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[Delivered at the General Meeting on Monday, 5 November 1923.) 


'T requires no profound thought to become 
I aware that an idea may be expressed in diferent 

ways ; one way may be bald, the other beauti- 
ful; one may be the merest statement of facts, 
another may present those facts so aptly or in such 
charming language that we ever afterwards recall 
them with delight, Itis not improbable that, meet- 
ig here to-night after a long interval of separation, 
we may have discussed the weather, we may have 
recalled the inclement spring, we may have praised 
the summer for everything but its spells of exces- 
sive heat and its brief duration. If we have done 
0, no one will bear our commonplaces long in 
mind. ‘They were merely bald observations to 
pass the time, forgotten as soon as made. 

But how does the poet handle the same theme ? 
Shall I compare thee to a summer's day ? 

‘Thou art more lovely and more temperate, 

Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May, 

And summer's tease hath all too short a date.”” 
Or suppose that a student of architecture takes 
advantage of summer’s lease while it is still run 
ning, and goes, let us say, to the south of France on 
a sketching tour. He has toiled up on a hot day 
to Roquebrune or to Gourdon, ot to some other 
ancient and interesting village perched upon a hill. 
What is his first desire on reaching his destination, 





a 


4 desire that takes precedence over the most delight- 
ful sketching ? It is to quench his thirst, This 
laudable wish—still laudable, at any rate, in the Old 
World—he may well gratify'by calling for a bottle 
of the vin du pays, with ice if possible, All quite 
matter-of-fact and prosaic. But how does the poet 
express the student's longing ? 

+O, for a draught of vintage ! that hath been 

Cool’d a long age in the deep-delved earth, 

‘Tasting of Flora and the country green, 

Dance, and Provengal song, and sunburnt 
mirth {"* 

Just as the plainest idea can be rendered hand 
some by clothing it in the gorgeous raiment of 
Patty, to the erudest necessities of building can 

ennobled by Architecture, ‘That, indeed, is one 
of its functions : to turn the ted prose of the 
client's sketch-plan into an organic whole, infused 
with the spirit of poetry : to transmute his halting 
murmurs into the liquid song of the nightingale, 

But you may say that poetry is not apt for eve 
day use, or even confess that you have no ear for it. 
Well, there is noble prose, as well as fascinating 
poetry. But prose, to be noble, cannot be hap- 
hazard ; its words must be carefully selected and 
skilfully blended, chosen as well for the aptness of 
their meaning as the music of their sound. 
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1 will not pursue the parallel to your discomfort, 
but will merely add, descending from the noble to 
the commonplace, that even an advertisement is 
more likely to be efficacious if couched in reason~ 
able prose than if presented in the form of a crisp 
but odiously familiar conversation. 

Aswith noble prose, so with fine architecture : its 
component parts must be carefully marshalled and 
skilfully adjusted, apt for their purpose and agree 
able to the eye ; and although in small buildings the 
scope is narrower than in large, yet the same prin- 
ciples hold good in both, 

‘What is the moral to be drawn from this analogy? 
‘This, that as we are agreeably affected by fine litera- 
ture without knowing exactly why, so, with like 
vagueness, are we impressed with good architec- 
ture, But as literary style can only be acquired by 
study and practice, so also can the faculty of design 
in architecture only be acquired by training, 

"This fact is sometimes overlooked by those who 
are about to build, especially if their intentions are 
not ambitious, ‘They have been known to employ 
a builder of a decorator or a land agent or a house 
furnisher, so simple do they consider the problem 
to be, so prudent are they in saving the expense of 
fan architect, But, depend upon it, with these prac- 

itioners the cost of design is always added to the 
bil although it may not appear aya separate item, 
And, more important still, the work of design is 
done in such cases by men who are not trained to 
it—men admirable in their own occupations, but 
who, in the nature of things, cannot have devoted 
much time to studying the niceties of design ; and 
by design [ mean not merely external appear- 
‘ance, but the arrangement of the building, whether 
great or small, its aptness, its relation to the sun, 
the disposition of its windows, doors and fireplaces, 
not to mention a due supply of cupboards. 

If only in the past the designing of houses had 
not been loft to excellent (if speculating) builders, 
untrained for this side of their enterprise, how far 
less depressing, or irritating, would be the suburbs 
of our cities and country towns ! ‘I'he past is irre- 
vocable, but the present and the future are in our 
own hands, and my appeal to the public is that just 
as when they are ill they employ a doctor, if their 
teeth trouble them they go to a dentist, or if they are 
suitors at law they seck the skill of a barrister, so if 
they undertake work requiring architectural design 
they should go to an architect ; not for the sake of 
the architect, but for the sake of the public them- 
































selves. More especially is this necessary when it is 
borne in mind that the barrister and his inarticulate 
client, the doctor and his patient, the dentist and 
his victim, all die and are forgotten ; whereas in 
architecture the results are abiding, and the sins of 
the fathers are visited upon the children unto the 
third and fourth generation, 

Architecture is abiding : so it is if climate is pro 
pitious, or, if unpropitious, is duly taken into ac- 
count ; if motorists are somewhat curbed in their 
desire to rush through ancient towns and villages if 
the work of our forefathers is deemed to hold lessons 
for ourselves, Each generation has its own views as 
to this lust point, Even so ponderous a matter as 
architecture is subject to the vagaries of fashion, It 
has been so throughout its history. Greek architec- 
ture became fashionable in Rome and decided the 
forms of the Roman builders, Ancient Roman archi- 
tecture became fashionable in Italy of the fifteenth, 
centuty and decided the trend of design during the 
period we call the Renaissance ; Italian architecture 
hecame fashionable over the test of Europe and 
gradually ousted the native Gothic style of Northern 
countries. Gothic architecture itself had sprung and 
developed from ancient classic forms largely in con- 
sequence of slowly changing fashions” tn thd dupe 
of Elizabeth classic features were built into or added. 
on toGothic houses in order to bring them more into 
the fashion ; and Kirby Hall, one of the most fasci- 
nating productions of the early designers in the 
revived classic of Elizabeth's time, was itself mod- 
ernised, the better to conform with fashion, in the 
time of the first Charles by the insertion of features 
designed on more scholarly lines. 

In the distant past the pursuit of fashion was in- 
timately associated with structural development, 
and was, in fact, a process of slow evolution. But 
the nearer past the changes have been more rapid, 
prompted as they have been not by structural de. 
velopment, but by admiration of the appearance of 
older buildings. ‘Thus we have had the artificial 
Gothic of Horace Walpole, the ficeting Greek 
revival, the more genuine Gothic revival initiated by 
Pugin, which in its turn has given way to modern 
design founded on classic ideals. Indeed, so much 
has the classic spirit permeated our schools that the 
study of Gothic has fallen almost into abeyance, a 
fact much to be deplored for the student of archi- 
tecture will find his account in stud 


cture 4 8 ring every phase 
of it which has dominated his own pin Ane a it 


is a short-sighted policy which would confine his 























ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT 


attention to those phases only which may be sup- 
to minister to his immediate needs, 

All these changes of fashion have their lesson for 
us. Some few teach us what to avoid, but by far 
the greater number show us how skilful men of old 
solved their problems ; how they adapted their 
designs, not only to the wants of their clients, but 
to the materials at hand ; how they contrived to 
make their buildings at once express their purpose 
and give pleasure to the eye, and this through the 
whole gamut of fancy, from that bestowed upon 
the simplest cottage to that which produced the 
most gorgeous and complicated cathedral. May I 
therefore make another appeal to the public—to 
hesitate once, to hesitate twice, to hesitate thrice 
hefore consenting to the destruction of these 
ancient works of art, remembering, among other 
things, that the beauty of a building does not con- 
sist in the ivy with which it is covered, but in the 
design and the materials which the ivy hides. 
‘There may sometimes, be circumstances which 
renderthe retention of ancient buildings impossible, 
but it should be borne strongly in mind that their 
number is limited, that they cannot be replaced, 
and that their disappearance may result in such 
pangs ae followed the obdur of the proud 

Parquin in rejecting the Sibylline books. 

Tt must not be supposed that architects love these 
old buildings and are jealous of their safety from 
any fecling of despair ut emulating their beauty. 
On the contrary ; many modern buildings are as 
worthy of preservation as those of the past, and the 
standard of design is gradually but surely im- 
proving. We are emerging from the network of 
revivals which marked the nineteenth century. 
We attack our problems on their own merits, 
guided but not enslaved by the work of ancient 
masters. Not only is the standard improving, but 
the number of those who improve it is increasing, 
‘The country is full of architects who do good work, 
work of refinement and distinction, showing careful 
training and skill in the use of opportunities. No 
Jonger is London the only source whence fine archi- 
tecture can be obtained ; other towns and even the 
country districts can supply it; and there are 
Scores of architects unknown, pethaps, beyond 
their own neighbourhood whose work would have 
been the admiration and envy of their predecessors 
of like degree. 

Ttake a cheerful view of the future of architecture, 
especially when remembering the growing interest 

















shown in the subject by the public at large. ‘The 
civie spirit, which has done so much to make us 
what we are, is stirred more deeply than in bygone 
years by the beauty of art; and of all the arts, 
architecture reflects the spirit of its age with most 
insistence. ‘The man in the strect, that ultimate 
arbiter of our destinies, has but to raise his eyes 
to behold its manifestations, whereas the work of 
the painter and, in slightly less degree, that of the 
sculptor is shrouded from his gaze by the walls of 
private houses or those of public institutions, 
entrance into which requires an effort of will, and 
in many cases an outlay of money. ‘The fact that 
works of art are so shrouded brings home to us the 
truth of the old saying that architecture is the 
mother of the arts, for pictures and the choicer sorts 
of sculpture have’ always required, in Europe, at 
any tate, the protection of walls’ and roof, and 
where there are walls and roof there already is, or 
ought to be, architecture, It is the architect who 
first comes on the scene and provides the structure, 
it is the other artists who then help to embellish it 
‘and take advantage of its protection to display their 
wares. 

"The patronage of the public is as essential to one 
artas to another, But workers in architecture are in 
some respects at a disadvantage in comparison with 
their brothersof the brush and the chisel. These at- 
ter can of their own volition, and whenever the spirit 
moves them, embody their visions in tangible, 
visible form: ‘They can fill their studios “with 
masterpieces at little material expense. All they 
then have to do is to sell them : and if in the course 
of this proceeding it should chance that they find it 
expedient to appeal to the munificence of different 
localities, they ean at small cost send their work from 
‘one exhibition to another. Notso with us architects. 
Before we can begin to create we have to be set in 
motion by some outside power, and when we do 
move we have to embody not so much our own 
visions as those of some one else. We cannot accu- 
mulate a stock of our productions as can our luckier 
brothers of other arts, nor can we exhibit them with 
the same facility or frequency. Indeed, no exhibi- 
tion can do justice to architecture, It can give us 
drawings of more or less exactitude, or better stil, it 
‘ean give us photographs. But no drawings and no 
photographs’ can do adequate justice to a building, 
Inasmuch as its appearance is only one out of many 
of its claims to success. Except to the initiated or to 
the imaginative, these representations tell nothing 
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of its suitability, or of its disposition in relation to 
its surroundings, and to that great factor in our 
fives—the sun. ‘That is where we are handicapped, 
for just a5 in historical research it is hazardous to 
depend upon quotations, and it therefore becomes 
necessary to consult original sources of information, 
to in attempting to form a true judgment of archi- 
tecture it is wiser, not to say necessary, to see the 
building itself and not to depend upon the quota- 
tions which drawings and photographs supply. 
‘Thus it comes about that architects find, to use the 
language of commerce, their capital tied up and their 


assets far Jess liquid than do their fellow-artists in 
painting and sculpture. 

But these disabilities apply only to the process of 
making our work known to the general public ; 
when once it is executed it is fully in evidence to 
Jocal observers, and becomes one of the many 
mirrors that reflect the spirit of the age. The record 
of our own age lies with us ; let it not be mean and 
contemptible, but rather let it be, by happy har~ 
mony between the public and the architect, a record 
fit to vie with that of the great days of Rome or the 
spacious times of Queen Elizabeth. 


Vote of Thanks to the President 


‘THE RT. HON, LORD RIDDELL: Mr. 
President, ladies and gentlemen, I have been asked 
tw propose a vote of thanks to the President because 
T understand from the Secretary that 1 am regarded. 
as the best example present of what is known as the 
‘man in the street,” There are many eminent Judges 
here, many eminent architects, many eminent doctors, 
and many eminent professional men of various kinds ; 
but it was thought desirable that this vote of thanks 
should be moved by one who may be regarded as the 
representative of the ignorant. 








tecture was a very healthy pursuit, but until | saw 
Mr. Gotch I never really y 
it was. You may be surprised to learn that Mr. 
Gotch is the “ Father” of the Council. I think he 
is much too young to be the father of anything. | The 
Melection of Me. Gotch marks a notable innovation 
in the ex of this important body. Mr. 
Gotch is what known as avincial architect. 
‘There were times when. provincial architects were 
spoken of ‘with scorn by their London brothers; but, 
Ike many people who speak of others with scorn, the 
London brothers have learned to fear them. And 
T need hardly say some of the most prominent members 
of the profession practise in the provinces. Mr. Gotch 
resides in Northamptonshire, which, as you all know, 
{fs the home of many beautiful buildings ; and it is 
pleasant to think that he has absorbed the atmosphere 
Thich has been created for him by those who lived 
in past times. I expect that all the members of the 
profession here are acquainted with his books, but it is 
Toubtful whether they have been as widely read by the 
Iaity a8 they should be. Mr. Gotch is one of the most 
‘notable historians of architecture. He has rendered 
great service, not only to his i is 
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country, in recording interesting things about buildi 
Erected in the past, and about the customs and ne 
tices of architects in past times. 

Te only lightly touched upon a very interesting point, 
if Tmay sayso, one of the most interesting of themany he 
dealt with and one of the most interesting of the present 

1¢, Ido not say as interesting as Free T'rade and Pro- 
tection, yet at the same time a really practical point. 
We know that the education of architects is an 
important matter. I said at the Institute, when I last 
tad the pleasure of speaking to you, that doctors bury 
their failures in the churchyard, lawyers bury theirs in 
the Bankruptey Court, but architects" failures remain 
for all time as a public menace. ‘That shows how 
necessary it is to educate architects, But there is 
another thing that is equally necessary, and that is the 
education of the public. Nothing is more important 
from a municipal, an |, and indeed from every 
‘other point of view, than that the public should be 
Educated about architecture. Nothing gives more 
pleasure than to understand what are beautiful build 
fogs. It is very cheap looking at buildings ; it costs 
money to see picture galleries, but even the poorest 
can admire beautiful buildings. My friend Mr. 























Squire, who is here to-night, and other—I was going 
to say—enthusiats have been daing great work ia 
trying to persuade the Press to devot 

ng top fe more space to 





thas been a real pleasure to me to be of 





stance in that respect. 1 would only 
ies within t ‘of every architect 
to do missionary work. ‘The ie 4 curious 


institution, ‘The public believe that the Press is 
always anxious to move. Not atall. ‘The Press re- 
quires to be moved, and to be satisfied that the person 
Who wishes to move it can provide good copy in 
‘which the public will be interested. As you know, the 
Press is moved from various directions ; it is moved 
from the Law Courts, from Westminster, and from 
other places. But my complaint about architects is 





YOTE OF THANKS TO THE PRESIDENT 


that they do not move the Press enough, It is open to 
every architect to be a missionary. I do not propose 
to detain you longer, but I would venture to stress the 
point that every architect should be a missionary for 
architecture, for good architecture; and that every archi~ 
tect who lives in a provincial town should get into touch 
‘with the newspaper in that town, with a view to induc 
ing the editor to devote a certain amount of space to 
architecture, You will never get rid of the monstrosi~ 
ties referred to by the President until you educate the 
public, ‘There are many ways of doing this, by lex 
fures, etc,, but one of the best ways is through the 
‘medium of the Press. 

‘Well, ladies and gentlemen, I am sure you will wish 
me to tender your heartfelt thanks to the President for 
his thoughtful and scholarly paper. He was wise, 1 
Makin refraining from dealing with too technical 
matters. He spoke in a sense which even 1 could 
understand ; in his paper he preached 
trines of architecture : beauty and suitabil 
however, that he said very little about the commercial 
feof architecture, As one who does a good deal of 
ilding, 1 would venture to suggest to architects that 
‘addition to perfecting design they should also perfect 
their business methods. We recently sent a man to 
America to study American methods of preparing 

ans and a0 on, L was much struck by the dif- 
ferences exhibited by the two systems. And I was 
much interested to observe the detail with which 
American working drawings are prepared, Of course, 
ifyou havea troublesome client, even details in working 
drawings do not prevent extras, but they bring the client 
upto the bit ‘and enable the architect, when the client 
wishes to depart from the working dra 0 say to 
him, Now, Mr. So-and-So, this ready been 
thovight out carefully ; this will cost you n great deal of 
money." 

"The best tribute I can pay to you, Mr, President, 
is to say that you jecs ‘to have no sooner begun 

‘out address than you had finished, and that is the 
test of a paper. I hope you will have a most 
fuccesaful yeat of office, andl you will take from thi 
hall here to-night the best wishes of everyone present. 
NEY SMITH (Chairman, Kettering 









































Urban District Council) : 1 have been asked to second 
this resolution because I probably have a more intimate 
acquaintance with Mr. Gotch and the members of Mr. 
Gotch’s family than any other person inthis room. ‘The 
professional colleagues of Mr. Gotch conferred a very 
Signal honour upon him when the made him President 
of the Royal Institute of British Architects; but 1 
Venture to think that in honouring Mr. Gotch they 
honoured themselves, and, still further, they gave 
unbounded delight to the inhabitants ‘and Tallow. 
itizens of Mr. Gotch in his native town, to the district 
in which he lives, and the whole county of North- 
ampton, where he is so well known and so highly 
esteemed. It is a great thing to be an architect, but 
it isa still greater thing to be able to say, ax we can say 
of Mr, Gotch, that in addition to being an architect he 
has played ib part and bi fll part in helping to 

id, to guide, and to form the opinions of other 
people through his civie activities. After all, that is a 
very considerable test, 

Mr. Gotch is a remarkable member of avery 
remarkable family, “Most of you will he acquainted 
Sit the delight work of Mi, ‘Thomas Goteh, the 
painter, whose work has charmed many people in this 
Country, on the Continent and in the Colonies ; and 
Mr, Henry Gale Gotch and his other brother, Mr. 
Dayies Gotch, have both achieved distinction in their 
different walks of life, It is a great pleasure, and 
privilege to me, as a fellow-citizen of Mr. Gotch’s, to 
econ the resolution so aptly, #0 happily, and. 0 
eloquently moved by Lord Riddell. 

MR. ARTHUR KEEN [Hon, Secretary) put the 
resolution to the meeting, and it was carried by 
acclamation, 

‘THE PRESIDENT, in reply, said: 1 am ex- 
tremely obliged both ‘to the proposer and to the 
seconder of this resolution for the very kind way in 
which they have spoken; the proposer chiefly for 
‘what he said concerning my address, and the seconder 
for what he said of my family, Theartily thank Mr.Smith 
for having brought before a London audience the vir~ 
tues of a provincial family. And T thank you, ladies 
and gentlemen, for the kind way in which you have 
received this resolution and passed it, 
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Presentation of the R.I.B,A. Street Architecture Medal to Mr. W. Curtis 
Green, A.R.A., Vice-President 





THE PRESIDENT: The next business that 
devolves upon the President is both pleasant and 
interesting; it is to present the Medal to the 
successful—shall I say competitor ?—in a competition, 
novel so far as England is concerned, which has 
recently been established for the best public building 
erected in London during the past year. This idea, 
as I have said, is entirely new in England, although it 
has been accepted in France and in America for some 
time, It was promulgated from the presidential chair 
by our late President, Mr. John W. Simpson, at the 
suggestion of x still earlier President, Mr. Hare ; and 














tors there were to this building, but I am fully satisfied 
with the justice in itself of the award of the jury 

Anyone who has seen that building, and especially 
anyone who has seen the interior of it, will agree that 
itis a most beautiful design, and particularly apt for its 
Purpose. Te shows a great iinowledge of detall, and is 
Worked out with infinite care ; and the colour and the 
choice of material are extremely satisfying. 1 will 
not proceed to what I might say in further praise, 
knowing the modest nature of Mr. Green, who! 
is within earshot. The Bronze Medal has) been 
designed by Mr. Langford Jones. In addition to the 
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the idea is, I think, a very excellent one, as it interests 
both the client and the public, and it helps to improve, 
and in this case I think one may say to ennoble, com- 
mercial architecture. It not only does that, but it 
acknowledges the merit of the architect himself. In 
this case a powerful jury was appointed, consist- 
ing of Lord Crawford and Balcarres, the President 
Of the Royal Institute of British Architects, the Presi- 
dent of the Royal Acadei 
and Mr. Guy Dawber ; and 1 am credibly informed 
that they iin amount of difficulty in deciding 
the competition, because there were several excellent 
buildings brought to their notice. Eventually they 
awarded the Medal to the Wolseley Building in Picca- 
dilly, which was designed by Mr. Curtis Green, a 
Fellow of our Institute. Tam not aware what competi- 
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Bronze Medal, the prizewinner receives a Diploms 
signed by the members of the jury. Tigomee 

‘This is an extremely interesting departure so far as 
England is concerned, and I am glad to say it has 
resulted excellently, and I trust—as 1 think you all 
trust—that Mr, Curtis Green may be only the first 
of a distinguished seties of architects who will receive 
this Medal. T have the greatest pleasure in prese 
it to hi 

MR. CURTIS 
Thave been very fortunate—T i 
fortunate who has a cient who 
miles of Charing Cross. 1 was particularly so in 
clients, the Wolseley Motors, Ltd. ‘Thethen Ryne 
director, my friend Mr. Ernest Hopwood, and one ofthe 
Present directors, Mr, Jacob, had the foresight, unusual 




















‘ll build within four 












‘THE UNVEILING OF MR. WATERHOUSE’S PORTRAIT 


in this country, to see that architecture is a commercial 
asset. They spared nothing to make Wolseley House 2 
fit headquarters for a great commercial undertaking. 
"The faults it has are those of their architect, not theirs. 
I am revealing no secret in telling you that they have 
refused more than one advantageous offer to part with 
their building. I have heard it said that such a build- 
ing must add very much to the cost of the Wolseley 
‘cars. If the annual cost of the building was distri- 
buted amongst Wolseley cars, the annual turn-out is 
0 large that it would be an infinitesimal amount per 
car, But this is not the case. The cost of a car is 
estimated on the works cost plus the dealer's com- 
mission. Retail selling expenses (in which is included 
‘Wolseley House) are not brought into the calculation 
at all. 

‘The fact that en 2s well as architects have 
spoken to me of their liking for Wolseley House is, 1 
think, encouraging. It is an indication that they 
‘weary of the individual caprice that has lowered the 
art to the level that we see in every street, and that they 
welcome a return to the traditional lines of Wren. We 
‘do not all of us realise that Roman forms have been in 
‘use in this country longer than any others. 

Lam grateful to you, sir, for your kindly appreciation 
of Wolseley House. I am under no illusions myself 
about its merits. My friend Mr. Dircks showed me 
aa ‘American paper in which I read something like 

“« Wolseley House is the sort of thing we are accus- 
tomed to in America. It is not very good, but the 








inside is interesting.” Please don't take that down. 
Tshould not like it to get about! But you may take 
down this, ‘The building owes something to America, 
— to McKim, It owes something to 

‘and more fundamentally to Gibbs. In plan 
and composition it owes nothing consciously to the 
past. Had I the training some of the younger men are 
getting to-day, and the experience of previous oppor- 
tunities such as our American friends get, the design 
would have developed more easily and freshly. 

“The American architect moves from one great 
building to another with the ease that comes from 
‘constant practice ; with us such opportunities are few 
and far between, 

Robert Louis Stevenson used to write out page after 
page from the great writers of English literature to 
absorb technique. To the younger men I should 
say the orders, lovely as they are, are the beginning, 
not the end, of architecture. They are the grammar 
of the art; learn them as Stevenson learned to write 
English. Learn them while you are young. Learn them 
so well that you are freed from the books once and for 
all. You will then be in a position to speak to the 
public and to one another in a language that is common 
property. You will be free to be original and produce 
living architecture such as is produced by a mere 
handful of those few who have done the same, and 
whose work we hold in highest esteem to-day. 

T thank you, sir, and I hope that next year you will 
find building more worthy of the R..B.A. Medal 
than is Wolseley House. 





The Unveiling of Mr. Waterhouse’s Portrait 


‘THE PRESIDENT : One of the pleasantest duties 
of an incoming President is to hand over, formally, to 
the Institute the portrait of his predecessor, in order 
that it may he added to that unrivalled collection of 
portraits which the Instente possesses, and which have 

een painted by the most eminent portrait painters of 
the various periods in which they were executed. 
hope—in fact, I feel convinced—that the portrait of 
our last President will not be thought a blot upon that 
‘series, cither in the features themselves which have 
been limned, or in the work of the limner, who is Sir 
William Orpen, R.A. The occasion is the more inter~ 
esting as the portrait of Mr. Waterhouse will join that 
of his eminent father, an event which has not hitherto 
occurred in the history of the Institute. But we know 
not what possibilities the future may hold. 

Teisnot incumbent upon me to-night to say anything 
about Mr. Waterhouse as an architect ; and I do not 
want to say very much about him st all, because it 
requires great skill and tact and delicacy to praise 








a man to his face without giving him offence. All 
those who have watched Mr. Waterhouse's career as 
President of this Institute during the last two years can 
but have admired the skill with which he has conducted 
its proceedings. Part of the period of his presidency 
‘was one of somewhat pronounced internal strife, upon 
which I shall not attempt to enlarge; it would be 
wholly uninteresting to our visitors, and would tend to 
no advantage among ourselves. But with this I am 
sure we shall all agree: that during his presidency 
he exhibited very great tact and_ fairness, not 
only in connection with our own affairs but also in 
connection with public affairs. We have seldom had 
President who was able to bring so much culture and 
eloquence to the help of his great purpose. 

T have the greatest possible pleasure in formally 
unveiling this picture, which is to be added to those of 
Mr. Waterhouse’ 

MR. PAUL 
barrassment of witnessing the kindly reception of his 
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portrait was added to by his being called upon to make 
aspeech. But he had certain acknowledgments which 
he was anly too glad to make. 

Tt had been said that every young man looking 
forward on his future saw his life as a battle between 
himself and circumstances—a battle in which he, as 
hero, came out eventually triumphant. What the 
young visionary did not see, however, were the sur- 
Toundings of that battlefield, Centred us his ideas 
‘were upon his own prowess and the success of his own 
personal efforts, he did not observe that around the 
scene of conflict were a landscape and an atmosphere 
made not by himself but by his companions in life. 
He (the speaker), well advanced as he was in the 
struggle, had come to realise that the beauty and plea- 
santness of that landscape were really of far more 
importance than victory or defeat, and he had to 
acknowledge that the scenery of his contest—a friend- 
ship among his professional companions and x forbear- 
ance beyond all desert—were blessings to enjoy and to 
prize beyond any fruits of mere success. 

Of the present ceremony he had no exaggerated id 
—he fully realised that the hanging up of a presidential 
portrait was a mete matter of routine, But even if he 
Were not aware that the President, Me. Gotch, had 
graciously invested it at a previous meeting’ with 
expressions of special goodwill, he felt that he would 
be merely churlish if he did not appreciate and acknow- 
ledge three very valuable privileges that accompanied 

1 act. 

Atmeant, in the first place, admission toa very goodly 
company of men, many of whom were old friends, 
some of whom were living friends. He instanced the 
energetic Mr. J. W. Simpson, whose active presidency 
had been an exhaustive example to his years of office ; 
the courtly Sir Aston Webb, ' whose high personal 
honours had never ubsted his generous friendship 
towards a respectful admirer” ; Sir Reginald Blom- 
field, "whose Latinity of style was paralleled by a 
classic courage of tongue and pen”; Mr. Leonard 
Stokes, Mr. Colleutt, and Sir Wm. Emerson. Among 
the no longer living he alluded with affectionate feeling 
to the lovable Newton, the gentle Sir Ernest George, 
and Penrose painted more like an astronomer (which 
he was) than an architect, and more like an architect 
than (what he also was) a "Varsity Blue.” 

Referring to the thirteen names of the more ilfus- 
‘rious of the painters who in themselves enhanced the 
great privilege of admission to the gallery, he came to 














the name of Sir William Orpen, a painter to whom it 
‘was a great honour for any man to sit, and said how 
greatly he had valued the acquaintanceship as well ns 
the artistic powers of the artist with whom he had 
spent so many happy hours. Not least among his 
brilliant qualities did he observe and respect his amaz- 
ing conscientiousness. He was reminded of the story 
of the thief who sent a five-pound note to the victim 
from whom he had stolen a tenner, saying, "I stole 
your money. Conscience has * gnored,’ so 1 send fiv 
pounds. Ifit* gnores ' again I will send some mor 

Not once nor twice did conscience “ gnore ” while 
he sat to Sir William Orpen, and as the painter was the 
cheeriest of companions as well as a worker whom it 
‘yas an inspiring privilege to watch, he had welcomed, 
far from resenting, the additional sittings which the 
artist so generously gave to a subject which he feared 
‘was not up to the great man’s usual rank of distinction 
in the sitter. 














Among those present were :—The Rt. Hon, Lord 
Sumner of Ibstone, P.C. ; The Rt. Hon. Lord Riddell ; 
Lord and Lady Charnwood ; Sir Ryland Adkins, K.C., 
M.P., Chairman, Northants C.C.; Mr. H. J. Waring, 
M.S., BSc. F.R.CS., Vice-Chancellor, University of 
London; Sir W. Hale-White, K.BE., FRCP, 
President, Royal Society of Medicine; Sir Richard 
Winfrey, M.P.; Sir John J. Burnet; Sir Banister 
Fletcher ; Mr. Owen Parker, MP_; Mr. J.C. Squire, 
President of the Architecture Club; Mr. E, J, Pare 
tridge, President of the Society of Architects; Mr, 
W. R. Davies, C.B., Board of Education ; Mr. Sydney 
Smith, Chairman, Kettering Urban District Council ; 
Mr. H. G. Goteh, C.A., J.P. ; Mr. Ernest Hopwood : 
Mr. Jobn Bond, Town Clerk of Kettering ; Mr.T.C. 
Gotch; Mr. W. Curtis Green, ARAL; Mr, A 
Jacobs, Director, Wolseley Mo 
Derwent Wood, R.A.; Mr. E. J. May; Mr. H, 
Searles-Wood ; Mr. John W. Simpson (P'P.R.1. 
Major Harry Barnes ; Mr. and Mrs. E, Guy Dawbe 
Mrs. Leonard Stokes; Mr. Arthur Keen; Mr. H. V. 
Ashley; Mr, Walter Cave; Major H.C. Corlett 
Mr. Henry M. Fletcher; Mr. Walter Tappe 
Mr. Edward P. Warren ; Mr. G, C, Lawrence : 
W, G. Newton; Mr. wel Waterhouse ; "Mi 
Ursula Waterhouse ; Mr. H. A. Welch ; Professor H. 
Worthington ; Mr, Francis Jones ; Me, W. S, Skinner 
Mr. E. Stanley Hall; Mr. Langford Jones. 
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An Australian Architect of Last Century 


ARTHUR EBDEN JOHNSON, F.R.LB.A.; SOANE MEDALLIST, 1843; PAST PRESIDENT, ROYAL 


VICTORIAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITE 


'§, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA. 





BY J. H. HARVEY [Licentiate]. 





HILST reading the highly interesting paper 
sead before members of the R.I.B.A. by Mr. 
J. A. Gotch, F.S.A., in which he reviewed 
the first half-century of the R.I-B.A. (15 May 1922), 
L noted that he made special reference to the dis- 
tribution of prizes which took place on 3 April 1843, 
‘tipon which occasion Prince Albert was a visitor. “It 
recorded that upon this evening the Soane Medallion 
‘was presented to the winner, Mr. A. Johnson," and 
that a medal was also presented to Mr. E. Chamberlain, 
of Leicester, for an essay (provincial architects were 
invited to note this), and a medal of merit was awarded 
to Mr. J. W. Papworth. 
‘Mr. Gotch subsequently asked “ Who were the 
medallists, Mr. A. Johnson and Mr. E. Chamberlain?" 
Regarding Mr. Chamberlsin I can supply no infor. 
mation, and I therefore leave his case to be dealt 
by " provincial architects,” but I am pleased to be in a 




















A2 


position to afford a few particulars relating to Mr. A. 
Johnson. 

I had the great privilege of association with Mr. 
Johnson in my younger days and up to the day of his 
death, as I served my articles with Messrs. Smith and 
Johnson, a_firm which carried on a very extensive 
practice in Melbourne and of which he was the junior 

rtner. 

Arthur Ebden Johnson received his early education 
in London, and was s pupil of Philip Hardwick,* 
the well-known architect. In 1842-3 his name 
appeared as a student prize-winner of the R.L.B.A. for 
the best sketches. isted of the first 
volume of the 

















the Soane Medillion. id 
* Philip Hardwick, RA., r02-1870. 
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Some little time later, or just before his architectural 
career commenced—I am not certain which—he joined 
the Royal Navy, in what capacity I never ascertained, 
believe that he'was a midshipman. During this period 
he visited the East Indies. 

‘We next hear of him in Melbourne, Australia, where 
his grandfather, the Honourable William Ebden, 
M.L.C., an Englishman of considerable means, who 
was responsible for his migration to Australia, held 
office as Colonial Treasurer in.a nominee Government 
before the present constitution of Victoria was granted. 

"These were the exciting “ gold diggings ” days of the 
early " fifties,” and, following the example of most of 
the young arrivals of that time, Johnson went to “ the 
diggings.” I am not aware whether he actually 
engaged in the pursuit of digging for gold or not, but 
hhe soon became tired of the life and returned to Mel- 











nment of Vietoria (which 
had been separated from New South Wales in 185 





and was now an independent State) decided to build 


a new General Post Office, and competitive designs 
‘were invited for the building. A prize was to be 
awarded to the author of the best design, but this 
design never jnaterialised, and subsequently Johnson 
‘was appointed a Departmental architect for the express 
purpose of making a design and the working drawings 
for the building. 

"This work he successfully accomplished, and the 
first portion of the building, which occupied the whole 
of the frontage to Bourke Street (about 128 feet) and 
half that to Elizabeth Street (the whole of which, when 
completed, will be about 320 fect), was erected, the 
Structure consisting of two floors on the street fron- 
see ( sae (Fi ) jes the two front: 

‘An open arcade (Fig. 2) occupies the two frontages on 
the ground floor, anda tower marks the corner, while a 
large central hall, lighted from the roof and by clere- 
story windows, was planned as a public business room. 

‘The whole size of the block reserved for Post Office 
purposes was, as before stated, about 320 feet by about 
128 feet. (Since then adjoining properties haye been 
acquired, but these do not affect the structure under 
notice.) ¢ 

Te is interesting to note that the rapid progress of the 
State rendered it evident before the building was 
opened that more floor space would be required, and 
herefore the lage hall was not atthe ime uted fr the 

wurpose for which it was originally designed, but was 
Eppropriated for the work of a general sorting and mail 
room, and it remained in use as such until a few years 
ago, when the provision of additional accommodation 
by the erection of a second building at the west end of 
the city, about half a mile from the structure here 
referred to, and adjacent to the principal railway ter- 
minus of the State; relieved it. 
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During the whole of this period (nearly fifty years) 
the public had to conduct its business at windows and 
counters which communicated directly with the open 
arcade. 

When the second Postal Building was completed, 
it became possible to utilise the commodious hall 








Hho, 2Ancane or Great Post Ores, Mesto 
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of the older structure for the purpose originally 
intended by its designer, who had died in the messtime, 
but the eredit for converting what had been for so 
many years used as the “ Mail Room” into a public 
business room was usurped by the then political head 
of the Department. No eredit whatever was given to 








AN AUSTRALIAN ARCHITECT OF LAST CENTURY 


‘The original building has been added to upon two 
‘occasions. "First it was raised by two additional floors, 
and the original tower, which was not a happy concep- 
tien, wan demolahed and replaced by 2 lof: clock 
tower of different design. Later still, as business 
increased, an’ extension of the Elizabeth Street front 
to the extent of five bays was made, but this was carried 
toa height of two floors only, being in continuation of 
the existing design. ‘The additional two storeys over 
the older portion, and the new tower, were designed by 
the late Peter Kerr, F.RLB.A, 

‘Tt may be mentioned that though Johnson designed 
the original building, a woodcut of it appears in the 
London Builder of 18 February 1871 (page 127, vol. 
xxix) in which Mr. Wardell is credited with the 
design. Wardell was the professional head of the 
Public Works Department of Victoria when the build- 
ing was completed, and during part of the period 
whilst it was under construction, but there his con- 
nection with it ended. (This fact was commented 
upon in one of the Melbourne daily newspapers in the 
middle“ seventies.”) 

In addition to the Post Office Johnson designed and 
made drawings for several other Government build- 
ings, including the present Melbourne High School 
(formerly termed “The Model School"), the lodge 
and entrance gates at the Hospital for Insane, Kew, a 
suburb of Melbourne, and a design for the Spring 
Street front of the Melbourne Parliament Houses, 
which, however, got no further than a sketch, the 
design as completed being the original one by Peter 
Kerr. In addition Johnson prepared and carried out 
a design for the completion of the Custom House in 
Flinders Street, which had been in an unfinished state 
for some years, 

In the early * seventies ” the Victorian Government 
invited competitive designs for thenew Law Courts, and 
this competition having been won by Mr. A. L. Smith, 
Johnson, who hiad always been a good friend to Smith, 
tetired from the public service and joined him in open 
partnership, and the firm produced the final design 
and the contract drawings for the building, which, 
however, was carried out by the Public Works Depart- 
ment (Fig. 3). 

‘This lock of buildings is about 319 feet square, and 
is in the form of a quadrangle. “If is two floors in 
height and has frontages to William, Lonsdale and 
Little Bourke Streets and to a right of way. William 
and Lonsdale Streets are each 99 feet and Little Bourke 
Street 33 feet wide. In the quadrangle is the Library, 
an jaolated block, considerably higher than the other 
buildings, and surmounted by a dome (evidently 
inspired by the dome of the Four Courts,” Dublin). 
Fight distinet court rooms are provided in the building, 
‘each angle of which contains 2 court, and in addition 
there are two in Lonsdale Street and two in Little 























Bourke Street, The “ angle courts” were originally 
intended to carry domes, and their external walls are 
constructed in an exceedingly solid and massive 
manner; but from motives of economy the domes 
were omitted. ‘The external faces of the walls are of 
‘Tasmanian freestone on a plinth of Victorian basalt. 

‘The partnership referred to was a singularly success- 
ful one, one partner being essentially the complement 
of the other. Johnson took comparatively little 
interest in the practical supervision of the works or 
in the general business of the firm; these were 
attended to by Smith, who, in addition to possessing 
a fine practical knowledge, was a good business man, 
(Smith was one of the pupils of Cubitt and Co., of 
London, and wa believe, atone time a Fellow ofthe 

-LB.A.) 

During the term of their partnership they carried out 
a very large amount of work. The head office of the 
Bank of Victoria in Collins Sireet, Melbourne, was de- 
signed by Johnson (Fig.4),and for inany years the whole 
Bhlss bocsch otis fe bak ia ie Sere together 
with branch offices for the Bank of New South Wales 
and the Union Bank of Australia, were designed and 
supervised by them, whilst the Melbourne office of the 
Union Bank in Collins Street was erected under their 
supervision, and, with the exception of the actual 
Collins Street front, was from their designs. 

‘The front was designed by a London architect. A 
rather unusual development occurred in connection 
with the design of this front. During a period of 
several months Johnson made several sketches for it, 
any one of which would have formed an ornament to 
the street; but, as the head office of the. bank is in 
London, these had to be submitted to the Board of 
Directors, who would accept none of them, but 
insisted upon thedesigning of the frontby a London man. 
Very elaborate general and detail drawings for the work 
were forwarded to Melbourne, but according to these 
the returns of all the cornices projected upon each side 
over the building lines of the adjoining properties 
Evidently it was thought in the London architec 
office that there was plenty of room in Australia, and 
that an extra few feet made no difference. ‘The conse- 
quence of this blunder was that another pupil and 
myself—it was during the term of my articles—had the 
work of reducing proportionately every detail of the 
front, including ail the full-size profiles, to such a scale 
as would ensure the architecture confining itself to the 
boundaries of the land. 
ined the competition for the head office 
Bank of Australasia in Melbourne, and 
carried out that building, Tt also won the competition 
for the chief Fire Brigade Station on the Eastern Hill, 
Melbourne, ‘This isbulle on the mast elevated site 
the immediate vicinity of the city. 

Tt had also an extensive connection among the so. 
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called “squatters " (large sheep farmers, or "* woo! 
kings,” as they are sometimes called), and several 
mansions in different parts of the country and in the 
residential suburbs of Melbourne were designed and 
supervised by them for this class of client, ‘They also 
designed and carried out the Imperial Fire Office, 
Collins § and a large number of commercial 
elhourne. 
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Pp 
was found to be 

Mr. Johnson 
and duting the y 
chai, About the year 1891 he revisited England, and 
robably his name will be found in the books of the 
1.B.A. about that time, if looked for, ax Lean hardly 
k it possible that he would be in London without 
Visiting the Institute roo: 

He was also an accomplished musician, 

‘On the afternoon of 28 May 1895 he presided at a 
Council meeting of the R. and upon the same 
evening he delivered an illustrated lecture on "* Many 
of the Most Prominent Buildings in London.” After 

Iained of not feeling well, and that 

alive, for next morning 

he died from a heart attack in the street soon after 
leaving his residence for business, 

In common with those other 1 
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BRITISH PRIMITIVES AT THE ROYAL ACADEMY 


of highly accomplished architects who were attracted 
to Australia in the "gold diggings days” between 
1851 and 1865, Johnson left an indelible mark upon the 
architecture of his adopted country. Although some 
of these were students of Gothic, the majority had been 
trained in the Italian school, and they found in sunny 
Australia a climate and atmosphere which sayoured of 
Ttaly and the South of France, in consequence of which 
they felt perfectly justified in introducing the style 
Which was born and perfected under bright skies, 
Although during what was termed the " boom" 
period Gout 1887 to 1899) several enthusiastic young 
Gothic students arrived in the city from England, an 
several commercial structures in Gothic were er 
in Melbourne, the more appropriate Ttalian continued 
to hold its own and still does 0, 

‘The introduction of the*sky-scraper” and reinforced 











conerete construction has given us many examples of 
more utilitarian exteriors, but even most of these 
possess some approach to Italian feeling, as far as their 
details are concerned, even when these are of the plai 
est type, and it scems rather improbable that Gothic 
will ever assert itself in the commercial architecture of 
the Commonwealth of Australia to any great extent. 
While writing these reminiscences Uhave been greatly 
impressed with the desirability of chronicling in the 
records of the Institute the doings of those associated. 
with it who have cut themselves off from the * Hub of 
the World,” and I feel grateful to Mr. Gotch for the 
instructive and interesting dissertation which 
research and study have afforded us, and for the s 
gestion which it has given me of doin; 
to help keep my lite distinguishes 
memory. 















British Primitives at the Royal Academy: Kings’ Portraits 
BY W. R. LETHABY 





‘This small exhibition of medi 

moted by Lord Lee of Fareham, is of much importance 

the history of British art. It comprises about 
items—altarpieces, panels from screens and furniture, 
copies of wall paintings, a selection of especially fine 
illuminated books in private possession, embroideries, 
sinall works of sculpture, etc, It remains open during 
November, and this most interesting collection of 
original works will, of course, never be brought 
together in this way again, I must content myself here 
with references to a few definite points. 

First 1 would remark on the general use of bright 
colour in former ages—ceilings, walls, furniture, glass, 
were all surfaces to he finished by painting. One or 
two examples give suggestions for very simple colour 
‘schemes. A big Doom is painted over plain boarding 
like a deal floor. Along the bottom is an inscription 
in large black ltt on a white ground, which makes an 
effective and suggestive piece of decoration. Another 
Jarge panel (No. 43), from Gloucester, about 13 by 74 
fect, haa the Resurrection painted on similar boarding : 
the joints are vertical, and the background is alternately 
bri strips the width of two boards, 

ith shading lines suggesting hunging drapery. 

‘The only pieces which I can speak of here with 
detail are 72, 73, 74,75. ‘These are panels lent by 
the Society of Antiquaries, which once "formed. part 
of a wainscot discovered in 1813 in Baston Ho 

Keston, Kent. They appear to haye been part 
series of Kings decorating the walls of a large room 
ription below 72 reads :“Athelstanus 
rs Fegnavit anno dni, . his 
inscription is in three lines of black-letter on a white 
band, and there were evidently. similar inscriptions 
under the other figures, which, however, cannot be 
identified. ‘The panels were about 2} by 5} feet, and 


val paintings, pi 


















































seem to have been painted! in oil, as wax not unusual on 
wood. The figures of Kings were either seated on 


stone-like thrones or stood on chequered pavements. 
‘The backgrounds were of bold damask patterns p to 
, where was, in exch 
Such a 


the height of the heads of the fi 
case, a band from which it fell like '@ curtain, 
series of the English Kings must have 
nificent and significant acheme of # decoration ” in some 
long gallery, "The heads and hands are solidly painted 
and well modelled, and the damask patterns are most 
delicately done, some being made out in gold. "These 
paintings are so remarkable in technique and in san} 

respects so modern looking that at first sight they loo 

4 good deal like sham Rossettis, and doubt is likely to 
suggest that they are not truly medimval. Close study 
leaves in my mind no doubt at all as to their authen- 
ticity and antiquity. Further, itis to be observed that 
the Athelstan, which would ‘have been early in the 
series and possibly the first, was designed by one who 
Knew the great portrait of Richard It at Westminster 
Abbey, which itself was painted on a panel of the atalts, 
Like Richard, Athelstan is seated on a panelled throne 
holding in his left hand a golden orb, from which a 
cross. rises, and a long seeptre in ht. His full 
‘mantle, which falls and spreads in folds on the floor, 
shaws the damask lining in a wide turnover which 
passes in a curve over the knees, and this mantle 
sprinkled over with letters A, as the under robe of 
Richard is with R’s, This picture of Athelstan was 
obviously suggested by the portrait of Richard IT. 
Again, there are in the British Museum two or three 
‘manuscripts having miniatures of the English Kings,each 
accompanied with a short description similar to that 
under the Athelstan. I happen to possess a genealogy 
of the English Kings on a long roll of parchment 
written just after the death of Henry VI. It is without 
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portraits, but the accounts of the Kings are entirely 
similar to that under the Athelstan panel, On my roll 
the account of this King reads: " Ethelstanus filius 
Edwardi seniores coronatus est apud Kyngeston anno 
dni Deecexl? Regnavit VI annis. ...”" ‘There cannot be 
the least doubt that the Society of Antiquaries’ frag- 
ments of portraits of Kings, beginning with Athelstan 
(my roll begins with Alfred), formed part of a long 
series of the English Kings in a very important work 
of furnishing in some great room. 1 gain the impres- 
sion of a long royal gallery, and wonder whether the 
fragments found at Keston did not formerly come from 
some such place as Greenwich or Eltham. Careful 
study ina good light would bring out many details that 
are not noticed at first or are partially lost. [have been 
able to recover with fair accuracy the damask pattern 
of the backgrounds to the figures, which at first sight 
looks hopelessly cleaned away. ‘The crowns are pretty 
andl of various patterns. 

In the same exhibition there are many other smaller 
portraits of Kings, showing only heads and shoulders, 
and eight of these formed a uniform series. ‘The 
origin of these is uncertain (see Catalogue Nos. 88 

77), but they must be considered in relation to the 
Keston series just discussed. Further, several of 
them have garments of gold damask, and similar 
drapery of much earlier date is found on the Ely panels 
also in the exhibition. On the whole, I am inclined 
to think that these smaller portraits are truly English. 
I mentioned just now the various patterns of the crowns 
in the Keston fragments. Another most beautiful and 
elaborate crown is to be seen in Mr. Tristram’s copy 
of the recently uncovered Eton wall paintings. Several 
critics have been saying that these paintings must be 
Flemish, but this pretty crown is to me a mark of 
Englishness. ‘These paintings are in tones of grey, 
only slightly touched with colour here and there 
(geisaille), and it is a curious coincidence that some 
fragments of wall painting in Islip’s upper chapel at 
Westminster have recently been revealed which are 
also of gristille. “Compare also an English manuscript 
in the present exhibition (No. 144). -I feel no doubt 
whatever that the Eton paintings are English, 












I have re-examined the smaller portraits of kings 
just mentioned above and would add the followi 
notes on them. aed = 

Eight small portraits (88 to 95) also lent by the 
Sockey ‘Antijuaries are descri0sd thus fw the cas 
logue "A group of ‘portits of ‘ruling. princes 
painted upon panels of uniform aize in one piece 
theif gilt frames. Each bears the name of the person 
represented upon the lower border of the frame. ‘The 
style is that of the early sixteenth century, the country 
of origin is doubtful.” ‘The panels are round-topped, 
about 15 by 11 inches in size, the ground for the paint 
ing is sunk out of the solid leaving a moulding around 
the sides and top, and a splay at the bottom. ‘The 
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raised and moulded margins are gilt. In one case, 
however (92), the splay on which the name is inscribed 
in green and not a ‘The lettering itself of this panel 

also different from the rest, being in black-letter, 
dim and authentic looking, while the other inscriptions 
on gilt splays are in a different and doubtful-looking 
character. On re-examination it becomes clear that 
the frames” were originally green (like most of the back- 
grounds) and that the gilding on them, together with 
lettering of all but one, is more recent. ‘When this fct 
is seen the series at once appears more real and con- 
vincing and there can be little doubt that if the gilding 
‘on the splays were removed that the original black-letter 
inscriptions would be found. 

‘That the date of these panels is about 1500-15 is 
suggested by what is known of the later persons repre- 
sented, and from the fact that slight traces of Renaissance 
detail may be found in the gold chains represented. 

‘That they were painted in England to satisfy a tra~ 
ditional demand for portraits in series I have no doubt. 
What has already been said is evidence to this effect. 
‘There are in the same Exhibition other groups of royal 
Portraits, such as 77, 78, 79 and 83, 84, which are so 
similar to the longer series just described that there 
cannot be a doubt that all belong to one tradition, 
In the excellent catalogue it is noted that 77, 78 79, 
appear in the 1542 inventory of Henry VIIV's pictures, 
and were then regarded as valuable.“ ‘Their author. 
ship is uncertain." They offer points of resemblance to 
the work of Mabuse . . . but are mote closely related 
to portraits ascribed to Jehan Perréal, the Franco- 
Flemish painter who came to England in 1514. ‘That 
their painter was subject to Netherlandish and French 
influence is clear; but English origin is indicated by 
the gesso ornaments in relief and the plentiful use of 
gold. They point to the existence of a native school 
of portraiture,” 

The eight small panels of which it is said “ the origin 
is doubtful ” must equally have been painted in England, 
whoever the painter may have been. ‘The large ume 
ber of portraits ofthis type is an element of the problem 
of authorship ; they are very closely akin, but all could 
hardly be by one hand. I have little doubt that the 
group of cight small portraits are earlier than the 
others (in which, by the way, T do not observe any 
raised gesso work), but these have definite points of 
resemblance with the portraits on the small panels, 

The large-size paintings from Keston ‘described 
above are in many respects very similar to. the 
smaller works. Although the flesh painting is of 
different character the draperies and backgrounds 
have much in common and 1 should date them 
about the same time. It is curious that there is no 
general study of royal portraits in England, for from 
the tomb effigies and other sources the likenesses of the 
‘carlier kings might be recovered up to Henry III or 
John. The publication of such a series would seem 
desirable. 
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French War Memorials” 


BY ALBERT LOUVET [HONORARY CORRESPONDING MEMBER] 
[Translated from the French by W. Henry Ward, M.A} 


which the Great War was signalised have 

called into being works of art in the form of 
commemorative monuments throughout the length 
and breadth of France: One category of these recalls 
the salient events of the war, such, for instance, as the 
defence of the Fort de Douaumont, the episode of the 
‘TTranchée des Baionnettes, the check to the Germans 
at Dormans ; 2 second keeps green the memory of 
the men of a district, «school or a public institution ; a 
third commemorates the assistance we received from 
friendly nations. ‘These monuments are extremely 
numerous: side by side with those erected in impor- 
tant towns, there are an infinity in small villages ;_and 
all are obviously not of equal value. In spite of the 
appointment of committees to examine the designs, 
far too many of these monuments do not rise above 
mediocrity, a thing not so much to be deplored when 
they remain simple, but dangerous when they are 
pretentious; others, again, are executed from trade 
designs, and are consequently of slight interest even 
in the rare cases where the design is in itself unob- 
jectionable, 

‘These monuments—I am referring to those of 
toivns of a certain importance—are usually on a con- 
siderable scale: in fact, instead of contenting them- 
selves with a simple general dedication ‘* To the men 
Of. who fell for their country " (° Aux enfants de 
‘.« » morts pour Ia Patrie "), towns have in most cases 
decided to inscribe the names of all their fallen on the 
roll of honour: and even in the case of the lesser 
towns the number of names often exceeds 2,000. ‘The 
totals of 1870 are surpassed to an alarming degree ; 
L could mention a great school, for instance, in which 
they have risen from 12 to nearly 300. 

While these monuments are often accompanied by 
figures or ornamental devices, their essential and basic 
feature is thus the tablet on'which the inscription is 
engraved. A certain number of them—and these are 
among the most important—were thrown open to 
competition; the competitions were eagerly con- 
tested, and generally resulted in successful designs, 
But aide by side with important monuments less 
us ones may often be found in minor 
ies which are treated with sobriety and are 
pleasing in effect. Much poor stuff may also be met 
With; alter 1870, too, many memorials were put up 
which exhibited more zeal than art. It is to be hoped 
that in our day so rich in architects of merit we shall 
be more fortunate, But in this connection I should 
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like to pillory the still far too common error that an 
architect is superfluous for a small monument, and 
that a contractor, or even a shop, is all that is wanted. 
‘The error is a fatal one, Nothing is more difficult to 
design than memorials of this kind, and the least 
ambitious may and should contain a note of art. As a 
‘matter of fact, in traversing the country it isan easy 
matter to pick out those memorials which bear the 
mark of a genuine architect's hand. Unfortunately, 
and even sometimes in considerable towns, they do not 
all bear this mark, And then there are those designed 
by bad architects. On this point I will not dwell, for 
Ishould be sadly puzzled to define a bad architect ; it 
would be wiser to ask you to wait fifty years before 
passing a final judgment on the subject of a work of 
art. 

T have been supplied by brother architects with « 
certain number of photographs of executed works and 
of designs, which [ shall haye the honour of showing 
you with a brief accompanying explanation. Nothing 
‘can take the place of a good picture: Horace recog- 
nised long ago how much more can be learnt by the 
eye than by the ear: I will spare you the quotation 
from the old Latin poet, which would revive the happy 
days of my boyhood ; but it is still true. 

‘The works | am about to present to you are of all 
sorts: I cannot profess that it is a real selection, and 
there are many interesting works that T have not been 
able to include. Nevertheless, I may claim that those 
I shall show you have the common characteristic of 
having been designed by architects of merit, and that 
they are all of fine quality. I need scarcely add that I 
shall merely act as showman, without any attempt to 
assess the relative merits of designs by my brother 
architects. 

‘To give my exhibits a semblance of order I shall 
begin with monuments erected by towns, proceed to 
those recalling the fallen of schools or other institu- 
tions, and end with those commemorating great events, 
and those of a religious or purely patriotic character. 








TOWN MEMORIALS. 
Avorn, 
‘Archts. : Messrs. Gras & Monestes. Sera : Mesers. 
Landowaki & Bigonnet. 

‘These four artists won the first prize, carrying with it 
the execution, in a competition in two stages. 

"The monument is to be raised on the platform of the 
Boulevard Laferriére and will command the whole city. 
On the walls of the terrace, which rises in successive tiers, 
will be engraved the names of the 4,500men of Algiers who 
fell in the war. 
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Landowski’s central group represents a winged victory 
and two horsemen raising skyward a warrior reposing on 
the flag. The reliefs on the base represent the departure 
and return of troops. 

‘The monument will be cartied out in stone from the 
neighbourhood of Nimes (the stone of the Maison Carrée) 
and will cost about a million franca, 


“Touncowe (Fig. 1) 
1. Monestes ; Scr.: M. Brasseur. 





Archt 








These two artists were awarded the prize in a com- 
petition. 

‘The monument will occupy the angle of an open space 
near the entrance to the city and in the axis of a street 
leading to Roubaix, The sculpture represents the dead 
coming up out of the trenches at the call of victory with 
banners in their hands. ‘The names of the 2,000 fallen are 
engraved on the walls which form the’ background. 
‘The tear face is treated with « simple decorative tablet 
bearing the city's dedication. A pool and a formal garden 
complete the scheme, 


Asteitnes, 








In this scheme the graves of soldiers brought back from 
the front are grouped round the central monument. They 
conaist of single slabs of which a palm branch and the 
‘name are carved : these appear to cover a trench in which 
the bodies are lined up. The monument proper is thus 
approached through a close surrounded by graves. It 
consists of a high inscribed stele, before which is the figure 
of a recumbent soldier. The stones employed are those of 
Chauyigny and Vilhonneur. 








Brtsomr, 
‘Archt.: M, Lemonnier; Ser.: M, G. Véry. 

‘The monument faces a long processional way to be laid 
out in the park and ending at the foot of a platform on 
which are arranged trophies of arms captured from the 
enemy. 

‘A statue of Victorious France will stand upon a massive 
pedestal ; and around it will be typical figures of soldiers 
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of allJarms. Finally, at the rear,afunerary stele will bear 

inscriptions recalling the sucrifice of the men of Belfort 
‘The monument will be in the stone of Euville 

Ban-tx-Doc (Fig. 

Archt.: M. Roisin; Scr, : M. Moreau Vauthier. 




















‘The triumphant arch of the Sacred Way is to be erected. 
at the exit from Barle-Duc on the Verdun toad, Tet 
originality lies in the fact that the archway, which is low 


tnd. ponderous on the side towards Betle-Due gains 
height and importance on the side towards Veedus & 
frieze carried along the plinth recalls incidents of warfare, 


Eraness 
Archt. : M. Gautruche ; Ser. : M. Bitter, 

‘This monument, which was the subject of a competition, 
‘will be erected in’ public garden at the end of a walk, 
Itconsists of « stele on the front of which are engraved the 
names of the fallen, and on the back the war Com 
mueniqués. Ie is flanked by figures representing the 
Peasant of Beauce aya husbandman and asa soldier. is 
Sarlanded with the fruits of the earth, and surmounted by 
a small statue of Victory. "The monument is to be in the 
stone of Euville and the vietary in gilt bronze, 











Mowrasun-sous-Bors, 
Archt.: M, Tournaire, 
‘This litele commune, situated ut the gates of Pari 
3.200 of ity sons. 
1¢ Monument is to be placed in the cemetery. ‘The 
architect, taking advantage of a steep slope, has designed a 
‘great retaining wall, which gives the opportunity for two 
terraces reached by monumental stairs. ‘On the retaining 
wall panels are cut separated by gilt paims + in the 
is a wreath of Iaurel and an inscription with a V 
above it, and below it the entrance to an ossusry in a 
crypt 


lost 

















Vicny. 
Archt.: M, Tournsie ; Ser.: M. Roussel 
‘The conditions set out that the monument should recall 
the mountain mano on which Vichy stands nthe rode 
the thermal springs that constitute iswealthn wt 
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* A cloud of warriors is therefore seen springing forward 
to vietory from a pile of rocks forming the principal 
feature of the monument, while above them stands 
immortal France, 

Th this rocky substructure the architect has, arranged 
that great tablets shall be hewn out to receive the names of 
the 80 men of Viehy who fell for their country. Low 
down on the rear face a small figure symbolises the 
springs which are seen welling out of the rocks on all sides. 


Sr. Maur sas Fossts (Fig. 3), 
‘M. Dauphin ; Ser, Mile. Dinard. 


Archt. 





‘The monument was set up, after a public competition in 
the military cemetery at the end of an avenue, 200 metres 
long. A figure of victory watches over the repose of the 
1,400 soldiers whose names are engraved on the base, 

‘The monument i of the stone of Hydrequent (Nord), 
the statue of that of Anstrude, 


Somaxy (Ixpue er Lome). 
Archt. : M. Boille; Ser.: M, Gaumont. 

‘This monument stands on the road in front of a large 
open space, A winged genius standing on a pedestal of 
yery simple outline lifts up a victim and carries him to 
immortality. The names are cut on the two sides of the 
pedestal. 

“The group has the calm and serenity of the great period 
of Greek art by which it is inspired. 


Rovrn, 
Archt.: M. Lisch ; Ser. : M. Verlet. 


‘This monument is placed in the cemetery of St. Sever 
ina hemicycle, whence the French graves radiate, Behind 
itis the English cemetery embellished by a chapel designed 
by Sir R. Blomfield, Round the hemicycle runs a wall on 
Which 6,000 names are engraved : in the centre a pedestal 
Carries a catafalque surrounded by figures representing the 
four great allied nations. 


Bayonne. 
Messrs. Molinie, Nicod and Pouthier; Ser 
M. Brasseur. 

‘This monument, intended to be erected in one of the 
‘open spaces of the town, consists of a very simple unoma~ 
mented wall bearing the names and constituting a great 
tablet. It is fanked by two figures, a Basque Shepherd 
and the same shepherd as a soldier. 


Archts. : 








‘Vensarnies. 
Archt,: M, Guilbert ; Ser: M. Emest Dubois 
‘The prize was won by them after a competition in two 
stages, ‘The monument, in honour of 2,000 Versaillais 
Soldiers, will be erected at the angle of the Hotel de Ville 
facing the Avenue Thiers on one side and the Avenue de 
Paris in the axis of the palace on the other, Tt consists of 
a great inscription tablet flanked by symbolical female 
figures, with a forecourt before it. 





Tours 
Ser.: M. Gaumont. 

‘This monument consists of a great memorial tablet on 
the staircase of the Hotel de Ville. In the centre is a 
great inscription : on either side bas-reliefs representing 
War and Peace. On the return walls are the names. 





Lyons, 
Messrs. ‘Tony-Garnier, Roux-Spitz and 

Giroux ; Ser. : M. Larrive. 

‘The Island of the Swans in the Pare de Is Téte d’Or will 
become the Island of the Dead. 

‘The monument will rise in terraces upon it, and will be 
reached by boats, or on great occasions by bridges of boats. 
‘Two groups of three columns will mark the entrance. 
Steps will give access to a shady avenue leading to a 
cenotaph represented by a funerary slab, born by six 
heroes, The name will be insribed on the boundary 
wall, 





Archts. : 


MONUMENTS 'TO THE FALLEN OF SCHOOLS 
OR OTHER INSTITUTIONS. 
‘Tue Lyete St, Lous. 

‘Archt,: M. Leprinee-Ringuet ; Ser- 

‘This monument will be placed against the reception hall 
of the school. It consists of a simply framed name tablet, 
in the centre of which a vigorous plant springs from the 
soil where two dead lie half buried and blossoms into « 
nude figure symbolising youth, 

Lycis Jaxson pe Samy 
Archt.: M. Schneider. 

‘This monument forms the far end of the court, in the 
‘centre of which stands a soldier guarding the frontier. Tt 
Tepresents in the centre a cenotaph adorned with palms 
and a helmet pierced in two places reproducing that worn, 
by the president of the association when wounded at 
‘Verdun. ‘The names arc inscribed on the curved wall, 


M. Gaumont. 








bi 
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Macasis nv Louvain. 


‘This raonument js placed near the reading and writing 
rooms ; it consists of a large tablet of veined white marble 
framed in green bronze. ‘The sculptured portions ai 
stucco ; the lower tablet in pale green marble, and the 
base in Comblanchien " 








coun Surkmmure prs Buaux Ants. 
Archt, ; M. Mareel ; Scr. : M. Jean Boucher. 


“This: monument to 509 pupils or former pu 
school is placed in the Mulberry ‘Tree Court 
‘wall of one of the amphitheatres and is executed in 
blanchien.” 

Tt is composed of # great name tablet with an orn. 
avenal border, Tslated in font oft stands the Fire of « 
soldier. 












MONUMENTS RECALLING SPECIAL EVENTS, 
RELIGIOUS MONUMENTS. 


Dormaxs. 
Archts,: Messrs. Gras and Rousselot, 

In order to recall the victory of the Marne, Mgr. Tissier, 
Bishop of Chilons, promoted a competitian in 1920 for 
the erection of # commemorative ‘1 at Dormans, 
which formed the ‘between the two battles, 

"The chapel was to be a kind of ex-coto in thanksgiving 
for vietory. It was to be placed at the top of a alope and 
its surroundings to be so disposed as to admit of open-air 
ceremonies with access by stairs and sloping ways. 

‘Messrs. Gras and Rousselot’s plan is of the Greck 
ctoss type; the intersection is covered by a Jofty and, 
‘massive steeple outlined against the aky. ‘ 

"The architects mentioned obtained the first prize, but, 
in comerinenee ‘of subsequent incidents, the execution was 
‘entrusted to an architect who had not competed. 














Dovaumont. 
1. Archts.: Messrs Axéma and Hardy. 

A competition was promoted by Mgr. Ginisty, bis 
of Verdun, for a monument to commemorate the terrible 
Strugifle which centred round the fort, ‘The monument, to 
tbe set on the ridge which dominates the valley, was to form 
fan ossuary to contain the remains of the various unit 
hie took part in the fighting. Te was also to comprise a 

it Catholic Church is well as Protestant, Jewish and 
Mahoramedan chapels. A cemetery occupies the slope. 
‘The first stage Of the competition produced » remarkable 
series oF designs, and the five selected for the second stage 
{tre of such merit that [ propose to ahow you them all. 

“The first prize and the execution of the work were 
conferred upon Messrs, Azéma and Hardy. ‘They placed 
fon the ridge a long ossuary in the form of a cloiater with 
tthe Catholie Church in the centre and the chapels at the 
‘ends, except the Mahormedan chapel, which is outside, 


a. Archt.: M. Henri Royer. 
‘The plan is disposed along the ridge, Its author had 
tthe original idea of placing his ossuary in a erypt. ‘The 
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church is central above the crypt, the chapels behind it 
In front of the ossuary is # large forecourt for open-air 
Geremonie ; » smaller one ia provided in front of the 





3. Archt,: M. Bigot, 

M. Bigot won the third prize, 

His ossuaries are arranged along the ridge divided from, 
end to end by a central way leading to the church. ‘The 
‘crest is reached by road following the edite of the 
semetery und bordered by monuments, a ind of Sacred 
Way of noble effect. ‘The cemetery thus retains its 
imposing unity. 


4nd 5. Archta.: Messrs, Chollet, Mathon, and Souzy. 


"They obtained the fourth and fifth prizes with the two 
designs they submitted. 

Tr casi noone 1 paced oe the ert of the ridge, 
and is surmounted by the Catholic Church incorporate 
with it, In one the church has two great vestibules around 
which are arranged cells containing the oxsuaries of the 

units. 

In the other, a forecourt is introduced before. the 
church with porticoes forming ossuaries round it, ‘This 
‘court is reached by a grand staircase and termices in 
geniously arranged to give access to the church, which is 
at a higher level, 





Sr. Anye p’Aunay, 
Archt.: M. Ménard. 


‘M. Ménard was the winner in a competition pro- 
moted by the bishops of Brittany, and open to architects 
fof that province, ‘The monument, dedicated to. the 
memory of the Bretons who fell, is to form part of the 
‘buildings connected with the famous pilgrimage, 

In a large enclosure surrounded by trees the central 
monument will comprise a platform roofed over in the 
form of a baldacchino for open-air ceremonies, with a 
funerary chapel in a crypt below. An exedra, subdivided 
by, five chapels, corresponding to the five ‘dioceses of 
Brittany, will run round the monument and form the 
back wail of the enclosed space, which is entered by a 
triumphal arch dedicated to St, Joun of Arc, ‘The Stations 
of the Cross will be arranged round the inside of the 
boundary wall. ‘The buildings will be in the local granite, 

‘The monument is specially devised for the numerous 
ceremonies connected with the pilgrimage. 








PATRIOTIC MONUMENTS, 
‘Monument ro THe Heroxs op rime Biack Anny. 
Archt.: M, Bluysen ; Scr. M. Moreau Vauthier 
A. committee of military and political i 
Gestion eps rosoostod otha aeeslnt eat yale 
chiefs who fell in the war, at Bamako, in the Soudan, A 

replica is to be erected on the French Front. 
A group of sharpshooters with an officer carrying a flag 


stands on a very simple pedest in 
stands on very simple pedestal recalling the architecture 
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INTRN-ALLIED PaNrHRON oP THE Sos (Fig. 4)- 
Archt.: M, Duthoit 





‘This monument is intended to perpetuate the memory 
of the heroic defence of Amiens by the Allied Armies in 
1918, At the crossroads by which the enemy attempted 
to débouch, a circular wall will be erected, against the 
buttresses of which stand soldiers of the different 
fiationalities, Bas-reliefs between the buttresses. will 
recall the chief phases of the struggle, the Marne, the 
‘Yser, the Somme, Verdun, ete. In the centre will stand 
a Pantheon surmounted by a winged Victory ; seven 
fapies within it will receive the names of French and 

ign soldiers who fell for civilisation. 




















Mowuant or Vernon (Fig. 5). 


Archt.: M. Chesnay ; Ser.; M. Jean Boucher. 








"The edifice commemorating the illustrious name of 
Verdun will be placed against the terrace in the Place duu 
Maréchal Pétain and incorporated in the old ramparts 





Ic will consist of an imposing base preceded by 
steps and surmounted by a group representing the 
soldiers of Verdun and France Victorious. On either hand 
great stairways lead up to the place.” The ground below 
Constitutes the vestibule to a erypt, in which will be the 
sarcophagi of unknown warriors and the rolls of honour 
containing the names of French and foreign soldiers who 
fought at Verdun, 








‘Tae Tnascutx pes Baionnerres (Fig. 6). 
Archt, : M, André Ventre. 





‘The object was to honour and preserve a trench in 
which, in June, 1916, 1 platoon of the 137th Regiment 
of Infantry was buried at its post standing to arms. 

‘The monument is conceived as a slab covering the 
trench supported on two rows of massive piers which 
expose to view the slope of the hill and the half-buried 
arms. At one end the slab abuts on the ridge of 
‘Thiaumont; at the other it restp on a support in the form 
of a stele bearing a cross. At the entrance of the erypt 
isa massive door of wrought iron. ‘The monument is 
executed in concrete. 


























Monosent oy Tux Ponvrs DE 
Ventre; Sera. Messrs 
Bourdelle and Navarre. 
10 be set up on the Pointe de Gave, 
‘commemorate the intervention of 


VE. 
Bartholomé, 











America in the war, 

Te takes the form of an immense lig 
high. ‘The tower on which its cupola is reared has oblique 
sides. On the point towards the sea is a figure 20 metres 
high. ‘Towards the land two huge spurs shelter gallery, 
the walls of which bear bas-relief representing the sailing. 
of La Fayette and the arrival of the Americans, The 





thouse, 100 metres 





‘terminates before a colossal inscription tablet. 
ly in reinforced concrete. 





gall 
‘The monument is 

Moxuatinr to M, Cunsneycuay, ar Sr, Hamstnve, 

Ser, M. Sicard, 

T\Phe monument was raised by subscription in the little 
Village in Vendée where the illustrious statesman pent 
his youth, and near the family house. 

"The sculptor represents Clemenceau standing watching 
surrounded by potlur, among whom he loved to be. 

T have come to the end of my examples. Doubtless, 
the designs I have had the honour of showing you are 
but a small part of those set up throughout our country : 
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they are, however, a selected group. You have seen 
‘some of every kind ; some unassuming, some impor- 
tant, but all are the work of good architects and show 
an interesting evolution in symbolic architecture— 
tending towards simplicity and breadth of treatment. 
Present-day architects are seeking to free themselves 
from established forms, from the lumber of hackneyed 
mould hhis movement is extending to sculpture, 
i ming suppler and freer, Look,for instance, 

‘at what is being done by the great sculptors Landowski 
and Sicard, as well as by others whose works I have 
shown you. Our comrades are very talented, and in 
mublic Competitions it is often very difficult t0 decide 
etween designs which are all of remarkable merit; 
even among the unsuccessful are often many of the 

ik. 














Iso to be observed that the use of new materials, 
especially reinforced concrete, modifies architectural 
forms ; it is the great merit of architects of our day, 
who have the equipment of a solid classical education, 


The Renaissance of 
BY PROFESSOR HUBER’ 
By the publication of this volume Sir Thomas Jack- 
son tae concluded his great history of the development 
of Post-Roman architecture, from the fall of the Western 
Empire to the full development of the Classic Renaia- 
‘sance in the eighteenth century 
‘The author has brought to this task all the knowledge 
and wisdom gained in a long lifetime of study, travel 
and practice, and. in spite of years this latest volume 
shows the same vigour and enthusiasm and independ- 
‘ence of view that mark the whole series, The vitality 
and interest are maintained throughout. 
As in the case of the two immediately preceding 
volumes, which deal with England and Italy, the first 
juestion that one naturally ts is whether Gotch and 
Hlomfeld, Geoffrey Scott Anderson do not suffice. 
Have not Blomfield and Ward, with their distinguished 
scholarship and thoroughness of research, said all that 
there is to say about the Renaissance in France? Yet 
‘one has but to read the books of this series to know that 
‘Sir Thomas is fully justified. The very continuity is in 
itself invaluable, for the student can ‘grasp how each 
style has evolved out of the last, how deep a part Tradi- 
tion has had to play in moulding new forms and theo- 
ties. One recalls Mr. Gladstone’s remark to his hostess 
at breakfast when the poured the dregs of his first cup 
of coffee into the slop basin, “ Oh, don't do that! I 
believe in hist U continuit T hate these sweeping 
revolutions !"" Sir Thomas holds the same views as 
Mr. Gladstone, and is true to the theory throughout. 
ia ee sce prem rrr ey 
Graham Jackson, Bart., RA. Part IIL. France, Cambridge : 
Senter 





























that they are able to adapt themselves to every novelty. 
without falling into the grotesque or the illogical, as 
‘was the case with the inventors of the already exploded 
modern style,” 

You have been able to judge from this rapid and 
incomplete review of the rare quality of the works of 
‘our contemporaries. Our French School is going from 
strength to strength, and is proving it in every way. 
Alli has to do i to press forward. 

1am particularly happy to have been able to show 
our eminent English brothers a part of the output of 
our country in the domain of war memorials, You 
know the ever closer bonds which unite us. ‘This year, 
again, several British architects have sent works to the 
Salon which have attracted keen attention. We shall 
continue our rel of good neighbourhood, and 
shall be happy if this mutual instruction can ‘draw. 
closer the bonds which unite two friendly nations, and 
contribute, above all, to the fortunate evolution of 
architecture and to the repute of architects. 








Roman Architecture’ 
WORTHINGTON, M.A, [4]. 








In the same way each volume deals clearly with the 
sociological influences, and the history of the times, the 


Conditions of production, and the status and methods 





and craftsmen are presented with great 


dness, 
But perhaps the greatest debs that students of arhi- 





tectural history owe to the author is the ever-present in- 
sistence on the importance of observing structural Jaws 
and the basic influence of Reason on Design. One is re- 
minded of the saying of Professor Lethaby's that archi 
should not be thought of as hairdresser 
hut as men of power as practical builders, 
a passage in Sir Thomas's introduction to 
his Byzantine and Romanesque urchitecture in which, 
he warns the reader of the danger of paying too much 
attention to the literary and historical view. “As dis- 
tinct from mere building, the primary function of are 
tecture, like the other arts, is to please by exciting and 
satisfying certain wsthetic emotions, Architecture of 
the past, no less than that of to-day, must be judged on 
athetic grounds, and into this aspect of it history does 
hot enter ; beauty is for all time and sufficient in itself, 
For this reason, with many. professional architects, 
archeology and the study of ancient buildings has 
fallen into disrepute. It is blamed as the parent of that 
mechanical imitation of bygone styles which used to be 
considered the only safe path for an architect to tread. 
‘To meet this danger Sir ‘Thomas would have us 
in mind the three 
sociological influence and structural reasonableness, 
(prder that we may avoid much of the misleading hum 
bug that has misled the student. In this way history cant 
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be studied in true perspective and bea help and not a 
hindrance, a e 

In this latest volume, as in the others, a strong sense of 
personal bias in favour of the earlier stages of Renais- 
sance art challenges the reader's mind and makes him 
read with added piquancy and interest. ‘Those with a 
leaning towards th slater Stages of the development will 
dispute the proportion of pages given to the earlier and 
Jater stages as an unfair distribution, although it must 
be admitted that there is a more equable balance than 
in the volume on England. 

However, it must be borne in mind that Sir Thomas 
does not set out to give so exhaustive a story of this 

shase of art as Sir Reginald or Mr. Ward, ‘The latter’s 
contains 500 pages as compared with the 210 of 
this volume, 

One cannot cease to admire the astonishing amount 
of information that is concentrated in so small a space 
without undue compression, and the brevity ensures an 
ay gratp of the period ata whole, 

in France and in England the evolution of the 
revived classic style followed on very parallel lines. In 
both cases we first have insertion of ornamental details 
4 a mode d'Ttalie graited on to buildings still in the ver- 
nacular style, The French persisted in the high-pitched 
roof, the dormer window, the mullions and transoms, 
the towering chimneys, and the angle bastions. 
"Thomas deals at length with the evolution of the modern 
architect until we find hit fully developed in Philibert 
de l'Orme. Philibert, the son of a master-mason, was 
horn the year after Bramante’s death, and was studying 
architecture as a lad in Rome in 1529 or 1530, where he 
‘was introduced to Pope Paul [11, How closely, then, is 
this Inigo Jones of France linked to the great Humanists 
offtaly. Peruzziand AntoniodaSangalloil Giovane were 
at the summit of their careers, and we can little doubt 
that the keen young French ‘student will have come 
under the spell of their personal influence. Vignola was 
still young and Palladio but a boy. Yet for all thi 
‘our author notes with delight that, " in spite of all his 
passion for the Renaissance, the unfettered spirit of the 
medizoval architect of old still burned in the breast of 
Philibert de Orme, 

It is very unfortunate that so many of his important 
buildings are but names to us, The Chiteau de S. Maur~ 
les-Fosses is destroyed, and the much altered palace of 
the Tuileries met the same fate in 1871, whilst only half 
of Anet now remains. 









































‘The links between the French architects Of the Period 
are as strongly forged as in the case of Italy. With de 
YOrme are Bullant, Lescot, Goujon. The Lemercier 
and du Cerceau families are in their turn succeeded by 
the Mansarts, and Francois Mansart is the favourite, for 
he takes liberties with the style in detail without violat- 
ing the principle. So the great tradition is carried on 
through Le Vau, Le Notre and Perrault to Gabriel and. 
Soulflot. ‘The professional circle is closely guarded, the 
association between the architects of the day is strongly 
maintained, and hereditary tradition in the family re~ 
tainds us of the San Gall, and Ganmichell with bialoyal 
band of nephews. And we note with interest yet another 
link, Sir Christopher Wren met the great Bernini on 
his visit to Paris, and his close association with the 
French architects was a kind of Union Franco- 
ritannique des Architectes of those days, and one 
which exerted a powerful influence on English Archi- 
tecture. 

In his conclusion Sir Thomas once more shows his 
guns. ‘This Renaissance of Roman Architecture, parti= 
ularly in France and England, is to him " one of the 
strangest freaks of human intelligence that have ever 
taken place," in spite of the pleadings of Sir Reginald 
and Mr. Geoffrey Scott, Tt comes as an alien to disturb 
the native styles of architecture. He laments the inevit- 
able " triumph of the rule of dogma and authority,” and 
the sincerity of his declamations is an admirable tonic 
and challenge to those who have strong Renaissance 
sympathies. 

Yet all will agree with the veteran writer that no eon 
scious seeking fornovelty will help us, that itis from the 
demands of utility that the best suggestion for future 
advance must come, and that we must adapt our archi- 
tecture to our unprecedented novel opportunities, not 
try to adapt them to our architecture. Such sentiments 
cannot be too often expressed, and no one has ever 
‘expressed them witha greater clearness than Sir Thomas 
Jackson. 

We are lastingly his debtors and most heartily con- 
gratulate him on the successful conclusion of his 
labours. 

‘The book is presented in the distinguished style of 
the Cambridge University Press, and isa joy to the book- 
lover. It is fully illustrated, mainly from reproductions 
of old prints, photographs, and sketches by the author 
snd his son. Aclear table of dates and an index add 0 
its value. 
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Professor Adshead on Town Planning* 
BY PROFESSOR C. H. REILLY [F.], M.A. 


eis right and proper that the first serious textbook 
on Town Planning should come from Professor 
‘Adahead, who was the first holder of the first chair to 
‘be founded in the subject at any English University, 
In establishing the Chaic of Civic Design in the Liver- 
pool School of Architecture, Lord Leverhulme enabled 
the systematic study of the countless problems involved 
in this yast subject to be undertaken. This volume, 
‘embodying Professor Adshead’s lectures on preliminary 
considerations, is part of the result achieved. ‘The orga- 
nisation of the growth of many English towns and dis- 
tricts both by him and his successor at Liverpool, 
Professor Abercrombiey the many housing schemes 
carried out by them and their students; The Town 
Planning Review, issued quarterly from the School of 
Architecture, are all part of the work accomplished in 
‘some dozen years or so. But even to-day the subject 
remains a new one, and in its larger aspects, dealing as 
it does with changing human conditions, it must always 
be so, Every country is tackling it—we were by no 
means the first—from its peculiar angle; and, so far, 
one can safely say that no country has found the com- 
ete solution—that arrangement of fixed points and 
ines, combined with assured freedom of growth in the 
right directions, which satisfies and gives artistic expres- 
sion to all national and local ideas and characteristics, 
Probably there is no complete solution. ‘The concep- 
tion of the ideal must vary with every climeand country, 
‘The most the town-planner can do when planning for 
the distant future is to paint on a very big canvas with a 
very broad brush, But this, at least, we may: say : 
however accurate the scientific information may be on 
‘which he bases his design, it is only the artist who will 
have the insight and inspiration necessary to combine 
all the possibilities into an expressive and efficient 
whole, His must be the master hand, with the lawyer 
and the engineer as his servants, or the whole thing will 
bbe born de: 
No artist, then, deals with such colassal material or 
works on such a colossal scale as the town-planner. ‘The 
architect builds but single buildings or groupsof 
buildings. He does not attempt to conceive, create, and 
then train the largest living organism, His building 
fr buildings are stationary things, whereas the town- 
planner's roads and districts are for ever growing and 
varying their functions. If he makes mistakes his 
mistakes will mar the lives and fortunes of thousands, 
while his success will do the reverse. No wonder the 
‘world till recently, except in small isolated cases, has 
taken a negative attitude towards such possibilities. It 
‘and Town Development. ByS.D. Adshead. 
aoe 
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preferred the luck of haphazard individual effort to 
‘organised growth, fearing that if the organised growth 
took a wrong direction it might equally mean organised 
death. 

Professor Adshead is therefore wise to write first a 
preliminary survey of possibilities and conditions. The 
problem is too intricate for cut-and-dried solutions at 
the outset. Whether, however, it was necessary to 
evolve or adopt, as he has done, the sociological theory 
that all men can be divided into fishermen, hunters, 
agriculturists, or other primitive types is not so clear. 
Even if the theory were proved to he true of individuals, 
it would not be true of the aggregates in our big towns. 
‘There are types, if still existing, that would surely cancel 
one another. Liverpool is not a predatory hunting 
town and Manchester a bucolic agricultural one, or is 
it so? It is an interesting speculation. Professor 
Adshead is on safer ground in his chapters dealing 
‘with the relations between towns, with transport, road 
administration, zoning, and the restrictions possible 
under the present Town Planning Acts, 

Even in this preliminary survey, interesting and 
stimulating alike to the general reader and to the 
budding expert, « certain amount of detail has to be 
discussed. Professor Adshead in doing this, a3 the 
original thinker he is, is always making interesting con- 
crete suggestions, One feels, indeed, on reading his 
book, that he provides the ideas for the rest of the town- 
planning world. Even on such a small point, for 
instance, as when and when not granite curbs should be 
used for roads, one realises instinctively that he is 
right. His tasteis unerring. Indeed, if he had extended 
his book and gone into more actual cases, and especially 
if he had given more of his own plans, the beauty of 
his solutions: would be found to surpass the interest, 
{great as iti, of his present generalisations. Let us hope 
that they are being reserved for a future book, oF 
books. May he not only write books to mould our 
opinions,even if, ike Aristotle's; they are re-made from 
his Iecture notes (though of a looser texture), but may he 
mould the future of still more of our towns. Such 
sympathetic and conservative insight, together with 
such fertility of idea as he possesses—a rare combina- 
tion—should be worth many millions of pounds and 
‘much happiness to our descendants, if only the autho- 
rities here and now have the sense to employ them. 














The Grand Medaille de la Société des Architectes 
diplOmées par le Gouvernement Frangais has been 
Btarted to Me. John W. Simpsoo, Past Presiden, 

foyal Institute of British Architects, and joit tect 
of the British Empire Exhibitions soo architect 
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EIGHT CHAPTERS ON ENGLISH MEDI/EVAL 
ART. A Study in English Economics by E. S. 
Prior, A.R-A., Slade Professor of Fine Art in the 
Unjersity of Cambridge. (Cambridge : At the 
University Press, 1923. 65. net.] 


‘The great value of Mr. Prior's book on the economy 
of English Gothic architecture seems to lie in its main 
idea of connecting the achievements of art with the 
events of contemporary life, a connection which is all 
too frequently ignored at the present day, with 1 
inevitable result that some of our cleverest work 
merely a dishing up of styles and periods. Mr. Prior 
shows that in ** Gothic” England design in art was a 

it of an economic problem and arose naturally from 
fis solution, Beauty was not divorced from service- 
ableness and direct expression of useful structural form 
supplied the monf of many a masterpiece of mason 
craft. 





Tt may be questioned, however, whether the author 
has not estimated at rather too high a rate both the 
intelligence and the facilities for observation of his 
readers in yenturing to lay before them such a concise 
résumé of his complex subject without assisting their 
powers of assimilation by reproducing as illustrations 
the valuable photographs of Gothic work which 
accompanied his delivery of the Carpenter Lectures 
upon the same theme. 

It is one thing to read that the Benedictines repre- 
sented luxury in Art and that the Cistercians repre 
sented economy, and quite another thing to realise 
that the “luxury " was often somewhat crude and 
barbarous, and that the “economy ” was sometimes 
accompanied with the utmost refinement of discretion 
both in the placing and in the execution of the decora- 
tive detail and the disposition of structural masses. 
Words alone are liable to fail to indicate sufficiently the 
change brought about in the arts of architecture and 
decoration by the reform in Monastic: rule, and, thanks 
to our slipshod method of modern speech, both * lux- 
ury” and “ economy ” are ambiguous terms. Luxury 
as often as not is coupled with refinement, and economy 
with the uncouth and harsh things of life, To any 
architect standing before the Cistercian remains at Rie~ 
yaulx or Byland Abbeys, it would be obvious that the 
word economy, applied to describe the perfect pre- 
Gision of their style, was used in its sense of spending 
‘well rather than of spending little, though to a student 
who had not happened to see the things described the 
point would not be clear without pictorial aid. Readers 
OF Mr. Prior's book are advised to refer to other works 
for illustrations or to visit the buildings mentioned in 











the text, but to.a young man studying for an examina- 
tion this advice is a counsel of perfection. Or, if he 
could undertake such an interesting tour, would he 
‘always be content toagree with the authorandtodescribe 
a brick building at Ravenna as "* barbarous ee 
‘or wrought stone buildings in the South of France as 
* concrete built" ? 
Wituiam Harvey. 


DAMP WALLS. By Ernest G. Blake. (Crosby Lock- 
teood & Son, Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludeate Hilt, 
£04. 8/6 net.] 

‘This is a useful manual on the subject of the various 
causes of dampness. in house walls, and the best 
methods of dealing with them. 

“The subject is dealt with under the headings of Mate- 
rials—The effects of damp and various causes—Tem- 
porary remedies internal and external—Permanent 
femedies—Causes of dampness and their remedies— 
Condensation—Methods. of waterproofing Portland 
‘cement—Waterproof building construction. 

‘As a rule a building, whatever kind of materials are 
employed in its construction, is partly situated under 
the ground level, or on the ground itself, and above it is 
the air. Therefore the buildings are influenced by all 
the changeable conditions of the surrounding elements, 
ground or atmosphere. If we consider that all building 
materials are more or less porous, they are consequently 
fiable to contain a certain amount of water in propor- 
tion to their Coefficient of porosity. 

‘The dampness encountered ordinarily in a building 
mainly arises from the following causes: 

(1) Original dampness due to the building materials 
employed, the water used when building, forthe mortar, 
plaster, etc., and the atmospheric agents, such as rain, 
snow, fog, etc. 

(2) Dampness duc to capillari 

(3) Humidity of condensatio 

(4) Humidity due to infiltration. 


‘The book deals adequately with these causes by the 
usual means—stopping the porosity of the materials 
tither by surface treatment, or by rendering the whole 
bulk now porous, but these processes are all subject 
to change and decay. 

‘The Knapen system which is not mentioned in this 
book is based on a durable drying method by preserving 
the porosity and utilising it in conformity to natural 
laws, 

“The illustrations of walls where the dampcourse is 
separate in the wall and the brickwork carrying the floor 
plate is not correct. ‘The damp would be sure to attack 
the plate if the work is carried out as shown. 


H. D. Seartes-Woon [F.]. 
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Nos oy Mevneus op vas Lrrenarone ConarTee on 
Thee Notes are ped hut pc too farther and 
oes are pabed etout oo 

more detailed criticirm.] 

WESTMINSTER ABBEY, by HF. Westite, 2 ola. Fo 
Lond. 1923. £10 105. [Philip Allan and Co.] 

Canon: Westlake has now given us the fut of evany year 
study of the archives and_ sidioge of the Abbey of St, Peter's, 
Westminster and of fe Church and other bulldings’ in to 
hardhome: volumes which will te sank ay the” foremost 
futhony on tat inexinunibe subject, W. HW 


FARLY ENGLISH FURNITURE AND WOODWORK. 
By Herbere Cexcnsky and Emest R. Gobble. ros, 
Ex, 40, Lond, igs. G7 9n. {rhe Waveley, Book 
Conti] phe 
“These volumes ar specially interesting se they bing together 
shat might be called structural aswell x decorsive woe work 
‘The tle ofthe bok rather mugger that im concerned with 
Gorhie nondwork of, ray the tartenth century. But ss 
pe, gs ones sma ey we, Rhee, 
foc nntance, winch nd suggestive chapter on m 
tment ofthe English Timber Roh Others travel ever sock 
Subjects a'Timber Howes: Porches and Doors the Stairane 
‘Wood Panelings and Mantels; Bedneade, From such ue 
Jeceas these the work goes nto fndiete the devslonment of 
the Chest snd Sanding Cuphosrd, the English Oak Chasn 
td Clocks and Furniture. Te survey, anit it more han 
there survey, caries the subject om well inty the ter year of 
peice conary: Some af the ule have crany 
been well weated before, but in ths exe oe find then: deat 
‘with asin s connected series, and it not sways sui 
Tealised by some tat there ir this real relationship betes 
Hapdhc of crnftin any pevod or schol, "To be ciel 
be tid there aro For a more cans eporcciton 
eet einen ame nena pyre 
the cafe of fared dimensions ving gener shapes and snes 
see ded para o tbe canting Thine Bt 
ay aripplementny oles fonder the supervision 
‘of an author with a technical Knowledge of structural problesas 
‘woul become possibly a textbook on the subject for tetal 
Practical wer And there are undoubtedly macy devwingt st 
Exigtence if they could only be used for the purposes which 
wot go along wey fownrde comnpstng such's elas, 
We. 
A MANUAL OF ARCHITECTURAL COMPOSITIONS. 
By John ‘Pheadore Hancman. ‘Fo ‘New Yorks sos: 
Giijet bbe Archie Bok Pub Co, ex 
rik) 
‘An American production of 70 plates, with 18 examples, 
tive but of varying merit. A ray book for a seung 
Sradent, but perhaps Mt mast in part, prove heptal Shes 
feopiecten ea BO. 


VISIONI DI ARCHITETTURA. By Aldo Ayat. 
‘Turin {1923}. £1 13s. [C. Crudo and Co,, Turin.) 
‘This ie Glo of reproductions of skeche i olga of 
Ti fory designs, uty owners fr Goes bene ee 
ems signs, forcit awn, are far cing stylistic, 
‘ther hand, re not in the ieresponuble ad secon? 
‘Hlemunner evident in tome ofthe German or Austins orks 
= similar eis ap interesting volume, as being & 
‘oders parallel to the work ofthe Galt feraly, und other sevens 
teenth century designers of preset,” of which the Library 
omesoes so lage ncollection” Cut 
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VARCHITETTURA E LARTE MUSULMANA IN 
EGITTO E NELLA PALESTINA. By Use arch, 
Fo, Turin 1923-23) (C, Grado md Coy, Turin] te, 
A folio yolume containing more than 150 plates, 
pith short leterpress ofthe architecture of Falcane sd Nena 
Africa, exteriors, interiors and fittings, An ideal preparstion 
for anyone proposing to vist these countries, 6D. 


PRACTICAL | NOTES FOR _ ARCHITECTURAL 
DRAUGHTSMEN. By A. W.S. Cross and K. M. 1 
Gooss, Sed Series. Folio. London (roas]. [Phe Are 
shitectural Press, Lid] 231, 

‘This is the third series of « most useful work giving the 
modern system of presentation of working dravtings bya sams 
ber of well-known architects. itis interesting foran old sager 
{Gnas the emarable change i th clu of dvetng ened 

1 modern oi fe reproduction as con 

tetsted withthe opin of laborious wai 2 

BIS: 


PICTURESQUE GREECE. Architecture, Landscape, Life 
of the, ple. La yo. Lands tag, ft Fae 
Contains 176 good photographs of Greek architecture and 
landscape, ‘Phe views are iupiring, and in many estes que 
new. Well worth perasal, res 


CHURCHES, Selected by Frank 
68 plates in portfolio, “Fo,” Cleves 
OH Faovend ais 
an interesting collection of 68 plates illus 
can publisher. -Teabiows that 
yy lone ere crt 9 
i ~ iteacen plates as a very living 
art in the hands of such men as G1 Badiog, Me 
Scott and Sir Robere Lorimer, ws well ma others, O° OUee™ 
H.C.c, 
DOMESTIC ARCHITECTURE OF ‘THE AMERICAN 
SGLONIES AND OF THE EARLY REPUBLIC. ty 
ml 40. New York. 1922. [Charles 
Scribner and Sons} £5 32 eel 
‘Our literature on the subject of Colonial 
already considerable, but this i weal 
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NEW THAMES BRIDGE 


‘THE LONDON CITY CHURCHES. 

‘The pamphlet, The London Gity Churches, just com- 
piled and issued by the London Society, deserves to be 
studied by every citizen, for it is a veritable mine of 
interesting facts and historical and architectural details 
of the 45 City churches enumerated therein by the 
‘veteran Dr. Philip Norman, F.S.A. 

One can but earnestly hope that the attack on the 
City churches, and the proposal to pull down nineteen 
‘of them, will arouse such a storm of indignation and 
remonstrance that, when the ‘* Union of Benefices and 
Disposal of Churches (Metropolis) Measure, 1923," 
‘comes before the National Assembly this month, it will 
not receive a first reading. There is one very important 
point which must not be lost sight of, viz., the church- 
Yards cannot be built on, a8 they are protected by the 
* Disused Burial Grounds Act, 1884," but as without 
its adjacent churchyard the church would often lose 
more than half its value as a building site, amendments 
must be jealously watched should the draft measure 
obtain a first reading. B.G. 

6th November 1923. 

*.? The pamphlet, price ts., may be obtained from 
the ‘publishers, T. Fisher Unwin, Led., 1 Adelphi 
Terrace, W.C.2. 

‘Tum Zexrrn Society. 

"That a Society to be named the Zenith Society be 
formed to assist the clengy in maintaining the spiritual life 
of London; and that this Society should arrange for 
addresses and musical performances expressive of what is 
best in life, in nature, and in art to be given in the City 
churches." 

‘The above resolution was carried at an influential 
meeting, including representatives of the R.L.B.A., the 
London Society, the Socrety for the Protection of Ancient 
Buildings, the Society of Antiquaries, the Royal Society 
of Literature, Church Arts and Crafts, held at the Mansion 
House on and November: 

Sir Francis Younghusband, in explaining the objects of 
the Society, said that something more than protests, was 
required 0 save the threatened churches. | Something 
constructive was necessary, and the laity should work 
with the clergy. ‘The proposal was that a society should 
be formed to organise meetings in the City churches at 
sthich what was of most worthy what wns highest ard best 
in life, in nature, or in art, should be held up for reverent 
admiration by men and women most competent to point 
‘out wherein the worth lay, and best able to communicate 
to others the enjoyment they had felt. Cariyle’s addresses 
‘on Hero Worship,” Barrie's on “* Courage,” Masefield’s 

on Shakespeare,” William Morris's on " Architecture,” 
wrere typical of the appreciation which the promoters had 
in mind, ‘The subjects would be much as demanded 
reverence in treatment, Addresyes of that nature and 
musical performances were already given in many City 
churches. ‘The present proposal was merely an extension 
of existing activities. ‘There were also in the big business 
houses the musical societies and lecrure societies organised 
by and composed of members of banks, insurance eom- 











panies, etc. when those societies wanted 
‘addresses or music in which the element of reverence was 
ees asad wes aire ese Pere 

idresses or musical perfor ina yurch, 
lose to their place of business, If societies auch as were 
represented at the meeting, and such other bodies as the 
‘London University, knew that there was a demand in the 
Gity for speakers, ‘singers, and players, they would be 

prepared to give assistance. So the spiritual forces of 
Toren woul bs oubiteed tal ashley at the sptodl 
life of the country be warded off. 

Lord Crawford, representing the Society of Anti~ 
‘quaries, said it was almost incredible that this generation, 
with its great and growing love of what was beautiful, 
should voluntarily sce how far it could emulate, in the 
destruction of City churches, the Great Fire of London. 
What was now proposed to be destroyed represented 
practically all that was noblest and most sincere in British 
“architecture which followed the catastrophe of the Fire. 

‘Mr, John Bailey, speaking as Vice-Chairman of the 
National Trust, said it was impossible to conceive that 
the measure for the destruction of the City churches 
‘would be carried through both Houses of Parliament, 
having regard to the popular opposition it had excited. * 
If the process of demolition were allowed to begin in 
London, it would certainly extend elsewhere. "Therefore, 
the process should be opposed and stopped in London. 

‘A preliminary committee was formed to carry the 
resolution as quoted above into effect. 

Sir Aston Webb, P.R.A., was prevented from attending 
by illness. 








NEW THAMES BRIDGE, 

‘The Secretary of the Institute has addressed the 
following letter to the London County Council :— 

1 November 1933. 
‘The Clerk, 
‘The London County Council, 
County Hall, 
Westminster Bridge Road, 8.E. 

S1x,—In view of the proposals that have recently 
been revived for the construction of a St, Paul’s Bridge, 
the Council of the Royal Institute of British Architects 
wishes to reiterate its considered opinion that there is a 
real necessity for a bridge at Charing Cross, 

My Council desires to place on record its conviction 
that the London County Council should direct its 
policy and financial commitments towards the con- 
struction ofa bridge at Charing Cross, which is urgently 
wanted in order to relieve the traffic over Westminster 
and Waterloo Bridges. ‘The construction of such a 
bridge would, in addition, provide several years’ work 
for a great number of men. 

My Council also desires to enter a strong protest 
against any contribution from public funds by the 
London County Council towards the cost of the 
approaches to St. Paul’s Bridge, which, in its opinion 
and apparently in the opinion of the Corporation of 
the City of Loudon, ss twice expressed wt recent 
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ings of the Court of Common Council, is not 

wanted, Indeed, the Council of the Royal Institute 

of British Architects believes its construction would 

involve a serious waste of public money. On the 

other hand, the moment seems o for co- 

ration between the Government, the London 

wnty Council and the Corporation for the purpose 

of building at Charing Cross 2 magnificent bridge 

which would be one of the glories of the Metropolis, 

and assist greatly in solving the very urgent problems 
of traffic and unemployment. 

Tam, Sir, 
‘Your obedient Servant, 
Tax MacAuisrex, 
Secretary. 


Legal 

1c aNISON p. HRITH URBAN COUNCIL. 

case interesting to those in lousing 
matters under the Addison scheme was decided by Mr. 
‘Justice Bailhache* on 13 October, and is in contrast to that 
eported in the Journal of 20 October last. 

A Quantity veyor, Mr. Ernest D. Nixon, F.S.L., 
sued the Erith Urban Council to recover £1,150 135, 34. 
for the preparation of Bills of Quantities. ‘The Local 
Council purposed to build 79 pairs of houses, and their 
Architect was instructed and authorised to employ 
Quantity Surveyor. 

‘Memorandum No. 31, at that time circulated by the 
‘Ministry of Health, governed the position, and it was 
‘not pleaded that the architect exceeded his authority in 
sarong to sha ee 

‘Unforunstely, there was no Contract under seal 
between the Quantity Surveyor and the Urban Council, 
and the Local Authority on this ground disputed the claim 
under the Public Health Act, 1875, Section 174, which 
fprovides that " Every Contract made by an Urban Autho- 
ity whereof the value or amount exceeds £50 shail be in 
writing and sealed with the Common Seal of Such 
Authority." 

‘The Judge said he wondered whether this matter could 
‘be accommodated in any way, and Counsel for the defen 
dants replied he could not agree to any terms without the 
consent of the Ministry of Health, and he was aware that 
the Ministry depended upon a decision in this case to 
decide a number of cases, ; 

‘Mr. Justice Bailhache in his judgment said :— There- 
fore, there being no contract under seal, | am obliged to 
find that, although this gentleman has done the work, snd 
the Council have had the benefit of his services, he cannot 
eset hon the tomy fs year rs 
tion that some arrangement Bae be cooe Sem 
accepted, because obviously this gentleman ought to 
remunerated. . . . As it is, there must be judgment for 
defendants, with costs." 

Pricis contributed by W. E. Watson [F.)., 
Barrister-at-Law. 


© A fall report of Mr. Justice Baithache’s judgment may be 
‘consulted in the Institute Library. 
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TOWN PLANNING EXHIBITION AT OLYMPIA. 
22 Novewser—1 Decewnen, 

‘The arrangements are now practically complete relative 
to the Town Planning fatchecon whica wil be held nt 
Olympia from 22 November to 1 December, in connection 
with the International Commercial Motor ‘Transport and 
Roads Exhibition organised by the Society 
ta 2 ive. Town Planning Exhibit 
request that a_representutive Town Plannis it 
Should serene i was atone recognised bythe three 
‘organisations co-operating in the arrangement of the 
‘exhibit, viz., the National Housing and Town Planning 
Council, the Garden Cities and Town Planning Associa 
tion, and the Town Planning Institute, that a public ser- 
vice'of great value would be rendered. 

“The Committee find that the exhibits already promised 
‘are so mumerous that it will be necessary to make a selec 
tion, as the exhibits arc greatly in excess of the space 








‘The range of exhibits will cover several sections, com= 
prising — 

Section 1—The Civic Survey, covering statistical 
information necessary for the complete study of present 
conditions, and to assist in formulating a Town Plan, or 
future extensions of an existing town. 

‘Section 2—Plans, Photographs and Models illustrating 
‘Town Planning Schemes under ‘Town Planning Acts, 

‘Section 3—Road Forms, Plans, Photographs and 
Models of Arteria! Roads, Road and Street’ Design, 
Parking Spaces in Streets, Road Junctions, Parking 
Stations for char-a-bancs, Traffic Centres, Petrol Filling 
Stations, Tree Planting and Conservation, 
atten 4—Greater London—Trafic Problems gene- 
‘Section 5—City Developement, British and Foreign. 
‘Section 6-—Regional or Joint Town Panning. 

‘Section 7-—Zoning. 

Section 8—Parks, Open Spaces and Athletic Grounds. 
Plans, etc., of Town Planning work generally have been 
furnished ‘from Regional Committees and important 
towns "in the following, foreign counties Aust, 

zecho-Slovakia, Denmark, France, ¥, Hol 
Caecho-S Denmark, France, Germany, Holland, 











BRITISH EMPIRE EXHIBITION. 
“ Country Lire" Comrermion. 

Country Life offers prizes amounting to four hundred 
guineas for designs for (a) a Dining Room und Hall, (6) a 
Bedroom, to be built, decorated and furnished as part of 
the Applied Arts Exhibit at Wembley next year. ‘The Jury 
of Award will include Sir Edwin Lutyens, R.A., Mise 
Ellen G. Woolrich, Sir Lawrence Weaver, Mr. P. Morley 
Hordes and Mr. Norman Wilkinson. Ful particulars of 

‘competition were published in Country Life o 
aie cope put in Country Life of 20 and 











EXHIBITIONS 


EXHIBITIONS, 
EXHIBITION OF PAINTINGS AND WATER- 
COLOURS BY GERALD MOIRA. 
Me. Moi wil away command the admiration of 
ple in sympathy with spirited painting. The ex- 
Ripon of his work atthe Beaux-Arts Gallery, Bruton 
Place, is a reminder that a man of his calibre can. be, 
not only an excellent professor—as he has been for 
many years, even though he is so no longer—but an 
artist Of sensitive leanings and, above all, an accom- 
plished technician, 

It is pleasant to notice the character of his latest 
Paintings, easel or mural. It is now bolder, and the 
Clever tricks of former years seem to drop out more and 
‘more in the search for permanent essentials. 

‘A welcomed stride forward separates the 
from the Jetty " (13) from * The Wool-combing Shed!’ 
(a2). Inthe former, conception and rhythm alike have 
a" gusto" of rure promise. It will be interesting to see 
how it will shape in its final stage 28 a mural painting. 
Going by this sketch, it should make a truly decorative 
appeal. G.H. 

‘THE GOUPIL GALLERY SALON. 

‘The Goupil Gallery Salon is always one of the most 
interesting of the autumn picture exhibitions, and this, the 
thirteenth exhibition of the series, would seem to be even 
more interesting than usual. It contains the work of more 
than two hundred exhibitors, English and French, and also 
includes some dead masters, such as Puvis de Chavannes 
(an carly Pieth), Daubigny, Boudin, Degas and Courbet ; 
and sculpture by Erie Gill, John Tweed and others, ‘The 
‘effect of the exhibition is one of vital and vivid expressic 
freedom and variety in technique and colour, in whi 
French influences dominate. Lucien and Camille Pis- 
sacro, Henri Le Sidaner, Henri Martin, D. Y. Cameron, 
Walter Sickert, Howard Somerville, Alexander Jamieson, 
Sisley, Patrick Adam, Orlando Greenwood, Laura Knight, 
‘William Rothenstein, and Walter Bayes are among the © 
hibitors. The names suggest the freedom or virtuosity 
in treatment which characterises the exhibition as.a whole, 

BRITISH EMPIRE EXHIBITION, 1924. 
Exnmimion oF AnciiTectunt, 

Atthe request of the authorities of the British Empire 
Exhibition, the Royal Institute of British Architects 
have undertaken, with the assistance of the Architecture 
Club, to arrange an Exhibition of Modern ‘Architecture 
at Wembley. 

‘The Exhibition will be open from 19 May to 28 June 
1924, and will consist of photographs and models of 
buildings erected within recent years from the designs 
‘of living architects. Space has been allotted to the Do- 
minions and Dependencies Overseas, 

‘A Joint Committee of Organisation under the chair- 
manship of Mr. Maurice E. Webb, F.R.LB.A., is al- 
ready at work. Tay MacdLisren, 

‘Secretary R.LB.A. 






































ARCHITECTS AND ADVERTISING. 
To the Editor, Jourau, RBA. 

‘Sin,—The subject matter of Mr. Easton's letter in 
the Joumyat for August makes one wonder why mem— 
bers of the R.LB.A, should be permitted to exhibit 
their names on these notice boards at all. A few years. 
ago the Council considered this practice “ undesi 
able,” and the Council still maintains that “an archi- 
tect does not publicly advertise.” ‘This statement seems. 
to be in conflict with the sanctioning of advertising in.a 
most obvious form.—Yours faithfully, 

J. W. 1. Fannow [F- 


PRESENTATIONS TO THE INSTITUTE 
LIBRARY. 
GREENWICH HOSPITAL DRAWINGS. 
Among the recent accessions to the Library are 35 
sheets of drawings of Greenvich Hospital, ed 
on permanent loan by Mr. A. W. Smallwood, 
the Director,on behalf of the Governors of the Hospi 
"They include a plan of the hospital attributed to 
Sir Christopher Wren—this was exhibited at the recent 
bi-centenary exhibition—seven other early plans of 
various dates ; seven drawings of the King Charles 
biock by John Yenn, Surveyor to the hospital in 1788 ; 
two measured drawings of the interior of the Chapel by 
James Stuart dated 1782,andaset of fourmeasuired drav~ 
ings of the River Front by H. Cummings made in 185:~ 


AN EARLY BOOK ON SURVEYING. 
LEIGH (VALENTINE) —The moste profitable and com- 
mendable Science, Of Surveiyng of Landes, Tenementes and 
Heriditamentes » >, Whereunto isalsoannexed . , - atreatioc, 
Of the meaning of all Kindes of Landes, ete. 

Blk. mprinted for Andrewe Maunsell, tn Paules church 
yarde at the signe of the Parrett, 4° Land, 1578 (without 
pagination. 

"This edition, presented to the Library by Mr. W. F- 
Hedges [F.), appears to be the small quarto published in 
1578. At some date the cover was removed, the volume 
has been eat down, making it an octavo. ‘The copy pre= 
sented to the Library is defective ; it (ax does also. the 
British Museurn copy) lacks the example in tabular form 
of the Manor of Dale at the end of the grd_rule, and the 
fable at the end of the volume for the purpose of sim= 

ify dons for those readers who do not like 
ia" Now ifye like not yourself to caste this 
‘somme, and all wich like sommes, ever when ye have the 
ength, and breath of all the Figures aforesaid, or any other 
Tike, Enter the Table following, for your expedition, and 
the contents will appear." ‘The yolume is covered with, 

rechment. engrossed on both sides, and is the earliest 
‘on surveying in the Library. 



































‘The Garden Cities and Town Planning Association 
has recently published three leaflets, containing in a handy 
form information which is being asked for in many quarters. 
‘They are (1) on Town Planning, (2) on Public Utility 
Societies, and (3) on the Chamberlain Housing Act of 1923~ 
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Obituary 
E. J. Bennett [4]. 

Edmund John Bennett [4.] was bor at Gravesend in 
1857 and died on 2 November 1923. 

He was articled to Messrs. Habershon and Pite, and was 
for some time in their branch office at Newport. He passed 
Pe Examination and was elected an Associate in 
po 

He was a member of the Science Committee, and took 
4 great interest in questions connected with Portland 
cement, in which he did some useful work in getting 
cement put up in sealed bags of fixed weight for con- 
venience in mixing concrete in due proportions, 

Mr. Bennett was my valued assistant for seventeen years, 
and afterwards started in practice at Gravesend, where he 
was highly esteemed. His principal works are as follows + 

Woodlands, Gravesend, for Geo. Wood, Esq. 

‘The Market, Gravesend. 

‘The Cookery Schools, Gravesend, 

‘The Technical Schools, Gravesend. 

‘The Public Library, Gravesend, 

St, Faith's Church, Gnivesend, 

‘House at Felixstowe for the Right Hon, A, H. D, Acland, 

Housing Scheme, Gravesend. 

Mr. Bennett took a sincere pleasure in his work, and 
the buildings erected from his designs are all distinguished 
by his personal touch, and are full of honest workmanship, 

lis two sons are both Associates, and will carry on his 
Mr ent photographer and always brought 

bas an excallent Shtographer and Avaya brought 
‘back from his continental holidays studies which he printed 
‘with great skill, producing pictures of artist 
Fe". Stanues-Woon LF. 


‘THE ARCHITECTS' AND SURVEYORS’ 
APPROVED SOCIETY, NATIONAL 
HEALTH INSURANCE, 

‘The Architects’ und Surveyors’ Society is 4 society 
‘operating under the National Health Insurance Acts, and 
was formed with the support of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, the Surveyors’ Inatitution, the Arcl 
ectural Association, and the Quantity Surveyors’ Associ 
tion, and the Presidency is held in alternate years by the 
Presidents of the Royal Institute of British Architects and 
the Surveyors’ Institution. Leading members of the two 

wofessions have given the Society their active support by 
Becoming Honorary Members and in many cases aceept- 
ing office, 

‘Membership is confined to those employed in the offices 
of architects, surveyors, in allied professions (draughts- 
men, clerks, typists, ete.), who come within the scope of 
National Health Insurance—i.e., those whose salary is leas 
than £250 per annum, and whose ages are between 6 and 



































Forms of application and Insurance Curds will be sent, 
and any questions regarding Insurance will be gladly 
answered by the Secretary, 36 Victoria Street, SW.1, 
to whom all communications should be addressed. 
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‘THE R.L.BA. AFFIX. 

‘The Council of the Royal Institute desires me to call 
attention to the fact that the use of the R.ILB.A. affix oF 
of any affix suggesting membership of the R.LB.A. by 
those who are not members of that body is illegal, and 
that if any cases are reported to the Council legal pro~ 
ceedings will be taken, 

Tay MacAuisrer, 
Secretary RBA. 
7 November 1923. 


CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF 
ARCHITECTURE, 

‘The School has made a considerable advance in num 
bers from last year. ‘There are 14 new students begin- 
ning the full course (including one lady student from 
Girton) and 4 additional students king the course for 
the Special Examination in the History of Art. ‘The 
total number of students in the School is now 43. Ttis 
interesting to note that the new students include Mr. C, 
Lorimer (Christ's), son of Sir Robert Lorimer, A, R.A, 
Mr, G, L. Auldjo jamieson (Trinity), Mr. L.. J. Batten 
(Clare), son of Mr: John D. Batten, anid Mr. C, Nichol- 
son (Jesus), son of Mr, William Nicholson, 











THE LIGHTING OF PICTURE GALLERIES AND 
MUSEUMS, 

Mr, Hurst Seager’s paper on this subject, which was 
published in the JouRNAL on 13 January 1923 has ‘been 
tranalated into Polish and French, Me. Seager has re- 
ceived several letters from architects showing that the 
‘question of lighting is being closely studied, 

















THE CHADWICK LECTURES, LONDON, 1923. 
Major Harry Barnes delivered on the oth inst, the first 
Of a series of three Public Lectures on Hygiene and 
Architecture "at the Royal Society of Arts, John Street, 
Adelphi, on Preventive Hygiene—Health and ‘Town 
Planning,” He will deliver the remaining two lectures of 
the series on 16 and 23 November on respectively "* Pree 
ive Hygiene—Health and Building,” Remedial 
Hygiener Health andthe Hospital.” "The lectures begin 
at8 pam. 











Major Harry Barnes was elected an Alderman. of 
London County Council on. ay ‘October. ee e 


Mr, Perey J. Waldram [Licentiate] his presented to 
Institite Library two copies of the Mhonhrtan pene 
containing the Paper by Messrs. P. J, Waldram and J. Mr 
Waldeam, read before the Iiurninating Engineering 
Society on 27 March on © Window Design and the rex 

ion of Daylight Illumination," which describes 
the methods which have enabled the davlight illumination 


af interiors to be predicted accurately under varying 












BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION 


Board of Architectural 


‘Education 


PORTFOLIO OF MEASURED DRAWINGS OF OLD 
DUTCH WORK IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

‘The Cape Institute of Architects have sent a portfolio 
‘of measured drawings of old Dutch work in South Africa 
for inspection by the Board of Architectural Education. 
‘The drawings were submitted in competition for the Ca 
Institute of Architects’ Measured Drawings Prize, ‘The 
Board of Architectural Education were impressed with the 
high standard of the work, and Professor C, H.. Reilly, a 
member of the Board of Architectural Eduestion, has 
‘written the following appreciation of the drawings 
‘The Cape is fortunate among other parts of the Do- 
minions in having a fine traditional architecture of its 
‘own, It is an architecture of great breadth and humanity, 
showing evidence in the rich= 
‘of a hearty appreciation of the 
‘good things of radition which should make, 
find we know docs make over there, for comfortable, sane 
dind happy new work. This being 80, the Cape Institute 
‘of Architects is to be very heartily congratulated not only 
fon establishing a measured drawings prize to foster its 
study, but on publishing in reproductions of a reasonable 

ize the best of the work submitted for its prize. May it 
Continue its publication and make it accessible to us over 
here until all the good colonial work has been measured 
and recorded, In so doing, especially if South African 
students can produce many sheets of drawings equally 
food and of subjects equally desirable to those that have 
recently: been sent to the Institute, they will not only do a 

service to their own country, but lay us all under 
their debt, For nothing could be more delightful or stisnu~ 
lating thin a whole series of richly moulded doorways, 
complete with their pilasters and curvilinear fanlights, like 
the three or four examples drawn by Mr. F. W. Mull 
and Mr, F, N. Glennie. They whet our appetite. Let u 
hope we shall soon sce many more equally interesting and 
ood. 

‘The tong, building, like some fine range of Georgian 
stabling, 164 feet long, the old wine cellar at Groot Con- 
Stantia, which Mr, Glennie has also measured, isa remark- 
ble building. Only a fine full-blooded race is eapable of 
handling baroque motife without vulgarising them, and 
only such a race could conceive 80 magnificent a wine 
Cellar. It is a staid massive looking building with pedi 
mented central feature and a single range of small round 
firched shuttered windows, but the baroque detail is there 
jn the curved panels of the doors and in a happy plaster 
‘composition of cherubs, grapes, and wreaths which fills 
‘the central pediment, ‘If there are more wine cellars 
Tike this in the Cape may we have them too !”" 



































R.LB.A. ARCHIBALD DAWNAY SCHOLARSHIPS, 
1023. 

In accordance with the terms of the will of the late Si 

Archibald Dawnay, the Royal Institute of British Archi- 

tects have awarded one Scholarship of £50 per annum to 


‘Mr. R. W. Donaldson, Liverpool University, and two 
‘Scholarships of £as per annum each to Mr. R. H., Turner, 
Liverpool University, and Mr. A. E, Cameron, Architec- 
tural Association. Mr, C. H. Hutton, Liverpool Uni~ 
versity, who was awarded a Scholarship of {as for x932- 
1933, has been granted a renewal of his Scholarship for 
1923-1924, 

‘The Scholarships are intended to foster the advanced 
study of construction and the improvement generally of 
constructional methods and materials and their influence 
‘on design. 

R.LB.A. MEDAL FOR SCHOOLS OF 
ARCHITECTURE. 

‘The R.ILB.A, Board of Architectural Education Medal 
for the best set of drawings submitted by post-graduate 
students exempted from the R.LLB.A, Final Examination, 
at the Exhibition recently held, has been awarded to Miss. 
1. M, Chambers, of the Architectural Association. Miss 
Chambers will receive the Medal at the Annual Presenta~ 
tion of Prizes at the R.LLB.A. ‘The drawings prepared by 
Mr. C,H. Hutton, of Liverpool University, received high 
commendation. 











‘THE BRITISH SCHOOL AT ROME. 
Rome Scholarship in Architecture, 1924- 
‘The Faculty of Architecture of the British School at 
Rome hive granted permission to the following to take 
partin the preliminary competition for the Rome Scholar- 
Ship and Henry Jarvis Studentship in Architecture of 
1924 — 
Me. Chasles T. Bloodworth (sth year student, University 





of Liverpool), 
Mr. Dy Le, Bridgwater, A.R.LLB.A, (sth year student, Uni= 
vernity of Liverpool), 





‘Mr. Richard W. Briggs, BA. (Manchester), A.RLBA, 
(Lecturer in Architecture, University of Manchester). 
dle, Donald Beooke, Barc. (Laverpol, (Architectural 

sina) 

‘Mr Leo Durnin (sth year student, University of Aberdeen). 

Me, Wilfrid B, Edwards, BAArch, (Liverpool), A.R.1LB.A, 
(Architectural Assistant) 

‘Miss Amy M. Hargroves (Architectural Assistant ; late stu= 
dent University of London). 

‘Mr. Leonard C. Howitt, A.R.1.B.A. (sth year student, Uni~ 
versity of Liverpool) 

Mr. John H, L. Owen (sth year student, University of Liver- 


, 
Po Rtis Elie Ropers, B.A. (Manchester), (Student, 

‘Miss Frances T. Siloock (qth year student, University of 
Liverpool 
Eas 

Mn Marthall A. Sisson, B.A. (London), (Student, Univer- 
sicyot London: 

Mr, A. Malcolm Stewart (sth year student, University of 
Aberin) 

"Mr, Herbert Thearle (4th year student, University of Liver~ 
POO: rederick E, Towndrow, ARIA, (Architects! 
Adlstant Ine student Univerty of London). 

Me Francs X. Velarde (sth yearTatadent, University of 
Lareriool 








pencer Silcock (sth year student, University of 
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‘NOTES FROM THE MINUTES OF THE 
COUNCIL MEETING, 15 OCTOBER 1933, 
EXAMINATIONS, 

‘The following certificates of “Second Examinations" 
approved by H.M. Board of Education were accepted 
a8 the standard of general education required of appli- 
‘sants for the Probationership RILB.A.:— pq 77 


‘The Higher School Certificate Examination of the 
Oxford and Cambridge Schools Examination Board, 

‘The Higher School Certificate Examination of the 
‘Oxford Delegacy for Local Examinations, 

‘The Higher School Certificate Examination of the 
Cambridge Local Examinations and Lectures Syndicate, 

‘The Higher School Certificate Examination of the Uni- 
Yersity of Bristol. 

‘The Higher Certificate Examination of the University 
of Durham, 

‘The Higher School Certificate Examination of the 
University of London. 
The Higher School Certificate Examination of the 
Northern Universities Joint Matriculation Board, 

‘The Higher Certificate Examination of the Central 
‘Welsh Board, 

‘The five-year (B.Arch.) course at the School of Archi- 




















tecture, McGill University, was recognised as exempting 
from the R.1-B.A. Final Examination under the usual 
conditions, 


Mrntuensittr, 

‘The applications of 21 candidates for the Fellowship 
and 30 candidates for the Associateship have been ap. 
proved. 

Ruusstareaenr. 
_ Mr. C. F. Whitcombe has been reinstated as an Asso- 
inte, 
Crrv Crtnens, & 

Mr. H. M. Fletcher [F.] was appointed to represent the 
RALBA. at a meeting held in the Mansion {louse oo 
2 November to consider a scheme for the extended use of 
the City Churches by lay speakers, musicians and singers, 

Hovai Exo Hatt, Maxcnesren, 

Irhas been decided to support the efforts of the Preser- 
vation Committee, 

Winrater Hosprrau, 

A grant of ten guineas has been made towards the 
‘expense of opposing the Croydon Corporation's Bill, 


Competitions 
EASTLEIGH: NEW ASSEMBLY HALL AND 
EXTENSION TO COUNCIL HALL, 

Members and Licentiates of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects must not take part in this Competition 
‘because the Condit sparaekpionsnpeduaclo 
published Regulations o jtute for Architec- 
tural Competitions. 

Tan MacAuisten, 


Secretary. 
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Notices 


THE SECOND GENERAL MEETING. 

The Second General Meeting (Ordinary) of the Session 
{923-34 will be held on Monday, 19 November 1923, at 
8 pm. at 1, Wimpole Street, Wat, for the following 
‘Purposes :— 

we read the Minutes of the First General Meeting 
(Ordinary) held on 5 November 1923; formally to admit 
members attending for the first time since theit election. 

‘To sead the following Paper: The Rebuilding of 
Ypres,” by G. Topham Forrest [77), 
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NOTICES 


‘Newaeaay : Jou Eexesr (A. 1889], Parliament Mansions, Vie~ 
tofia Street, S.W.t ; 1 Flanders Road, Bedford Park, W-4. 


‘by Sir Edwin HV. Lanchester, James 
Bropesed by Cooper, H. V. Lanchester, J 


Newtos s Witsoe Goornzy, MLC, MA(Oxon) [4.1 
Toe Werte Grae Ta 





Paul Water~ 
‘Suan: Aon ) 73 King Steet West, Toranta 296 
Avenue Road, Toronto, Canada, Proposed by F. 


Baker, Frank Darling, Victor D. Horsburgh. 

Sutivaw | Leo Syivesten (4. 1908], 158 Fenchurch Street, 
E.C.3 ;" Barrow,” s Montana Road, Wimbledon, SW.20. 
Bropored by Keith D. Young, H.W. Lanchester, Bas! M- 


LUnaworrit? Gena, MC. C4, 1920, 38 Sackville Suet, Wat 
Shir, Petersfield, by Thos, E, Colleuts, 


And. N. » Herbert 
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FE. Pearce Edwards, 


AS ASSOCIATES (30), 


Ausaxom: Twos Mackuivie (Special Exsinioation), 6 
Prince Alfred Road, Wavertree, Liverpool. Proposed by 
'T. E, Eccles, Charles W. Harris, Laurence Hobson. 

Brusnomia: Hostt Fussy, Arch (Liverpoo) [Passed five 
‘ests course at Liverpool University School of Atehitee: 
{ure—Exempted. from Final Examination after passing 
Examination in, Professional Practice], Station 
Wellwatts, Colombo, Ceylon. Proposed by Professot 

HL Reilly, Maurice B, Webb, and the Council. 
eee Lene, Ha Sante eiiby Sing Peach, 

W.A'FornythsE Stanley Hal? 
Boers = Searcy Naxunwanjt, BLE (Civil) [Special Examine 
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tion}, 2,146 Queen Steet, E:, ‘Toronto, Canada, Pro- 
poted by Profesor C. Rail, Profesor S. D. Adabead, 
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Tic Works Deparsment, Union Building, Pretoria, South 
Aes Proposed by J Lockwood Hal, Ernest M. Power, 
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John Dalton Street, Manchester. Proposed by 
‘Taylor, Francis Jones, Percy 5. Worthington. 
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Gonetantine Read, Hampstead, Na 

P'P. Bennete and the Couned. 
iexano Jas Spel War Examination, 294 Maple 

Road, Anerley, 5.E.20, ceatet by Robert Atkinson, 

tat aly Hl, Seni a, nig 

Max Arran Jon (Spel Esuraton} 35 
Seubert “Propet by ea Ationon 8 
Stanley Hall, Glbece H. 

Mitiican : Tuoyas Witutant [Special War Examination], 
Rhodes Buildings, Cape ‘Town, South Africa, 
by W. Hawke, Franklin K, Kendall, Albert J,‘Thotnpyon. 

Morvar Jons Arun Canter [Special War” Examination 
19 Natal Bank Chambers, Durban, ‘Natal, South Africa, 
seopeet Seb nee J. Thompson, Franklin K. Kendall, 

Monk : Sypwey Guonoe [Sj War Examination] St. 
“hbane Rand, Wes. Proposed by eB Bennet, Aled 


ox and the Council, 3 cones 
[Special Examination), Public 
Proposed by 











Panta; Awriun DOUGLAS 
Works Deparunent, Colombo, Ceylon. 
‘Austin Woodeyoa end the Counel. 

soauelige Rood, Eats Coure, SW. Proponed by Free 

ige Road, Eatl's Court, SAW. -Propon 
fesor A-E. Richardson, Leonard Martin, Arthur Bartlet, 

Rost Wists (Special Euinaton). 137 Wear Regent Set, 
Glasgow, Proposed by Jobn Watson, David Salmond, 
‘Win B Whine. 

‘Stamuare : Jour Eowb [Special War Examination], at Kenile 
‘worth Avenue, Walthamstow, B.17. Proposed by Robert 

ih Se, Heber Wile 
pedal Examination}, 29 Essex Street, 

Pobrused by W. D. Carbo, W- Ward, 


‘Trencnove = Wattas Hos (Special War Examination), 240 

Hereford Street, Christchurch, New Zealand. Proposed 
by Wn. Crichton, James Hector McKay, 
Tarball. 

Wau: Hon Amos Horentox, MC, (Special War 
Bsamination). goo Church Street, Pretoria, South Africa. 
roped by J. Lackwod Hall Ernest Hower and the 


‘Wasent Yor Goonius [Speval Bxaitonl, Pubic Werks 
Deparment, Union Buildings, Pretoria, South Africa, 
Proposed by J. Lockwood Hall, Emeat M. Powers, John 

jaterson. 
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Members’ Column 


‘THE UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER SCHOOL OF 








ARCHITECTURE. 
picts ar vite Yor the pat of ster in Aciecture 
and faster in Design. Commencing stipend £0 per aan 
“The actual inne wil bo. 24 hors pat week. and the 





older of the appaintnent way carry ‘on private practice The 
Hues be reed to ake op bd om Jay se 
"Appllations,accbmpanted by tn testagoniae anid two erences, 
aust sent Bot later than 28" Noveuber tory to the titemal 
Heestar Front whots further particulars may te otalned. 


MR, JAMES GRAY. 
Mx, Jas Gray [44] announces that he is now piractsing ut 
140, Fringes Street, Hdlnburgh. 


MESSRS, GIBB AND SMITH. 
tm, Howe Sart (A, PAL, AML Struct By hag entered 
tinge parton with Somat Gibby tea the ham wl 
ractbe ar Gibb"& Smith, Amitects 
ite Chamber, Port Talbot (phot 70) 
Nenth (phone. 320; 











Sino, at Tout 
ind Baugh Chasers, 





ERIC 1. BIRD. 


Mx. Sic 1. Bony [4.) has enrmnenced practic and has opened 
antics stan, Groat) Rossa Steet, Wie Talophons No. 
Musou 3473 





ro Let. s 

0 Lar. —Welighted. Room In, Arcitect' Sule 40 Toole; 
varint Chistian seen eu, £94 melin¥e-—Reply Boe 1539, 
Wo Secrunry, RADA, 9, Comat Surety We 


APPOINTMENTS VACANT. 

Awcurrace wanted for a ralulag fin In the North to supers 
Jntend cottage bullding sl ‘age sot 34, Experience 
Wivingrout and ‘developing sites Ja essential, Salary” {000 pet 
intin.Appilsatons, stati age, qualifications, experience dnd 
Maenunces sod be widrrased to ox oo}, c}o Secretary, RED. 
inrcondnlt Street, Wat peeled 

Guoertewan routed as xsistant with 9 view 60 partnentip in 
provinghl thy nbgat two hour north of London. Reply, ating 
Rpertenes, te fox typ3, elo Seemeary, RADA, 9) Conduit 
ttre, Landon, Wat 

APPOINTMENTS, WANTED, 

Anonrrrcr’s Asusraier shortly disengaged, at pevsnt aulting 
Sia aicwn, City Architects, Sketch plans, workiny draw: 
hen iotsiss messing oxtatingbuidings, leveling draft peel 
ailgantetes nich gio genera cis toailne. Reply: Box soz, 
eho Stceetary, Koh BAy 9, Condit Steve, Wit 

Taeesriact, experienced in London work, seeks an eneage 

stg Acontoned o prepa ovine Aw atid 
Specifcattons with ealeulatons (or steoetueal steelwork. Thoeo 
owedge of London Butling Acts—Wox 3123, c/o Seeetary, 

'n conault "Street, 
‘Davanyan, experienced as private secretary, type 
anthand. Fen, tenn Sn aetitect'« ofe, Sears 
With Mettknown Salictor,” desis ywint as private secretary in 
‘ai Apply” Box. 2420, c/o Secretary, RBA 
J eonduit Sire, Lawdn, Wa 
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onion Asasrasr desires engagement, temporary oF otherwise 
Aa Uistrice Conpetent draughtemun, detals, eis domestic 
Say eto a4ya clo Seretary ELIA, 9 Condull Street, Wat 
‘ven rarentewer AsoclaTe In pracice desires fo collaborate 
with southerin West Eod as manageria etum fornominal ntners- 
Mund nse of tice or by some Olver arrangeeat—Apriy 
Box 7053, to Secttary RELA 
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AR.LB.A., with varied experience, would undertal ch 
sR reed ee pee 
Petr epee ne ee 
ph ge Dey heb Er 
Steretary, RADA p Condalt Stet, We APEY PO® 160% 

orth a tet ene aa ch ate 
plan slit tee pat 
RLBA,, 9 Conduit Street, W, pasha ely 2 


Minutes I 


At the First General Mectigg (Ordinary) of the Session 
4925104: eld on Monday's Novernber toay at 30 p. 
Mr. J Allred Gotch, FSA. President, in the Chait. The 
attendance ‘book. was signed’ by" 35 Fallows Uneluding 1 
Members of the Council), 29 Associates (inclading s Members 
of the Council), 4 Licentttes, 1 Hon, Associate and lange 
umber of visto. ‘The Minutes of the meeting held 
Monday, 25" June’ 1925, were taken ss read, confirmed. and 
fe HL BB, Asoc ing for the 

fH. B, Hox, Atsociae, attending for the first time since 
in eecton, was formally admited by the President, on 
“The Secretary announced that the Council hed nominated 
for election on 3 December, 21: Candidates for. Fellonniipy 
JeyCinailtes for Atsocitechip, 1 Candidate (or Honorary 
‘llownhip, and x Candidate Yor Honortry Auotiatehip, 
“The names of these candidates, having been published inthe 
Jounal were taken as read (see'pp. 658, 650) 
whe President delivered the Inaugural Address of the 


‘On the motion of the Rt. Hon, Lard Riddel, seconded by 
‘Mr. Sydney Smith (Chairman of the Kettering Us intr 
una,» Vote of hanks to she President war pane he 


nt briefly expressed his acknowledymenty, 
ident prevented w Mr. W. Cutts Green [2 
RA, Vice-President, the RBA, Bronse Medal 
Diplora forthe best London Street Frontage completed in the 


Hone 

Mr. Curtis Green briefly expressed his thanks, 

‘The President unvelled and formally presented to the Royal 
Toate the poral of MP 1 Wateshoune, Pust-Preaident 
0 ned by sir Wil iam Onpe RA. Mr. Waterhouse exe 
icnelag Sd pase Wii Oren 

ie rare 

t the opening General Meeting held at the Royal Societ 
stem ard mre wh ak 
shee fA eta 

ene labpgeayey 
tad tea elon espe a 
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‘Skeren Rasrouarion ov tie Cuuncat nF Ts0VA 


Frankish Architecture in Greece” 


BY RAMSAY TRAQUAIR [F.J, PROFESSOR OF ARCHITECTURE, 
McGILL UNIVERSITY, MONTREAL 


East and West, Greece has lain upon the border 

ine. It has ‘produced fo architecture or art 
of its own, but has taken its art from its neigh- 
hours. This has been in the main Byzantine, yet 
Wes in has constantly intermingled with the 
principal stock. ‘The Frankish conquest of 1204 intro~ 
duced definite Gothic features, At least two of the 
buildings of Elis, the Monastery of Isoya and 8. Sophia 
ft Andravida, mst have been designed and party built 
by Western craftsmen, and part of the Church of 8. 
Paraskevé at Chalkis shows unmistakable Western work- 
manship. All through Greece, too, we find buildings 
whose architecture shows the influence of Gothic models 
intermingling with the craftmanship of the Byzantine 
builders, 


Se the Roman Empire was divided between 


















As might be expected from ts geographical position, 
Italy in the source of most of this Western art. As the 
families of the first Frankish conquerors died out their 
places were taken by Italians, and even from’ the 
earliest days of the Latin conquest the craftemen whom 
the conquerors brought with them seem to have come 
frorm Italy, if we judgethemby thecharacter of their work. 

In a foreign art, sporadically introduced, we cannot 
expect to find a very definite development, Gothic was 
alvays a foreign syle in Greece, It cre withthe con- 
{queror, with him it passed away leaving only a few 
battered remains, ‘The Frankish ralers, too, scem very 
easily to have adopted Greck ways.’ Few of their 
churches show the Western plan, most are arringed to 
suit the Orthodox ritual and only show their Frankish 
origin in a scrap of carving, a pointed arch, or a bay of 

















* This Paper embodies the results of a Visit to Groece by the 
author as a student of the Byzantine Research and Publication 
Fund, and is published here by the courtesy of the Committee 


of the Fund. 
‘Thedrawings and p) of the buildings in Achaia were 
made along with the late Herr Adolph Struck, of the German 





‘Bote owing eed the woking upof the whe mee wa 
lowing and the working up ofthe whale material wae 
Udereken by the present writer 


For the historical material particular acknowledgment must 
bemude to two books = The Latins in the Lecant, by Mr. William. 
Miller John Murray, London, 1908), and The Prances af Achaia 
‘and the Chronicles of Morea, by Sir Rennell Rodd (Edward 
‘Amold, London, 1997). ‘To cite these authors on each occasion 
‘when itformation was dravin from their pages would have been 
‘wearisome, expecially aa the object was architectural rather than 
Historical, but the greater part of the historical notes, not other 
‘wise noted, ix drawn from these two books. 
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rib vaulting, It would seem that the Franks did not 
cling with any affection to the Latin Church, or that 
the Latin Church adapted its ritual to a more 
Orthodox model. 

‘The study of the buildings is rendered difficult by 
the lack of even approximate dates. Isova, fortunately, 
We can date with some certainty, for it was built after 
the Conquest, was burnt in 1264 and never reoccupied. 
Tt must, therefore, have been built about the first 
{quarter of the thirteenth century. Most of the buildings 
have to be dated by stylistic characteristics, difficult to 
determine in a mixed style, It must also be remem- 
bered that a very great deal of building was done ducing 
the Turkish domination. Castles and forts particularly 
were erected at this period all over Greece, the older 
fortresses were rebuilt or repaired, and indeed almost 
all the castles. now standing on the old Frankish si 
seem to be Turkish or Italian building of the seven: 
teenth or eighteenth centuries. 

M, Enlart has studied the 
Cyprus,* and has classified 
which are of value in consideri 
Greece, He finda four periods 

1, From 1309 to 1280, Pure Gothic, inspired by 
Northern France, as at the Castle of Kerynia and the 
‘east end of Nicosia Cathedral. 

2, From the middle of the thirteenth to the middle 
of the fourteenth centuries, Gothic inspired by Cham- 
pagne and the Midi, as at the Cathedral and at St. 
George of the Latins in Famagousta, 

3. A short period showing the influence of the Midi, 
but inferior to the laot. 

4. ‘The end of the fourteenth and the fifteenth cen- 
tures. A period of decadence. “On y revient & 
construction et & la décoration de I'époque romane. 
‘A mingling of Gothic and Byzantine, Rib vaults are 
heavy, domes and pointed barrel vaults are found after 
about’ 1360, angles are finished with a torus or shatt 
columns ure heavy, circular or octagonal, and vaulting 
is frequently carried on corbel 

‘The construction romane "apparently refers par- 
ticularly to the pointed barrel vaults, which closely 
resemble those of the early Romanesque churches of 
southern France. 

In Greece such Vaults are found in Castel Tornese, 
in churches at Monemvasia and elsewhere. It may be 
‘suggested that the pointed arch and pointed barrel 
Yyault are characteristic of Turkish building, and that 
these features in the Levant were derived rather from 
contemporary Eastern models than from the Roman- 


jue of Europe, 
Tmnportane Gothic remains are found also at Rhodes 
and in Syria, ‘They as well as the remains in Greece 
a to follow the general lines laid down by M. 
ina. 














Levantine Gothic " in 
into general periods 
the similar work ot 





















© Dart Gothique en Chypre. C. Enlart. Paris, 1899. 
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‘The monastery church of Our Lady of Tsova is in 
building and in architecture purely Gothic. At S. 
Paraskevé, at Chalkis in Eubcea, theremains of the earlier 
Byzantine basilica have been re-used in the later Gothic 
church, and this church shows signs of Byzantine 
builders. Sta, Sophia at Andravida is in design and 
detail of very pure Gothic, but the masonry is in part 
Byzantine, 

“The monastery church at Blachernai, in Elis, is a 
Byzantine church with an addition of southern Italian 
Gothic, and shows Western influence throughout in 
plan and in detail, At Gastouni, in Elis, a Byzantine 
church with a Gothic doorway, At Chalandsiza, in 
Achaia, are a number of churches which show Gothic 
influence, and near Athens the little " Amorphé 
ecclesia” has two bays of rib vaulting in the side 
chapel, ‘These buildings will be considered in the 
present paper, 

__ Inaddition to these, the Castle of Geraki, in Laconia, 
is in large part the original medieval stronghol 
churches, though Byzantine in plan, have pointed 
arches decorated with Western mouldings, and in one 
of them is a fine southern Italian Gothic tomb. 

Leake tells us that at Karitena he saw a Gothic ruin, 
‘but it seems to have disappeared since his day, and 
further search would probably discover: more in other 
parts of Greece 

But the buildings now to be discussed are probably 
enough to show the character of the work introduced 
bby the Latin conquerors, and its effect upon the native 
art of the country. 


















‘Tun Moxastery ov Our Lapy oF Isova, 

On the western bank of the River Alpheios, in 
Arcadia, above where it is joined by the Ladon, stand 
the ruins of the Benedictine monastery of Our Lady 
of Isova, close to the little village of Vizipardi, When 
Leake visited the site in 1830 they were locally known 
as * palati,” the palace, and this name is still applied 
Cee 

‘The history of the abbey is short, It was founded 
by Willian de Willhardouto fo the it quarter of the 
thirteenth century, and burnt by the Greeks in 126, 
‘The account is given in Le Livre de la Conqueste de la 
Princée de la Morée : +e jour suivant ils arriverent 
dans ta plaine de Carina et passérent la nuit aur le 
rive du fleuve (I’Alphée). Le lendemain ils partirent 
et arrivérent dans la contrée de Leodora, Is descen- 
dirent tout droit le long de la rive de I'Alphée, Un 
bataillon de ‘Tures vint les rejoindre & Tsova, Ila y 
brilérent Je monastére d'Tsova. Voyez quel énorme 
pacha 

We are told that when, shortly afterwards, the 

© Anmaal of the British School at Ahem. Vol, XI 


1906." Laconia : The Fortresses.”” aul 
*Fthuchon edition, p. ta: 























Fic. —lhova. ‘Tue Berens ar vine SW, ANCL Fio, a-—Tsova, Ismainon, Eqsr Exo ov Nowrit Stok 





Fro, 3—Isova. _Exrauon, East Exo or Nort Sion Fio. 4—Isova. Prscrva iNirue Lance Cuvncit 
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Greeks were defeated by an inferior force of Franks, 
their guilty consciences:saw Our Lady of Isova, on a 
white horse, leading the charge of the Frankish 
chivalry, 

"The abbey was apparently never reoccupied, for the 
existing buildings show no signs of addition or altera 
tion, Fortunately there is no considerable village in the 
neighbourhood, so that its value as a quarry was less 
than usual. Ie has simply fallen slowly into decay. 

“The ruins haye been visited by various travellers. 


36 

















As has been mentioned, Leake * gives an account from 
which the ruins seem to have been in much the same 
condition in his day as at present, He gives a sketch of 
a “ great window ” in the “ centre of the high end 
wall” which is clearly a misunderstood sketch of the 
niche in the south-east wall, and a sketch of a two- 
light window from the smaller church of S. Nicholas, 
which, unfortunately, we were not able to identify. 


Travels in the Morea. W: M. Leake. London, 
Vol. II, p. 87. sil 
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THE MONASTERY CHURCH 
OF OUR LADY Of ISOVAGREECE 
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‘These sketches seem to be the origin of the " tracery 
windows overlooking the Alpheios” which are men- 
tioned in the guide books, for there is no reason to 
suppose that any tracery windows were standing in 
recent times. 

‘The large church is an oblong hall 39°75 m. long 
by 14°80 m. broad, terminating to the east in a nar- 
rower chancel of two bays and an octagonal apse with 
deep angle buttresses. (Fig. 6.) Corbels in the 
terior show that the nave was divided into nine bays. 








"The bay at the west e1 ‘two bays at the east 
are unlighted ; the remaining six are lighted by single 
Tancet windows. ‘There is no trace of any division into 
nave and aisles, and the roof was evidently in a single 
span. 

"The side walls are some 7-50 m. high on the inside, 
and were crowned by a moulded wall-head cornice. ‘The 
ground has risen considerably round the church, so 
that on the outside they now appear much lower than 
they were originally, 
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‘The large western gable is the part best preserved. 
{tis pierced by three lancet windows deeply splayed 
both inside and outside. ‘The slots for a metal grille 
still remain, and there is a very small rebate. ‘The wall 
is 30 m, thick, of good rubble with large well cut 
stones to the window jambs and arches, and is dotted 
with numerous putlog holes. (Fig. 6.) 

At the south-western angle are two cross buttresses 
with stringcourses and sloping gabled heads. Between 
them the tngle of the wal is corbelled foryard with « 
trefoil “ trompe ” and terminates at the top in the putt 
stone of the gable, On this a carved head and shoulders 
ean still be discerned. (Fig. 1.) There is no present 
sign of a coping, and it is not possible to say whether 
the gable was coped, or whether the roof was carried 
over it with a verge. 

On the south side the sills of three windows remain, 
sufficient only to show that, like the gable windows, 
these were deeply splayed on both sides. All other cut 
stones have disappeared, but the rubble piers of the wall 
betweenstill stand, Neartheeastendadeepgap,extend- 
ing to the ground, probably marks the positionof a door, 

‘The north side is better preserved. A short frag- 
ment of the wall-head cornice is still in position, and 
the windows are perfect. They are single lancets with 
the splay on the inside very much deeper than that on 
the outside, and with a small rebate. (Fig. 2.) Like 
the gable windows, they have had metal grilles, for 
which the holes are still visible. 

On the outside the windows rest on a splayed string 
course. Below this is a double series of moulded and 
checked corbels which must have supported the 
wooden roof of a cloister walk, In the lower part of the 
first and seventh bays rough gaps through the wall 
math the position of the doors which connected. the 
cloister and the church. ‘The position of this cloister 
and of the monastic building is shown by the butts of 
a wall at the west end, and by the traces of a gabled 
building at the east. (Fig. 3.) 

At each side of the end bay, in the interior and 
close to the chancel, is a niche. ‘That on the south side 
is covered by a moulded arch set with a delicate 
flower ornament, and enclosing fragments of cusping. 
‘These, when completed, form a canopy of two. trefoil 
arches surmounted by a quatrefoil, ‘The niche is 
about 18 inches deep, and has all the appearance of a 
piscina, (Fig. 4.) 

Of the niche on the notth side only. the fragment of 
carved capital is left. A hole has been pierced through 
it into the buildings beyond, destroying the arch and 
the other side of the niche. (Fig. 5.) 

Very little of the chancel remains above ground, but 
the foundations can still be traced. ‘There is a-splayed 
and moulded stringcourse on the part still standing 
against the higher walls, but no trace of the windows 
which must have filled the octagon apse. 
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A fragmentof moulded stonewas, however, found near 
by, built into a wayside fountain. (Fig. 5.) Itis evidently 
Gothic, and appears to be part of the tracery of a two- 
fight window of the normal European thirteenth 
century type—two uncusped lights surmounted by @ 
cusped cinquefoil. ‘There is only one possible position 
for such a feature, and we may safely conclude that 
the apse was lighted by one or—more probably—by 
three traceried windows. ‘The mouldings suggest that 
the cinquefoil was glazed and that the lancets were un- 
glazed. ‘Taken in conjunction with the form of the 
nave windows, this would indicate that the windows 
throughout the church were unglazed and. protected 
only by metal grilles with the Sxenion ce Bee 
heads in the apse, which were possibly” fil 
coloured glass. 

Careful search was made for further fragments, and 
a piece of filleted scroll moulding was found. It is 
more elaborate than any other moulding in the church, 
but evidently comes from it. A fragment of a vaulting 
rib was also found built into the wall of S. Nicholas. 
It can only have come from the large church, and 
indicates that—as we should expect—the chancel was 
covered by a rib vault, 

‘On the inside, between the windows of the nave, are 
the corbels which supported the trusses of the wooden 
roof. No traces were found of any intermediate sup~ 
ports, though wooden columns may have been used, 
as in many of the French medieval barns, which have 
nave and aisles under one slope. The width of the nave 

262 m.—is, however, not too great for a single 

span, ‘There are still large pine trees in the valley of 

ie Alpheios, and in medimval times wood was more 
abundant in Greece than it is to-day. 

‘The monastery of Our Lady of Isova, therefore, 
consisted of a hall church, roofed in wood and termin- 
ating in a polygonal vaulted choir lighted by tracery 
finde eaieiesed by the position of the niches, the 
sanctuary extended into the nave. 

‘The church had possibly one door on the south side 
entering into or close to the sanctuary, and two doors 
entering from the cloisters on the north side. The 
monastery buildings were on the north side, attached 
to the east end of the nave, and probably formed two 
sides of a square. ‘The west side of the cloister was 
separated from the outer world only by a wall, 

‘The arrangement is Western and Benedictine. The 
small extent of the fiving buildings suggests a small 
community, and the absence of any congregational door 
sugges 2 Community jolated and having litle to do 
wih th people ofthe neighbourhood 

‘The architecture is purely Gothic, of the type whi 
we should expect at the date of the building, about 
220. It may be noted that the pointed arches are all 
constructed with key blocks, but this is often done in 
Italian Gothic, The most elaborate effort is that dis- 
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played in the cross buttresses at the south-west angle. 
‘This is the only corner standing entirely free, and was 
evidently selected for particular display. To judge 
from the scanty remains, the choir also must have been 
fairly elaborate. 

It is evident that the buildings were designed and 
carried out by Frankish craftsmen ; there is no trace, 
in ornament or in masonry, of any Byzantine influence. 

‘Travellers have described the building a3 “* Eng- 
lish” or * French ” in appearance. It is, in fact, of a 
simple thirteenth century Gothic which might be 
found almost anywhere in France or Italy. It is the 
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pastoral surroundings and the austere simplicity of 
the details which have so irresistibly suggested an 
English abbey to visitors. 

‘The Hotel Dieu, at Tonnerre, in France,* is a very 
close parallel. It is a hall church, about 18 m. wide, 
covered with a wood roof and lighted by double 
lancets in the side walls. The apse is polygonal, the 
choir in two bays and vaulted in stone. It differs from 
Isova in having side chapels. The main ridge is carried 
straight over the apse, and is there surmounted by a 
Wwooden feche. 

‘The details of Tsova can be paralleled in the Gothic 
churches of Southern Italy, The Cistercian Abbey of 
Fossanova, built in 1208, resembles Isova closely in 
tyle. At Casamara are pointed windows of the 


~* AMonamants Historie, Th, plas: 








same construction as those of Isova, and the hall nave, 
without transepts, is not uncommon in Italy. 





‘Tue Cuunct of Sr. Nicuoras ar Isova 


the south of the monastery is the little 
icholas, an interesting contrast to the 
older building. (Fig. 7.) A fragment of Gothic vaulting 
rib built into the west wall shows that when it was built 
the monastery was already in ruins, and it is probable 
that many other fragments of the monastery went to ite 
construction, although they cannot now be identified. 








Nicnotas, Isova, rnont rue SE. 


‘The building is square in plan, terminating to the east 
in three segmental apses, of which the ceatre one alone 
shows on the exterior. (Fig. 7.) The walls are of rubble, 
mixed with brick, and crowned by a heavily moulded 
stone cornice. A fallen block on the north side shows 
that here was some slight attempt at brick patterning. 
‘The windows are lancet, covered with pointed arches 
cut from a single stone.’ They have a small splay on 
the outside, on the inside deeply splayed sides and sills 
and flat lintels. ‘The windows of the apses are circular 
headed. That to the centre apse has been originally in 
two lights, and was possibly the window sketched by 
Leake. (Fig. 11.) 

‘The interior was divided into nave and aisles by 

L, Enlart, Architecare Gotlique en Halie. Note particu- 
tay the inary at Fomanoe, be: 
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arcades of two arches on each side. Of these only the 
imposts against the end walls and the bases of the two 
columns now remain. ‘These bases are of pure thir- 
teenth century Gothietype,theflat Attic base with carved 
angle spurs. (Fig. 10.) So thoroughly Western are they 
that one is inclined to believe that they came from some 
part of tle monastery, though there does not seem to be 
any place for them in the church itself. “The bases to 
the responds are moulded with a double cavetto and 
also have spurs. The respond pilasters are square and 
their capitals are widely splayed in rather a Byzantine 
manner. ‘Those at the west end are carved at each side 
below the square abacus with rough, crocket-like 
leaves. (Fig. 12.) 

"The remains are sufficient to warrant a restoration 
which shall be more than an effort of imagination, The 
nave arches have been shown pointed, in sympathy 
with the use of the pointed arch in the windows, and 
single clearstorey window has heen shown above each. 
(Fig. 9.) ‘The church should be compared with that of 
5. Sozoméne given by Enlart.* This has similar nave 
and aisles, terminating in three apses, and has simple 
pointed arches to the nave arcade. 























Ark Gothigue en Chypre, P- 195. 
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cholas is an interesting mixture of Gothic and 
Byzantine forms. ‘The square plan, the triple apses, 
the brick and rubble masonry are Byzantine. ‘The naye 
and aisles, the pointed arches, the piscinw at the east 
‘end, the absence of any architectural division for an 
cikonostasia, and the character of the mouldings are all 
Gothic. The bases probably came from an older build- 
ing, but the remaining mouldings seem to haye been cut 
for this building. 

Nothing is known of the history of S. Nicholas. 
Possibly it was built to appease the anger of Our Lady 
of Isova or to establish a counter-influence to the 
of the suined Frankish monastery. It belongs 
to the fourth period. M. Enlart places S. Sozoméne 
in the feenth century, and to the same period belongs 
also S. Nicholas. Tt was probably built about a century 
and a half after the destruction of the monastery. 


























‘Ture Crrurca or 8. Panaskevé aT CHALKIS, 
Chalkis, or Negripont, to give it the name by whi 
it was known throughout the Frankish domination {was 
an important city and the seat of 2 bishopric long 
before the Conquest. Tn 1199 Alexius II granted free 
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trade in the island of Eubsca to Venice, and thus early 
began the Venetian power in the city. 

Tn the feudal subdivision of the medimval state of 
Athens a suffragan bishopric was established here, and 
fat about the same time the Franciscan friars, under 
Benedict of Arezzo, made settlement which is men- 
tioned frequently in the history of the island. 

Under Frankish rule it was an important city 
and fortress, as it controlled the strait between 
Enbees and the mainland, a strait so narrow as to be 
spanned by a bridge. Tt was at first under a divided 
rule, but it is evident that the Venetian Bailie was from 
the first one of the most important rulers, and in time 
the island and its capital became one of the most 
important of the Venetian colonies in the Levant, The 
Venetian quarter of the city was fortified in 1303 by 
Francesco Dandolo, and to this day the greater part of 
the walls remain. ‘The winged lions of St, Mark which 
crowned the gates are in the city museum (Fig. 15), 
though, by an act of vandalism, the famous castle 
‘on the bridge has been destroyed. 

Sanudo tells us: “In Candea, Negroponte and 
otherislands . . . . although these places are subject 
to the Frankish sway and obedient to the Roman 
Church, yet almost all the inhabitants are Greeks and 
inclined to that sect.” This goes far to explain many of 
the peculiarities of the Levantine Gothic, both in plan 
and in construction, As we shall see, the one remaining 
Frankish Church of Negripont conforms in plan to the 
Roman form. 

‘The city was besieged and taken, amid scenes of 
indescribable horror, by Mohamed II in 1470. Tt 
wvas accordingly never under Byzantine rule after the 
Conquest, and here, if anywhere, we may hope to find 
remains of Western art. 

S. Paraskevé is a large church with nave and aisles 
covered with wooden roofs and terminating in a square 
sanctuary flanked by chapels which open into the aisles. 
(Fig. 13.) The eastern part is vaulted in stone, The 
Columns in the nave, with their capitals, have been 
re-used from an early Byzantine basilica, of about the 
fifth century, and the nave itself so closely resembles 
in proportion that of a basilica as to suggest that not 
only the columns, but also the foundations were re-used 
‘when the present church was built. 

‘The west wall is clearly modern. In front of it, in 
Tine with the internal nave arcade and in just the 
position which they would occupy were an extra hay 
added to the church, stand two Byzantine columns 
‘with Tonic capitals and heavy impost blocks. On the 
face of the impost is a wreath enclosing a monogram, 
now quite broken away. 

In the interior the western end is filled by a modern 
gallery. ‘This rests on square piers which cut through 
the older arcading. If these piers were removed we 











should haye an arcade of three pointed arches, resting 
upon Byzantine columns. This part of the building 
ooks exactly as though the present front and gallery 
had been built around the two west arches of the old 
nave, leaving the first column still standing outside 
and the second one still supporting fragments of the 
arches between the pier and the west wall. 

"The capitals are of fifth century workmanship, Tonic, 
Corinthian and wind-blown acanthus, irregularly dis- 
tributed. (Fig. 14.) 

“Above the nave arcade isa range of four arches resting 
fon square piers with 2 small splayed abacus mould- 
ing. ‘The first arch is small and round headed ; the 
remaining three are larger and pointed. Immediately 
above these is a small stringcourse which is continued 
round the interior, then a clearstorey space, unpierced 
by any windows ‘save in the gables where modern 
tracery windows have been inserted. 

"The second range of arches suggests side galleries, 
bot of these there is now no trace, ‘The aisle walls on 
the south side have a range of upper windows now 
built up, one in the second bay, two in the third bay 
and one in the fourth bay. ‘These again suggest that 
‘at one time there were side galleries. 

“The south aisle wall also shows on the exterior what 
‘seem to be three built-up doorways, one in each com= 
plete bay. ‘They are covered by lintels, above which 
fre pointed relieving arches. It is difficult to under- 
stand the original purpose of so many doorways, ‘The 
north aisle wall is covered with plaster, and it was not 

ible to trace any altered features in it. Neither 
Inside nor outside were any signs of clearstorey 
windows. 

Returning to the interior of the nave, the arcade, just 
described, ends midway up the nave against an oblong: 
rectangulir pier. Beyond this are two large pointed 
‘arches supported on a single Corinthian column on 
each side, There is no upper arcade. The arches 
throughout are plistered and unmoulded. ‘The walls 
fare crowned at the top by a splayed. and bracketed 
cornice. On this rests a heavy triangular wooden roof 
whose tie beams are supported by richly moulded 
brackets. It seems to be the original medizval roof. 
(Figs. 16, 17.) 

‘The aisles are covered by plain lean-to roofs. 

Across the nave, just Delow, the springing of the 
larger arches, and connecting the piers wi ich termi- 
nate the smaller nave arches, is « timber beam. It 
does not at present fulfil any apparent purpose. 

‘Phe present building seems to indicate at least three 
stages of building. Firstly, a basilica with side galleries, 
‘built possibly on the model of the older Byzantine 
basilica, but with pointed arcades—to this period 
belong the built-up windows of the aisle walls. 
Secondly, the extension eastwards with larger arches, 
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when the galleries were removed, and, thirdly, the 
modern west wall and gallery built across the old 
church, 

‘The naye opens into the eastern sanctuaries with 
three plain pointed arches, a large one to the nave and. 
smaller to the aisles, sanctuary is square and 
covered by a slightly domed groined vault. On the 
north side the sanctuary wall is unbroken, on the east 
are three square windows, apparently modern, and on 
the south a partially built-up pointed arch leads to 
the side chapel. Beside this is a pointed cenclos- 
ing an arch with flat trefoil eusping, Walls and arches 
are all at present plastered, 

On the north side of the sanctuary, but not com- 
municating with it, is a square chapel covered by a 
domed rib vault with heavy roll-moulded ribs. "These 
are partly broken away at the top and, as the plaster is, 
also broken away, we ean see that the vault is really a 
masonry saucer dome. ‘The ribs are mere ornamental 
additions to the Byzantine construction. 
iapel on the south side is in two bays coyered 
y quadripartite rib yaults of purely Gothic form, 
(Figs, 18, 19.) ‘The ribs are all of the same section, 
a plain large torus with an octagonal springing course 
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above the capital. This finish we shall mect again at 
Andravida, ‘There are wall ribs, but no ridges, The 
crown of the cross arch and the intersections of the 
diagonals are marked by well carved foliage bosses, 
rosettes on the diagonals, a twining vine leaf on the 
ross arch, 

‘The ribs rest on brackets carved with Gothic foliage 
of late thirteenth-century character. Vine, oak and 
an arrow-head lily leaf can be distinguished, The 
workmanship is very fine, and the brackets, as well as 
the bosses, must be from the hand of a skilled Western 
craftsman, ‘They are probably the finest Gothic 
carvings in Greece, and are still very perfect. (Fig. 21 ) 

‘On the south side of the chapel, enclosing the small 
square window, and obliterating one of the brackets, 
is a double splayed pointed arch in a square frame, 
with two small interlacing bosses in the spandrils, The 
bracketed capitals on which the outer splay rested 
have been cut away. ‘This structure is evidently later 
than the chapel, and is a monument of some kind 
whose purpose i now lost. 

On one side of a somewhat similar arch in the north 
chapel isa white marble tablet with a cable moulded 
border. It bears the inscription ;— 
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see HHIC JACEE NOBILIS ET KOR | EGIUS vin DoauNLs head and shi 
PETaUS | LIPPAMANO NEC NON HONORA | BILIS CON- 
SILARIUS: NIGHIPO(N) | TIS A VENETORUM  DUCALT 
DOMINIO CONSTITUTUS- | QUI AB HOC SECULO MIGRA 








sith both hands spread to the front, 

resting on a short piece of Byzantine leaf moulding. 
Although it has no connection with S, Parsskevé, a 

small terra-cotta fragment in the museum is of interest 





HAGHIA PARASKEVE. 
HANKIS « Monument 
OF WHITE. MARBLE IN, 
me NvE GAEL 














Fig. 20 

| uxxxxymt pie as being Gothic. It measures only some 5} inches by 

Grrimo | MENSIS SETENKRIS .. sO. . MEREDY ... 5 inches, and shows in relief a cusped and crocketed 
Below is a shield bearing a bend between two lions’ ogee arch head surmounted by square cusped acery. 

heads couped with two lions sejant as supporters. It is evidently early fourteenth-century work. 

(Big. 20.) But for its re-used columns the nave of S, Paraskevé 
‘Roove the tablet, in the spandril of the arch, isa is simple Italian Gothic, the southern side chapel is 
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the richest piece of pure Gothic work in Greece, the 
northern chapel is Byzantino-Gothic of the later type, 
and the sanctuary shows Gothic only in its pointed 
arches, We have no evidence as to when or how the 
church was built. The date on the tablet, 1398, must 
be a century later than that of the southern chapel, 
but might correspond roughly to that of the northern 
chapel and canctuary. 


‘The square sanctuary end is not uncommon in 
Italy. ‘The sanctuary was evidently built for the Latin 
rite, and we are reminded af Sanudo's description 
“Although these places are subject to the Frankish 
sway and obedient to the Roman Church, yet almost 
all the inhabitants are Greeks end inclined to that 
fect." In construction at least we can see the Byzan- 
tine methods creeping into the Gothic form, 








Fig. 21.—Cuaunts, 
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(To be continued.) 
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NOTES ON MATERNITY AND INFANT WELFARE CENTRES (PARIS) 


Notes on Maternity and Infant Welfare Centres (Paris) 


BY ERNEST G. THEAKSTON [FJ], HENRY SAXON SNELL PRIZEMAN 1923 


LITHOUGH in recent years much thought has been 

given to the planning of Maternity Homes and 
Infant Welfare Centres, we are in England only on 

hold of this subject as far as the development of 
isconcemed. thas, therefore, been thought 











type pl 
that in this report it would be useful to give some noses 
describing the purpose of the institutions visited in 
France, method of administration with the reason thereof, 


‘and many points which at first sight may not appear of 
much importance in developing a plan—though of 
interest—but which on further and closer investigation 
may prove to he of value. If these notes awaken interest, 
for tend to add to the store of knowledge in detail co 
nected with this complex subject, they will have served 
their purpose and carried out the wishes and endeavour 
Of the generous donor of the prise. 

‘To create a plan embodying the requirements of a 
ighly technical subject, it is necessary to study that 
subject in detail, and if possible find out not only the 
requirements, but the reasons for them, and the purpose 
Of the experimental investigation that has been going on, 
Ie ix with thin object that this Report on Maternity and 
Infant Welfare Centres in Paris has been prepared, in 
order that suggestions may occur, and that points may be 
rained for consideration, 

‘Acting on the advice of Dr. Katherine Gamgee, 
‘Assistant Medical Officer of Maternity and Child Welfare, 
County Borough of Kingston-upon-Hull, who has studied 
this subject in Paris, it was thought that a vis 
French capital to investigate the methods 
the of some interest and value to those studying this 
question, 

France, impoverished financi 
build as she would wish, but chil 
developed on systematic lines and progressive methods 
of training and investigation are put into practice. In 
order to gain a full knowledge of the work carried on, it 
was decided to first the large hospital, "La 
‘Maternité," for this is the headquarters or the mainspring 
of all the maternity work done in Paris. ‘This institution 
is open to all, and every branch connected with maternity 
‘work js carried on here. 

‘This great hospital, now the premier school of mid- 
wifery in France—and France has always been pre- 
eminent in obstetrics—receives some 6,000 cases annually. 
It is the centre for the most highly developed and com~ 
plete course—theoretical and practical—that can be given 
to midwives, ‘The buildings date back so far that it is 
astonishing to find stich modern arrangements in plan, 
Everything is done on a very large scale, but yet there is 
an al ‘of that “institution ” atmosphere which is 
often felt on entering large hospitals. It is placed right 
fon a busy thoroughfare, with n simple arched entrance 
at the angle which leads into # shady garden with fine old 
trees, with the administration office to the left hand and 
ahigh brick wall on theright. Immediately on entering the 
fhoise and racket of the street seem to disappear, ‘The 















































French know the value of trees and use them. "There is a 
‘great-absence of that sun-baked, wind-swepr feeling $0 
often found at our English institutions, with’ their hard~ 
paved glaring paths, scanty flower-beds and treeless yards, 

Perhaps the most interesting building here is the special 
block of out-buildings, " Pavillon Budin,”” named after 
Dr, Pierre Budin, the obstetrician, who in 1892 
originated infant consultations. "This building is, for 
premature infants, a special department in itself. ‘The 
‘wards are large, for thirteen beds and thirteen cots, and 
freat stress is laid on the point that mother and child 
should not be separated, The babies’ cots are arranged 
down the centre of the ward, ‘There is a special room for 
feeding, and a large shelf along the wall is provided for 
the reception of the infants during feeding. Premature 
children require warmth, and the building is kept at a 
high temperature, as are most of the maternity and we 
centres in France, a point for consideration, as. En 
homes are rather on the cold side, ‘The plan is of the 
ordinary type, but the central internal badly ventilated 
corridor seems hardly to commend itself to modern 
planning, It is a one-storey building. 

‘The general hospital buildings are well equipped, con= 
sidering the age of the building, and there is a’ good 
operating theatre with large accommodation for student 
midwives, A new building is being erected for a special 
receiving ward, arranged in a detached block, Receiving 
the patient ia one of the most important points ot a 
maternity home or hospital, and its importance cannot be 
too greatly emphasised. In Paris great attention is given 
to this in order to avoid the risk of contagion, as maternity 
patients are more than ordinarily susceptible to infection. 
he new building will be near the entrance and! isolated ; 
examination and bath will be performed here, and the 
"infectious case removed to the isolation wards at 
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work, and receiving a materni 
of the subject is dealt with, and 
training school iitecnatal and obstetric 
work. - Perhaps one of the most striking features is that 
the institution is self-contained and, as it were, under one 
roof; the efficiency in administration is apparent, and 
the absence of overlapping tends to strict economy, 














Hospice prs Exrats Assistis, 
ritable organisation, founded by Saint Vincent 
for ‘of the bodies and souls of the poor 
‘abandoned children,” is now no longer a religious institu 
tion : its work being carried on by the State. Occupyin 
the fine old monastic buildings, #0 well laid out, 
charin very like our own Foundling Hospital, and this 
the foundling hospital of Paris. ‘The doors are open day 
tnd night, and a large proportion of the children that come 
here are the children of unmarried mothers. ‘There are 
five classes of admission, vi 
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Te boarders, those that are without a home 
‘2 “Tabs tnament ing to ther parents being in 
prison or hospital. 
(2) Abandoned children and orphans. 
(5 Cheha hae ben Rented and sen here 
direction of a magistrate. : 
(4) Youhtal cinals peneally orang the children’s 
tribunal trial. ‘are housed in special 
quarters—" Quartier des Séparés 
5) Certain children coming under none of the above 
headings but admitted under special circum 
stances. 





5° 


‘The admission of abandoned children should be clearly 
understood, for it is performed with the utmost care and 
kindness, and it is important to observe the great work the 
State is performing in taking possession of these children, 
As already mentioned, the doors of this institution are 
always open. and the attendant on duty is always “a 
Woman.” If the child is younger than seven months, the 
mother is warned that certain questions will be asked her 
in the interests of her child, but that she need not answer 
them, and no enquiry will be made. "The attendant then 
carefully explains to the mother that if from want and 
Poverty she is forced to abandon her child, help will be 
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forthcoming, and that immediate remittance can be made 
if she will keep the child. She is warned also that it 
means final abandonment if she abandons. Admission is 
jmmediately effected if the mother wishes it. If the child 
fe over seven months, careful and prompt enquiries are 
set on foot before admission takes place. 

Tr has been necessary briefly to explain these matters 
in order to understand fully the work that is carried on, 
here, for they are dealing with children drawn from almost 
all classes of society directly or indirectly. 

‘The enormous scope offered here for those studying re- 
search will easily be appreciated when we observe the work 
being carried on by Professor Marfan and his assistants, 

Professor Marfan holds the Chair in Child Welfare in 
the Faculty of Medicine of Paris, and is also director of 
the Ecole de Puériculture of the Franco-American 
Foundation. He attends the institution every day from 
His chief theatre of operation is 


9am, to 12 noon. 
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Pavillon Pasteur—plan of which is shown (Fig. 1)—a con: 
venient building, but by nomeans considered the last word 
in planning. A large number of students attend the lectures 
‘and work in the hospital attached, for in the institution 
they deal with all ilinesses, as well as research work and 
Child welfare... The hospital is Inid out, adjacent to the 
institution buildings, in the usual form in separate small 
blocks for various contagious diseases. The observation 
block is interesting, being divided into a serics of glazed 
cubicles, " boxes,"" as they prefer to call them at the 
hospital, ‘There are two, three or four cots in each box, 
‘a weak point as contagious diseases may develop. ‘The 
isolation block, which the plan illustrates, i= planned on 
the same" bor.” principle, but with one cot in each box. 
Each cot faces the corridor, and through the glazed screen 
the nurse in attendance can observe with freedom without 
entering unnecessarily. Various diseases are nursed— 
diphtheria, fever, ete—in the same isolation block, with 
apparent success. Measles and whooping cough have a 
separate block. 

‘The photographs(Figs. 3&3) show the entrance courtyard 
of the institution. ‘The large verandahs built up in front of 
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the wards form sheltered sun-roams for the children, and 
‘on the top gallery only sunblinds are provided for use in 
hot weather. ‘The semicircular windows to the fagade on 
the right give light to a beautiful room, originally the old 
convent chapel, now the Créche des Enfants. It is used 
for the youngest infants, and the tiny cots are arranged 
in lines along this stately room with its panelled walls, 
interesting ceiling, historical oil paintings and polished: 
floor ; there are several pieces of valuable old furniture 
and a beautiful fireplace. 

“The rooms under the large ward provide school-room, 
dining-room with long wooden tables and metal platters, 
and exercise rooms. ‘There is a fine old oak staircase 
leading to the dormitories and ward over. Two large 
blocks form the wings at the rear, the boys on one side: 
and the girls on the other, The court between these 
blocks is laid out formally, and again the pollarded trees 
lank the grass on cither side of the court. 
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‘There are two large annexes outside Paris, one at 
Antony for 250 children over two years of age, and one 
at Chatillon-sous-Baqueux for seventy children aged one 
to two years. The healthy children under four years are 
Grafted out to the country and boarded in suitable homes, 

"The great value of such centrally co-ordinated work is 
apparent, and the work done at this institution is of the 
highest value to the nation, and the benefit to scientific 
research can hardly be estimated. 
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‘This large centre for infant welfare work— Franco- 
American Foundation "—is housed in wooden buildings, 
Which during the war formed a military hospital. Recog- 
ising the importance of saving child life in 1919, the 
French, with American co-operation, converted this 
hospital soon after the Armistice into a welfare centre, 
and it will be scen on reference to the plan (Fig. 4) that a 
Nery complete and useful building has been arranged on. 
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up-tosdate tines. The buildings are mostly of wood on her home and obtain. an adequate supply daily, The 
up-to-date lines erand asthe eirectrice, Malle-Greiner, bottles are returned dirty, and are sterilised ts institu 
poied out, had the advantage of being temporary and tion under proper, ‘supervision. Each bottle has a proper 
Experimental. ‘china top efficiently sealed down. 

Dare Sovern'a lrge aren of Pacsjand iia neces: "The nuriet” department i sno feature that is 
sary understand the work it has to perform to sppreciate worthy jof, seater ‘A new.“ pavillon " has, been 
Fay AE saoning. ‘There is a staff of visiting nurses who attached, e= shown én the plan, giving accommodation for 
find out eases, follow up and keep in touch with them ; — Srenty-foee nurses, and a sitting-room is provided. 
find out Cae ceene ime. they have records of 6,400 Nusses from other Curie or the provinces, can stay at 
huis the present trig history inrecordcd, and careful the inaticasion and attend the lector ‘and receive special 
Se ye ey cet or all tho’ cance. Every ieatmsionya-speciel COonO 7 Fe provided for their 
charts and indie ctolore sight ofthe cases when once Accommodation. Each muss! has a separate cubicle, 
cadeavour imide 00% ercfore iris necesery to pro- adequate but very simple, ‘and they are provided with 
vide i i ene. fneals with the staff nurses at extremely moderate rates, a 
‘side pecommadaion Sa are provided for the children up Piso and simple dinnes coving but three francs. As 
sultaion 30 Pen years: Avvimple example wil explain these nurses and’ the Witte eal i alway five at any 
to the age of fiteen rth visiting nurse brings the mother time during the diy or ait ‘meal is always in readiness, 
the method adopted Tye wtiurion : te child is born, and it is remarksble thas 12 62 small a kitchen as that 
before confinement f0 15 toon as mother and child are Provided so much Work cl Be done, but the excellent 
and a record mde id the conditions are decrned suitable, order maintained and oe French efficiency in this depart 
considered fp their home. Regular attendance at the Ment are pesbabs te ‘only reasons why such compactness 
they Tete cr and child for the doctor's inspection is and economy in space ire possible. 
clinic or tnd the visiting nursé who bas the case in charge A brary, ‘provided. ‘This is not a recreation room, 
are anja these conoultations. ‘The resident mater- but for uly ‘and for reference to standard works. “The 
a aeand district visiting nurses who are at the lecture bal is ‘provided with desks, each having a fixed 
Fa eet ar the time also attend, and occupy the raised arm-rsst serv At 

















‘writing table on the right-hand side 
instirution af the i Ne docter. The child i= stripped for taling notes during Tectures. 
‘and placed on the table, and the doctor makes @ Tarefal ‘The lectures are always given by specialists, ‘and, the 
and placed on the ietign, explaining and demonstrating visiting nurses, Pupite ‘and provincial nurses attend, ‘The 
{the case fully and completing the record to date, and gi French do not provide lectures for the mothers, but prefer 
Es Goceuasy instructions ax regards feeding and manage~ the norses ‘and sisters to be well informed, and to give 
a ect reas visits become less frequent as the age of the | adviCE: eo 
‘child increases. 1f, as the child grows up, i “The plan is essentially suitable for the methods and 
chil increases. Uf Torun property, exercises are ordered, Management of ¥ institution in particular, and it is 
the chest i not ome provided for these exercises and, worth, 9 Food ideal of close study and thought. From # 
and erect id hag vo attend these classes. Cases of Practical working POPE ‘of view there is much to be said 
nil ape the child ilccy thereto, are devececd atavery foe. the separate. Apert ble ‘The absence of 
tuberous of the necessary cure is beun or the child noise and connor ‘most noticeable, and transit without 
carly sou, and the nfcecatment athe doctor decides. nturbance ca very e209 ibe performed. 
Basel 0 8 Boe Oe rnaye recrcdy, Xxavapenca.” Mule: Greiner ePely or a eth the increasing 
te ae ijed.; provision is made for ophthalmic trest- number of pare ‘hat an institution on these Hines must 
fun is provided 3 Prove is a special department for  ineur,and already of opisich that they have proved bere 
ment and dentistry. women, equipped with tables for thatthe size ofthe & “rict should be as small as is possible. 
gninor operations, such as misplacement, ete Also, dat tho sone ‘should be built fora certain number, 
The alk depot is a special feature of this institution, 304 Nat SaveS Oy increasing area j ut that the area 
and deals with the difficult problem of efficient supply in Should be reduced. This suggests that the smaller 
a aatisfactory manner, The milk department has ample 
























institution, complete and compact, can do the work more 


fccommodation allowed, as shown on the plan, and the efficiently than the larger one; 

Stelfeation ia most carefully performed. ‘To overcome the - 

Gbvious difficulty incarred by the mothers living at a Pouronsttne, BouLooNe-suR-SEINE, 
Giatance fom the oentce in fetching the daily supply, a ‘There i 4 oP ingerest in this institution for those 
distance from Wir for supplying the dairies with bottled studying infant welfare; 











scherne as fried [ibe dnrymen were paid a small sum ‘The Pouponniére (his rm is used by the French 
for fetching it, The dairymen, when they appreciated fos all residential homes for babies, and is in general use 
1 te Oe etoy the sterilised mailk and the  —the babies are often referred (9. 98 Doe is 


Peonance of child welfare, patiouically offered to fetch situated inthe suburh of Boulogne-sur-Seine, the building, 
importants fad collect and rerurn the bottles free of being « typical French Vis, ‘adapted and fitted up in the 
urge, nnd they have been doing this now for some best mance for the purpose. ‘The institution is under 
hares; tnd Hohe has proved a success, Both dtirymen the direction of Dr Hao tat d’Heuqueville, the 
fire. The scheme has Proves “Soin a regular supply. visiting physician, who considers the balling ‘somewhat 
snd smothers being, spect, ith in the same manner in inadequate, and in no way ideal. Hers sgn ‘the most 
The Pic fff mother can go to the nearest dairy to suitable building to Ind has Been secured and adapted 
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to the purpose, so that the main object in view—the 
development of child welfare—may not be delayed. 
Pleasantly situated on a corner site, with an open garden 
sheltered by trees, the house, which in pre-war days was 
used as a girls’ school, has been cleverly rearranged for 
its new purpose. (Fig. 5.) 

‘Thix Pouponniére only receives healthy babies, about 
thirty to forty in number. Each infant on admission, 
after strict medical examination, is kept for one month 
in quarantine under observation. "This observation ward 
od at the top of the house, entirely cut off, and 
has its separate cubicle, formed with glazed 

There are, in addition to the observation 
quarters for new-comers, rooms for " sus and a 
small infirmary for those definitely taken ill, ‘The main 
wards are arranged so that they are entirely separate from, 
the wing housing the new-comers. 
























nt, HouLoaNesun-Sunt, 








French houses with their French 
‘casement windows, provided they have the right aspect 
lend themselves very well to the adaptation of small wards, 
and here they have been finished in white enamel through- 
out, including all fittings, Each little cot. has been 
separated from its neighbour by wooden slatted. parti- 
tions about 5 feet 6 inches high, and above each cot 
is a small cupboard containing the infant’s complete 
toilet necessaries, and there is also a clean white overall 
for the use of the nurse. ‘The ideal of “one nurse for 
‘one baby " ja, of course, impossible, but itis a strict rule 
of this establishment that the nurse shall use the overall 
‘belonging to the child she is attending, and the reason for 
the separating partition is that each child's complete 
‘outfit shall be kept separated from the others. Every 
precaution is taken throughout to avoid contagion, and 
every visitor has to remove his overcoat and don a white 
overall before visiting the wards. ‘The results are 
absolutely satisfactory, the mortality practically nil, and 
the health generally excellent, 

‘The bathroom adjoining the wards is instructive 
Along one side runs a broad, flat lead sink about 2 feet 
© inches wide and 6 inches deep in place of a bath, pro- 
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vided with two, loose cork slabs, ‘The water supply is 
from a large nickel tap with flexible tube and douche 
spray. The soap is in powder form, and supplied by 
Pressing a lever on a metal box of tap-like form’adjacent 
to the water supply. By this means it is impossible for 
the same soap to be used for more than one child ; also 
by washing the child by spraying at the sink, the water 
immediately runs away, and there is no chance of two 
children having the same water. 

Again, a special feature is the arrangement for the 
supply and distribution of milk. A special department 
provides for the sterilising of the milk for five to ten 
minutes, bottling and cooling. Hardly any dried milk is 
used in Paris, ‘The individual feeds are made up under 
the doctor's ‘prescription ; there ix no extern. depa 
‘ment as at the Franco-American Foundation, There i 
a laundry with special apparatus for sterilising all baby= 
linen, anid a shoot from the upper floors conveying the 
linen direct to the laundry. 

Dr, d’Heuqueville has published a very interesting 
book, L'Blevage en Commun des Nourrissons les Poupone 
niéres,? well illustrated, which gives a sgreat deal of intors 
mation on the subject’ gencrally,.and_also of his special 
Pouponnitre at Boulogne-sur-Seine, showing the plans 
and view of the building. 

‘The four institutions briefly described in these notes 
‘erve to illustrate the main examples of the administration 
dealing with this subject ; there are many other institu 
tions in and around Paris which are worth attention and 

tut de Puériculture de Strasbourg, « new 
building, hax special interest, with its open terrace ov 
corridor for the cots, 













































vis inapecting these ittuions 
very courtesy from the hospital 
officals and staff in charge, who were always ready to help 
me when a difficulty arose and were most willing to give 
Ie is necessary when visiting France on an 

Kind, asin other countries, to see man 

is good deal of formality to go throu 
nission is obtained, which takes up much time, 
but litle real difficulty arises provided one has letters of 
Introduction. Hospital officials have to be on thelr guard 
auguinst the merely curious, and they are acting in avery 
enerous manner when allowing a stranger to inspect and 
often remain on the premises so long, making, notes, 
mewuring and taking photographs, which necsariy 

causes certain amount of inconvenience, howe 
careful the visitor may be, Bye 
Jn conclusion, 1 would express my sincere thanks to the 
coetormatrons and students who placed 
isposal and #0 fully explained 
Giermthing and rendered “such valuable’ asshtance, 
Especially 1 would thank Dr. Gamgee, for her adviec; 
Professor Marfan, Paris ; Mademoiselle Mossé, Matron a 
La Maternité Hospice, and Mademoiselle M. Bertrand 
Mademoiselle Greiner, Matron at Ecole de Pudriculture 
and the Direetrice, Pouponnitre, Boulogne-sur, 






































* A copy of this book is now in the R.LB.A, 








Review 


CARDIFF CASTLE! ITS HISTORY AND 
‘ARCHITECTURE. P. Grant, 
ARIB.A. Published by Wiliam Lewis (Printers), 

They of Cardi justly proud ld 

city i j roud of its civic build- 

Te hes good reason neo to be proud of its Castle, 

which, founded in the Norman times, has by a succes~ 

sion of building and alteration linked up the ages. It 

has had its fortunes and misfortunes. It dominated the 

t Roman road which ran into the heart of Wales ; 

it was destrayed by Owen Glyndwr ; rebuilt and re- 
modelled in one century and another ; it has 

into the hands of its present owner, the Marquis of 

Bute, to whose enterprise and judgment, as also to 

thong of the preceding Marquis, rnuch ofits present 

glories are due. "The story bas been set forth in this 

Well ordered little hand-book by Mr. John P. Grant, 

who has dedicated it to the present owner. And it is a 

worthy dedication, for the excavations and research 

carried out in the recent years have revealed the great 
interest which attaches to the site, that of the large 

Roman camp covering six acres and more through 

Which N. and 8, a branch of the Via Julia ran. ‘The wall 

surrounding this camp was incorporated in the succes- 

sive building, and we realise that the Castle presents 
atk that goes back to that great period of 

Civilisation, Its history culminates in the important 

Works carried out by William Burges in the seventies 

of the last century, yielding us so characteristic an 

example of hia genius. ‘The period of Gothie revival has 
passed, perhaps never to return. ‘The torch of medise- 

Ya romance, the light from which was shed far and 

wide by the novels of Walter Scott, has flickered out. 

‘The schoolboys are now few who can respond to the 

slow of Ieanhoe and Kenilworth, But auch warmth 

‘Was reflected in the works of Burges, E. W. Godwin 

and J. Pritchard, a quality that removes such efforts far 

from the academic representations with which the 
period is studded. 

‘Unsuited as this spirit often was to modern require- 
‘ments, this criticism is not so applicable in the handling 
‘of a work which presents so many features of an 
honourable descent. Among which may be noted the 
Roman walling already alluded to, the Norman Keep, 
the thirteenth-century Black Tower and the Octagon 
‘Tower of the fifteenth century, together with the 
Banqueting Hall. ‘The illustrations which are provided 
possess unusual interest, since they comprise repro- 
ductions from drawings by Paul Sandby and Rowland 
son, which give full expression to the Castle's pictur- 
esque claims in the eighteenth century. Photographs 
of some interiors show the vigour and resource of 
Burges, their designer. Mr. Grant isto be in every way 
commended on the production of his Kittle wor 

C, J. Tarr [F 





























The City Churches 


‘The following letter from the President of the Institute 
(Mr. J. Alfred Gotch) was published in The Times on 
‘9 November — 

“The threatened demolition of a number of the 
City churches has been considered by the Council of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects, and 1 have 
‘been authorised to state publicly that the R..B.A. pro- 
tests against the proposal to demolish any of the City 
churches and pledges itself to do all in its power to pre~ 
vent the demolition in the capital of the Empire of 
buildings which are of great historic value and artistic 
interest.” 





Ata meeting of a full session of the Church Assembly on 
16 November, the Archbishop of York (presiding), before 
the Assembly resumed its consideration, on the revision 
stage, of the Union of Benefices and Disposal of Churches 
(Metropolis) Measure, 1923, announced that a memorial 
had been received from the Lord Mayor and the City 
Corporation expresaing the opinion that the Mearuré 
should not be with, for the reasons set out in the 
report of the ‘attached to the memorial, which 
‘was adopted by the Court of Common Council, 

Lord Hugh Cecil, in moving that the several clauses of 
the Messue bo considered fo revvon, aed tha the 
members in not propose that bl 
Should come to a final decion athe present session on 
the controversial matters raised. They were ansious for 
the appointment of a small committee of consultation for 
the purpose of meeting the principal critics of the Meastire 
‘with a view £0 coming to some agreement in regard to the 
points in dispute. At the next session jt wos hoped that 
Xf the opposition was not altogether satisfied there would 
he opportunity for a debate on points still outstanding 
between them and their critics, and a further revision 
stage in order to try to reach agreement, If it wat 
possible to get agreement they could then have a dis 
‘cussion on the motion for the final approval of the Measure 
and decide either to pass it or to reject it, 

‘The various clauses of the Measure were then con- 
sidered in tum. 

On Clause 4, dealing with the constitution and powers 
of the Bishop's Commission, the Rev. J. H. J. Ellison 
moved an amendment to sub-section 10, which provided 
that if the Commissioners should report, after investiga- 
tion of a certain case, that it was undesirable that « scheme 
should be framed, and that no further proceedings should 
be taken, nothing should prevent the Bishops from ap- 
pointing another Commission in respect of the proposals 
referred. Mr. Ellison’s amendment provided that an 
interval of five years should elapse before the appointment 
‘of a second Commission. 

Prebendary Sharpe seconded. 

‘The Bishop of London said that whilet such an action 
2 the appointment of x second Commission immediatly 
would not be perpetrated by a Bishop who was not mad, hie 
‘was willing to support the amendment if Mr. Ellison 
would make the period three years instead of five. 
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‘Mr. Ellison assented to this, and the clause as amended 
‘was agreed to. A similar amendment was also carried in 
regard to Clause 6. 

Lord Hugh Cecil moved a number of amendments to 
some of the remaining 16 clauses, all of which were agreed 
to, and the clauses and the schedules were passed. 

Lord Hugh Cecil then moved that the Measure be 
recommitted to an appointed committee of not more than 
42 persons, and that it be an instruction to the Standing 
Committee, in appointing this committee, that they select 
‘only members generally in sympathy with the purport of 
the Measure. He said they did not want to go over again 
the work of a Grand Committee, but to have a small com: 
mittee to attend to the work of drafting, and to come, i 
Possible, to an agreed settlement with the opposition 
‘The public outside were making » profound mistake in 
supposing that they were setting up for the first time the 
machinery for the union of benefices and the disposal of 
churches. ‘The machinery for this was already in exist- 
nee, and what they were doing was to set up machinery 
‘which they thought would be better than that in existence 
to meet difficulties which often arose. At present, 
benefices could not be united or churches disposed of 
without the consent of the patron or vestry. It needed 
hardly any argument to show that a better plan was to set 
Lup an impartial authority which would hear both sides and 
come to a reasonable conclusion, ‘That was the plan sug- 
sested in the Measure, 

‘The Rev. A. G. B. Atkinson moved an amendment in- 
‘structing any committee appointed so to amend tho 
Measure as to provide for the better safeguarding of 
ancient churches and Church treasures, especially in the 
ity of London. He said that Lord Hugh Cecil wished 
to meet all the objections of the critics, but he could not 
reconcile that with the proposed composition of the cam- 
mittee. It was not advisable to bias the committee in one 
they wanted to consult critics, He rathe 
thought the object was to get rid of ‘tiresome Mr. Ell 
son,” a sort of " Cecil’s purge," to get only those of the 
right faith on the committee. ‘He did not think it would 
help the Bishop of London’s work in the City of Lonion 
to have a committee of one particular complexion. ‘The 
‘only interpretation put upon that in the City would be 
that the iconoclastic zeal of the Bishop of London was not 
abated, It was regrettable that there was this cleavage be- 
‘ween Art and the Church and between clergy and artists. 














Lord Hugh Cecil again emphasived that the 
‘committee was intended to be what might be called a 
negotiating committee. 


Lord Parmoor appealed t0 Lord Hugh Cecil to with- 
draw the second part of his motion containing an instruc- 
tion to the Standing Committee. 

Prebendary Sharpe, seconding this, also asked Mr. 
‘Atkinson to withdravy his amendment. 

"The Dean of York said he was perfectly certain that the 
Assembly was unanimously anxious that the great value, 
not only to the City of London, but to the whole country, 
from the point of view of art and beauty, of some of its 
priceless building’ should be always recognised and have 
fall importance given to them. He thought that ought to 
bbe emphasised, because there was an impression outside 
that the Assembly was not giving adequate attention to 
that aspect of the subject. 
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‘The Bishop of London said that to his mind some of 
their City churches were the glory of the world, and he 
would rather resign than that such achurch as that of St. 
Bartholomew the Great should be touched. 

Lord Hugh Cecil said he was willing to withdraw his 
instruction so long as it was understood that the com- 
mittee was to be a negotiating committee. ‘The motion for 
the appointment of a committer was agreed to.* 








With reference to the decision of the Assembly the 
following letter from Mr. A. R. Powys, the Secretary of 
the Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings, 
appeared in The Times on 19 November -— 

The decision reached by the National Assembly 
this afternoon to refer the Union of Benefices and Dis- 
posal of Churches measure back to committee for tecon- 
sideration will be probably approved by all your readers, 
If the revised measure confines its intentions to improving. 
the spiritual service of the City of London, it will be 
generally welcomed, While it retains any clause which 
makes it possible for a small section to satisfy their desire 
to raise money by the sale of the site of any one of these 
churches, the measure will certainly meet with the opposi- 
tion, not only of societies like the one for which I write, 
but also of the majority of Londoners and of most people 
throughout the Empire who care for the ancient and 
‘beautiful things of the Church." 

Sir Banister Fletcher, referring to the decision of the 
‘National Assembly, writes in The Times of 23 November = 
“Phe decision as to the fate of the City churches is post= 
poned, but there is no finality about it. It is hardly even 
an armistice, but merely a period for further inquiry that 
has been reached, and more specious proposals may be 
evolved. ‘Those of us who cltim that these threatened 
churches are the City’s heritage, not to be bartered away, 
must now be awake and alert to parry any fresh form of 
attack, We must continue our efforts and do our utmost to 
‘make sure that the case for the churches so ably advocated, 
by The Times is met, not by ' insufficient safeguards, but 
bby a final recognition that they must be left untouched and 
their use developed for the weekday workers of the City.?? 


The Lonilon City Churches, & pamphlet which haa just 
been compiled and issued by the London Society, in the 
hope of arousing xreater public interest in these historic 
buildings, can be obtained from the publishers, Messrs, T 
Fisher Unwin, Led., 1, Adelphi Terrace, W.C-2, price 18, 


INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS OF INEW 
SOUTH WALES AND THE R.LBA. 

‘Mr. Charles Rosenthal, the President of the Institute 
of Architects of New South Wales, writes on 24 Septem= 
her, in reply to a letter addressed to him by the Presis 
dent of the Institute 

“* Your letter was laid before our Council and before 
the members as a whole at our last general meeting. 1 
‘now write to assure you that you may rely on the fullest 
measure of co-operation on the part of this Institute 
with the parent R.LB.A. We feel that united effort 


‘will mean much for our profession generally t 
the Empire,"" ty yen 




















* From The Times report, 








ALFRED BOSSOM STUDENTSHIP 


The Architect and Town Planning - 


‘The Council of the Royal Institute desire to call the 
attention of all Members and Licentiates to the following 
‘Memorandum which has been prepared by the Town 
Planning Committee of the R,LB.A. 

"The need for architects to interest themselves in Town 
Planning, and, as far as possible, to associate themselves 
with Town Planning proposals and procedure in the towns 
‘within which they practise, is very urgent. 

‘With the impetus that has been given to Statutory Town 
Planning since the passing of the Act of 1919 practically 
every town in England, with a population of 20,000 and 
over, it undertaking Town Planning. Many smaller towns 
and rural areas are doing likewise. 

'But not only should architects study the problems in- 
volved, and associate themselves with the making of these 
Statutory schemes, either by as_eonsultants. to 
councils or as representing architectural interests, but 
they should also, in cases where towns are developing and 
where no ‘Town Planning scheme is being prepared, urge 
‘on the making of a scheme. 

It might, perhaps, be useful to enumerate some of the 
iistakes that are likely to occur when a town is developed 
without proper planning. its 

‘Frequently there is no sort of co-ordination between the 

‘of different owners. It is nobody's business to 

about co-operation, and, as a result, some streets lead 

nowhere, others take wrong directions, and, generally, no 
direct communication is secured. 

‘Streets when widened are not Jide enough and 
buildings require to be pulled down and set back many 
times over, Buildings are erected in positions that Town 
Planning proposals would show to be unsuitable, and 
‘where they are likely to be eventually obstructive, necessi- 
{ating the constant deflection of streets from their proper 
course. 

“The conditions that should be observed in designing a 
modern road for purposes of motor traffic are overlooked, 
tnd, as a result, streets are constructed with dangerous 
Comers of too restricted widths, without reference to the 
Safety of the pedestrian, and without preserving a neces- 
sary line of vision. 

Tn well-prepared Regional and Town Planning schemes, 
lines of communication between towns are improved and 
bye pis sod are constructed round old village 0 ot 
10 allow of safe and rapid communication by motor be- 








tween distant points. Bye-pass roads should also be con 
structed to avoid the costly widening of old streets 
‘originally designed for a limited wheel traffic. 

“Town Planning should sssist in the preservation of 
buildings that are worth preserving, and should ensure 
that new bridges and buildings on important sites are of 
‘good architectural character and suited to their site. 

“Town plans should fix the buidling lines and should 
determine the width and character of streets. 

Tn the design of roads itis all important that the road, 
when completed, shall not only afford the best transport 
facilities, but the completed thoroughfare should be a 
satisfactory one from the architectural point of view. 

“The following principles are of general application — 

+. Every town has an individuality and special features 
of it own which should be expressed in its plan. 

Natural features of beauty and interest, such as hills, 

trees, streams and pools, should not only 
Soir caus be specie ws serosa 
they st regarded as important determinit 
factors in the making of the plan. 

3. Main lines of transit should take the direction re 
quired, always with reference to the contoursof the land. 

if. The clement of design—theart of combining many 
units in proper relation and proportion—is just as 
to success in planning a part of a town or suburb as it 
planning # large building ; mere geometrical planning is 
insufficient 


it. 

's- Long straight streets, when adopted, should have a 
definite objective. 

6. Lines of sight should in general be restricted to what 
the eye can easily take in. All views should as far as 
possible be framed in 2 suitable setting. 

"7. The grouping and arrangement of the principal 
buildings and open spaces should be studied with 1 view 
to securing good architectural compositions, and no 
scheme of planning can be regarded ax satisfactory unlest 
there is 3 sufficiency of open spaces. 

"To ensure that the foregoing points are observed, it is 
essential that Local Authorities should obtain the best 
professional advice, and it is very desirable that Councils 
‘Should have an architectural adviser to work in collabora 
tion with the engineer and surveyor. It is only in this 
‘ay that the many aspects of Town Planning can be ade- 
‘quately dealt with and the best results secured. 

















‘THE R.LBA. ALFRED BOSSOM TRAVELLING 
Me Jury forthe RLB.A. Alfred 

1, The Subject set by the Jury for the RBA. 
Bossom Traveling Studentship & # follows — 

"A cotnpany is formed for the purpose of developing an 
island site 190 ft. by 100 ft. in the business quarter of a 
first-class provincial town of not less than 490,000 in- 
habitants. 
the student i required to name the town and the 
position of the site and to submit a scheme as architect to 
the Company which complies-with the following con- 
ditions -— i 

(a) He is to state the annual value of the site. 





(®) The property is to be developed to the best advan= 
tage, say, as a store, shop, offices, banks, etc., and the 
capi ‘must be such as'seith its revenue will 
appeal to. the public under current conditions. ‘The 
‘capitalisation of the Company being stated in outline. 

(@) Local rates to be stated. 

(d) ‘The height is to be left to the student, but is not to 
exceed 100 feet to the springing of the roof, but there may 
bbe two floors in the roof. 

‘(@) ‘The Model Bye-Laws of the Ministry of Health or 
similar enactment must be assumed. 
ip rears ne Seal pices be estimated. at 

2,000, 
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(y) Central heating must be provided. 
The scale of plans, elevations and sections is to be 
A in. to rift, No perspective drawing will be allowed, 












and no repetition of plans or elevation . Draws 
1s may be lightly tinted in monochrome, 
"The report accompanying the plans must deal with the 
approximate cost of building: nnd the financial return of the 
whole scheme. 


3. Associates of the Royal Institute who haye not passed 
through one of the schools inclusded in the competition are 
required to deliver their designs and reports (in com- 
petition for a Silver Medal) at the Royal Institute not ister 
than § p.n.on Monday, « December 1934, 

‘3. Schools of Architecture included in the competition 
tare required to announce that Monday, + December 1924, 
isthe closing date for the local Silver Medal Competitions: 
‘The local Juries should meet as soon as possible after 
1 December 1924. ‘The Silver Medal designs and Re- 
ports must be submitted to the Royal Institute not fater 
than s pam. on Wednesday, 31 December 1024. 

it. In the case of schools not recognised for exemption 
from the R.1.B.A. Final Examination, the local award of a 
Silver Medal is subject to the approval of the Jury for the 
Studentship. 

(Copies of this Programme may be obtained free at the 
‘9 Conduit Street, London, Wt.) 


























NOTES FROM ‘THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL 
FING, 5 NOVEMBER, 1923. 
‘Tym Crry Counce, 

It was decided: so issue a public protest against the 
threatened demolition o City churches. 

PrestnvaTion oF PLAces oF NaTunat Beatty on Hts- 
TORIC INTEREST. 

Tk was decided to join the Royal Academy, the Society 
for the Protection of Ancient Buildings and the Society 
of Antiquaries in vending to the Chancellor of the x= 
thequer a proposal for exempting the owner of any pl 
of natural beauty or of bistoric interest from Schedule A. 
of the Income Tix chargeable upon that property, pro- 
vvided that he keeps the property in such repair as will 
prevent decay and ullows reasonable access to members of 
the public who wish to enjoy the beauties of the place or to 
appreciate its historic interest. 

RovaL Cowatission on Fink BRIGADIS AND Fine Pate 





VISTION. 
Ik.was decided to appoint a joint Committee of members 
of the Practice and Science Standing Committees to collect 





find collate reports from the Allied Societies on the Report 
‘of the Royal Commission on Fire Brigades and Fire Pre- 
vernon and t advise the Council as to any atepe which i 
uty be desirable to take in connection with the Report. 
Lay-our axp TOWN PLANNING ComPerrTons, 

Tr was decided to take steps to arrange an early con 
ference of representatives of the ‘Town Planning Institute, 
the Town Planning Committee R.I.B.A., anid the Com= 
petitions Committee R.I.B.A., 10 consider and report to 
the Council R.LB.A, upon the whole question of Town 
Planning and Lay-out Competitions, 

TuteoaL Use ov R.UBA. Avex. 

Tens decided to publish a note annually in the R.1.B.A, 

JOURNAL. and the professional Press calling attention to the 
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fact that the use of the RILB.A. affix or of any affix sug 
gesting membership of the ..by those who are not 
members of this body is illegal, and that if any eases are 
reported to the Council legal proceedings will be taken, 
‘Tate Cuanren AND Bye-Laws Comnerrree, 
Maurice E, Webb was appointed as an additional 
of the Committee, 
Roxo Accwss ro Tix Loxpox Docks, 
twas decided to communicate with the Port of London 
Authority andthe Miniter of Transport othe effect hat 
the Royal Institute is glad to note the probability of the 
above improvement, and will be glad to be assured that 
the work is likely to be proceeded with during the winter, 
‘xpecally in view of the employment that might be pro: 
vided. 


























macurriNG oF Fins. 

Under the provisions of Bye-law 24° member was 
severely cenare for quoting Tees lower thn those pre= 
scribed by the RLLD.A. Scale in competition with other 
architects for an appointment under a public body. 

ALi ccpaied Toe 

centiate was expelled for taking part in a Come 
petition which bad been banned by the RICBAS 
RULBA, Exassarions, 

(a) Probationership-—it was decided to nccept chemistry 
as an alternative to physics, mechanics, or higher mathe. 
‘matics inthe qualifentions for the probationersh 

(Toot Plaming “Ie was decked to inte « 
special examination for members of the i 
Genendgain Tom Pieangs 

(©) Final Examination—The Board of Architectural 
Education reported to the Council that the following 
students of recognized schools exempted from the Fant 
Examination had passed the Examination in Professional 
Practice — 

Brooke, Donald. 
‘Chambers, Isabel M. 
Coin, J. A. 
Grichimay, George 
Fonts Manvel 
yn. Maxwell Raafit, Mohammed, 
Harrison, Edith Cian, Sutherland See 
Higham, 'E. H. H. Vallis, RW. He” 
OEE Arita Deas)’ Scotahipa he 
rchitectural Education Count 
that the following wards had Tete 
ine Scholarship of go. per unnum to Mr. 
Dopnlswon, Liverpool University, “© MT Rs We 
One Scholarship of £5 per annum to Mr. R. H,Purner, 
ong Shit 
Scholarship of £25. per an Mr, 
aca Adhd Aoction Pee 
renewal for the year 1923-1924 of the Scho 
{Eas awarded in ton3 10 Mes C HL Hatton ne 

(6) RBA, Henry Jarvis) Studentship at the Arehie 

carl cation he Board of Achtctral Eden 
reported that they had approved the a 

Studentship of {00 Mr. Arthur Edwin Cameron, 

aie Masurnssin bn 

(@) ‘The nominations of 21 candidates é 
and soo the Amaia wee Tope nae 

Mr. FE, F, Duley (lected Au 
1995) was transferred to the Retired Fellowship Se 























Hirst, Harold, 
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NOTICES 


Notices 


‘THE THIRD GENERAL MEETING. 

‘The Third General Meeting (Business) of the Session 
1923-24 will be held on Monday, 3 December, 1923, a¢ 
pm. at 9 Conduit Street, W.r, for the following pur 





‘poses 
"To read the Minutes of the General Meeting (Ordinary) 
held on 19 November, 1923 ; formally to admit members 
attending for the first time since their election. 
‘To proceed with the election of the candidates for 
membership whose names were published in the JouRNAL. 
for 20 October, 1923 (pp. 655-56), and 10 November, 1923 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS. 
7 JANUARY, 1924. 

‘The following applications’ for election have been 
received. Notice of any objection or other communica~ 
Mion respecting the candidates must be set to the Secte- 

submission to the Council prior to Monday, 
17 December, 1983, 
‘AS FELLOWS (6), 
PASI, (A, 1929), Clifton Chambers 
mnethe-Sea; 1 Caryl Road, St. 


Broaueny : Jou ‘Svowuy [4.1995], Long Lodge, Merton 
: Wt, 
sone fusow: Cuantes Dixxy (4. 1909], "Phe University, 


efi. 

Euroy: Pmcm lox, FS. [4. roro], District Surveyor for 
Wandsworth West, Bink Chambers, 83. High Strect, 
Wandsworth, S.W:r8; " Carleton,"” Lightelifle Road, 
Palmers Green, N.13, 

‘Eustace Conus (4. r899], 1 Lineoln’s Tnn Felds, 

'W.C.2 ‘The Charterhouse, Chirtechouse Square, E.C.t, 

‘Hywucosta ? Cuantes Exserr [4 roto), Station Approach, 


‘Sindertead Surrey. 
SAS"ASSOCIATES (2). 


Burtre: Avgres Riciano ial War Examination), 
Mi ee 


(pp. 30-31). 

















Oa iy erat ony 
Competitions 


EASTLEIGH ; NEW ASSEMBLY HALL AND EX- 
‘TENSIONS 'TO COUNCIL HAL, 
‘Members and Licentintes of the Royal Institut 
Beith Architects rust notte pat in this Competition 
because the conditions are not in accordance with the 
published Regulations of the Royal Institute for Archi- 
tectural Competitions. 





NEW LAW COURTS, CAIRO, 

The Competitions Committee desire to call the attention 
‘of Membera and Licentiatos to the fact that the Conditions 
Of the above Competition are not in accordance with the 
‘Regulations of the RLB.A. ‘The Competitions Com- 
mittee are in negotiation with the promoters in the hope of 
‘securing an amendment. In the meantime Members and 
‘Licentiates are advised to take no part in the Competition, 

RYDE PAVILION. 

‘The Council of the Royal Institute of British Architects 
hhas expelled a Licentiate for taking part in the ubove- 
mentioned Competition, which had been banned on the 

that its Conditions were not in accordance with the 
ations of the R.1.B.A. 


ASSOCIATESHIP OF THE R.LB.A. 
‘The Bourd of Architectural Education desire to draw 
attention to the following decision of H.M. Board of 
Education with reference to ‘Technical Teachers’ Quali- 


_ fications =— 


ANCHITECTUNR—HLM. Board of Education recognise 
the Associateship of the R.L.B.A, (if awarded after 
the Examinations of the Inatitute) as the equivalent to. 
degrees of Universities in Great Britain and Ireland. 


Members’ Column 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS. 
A, Hana (A. has change ls address (o 19 Bedford 
Mi laphone  Ahweut S420, M 


APDOINTENTS WANTED. 
's Asstsrarr thortly disengaged, at prosent avsist 
Repeat rng oe 
‘Sit tuts i a 
Poe pomper ie ey 
eater We 
Tee teal Lantos en f 
oa ante paceens een cerang ato at 
sneer Belttiataecor Tout 
Fee ae eee nae tix sy lo Serta, 
Suet 
coat preset in temporary engagement, desies perena- 
hee at rae a sine ale Sates peered 
peeps, Lente eas oa ek spoon 
BEE Spe Aa, Sat ad dose once ae 
Son a ets cnr lye Oe aaa 
a cen ers Fa ie Nee costar 
Gace ek arabes a ate peta) yee 
sins seat 9 Gat Ste We 
PL UTC win tans cats, woul tw plese 16 
me Aad eo an Abu fs ea 
Seen a aah be tute peat ake pelaary 
See an ARE Me sot ce Soca, 
Ee a nat anton WEP 


Minutes II 


ee Sa Cit Roy Sacco Medlonon Mody, 
ongeipeg eld the OF Medicine on Mon, 
1B Novertber 123,00 $ pam. Mr. J.A. Gotch, President, in 
Tis ing aiendance book ss signed by 0 Fellows 
UMtaungy Member of the Couel 9s Auocates inching 
ora ofene Counelhr® Licenaates # Hon. Asoc, 
1 eerie outer of vitor. The Minuten of he meetin 
Aeu’au November 193) baving een taken rend were 
(Gotirmed and signed by the Chatenan. 

Bie" Top eb ee on The 
Rebuiding of pten and sldsered fe by lantern sides, 
Fetiutionteraued, snd on the motion of General the Rt. Hon, 
lacunar evan, Chie he mpel General Sa recorded 
eee he Belgian Ambarsdon, anu supported by. the 

eon, a vote of Gunks was. patted 0. Mr 
Forget by neclamuni snd wn briefly responded to. 

fhe meeting cowed at 0.451. 


Stu.) 








Squat, 






































R.LBA. JOURNAL, sae 
Dates of Publication —1y23 roth, 24th November 8 
anand" Detenbers tgtgs ath, 26th Jamaary oth, 23¢8 Feb 
Faney; Sth, 2and Marchy sth; a6th April; roth, 24th Mays 
7th, 28th June; rath July; 16th August ;’ 20th’ September; 
Fath October. 
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BICENTENARY MEMORIAL VOLUME OF SIR CHRISTOPHER WREN, 4.0. 1632-1723. PUBLISHED 
UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS WITH AN INTRO- 
DUCTION BY SIR ASTON WEBB, P-R.A., AND A DEDICATION BY PAUL WATERHOUSE, M.A. 


PPRIBA. 
A HANDSOME CHRISTMAS PRESENT. 
PRESS NOTICES. 

Sir Reginald Blomfield, R.A., in RI.B-A. Journal : “This handsome volume, published under the auspices of the 
RLB.A,, is a notable tribute to the memory of Wren. .... Anyone who reads this volume from cover to cover will 
know pretty well all there is to be known about Wren, It is a good deal more than we know about any other architect, 
. «This book is a proof that architects are still moving on the lines Inid down by the great reformer who died two 
huindred years ago." 

Mr. Fiske Kimball in the Journal of the American Institute of Architects :" At last there is a good book on Wren 
—Wren the man and Wren the architect. ‘The Bicentenary Memorial volume published under the auspices of the 
R.LBA. is by long odds the best work about him. ‘The older books, indeed, left much to be desired. . ... Now we 
have a well-rounded work covering with authority the many aspects of Wren's genius. Itis written by men who know. 
"Phe illustrations are far from the usual repetitions of the familiar, . . . For the City Churches there is notably the series 
of fine old water colours, showing in some cases buildings now destroyed. . . .. Theillustrations are not merely informa- 
tive to the practitioner, but give something of « collector's flavour. Numerous old engravings have been reproduced as 
line cats in harmony with the text.” 

© C.HLR."in the Manchester Guardian: “This is a notable book, both for its contents and the manner of its pro- 
duction. . - . this great, handsome, and very beautifully printed volume, ....'The general and cumulative view of 
Wren and his work which this book gives... is certainly sufficiently impressive.” 

‘Mr. A. R. Powys in the London Mercury : "It contains eightecn essays on as many aspects of Wren’s life and works. 
In these circumstances it is surprising to find so little overlapping of subject matter. . . . The book is well produced. 
‘The surface occupied by printing in relation to the page is a renewed source of pleasure as ench leaf is tuned, 

Sunday Times = “No handsomer volume has been issued for many years past from the European press than this 
‘sumptuous tribute to the memory of the greatest of English architects. ‘The letterpress includes studies of Wren and his 
‘work from a large variety of points of view, contributed by writers best qualified to bear testimony to the soundness and 
brilliancy of his diversified genius as architect, astronomer, biologist, merchant adventurer, scientific inventor, and 
Member of Parliament. Wren was not only a'great Englishman ; he was as passionate a lover of London as Samuel 


Johnson himself, and 
1 aught of things that here befall 
Gan touch a spurt among things divine 
fone may imagine him exulting in the knowledge that all pecuniary profit arising from the sale of this splendid volume 
‘ill go to the fund established for the purpose of conserving in ite pristine heauty the greatest of his xchievements, Se 
Paul's Cathedral. The illastrations of the book are numerous and beautiful, and the entire volume is worthy ol 
{ject and of the generous enthusiasm for the fame of a great artist and great citizen of which i isthe outcome. 

Observer : " It is sumptuousls produced, itis mont generously and sympathetically illustrated, and it thaminates 
the subject in countless ways both for the expert and for the layman.” : 

“Morning Post : “\"The book is a joy in itself, ‘The essays it contains are authoritative (jet never dull), and these 
sand the fine coloured plates and drawings commemorate, incidentally, the group of famous craftsmen, such as Grinling 
Gibbons, who helped in the creation of St. Paul's the only cathedral ofthe first rank which was eonopleted within she 
lifestme ofits designe 

Daily Mail : "A worthy monument to the great architect.” 

Daily Telegraph : “A worthy monument to Wren, 40 lavishly ustrated that it presents an uncxampled pictorial 
she Builder We ite all concerned on the production of the work, which isa fit 

der : = We congratulate all concerned on the production of the work, which isa fitting addition to the 
recent tributes of admiration of a great man.. The volume contains the reproduction of more orginal documents thay, 
have been published in any previous volume.” 

The Architect : “An attractive and interesting tribute. . .... "The book is exceedingly well produced and itlase 


The Architect's Journal : "The whole immense range of Wren's activities is covered in the memorial vol : 
i liberally illustrated, well printed, and altogether sumptuously and fittingly produced.” ee on remias 




















































Editions are issued as follows : Suuscmmens’ Epriow, bound in buckram, 5 guineas net ; EDrmiox pe Luxe, 
limited to 250 copies, bound in vellum, numbered and signed, 8 guineas net. 
‘THE ENTIRE PROFITS FROM THE SALE OF THE BOOK WILL BE DEVOTED TO THE ST. PAUL'S 
CATHEDRAL PRESERVATION FUND. 
‘The Special Twenty-five Guinea Edition, limited to $0 copies, has only recently been issued, 
HODDER & STOUGHTON, LTD. LONDON, E.C4 
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The Rebuilding of Ypres 


BY G, TOPHAM FORREST [F-], ARCHITECT TO THE LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL 


[Read before the Royal Institute of British Architects, Monday, 19 November 1 





HERE is no name connected with the 
ropean War of 1914-1918 which means 
more tothe British people than that of Ypres. 
Itspeaks of four long years of agony almost unbear 
able, of heroism almost unbelievable ; and as long 
as this nation lasts the story of the defence of 
Ypres will be told and retold with increasing 
wonder, and the men and women yet to be will 
claim with pride their descent from those who 
tand died in and around thelittle Flemish 

Ypres means more to us than we can put into 
Words. A quarter of a million of the best of our 
youth laid down their lives in its defence, and the 
place is for evermore sacred ground. As a Cana- 
dian writer has said : 

“She belongs—her halls and churches, her 
streets and houses, all her people and all her past, 
henceforth to us, and those who come after us. 
She is spiritually as much a part of the British 
Empire as Vancouver or Toronto,” 

‘The men who defended Ypres could not, how- 
ever, save it from destruction. ‘The Germans, fa 
ing in their efforts to capture it, decided to blot it 
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out. They had no regard either for its history or 
its buildings—buildings which had come more or 
less safely through the perils of sack and siege 
during the long centuries of the history of the town. 
‘One of the remarkable things about Ypres is that 
notwithstanding its troublous history, the great 
monumental buildings, as well as the more notable 
of the smaller buildings, were handed down to 
posterity practically intact. ‘Their destruction was 
left for the troops of 2 civilised nation in the 
twentieth century 

At different times during the war, reports had 
been published regarding the results of the German 
bombardment, and, although these made it clear 
that the ancient buildings were in ruins, those who 
knew and loved the Ypres of pre-war days, and 
remembered all that it had come through in past 
centuries, were hoping against hope that the 
destruction was not so complete as the reports 
seemed to indicate 

‘A visit to the city, however, dispelled all such 
hope ; in fact, it was dispelled immediately after 
leaving the coast, for on every hand there was the 
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most appalling evidence of the destructive power of 
modern gunfire. And yet, as one came towards the 
city, the picture in the mind was not that of Ypres 
of 1918, but of the Ypres of the days of peace 
before August 1914, and we particularly remem- 
ered the wonderful group of buildings to the 
north of the Grand Place, ‘The most notable of 





commenced in 1200 and finished in 1230, but the 
whole building was not finished till a century later, 
‘The belfry was about two hundred and thirty feet 
high, and at the top was the Golden Dragon, the 
old symbol of the City’s liberty, 

In olden times the town watchers were stationed 
on the summit of the belfry in order to watch for 














these was, of course, the Cloth Hall—that remark- 
able civic monument of the Middle Ages, 

In medisval times the religious type of building 
Was usually the most important in Continental 
towns, but this was not so in Ypres, for here the 
Cathedral Church—itself a very beautiful building 

‘was completely overshadowed by the Cloth Hall, 
u building devoted entirely to commerce. 

‘The belfry and east wing are said to have been 
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Chom Haus, ano Buarny i 1913 


the approach of an enemy, and also to give the 
alarm of fire. ‘The practice of having watchers at 
the top of the belfry to give the alarm of fire was 
continued right down till August 1914. 
‘The city archives were also in the belfry, but, 
unfortunately, most of these were lost. It is said 
“charred fragments of innumerable docu- 
were discovered among the wreckage by 
English officers in April 1915."" i 















‘THE REBUILDING OF YPRES. 





‘Tm Comm Haus. axp Buteny ox cy Noventnen 1914 


‘The bells and clock dated from the fourteenth 
century. 

‘The roof covering was of slate surmounted by a 
erest of carved stonework. 

‘The windows were beautiful in design, in fact 
the whole building was a most beautiful piece of 
architecture, and for the work of its-kind might 
well be described as perfect. Asa French writer 
has said :- 

"In its dimensions it rivalled the majesty of a 
cathedral ; in the beauty of its lines a Venetian 
palace; in the richness of its ornamentation the 
buildings of the Spanish Moors.”” 

Taternally there were two floors, the upper being 
‘one huge hall between six hundred fect and seven 
hundred feet in its various ranges, and from thirty 
to forty feet wide. 

It was in this building that great cloth fairs were 
held, particularly in the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries, 

It is thought that originally the waters of the 
river on which the town stands flowed along one 
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side of the building, thus facilitating the receipt 
and despatch of the cloth goods. (Most of the 
streets to the north of the Cloth Hall are built on 
a filled-in dock.) 

Prior to the war, the upper floor—that is, the 
principal floor—was used for local annual fairs, 
Assembly Hall for magistrates, administrative 
offices and concert hall ; and the ground floor was 
used as a market place. In the Middle Ages the 
upper floor was used for the display of cloth and 
drapers’ goods, and the ground floor as offices, 

‘At the eastern end of the Cloth Hall stood the 
Hotel de Ville. It was erected in the early part of 
the seyenteenth century, probably to the designs of 
John Sporeman. It was one hundred and five feet 
long and was built in yellow stone. Its ground 
floor consisted of an open hall twenty feet wide, 
supported by columns. 

Adjoining the Hotel de Ville was the charming 
old-world building known as the Conciergerie, 

Immediately to the north of the Cloth Hall 
stood the cathedral church of St. Martin, the 
earliest portion of which dated from the thirteenth 
century. The south porch, with beautiful rose 
window over, dated from the early fifteenth cen- 
tury. The tower was late fifteenth century. 

Among other buildings of note in the town were 
St. Peter's Church, part of which dated from the 
eleventh century ; St, James's Church, erected in 
the twelfth century ; the Boucherie, the entrance 
to the upper floor of which was obtained from the 
beautiful little corner known as Place du Musée ; 
the ‘Templars’ House (used 2s Post Office since 
1897), of the same date as the Cloth Hall; the 
Hospice Belle with its chapel containing paintings 
of the Belle family from the early fifteenth century 
the Notre Dame Hospital ; the Hotel de Ganc 
anil the Maison Biebuyek, 

‘When the war came to an end it was found that 
all these had been destroyed, in fact not one of the 
four thousand buildings in the town had escaped 
serious damage and most of them had completely 
disappeared 

But a wonderful change has taken place, "Those 
who knew Ypres during or immediately after the 
war, and have been able to visit it recently, find 
that the town is rapidly being transformed into the 
Ypres of pre-war days, the Ypres of which the Bel 
gians were so proud. It bears very little resem- 
blance to the Ypres which burnt itself into the 
memories of our soldiers, but hour by hour it is 
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becoming more and more the Ypres which, for the 
Belgian people, was an inspiring symbol of a glory 
and a greatness long since passed. When the Bel- 
gians think of Ypres, they think of her as she was 
in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, when the 
population was two hundred thousand as_com- 
pared with eighteen thousand before the war ; they 
think of her, not as a quiet haunt of archaeologists 
and lovers of the old, but as a great centre of cloth 





“Tye Cprwenmat. Cuunen or Sr. Mawris 1s 1912 





weaving, supplying woollen goods not only to the 
peoples of France and beyond the Rhine, but also 
England. ‘They think of her glorious Cloth Hall 
erected in the days of prosperity ; of the great 
cathedral church of St, Martin ; of the Grand Place 
with its ancient buildings; and of the quict streets 
in which were to be found a number of buildings 
which could onlybe described as archeological gems 

‘And this was the Ypres they set out to rebuild. 
It should be realised, however, that it was not the 
only place in which’ restoration work had to be 
carried out; nearly two hundred and fifty other 
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communities had suffered, and, in addition, all over 
the country, incalculable injury had been done to 
roads, railways, telegraphic and telephonic instal- 
lations, waterworks, and canals. 

‘As soon as the Capital was re-entered, the 
Government announced that one of the first duties 
of the country was to consecrate the national energy 
and resourees to the task of helping the devastated 
regions to make good their enormous losses. 





Roixe of Carueorat 1% 1919 


‘The first stage was to bring in a Bill—which the 
‘Chambers passed with enthusiasm—with the object 
of placing under the patronage of the nation the 
towns and communities which had suffered. 

"The town of Ypres, which among all the ruined 
districts was certainly the one which had suffered 
most, was, with Louvain and Dinant, those other 
great Belgian sacrifices, among the first to benefit 
from this special law. 

About the middle of 1919 it was, as it were, 
adopted by the nation, and was therefore assured of 
the technical and financial assistance of the State 
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and of those organisations especially created to 
assist in the prompt re-establishment of the 
country. 

‘Thanks to thisaid, important provisional arrange- 
ments were soon made for housing the necessary 
public services and the first repatriated inhabitants, 

‘The task, at this time, was most difficult, for 
means of communication, railways, waterways, and 
roads, had totally disappeared ; transport failed, 











y these huts had been erected, the 
work of clearing the ruins and reconstructing the 
city was taken in hand, and with such speed has it 
been pressed forward that at the end of September 
1923 one thousand five hundred houses were 
actually inhabited ; two hundred were ready for 
occupation ; and seven hundred and eighty-nine 
were in course of reconstruction, ‘This gives a 
total of two thousand four hundred and eighty 
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and labour especially was lacking. And yet, not- 
withstanding all this, within a few months quite a 
small town of nearly 2 thousand huts was built in 
the neighbourhood, on a piece of land which, before 
the war, had been'used as a manwuvring ground 
for the-garrison stationed at Ypres. Part of this 
temporary village still exists and will only disappear 
on the completion of the reconstruction works, for 
it shelters a great part of the working population 
gathered from all parts of the country for the pur- 
ose of rebuilding the town. 
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ospex Recoxsraucrion, 1923 (Novennen) 





nine, which, added to the seven hundred and fifty 
huts remaining, gives a grand total of three thou- 
sand two hundred and thirty-nine buildings since 
the early part of 1921, for it was not till the be 
ning of that year that the work of clearing the ruins 
was sufficiently advanced to allow of a com- 
mencement being made on actual building 
worl 

‘Those who did not see the ruins of the unhappy 
city on the morrow of the armistice, or during the 
months immediately following, ean form but little 
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idea of the labour r 
struction possibl 1e masses of ruins, fallen 
had obliterated almost the very traces of the 











even the foundations had disappeared, and the sites of many of 
the buildings had been shattered and 








Horm. ne Gano (1914) 





question as to whether all the buildings of note should 
be reconstructed gave rise at the first to much controversy, for 
it was thought by many that the principal ruins should be 
preserved as a witness to the horrors of the Great War. Ay 
regards the Cloth Hall, work has been confined to consolidating 
the ruins, and the question as to whether the building shall 
he restored has not yet been definitely settled, ‘The authorities 
have, as a rule, been compelled of necessity to devote the funds. 
available to reconstructions of immediate utility, 





















THE REBUILDING OF YPRES. 


Amongst the notable buildings already restored 
are the Chatellenie, the Hétel de Gand and the 
‘Templars’ House.’ In addition, St. Martin’s 
Cathedral, St. Peter's Church, St. James's Church 
and the Hospice Belle are being restored, ‘The 
Boucherie will be commenced next year. ‘The 
Hospital, which stood at the east end of the Grand 
Place, is not to be rebuilt, but a new hospital has 
been erected outside the town, 




















being that of rebuilding the town exactly as it had 
been handed down to them from long past genei 
tions, the devoted zeal of all authorities and services 
Was first of all bent on the patient and methodical 
clearing of the ruins; on the herculean tusk of 
recovery and classification, stone by stone and 
brick by brick ; on the slow and laborious search 
for traces of the town’s communications, and on 
the patient uncovering of the water services and 
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Those responsible for restoring the town have 
given special attention to the reconstruction of 
schools, hospitals and private buildings, Ypres 
had schools of various grades, several elementary, 
a few secondary, and an industrial and fine arts 
school, and all of them vanished in the great 
disaster. Most of them, however, are either 
actually completed or in course of reconstruction. 

‘The task which the people of Belgium set them- 
selves in the presence of the ruined city of Ypres 














sewers, both of which had been destroyed and 
dispersed underground, 

At the beginning, and in great measure since, 
the greater part of all the reconstruction work has 
been carried out with the id and under 
the control of the Government. But private 
enterprise has not been lacking, and is, in fact, 
taking a constantly increasing share in the work of 
restoration, 

It is exceedingly difficult to discover the names 
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of those responsible for ‘the carrying out of the 
work. { should, however, like to mention the 
name of State Minister Renkin, to whose energy 
and enthusiasm the decision to restore the town 
Was in no small measure due, Also the name of 
Mr. R. Verwilghen, latterly the Minister for the 
Devastated Regions, and Mr, Carl Verwilghen, his 
brother, ‘Their courtesy and helpfulness have 
heen unbounded in the matter of supplying off 




















sand people in Ypres. At the end of 1918 not a 
gle civilian was in the place, but at the end of 
1919 there were more than two thousand ; at the 
end of 1921 nearly ten thousand; and. at the 
present time there are over thirteen thousand. 

One feels certain that before long the town will 
be completely rebuilt, and that in ten 
there will be very little evidence of the war, apart 

and the memorial to the 
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figures, photograplis and par 
restoration 

The eighty slides illustrating the -lecture and 
showing Ypres as it was before, during and after 
the war, and as it is at the present time, indicate 
something of the magnitude of the undertaking, 
and at the present rate of progress Ypres will very 
soon have been completely restored 

‘The speed with which the work is being pressed 
forward may also be gathered from the figures 
relating to the population of the town at various 
dates. Before the war there were eighteen thou- 
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lars regarding the 





missing which is now being erected at the Menin 
Gate. 

It must not, however, be taken for granted that 
all the buildings in Ypres are being restored 
exactly as they were hefore the war. ‘There were 
in Ypres, as in most of the destroyed towns, certain 
working-class districts, containing some hundreds 
of old houses, the reconstruction of which was 
neither possible nor desirable, ‘They had, how- 
ever, to be replaced in order to meet the industrial 
needs of the town. The Government, realising 
this, did not hesitate to grapple with the problem, 
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and in 1919 a most interesting scheme was devised 
embodying the construction of about two hundred 
and forty working-class dwellings. 

The houses are on two estates, The first con- 
sists of about one hundred and forty dwellings of 
a semi-permanent type. They are carried out 
partly in wood and partly in brick, and were erected 
in the year 1921 in the short space of three months, 

‘The other estate is described as a Garden City, 
and well deserves the name, About one hundred 
buildings in all have becn erected, 

We in England who did not suffer in the same 
way as the people of Ypres, but who, like them, 


remarkable, ‘The evident anxiety of all classes of 
workers to hasten forward the rebuilding is 
expressed in a most unmistakable way. ‘Thei 
ardent love of home ; their great love of country 
their affectionate regard for their Soverei 
devoted attachment to their national instit 
these things constitute the impelling fore 
that they attempt and do. 

At the end of 1918 it looked as if Ypres would 
be for ever a great silent mound, a pathetic token 
of the struggles of the British Army on Belgian 
soil. Fortunately neither the Belgian people nor 
their rulers shared that view, The work which 
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lived by faith during the years of agony, were, by 
the example of their sufferings, made strong to 
endure. Many of them lost their lives during the 
earlier bombardments of the town, and in the end 
those who were left were driven’ far away from 
their beloved city, the home of their childhood 
with all its sacred memories and associations. In 
their exile they never lost faith, but standing be- 
tween the old world so dear to them and the new 
World as yet unborn, they waited in the darkness 
with their eyes towards the morning, which they 
knew was bound to break. For them the morning 
has come, and with it a great confidence and a 
great resolve to restore their city to something of 
its ancient glory. ‘The feverish activity with which 
they commenced and have continued the work is 
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they have already accomplished shows that the 
spirit which constrained them to raise the standard 
against the forces of Germany in August 1914 
still prevailed when the time came for decid= 
ing whether or not the fallen places should be 
restored. 

It would haye been comparatively an easy task 
to have made a clean sweep of the ruins and to 
have built in their stead a new city on modern lines, 
but those who understand the Belgian people, and 
can gauge all that so fondly attaches it to the past, 
will realise that such a proceeding would have 
but a mutilation, destined grievously to. wound 
again a people who had already suffered too much, 
No, the people of Belgium decided to attempt 
what was thought by many to be the impossible, 
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just as they decided to attempt the impossible in 
1914, and they resolved to restore the ancient city. 
In the result they have compelled the admiration 
of the world—and that not only because of what 
they haye achieved at Ypres, but throughout all the 
ruined territory in the way of restoring farms, 
villages, towns, roads, railways, and all that makes 
for the re-establishment of their country. 

Surely they have been well advised to restore the 
ancient buildings. We all know something of the 
moral effect of splendid architecture on the life of 
4 people, Who can gauge all that Westminster 
Abbey and all that Wren’s Work mean in the life 
of this country? Who can measure the moral 
influence of the great buildings of a great past in 
the life of Italy ? 

Great buildings are the expression of the great- 
ness of the soul of a people, and their influence 
cannot be confined to the nation which produces 
them, It is an influence which passes out to all 
peoples, and, therefore, the loss of such buildings 
makes the world the poorer. ‘The world is cer- 
tainly the poorer for the loss of the Cloth Hall, and 


one of the consoling lessons of the war is to be 
drawn from the fact that the peoples of civilisation 
rose up in anger at the presence of the force which 
wantonly destroyed it. The civilised world was 
filled with horror at the destruction of Ypres, and 
that horror was expressed by men who were 
neither archseologists nor architects: in some 
strange way they realised that a great wrong had 

done, not merely to the people of Ypres, but 
to the whole of mankind, including the generations 
not yet born, ‘This, too, explains why so many of 
usare not at all attracted by the prospect of leaving 
Ypres in ruins. We wish to sce her restored, and, if 
we at all understand the Belgian people, we are 
certain that the work shall yet be completed. It is 
impossible to believe otherwise, and when the Cloth 
Hall has been rebuilt I sincerely hope that 4 tablet 
will be erected on its walls telling in simple words . 
the story of the restoration of the town, and record- 
ing in letters cut deep and that cannot fade a word 
written long ago concerning the rebuilding of 
another city :— 

“ The people hada mind to work.”* 





Vote of Thanks 
‘THE PRESIDENT (MR. J. ALFRED GOTCH, F.S.A.) IN THE CHAIR 


‘The PRESIDENT : I will now ask the Right Hon, 
the Earl of Cavan, Chief of the Imperial General Staff, 
who has himself had experience at Ypres, to be so 
kind as to move a vote of thanks to Mr. ‘Topham 
Forrest for his most interesting Paper. 

‘The Right Hon, THE EARL OF CAVAN, K.P. 
(Chief of the Imperial General Staff) : Mr. Chairman, 
your Excellencies, my lords, ladies and gentlemen, 1 

jive rarely had a more congenial task, We have 
listened with intense interest, but something much 
more than that. I do not know which emotion has 
‘moved me most during this hour, that of sorrow and 
anger mixed, or of the extraordinary strengthening of 
faith by the recovery of this town, It is perfectly 
extruordinary, to my mind, absolutely incomprehen- 
sible, that the work which Mr. Forrest has described to 
you has been done, It is indeed a lesson that the will 
fo work is all-important. May I mention just two 
little notes of personal experience ? I regeet, rather 
sorrowfully, that no mention was made throughout the 
Jecture, or at least that I heard, of the ramparts, 
because the ramparts of Ypres, built many hundreds 
of years ago, proved absolutely’ safe against shell-fire, 
and were the headquarters of very many Brigades and 
Divisions right through the whole four years. I lived 
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there at certain periods myself, and I never remember 
one single casualty happening to anybody when 
actually inside the cover of the ramparts, either by 
shell or by gas. I may be wrong; 1 was not there 
except for occasional periods, altogether a yeur or more. 
But T never heard of a gas casualty, even after gas 
became one of the regular methods of warfare. T have 
also a great affection for the hospital, because, as you 
saw in the photograph, it stood for so long, and 
sheltered, invariably, my car whenever I had to'drive 
up to Ypres; and, I believe, it continued to shelter the 
ears of many other general officers whose duties took 
them up there. 

Lastly, may 1 with all respect most heartily con~ 
gratulate Belgium on the work she has done and has 
decided to do? I understand I am to be followed by 
the Belgian Ambassador, and perhaps it would not be 
appropriate for him to take credit for what his country. 
hhas done, but I do ask you all, ladies and gentlemen, 
to realise that there are not many countries in the 
world who would have undertaken this colossal task 
and brought it to the marvellous fruition which you 
have had indicated in the lecture. 

1 beg most heartily to move a most sincere and 
grateful vote of thanks to Mr. Topham Forrest, 
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‘The PRESIDENT = I will ask his Excellency the 
Belgian Ambassador to be good enough to second the 
vote of thanks. 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE BELGIAN AMBAS- 
SADOR (Baron Moncheur) = I am very happy indeed 
to second the vote of thanks to Mr. Forrest. With 
more interest than I can really say, I have followed 
this very moving account of the destruction of Ypres 
and the other towns that were in its vicinity. Ypres, 
as you all know so well, was one of the queens of the 
western world, Since those times, as economic cir- 
cumstances changed through the centuries, she had 
lost much of her activity ; but, as Mr. Forrest has $0 
swell shown us on the screen, the superb monuments 
which in 1914 still dominated that lovely city, in their 
quiet repose, were there as eloquent and imposing 
testimonies of the splendid populace of bygone times. 
Ypres, itis true, is really a symbol of German methods. 
‘The enemy, exasperated to find himself held for four 
years before Ypres, vented all his rage on that unfor- 
tunate town until he had reduced it to'dust. Ypres 
‘was destroyed by Germany because at her threshold 
British heroism and courage stemmed the onrush of 
the Germans in their march towards the west. ‘Their 
very ruins, therefore, proclaim the valour of Great 
Britain, and her name itself enhanced the glory of the 
illustrious British General who defended her walls. 
Ypres és the kindling of her country's ashes ; she will 
be once again a smiling town in the peaceful country- 
side of Flanders, but for ever she will remain a holy 
place, a sanctuary where dwells the memory of the 
countless heroes who fell on her soil ; a sanctuary also 
of the friendship which will always unite Great Britain 
toa grateful Belgium 

‘The PRESIDENT : We are honoured to-night by 
the presence of the French Ambassador, and as these 
pictures must have brought back to our minds the 
‘manner in which our own soldiers fought side by 
side with the soldiers of France, it will give us 
great pleasure if he will be good enough to say a few 
words. 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE FRENCH AMBAS- 
SADOR (Count de Saint-Aulaire): Je m’unis bien 
volontiers i M. le Président de votre Société et mon 
collégue de Belgique pour remercier et féliciter M.G. 
Forrest de son intéressante conférence, si instructive, 
dans son élégante précision, si émouvante par les 
souvenirs et les espérances qu'elle évoque. 

Nul sujet ne pouvait étre mieux choisi pour nous 
inspirer amour de la paix, en nous rappelant les 
horreurs de la guerre et pour nous montrer en action 
les vertus qui les réparent, 

a Ville d’Ypres est prédestinée a étre, dans toutes 
tes phases de son histoire une ville symbolique et a 
donner au monde de grandes leyons. Vous saver 
qu’ayant, au cours des siécles, changé plusieurs fois de 
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souveraineté et attiré I'élite des pays voisins, elle avait 
été fagonnée par l'amour et par le génie de toute la 
chrétienté, Ses _merveilleux  édifices apparaissaient 
comme d’éblouissantes broderies qui fleurissaient la 
trame de notre histoire commune et constituaient, 
entre les mains pieuses de la Belgique, un des trésors 
de notre patrimaine commun, 

La destruction monstrueuse de tant de monuments 
devenus une partie de l’ame de Ihumanité, est une 
éclatante illustration des méthodes de guerre de 
VAI magne. Permettez-moi de tappeler que la Révo- 
lution Frangaise qui ne péchait pas par un excts de 

isme religieux, a respecté les monuments sacrés 











Ypres. Us ont été sauvagement anéantis par les 
hordes de l'Empereur Guillaume qui, dans sa frénésie 
dimpérialisme, avait cependant annexé Diew lui- 





méme, qui répétait sans cesse : “* Dieu est avec nous 
et qui, au nom du Seigneur faisait ussassiner ses 
prétres et incendier ses temples. 

‘Mais le conférencier que nous venons d'entendre a 

avec raison, nos regards vers le présent et vers 
Vayenir, autant que vers le passé. Il nous a montré, 
apris les dévastations sacriléges accomplies par Ten= 
emi, la reconstruction de la ville. par unt miracle 
énergie. _Ainsi la noble Belgique se montre héroique 
dans la paix, comme dans la guerre, et donne de 
nouveau un grand exemple. Ypres était, dans le passé, 
une épopée de pierre oit chantaient les réves et la fol 
de nos péres, Par sa résurrection, elle devient une 
popée nouvelle, écrite par le travail et la ténacité du 
peuple belge, et qui proclame sa foi en Iui-méme et 
dans l'avenir. En cela, Ypres reste fidéle & son role 
de ville symbolique et ce role prend toute sa yaleur au 
moment ol: on parle tant de la reconstruction du 
monde, Ypres qui a été sauvé par I'union de tous 
les alliés; a été reconstruite sans doute parce que fa 
Belgique  confiance que cette union se maintiendra et 
assurera son avenir, Nous devons suivre son exemple 
et travailler sur la méme base A relever d'autres ruines 
et a organiser une paix digne de nos communs 
sacrifices. 

‘The PRESIDENT then put the vote of d 
which was carried by acclamation, — 
Mr. G. TOPHAM FORREST [F)] (in reply): Mr, 
President, your Excellencies, at ee ie and 
gentlemen, I am grateful for the reception which you 
have accorded to my lecture, Ypres was constantly in 
our minds during the years of suffering, and when it 
fell to my lot, as it did on several ‘occasions, after the 
war had come to an end, to visit Belgium in'regard to 
work in connection with the London County Council 
with regard to housing, it occurred to me that the 
People at home would be interested in the changes 
which were taking place, and I therefore had the 
pleasure of preparing the lecture which I have had the 

}onour of giving you here to-night. 
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‘Tue Carmeprat Cnurcu oF Sta. Soria ar Axpravina in Ets, 


T the time of the Conquest Andravida was an 

‘open town, the largest and most prosperous inl 

the Mores. Tt was selected by Chatapitc sa 
the seat of iment, and became the capital of 
the Principality of Achaia. 

Here Geoffrey 1 de Villehardouin founded the 
ehureh of St. James as a burial place for his family, 
and perhaps a little later Sta. Sophia was built as the 
Cathedral Church of the Bishop of Olena. 

St. James has now entirely disappeared, though de 
Pougueville saw it in 1805.“ A peu de distance de 
Sainte Sophie je vis une autre église de constraction 
gothique bati par les frangais, qui fit jusqu’au quin- 
aiéme siécle la métropole des évéques latins institués 

de temps aprés Ia conquéte totale de Elide par 
Feue de Montleret"¢ 

Pouqueville gives as the bishops of Andravida 

(Andraviza on Andravilla) -— 

‘Thomas Rendu de Trepano, 1291. 
Jean Tolar, catalan de ordre des fréres mincurs, 
1343, 


1366." 

‘The ruins of Sta. Sophia still stand beside the rail- 
Way station of the little village of Andravida, their 
pointed arches and ribbed vaults forming a strange 
contrast to the domes of the usual Byzantine churches. 

‘The church is an oblong building 177 feet long by 
6x feet broad, with nave and aisles, terminating to the 
‘east in a square sanctuary of two bays flanked by 
square side chapels. ‘The foundations of the nave can 
still be traced, and a couple of column bases show the 
lines of the internal arcade. (Fig. 23.) Sir Rennell 
Rodd writes : “ Six of the grey granite columns which 
supported the arches of the nave were until recently 
lying on the site, but four of them have now been 
Utilised to form the portico of a church in the neigh 
bouring village of Lekhaina."= 

All the columns have now vanished. ‘The remains 
are sufficient to show that the church was aisled and 
was roofed in wood, The extra thickness of the 
Western wall suggests that some extra importance was 
given to the west front. 

The eastern termination alone still stands. It con- 
sists, as has been said, in 2 square-ended chancel of 
two bays, flanked by side chapels of a single bay 
terminating the aisles, ‘The northern chapel is at 
Present connected to the chancel by a low arched door, 














igustin de Piombino de I’ordre de S. Augustin, 








but this has been cut through at a later time, and 
originally there was no such communication. "Both 
chapels and chancel are covered by quadripartite rib 
vaults. (Fig. 23.) 

‘The masonry is for the most part of cut ashlar stone, 
In part of the chance! south wall tiles have been used 
in the joints in Byzantine manner. On the exterior the 
walls have a small splayed plinth, and on the angles are 
diagonal buttresses with simple’ sloped offsets. ‘The 
Present roofs are modern. At the north-west angle 
of the ruins the traces of a minaret, and under the east 
window those of a mihrab, show that this part of the 
building was used as a mosque daring the Turkish 
‘occupation. 

Inside the church the ground level has certainly 
risen. It is at present approximately level at a height 
of about 3 feet above the outside. The capitals of the 
side chapels are on the north side about 6 feet, and on 
the south side about 4 feet below those of the chancel : 
they are very near the ground, and there are no signs 
of bases. This suggests that originally the side chapels 
were level with the aisles, but that the chancel was at 
a higher level and approached by steps. 

‘The arch between the north chapel and the aisle is 
higher than that corresponding in the south chapel. 
‘The springing of the vault is, however, brought even 
ower, to about 3 feet from the ground, ‘The windows 
in this chapel show very clearly the holes in the jambs 
and sills for metal grilles, Like those at Isova they 
‘were apparently unglazed. 

‘The vault ribs, of the usual heavy torus section, 
descend on to carved capitals with square abaci of 
distinctly ealy section. “Phe capitals ae carved with 
leaves of slightly naturalistic character, and the shafts 
are 7 inches diameter. (Fig. 24.) 
athe zou chapel is similar fo the north. ‘The win- 

lows are set higher up, and inging level is about 
18 inches tiger ‘On the south wall, beneath, the 
window, is a trefoil-headed niche with a’ heavy filleted 
roll moulding. The jambs are broken away, and 
the present sill seems to have been inserted. 

‘The chancel is in two bays covered with quadri- 
partite vaults without wall or transverse arches. ‘The 
tis are of the same heavy section with plain bosses at 
the crossings. At aging they come down to an 
octagonal "tas de charge " of peculiar form, most eaaly 
explained by a reference to the sketches. A somewhat 
similar form has been described in the south chapel 








‘The frst part of this article appeared in the JOURNAL of 
24 November. 


+ Pouqueville, Voyage de fa Gréce, 
1 Rennell Rodd, 
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at S. Paraskevé, Chalkis; and Enlart illustrates forms 
slightly resembling it from Lapais and from the west 
porch of Karmi, in Cyprus.* 

The details of the cloister at Lapais, dated 1324-39, 
also show some resemblance to those of Andravida, 
‘The church at Karmi is assigned by Enlart to 1358-69. 

In the centre the ribs are carried on oblong brackets, 
of which that on the south side shows a defaced head. 
At the angles they are supported on shafts. The 
capitals of these shafts have a simple square and cavetto 
abacus and are carved with foliage of small pointed 
oval leaves set on long upspringing stems. ‘The carving 
is executed with some feeling, and the quality is that 
of the French thirteenth-century erocketed capital. 

‘The cast window is of considerable size with a 
pointed arch in two moulded orders and an external 
drip mould. ‘The mouldings are all plain rolls, and the 
inner order shows a deep reveal to hold the stones of 
the tracery. This has, of course, long ago disappeared. 

About 4 feet 6 inches below the vault springing 
scroll moulded stringcourse is carried round, rising in 
a flat pointed arch over a low niche in the south wall. 
The niche is 5 feet wide, hardly sufficient for a tomb 
monument, and was probably an aumbry. 

Built into the western wall, and apparently serving 
as imposts to the original stone arcade of the nave, are 
two strips of Byzantine carving. A similar fragment is 

"C. Bnlart, L°Art Gothique en Cho 
Fic, 23.—Awnaving, Eis, VAULT P. 207, Lapais. P.456, Karm. 
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lying on the ground, and all three seem to be fragments 
of a marble eikonostasis. "They were probably re-used 
when the church was built, 'The one remaining base in 
the nave has a simple rounded basemould on a plinth 
14 inches square. It supported a shaft 19 inches in 
diameter. 

‘The plan resembles that of S. Paraskevé at Chalkis, 
and can be paralleled in many French and Italian 
churches of the late thirteenth and fourteenth cen- 
turies, ‘The details are distinctly later in character than 
those of Isova. Particularly the use of the scroll mould- 
ing, the diagonal buttresses, the large east window, 
which probably had several lights and a full tracery 
head, and the character of the carved foliage, all sug- 
gest a date rather in the beginning of the fourteenth 
than in the thirteenth century. ‘The traces of Byzantine 
influence are slight, and-are, indeed, confined to the use 
of brick in the masonry of the chancel wall. Here it 
may be due to later repairs. 

Although Geoffrey I de Villehardouin founded the 
church, the part now standing cannot be his work. 
William de Villehardouin died in 1278, and the Princi- 
pality was under Angevin rule until 1376. To judge 
from its architectural characteristics the present build- 
ing was built either by William or in the early years of 
the Angevin rule, 
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‘Tue Monastery Cxuxcn oF Biacuennat 1y Ets. 


‘The monastery of Blachernai stands in a remote 
corner of north-western Elis, in the midst of fertile 
lands not far from the castle of Chlemoutzi. It has no 
history. Though the name recalls the imperial palace 
of Constantinople, yet there is no historical record to 
complete the connection. ‘The church is one of the 
most interesting examples in Greece of the mixed 
Byzantine-Gothic style, and, as it is still fortunately 
in use, has preserved most of its architecture un- 
damaged, 

‘The church is easily seen to belong to three definite 
building periods. Firstly the main church, its architec 
ture Byzantine, influenced by Gothic; secondly the 
gallery above the narthex, a rich fragment of Angevin 
Ttalian Gothic ; and thirdly the porelt with the room 
above it, of the seventeenth or eighteenth century. 
(Fig. 25.) 

‘The church has nave and aisles of three bays ter- 
minating to the east in the usual three apsed chambers 
of a Byzantine church. It is entered through a narthex 
of three bays. : 

‘The eastern apses are of the usual Byzantine type, 
semiciveular inside and of three sides outside, Each i 
pierced by a single round arched window with stone 
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dressings. These rest upon a stone splayed sill course 
made up of older fragments which include a well cut 
Classic leaf and tongue. Above this sill course is a brick 
dentil, which is carried round the window of the 
central apse. 

‘The masonry is of large square stones with bricks i 
both yertical and horizontal courses. Above the central 
window and carried across one course below the cornice 
of the side apses is a stringcourse of three bricks, the 
centre course cut to a dentil. Pattern cut bricks are 
used irregularly in the upper part of the masonry. 








above the central roof of the sanctuary, so that a little 
window can be pierced through the eastern gable. The 
ceiling is flat and of wood. 

‘The aisles are divided by very irregular rising cross 
arches, and covered by an equally irregular flat barrel 
vault, At each side of the eikonostasis are nict vith 
shafts, tiny floriated capitals, and moulded semicircular 
arches. These are for cikons, and niches are found in 
a similar position in the Diaconissa and in the Church 
of the Chora at Constantinople. 

Similar niches are placed on the ends of the respond’ 
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‘The side apses have moulded stone cornices, with a 
brick dentil below. The central apse is further enriched 
in the cornice by a deep course of cut bricks laid 
diagonally, The gables to the aisles have plain splayed 
stone cornices resting on a band of cut brick of fret 
form. ‘The angles of the central gable, where they rise 
above the half gables of the aisles, are finished with 
circular shafts, terminating in slender Aoriated capitals 
and supporting water spouts. In the interior the nave 
is in three bays with round arches supported by 
Circular columns, ‘The capitals are cubical and are 
carved on each face with a conventionalised gate or 
doorway enclosing a rosette. ‘The clearstorey above is 
pierced by two windows, placed irregularly, and rises 


walls at the west end of the nave, under the nave 
arches. 

‘The lower step of the eikonostasis is carried round 
the aisles to form a low platform. On the western side, 
beside the niche at the east end, the step is brought 
forward to form a platform for the abbot’s seat. 

‘The nave has two doors, to north and south, in the 
‘central bay. Judging from the masonry these have been 
inserted in the seventeenth or eighteenth century, for 
they have flat pilasters with capitals of a Doric air, and 
fluted keyblocks. They have on eich side blocks of 
white marble carved with an interlaced pattern which 
look as though they had originally formed part of an 
internal parapet or breastwork. 
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‘The masonry of the nave is similar to that of the 
east end, The stone comice of the clearstorey projects 
boldly on carved corbels and is moulded with a splay 
and a spot ornament. Atthe east angle itis finished with 
the usual shaft, supporting a long stone with an inter- 
laced ornament. ‘The entire character of this ornament 
corresponds closely with that of the Cypriote churches 
illustrated by M. Enlart, and assigned by him to the end 
of the fourteenth and the fifteenth centuries. (Fig. 26.) 

‘The narthex communicates with the church by three 
doors, one in each bay. ‘The centre door has a round 
arch, those to the sides fat moulded lintels carved with 
a Byzantine leaf scroll. ‘The centre hay is covered by 
a dome vault, the side bays have rib vaults with ribs 
of very heavy torus section resting on rudely carved 
foliage capitals and grey marble shafts, 81 inches in 
diameter. 

‘At the south end is a bench-like projection which 
the monks point out as an Imperial tomb. There seems 
to be no record of any such burial—nor does the 
“bench ” seem to be a tomb. 

"The floor of the church preserves.a fragment of its 
marble paving, but in very bad repair. It has a central 

le of white with an inlaid border of green, and a 
pattern inlay in the spandrils, ‘The colours are quitg 
mixed, and the fragment looks as though it had been 
damaged and repaired more than once. 

In contrast to that of the church, the masonry of 
the porch and of the chamber above’ the narthex is of 
cut ashlar without brick, By its masonry the narthex is 
seen to belong to the church ; the chamber above the 
narthex and the porch have been added, including the 
entire side walls, and possibly the side arches of the 

eh. ‘There is, indeed, a difference in character 
Between the large, double-light window on the south 
side and the small round-arched window beside it, but 
the dentil mould is carried round both, and there is 
no break in the masonry. ‘The little window is, in fact, 
the natural expression of the builder, the large window 
a special feature introduced to give a Western effect. 
Both were apparently built at the same time. 

The chamber over the narthex is entered from a 
narrow stone stair on the north side by a small door 
with shafted jambs, carved capitals and pointed and 
moulded arch. Outside the moulding is a brick dentil, 
and over this a projecting hood carved with a large, 
well-cut dogtooth, ‘This is interrupted on each side 
of the apex by a single boss ornament. At the sides 
the dogtooth continues for three “ teeth ” on each side, 
then stops abruptly. A Gothic designer would have 
used a boss, but this is quite the way in which the 
Byzantine artist stops his dentil mould, (Fig. 37.) 

‘To one aide of the door, over the porch, is a single- 
light window. It is completely covered by a wooden 
window frame, but appears to have 2 pointed arch with 
a brick dentil mould. 
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‘The upper room is divided into five small compart- 
ments by heavy stone walls apparently of the same 
date as the front, It looks into the nave of the church 
bya little two-light window, and is lighted on thesouth 
side by a fine two-light window with an arch-mould 
similar to that of the door, (Fig.28.) The capitals of the 
jamb and of the octagonal centre shaft are carved with 
‘Byzantine leaf arabesques with interlacing bosses on 
the faces, ‘The two inner arches are completely plas- 
tered. It is worth noting that the side capitals are 
carved on the arch-mould, so that the small arches 

pring from a capital in the centre, but not on the 
sides. The arrangement is illogical, and again betrays 
ier working in a style with which he is not 








‘The window rests upon a cayetto-moulded stone 
sill below which is a large slab of white marble carved 
in low relief with a triple arcade enclosing three 
Maltese crosses. Below this is a stringcourse of cayetto 
and dentil which continues the cornice line of the 
aisle wall. 

‘The brick dentil of the window arch continues as a 
stringcourse and forms the arch-mould of a small 
round-arched window above the porch. Below this, 
and above the side arch of the porch, is a little carved 








1¢ apex of the gable is set a white marble slab 
with a cross in low relief, and above it a fragment of 
carving showing a pot with stems and leaves growing 
from it. ‘The piece is imperfect, and both slabs are 
evidently re-used from some Byzantine building, as is 
the similar marble cross on the south gable, 

‘The angles have the usual shaft and capital sup- 
porting, on the east side of both north and south gables, 
2 diagonal corbe, rudely carved with a face, and 
phn stone waterspout. ‘The coping of the gable is of 
stone, with a Gothic moulding returned round the 
‘square putt-stones at each angle. ‘The roof has evidently 
been renewed, and no longer follows the original line. 

‘The peculiar architectural features of this part are 
evidently drawn from the Norman Gothic of Southern 
Italy. Equally evidently the work has been carried out 
by Byzantine workmen who have used their own brick 
dentils and round arches as a matter of course whilst 
introducing the peculiar Western forms. in those 
Pincipal features where they were desired by thee 

talian employers, Such seems to be the reading of 
the stones. 

A crack has appeared on the south wall, caused 
evidently by some failure in the foundation of the 
west arcade, but the 
north and south sides is continuous to and beyond the 
angles, Then comes an evident break, showing that at 
some later time the entire western wall has been cut 
out and rebuilt. ‘The masonry is coarser, not so finely 
set, and is interspersed with brick in places. 
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‘The lower part has a central arcade of three arches, 
ported by two marble columns, one of which has 
a plain, flat cubical capits it 
Attic base reversed. 
This central arcade is flanked by two, additional 
ches on square piers, making an arcade of five arches 
in all. ‘The lower part of all the openings, including 
those at the ends, is filled with a breastwork, except 
ing in the centre, where the porch is entered’ by. two 
moulded stone steps. ‘The arches are in two faces and 
plastered. 

Above the arcade are a stringcourse of two brick 
courses, a stone course and a single brick course ; above 
this three windows, the centre circular, the side 
square, light the upper rooms. ‘There is no cornice 
tave the exvea of the tiles, A few carved fragments, 
including two rudely carved heads, are built into the 
top of the wall. 

‘On the south angle, in the spandril of the end arch, 
is a carved tablet surmounted by a cross, and bearing 
the date 1791. It appears to be the tomb inscription 





















given by Buchon (p. 513) to" Senili di 
Tile de Lucinia gut insbita in Venoe 
In the spandril between the first and second arches 





isa ir stone carved with a rude lion oF bear 
rampant. On the breast are the figures 175, appa- 
rently part of a date. ‘The carvings are worn and 
difficult to decipher with accuracy. 

‘The church shows most of the characteristics of M. 
Enlart’s fourth period. The basilican character of the 
nave is Western, but the ritual arrangements are purely 
Byzantine. The treatment of the angles, with their 
shafts and waterspouts, the mouldings of the stone 
cornices, the rib vaults and crude capitals, all resemble 
those of the later Cypriote churches. ‘The addition 
above the narthex is evidently an effort to reproduce 
some of the character of the thirteenth century Gothic 
of Southern Italy. ‘This has been done by adopting 
pointed arches, introducing a dogtooth enrichment, 
and using ashlar masonry. These three peculiarities 

ive that Gothie air to a building which is otherwise 

The dogtooth ornament is probably an 
‘hacological effort, it does not indicate that the build- 
ing belongs to the thirteenth century, but rather that 
the builders of the addition were Italians of the south 
and desired to copy the Angevin Gothic of their native 
land. ‘The district was under Angevin rule from 1278 
to 1375, and remained in Italian hands until the death 
‘of Ceniturione Zaccaria in 1432. The date of 1791 on 
the tablet shows that Italian influence did not cease 
with the Turkish Conquest, 

‘The west wall is later than the rest, It is largely 
built of older fragments, and is of that quite indefinite 
architectural character which defies chronology. The 
xeneral air is Stalian, but the composition is very like 
that of the west front of S, Theodore at Constanti- 
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nople. ‘The crudely carved heads are of a type found 

in buildings in Maina of the nineteenth century. ‘The 

whole probably belongs to the seventeenth or eigh- 

teenth century. 

ut 1 the church, we have no evidence of its 
ate. 

‘The addition shows Angevin influence, and we 
should therefore expect it to have been built before 
1376. In that ente the church itself probably belon 
10 the middle of the fourteenth century, It can hardly 
be earlier, Artistically the building is one of the 
oat intereating in the Morea, and well repays the 
trouble of turning aside into the comer where i ix 

iden, 


St. Many Karnoumxos, at Gastoust, 1N Ets, 


Many villages still preserve in their names the 
‘memory of their one-time Frankish lords, yet few can 
show any more substantial evidences of the Frankish 
domination, At Santameri are no traces of the great 
castle of St. Omer. ‘The church at Francavilla shows 
no signs of Frankish architecture, At Gastouni 
and at Chalandriza are, however, tices of Frankish 
work, 

‘The church of S. Mary Katholikos, at Gastouni, is 
a typical small Byzantine church of the eleventh 
century. (Fig. 29) 

‘The central dome is supported on the piers of the 
‘sanctuary and on two columns, a modification of the 
four-column type not uncommon in Greece. 

‘The church is preceded by a narthex of three bays 
‘opening into the angle compartments by plain round 
arches, and into the nave by a double arcade with 
plain central column. In the spandril above this 
tolumn is an inscription which Mr. Oeconomos, of 
King’s College, has been kind enouigh to read and 
translate (Fig. 30) :— 





audedouivos idwv 
riduiyney Syotrin ated) dela) 
é ous, Yoxe} wow, drayoulavy) 
cu Binriv, dvverroga’ & Ouion obton x(a) rdvirilvos) 
tabs vis teepaying Heord) now x(ui) suvrarllleliryy wad ee 
iis 8 sibow wodod ron BeogiAurrdrow 

drurmimow Ddkvns «hpi 

1 7b eelnAne & Mu 

"Geovrod [ap] xeoarat 


t 





























Tis éeuraomiis radrns lai) wu 
‘Splus) dx ‘Arb Xu 
wee 








Tranilation—When the Lordis seated and the Angele 
stand around, when the trumpet sounds and the fire 
burns, what prayer wilt thou make, my soul, being led to 
judgment ? ‘So says this divine and all-holy church of 











SMARY KATHOLIKOS GASTOUNI 
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FRANKISH ARCHITECTURE IN GREECE 


the most sacred Mother of God and catholic Queen 
of All, through the great expenditure of the most God- 
beloved bishop of Olena, Mr. Joannico surnamed the 
Black, from the village of . . . the same being arch- 
Brie of this diocese and archpriestly seat, 0.1703, 
ay. 

# The date evidently refers to a redecoration, ‘The 
side doors were possibly pierced at the same time, 

‘The exterior is in brick and. stone, with some at- 
temptsat patterning. (Fig.31.) The window in the south 
‘cross arm has elaborate arch moulds with four ranges 
of brick dentils. In the side semi-arches and over the 
central arch of the three-light window are coloured 
xlazed bowls, and the spandrils, both of the outer and 
of the small inner arches, are set with vertical bricks. 
‘The type of ornament is that of the later Greek Byzan- 
tine, and the south gable particularly is one of the 
tichest pieces of brickwork in the district of Elis, 

‘The east end shows only a single apse to the outside, 
for the side apses are shallow and contained in the 
thickness of the wall. ‘The east window is in three 
* ls is of the usual splayed form, 
the other is a good classic Attic base reversed. ‘The 
arches are roughly plastered, and the large spandeil is 
filled with a circular brick pattern with a eross in the 
centre and a glazed bow! at the top, On the diagonal 
sides of the apse are two large wheels in. brick, with 
radiating spokes, an unusual and interesting form. 

‘The north side is less elaborate than the south, but 
of the same character. ‘The gable window has onl 
two lights and a single dentil arch mould, ‘The wor 

ally is well executed, but not of the highest 
class ;_ it belongs rather to the decadence of Byzantine 
art, 

Ac each side, below the north and south gables, are 
built-up doorways, ‘The upper part of that on the 
outh side is now filled in. with rough brick and one 

¢ stone, and the old arch has been removed. Above 
is a band of fret brickwork indicating that the door 
‘was originally of chitectural importance, ‘The 
door on the north side has ee Jambe with earved 
capitals, supporting a cusped. pointed arch with a 
chamfer moulding, “There are five cusps on each side, 
and the apex is finished with a squa 31.) 
arch is in two stones on each side with an apex joint, 
‘the carving of the capitals is much worn, but seems 
Gothic in character, Above the arch is a large stone 
slab, with a brick zigeag on each side, 

‘The door is evidently of much later date than the 
church. ‘The columns and cusped arch ean hardly be 
earlier than late thirteenth century. Itmay be a frag- 
‘ment from some Frankish church now destroyed which 
thas been built into the existing church, 

Doors in this position are found also at Blachernai, 
where they are still in use, ‘The existing doorways are 
later insertions, possibly put in by Bishop Joannico. 



















































Gastouni was an important Frankish city, and Geoffrey 
de Villehardouin had a palace here, ‘This fragment is 
all that remains to tell of his race. 


CHatanpnrza, 
‘The village of Chalandriza lies some twelve miles to 
the south of Patras, on the right bank of the Peirus 
and on the mountain road from Patras to Elis. It pre~ 
serves the name of the barony confirmed by Champ- 
litte to Audebert de la Tremouille, ‘The barony passed 
by marriage to Giorgio Ghisi towards the end of the 
thirteenth century, and after his death was divided 
between the families of Dalle Carceri and Zaccaria 
Pouqueville writes : * "The modern name of Chalan- 
driza is Tritée, . . . I traversed the plain covered 
with the ruins of houses destroyed in 1770 by the 
Albanians. At this epoch of horrible memory Chalan- 








driza, formerly suffragan bishopric of Patras, id 
60 churches built in the manner of those of the Ionian 
Islands, and 5,000 inhabitants. Now there are seven 





churches and but a single priest.” : 
He gives in a note the names of the Frankish bishops 
of Chalandriza :— 


Guillaume de Pontoise de Vordre de Cluni 124. 








= mort 125: 
Nicholas a a Ge: 
Antonio di Macerata 301 








‘Theodoros Chrysombef 
Raimondo Lizzoli di Milano 


In the existing village are four churches, St. 
Athanasios, the Church of the Koimesis, St, John, and 
St, Theodore (Fig. 34), and the ruins of a square keep, 

"The Koimetis tsa hall church of three bays divided 
by cross arches. (Fig. 34.) ‘The central bay is covered. 
by adome, the end bays by barrel vaults. ‘The internal 
piers are connected by side arches, and to the east the 
church terminates in a square bay covered by a dome 
vault, On the north side of this are two round-arched 
niches, on the south is one, and a doorway, Tn the 
arch, on each side, is a small circular window, 

‘The west door been modernised, above it is a 
small niche with a pointed arch, and on the gable an 
arched belfry. ‘The walls are of rough rubble, and the 
interior has been modernised in a clumsy Renaissance 
manner. 

“The church of S. Athanasios (Fe. 35) is almost ex- 
tly similar to the Koimesis. It is not quite so long, 
surrounded by a Turkish arcade of pointed arches, 
|, a most important point, the square sanctuary is 
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ani 
covered by # rough quadripartite rib vault in place of 
a dome vault as at the Koimesis, 

‘The unusual feature of both churches is the square 
‘eastern termination, Such an east end is unknown to 


* Pouquerille, Voyage de la Gréce, XII, p. 389. 
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Byzantine architecture, and the use of the rib vault in 
8. Athanasios shows that in both churches the form is 
due to Frankish influence. ‘The wall arches of the 
naves and the round windows are also non-Byzantine 
characteristics. 

“The masonry is very poor and the churches evidently 
late. "They must belong to the last period of Frankish 
rule in the fifteenth century, and have been built for 
the Roman rite 

St, John’s is a cell church of four bays divided by 




















toss arches, two of them carried on_ brackets, the 
It terminates in a polygonal 


centre one on pilasters. 


the fifteenth century, and have derived their pointed 
arches from the tradition of Western form. But the 
Turks also used pointed arches, and both of the 
churches may have been built under Turkish influence 
in the eighteenth century. 

‘The castle is a rectangular keep, with thick rubble 
walls, and larger stones at the angles. ‘There are some 
traces of additional buildings. It does not seem impor- 
tant enough to be the castle of so important a barony 
as Chalandriza, and the present remains show no 
feature on which to form an estimate of their age. The 
‘Morea is very full of late Greek and ‘Turkish forts, and 
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apse, and has a single arched belfry to the west end. 
In front are the remains of a narthex, of later date than 
the church. ‘The door has a quarter-round jamb 
moulding and a pointed arch. Above it is a niche with 
4 pointed arch set in a square frame, ‘The masonry is 
of rough rubble. 

St. Theodore’s is even smaller and simpler, a little 
barrel-vaulted church with a semicircular apse. ‘The 
door has a pointed arch, and above it is a rough niche, 
also with a pointed arch. It originally had two side 
doors, now built up. 

It is difficult to give any decided opinion on these 
churches. They certainly do not belong to the earlier 
Latin period—they are not Byzantine. They may have 
been built whilst Chalandriza was in Italian hands in 











(Custanontza. 


St. Ariaxasios 


great caution must be exercised in assigning a medieval 
‘origin to any fortification, even on a medizeval site, 

‘There are probably further remains of Gothic archi- 
tecture in Greece. ‘The district of Achaia, where the 
rankish power was once so great, now only shows a 
few scattered fragments, though it might be expected 
to be the richest in Greece. On the road from Ather 
Marathon is a little church known as“ Amorphé 
slesia.” Tt is a plain little two-columned church 
with a narthex and a side chapel. Two bays of this 
are covered by quadripartite rib vaults with round 
diagonal and flat cross arches. ‘These resemble ve 
closely the rib vaults in the narthex of Blacherns 
‘This is apparently the only Gothic fragment in 
Attica 
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‘he examples given show that the fst conguerors 
introduced a pure Gothic architecture into. Greece, 
Within a very few years, however, a Byzantine influ- 
ence becomes apparent, ‘The conquerors themsel 

must have become " Byzantinised,” and the Gothic 
influence slowly wanes, Yet at intervals some more 
home-loving Frank would turn his thoughts westward 
and, as at Blachernai, import into his building the 
forms of Southern Italy from which he had come, or 





Which his craftsmen knew best, ‘This apparently 
continued all through the Gothic period, so that the 
latest Frankish buildings show details of Renaissance 
character, as in Our Lady of Crete, at Monemvasia. 

No classic sentiment protects the few remaining 
fragments, and in a few years the last remains of the 
Frankish rule may have disappeared, 








*BS.A,, Vol. XII (1905-6), Pl. 
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‘THE TOWN PLANNING EXHIBITION AT OLYMPIA 


The Town Planning Exhibition at Olympia 


BY H, V. LANCHESTER [F,] 





HEN the Commercial Motor and Roads 
W Exhibition was organised at Olympia, it was 

seen that there was a surplus of accommod: 
tion (now that this building has been so greatly en- 
larged) equal to the whole of the gallery of the smaller 
hall, some 300 feet in length by 150 feet wide. It 
seemed appropriate that an exhibition illustrating road 
design El coostiietion aheuia Be placed here, and 
representatives of the National Housing Council, the 
‘Town Planning Institute, and the Garden Cities Asso- 
ciation were co-opted on a joint committee to arrange 
for this section, At the first meeting of this committee 
it was made clear that the available space was much 
more than the subject of roads demanded, and that it 
could be arranged to accommodate an exhibition 
covering the whole field of ‘Town Planning. Major R. 
Hardy-Syms was appointed organising secretary, and 
at once set to work to gather together a representative 
collection of illustrative models and drawings. 

‘To afford increased wall space and to divide the 
various sections, the gallery was divided into a number 
of bays by projecting. sere ‘one or more being 
allotted to exch of the following groups :— 

1. The Civic Survey. 

2. Town Planning 
ning Acts. 

3+ Road Forms, 

4. London. 

$. City Development. 

6. Regional Town Planning. 

7. Garden Cities. 

8, Parks and Playgrounds, 

In addition there was extensive floor space available 
for models. Among the latter the most notable was 
the large plan model executed in situ on the floor 
itself, under the direction of Professor 8. D. Adshead : 
this measured some 220 feet by 20 feet, and showed 
the Great West Road (Brentford by-pass), now ap- 
proaching completion, with the districts through which 
this runs, ‘The model was executed by Professor 
Adshead and hie assistants in five days, a remarkable 
achievement. 

The 

















chemes under the Town Plan- 





model of Gothenburg, Sweden, was also 
{tof exceptional interest, It wok in the whole 
area of the town and environs, and showed both the 
existing conditions and proposed improvements in a 
skilful way, the relief being in accordance with the 
present, and the colouring with the intended future. 
Other noticeable models were the Civic Centre, Oporto, 
by Mr. Barry Parker ; Bournville ; the development 
scheme for Bombay, by Mr. Davidge several ‘Town 
Planning Schemes, and a number of relief maps. 











Turning to the walls, we review the groups in 
aerial rier Uasir ths ending Civic Burvy (3) 
was seen a series of 14 sheets showing a standar 
system of notation by which the various conditions were 
indicated on plans. Birmingham contributed a large 
map showing the user of all land in the more clonely 
built-up centre of the city ; Cardiff, a series of maps 
accompanied by aerial photographs ;, Dusseldorf, dia- 
grams of industrial areas, transport systems, etc, 
Bradford, a contour map with Town Planning schemes ; 
Newbury, an historical series ; Manchester, a building 
user map indicating in distinctive colours its houses, 
public buildings, shops, factories, public parks, rail 
‘ways, canals, cemeteries, and undeveloped land, Other 
exhibits dealt with the distribution of the population 
and the traffic density in the streets of London, Paris, 
New York, Vienna and Berli 

Section 2—Town Planning Schemes under the Act— 
contained a general map showing the location of all 
places where such schemes have been undertaken, 
where they are required to be made, and general 
detail plans from gumerous authorities, includin 
typical ones from Birmingham, Glasgow, Bradford, 
Biymouth, Cardiff and Luton, {t was evidently found 
difficult to draw the line of demarcation between this 
and Section 5, a8 many Town Planning schemes were 
included in the latter which might have been placed 
here. 

Section 3—Road Forms —comprised a number of 
sections and constructional details of moat of the great 
roads recently carried out around our large cities ; it 
also included studies in the subdivision of roads for 
various put nd some good plans for garages and 
parking stations for cars, Liverpool had a comprehen- 
sive plan and numerous, photographs of is Broadly 
conceived road system. ‘Tree planting and tree con- 
servation were dealt with in a couple of illuste 

iagrams. 

Section 4—London—was largely in the hands of the 
London Society, whose exhibit was supplemented by 

iagrams showing positions of street accidents, time 
zones, Town Planning schemes, and other factors. 
Majot, Hardy-Syms provided a map showing. the 
arterial roads around London now under construction 
or authorised. ‘The historical section showing. the 
growth of London, the traffic diagrams, and those 
showing surface utilisation, were all of special interest 
to the Londoner, 

Section apaed Development—formed a striking 
feature in the exhibition, Zurich contributed a series 
of artistically prepared plans showing the growth of the 
city from medieval times’ onward, and followed these 
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up with the regulating plan for the future. ‘The exhibit 
UE!" La Renaissance des Cités " was also a good one, 
it strations from Paris and plans for the recon- 
struction of cities damaged in the war, besides typical 
examples from the U.S.A. and elsewhere, lent’ from 
their collection. In the next bay Dundee had a fine 
‘set of drawings of the new extension along the Tay— 
by the side of which were a series of plans from Roch- 
dale showing what the town might have been with Town 
Planning in the last century, and what it would 
probably be with—and without—Town Planning, in the 
Year 2022. Manchester had a somewhat similar set of 
plans elsewhere in the exhibition. "This section con~ 
tained a large number of improvement schemes of 
marked interest from both British and foreign towns, 
Among the more important being the suburban villages 
provided by the London County Council, the proposed 
Improvement scheme at Leicester, and housing schemes 
in South Wales, Portsmouth and other places. Three 
fine sets of maps displayed the development schemes for 
Gothenburg, Copenhagen and Upsala, In an adjacent 
bay the premier place was taken by drawings of the sea 
front public gardens at Ramsgate, designed by 
John Burnet, with which were hung other designs for 
schemes in pleasure towns on the coast, 
Section 6—Regional Planning consisted of illustra~ 
tive maps of the more comprehensive schemes. A 
series of the West Middlesex area was contributed 
3y Messrs, Adams and ‘Uhompson. Manchester and 
District, at present the most important joint scheme i 
the country, showed a series of preliminary studies ; 





























the Doncaster Region the set of maps prepared for the 
recent report ; and South Wales and other places had 
‘maps of joint schemes of varying importance. 

Section 7—Garden Cities—was provided by the 
Garden Cities Association, and included plans and 
photographs of Letchworth and Welwyn as the only 
undertakings carrying out integrally, in this country at 
all events, the programme and principles for which this 
Association stands. 

Section 8—Parks and. Playgrounds—contained a 
good set of drawings and views of the sun, air, and 
swimming baths on Lake Zurich; also a finely’ pre~ 
sented plan of the entrance to Stanley Park, Vancouver, 
by Mr. T. H. Mawson; a plan of the Tayside park at 
Dundee, and other exhibits ; but this section did not 
receive the support it ought to have had, and could 
hardly be regarded as adequate to the importance of 
this aspect of Town Planning. 

“Taking it as a whole, the exhibition, though to some 
extent an improvisation, and handicapped. by the fact 
that many who would have contributed did ot realise 
in time its comprehensive character, was an emphatic 
illustration of the interest that can be evoked by a 
display on these general lines. ‘The employment of 
the realistic model, the variety in the classes of subject, 
the possibilities of attractive presentation, where mere 
diagrams ean be made pleasing by the employment of 
harmonious colouring, the life and novelty of the aerial 
photograph, find a response in various types of mind 
that secures for a well-arranged Town Planning exhi 
bition a large and increasing public. 

















Reviews 


DRY ROT OF WOOD AND SANITATION, 
By Professor Percy Groom, M.A., D.Sc F.LS, 
(aired Haworth & Con Li 8 Leadenhall Street, 

.0.3.). Price 1/-. 

Professor Groom has published the Chadwick Public 
Lecture he gave at the R.I.B.A. on 3 November 1921, 
upon" Dry Rot of Wood anid Sanitation,” which is a 
valuable addition to the somewhat inadequate litera- 
ture upon the subject in our language 

‘As reference was made to this lecturein the JouRNAL of 
a6 November 1921, it does notappeartobe necessary to 
{go over the same ground again, but as there seems to be 
4 feeling in certain quarters that some further organised 
inquiry is desirable as to the origin and depredations 
of the dry rot fungi, in order to justify expenditure upon. 
further research, it is doubtless advisable to emphasise 
certain points on which, in the opinion of Professor 
Groom, much more information is required, namely : 

(1) Exactly what species of fungi are responsible 
for the different kinds of decay. 

(2) Whether considerable infection takes place in 
the transit of timber either by sea or land. 
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(3) ‘The way in which two or more species of fungi 
work together to produce rot. oe ‘ad 


(4) Why it is that certain kinds of wood ate liable 
to attack from certain types. of fungi and not from 
others : what is the nature of the substance in certain 
timbers that makes them comparatively immune from 
dry rot, and so on; to which we should be inclined to 
add the question, what is the exact nature of the rot 
‘often found in the lower parts of door posts subject to 
alternate dampness and dryness? Is the action of the 
water and air merely physical, tending to break down 
the fibres of the materia, ot is it bacteriological due to 
some fungus? It is not unusual to find the physical 
properties of wood in this position quite exhausted, and 


et there appears to be no trace of merulius or similar 
iT 








atter of interest to architects to find that 

‘lueneas in the sapwood of pine is due to a fuegee 
(Geratosomella pini) which only attacks the sapwood 
but is not detrimental to its strength, ‘This character. 
istic is helpful in that it enables architects to detect 











REVIEWS 


more easily the presence of sapwood in timber ; itis 
also a matter of interest to find that the deep brown or 
rusty colour so often found in English oak is due to a 
fungus. ‘The writer has been told on more than one 
‘occasion by people who ought to know that such s 
were due to age. 

“There are times when Professor Groom is not quite 
0 clear or informing as one would like. For instance, 
from the point of view of their manner of attack, he 
considers that the fungi of dry rot can be ranged into 
two extreme classes, He deals quite clearly and ade- 
quately with those fungi, such a5 merulius, which not 
only send their byphe ‘into the wood but spread over 
the surface as well; but he is vague as regards those 
fungi that send their hyphae only into the interior of the 
wood, always keeping some distance from the outside. 
He does not give us their names, nor docs he suggest 
how they can be guarded against : perhaps further 
research is needed, 

A refreshing comparison is made between the en~ 
lightened method in this country, where the owner can 
relinquish his responsibility for and interest in dry rot 
bysale of thé property, and that in Germany, where "the 
lewrenders the vondar lable for damages for such asale 
en the dry rot was considerable at the time of the 
sale, whether or no he knew of its existence.” 

Venxon Cromerox [F:]. 


GENERALIZED LINEAR PERSPECTIVE. By 
JW, Gordon, 21s. net. (Messrs. Constable and 

Co,, Lid., London, W. 
Perspective’ drawing as ordinarily understood by the 
‘architectural and general art student is the science of 
producing on a vertical picture plane a correct repre- 
sentation of an object or group of objects. In a general- 
ised theory of perspective, such as is attempted in the 
book under review, the 0 state the principles of 
perspective drawing in such a way that they apply also to 
picture planes which may be inclined at any angie to the 
jrizontal, Of course, the vertical plane perspective, 
t exclusively adopted in making perspective 
is but a particular case of the generalised 
theory ; and therefore in essence the perspective prob- 
Jem is one and the same, whether generalised or con- 
fined to the one special ease required in practical work. 
Perspective drawing is simply a problem in solid geo- 
metry, of as Mr. Gordon says, "* projective geometry.” 
‘The generalised theory of perspective might seem at 
first glance to possess no interest except for the mathe- 
tmatician ; anditis certainly as a problem of mathemati 
cal interest that the subject was treated by Brook Taylor, 
the eminent mathematician, in 1715., His book i re- 
ferred to, and, in a sense, by Mr. Gordon, 
who has, however, treated the subject somewhat differ- 
cently from his illustrious predecessor and has handied 
itas havinga very real practical interest of a kind that 


















































it could not possibly have had two hundred years ago. 
Mr. Gordon develops his subject in connection with 
land surveying by means of aerial photography more 
particularly for military purposes. ‘The photographic 
plate is the picture plan on which a pictorial view, or 
perspective, of the ground is produced, and the anal 
given of the principles of perspective is inten 
enable the surveyor to operate in the reverse sense to the 
perspective draughtsman and to start from his photo- 
graphic perspective and arrive at a scale plan of the 
ground. Clearly in such a case the photographic plate 
or picture plane will be inclined to the horizontal as a 
rule and hence the generalised theory is necessary. 

If the exact inclination of the camera were known and 
the ground to be surveyed were truly level the problem 
‘would be a comparatively simple one ; but in practice 
probably neither of these conditions would be fulfilled, 
and hence many awkward complications. Mr. Gordon's 
book does not treat in any detail of the methods to be 
followed where the ground is of varyinglevel, but is con- 
fined to the principles of the subject. After all, the di 
ficulties in the solution of the problems involving vary- 
ing levels are of the practical rather than the theoretical 
order. ‘The practical dificult are, however, by no 
‘means negligible ; and until considerable developments 
and improvements in ways and means are made, sur- 
veying from the air does not promise to give results of 
anything like the accuracy which is indispensable in 
civil surveying, though for military purposes, even in 
the present state of advancement, it is no doubt of very 
great importance. 

criticising the book it must be borne in mind that 
is virtually a pioneer work, and, as has happened 
with treatises on. preical perspective, subsequent text- 
books will probably be very much simpler in form and 
method. It must be confessed that Mr. Gordon's book 
is by no means easy reading, largely on account of the 
very extensive—one cannot but feel unnecessarily ex- 
tensive—specialised vocabulary. ‘The reader almost 
needs a new glossary of terms beside him ; no glossary 
known to the writer of this review would serve the pur- 
pose. Mr. Gordon admits" a few verbal innovations of 
Which it may be convenient to the reader to be fore- 
warned"; and then gives afew explanations which are 
not sufficient either in number or clearness ; other ex- 
jons are distributed throughout the book. It may 
hhoped that in this respect particularly later works on 
the subject will be able to dispense with a considerable 
portion of this special nomenclature. 

‘The student of perspective will probably experience a 
feeling of repugaance on finding the book so liberally 
besprinkled wih ‘trigonometrical expressions and equa- 
tions. Here, again, it may be that simplification will 
follow ; but although generalised perspective applying 
to picture planes at any inclination could certainly 
developed and explained with a purely geometrical 
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vocabulary and by purely graphical methods, yet if it 
be desired to give it an application to aeridl photo: 

raphic surveying—which is probably its chief if not 

‘only practical value—trigonomettical expressions 
and methods would seem to be indispensable, ‘Graphi- 
cal methods alone applied to a photograph of a large 
area of ground would not be sufficiently accurate to 
yield results of much value, 

Tt would be out of place in a review of 1 
venture on any critical examination of the subj 
ter of the book, which may safely be said to be one 
which merits serious consideration by those interested 
in the theory of perspective for its own sake on the one 
hand and those interested in approximate surveying on 
a large acale on the other. Mr. Gordon has evidently 
avery considerable and keen interest in his subject, and 
must be congratulated sts being the first to publish a 
systematic treatise on this complicated problem. 

Jou H. Manxnast [4.]. 
‘THE FRENCH ALPS : Kdited by Findlay Muirhead and 
oe Monmarché, 12 mo. Lond. 1923 (Macmillan 
0.) 
SWITZERLAND, WITH CHAMONIX AND THE 
ITALIAN LAKES: Edited by Findlay Muirhead. 
12 mo, Lond. 1923, 

‘The bold bid made by Findlay Muirhead for establish 
ing an English equivalent to Baedeker’s Guides becomes 
more pronounced as yolume succeeds volume. ‘The last 
‘wo are indeed excellent, In (1) The French Alps (108. 





























net) desirable features are brought in. "The introductory 
plan of the Route des Alpes, for instance, has a section of 
the mountainous tract spreading between the Lake of 


sneva and Nice, which should be welcomed by motorists 
foot-travellers alike, ‘The town maps by Hachette 
fare clear, but auffer from a little heaviness in the printing 
of names, frequent fault with French maps. Again, some 
‘of them, in the volume under review, have been carelessly 
folded, « small matter, but one likely to irritate. ‘The paper 
is a shade too thick, to our thinking ; a thin, strong page is 
far more pleasant to the touch, ‘The historical sketch of 
France and the Notes on the French Alps ate pithy and 
‘well condensed, and the population kiven, that of the 193 
‘cenitis, ix an indication of up-to-dateness. The informa. 
tive matter leaves little to be desired, and great ps 
obviously heen taken with it. It is, however, possible to 
cavil at small inaceunicies. We do not hold, to take an 
example, that the view from the Pic de Menise, in the 
Evian-les-Bains district, rivals in the leaxt that of its neigh 
our, the Dent d'Oche.” Likewise, in the history of Brian 
‘gon, the town only was held by the Lords of Albon until 
the end of the fifteenth century. ‘The charges asked by 
guides at Modane are perceptibly in excess of the one 
mentioned. 

(2) Steitzerland, with Chamonix and the atin Lakes 
(isi. net), Here, once more, we benefit by the thorough 
information available ; the maps, if unpleasancly coloured, 
‘are very good, A superb sketch of Swiss history is fol- 
lowed by notes on art in Switzerland which, though to 
the point, do not touch upon the architectural develop. 
ment, influenced as it was on four cardinal sides, that 


90 
































made up the unsophisticated grace and charm of Swiss 
towns; itis alsoa pity that references to painting stop with, 
Hodler ; neither Cuno Amict nor the able Younger School 
should have been omitted. With regard to Neuchatel, no, 
mention is made of that lovely, Renaissance building, the 
Palais Rougemont, Schaffhausen, Lucerne, Berne (the 
‘Minster has a stained glass of even earlier date than the 
fone mentioned) and St. Gall should have had their con-—~ 
siderable architecural claims brought out more clearly, 
Lacunse such as these,no doubt, will get filled in further 
editions, 

Bur the general arrangement, the notes on Winter Sport, 
the approaches from England, the regued to to i 
exactitudes and the Index are admirable, and these two. 
books deserve extensive patronage. Gomvon Hout, 














Correspondence 


CASEMENT OR SASH WINDOWS. 

To the Editor, Jounsas, RAB.A, — 

Dean Sit,—I have been asked what constitutes the 
respective morits of casementy and sashes > 

onsidering the last first, iti» obvious where a tradi 
tional style or period is aimed at, the sash window as ta 
Georgian houses gives the required character completely, 
Sash windows allow of the filling of large weide ie the 
walls, and assist in the rendeving of dignified eect "Chey 
more easy to keep clean than are casement windows, 

Its dificult to recall any other advantages, "The deed, 
vantages are many. ‘They involve the use of weaduerk, 
uch an linings, architraves, sills and shutters Ang tf 
hard woods are not used, periodic painting has to be 

lone 

Unless extremely skilfully made, sashes will ratte j 
wind, and woodwork i alvays tore or less subject to 
expafsion and contriction, and therefore the 
betmade ubsolutely airtight, iene 

‘The wearing quility of sashes is vastly inferior to ease 
ments, ws sash cords and fasteners are short-lived ara 
‘must be renewed from time to time, 

‘The gunmetal easement is capable of being made abso- 

















lately water and airtight, and can be used in any sized 
oid, provided with mullions and transoms. The upkeep 
is practically nil. If made in iron they must be painted 


‘occasionally, but can be made perfectly air und watertight, 
One very great advantage of the metal casement i in 
the fact that windows can be made with it without the 
use of woodwork, And when the amount of woodwork 
is reduced to. minimum, hard wood can be used in the 
meat economic bling 
en stone mullions und trinsomed windows are bul 
and fitted with meta easements, the windows will proto 
more the effect of grills than of holes in the walle. Asad 
this will help greatly to ive scale to the building and 
comforting effect of protection to persons inside, 
Casements are essentially Eny saa \- 
wy ly English, and sashes essen. 
other advantage of the casement is the ease by whit 
it can be arranged to open at any angle and to any deme 
fand according to the varying direction of the wind, 
CPLA, Voysny, 








THE ARCHITECTURE CLUB 


THE ARCHITECTURE CLUB. 


‘The steady progress of the Architecture Club was 
seen at its fifth dinner on November 22nd, Mr. J. C. 
Squire presiding over a record gathering of members 
and friends. 

Mr, Edmund Gosse, associating with the toast of 
“ Architecture” the name of Mr. Paul Waterhouse, 
the club's guest of honour, paid an eloquent tribute 
to an ancient and noble art, which had the merit of 
universal application, A man might live without 
poetry, music, painting or sculpture, but, unless he was 
4 gipsy, he could not exist in a civilised community 
‘without architecture in some application. Recalling 
pleasurable memories of many. wit pid tthe fine 

uildings of Northern France, he said that what most 
impressed him was the conservative spirit with which 
the magnificent memorials of the past in that country 
were guiarded ; and he thought that the club could do 
‘good service in protecting magnificent buildings in this 
‘country that were in danger of being lost on industrial 

wunds ; as it had, in fact, helped to save the fine old 

hitgft Hospital it Croydon, ‘He deplored the pro- 
posal to destroy many of the City churches, for never in 
the history of civilisation, so far as he could recall, had a 
beautiful building been’ destroyed without its’ being 
regretted afterwards, If they destroyed a beautiful 
ceburch in the City it would be gone for ever ; and the 
next generation would discover beauties in it which 
those who had destroyed it had never . 

Mr, Waterhouse, replying, said that there was much 
that itrature could do for architecture, and something 
that architecture could do for literature, and he rejoiced 
in the existence of a society like the club to blend the 
two together, Recalling his responsibility for twenty- 
five biographies, he confessed that he was not quite sure 
whether he was replying as an architect who was a 
literary man, or a hiterary man who happened also to 
bean architect, Perhaps the latter rOle was preferable, 
for the profession of architecture was not famed for 
producing after-dinner speakers,although he hoped that 
this defect would be remedied by their association with 
literary men, Mr. Waterhouse dispelled any doubt 
about his own capabilities in this respect by a very 
witty and playful specch, leading up to what he de- 
scribed as an epic of his own composition, revealed as a 
limerick about a young lady of Dorset. 

‘This festive mood was kept up by Lord Riddell in 
proposing the toast of the club, in which he took the 
Spportunity of gravely admonishing the architects of his 
fellow-members on the subject of “extras,” and also 
adjured them to sign their buildings. Although he saw, 
the disadvantages attending such a course, he himself 
vas prepared to go so far as to require doctors to put 
their names on their patients’ tombstones, 

Mr. A.B. Walkley, responding in the same vein, con 
fessed that he knew litle about architecture. He was 






























assured by friends that the house he inhabited in a small 
coast town was very like the houses in the Camberwell 
New Road, and although he had never seen that road he 
‘was quite willing to believe it, He had some early 
association with architecture, having occupied an office 
in a big Government building that Was spoken of with 
great respect, as it had been designed by a chief archi- 
tect to the Office of Works, He looked out of this build 
ing on to another Government building that had been 
spoiled ike many other building, by the ailiion ofa 
top stor-y. ‘This latter building was demolished shortly 
after he left the Government service, revealing another 
wonderful City building—the Goldsmiths’ Hall, He 
felt that it was a cruel stroke of fate that he should have 
been deprived of the opportunity of: that building 
from the advantageous point of view afforded by his 
former office. 
J 


" WHO'S WHO IN ARCHITECTURE.” 
‘The Architectural Press have just published, under the 
ealtrahip of Me. F, Chatterton (7 and with the fii 
roval of the RBA. Who's Who in Architecture, 
is valuable litte book of reference contains biographies 
and addresses of architects, a list of the various schools of 
architecture (including institutions aided or maintained by 
the London County Council at which instruction in 
architecture is provided), with their teaching programmes, 
fees, etc., and a list of architectural and kindred institu 
tions, with an account of their foundation and objects. 
‘The biographical particulars are not always as complete 
as one could wish (due, no doubt, to the modesty of theit 
subjects), but as a whole the book contains reference 
matter which will be found useful on the shelves of every 
architect, 
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MR, C, F. A. VOYSEY, 

Mr. C. F. A. Voysey has been elected Master of the 
Art Workers’ “Guild for 1924, in succession to Mr. 
F, W. Troup, the retiring President. This recognition 
of the important part Mr. Voysey has played during 
the last thirty years in the Arts and Crafts movement, 
if » little delayed, is none the less welcome, ‘There 
fare few artists or craftsmen who. possess Mr, Voysey's 
extraordinary versatility’ as a designer, whether it be of 
building, or the arts applied to it. Designs from his hand 
of furniture, metal work, earpets, eretonnes, wall papers, 
Lind. silyer ‘work, are well known. In the same year he 
has exhibited both in the Sculpture and the Architectural 
Rooms of the Royall Academy 

A.A. STUDENTS’ PANTOMIME. 

"The A.A. Students” pantomime, So this is Architecture, 
will be performed at King George's Hall, Caroline Street, 
Tottenham Court Road, on 20 and 21 December, ut 
8 p.m. ‘The performance will not only contribute to’the 
sguiety of the audience, but also, incidentally, to the Archi- 
tects’ Benevolent Society, to which good cause all the 
profits are to be devoted. A good attendance is assured, 
Tickets, 73. 6d., 55. and 25, 6d,, may be obtained from 
the A.A. 
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‘THE CITY CHURCHES.* 

‘The small committee to which the Church Assembly 
recently referred the Union of Benefices and Disposal of 
‘Churches (Metropolis) Measure for further consideration 
met recently at the Church House, Westminster, and 
agreed that opportunity should be sought for confer- 
ences with the Corporation. of the City of London, 
the London County Council, and the conference of 
societies representing architecture, art, and archeology, 
Iutely presided over by Sir Aston Webb, with a view to 
considering their criticisms of the Measure. ‘The prin- 
cipal objections made to the Measure were carefully con- 
sidered by the committe in preparation for these ¢on- 
ferences. 


BRITISH EMPIRE EXHIBITION (1924). 


‘The Royal Institute of British Architects have been 

inge an Exhibition of Architecture in the 
Wembley. ‘The Exhibition of Archi- 
‘non 19 May, and will close on 28 June 











tecture will o 
1924, and will consist of a representative selection of 
the recent work of living architects in the United King- 


dom, India, the Dominions and Colonies. It is ees 
posed that’ photographs and models only shall be 
exhibited. 

"The exhibition will be of a general nature, except 
that ‘Town Planning and Housing Schemes’ will be 
excluded in view of the fact that a Town Planning 
Exhibition is to be held immediately before the Exhi- 
bition of Architecture, 

‘The arrangements sre being carried out by the 
R.L.B,A. Exhibition Committee with the assistance of 
the Architecture Club. Owing to the limited space at 
their disposal and to the necessity for the display of 
representative work from the whole Empire, the Com 
mittee propose that the exhibition shall be arranged by 
invitation only. 











NOTES FROM THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL. 
MEETING, 19 NOVEMBER 1933. 
Town Piannina. 

It was decided to circulate a memorandum on the 
subject of Architects and Town Planning to all Members 
and Licentiates and to the Allied Societies, with « request 
to the latter that they should use their influence to bring 
it to the notice of the local authorities in their districts, 





House Fees, 


A committee was ted to draft a new Seale of 
Charges applicable to Housing Work under the Housing 
(No. a) Act, 1923. 


* The London City Churches, « parnphlet which has just 
been compiled and issued by the London Society, in the 
‘of arousing yreater public interest in these historic 
Idings, can be obtained from the publishers, Messrs. 
Fisher Unwin, Ltd,, 1 Adelphi Terrace, W.C.3, price 1s, 
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we RALB.A. Linmany. 


A committee was appointed to consider and report on 
the question of better and safer accommodation for the 
RILBA. Library. 


Apr 





Mr. Digby L.. Solomon [F.] was appointed to represent 
the RLLB.A. on the Sections Committee on Cement of 
the British Engineering Standards Association. 


Provrssionat. Connuer. 


A member was censured and suspended for six months 
for quoting fees lower than those prescribed by the 
RALB.A. Scale when applying for appointment as archi- 
teet 10 a public authority. 








‘Tin: Fraxco-Barristt UNION oF Anciureers. 
It was decided to make an annual grant of £20 to meet 
the expenses of the Rritish Section of the Franco-British, 
Union of Architects. 
‘Mesmuansier, 


‘The applications of 4 candidates for the Fellowship 
and 3 candidates for the Associateship were approved, 








Restanarions 
The following resignations were accepted with regret: — 


J. Coulson Nicol (F.), 
K, Gammell [4]. 


Competitions 


CAIRO~ NEW LAW COURTS. 

‘Members and Licentiates are advised to take no part in 
this Competition because the Conditions are hot in 
sccordance with the Regulations of the R,T 

‘Phe Competitions Committee are in negotiation with 
the promoters in the hope of recuring an amendinent, 

Tan MacAuestim, 
Secretary, RBA, 


FORMBY ; PROPOSED HOUSING SCHEMES 
AND LAY-OUT COMPETITION. 

‘The Competitions Committee desire to call the atten= 
tion of Members and Licentiates to the fact that the Con 
ditions of the above Competition are not in accordance 
with the Regulations of the R.LB.A. ‘The Competitions 
Conmmittee are in negotiation with the promoters in the 
hope of securing an amendment, Inthe meantime 
Members and Licentintes are advised to take no part in 
the Competition, 




















Jas MacAuasren, 
Secretary, 
PROPOSED NEW BUILDINGS FOR 
MANCHESTER GRAMMAR SCHOOL, 
‘The President of the Royal Institute of British Archi- 


tects has nominated Dr, Percy S, Worthington, F.R.L.BA., 
tas Assessor in this Competition. 





NOTICES 


Notices 
‘THE FOURTH GENERAL MEETING. 

“The Fourth General Meeting (Ordinary) of the Session 
1923-1924 will be held on Monday, December 17, at 
8 pam., in the Hall of the Royal Society of Medicine, 
1, Wimpole Street, W.1, for the following purposes -— 

‘To read the Minutes of the Meeting held on 3 De- 
ember 1923 ; formally to admit members attending for 
the first time since their election ; nomination of Candi- 
dates for Membership (Election 7 January 1924). 

‘To tead the following Paper : “* Higher Buildings 
Relation to Town Planning,” by Raymond Unwin (F.). 


Examinations 
R.LB.A, STATUTORY EXAMINATION. 

"The attention of architectural student called to the 
Statutory Examination of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects. 

The Building Acts require every candidate for a 
trict Surveyorship to hold a certificate of competency 
the Royal Institute of British Architects. 

In addition to certificates of competency for the office 
‘of District Surveyor under the Metropolitan, Building: 
‘Acts, certificates are also granted of competency for ‘Build- 
‘ing Surveyor under the Public Health Acts. 

Since the war the number of candidates for this 
‘examination has fallen off, and it is thought that attention 
might be called to the examination with a view to reviving 
interest in it, 

"The examination was started in 1856, and from that 
date to 1914 an average number of fiv candidates has 
passed each year. Looking through the list of these can- 
Uidates it is seen that many architects in the past sat for 
it who have never applied for a District Surveyorship, but 
have taken the examination as a qualification for private 
practice, 4 

‘A knowledge of the Building Acts is of great use to 
provincial architects as well as to architects who practise 
in the Metropolitan area, ft is often found that when 
provincial architects start building in London their designs 
have to. be modified to meet the requirements of the 
Building Acts, 

"The examination is a thorough test in a knowledge of 
the Building Acts and building construction, and requires 
1a careful study of those subjects which every architect 
‘ought to know. b 

‘The syllabus covers the supporting power ‘of soils and 
methods of securing good foundations, a thorou; th know= 
ledge of building materials, their strength and decay 
fire-resisting construction and the means of escape in case 
of fire ; calculations for steel framed construction 
reinforced concrete. Dangerous structures are dealt with, 
shoring, underpinning, scaffolding, derricks ind other 
machinery and plant used in the erection of buildings. 

‘In. the graphic questions, subjects are set for design 
‘which involve the application of all the foregoing subjects. 

Tt will be seen that the examination is essentially 
practical one, bringing down the studies of ‘the schools to 
the touchstone of actual practice. 















































Final Examinations 


ALTERNATIVE PROBLEMS IN DESIGN. 
Instructions to Candidates, 

1, The drawings, which should preferably be on uniform 
sheets of paper of rot less than Imperial size, must be sent to 
the Secretary of the Board of Architectural Education, Royal 
Institute of British Architects, 9 Conduit Street, W,, ot oF 
Iefore the dates specified below. 

2, Each set of drawings must be signed by the author, No 
{ns VULL NAM AND ABDI, and the name of the schoo}, iFany, 
in which the drains have been prepared, must be atached 
thereto, 

“J. All designs, whether done in a school or tiot, must be 
saccornpanied by a declaration from the student that the design 
{his own work and that the drawing have been wholly exe- 
uted by him. Inthe preparation of the design the student 
may profit by advice, 

“4. Drawings for subjests (a) are to have the shadows pro- 
jectal ur'an angle of 43" in line, monochrome, of colour. 
‘Drawings in subjects (#) are to be finished us working drawing. 
Latering on all drawings must be of a clear, scholarly, and 


unaffected character 
Subject LXXTL. 
INTRANGE HALL, Sramcast, AD Mia 


























(a) A design for an 
mats" RooMt oF 4 









fupe 
on Centrally beneath this with roome on each side 
‘which should not form pare of the design, 

ithe long aide of the members’ room is on the atret, and 
thentairenei at the backapproached throtgh the entrance hal. 

‘Dravings required ? ‘Two Finch veale plans. ‘Two finch 
scale nections, One of the sections to be’ longitudinally 
through the, members room ond. the entrance hill looking 
owardh the sureaye, Te other seeton to be x crorsacction 
Mowing the members’ room, entrance fll” and. stairease. 
Theacherne of decoration sta be ahown, 

Ti) Werking draveings for Design Subject No, LXX( (a) 
(A Conereny Carn, 

te enn foe sme cape ray, of it as en 
approved, be re-submited with the addition of 4-inch scale 
drgund and foundation plan, I-inch seae lonxitudinal section, 
nch seas eruverse section, pinch detal of part of front. 
‘Subject LXXIV. 

(0) A design for «, Sctioot Gr Aneiurwcrume tse 4 Lana 
rani Rows. he aca! et be ext oa cer 
ite yo feet by 70 feet with buildings ndjoinings on bord steeetn 
Tea fntended t9 accommodate about s0 to 60 students 

The accommodation to consist of studios including one for 
fecchund und life drawing, a small library, leture room, «room 
for balding construction demonstrations, principal's and stat 
‘oma, office. Lavatory sind cloakroom keeonmodation for 
ath dave should be provided, Also an exhibition hull which 
Traylor may ot be combined with the entrance hl 

“Drona required: {inch sale plans, sections, elevations. 

GS "Working: drawings for Desiga No, LXXIT (a) (Bua 
Homes bv. Pumtic Panto, provided the design hs been ap. 
Proved, ‘Phe drawings subenited under (a) to be submtted 
Mogeter wth each oeale ground and foundation plan, One 
PRiciveileelevation, One finch sale section. 

Subject LXXY, 

(a) Tie Tow of a great man in the nave arcade of u Renair~ 
sance cathedral The piers are-25 feet centre centre, 

‘rst bin escent w ean the den ae 
equ 

1b) Working drawings for Design No, LXXIIT (a) (Es 
sane HALL, StAMCAS® AND» Masttans’ Roost ov A Crp), if 
the design hs been approved 
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‘ov Ancorrucria). 
"The design for the school of architecture may, after it has 
been approved, be re-submnitted with the addition of one eleva 
vation and one section to inch seale, 
Subject LXXVIE. 

(2) A Bors’ Cuvm in a poor neighbourhood. f 

—A site, 5§ fect by 35 feet, with ad 
Site A rectangular corer ste 5 fet by 35 fect, with ad 











sore chan 3 feet above pavement eve 


rain eae 
wey We iting dein for Design No. LXXV (a) (Town ron 
skin ras fr Desi No. LX 


aT s ided the desi 
+ Sie atin submited under () to be sled sgeter 
with fll-sive aecdone of mouldngn showing junting. ec 


Sabject LXXVIL, 
(0) design for a Suats. Sor. 
Osher building suitable for's deaper’s business i to be 
specie 2 emeasringyotet tga ect." Ope side of he 
measuring be fet, apna ther Bldinge--the remaining 
Siic"sbur onto tetewe The Boor consat of bancment 
tround, 182d and rd Bors. 
“Drawing reutrd °3 pla, 3 elevations, + ection, 10 inch 


le. 
‘Detail of front eleration showing shop fronts and principal 
‘entrance to J-inch scale. Construction of the shop fronts 





Dats for Submision of Desens 1524. 
cake Creme vee 
ROUGRNVEET 3Oe 0) EXXVIIL. 5. jr Dee. 
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Members’ Column 


BOWLS CHALLENGE: 
Mx. Hessy Baace, Liermiste RIB.A, of 6s Avcland Road, 
Upper Norwond, Si il be pleased to bear tam any ello, 
‘Atbctates or Licentits who ave meters af a Landon Bowing 
iah and who would ike to asst in making up a team of 9 0¢ 18 
feenubers to opeesent the HLB.A. im a tach mith the Novo 
‘owting Club ga a Saturday’ alten to be arranged betneen 
Jone aad 30 Angust 192 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS, 
Hoary. G. Wevnite Howe spd Saunier Koscnt, AA.RI.B.A, 
have moved to number 37 Kussell Square, WiC. Teepbesie 


Site bs 
OFFICES FOR DISPOSAL. 
[Ascarscy ha freon eaten fs Ciel 
tons thie exellent fees a Hobart Pate, W. Two of lhe roomy 
Wes Soy eat Sern ea wees waning noletae 
clan? et ean dating ences a be ed 
my OO rar ti 
So Retrearyy LBA, 9 Cond Steet, Landan’ Wis. *** 
PARTNERSHIP WANTED, 

AMIBA, with wide experince Gute fntrdortin 10 mab 
ude-piecg qing Peer, Sane ay 
Peet av aretha fe ‘i 
clo Secretary, K.1.B.A., 9 Conduit Street, London, Ws ay 

orrice 10 L&T 

ray Jn Suara wl ited oat of vend 
BSR = rer eel rg hong etn 
RBA, pont Street Was 7 : mars 

APPOINTMENTS WANTED, 

MR AARLMAS City, Arbiecee Sieich 
wae Cy Ar 

pon TDeostiving’ tation bultiogs, even Gea 

Specitestions, etc, with Rood general tice” routine’ Reply 

#02}, C/o Secretary, R. piecoen ‘Street, W.r, 


























Thcestiare, expetited in work, seeks am 
as dethtant’Actantomed opening “acreage aad 
with eaculatios for structiral strewotk THoroagh 


‘pecans : 
Betas Lenaie Budge Bon Sean so se 
RGRAY Coadat Stet Wt ene 
we pesgne Avomace ARIA nth South of Fata 
chen Leap ts rt ew ont wea an 
{ect the beh or GE as hokdag Kee Ate 
STmese coty st metre me of tenet na 
eaSSpnseMiSecaby, LMA y Cd Set Len BE 
xonice, 
“Tue vast applntioent oro Arcata mang em 
seonh singled i eat cf te fale 
Betpos haan been Ao, ant tre apps ch 


Minutes III 


Session 1923-1024. 


Ax the Third General Meeting (Business) of the Session, 
held on Monday. 3 December 1923, at & p.m—Mr. J. Alfred, 
Gore PSA. Rreident nthe hr Phe sence bk 
we 5 llowes (including § members of the Cours 
Steen : y 


"The Minutes of the Meeting held on 19 November 1933, 
read, 








“The Hon. Secretary announced the decease of the following 


members| 

He Frank Ankinson, elected Fellow 1995, 

mest Flint, elected Awociate 1880, Fellow 1909. 
Mr. Fist was a member of the Practice Standing Com> 
‘mitice from 1962 to tots. He was Vice-Chairman of the 
Comitsce 1904-6 and Chairman 1906-8. 








NOTICES: 


‘John Howity, lected Fellow 1809. 
‘Me Howitt wan a Past-President of the Nottingham 
Architectural Society and represented that body on the 
RUMA. Councin 4 
“Thomas Johi Mellon, elected Fellow 1907. 
‘Morton, lected Fellow 1883, 
The Northern Architectural Association, 
J. Campbell Reid elected Associate 1907, Fellow 1912. 
Gia Star Snih, JP seed ‘Kesoclate 188s, Fellow 
1892, 
‘Thomas Harry Weston, elected Associate 1895, Fellow 1907. 
Jrmes Alcxarider Manson Baxter, elected! Amociate 1912, 
fd John Bennett, clected Associate 1887. 
Deter Hesketh, elected Associate 1386, 


Past-President of 














‘Aubrey Wyndham Phillips, elected Asso« 
‘Augustus: 


1913. 
illiam Tanner, elected Associate 1870, 
sber of the Practice Standing Com= 





‘Anthony Wilson, elected Licentiate 191. 
‘And it was RISOLVED that the regrets of the Royal Inatitute for 
the loss of these members be recorded in the Minutes, 

rhe following candidates for membership were elected by 











AS FELLOWS (31); 

Auixme= Janis [4, 1909]. Poole 

Conon > “Aurien Rowiann, P.A.S.L (4. toa] 

Duvapate © Gionge [. 1011) 

Frawets:Buio Caxwannine (a. 1913) 
repstow 

Goowin' Wittiant Honewr [4 1944) 

Gruooxaway.: Franens Huot [4 1801 

Hoarenann-Syari: Wotiast Honan 

Henworrn = Puttar DaLtox (4. 191) 

Haute: Otaven{A, 193 

Hurt: Hanny {a thos), Reading, 

Manaiast: Jone Hatton [4 1905). 

MARSHALL + Guanes Jour (4. 1887]. 

Mavwvon Arran Kiciano [180], 

jonron + Raton Haxny (4. 1898). South Shields. 

Ninny; Jou Hives (4, 188) 

Niwron | Witusas Goprney, M. 

Shane: Axpmiw (4. 1902). ‘Vor 


St, Tewdric, neue 





Kidderminster, 


Hit ror 


















 MA{Oxon.) (A. 1913): 
i>, Canna 








SULLIVAN : Luo Syivesten (14. 1908). 
Unswortt: Gunatp, M.C.[4, 1920). 
Wiser 





open Coe ( toto) 
Woon) DoveLas, O.B,E (Mil), FS. 


AS ASSOCIATES (39) 
Auresxoun: ‘Thowas MacKiuvie (Special Tumi 
Liverpool. 

Bicisionte + Hosts Fuasyee, B-Arch.(Liverpool) [Passed five 
‘years course at Liverpool University School of Architec~ 
fure—Exempted from Final Examination after passing 
Examination in Professional Practice). Colombo, Ceslon. 

Buack : Kusewent Easrry [Special War Examination) 

Buona © Siavunps NasakwANy!, BE (Civil) [Special Examina- 

ion], Bombay, India. 

Bus: Syowey Poysre [Special War Examination), 
goon, Burma. 

Cane + Rienano Jous Box [Final Examination). Penzance, 

Cast: Homer Awrster (Special War Examination) 

Davinsox : Anchun Bowis [S. 19t4—Special War Exemp- 
tion]. ‘Toronto, Canada. 

Davcwan: Guantes Cuxnotn [Special War Exami 
Pretoria, South Africa, 

Dopoiseron > WattraM [Special Examination]. 

















Rane 











Eates : Wintinw Hesninson [Special War Examination], St 
‘Kilda, Victoria, Austral 

Faans : Stantey Watrin (Special War Examination]. Wel- 
ington, New Zealand. ‘ 

Fonesian : -Listir Ronit [Special War Examination). 

Hatt: Caste Witian (Special War Examination). 

HALLIDAY: FRANKLYN LEStix [Special War Examination). 
‘Manchester. 

Havaitros': Vivian, Pataen [Special War Examination), 
‘Wellington, New i 

Toouasnen = Sipsy Dixox [Special War Examination], 

Masey; cian Jants [Special War Examination), 

May: Anricun Jou (Special Examination 

Mitticax Thomas Wintiast (Special 
‘Cape Town, South Africa. 

Mortar: Joun’ Awritn Caxren (Special War Examination). 
Durban, Natal, South Africa, 

Mow Svonty Geonek [Special War Examination), 

Panay; Aamten DovotAs [Special Bsaminaton|. Colombo 
Ceslon. 

Rioisio- Ricitand Avninin Fraoiyo (Special Exar 

Ross + WiLtiaw [Special Examination], Glasgow. 

Srumurrr : Jou Eowrs [Special War Examination], 

Tov: Stony, F-S-A. (Special Examination 

‘Trenanove: Wititast Hiwty [Special 
‘Christchurch, New Zealand, 

Wavin Huan Arex HUrcHisON, M.C, [Special War 
Examination). Pretoria, South ‘Afticn, 

Wasox' Jon Gonbaio [Special Examination]. Pretoria, 
‘South Africa 

AS HON. FELLOW (1) 
Bowauad: Te Fer. How Vrouw, Hy MA LD» 
Litt. 






























tion}. 








jar Examination). 





AS HON, ASSOCIATE (1), 
Kenyon : Sin Fntienie Groncx, K.C.B., M.A, D.Litt, 
‘Phe Secretary anounced that by a Resolution of the Council 











the flowing had cened tobe members or Lacentites of the 
joyal Institute 
Fas C.J 8. Mall JR Button 

‘Ausciater—D. 


W, Avre, R. Berni], H, Black, HP, Brent 
null, T. Hy O, Coiling, E,W. 

7, A. Parker, A 
Tebbs, J. F 








‘owan, W. Grahary 


Fullerton, G. 
B.D, Keith, E, Mexuitr, J. Miller, 
J.J. Taylor, J, Carruthers Walker, 


pan, 





In the fast issue of the JouRNAL the title of Sir Charles 
Rosenthal was inadvertently omitted in the letter whic 
hhe addressed to the President ax President of the Institute 
of Architects of New South Wales. 





Arrangements have been made for the supply of the R.1.8.4- 
Jounst (post free) to members of the Allied Societies who are 
‘ot member of the R.A. ata specilly reduced subscription 
Of iar. a year, Those who wish to take advantage of this 
‘Grrangement are requested to send their names to the Secretary 
Of the KALB.A., 9 Conduit Street, W.t 
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BICENTENARY MEMORIAL VOLUME OF SIR CHRISTOPHER WREN, A. 1632-1725. PUBLISHED. 
‘UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS WITH AN INTRO- 
DUCTION BY SIR ASTON WEBB, P.R.A., AND A DEDICATION BY PAUL WATERHOUSE, M.A., 


PP.RABA. 
A HANDSOME CHRISTMAS PRESENT. 
PRESS NOTICES. 

Sir Reginald Blomfield, R-A., in RJB.A. Jourral : “This handsome volume, published under the auspices of the 
R.LBAA,, is 2 notable tribute to the memory of Wren... . Anyone who reads this volume from cover to cover will 
know pretty well all there is to be known about Wren. It is a good deal more than we know about any other architect, 

"This book is» proof that architects are still moving on the lines laid down by the great reformer who died two 








inindred years ago.’ 

Mr. Fiske Kimball in the Journal of the American Institute of Architects =" At last there is a good book on Wren 
—Wren ‘the man and Wren the architect. ‘The ‘Memorial volume published under the auspices of the 
TLLBLA. is by long odds the best work about him. ‘The older books, indeed, left much to be desired. . . .. Now we 
have a well-rounded work covering with authority the many aspects of Wren's genius. It is written, by men who know. 
‘The illustrations are far from the usual repetitions of the familiar. . . . For the City Churches there is notably the series 
of fine old water colours, showing in some cases buildings now destroyed. . . . The illustrations are not merely informa. 
tive to the practitioner, but give something of a collector's flavour, Numerous old engravings have been reproduced as 
Jine cuts in harmony with the text.” 
© C, H.R."in the Manchester Guardian: “This is « notable book, both for its contents and the manner of its prow 
duction... this great, handsome, and very beautifully printed volume, . . . ‘The general and cumulative view of 
Wren and his work which this book gives . . . is certainly sufficiently impressive,” 

Mr. A.R, Powys in the London Mercury : “ It contains eighteen essays on as many aspects of Wren's life and works, 
In these circumstances it is surprising to find so little overlapping of subject matter. . . . ‘The book is well produced. 
‘The surface occupied by printing in relation to the page is a renewed source of pleasure as each leaf is turned.” 

‘Sunday Times : *: No handsomer volume has been issued for many years past from the European. press than this 
sumptuous ube othe memory ofthe greatest of English architect. letterpress includes studies of Wren and his 
‘cork from a lange variety of points of view, conteibuted by writers best qualified to bear testimony to the soundness and 
rillianey of his diversified genius as architect, astronomer, biologist, merchant adventurer, scientific inventor, and 
Member. of Parliament. Wren was not only a great Englishman ; he was as passionate a lover of London as Sarmuel 


Johnson himself, und 
If aught of things that here befall 
(Can touch « spirit among things di 
‘one may imagine him exulting in the knowledge that all pecuniary profit arising from the sale of this splendid vol 
wil go tothe fund established for the purpose of conserving init pritine beauty the greatest of his ach ements, St. 
Paul's Cathedral, ‘The illustrations of the book are numerous und beautiful, and the entire volume is worthy of its sub- 
Ject and of the generous enthusiasm for the fame of a great artist and great citicen of which it is the outcome,” 
‘Observer :"" It is sumptuously produced, itis most generously and aympathetically illustrated, and it illuminates 
the subject in countless ways both for the expert and for the layman," 
"Morning Post : "The book is a joy in itself. ‘The essays it contains are authoritative (yet never dull), and these 
and the fine coloured plates and drawings commemorate, incidentally, the group of famous craftsmen, such as Grinling. 
Gibbons, who helped in the ereation of St. Puul's—the only cathedral of the first rank which was completed within the 


designer. 

ay Aid worthy monument tothe reat arches a 

aly Telegraph: "A worthy monument to Wren, 30 lavishly ilustrated eesscia neces pT CE 
cocoa hi ator Soins vehi | 


‘We congratulate all concerned on the production of the work, which is fitting addition 
rece tibutes of adetriion ofa greet man The volisse contsios the teproduccon of more erkinal doauientl the 
have een published jn any previous volume.” 

The Architect : An attractive and interesting tribute. . 



































ak: = ‘The book is exceedingly well produced and illuse 
‘The Architects’ Journal = “The whole immense range of Wren’s activities is covered in the is 
ine ay Momiasst.rwell foisted toe siegetir sociptsomnly and Eeaait prodosed’ nn ae 


Editions are issued as follows: Sunscuners’ Enmiox, bound in buckram, 5 gui 3 
limited to 250 copies, bound in vellum, numbered and signed, & guineas net. Sener et Rood a 
‘THE ENTIRE PROFITS FROM ‘THE SALE OF THE BOOK WILL BE DEVO’ 
CATHEDRAL PRESERVATION FUND. OTD TO THE ST, PAUL'S 
“The Special Twenty-five Guines Edition, limited to so copies, has only recently been issued, 
HODDER & STOUGHTON, LTD. LONDON, E.C4 
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English Architecture’ 


BY MAJOR H. C, CORE. 







ies of English architecture 
hope to be able to avoid archwology. It will be 
ny aim to do so as much as possible. ‘There are 
Several reasons why this sttitude seems wise, Archi- 
tecture has often been confused with archaeology. ‘The 
stucly of fragmentary evidences of design in old forms 
‘of decoration has frequently een regarded as 8 con 
sideration of architecture, Rut decoration is not archi~ 
tecture. In archwology we may see and reflect upon 
architecture if we look for it and not only for relies of 
decay. To see architecture we must look for design 
in the main masses and outlines; in the sculptural 
forms of a whole general conception ; in lighted plane 
surfaces and deep shadowy recesses ; in broad unities 
of shape and colour, whether they are made by studied 
balance and symmetry or well controlled varieties of 
changing form. And we must try to find out some- 
thing if we can of the ideas, motives, principles, that Nie 
in the buildings we examine. 

In studying the designing or “ de 
modern buildings we look for something that lives, and 
ig creative, not for anything that is a revival of dead 
objects, a thing for dry criticism or dissection and dull 
catalogues. This must mean that, whether architects 
or not, we should go to old buildings and scek to know 
how and why they were made by practical men, “And 
this we should do, not to copy them, not to revive or 
the past, Iut to discover what their hidden 

{f we do this we shall ourselves be learning 
how to design, create, construct new works for 
present and future needs. 

‘Architecture is a something in buildings when we 
consider therm as a whole and not in their parts alone. 
Ieinvolves both the plan, or arrangement for accommo- 
dation, and the external appearance of any work, as a 
completed unit, together with the many parts that are 

* An address given before the Manchester Architectural 
Society, November 1922. 
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all combined and make this whole. And italso involves, 
pethaps more than anything else, the consideration 
‘of the materials to be used, the methods of construc 
tion to be employe! and the climate of the country in 
which the building is found, "These are the ele 
utilities out of which it is made and without w 
‘cannot exist. ‘They are the rugged raw materials upon 
Which mind must operate before building commences. ~ 
and before architecture begins to be released from its 
tomb of unhewn rocks ; or before the product of the 
furnace and the kiln is elothed or shaped by another fire 
of energy controlled by mind and marshalled by imagin= 
ation into things of form that are a new creation, 

If we approach old buildings in this way we ean read 
wughts in them. ‘They will then speak to us. They 
will have each a voice we can hear carrying a message to 
Us from the past still full of active ideas. "They are 
books, ‘They are the living literature of an age of 
thought finely conceived, ably wrought, and exquisitely 
Meprltued’ Whether they be large or amull, of simple 
Gricomplex forts, we shall find always something they 
‘can teach that will make us better equipped to do good 
work which a future generation may think is worthy of 
preservation. 

Th speaking of English architecture itis my desire to 
well more particularly on the work of that period which 
began in the carly years of the sixteenth century and 
continued till about the time of the Civil War. It 
covered, roughly, one hundred and fifty years. We may 
all it for convenience the Elizabethan age. And in 
Meveloping the subject it is possible that we may find 
ome things to make us think, but not things to copy or 
revive, Ifwe find some elements of tradition that still 
Survive it will suffice if alittle can be done to restore to 
them a more vigorous life in thought and action. 

We have seen the confusion bred by Italian revivals, 
Greek revivals, Gothic revivals. And we are all pro- 
ably agreed that no revival that will mean an effort to 
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reproduce the works of the past has any interest for us 
to-day. But it may be that we can still discover fresh 
ideas in these old forms of thought that will help us to 
find new ways of solving questions which we are meet- 
ing every day. 

|. Much of the failure that has followed these revivals 
Ean be traced to false principles which have apparently 
governed those who advocated and took an active part 
in causing them, 

One thing seems to haye been s common fault of 
procedure in all these different attempts to change or 
Teturn to the course of tradition, or to return from a 
state of affairs in which all real sense of tradition had 
been lost. ‘That thing was this. Men studied parts of 
buildings in detail and forgot to regard their form as a 
completed structure. And surely there can be little doubt 
that it is form in the mass and whole conception that 
calls first for attention if we would know anything of 
architecture past, present or future, Detail and decora- 
tion, fragments of buildings, these are not architecture. 
‘They are like chapters and paragraphs extracted from 
larger volumes. And it must be conceded that no man 
ever appreciated the full idea of a book in its structure 
and form, character, style, and meaning, without know- 
ing it as a whole instead of by chapters or by chapter 
headings. 

‘Other reasons helped to cause failure in these 
revivals. In one case we find! an attempt to introduce 
into northern climes methods of building and design 
suitable in southern climates and developed to be used 
Where there was much sun and little rain, Or the 
architectural thought of a Greek or a Latin race is 
imposed on a Gothic people. Again, we find that 
revival in ane country may be, as it was in Italy, an 
Attempt to return (0, ‘and recover, their own national 
tradition that had been lost. With the people of that 
‘country and climate it was a legitimate aspiration. It 
‘wais an actual effort to revive something lost. But to 
me attempt at revival beyond the borders of 
the country where it wax revived and try to. make it 
apply where it had never been known as a native tra 
tion was to falsify history and destroy one national 
tradition by the introduction of another and an alien 
one, 

‘The Italian revival in Italy ws val of a native 
and i Latin tradition. ‘The introduction first of Htalian 
detail and decoration and then of Italian, and, later, of 
Greck, form as well as detail into England and other 
‘northern countries was not revival. It was not a return 
to but it was a destruction of, and a break from, English 

"And however much we may have learnt, 
till learn, from the many beauties of detail and 
of form Ttalian work , it will never become a 
truly national tradition acceptable to and welcomed by 
‘a Gothic race, It does not appeal to their native 
instincts or to their inborn feeling. It is a culture, a 
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southern plant in a northern soil. And it will never 
really thrive without a large variation and free handling. 
that may make it conform to native ideas and national 
needs, 

“The Gothic revival in England was a national revolt 
against a condition of things which found us without 
national tradition, It was an effort to retrace our steps 
0 far only a8 to find again, if we could, the ends of some 
Jost threads of a native tradition, one that was a natural 
root in a national soil, It was the Gothic mind trying 
to find its Jost bearings; a national desire for the 
recovery of a dissipated heritage, In Italy we had seen 
tearlicr the same laudable attempt to recover a vanished 
school of tradition, Both these efforts were successful 
in some degree, ‘They werealso.afailure. ‘They both 

jeceeded in showing that valuable traditional schools 
had stopped growing. They both failed to revive the 
real forces by which tradition had been working. Both 
tried to go back and revive a dead past instead of picking 
up the life threads that remained, wherever they could 
he found, so that they could be connected back into the 
old nerve centres to let the life that was gone live and 

ow again from where the breach began. 

‘The talian revivalists in Italy were too much 
satisfied, in architecture, not in sculpture, to go only so 
far back as to seek a restoration of the Roman details of 
the one tradition they considered to, be a na 
heritage, ‘They had another well developed tradition’ 
but it was Italian and not Roman, It was akin to that 
similar tradition Dante used to erect one of the greatest 
monuments of the human mind. ‘This was a truly 
architectural achievement in the world of literature, 
‘Though his epic was uided by ideas derived from both, 

Steck and Roman sources, he copied from neither of 
these. 

Tat that Roman heritage in architecture which this 
revival used had its source and origin inn earlier legacy 
that Greece bequeathed, of necessity, to Rome. The 
Gothic mind in using Roman architecture as the found- 
ation from which to start its own traditions had, like 
Dante and like Chaucer letters, taken Greek form 
and Roman construction as the substance upon which 
to build new thought in architecture. And their success: 
was evident through all Europe. The Byzantine 
builders did the same. And in Reside it was by. 
developing new form and new structural ideas out of 
Roman structural form that the great masterpieces of 
Byzantine art were created. But it was by Greek 
thought mingled with the strong Gothic element in the 
Eastern seat of the Empire that made this growth 
become ‘ible. 

Afthe Italians in the fifteenth century had disregarded 
national archeology and the study of Roman details in 
Roman buildings, aided by Vitruvius after the discovery 
of his book details of Roman "* Orders,” their great 
activity of mind might have given us some new form 
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without so much old detail repeated, reiterated, till it 
led, Tt is true that in some of the buildings of the 
talian revival different conditions of life and new 
methods of construction led to the discovery of forms 
not derived from history. But on these forms much 
farniliar Roman detail was used, Functional parts were 
reduced in scale and applied as decoration. Many 
architectural results of this procedure are to be found 
in the important buildings in Florence, Venice, or 
Rome. While the Lombardic tradition ‘still thrived 
side by side with the effort to use archwology, much 
[power of invention wae shown both in form and in 
lecqration. 

Tad the Halians gone back to the real source from 
which the Roman temple and Basilican forms were 
derived they would have seen that the detail in those 
Greck originals grew naturally out of steuctural fors 
Decoration was both derived from and added 
functional parts in these buildings, ‘Those parts were 
‘essential elements of a structural whole, And by this 
they Were made to tell in the expression of an 
architectural character by which the main idea was 
illustrated and illuminated. But this decoration was 
not exclusively nor manly inthe form of applied ora 
ment, ‘The Greeks did not swerve from what was 
them’a reasoned, a practical, and at once a beautiful 
tradition, Dat had no sympathy with those little 
eccentricities which John Shute, a pai he six 
teenth century, with a quite English honesty of mind 
called “ tricks and devices." He learnt and be copied, 
in Italy, the Italian “ tricks and devices.” He borrowed 
what they had borrowed from Rome and Rome had 
borrowed from the Greeks. 

"The great pediment the natural expression of the 
‘oof, the structural form, became with the later Italians 
a little idea of decoration built on to the surface of a 
great expanse of wall, ‘The column, the whole “Order,” 
the entablature, with base shaft and cap, was used not 
only as a structural entity but also as a decoration 
applied to surfaces, ‘The "* Order," except in occasional 
‘eximples which exhibited the grandee manner, was not 
used us a unit of scale for the whole building. The 
‘Greek rationalists in the age of Pericles may have been 
subtle. But they knew how to state one single simple 
idea in architecture, how to make it clear, and when to 
leave it alone. "They also knew when to stop repeating 
or elaborating i. 

Yet we speak still of the Renaissance in Italy as a 
revival of learning! Was it learning always? Was it 
not often, especially in its beginning, a form of y 
Which, in its attempt to imitate, lost sight of the essential 

ings both of character and of form? _‘The'* Orders" 
according to the architectural prescriptions of Vitruvius 
‘were to become decorative appliances in late Italian 
hands as they are too often now. And this is scholar- 
ship" in architecture! ‘These orders became part of 
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the furniture of building. ‘They were put on as a 
‘ frontispiece," as a veneer, added to the actual thing 
that was the building. They became meretricious 
additions to bald structure. For without this superficial 
veneer many of those buildings, stripped of their pateh, 
their powder, and their colour, were truly bald, for they 
had little architectural form. "Their interest was pro- 
vided by this surface prettiness. And this prettiness 
had undoubtedly much cleverness shown in its compila- 
tion, Ithad much beauty as a sort of modelled incrusta~ 
tion of marble or stone put on in solid materials, but 
given rather in theway a painter would do it with a brush 
on flat surfaces. It was not architecture as the Greek 









though frequently dull by repetition. 
imposed on Order," large or ara in acale, a8 the 
frontage or mass of building to be treated allowed, But 
‘each changeof order suggested achange in scalctill unity 
was lost and chaos with disorder ruled supreme in a 
Inter century. In the West front of St. Peter's there 
an example where one order was used, and allowed after 
the Greek manner, to set the scale of the whole build 
ing. But this colossal order compelled the use of 
colossal scale in the subordinate parts so that the scale 
defeated the whole purpose of scale, Every idea of 
relative proportion is lost and the size of the building 
is not fe no conviction. It makes little 
immediate impression by its great shapes, because we 
fnecessurily measure size, not by bulk in the mass, not 
by bulky parts in themselves, but by the relation, the 
relative relationship, hetween the scale and propor 
of parts compared with the whole or of a human being 
in contrast with the works of man 

If we turn to consider Gothic conceptions in archi- 
tecture we shall find that they possess much the same 
sense of unity in design as the Greek builders expressed 
sowell, Intheiressential nature both these traditional 
schools followed like principles. ‘These principles 
showed that structure was the necessary clement by 
which form could be, and should be, developed. And 
all changes of essential form were to be derived from 
Structural needs, In fact the plan, with the use for 
Which a building was made, was the foundation out of 
Which all real building tradition and architectural de~ 
sign arose, Climate allowed, or demanded, certain 
farms ; materials dictated some methods, But these 
all met together and were combined in one. And 
‘was the functional office, the structural nature, worked 
out as a building problem in every subordinate part, 
that provided new ideas, suggested differences of form, 
and gave architectural importance and interest to the 
finished work. : 

"This practical basis made all good architecture 
reasonable. It gave impetus to thought. It made the 
Creative aspect of the art rest on common sense while it 
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was contriving to make each useful thing a piece of 
beauty in a beautiful total conception. Our creative 
effort must begin with things, not abstract ideas alone. 
And we so come back to fact and find that necessity in 
building is the mother of invention in architecture. 
‘That is how the Greeks, within their limits, were archi- 
tectural inventors. And it is by this sume means, 
using new method, that the Gothic builders became 
such architectural creators, 

‘There are few things so remarkable in the history of 
the arts as the apparent ease, the entire freedom, with 
which the Gothic builders turned from one kind of 
work to another, And when they moved from one 
problem to the next they did so with their charac- 
teristic energy of action and of thought. ‘They ap- 
proached their task without fear, and attacked it with- 
‘out misgivings, For every new enterprise they were 
ready with fresh ideas. And in building they seldom, 
if ever, said the same thing twice over in the same 
way. ‘They took things as they came, handled them 
and left them, and passed on to the fext adventure, 
never looking backward but always forward to see what 
might be coming. ‘They lived, architecturally, not in 
the past but in the present, doing whar it demanded, 
not Waiting by 1 on to meet the future. 

We see this in their parish churches and in their 
vast cathedrals. Differences in the materials available 
caused a change in details of structure or in colour. 
Differences in construction gave ¥i of outline 
differences in plan gave them variations of form and 
altered the disposition of their masses, Sometimes 
this variety was filled with added interest, an interest 
that was felt most in the way the larger surfaces were 

ced with wealth of detail distributed all over the 

Sometimes the decorative interest was reserved 
for use where special emphasis was needed, and as a 
contrast to plain surroundings. And sometimes the 
whole surface was left untouched and unbroken by 
any exercise of a fanciful imagination, Ornament was 
used where it might be appropriate, Bu it was entirely 
discarded where it was not required or its addition was 
unnecessary or unwise, ‘This is to be seen in their 
ceastle buildings. And these teach us very much about 
the way severe shapes and masses, simple outline and 


















































wide expanse of wall, can he made to serve their 
practical purpose and be ime a fine archi 
tectural idea, As the con ing became more 


settled and more secure, this same type of structure is 
given a new character. It begins to reflect, in its walls, 
entrances, and windows, the altered mode of life. And 
when this kind of building was no longer a need the 
same free and traditional powers of design were turned 
in other directions. ‘The new results were equally 
sensible and practical, equally beautiful, in their own 
peculiar way. Presently the cottages were able to 
move away from the protectorate of the castle or abbey 
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recincts, and they began to cover the countryside. 
We Gin intbging at ta topetus, war given t0 this 
movement by the Aet of Elizabeth which required the 
provision of a certain acteage for every cottage holding. 
After about the beginning of the sixteenth century, and 
while the national Gothic tradition was still a vigorous 
thing, # great architectural and agricultural settlement 
was going on, It was industrial, though not industrial 
in the sense that we have used the word since the 
eighteenth century, 

If we examine the old cottages of the period, the 
comparatively few that remain, or the houses both la 
and small of which there are many in all parts of Eng- 
land, it is still possible to see what the Gothic mind, 
working through English tradition, could do when it 
Was turned away from ecclesiastical to secular building 
during nearly two centuries. And if we look at these 
buildings we can avoid all questions of an archeological 
Kind and concern ourselves solely with those that are 
architectural. 

‘The plan of any one of them would in all cases be 
full of interest for many reasons. Insome directions the 
economic or domestic restrictions and the needs of plan 
ning have been the cause of altered forms in our build- 
ings to-day. But if we retain now any of the fertility 
of resource and invention of our architectural ancestors 
these are only changes that bring with them an added 
interest and new opportunities for design to use. ‘There 
can be little doubt that in England those powers that 
are required do still remain. In many ways this has 
been proved to be true, particularly in the domestic 
buildings of recent years. 

‘What is it that these old cottages tell us of design 2 
For the fact that they do possess design, and deaign of 
avery high order, is clear to any architect who has tried 
to build one, Tsay tried, for itis a case of trial where 
We see so many signal failures that are full of effort and 
no result that pleases, It is this evidence of effort that 
chiefly spoils them. For the old cottages are such 
Imusterpieves that we see no apparent effort, ‘They 
look as if they grew like plants, and as easily, as 
naturally, as these from the soil they rest upon. And 
yet it is this very absence of effort in their appearance 
that proves the skill that made them be so fine. ‘They 
are like Baconian essays in form, or like sonnets from 
Astrophel to Stella in their brevity and finished shape. 
‘They are the very essence of fine art, tetsely put, coms 
pressed, condensed, in every line of their rhythm, not 
saying too much nor yet too little, always speaking to 
the point and never wandering from the subject with 
which they have to deal. “The mistakes we make in 
making them are nearly always overstatement, pro- 
lixity of thought, confusion of idea, and ungrammatical 
expression. We allow ourselves to be led away from 
the aim and object they propose. And we end too. 
‘often by producing something that is neither a respect- 
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able cottage nar a modest house. If we try to seek for 
the reson why, we need only look at what our earlier 
masters in building did with such evident ease and so 
much success, They always kept their general form 
and outline extremely simple. They expressed no 
commercial vanities because,as we like to think, they 
knew of none. And they carried on a local tradition 
of sound practical craftsmanship in doing their work. 
All the beauty of it rested largely on this. For any 
‘work that has some honest thought, affectionate care, 
and homely skill embodied in it is seldom, 
never, really ugly. Our failures seem to be the result 
of t00 much design or too much evidence of an effort 
to make a design. We do not eliminate enough both 
of he designer and of bsatrving sims. 

1 quips and cranks of fussy prettiness destroy 
breadth, ;,and repose. And by breaking up 
the only small surfaces into patches, with changes of 
colour all clamouring and asserting. their presence, 
every feeling of unity is lost and confusion rages every- 
where. Too many’ materials of too many different 
textures and colours are often used, Ornament is pro- 
vided where none is required. The roofs become alive 
with many rampant moving lines. Chimneys are 
thinned till they look like hop poles and not seldom 
hut often the walls are cut in two by a strongly marked 
horizontal ine. This line makes the cottage look as if 
second thoughts had suddenly arisen when it was half- 
way up from the foundations to the eaves. Or it gives: 
the impression that the half of one cottage hes been 

hoi bodily above another. Itmay be art. But the 
height and length and breadth of all that is good in art 
isto the artifice that makes it fine. It was this 
modesty, this unobtrusive courtesy of feeling, that 
made all the old cottages homelike, because in a home 
there must be, and thete can be, no shams. 

‘When we turn to consider the architecture of the 
larger houses of this Elizabethan Age we see what 
secins a limitless range of varying character. There is 
no dulness, no monotony, and yet we find no apparent 
striving fof new effects. Ani all very human. 
Human life, human thought, human work and human 
to be felt deeply in it everywhere. It speaks 
cof humanity. It appeals to every fine human instinct 
and affection for it is s0 humane. It takes a place, in 
England, next to the Gothic churches a8 an exponent 
‘of what’ strong character can do when it reaches 
towards ideals in life or art, and relates the facts of 
truth in terms of beauty. 

In these works we find the same restraint, the same 
reserve, the same versatility that is to be seen in the 
cottages of about this time, |The scale of the buildings 
is naturally larger in the mass, but the ruling idea seems 
to be similar. "For there is always in them a natural 
reticence and dignity that seeks no special notice, and 
claims no peculiar regard, And when fancy is allowed 
















































to play on them, for it can and does find room to play 
where no rigid formal rules debar its use, it continues 
to develop new themes for the imagination to act upon 
under a self-respecting control. It is never exhibited 
ina heavy parade of style, and it is never lost in a riot 
of extravagant conceits.” It is always filled with a 
gentle, a reasonable, feeling of refined capacity not 
over anxious to expose any cleverness, or acquired 
scholarship that might even seem to say," Behold how 
fine and how learned a thing Iam!” They were 
catirely without any aggresive egotism and retained 
their English homeliness of demeanour whatever they 
cost or however great or small they were in size. And 
they never degenerated into the pompous grandeur of 
some foreign palace, nor grew so large and unwieldy 
asto seem more like great piles of city buildings planted 
in the open fields. houses always appear to grow 
out of their surroundings. They belong to the soil 
where they rest, like the quarries and woods that 
provided the materials for building them out of their 
own friendly and familiar neighbourhood. 

In their external design there is to be seen the same 
absence of division into distinctive parts. Even where 
we find additions to earlier fabrics this adding is done 
nearly always without destroying the necessary sense 
of unity, And though in this way all earlier work was 
respected where it was retained, yet the new was 
frankly new, moving along on the large current of 

ition, and refusing to go backward to find fixed 
ideas or build false history. 

Itis not possible, it is not desirable, i 
‘on a great subject, to do more than try, quit 
to suggest broad views and some general ideas. It 
will be sufficient to indicate a few of the leading 
characteristics that scem to be part of the permanent 
‘equipment, the stable principles, upon which an atti- 
tude towards questions of design appears to be based 
by these tradition builders, For they were builders 
of tradition. Tradition itself is a building buile 
with thought and not with stones alone. And if 
there is little or no thought but only memory, and 
rule-of-thumb, incorporated in their work by those 
who build, tradition dies and architecture becomes 
extinct. 

‘These men, we observe, were building tradition. 
And how did they proceed? We have considered 
their general attitude, and may now look at some of 
their methods. That they were always the result of 
practical common sense and not theories of composi- 
tion or design is evident. For they cared nothing for 
precedent as a fixed index of permissions and rules. If 
wwe look at the way they built a wall we shall see that 
from the ground upwards to the parapet or caves it 
‘was one expanse. It was not cut into parts by strong 
horizontal divisions of marked emphasis. In houses 
where wood was used, construction was design. No 
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wall plane was broken up by artificial and arbitrary 
means. 

In brick or stone walls a drip mould, or string 
course, was used, it is true, asa light fine drawn across 
the surface of the wall. But it did not necessarily 
mark a position of floor levels within the shell, And 
such a line was always quite subordinate to the main 
‘elements near the ground or near and in the 
. This small moulding was small because it was not 
tused to make a great shadow for effect in a climate 
Where darkness below horizontal lines might breed 
damp and decay. ‘The purpose of this tine, moulded 
or plain, seems to be clear, It was a weathering along: 
the length of the wall to east from its face as much 
moisture as it could, and to keep the surfaces below it 
dry. For it helped to throw the running drips of rain 
as far from the window-sills as possible. It served the 
same office in the lower parts of the wall as a coping 
did on the top of the parapets. It is clear that every 
parapet had a function to perform. It prevented 
moisture from entering the upper edges of the walls, 
And it was weathered to cast the water away, ‘These 
parapets were always so handled in design as to keep 
their feeling or character in sympathy with that of the 
building as.a whole, Sometimes they were quite level, 
straight and severe. Sometimes they were broken into 
a delightfully varied, almost undulating fine to make 
them less rigid in their look ; perhaps in response to 
some idea of playful fancy struck elsewhere about 
the walls, But their office, their practical function, 
‘was not overlooked however much they were changed 
in the smaller details of their form, 

‘The windows were placed where they were wanted, 
where they would be most required, always. no doubt 
with some definite consideration for the general ap- 
pearance of the building. But they were not allowed 
to override and control the entire design, Strict ideas 
of balance anda forced symmetry did not rule. They 
‘were used but they did not become sole masters of the 
situation. If there was balance and symmetry, or a 
sufficient feeling of ordered design, in the larger parts 
of the main masses, the subordinate and practical 
features, like these windows, were handled with an easy 
freedom that gave the whole a variety to counteract 
what might become monotony. ‘The windows were 
for light and not for the amusements of design apart 
from their usefulness, ‘There is no doubt that win- 
dows were made much of as an architectural oppor- 
tunity, ‘That was natural and showed a sure sense of 
architectural resource, But use was their first and not 
their last consideration in placing and shaping them, 
‘Their shape and size was full of variety in any one 
house, and they were changed in shape and size in 
every different house to suit every difference in design. 
‘They were often so large as to occupy almost the whole 
space of a wall, And when this was s0 they produced 
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no sense of weakness, For they were never great 
gaping voids like holes knocked through the masonry. 
‘They were rather like patterned diapers pierced 
through the mass of stone or brick. And though they 
let the light go through, the surface plane of a wall was 
not destroyed because they still remained a part of it, 
and carried easily, by a device of posts and rails, mul- 
lions and transomes, piers and beams, of stone or wood, 
all the weight placed over them, 

‘The root forms, the gables, and the chimneys were 
used in all eases as most important parts of the general 
shaping or outline of the architectural masses, And 
these shapes of lines were asa rule kept as simple and 
direct as possible. Complicated intersections among 
the roof slopes were avoided, And the carpenter's 

k supporting them could as a consequence follow 
with simple structural methods, ‘The line of the gables 
seldom followed any eccentric shape, But the stiff 
strong line of their copings was changed in some 
instances and given a stepped, or other, form, “The 
chimneys were looked upon with great’ favour, even 
affection, ‘They were a somewhat new thing. But 
they were a practical need in these houses, And in 
their builder's hands they were developed into an asset 
of great architectural significance and beauty, ‘Their 
relative importance was expressed quite clearly in 
their shape, their size, and their bulk, as well as by the 
care with which their lines were designed and by the 
decorative detail that was added, with so much valuable 
effect, to their main forms, When they were asso- 

iated with roofs of considerable height, having a quick 
itch for their slopes, these chimneys were lifted high up 
ke watchers above the whole building, And. thet 
rose up like this for good sound reasons of a practical 
kind. "For eight helped the necessary draught and 
it also made it possible to avoid the disturbing effect of 
‘cross-currents of wind moving aver the roofs, or passin} 
by any surrounding trees or higher parts of the building 
itself, ‘These few obvious remarks will serve to show 
how nearly everything can be made beautiful out of 
next to nothing by those who know how to do its 
And that these men did know how, their buildings 
prove beyond a doubt, 

‘To attempt even a short description of some of these 
houses would be tedious ; to give a bare list of them, 
would mean an almost endless catalogue, ‘To appre 
ciate and really know them they must be actually seen, 
And once seen they are always admired, ‘This admira- 
tion increases with the knowledge we can gain by inti 
mate acquaintance alone. Any illustration of them 
can only be in the nature of a first introduction to 
beautiful things which are things in kind ; but they are 
infact, kell the works in which a Gothie thought ail 
lives, things with a strong, an all-pervading personal 
quality ; 30 full of a winning charm, ands most ine 
Viting loveliness and beauty, all their own, 
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‘The important matterto observeaboutall thispeculiar 

wer in architecture is that it rests on nothing that can 
Percalled anything by name in terms of scholarship. 
Tt has no labels, It depends on no convenient rules 
that schoolboys use, It is above and beyond them 
all, These buildings clearly have in them a form of 
tpeeth. ‘And there must somewhere be a grammar in 
that speech, But it seems to defy analysis. It is 
therefore the despair of scholars who are schoolmen, 
though it has always'been and will remain the school 
of great scholars who are workmen, designers, devisers ; 
men who can and must create in and by works, not 
words: For these reasons the text book of all Gothic 
artis a text of brick, of wood, and of stone, And itcan 
be read in the buildings themselves alone. ‘They are 
the only yolume in which the secrets of the builder, 
the craftsman, or the architect and master workman 
are truly revealed, 

‘There is little need to urge the Gothic character and 
quality in all these houses, It is evident. Iv is 
obvious. And it is generally admitted. That many 
showed in part, and mostly in small details, some 
tvidence of ftallan lufluence’none can, or need) deny, 
‘This only proves an English readiness to be receptive 
and 0 use contributions of skill and of idea from all 
quarters. The growth of the whole body of the 
national language in all its literary forms showed the 
same power to absorb useful elements, But it should 
have been the same in the language and traditions of 
architecture as it was with the language of the nation. 





In the one case the imposition of a foreign tongue had 
been refused and rejected more than once. In the 
other, as the history of English architecture shows too 
clearly, a foreign. idiom was imposed by foreign 
scholarship, brought from foreign schools, both by 
foreign and by English agencies. 

‘A question may be asked. What use is it now to 
dwell on these particular buildings ? We have already 
much knowledge of them. That is true. But it may 
‘be said we ean never know too much about them, And 
We shall probably: never know all the different influ- 
ences and powers, mental and social, political and 
ecclesiastical, that’ brought them into being. Our 
purpose in studying them is to bf and find, or to. 
suggest if we cannot find, some of the ideas, the prin- 
ciples and methods of work, that seem to be hid in 
them. It is important that we should know more if 
we may, because they are the result, the evidence of 
‘what an English national building, and craft, tradition 
could do, For if we can see how they worked who 
used that tradition we may recover a way to freedom, 
sa way of release from many misconceptions which have 
long held English architecture in the chains of custom 
foreign to its own ori 

"This English tradition was a real living thing. By 
it, English architecture was made a compelling, living 
force, and by that tradition, and it alone, can we revive 
this architecture again to-day and make it as vital as 
before. Are there not many signs that this tradition 
is being recovered ? 
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Preservation of Ancient Monuments and Historic 
Buildings’ 


BY SIR FRANK BAINES, C.V.0., C.B.E., DIRECTOR OF WORKS, H.M. OFFICE OF WORKS, 


DO not think it is necessary before this audience 
it attempt to state a case illustrating the value of 

reserving our Ancient Monuments and Historic 
Buildings. ‘They are a part of the culture and history 
of the British people, Gad. propoas to take It fer 
granted that we are in agreement as to the essential 
‘iced for their retention and preservation, ‘These 
buildings are « signal record of a previous social tradi: 
tion which brings down to our mechanical and compe- 
titive agea suggestion of « saner spirit and finer method 
of life. It has been well said that “the present is 
‘charged with the past and is big with the future” and 
that the more perfect and ordered the record of 
tradition is, the more the race of man becomes as one ; 
living, learning and advancing, It is, therefore, the 
more interesting to be able to record’ that the Value 
given to buildings and historic monuments at the 
present time would appear to he increasing year by 
year, This interest or sense of value is tot spent 
‘Upon works involving soulless repetition of ancient 
detail and models, an archaistic idolatry of restoration, 
but is a due and effective renewal of the material and 
spirit of a past time and its usages, which attempts to 
ive a clear historical synthesis involving a re-orienta- 
tion of the study of tradition, 

Refore discussing the question in detail, 1 should like 
to wuggest to you first of all what we mean when we 
uuse the word “ preservation.” Clearly we do not 
mean restoration, or replacement of what is gone ; we 
lo not mean renovation or renewal, ‘These latter 
phrases are dangerous phrases; they are sometimes 
used by people—entirely conservative in their sym- 
pathies—as though they were interchangeable with the 
erm." preservation.” Of course they are not inter- 
eAteabtes and it is necessary to define the word 
preservation" as meaning a method involving the 
retention of the building or monument in a sound 
static condition, without any material addition thereto 
or subtraction therefrom, so that it can be handed 
down to Futurity with all the evidences of its character 
and age unimpaired. Restoration may be a word 
justifiably describing « method of preservation, but T 
wish to make it clear that that method is not the 
method advocated here, ae ‘ 

‘There are two main advantages in rigidly adhering 
to some such general interpretation of the term " pre- 
servation” as 1 have suggested. One is that it 
js incumbent upon the technician dealing with the 
work of preservation to sink his individuality to the 


* Real before the Society of Art, 12 December, by whore 
[permission itis published. 
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uttermost and merely to throw up the distinctive 
character and individuality of the work of the mediseval 
constructor. You will doubtless agree that it is of 
Primary importance that the work of the mediaeval 
constructor should be preserved without any alteration 
‘whatsoever, if that is statically possible; and that in 
no instance should repetition work involving the con- 
struction of even technically accurate and perfect 
teplicas of a feature of old work, however beautiful, 
be permitted, 

‘The second main advantage J have in mind is that 
the methods of preservation advocated here involve 
vaatly less expense than the methods of restoration, 
renovation or replacement, Many instances could be 
given of this, and in these difficult times of financial 
stringeney the virtue is twofold, one in the limitation 
‘of Government expenditure, and two that the limitation 
directly preserves unimpaired, and in its original form, 
and character, the monument or building being dealt 
with, Indeed, it should be an invariable tule to spend 
as little as possible upon the work of preservation of a 
building or monument. ‘There is, however, need for 
further definition, ‘The work of preservation should 
aim at some finality so that repeated returns to the 
structure need not be made ; restless, continual and 
piecemeal patching of a monument is rightly provocu- 
tive of criticiam, Indeed, with many reat structures 
such 4 policy would be extravagant in the extreme, as 
the question of scaffolding alone is » prohibitive tem 
of coat. 

As to th * Ancient Monument " and His: 
toric Building.” ‘The first has heen defined as a struc. 
ture uncler or above ground which possesses Value as an 
historic or artistic monument. It may be a movable or 
immovable object handed down from a previous age, 
which as a structure or erection has specific public ins 
terest by reason of its historic, architectural, traditional, 
archeological or artistic interest, 

‘The term" Historic Building " could clearly be com- 
prehended as coming within the definition of " Ancient 
Monument," but the expression generally is used to 
denote a building which still partly retains its character 
as a building for use, although it may or may not be in 
use as originally designed. Historic buildings in use 
must be subject to some elasticity of treatment, more 
40 than the buildings which are not in use as structures 
to afford cover, or which are not functioning for any 
Purpose as occupied buildings J 

he treatment of Ancient Monuments in the 
may be referred to under three headings—the first. re- 
grettably represented by the word. demolition : the 
























































PRESERVATION OF ANCIENT MONUMENTS AND HISTORIC BUILDINGS 


second, by the word restoration; and the third, by 
the word preservation, 

‘The first phase clearly can be said to date from the 
awa of history and to have been arrested in part only 
+0 late as the early years of the nineteenth century. 

‘The restoration phase approximates roughly with the 
nineteenth century, but the effects of this phase are, of 
course, in evidence to-day, 

‘The true conception of preservation is quitea modern 
conception, and its early and tentative proposals as a 
consistent scheme of treatment hardly go further back 
than the period within the memory of living man, 

Demolition applied to buildings which at the time 
would surely be called historic buildings, and which to- 
day we should look upon with the utmost reverence and 
respect, was. universal amongst Greck, Roman and 
medial builders. 

‘The expression of national greatness and the rivalry 
berween Local communities ik the erection of rons 
ments more magnificent than those erected by their 
predecessors were always in the past considered a suffi- 
cient excuse for the total destruction of earlier work, 
‘nor would it appear that any sense of guilt existed when 
this destruction was undertaken, 

Even the great masters of the Renaissance in Italy, 
who founded much of their work ‘upon the work of the 
ancient builders of the past, appeared to be quite con- 
{ent to destroy and to utilise the material with which 
these older monuments were built, for their own erec- 
tions. Although there is a record that as far back as the 
fourteenth century the city statutes of Rome banned 
under heavy penalty the defacing of the vestiges of the 
‘ancient city, these statutes would appear to have been 
lapel disegarded, 

‘The growth of archeological reseatch in Italy in the 
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries may well be said to 
mark the starting point of a more intelligent apprecia- 
tion of the works of the past. Practical results did 














follow as yet, and when they did follow the practi 


Work was rather in the nature of restoration than 
preservation as previously defined. 

Even when archicology was studied scientifically, 
Lord Elgin would seem to have had no compunction 
in removing the treasures of Greece to this country, 
While as late a8 1877 Cleopatra's Needle was brought to 
this country and set up by the Thames to decay under 
theucid-laden atmosphere of modern London. 

Without any apparent discrimination the Gothic 
architecture of France was robbed of its ancient fittings ; 
and similar destruction was being wrought in this 
country at Salisbury and elsewhere. Attempts were 
made to classicise the Choir of Chartres Cathedral and 
St. Méry in Paris ; and although the drawings of ancient 
work published by antiquaries were painstaking to 
degree, many of them were found to be comparatively 
valueless as bistorical records, 























‘Towards the close of the eighteenth century and in 
the beginning of the nineteenth century, the writings of 
Sir Walter Scott and the drawings of Samuel Prout as- 
sisted in spreading interest in the mediaval architecture 
in this country—assisted, of course, by the Oxford 
Movement—with the unfortunate result that in many 
cases the work of a later period, even then of some his- 
toric value, was ruthlessly swept away to give place to 
lifeless replicas of medieval work and handicratt. 

‘On the Continent there was an awakening of interest 
in ancient buildings, as is indicated by Government 
action which took place in several countries from the 
seventeenth century onward; and the Papal States 
and the provinces of Tuscany, Lucca, ete., now com- 
posing the kingdom of Italy, issued edicts’ aiming at 
the preservation of historic work. ‘These edicts were 
consolidated in 1902, and further legislation has taken. 
effect as recently as 1920, while it is interesting to 
record that the Grecks took immediate advantage of 
their independence to stop the spoliation of the incom= 

arable monuments for which their country is famous, 
Py the passing of an Actin 1834. 

In Belgium, Church properiy was safeguarded hy a 
royal decree in 1824, supplemented in 1835, 

In Germany, regulations for the preservation of its 
ancient monuments have been framed since 1815, and 
although they would not appear to bave statutory sane: 
tion, much respect was shown for the monuments 
Indeed, Germany is richer at the present time in 
medisval Church furniture than any other country of 
Europe, 

Scandinavian counties,were nthe Sl an erly as 
the seventeenth century aiming at the preservation of 
their ant ies, while in France the appointment of » 
General Inspector of Historic Monuments in 1834 was 
followed by numerous enactments aiming at preserva- 
tion, although the understanding of that term in 
France, unfortunately, would appear to be vastly 
different from the understanding in England, 

In Austria a Royal Central Commission was estab- 
lished about 1864, and in Hungary ancient monuments 
were placed under the protection of the State in 1881, 

England, in aecordance with her democratic’ social 
organisation, appeared to await the expression of public 
opinion before committing herself to statutory ensct- 

nd it was not until 1882 that the first Bill deal- 

ing with the subject became law. Generally, privately 
‘owned monuments and historic buildings in Europe 
are not under Government control, with exceptions in 
Italy, Hungary and France. In France such monu- 
are not usually scheduled, but compulsory pur- 

cchase is possible, as is also the case in Denmark and 
Greece. In Spain and Saxony official pressure is 
exercised, Switzerland even aids private individuals 
financially in. the upkeep of historic monuments, 
Sweden and Norway have got so far as to lay down the 
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inciple that a monument may be of such an age that 
itmay no longer be held to be private property, while 
Greece forbids the erection of lime kilns within two 
miles of classic ruins—for very obvious reasons. ‘This, 
however, did not prevent the demolition of the old 
Venetian ‘Tower on the Acropolis at Athens about 
1880, In India ancient monuments were protected 
by legislation in 1994, and certain of the States of 
‘America have laid down provisions in their laws for 
conservation. 

Unfortunately this general awakening of a regard for 
national monuments enused an outpouring of money, 
raised voluntarily or by compulsion, which went into 
the coffers of the would-be consetvers ; and, as a 
result, great works were undertaken which aimed not 
ft preservation but at restoration and renovation, and 
even at the removal of such work existing which did 
‘hot approximate to pre-existing remains. 

Ruskin did, indeed, preach conservation consistently, 
but even those who agreed in principle with preserva- 
tion of ancient monuments appeared to apply. in 
practice the principles of restoration. I could detail at 
Considerable length, if the time at my disposal would 

ad list of examples of this practice in France, 

involving a vast expenditure upon work of repetitive 

rebuilding. Such instances would extend into pages 

llustrating the grievous and heavy losses 

Which have been incurred ; partly, perhaps, at a con- 

sequence and a result of the scholarship and knowledge 
of M. Viollet-le-Duc. 

In England, as in France, the damage done owing to 
overprodiality of expenlture as been serious and 
irreparable, For example, to give one instance alone, 
the restoration of Worcester Cathedral between 1837 

\d 1874, which involved an expenditure of consider- 
ably over £100,000, resulted in handing down to us a 
building that is externally to all intents and purposes a 
modern structure. ‘There is no record that major 
structural problems were involved here, but a great deal 
fof money was spent on refacing owing to the character 
fof the red sandstone of which the cathedral was built, 
During the fiat fifty years of Queen Victoria's reign, 
well over {1,000,000 was spent on twenty of our cathe- 
Urals with results that the judicious can only deplore ; 
many of these buildings are now largely modern : par- 
ticularly is this so in the cases of Worcester, Chester 
‘and Lichfield, ‘The East window of Carlisle and the 
West window of York Minster, probably the finest 
examples of flowing tracery in this country, and pethaps 
in the world, were lost to us ; the whole having been 
renewed in both cases. Need I say again that replicas 
of ancient work, however perfectly and accurstely 
executed, can have no real historic or archieological 
value whatever. 4 

‘Again, long lists of instances could be given of what 
we have lost in England during the restoration period ; 
the records exist and afford the most painful reading 
to-day, in the annual reports issued by the Society for 


106 












































the Protection of Ancient Buildings, founded in 1877 
to educate the public on the lines of conservation and 
preservation as opposed to restoration and renovation, 

‘A word of sincere appreciation of the great work 
carried out by this society is, I think, called for here. 
Its aim has been consistent throughout ; namely, to 
enlist the sympathies of the British public in the con- 
servation of every fragment of old work as opposed to 
repetitive restoration ; and if such views are slowly 
percolating downward to that suppostitious person 
“the Man in the Street,” it is largely due to the fine 
propaganda work done by this society. 

‘Now that legislation is taking its hand in dealing with 
the problem, certain results accrue which it is claimed 
should instruct the public still further int tance 
of the principles laid down, Certain classes of ancient 
monuments, etc., have been protected by Parliament 
by Acts passed in 1882, 1900 and 1910. ‘These Acts 
were repealed in part by the Ancient Monuments Con- 
solidation and Amendment Act of 1913, and this Act, 
though of considerable importance, is strictly limited in 
scope, providing as it does a saving clause for buildings 
used as dwelling-houses, otherwise than by persons 
employed as caretakers, etc., and excluding also from 
the definition of the expression “ monument” any 
ecclesia building used forthe ime being foresee 
siastical purposes. ‘This exclusion in principle rules 
‘out all the great English cathedrals, many of the great 

es and monastic buildings, and nearly every church 
in this country; which should make it clear that the 
importance of obtaining agreement to the principles of 
preservation versus restoration is greater now than ever 

I should like to make it clear that the depart- 
mental organisation under which this work is carried 
out utilises the Ancient Monuments Advisor 
Boards appointed for England, Wales and Scotland, 
and it should be mentioned that our chairman this 
evening is a most distinguished member of the Engli 
Advisory Board, ‘The architological and historic 
aspects of the buildings are further safeguarded by the 
appointment of a Chief Inspector and Inspectors of 
Ancient Monuments, who advise the Department on all 
matters of archawological and historical moment which 
arise in connection with the proposed methods of pre- 
servation of the buildings. Ithas often been said that 
the Ancient Monuments Consolidation Act of 191 
imposes certain restrictions upon the freedom of the pri- 
vate citizen ; this is unquestionably true, and as a result 
of such restrictions the practice of the Government in 
regard to the national monuments in the charge and 
ownership of the Crown has been considerably affected 
and modified. ‘This point is of material importance, as 
it is clear that in imposing restrictions upon the private 
citizen the Government must assume an obligation to 
set its own house in order and to see that the national 
monuments under its control are properly administered 
and preserved. 












































(To be continued.) 
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\ BETWEEN THE CRAFTS AND THE ARTS 


A Distinction Between the Crafts and the Arts” 


BY F. W. TROUP [F], MASTER OF THE ART WORKERS’ GUILD 


eighties of last century, and before that they 

were known merely as "’ Applied Arts,” and in 
certain official circles they are still so known, ‘There were 
Supposed to be the three great sublimary arts—Painting, 
Sculpture and Architecture, ‘The last was not qui 
sublime, as it had to acknowledge, as coming within its 
control,’ perhaps I should, say rather as comi 
support, the “Applied Arts,” or the" Minor Arts, 
came to be called. We must come back to this point later 
‘on, Meantime what I want to say is that when the Atts 
und Crafts Exhibitions were first started, T began to send 
in various small exhibits, and one year these consisted of a 
set of decorated lead weights. Your first Principal, Pro- 
fessor Lethaby, fastened on these and without more ado 
hoisted me into the Council Schools, ax the teacher of a 
class of leadwork, and this brought me into direct touch 
with the Central School of Arts and Crafts, Bur Lethaby 
saw to it that we served an apprenticeship, 1, as the 
amateur plumber, and my more practical colleague Dodds 
‘were sent first to the Craft School in East London, where 
for a whole winter be and J carried on x class without any 
students, or rather we were our own pupils, making re~ 
search in the craft of ornamental leadwork to fit us for 
‘work in thisand other wchools, In those days the Central 
School was in Morley Hall, Regent Street, and our Lead 
Class. was crowded out into the Polytechnic opposite, 
Where it was housed in a sub-basement. 

Now I trust that the teachers and demonstrators of this 
school will acknowledge that Tam one of them first and 
‘a member of the Council second, and this, T take it, is 
‘one reason for my being asked to speak to you to-night. 
Rut at the moment whilst I am writing this 1 cannot for 
the life of me think what there isto say. 1 told your 
Principal us much, and added that 1 really never fele that 
knew anything at all and simply went on with my work, 
and on the whole that seems to me to be the best thing t0 
say to you" Goon with your work "—a remark more 
easily made than itis always to follow. ‘There are, how~ 
ever, a few points that may be usefully considered even 
‘bout that admonition, 

You students have in many respects a very fine time. 
If you don't make money as fast ax your brothers who 
hhave gone into business, you have at least, T hope, chosen 
your own line of work ; and even if itis not absolutely the 
craft you mont desired to follow, a eraft of any kind gives 
you an opportunity, a development—we should, I think, 
call it an education—almost closed to « man who takes up 
4 business career, If you have been lucky enough to get 
started on an art or eraft of your choice and suited to your 
abilities, the exercise of it becomes both your work and 
your recreation. There would seem to be no good reason 
‘why you should ever stop to play cricket ot golf, unless for 
the very subsidiary reason of health. But your heart will 
be in your craft and not in your tennis or golf. If you 
cq ital address, LEC. Central School of Ans and 


a A RTS and Crafts” were an invention of the 









































must stop to eat sometimes, mind you talk “ shop.” 
“Shop " is really the only rational talk there is, The 
Englishman's “ shop ” is the weather, and as he is never 
done talking weather he has no right to lay down the law: 
about the bad form of talking" shop "| 

Inall crafts the workman arrives at certain stages when 
the work is less interesting. It is, however, a necessary 
part and has to be done ; the ground has to be prepared, 
the plate flattened or a board sawn up by hand, Now lam 
‘convinced that it is an excellent thing to have this interlude 
‘wo the more highly skilled portion of a craftsman’s work. 
Te is one of the reasons why I said just now that you need 
no recreation—that comes in this part of your work, which 
is rest to the brain, and in some crafts it is exercise to the 
muacles as well, At worst, one of the ways to get over 
these less interesting nodes in work is to see how quickly: 
it can be done without losing good quality or finish—that 
alone will give it the touch of interest that links it to those: 
parts that call for greater mental effort and for that reason 
perhaps are the more attractive, But whatever you doy 
stick to it and don’t be slovenly, Slovenliness is one of 
the cardinal sins, 

‘Much of the routine work to which Iam now referring: 
‘ean be and often is cut out of modern craftsmanship by the 
use of machinery, or it may be left to what is loosely 
termed unskilled labour. It is easy to say, * Why not let 
‘steam, electricity, the circular saw, or the rolling mills do 
the heavy work for the craftsman ; let the colourman 
present the paints all ready for him to lay them on the 
‘canvas ; let the* ghost "in the sculptor’s studio: pe ind 
rough-hew the marble block and so forth?" All this may 
be plausible or even unassailable in logic, but none the less 
‘some will agree with me that it is by no means entirely gain 
‘even for the craftsman himself to cut down his share of the 
work to the interesting and what might be called the 
thrilling ” parts of it. 

‘We become involved here in much debated ground, the 
question of the man and the machin« the workman and 
his tools, What is a tool and when does it become # 
machine ? It has been said that it is @ tool so long as the 
workman masters it and it becomes a machine when it 
masters the man. It is not mere alliteration which orders: 
the delicate change in this sentence from workman when 
coupled with tool to mun with machine, In the deseend- 
ing scale the man becomes a hand when division of labour 
‘has gone so far as to reduce the man to a mere feeder ‘of the 
machine. 

But you will observe that the dictum is not an absolute 
‘and final one. If there is any truth in it at all, the man has 
only to master his machine to become a workman again and 
‘the machine a tool. If the workman is a craftsman, then 
the finished product may quite well not be factory produce 
only, but craftsmanship aided by machinery. 1 saw an 
‘example bearing on this quoted in the Press the ‘other day. 
‘One would imagine that the complicated machinery for 
manufacture of ordinary sewing cotton had eliminated all 
craftsmanship from the “ hands " attending the machines. 
‘Yet when one of the greatest firms in the trade started a 
‘sewing cotton factory in Germany and employed local 
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labour for the purpose, it was found that the thread could 
not be made. employees had not the traditional 
knowledge of how to attend the machines, The craft, the 
human element, may have been reduced to a point of such 
subtilty that it was supposed not to exist, but even in this 
extreme case it was by no means entirely eliminated, 

‘This idea is the basis underlying and is the great aim of 
the society called “ The Design and Industries Associa- 
tion"; namely, to make it possible for the workman to 
become muster of his machine ; to encourage the inven- 
tion and making of machines and processes which are 
capable of being governed by the craftsman. ‘These are 
the aims of the D.1.A., and not, as some hundicraftsmen. 
‘have asserted, to encourage the manufacture of machine- 
made goods that cannot be distinguished from handicraft 
work, ‘The latter is in actual fact what the D.1.A. is out 
to counter and oppose in every way. In this work it has 
‘a long row to hoe and should have the sympathy and en- 
‘couragement of all true hundicraftsmen. We know that 
the inventors and designers of machinery can Produce 
machines that will do almost anything, good, bad or ine 
ey, indifferent, and another object of the Association 
is to head off the demand for the last two, so that a deniand 
may be made on the designers of machines to produce one 
that in its turn produces good products, straightforward, 
simple and fit for their purpose, eachewing and avoiding 
ull pretence at being the work of the handicraftaman. . , 

1 know that some of you are studying as designers of 
fabrics the bulk of which are woven i the power loom— 
in other words, you are designing work to be executed by 
machinery. In order to do this work well, to know the 
limitations which govern your designs, you must not 
merely follow the kind of design which has been found to 
answer hitherto. ‘That is not enough ; you ought to know 
something—in fact, a great deal—about the loom itself 
and learn exactly how a design prepared on paper is altered. 
in the translation into the actual material by the w wing. 
r ‘not free—you are putting on 
handicap beyond the natural and in 
































‘evitable limitations of the materials and the machine, 


‘This 


only one example among many, and the rule 

‘Make yourselves master of the machine 
its ways, else there is likelihood that the machine 
master your design and produce the insufferably 
indifferent. 

A joiner—or more likely the architect who makes the 
drawing for him—must know whether the door he is 
designing is to be made by hand or if the wood is to be run. 
through the machine, If it is to be machine-made, the 
‘contour of the mouldings must be of a restricted shape to 
allow full advantage to be taken of the machine. ‘The 

ing machine, of “cutters,” as it is called, has its 
limitations, and the designer must know all about them, 
But there it nothing new in all this... . "The etcher and 
the printer alwayn had to ka and work to suit their 
respective presses and the quality of their inks and paper. 
‘So had the lithographer and everyone else who had re 
course to what used to be called“ an engine ” to complete 

is work or assist his craft. 

1 have no wish to argue in favour of a complete return 
to the medieval workshop, but I think itis valuable to keep, 
lan eye on the change since those days and the difference 1t 
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necessarily makes to the craftsman, His work is, so t0 
‘speak, more concentrated, much of what used to be randall 
Jabous being now done for him by rolling mills, steam saw 
and other machinery. 

Perhaps in the art of painting that process has been 
carried furthest, Who can quote a painter now who 
grinds his own colours? On the contrary, I have heard 
Painters clamouring with the artist's colourman to strike 
ut of their price-lists all colours that are not absolutely 
sound and fast. Why? Because many painters know 
but little of chemistry and don’t wish to be troubled with 
it, « .. ‘That eliminates « great deal of the old craft 
knowledge from the art of painting and makes it the 
 sublimary " art par excellence. . . , 

‘The sculptor is not quite in the same position, He 
‘cannot have his materials prepared for hitn by a manu 
facturer. All he ean do is to employ a‘ ghost " with a 
Pointing instrument to act the part of the machine and. 
reduce the manual labout for the master, This is mnade 
possible by the extent to which sculptors have specialised 
in clay modelling, For bronze figures and modelled work 
‘clay or some kind of model is essential, a itis mnecessary 
preliminary in the process of casting in bronze or in any 
metal. But although it may be « help, a finished clay. 
model is not by any meuns essential nor was it always used 
bby the great sculptors of marble or atone, It is, however, 
very essential if a "' ghost ” is required to machine down, 
the block of stone for his employer, and in the sculptor's 
studio this is the counterpart to the use of machinery in 
other crafts, 

‘The sculptor ought to andl often does know all about the 
various stones and marbles, nerves his apprenticeship. in 
the working of them, and in that ease he becomes or ree 
‘mains more of a craftsman than, the painte 
tures, Tsuspect him, too, at timex of connivis 
4 "*minor art” in attendance on his brother architect, and 
aan excellent thing too, for it tends to keep him still more 
of w craftsman and in'touch with his younger brother the 
carver, ‘There should at bottotn be no difference between, 
these two, the sculptor and the carver. Roughly speak- 
ing, the former has specialised in the human form, bit 
that difference enables him to stand alone, ao to speak: 
allows of portraiture and opens to him at once the portals 
to the Fine Arts, closed to what I have called his younger 
‘orhumble brother, the carver. 

‘There seems to be no. valid reason 
should not also connive at being a" minor art" inatrende 
ance on his brother architect in exactly the same way ae 1 
have pictured the sculptor doing. It would help to make 
‘more of a craftsman of him and bring him also into touch, 
with his younger and disinherited brother, the houses 
painter. It would be better still if he would take tips 
from the coachbuilder, who knows how to do painting 
‘hat will stand even the London atmosphere. 

‘This last—the London atmosphere—is, 1 believe, one 
of the chief reasons why in this country painting and 
painters are leas seen in at ee on architecture thin 
are sculptors and carvers, Even amoke-begrimed sculfi~ 
Ture still tells and counts for something, but « smokes 

ke a plain wall smoke-begrimed 
he painter, unless he can finish i ke 
the top of a coach wr like Japanese lacquer, in which case 
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Painting could be wiped clean with a damp cloth ! 
"That would scem to be the only course open to painters till 
‘we cease to pollute the air with smoke and tar and acids, 

‘One thing I have noticed about painters is this, that 
‘every one of them without exception, as soon as he begins 
to paint on walls, perforce becomes the eraftsman at once, 
‘eager to know all about wall surfuces, how to prepare them 
and how itused to be done, the best mediums, and all such 
ings that used to form the craft of the painter and that he 
‘ought to have had hammered into him during an appren- 
ticeship, but which are now so far lost as to need much 
experimenting and disheartening failures to re-establish. 

1 spoke earlier in this paper of my having done some 
thing of this kind in regard to the handicraft working of 
lead. Tt was a counterpart to what painters—or shall we 
call them mural decorators ?—have to do. We had to dig 
up the old records int books, find out from engravings and 
descriptions the old tools and methods of working and 
then try and fail and try again, But the old methods of 
casting lead were still practised in a few places, and 1 
remember going to sce great sheets of lead cast in the 
erypta of St. Paul’s—the plumber's workshop of the 
cathedral. This on a Inrge scale is one of the most 
‘beautiful sights in all the crafts. The molten lead is tipped 
Up and in a boiling wave of silver spreads itself over the 
smooth surface of the sand bed and with a shiver freezes 
lead ready for a roof—the whole 
100 absurdly simple and much too like a nursery 
‘name for such a scientific age as this. In these researches 
we plumbers had one pull over painters and others en~ 
aged in similar work, and that was that in case of 

ilure everything went back into the pot again—perhaps 

little waste of time but none in material, 
‘To revert to mural painting for amoment and the smoke 
‘nuisance, Until we have decided to defy vested interests 
and get rid of smoke in our towns, ean we do nothing to 
‘encourage painting on the walls of our public and semi- 
public buildings ? What I said just now about frescoes 
in London was perhaps a slight exaggeration ; at any 
tate, frescoes make an extreme example, We ought, 100, 
even at some sacrifice, to be ready with mural painters 
wen the cleansing ofthe atmosphere ae come sbout, as 
come it must, sooner or later. . . .. It in extraordinary 
how nervous municipal and other authorities are about 
mural paintings, In many eases they don’t hesitate to 
‘employ a young architect to plan their buildings, which 
cannot be altered except at great expense, but hesitate 
Very much about employing young (or even experienced) 
painters to decorate their walls, which can be altered at 
the cost of » few shillings for whitewash. One reason for 
this dffidence is doubtless that so many more people think 
they know something about “art "—which they think of 
4s painting—than there are who know about architecture, 
‘This makes criticism (because it is 60 easy) of paintings 
more tiniversil. - . « 

‘The readiest way out of this dilemma is what has been 
tried before and should be tried oftener. Invite students 
to do the work and announce boldly that it is students? 
Work. Announce also that, if need be, it ean be painted 
out." Once get over this shy nervousness of painted walls 
and before many years are out the same students may find 
themselves called in to paint improved versions of their 





























early attempts, or, better still, odo more painting on other 
buildings. 
If objection on the score of cost is raised, my answer in 
simple and direct. Saye the money for painting by cut 
ting it out of the architect’s mouldings, comices, archi- 
raves and other trimmings that are thoughtlessly put on 
to modern buildings for no reason except that nobod) 
(except Voysey) has ever thought of omitting them, -Can'c 














‘we in this, at any rate, et back to cave dwellings?) There 
‘were no architraves then, but there were see 

I have almost overlooked the title of this paper: "A 
Distinction Between the Crafte and the Arta" (L think 


ppethaps it should have been in the singular, * Craft andl 
Art.”) Before you can make a clear distinction you must 
define the two things to be compared. Shall I attempt to 
define Art? I might read to you Tolstoi's volume on 
What is Art? Pethaps, however, you bad better read for 
yourselves the fifty or more definitions of Art which 
‘quotes from variout writers, Let us for the moment be 
content with a consideration of Craft. 1 would say that 
Craft is knowledge how to do or make things well. 
knowledge that cannot be acquired merely by reading or 
by going to classes only. It can hardly be attained at all 
‘except by actual practice—that is, you learn to do a thing 
Tes best acquired by the old system of. 
prenticeship, when it develops quite naturally, It forma 
elf into a kind of collective instinct, evolved by tradition 
—best methods of work being handed on from father (0 
‘son, from the master eraftsman to the apprentice 

Considering Craft in this way, we see that it has an iin= 
proving, developing element in it, A good workman hex 
‘fresh idea and adds it to the common stock, or he over= 
‘comes a difficulty, und that is handed on, Lf poor work- 
min follows, these things are not necessarily lost—they are 
taught him ‘in his apprenticeship and he does the xood 
thing because he knows no other and is not allowed to 
know any other. If he does not advance he ut least does 
not fall back until another good man comes along. with 
another fresh idea—not a revolutionary outburst and 
certainly not “an original design ”-—no craft could stand 
that—but just little new way of doing some part of the 
‘work better than ever it was done before. By this means 
the development of a Craft was cumulative, accretions 
nothing was lost or dropped except the less sgood and lest 
efficient—not unlike the struggle for life in the "* natural 
selection " of Charles Darwin. 

Now this is how Crafts have developed—must have 
developed until they reached a very high level of excellence 
and all the members of a craft were kept up to the stan 
dard. It is not our purpose now to consider whether and 
to what extent some of the crafts have deteriorated and the 
cause thereof ; itis sufficient to know that many still carry 
‘on and that much craftlore is handed on bythe only sound 
method, by tradition or legucy from one worker to his 
follower. 

‘Now let us tum back to architecture, the Art to which 1 
referred as being considered not quite so far sublimated as 
painting and sculpture. ‘That was perhaps intended to 
apply more to the modern practice of architecture. Archi- 
tecture, as everyone knows, has been called the Mother of 
the Arts, It might better be described ax the Art of 
uniting ail the crafts for its own ends, and not necessarily. 
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selfish ends, On the contrary, real architecture in com~ 
bining and unifying the crafts bestows on cach its best 
‘opportunity, At its best architecture is the spirit which 
should permeate this union of the erafts, blending and 
fusing them into a single whole, "Thus architecture is at 
Jeaat the matrix of the erafts. But in modem times the 
Brctice of architecture hes developed # new craft of its 
‘wn, which might very well be called the Paper Craft— 
the art of representing in two dimensions what has ulti- 
mately to be ereated in three—to show, in fact, what » 
solid looks like when projected on to a plane surface or 
plan, So far as the practical side of an architect's work in 
connection with buildings is concerned, this business of 
planning has, as I say, developed into something very like 
‘one of the crafts. ‘The architect has filched much of it 
from the joiner, the mason and other craftsmen, and made 
it his own to auch an extent that these now are dependent 
‘on the paper craftsman for instructions and information 








‘ow although the architect ip responsible for having 
started this paper craze, some of the less dependent crafts 
have followed suit in order that they might show to the 
ignorant architect what lovely things the craftsmen can 
also doon paper. .... ‘The workshop way of putting the 
hecessary dimensions on uw setting-out board or for large 
things in the pattern loft is, after all, the right way. Tt 
puts a Timit on sheer draughtemanship and the prett 
pretty and gives a chance to the material under the crafts~ 
man’s own guidance and fancy. 

‘Then there are the books of reference—paper again 
Hooks and books and photographs crammed full up of 
everything that was ever done in Egypt, China or Perw 
The architect uses them, the blacksmith uses them, the 
carver uses them, the plasterer utes them, so that every~ 
thing that was ever done anywhere before is being copied in 
score of different countries. Orders are given to the 
‘architect by his elient from books—for clients haye them 
as well as the architects. Thus he gets an order for 
palace which is to be exactly like the one on paye so.and so 
in such and stich book, and like as not this turns aut to be 
cottage, ‘That is detail every architect of the modern 
School is equal t0, ‘Then, as the house happens to be 
built on a steep slope, the owner naturally wants a jearden 
like Hampton Court, with a eanal and water garden, or if 
it is dead flat ground he is sure to demand an upper and « 
Jower terrace" like that beautiful one on page 195 ( 
Tam sending you the book).”” ‘The idea of making, say, 
ironwork suit its purpose first and develop the fun and 
amusement that can be got out of the making of it for that 

irpose, or the idea that the garden migght possibly be « 
Detter ane by leaving it alone or at any rate in laying it out 
to refrain from asking the help of earthquakes—these, it 
would acem, are difficult ideas for x man with money in 
his pocket to spend, I could quote to vou actual examples 
Where the kindof thing 1 have been, describing as taken 
place ; things which are very much due to people wanting 
to copy or reproduce what has been done before or what 
they: have seen elsewhere, never stopping to think that 
‘every site and every house Would develop its own indi- 
Viduality if chance were given to the conditions, the 
requirements and the materials available to dictate its 
character. 
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Among the many things which an architect should know 
and is supposed to learn for this paper eraft of his are such 
things as the proper proportions for the steps ofa staircase: 
A stair may be an easy one or it may have to be a steep 
fone, but in either case there is a right and a wrong series 
of dimensions, including the height of the handrail and 
‘other things of the same kind, The architect must know 
the correet height for a tuble, a chair, « sink or basin, and 
the proper width of a passage or a door. _ All these belong, 
to his paper craft, Much of it is a craft of dimensions, 
based on thehuman form, ‘The dimensions are not rigid 
bbut there are limits which he must never exceed either 
way, otherwise he evolves bad and uncomfortable dwel- 
lings, wasteful plans and costly houses. Knowledge of 
things of this sort has to be acquired by the young archi~ 
tect in the first years of his career. It is taught him during 
bis anprenicesbip, if he serves over probably he picks 
‘up some of it as w pupil or improver and succeeds in finds 
ing out the rest at the cost of his earlier clients when, as 
often happens, he starts practising before he has learned. 
his paper craft. 

But, you will say, all this is merely a matter of building 
and hits little to do with the art of architecture. ‘That ix 
‘quite true, if architecture merely consists of w screen of 
columns, arches und cornices neatly fitted on the outside 
ff your building, with other columns planted about inside 
wherever there is room or excuse. ‘This particular brand 
‘of architecture fits our paper craft admirably. On paper 
it can be made to look handsome, bright and sparkling, 
It can be made, too, to auggest a reminiscence of the great 
works of the past. The screen of columns, etc., must not 
feproduce a Greck temple with w building pushed inside. 
‘That was sometimes done a century ago, but at present 
the system ix more subtle and only allows us, i€ T may be 
permitted to quote an example, to Selfridgine one side of 
‘Oxford Street. 

Mind you, it is a great game of skill, this assorting of 
columns, extracting and fitting together features and 
details from historic styles of the past, Handled by clever 
and learned players it would deceive, ifthat were possible, 
‘even the elect ; but itis exactly the same game that wai 
played forty, fifty, sixty years ago in the Gothic revi 
an episode thut is scorned by the players of the up-to-dat 






































ume. 

If what {have here briefly described js architecture, 1 
have nothing more to say, but is it? T have already ven- 
tured to call architecture the spirit that permeates build. 
ing. or—to vary the metaphor—we might call it the mag- 
netic force that attracts, unites and holds together all the 
incillary crafts, Now I grant you at once that this spirit 
and force may exist even in the north side of Oxford. 
Street and in buildings of the Gothie revival, But to 
exist is not enough; it must pervade andit should be able 
like a live tree to throw out shoots and blossom of ite own, 
a thing impossible to expect from dead leaves and resusci 
tated limbs collected from what were long ago living and 
inspired creations. 

‘What must we do, then, to acquire, to capture this 
lusive spiric, this force or energy that is to inspi 
‘animate the crafts, to transform building into architecture? 

‘Wel, first and foremost, I would advise you not to think 
too much about it. Tf you have a seed to sow, do you 
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“write an essay on germination? Nos you prepare some 
soil, you sow the seed and water it, No amount of think 
ing will help it a bit and the spirit of architecture is like 
that, Ie will spring up itself, if the ground on which itis 
planted is dug about and laboured on with zeal and with 
searching of heart, What I said before to craftsmen 1 
may repeat here to the young architect anxious about his 
art: Get on with your work whatever it may happen to 
bbe and do it as well as you know how.” ‘The workin hand 
may only be drains. Well, get them out of the way as 
thoroughly and efficiently a possible—the better chance 
for architecture to come in," Despise nothing and leave 
nothingneglected, Itisa trite saying : "* Never despai 
but no man worth his salt ean escape a fit of the " blues 
oceasionally, Well, when it does come you must wait till 
{tis over, and meantime carry on with any uninteresting 
Work that comes to hand. It is my belief that the reverse 
mood is the more dangerous one, when brilliant ideas 
come flying off like sparks from a grindstone. Tt ix safer 
tweenjoy these fireworks while they last und then aleep over 
them. In the cold light of the morning you wil, if you 
are wise, scrap the results, A great architect, speaking on 
this subject, once said, “" When a man feels specially proud 
and pleased vith some particular feature of the work be 
engaged on let him cut tha part out, Later be will be 
wa 

All this may sound a little hard and possibly uncon- 
ineing, but what I want to come to is this, that the arc! 
tect cannot, any more than the handicraftsman, gain, his 
end by trying to depute all the uninteresting parts of his 
‘work and reserve to himself what we have been calling the 
thrilling parts alone. And yet it is this attitude towards 
architecture that has filled our modern streets with s0 
much medioere work, this acrabbling at the skin of things. 
For that is what it comes to-a8 soon as you begin to elimi- 
nate parts of the work you like least and depute them to 
others. “The mental attitude of the architect towards his 
‘work should be, us it were, from the core and structure 
‘outwards, and anything that detracts from this attitude 





























lessens his grasp of the whole and is likely to leave hi 
grappling with nothing deeper than the surface finishing 
and) outward appearance of his building. this 
it but a step to the popular supposition that 
Boilding is one thing and architecture is another that can 
be added, if required, at so much per square foot extra. 

‘So we have the two ideas of architecture, the false one 
assuming that it consists of trimmings to be added or put 
fon like a garment, subject to fashions, subject to styles, 
subject to periods, and the true one with the spirit inform- 
ing and vitalising the whole structure—a spirit not to be 
ought and not easily captured. Where it does exist, 
‘will show itself on the most meagre and plainest of bu 
ings, more readily perhaps than it will through the lavish 
trappings of a rich and sumptuous one. 

‘You will think T have unduly laboured what may be 
thought and what may be said on architecture, but funda~ 
‘mentally and with slight variations most of those remarks 
could be applied to any of the crafts. As we saw before, 
the congeries of crafts which contribute to the making of s 
building must each be animated by this self-same spirit 
if the structure is to emerge from its chrysalis state, 
not as building but as the something more which is 
architecture, 

‘After all, then, by @ circuitous route we do actually 
arrive at some kind of understanding of what the dis- 
‘tinction is between Craft anid Art, 

We have scen that the spirit that may infuse building, 
and. trinsform it into architecture must in like manner 
permente the craftaman's work if it is to be more than a 
piece of dull manufseture. And notwithstanding. their 
Alleged sublimation, both paintingand sculpture are crafts, 
and even they do not rise above the level of dull manu 
facture " unless animated and elevated into the something 
‘more which js Art. . 

‘We must never strain a metaphor too far, but with this 
proviso [ think we might liken the union of the two, Art 
and Craft, to a living body—Craft taking the place of the 
‘material body in which Artis the vitalising sp) 













































Northamptonshire’s Tribute to the President of 
the R.LB.A. (Mr. J. Alfred Gotch) 


_ Typical representatives from all parts of the county of 
Northamptonshire. were present ata complimentary 
luncheon given in honour of the President of the Institute 
at Northampton on the 1th instant, 

With regard to the occasion, Sir A. Brumwell ‘Thomas 
writes © 

""Hf Dr. Johnson was right in what he wrote in one of 
his letters to Sir Joshua Reynolds, that every man 
possessed with the desice to appear considerable in his 
ative place, then the President of the Royal Institute 
rust have realised at the ceremonial at Northampton last 
week one of the greatest of human wishes. Certainly 
those of us who went down from London came away with 
the impression that the Royal Institute itself appeared 
more considerable by reason of the tribute that was paid 
to Mr-Gotch by his native county at the luncheon given 




















in his honour, presided over by the Marquis of Exeter 
Lord Lieutenant of the county, and attended by a great 
‘company, not only of architects practising in Northamp- 
tonshire, but also many county people connected with t 

iblic life in Northamptonshire—the Bench, of which 
Nie. Gotch is'a justice ; Quarter Sessions, of which he is 
Deputy Chairman, and other bodies with which he is 
eonin 

Colonel Stopford Sackville, in proposing the toast of 
the guest of the day, gave expression to the great regard 
in which Mr, Gotch is held in the county for the contribu= 
tion he has made to architecture and for his services in 
the public and official life of the county, Mr. Gotch 
‘comes from a county rich in the tradition of the period 
of architecture with which his name in literature is 
associated, and he brings a wide experience in. public 
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affairs that will be invaluable in the conduct of the affairs 
‘of the Royal Institute during his presidency.” 

‘The lorge and distinguished company of guests in- 
cluded: The Marquis of Exeter, Lord Lieutenant of 
Northamptonshire (in the chair), Lord Lilford, the 
Marquis of Northampton, Sir Charles Knightley, Bart., 
Sir Ryland Adkins (Chairman of Northamptonshire 
County Council), Sir Arthur de Capell Brooke, Bart.. 

A. Brumwell Thomas, Sir Henry Randall, Colonel 

Stopford Sackville, Mr, C. Smyth, the Mayor of 











5. 
Northampton (Councillor T. 1D. Lewis), Mr. 
Surtoris, Mr. G, Reavell (Vice-President Northern Archi- 


tectural’ Association), Mr. 5. F. Harris (President of 
the Northamptonshire Associ¢ of Architects), Colonel 
John Brown, Mr. G. Brudenell, Mr, W. G. Dobie (Presi- 
dent Liverpool Architectural Association), Colonel G. 
Eunson, Mr, 'T’. C. Gotch, Mr. H, Hankinson, Mr. Owen: 
Parker, Mr, J, D, K, MacCallum, Dr. A. H. Millington, 
Mr. A! Keen (Hon. Secretary R. Mr. lan Mac 
Alinter (Secretary R.L.B.A.), re i 

Colonel Stopford Sackville said, in the course of his 
xpeech proposing the health of Mr, Gotch, it wax 
surely no slight achievement for Mr, Gotch to have 
become so well known in the world of art as to climb 
to the top of the architectural profession, and emerge out 
of the twilight of provincial renown into the noontide of 
metropolitan cele! . Burall were agreed the honour was 
‘well deserved by his literary gifts and prectical talent, of 
which he (Colonel Sackville) had proof at Drayton. 
Colonel Sackville expressed the pious wish that as rural 
and urban districts have inspectors of nuisances a1 
veyors of roads, they might also have travell 
to whom the passing of plans for new bi 
restoration of old might safely be entrusted: ‘They con- 
wratulated Mr, Gotch on the signal honour that been 
conferred upon him, and with all their hearts wished him 
Jong life and prosperity. 

Mr, \. in his reply, said >— 

I find it difficult to express in adequate words my 
heartfelt thanks for the manner in which this tonst has 
been proposed and accepted. 

When I look upon the pictures which have been 

drawn I cannot but admire and be thankful for the 
kindness of the hands that wielded the brush, In 
truth, looking at the position from my own point of 
view, I can discern little but an endeavour on my own 
part to do what came to hand with what ability 1 might. 
Bic it feet that the colours have been applied with « 
full brush, I am none the less grateful for its generous 
use. I cannot too deeply thank the speakers for their 
kind words, nor you, my lords and gentlemen, for 
receiving them in so kind a spirit. 

‘More especially is this the case when I remember 
that this distinguished company is largely, although not 
‘entirely, composed of dwellers within the county ; for 
1am a Northamptonshire man from the crown of the 
head to the sole of the foot : and, in a transverse direc- 
tion, from any one suitable point to another. 

Being thus a Northamptonshire man, and pursuing 
architecture within its boundaries, it is with singular 
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pride and satisfaction that I find myself placed in the 
presidential chair of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects : for that fact is significant of the widening 
of interests in the Institute. This is the first time 
that a President has been chosen whose headquarters 
lie outside the London cab radius. 

‘The Royal Institute has been in existence now for 
some go years: it was founded as a Learned Society, 
and ithas numbered among its members practically all 
those architects who have left their mark on modern 
British architecture. But with the passing years and 
the inevitable changes accompanying them, its scope 
hhas slowly altered, and, although we have not dimin- 
ished in our love of learning, we have widened: our 
borders in the desire to include in our ranks all archi- 
tects of ability and good fame, whether steeped in learn 
ing or not, "Local societies have been taken into alli= 
ance, not only from England, Scotland, Wales and Tre= 
Jand, but from the Dominions aver the sea ; and i 
‘exaggeration to say that wherever the British Flag flies, 
there isthe influence of the Royal Institute felt = estab 
lishing a high standard of professional conduct, helping 
the student in his studies, examining him as to his com+ 

and passing him forward well equipped for hin 

career, and filled with the devout, ifsometimes delusive, 
hope that he may acquire that modest share of pros 
ity to which alone the average architect can aspire. 

‘or the average architect dare not pitch his ambitions 
too high; with him virtue is largely its own reward. 
But fortunately the pursuit of his calling is itself a de 
fight, His interests are so varied, his knowledge must 
be so diverse, that, so long as he has any work, dull mo= 
‘ments can be but few. And outside his professional work 
there lies that vast, that fascinating region, intimately 
associated with his daily tasks, that a dotted over 
which is not only 



































with ancient buildings, the study of 
delightful in itself, but is of unspetkable value to him 
in attacking the problems of modern design, 

‘To preside over a body which includes the foremost 
architects of the time, and vast numbers of others, born 
to blush unseen, which keeps its finger on the pulse of 
far-distant lands, this is indeed a great honour and a 
great responsibility. But, as every organism adapts 
itself to its environment, as the dyer's hand is subdued 
‘to what it works in, so I trust to be enabled, with the 
help of a most loyal and efficient staff, to cope with 
whatever situation may arise, and (o maintain the high 
traditions of my predecessors. 

‘The duties of the President are varied and multi- 
farious, In addition to presiding at the ordinary func 
tions of the Institute, there devolves upon him the task 
of appointing suitable men as assessors of competitions 
and arbitrators in building disputes. He has to conduct 
delicate negotiations, to make tactful suggestions, to 
help his brethren in their occasional endeavours to 
move the inert mass of constituted authority, and to 
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advance the cause of architecture in all directions, and 
‘not least with the general public, 

Mand otlees duties cag line eared anione tise loca 
arduous is that of dining-out. If the esteem in which 
the Institute is held by other bodies is to be measured 
by the number of invitations which the President 
teceives to dine with them, then indeed is its reputation 
eoure: 

‘To comply with all these invitations the victim would 
need the bodily capacity of a Daniel Lambert, the ab- 
sorbent qualities ‘ofa Sir John Falstaff, the digestion of 
Gargantua, But with the help of yn constitution, 
and (when necessary) with ut f a skilled medical 
Scvisee Uhwope wo pelle, 

As for to-day—1 have no fears, for should outraged: 
‘ature Clarnour for healing and redress, the great law of 
compensation would come into play, and she would be 
more than recompensed by, the kindncss of this grest 
and distinguished gathering. 

T use no idle words when I say that the memory of 
this occasion will never fade, but will be cherished to 
the last day of my life, and it will, I hope, stifle the 
secret fear that the feast is rather the measure of your 
goodwill than of the merits of your guest, 

Ais Words soidgeatlemen at fhe sounty et tous 
peeeeel brethren, and all others from without its 

‘Jers, I thank you from the bottom of my heart. 

Sir Ryland Adkins ond the Marquis of Exeter, in sub- 
‘sequent speeches, referred to the President's public ser~ 
vices to the county and as an architect. 
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RAND-ON-THE-GREEN, CHISWICK. 


11 Gray's Inn Place, W.C.3, 
6 December 1923+ 




















To the Editor, Joursat, RABA— 

Six,—In the Builder of 23 November, there is a note 
to the effect that the new embankment wall recently 
erected by the Chiswick Urban District Council has 
been made to conform with the wishes of the Art 
‘Standing Committee of the R.I.B.A. by the addition of 
44 wide splayed coping, well weathered and projecting 
le. Further, that the R..B.A. has thanked the 
rick U.D.C. for the consideration shown to the 
Institute's wishes, 

‘The first part of this statement is so wide of the truth 
that the facts should be made known generally, as 
follows. 

Early in 1923 the attention of the Art Committee 
‘was called to the fact that the Chiswich U.D.C. was 
about to rebuild # portion of the embankment wall at 
the above. In view of considerable anxiety which was 
being shown by local residents and other members of 
the public as to the Chiswick Council's intentions the 
Art Committee approached the Chiswick Council on 














the matter. After repeated enquiries over a period of 
three months or so the Chiswick U-D.C, consented to 
an investigation of their isco 

‘Thereupon the Art Committee appointed three of 
its members, of whom I was one, to mect representa 
tives of the Chiswick U.D.C. and certain publi 
spirited residents of the neighbourhood on the site, 
when it was found that the work was already consider- 
ably advanced, and showed a portion of the wall com~ 
pleted and faced with random rubble masonry of a very 
ugly and mechanical appearance. It was explained 
that the wall was to be finished with an iron-spiked 
unclimbable fence. 

Following discussion the representatives of the Chis- 
wick U,D.C, agreed to the sus tion of the represen 
of Art Committee that the remainder of the wall 
facing should be of old stock bricks—of which the 
Council had plenty at their yard—of the character 
shown in parts of the old river walling, that the parapet 
should be finished with a plain, thin stone coping, and 
that the railing should be omits 

Some two months later the R.I.B.A. was informed 
by the Chiswick U.D.C. that they were unable to secure 
the necessary adjustments in their contract, and that 
the work was being continued according to the original 
scheme, In view of this a statement explaining the 
Institute's action in the matter was published in the 
Jouxnat and, I believe, in the architectural and general 
Press, 

Since the recent reference to the matter in the 
Builder Uhave visited the site and found the work com= 
pleted in the original ugly random rubble facing, 

inted in cement with « sort of engineering joint, and 

with a mechanically square and smooth stone 
coping, 14 inches by 3 inches in section, which does 
not project aver but is even a little narrower than the 
parapet wall, The effect is that of a slice of rather rich 
plum cake with a generous slab of almond icing to its 
the R.L.B.A. evidently thinks with me in this for it has 
swallowed it whole, 

"The Chistoick Times of 16-11-23 says that the letter 
from the R.LBA. states“... the work a8 now exe- 
cuted by the Chiswick Council at Strand-on-the-Green 
entirely meets the views of the Art Standing Com- 

» “Having now seen the wall I regard this state~ 
ith the greatest astonishment. 

Until one remembers that the composition of the 
present Art Committees not thesame as that of 1922-23 
iis dificult to understand its felings of approval 
and gratitude towards the Chiswick U.D.C., and.as one 
of the three representatives of the Art Committee of 
1922-23 I wish to dissociate myself entirely from any 
such complacence, 

‘To put the matter in a nutshell, the Chiswick U.D.C. 
has snubbed the R-LB.A. and the R.1LB.A, has thanked 
the Chiswick U.D.C. for doing so—I am, Sir, yours 
faithfully, rue Wetrono [4,]. 
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14 Gray's Inn Siguure, London, WC. 


17 December 1933. 
To the Editor, JOURNAL R.LB.A,. 

Dean Six, —As one of the Hon. Secretaries of the 
Art Standing Committee, 1 do not think it is within 
my province to enter personally into a discussion 
through the medium of the R.LB.A. Jounat, on the 
merits or demerits of what might—on the face of it— 
appear to be « somewhat unfortunate termination to 
the efforts of the Art Committee in this matter, but in 
view of the fact that the next meeting of the committee 
cannot take place unti early in the New Year, 1 feel 
that the inferences contained in, the latter portion of 
‘Mr, Welford’s letter should not be allowed to pass 
without some immediate comment. 

‘The present Art Standing Committee has in this 
particular matter endeavoured to secure continuity of 
action consistent with that taken by last year's 
mittee, and to this end one of the members who origi- 
nally acted with Mr, Welford on the small sub-com- 
mittee formed to deal with this matter, and who was, 
moreover, thoroughly acquainted with the whole cir- 
cumstances of the ease from its initiation, wax deputed 
to inspect and report on the work as finally executed, 
and it was solely on his advice and report that the letter 
‘of approval was sent to the Chiswick Council. 

Possibly this ine of action has not, in the present 
instance, led to the most satisfactory result, but be that 
as it may, the inferences that Mr. Welford draws 
regarding the ideals of the present committee as com- 

wed with those of last year must be seriously qualified 
hy these fucts, and possibly even more so when it is 
stated that of a total of 21 members, 13 of last year's 
committee still remain.—1 am, Yours faithfully, 

Winton Nuwnan [. 
Joint Hon. Secretary, Art Standing Coma 


CASEMENTS OR SASH WINDOW 


To the Editor, JOURNAL. RILB.A..— 

Dax Sit,-May I be allowed to give my opinion on 
this subject? 

whes with their finings and architraves give 4 

finished appearance to a room, well-made sashes 
very little trouble as regards noise, and the best flax 
lines last a long time. Ventilation is easy, both sashes 
can be opened ss required, and the frimes ean be 
bedded so that a large portion of the frame shows, thus 
siving the effect so pleasing in Georglan houses. 

‘An excellent window fitting was used in many of the 
‘schools erected by the London Schoo! Board which 
4 combination of sash and casement, the lower portion 
consisting of an ordinary pair of sashes, the head form- 
ing « transom above which i8 @ casement fitted with 
gearing to open and close, the whole of the sash bars 
are stout, the panes small so that the scale of the 
building is not destroyed by large sheets of glass, 
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Casements are objectionable in every way : the sills are 
frequently high above the floor, and the top so far 
below the ceiling, that the air’ of the room is not 
changed. 

When the casements are open the curtains are blown 
about, thieves can easily get in, and children fall out, 

‘The portion above the transom is rarely opened, and 
I have noticed that the majority on the Continent 
(especially in Holland) are fixed, except in very modern 
buildings, so that the rooms are without ventilation 
where it is most required. 

‘Therefore, in my opinion, the only merit in case~ 
ments is, the glass throughout the fagade is on the same 
plane —Yours faithfully, 








Henny Lovecnove [41). 


HISTORICAL MONUMENTS OF “ MINOR. 
IMPORTA) 1 

Mr. F, R. Hiorns has written the following letter to 
The Times with regard to the preservation of historical 
‘monuments of so-called minor importance 

In the interesting references in The Times of to-day to 
the publication by the Historical Monuments Commis~ 
mn of a further volume of the Essex survey, it is men- 
tioned that the monuments recorded for that county. 
reached the remarkable total of 5,596, ‘This bears ime 
pressive. wines to the exceptional Neath of our county 
in buildings, or parts of them, of historic and artistic 
interest. 

‘The published information also shows that the great 
mans of these exarnples are, in respect of size and location, 
what would be looked upon as works of minor importance 

, for example, us small cottages, though perhaps 
many centuries old.” Tt is probably for this reason, as 
your leading article states, " they are seldom visited by 
Dtrangers unacquainted with their special points of interest, 
sand, unless their guardians of owners have a perception of 
their historic or artistic importance . . . they are exposed. 
to grave dangers of neglect or even of destruction.” "The 
truth of this, as applied to such cases generally, ix made 
‘pparent by frequent appeals for the financial help of 
private persons to save them, but, as both interest and 
Renerosity in auch matters are bound within a limited 
Cite, ie follows tha every year invaluable examples of the 
beauty embodied in the useful crafts of past ages dis- 
appear for ever from our midst. A condition of affairs so. 
much to be deplored as this cannot be in accord with the 
wisher of thoughtful people, andy ax time goos on, it be 
comes increasingly necessary to restrict losses in respect of 
what is, undoubtedly, one of the most educative and vital 
resi, hereto the Cone 

therefore, the jones investgations and 
Lacuna! ists of “an ‘monuments are of the greatest 
use and importance, the necessity still rernains for the 
Financial help to be available that, in the last senor, ca 
alone prevent the ruin or destruction of such object as the 
schedules include but do not protect. ‘The Government: 
Very sy comnts, rom public funds, oars ou 
hational art collections.” And is not beautiful work ene 
shrined in old bui mere 





































EXHIBITIONS 


Employment in the Building Trade 
Deawri oF SKILLED Mex, 

‘The following letter from Mr. Arthur Keen (Hon. 
Secretary), appeared in The Timer of 7 December :— 

‘Apart altogether from political considerations, any 
detailed information about the official statistics of unem- 
ployment quoted by Sir William Beveridge would be of 
freat interest.* 

Tn the building construction industry 112,000 men are 
stated to be out of employment, but as far as one can hear 
from architects in all parts of the country there is actually 
a general and very serious shortage of skilled building 
men. Bricklayers, carpenters, and masons are scarce : 
plasterers are a constant difficulty, and T have just heard 
‘fa large contract in the London area for which plasterers 
fre actually being picked up here and there in Scotland 
and brought to London, ‘The unemployment must there~ 
fore be mainly among the labourers, although some of it i 
explained by lock of skill in the mechanics. Builders are 
‘constantly complaining that out of a dozen men taken on 
‘only three or four really know their trade and ean be 
retained after the first few days, 

It isa very serious matter that among the young fellows 
‘who came out of the Army there are great numbers who 
fre not equipped for earning their living. ‘Those who 
have had a superficial training in some trade have not 
sufficient skill to ensure regular employment, and many of 
those who seek work as labourers have not the physical 
strength that it requires, to say nothing of the very con- 
siderable amount of rotigh skill in digging or concrete 
mixing and scores of other things which the regular 
builder's labourer possesses. This shortage of akilled 
mechanics is no question of tariffs or free trade, and it 
affects the public closely, because it means that building 
involves far more time and cost than should be necessary 5 
it means, further, that the unskilled men must stand idle, 

"The Council of this Institute iso convinced of the fact 
of the dearth of skilled labour in the building trade that it 
has set up a committee to study the matter. T cannot 
speak for the other trades that Sir William Beveridge his 
referred to, but is it not probable that lick of skill arising 
‘ut of war conditions is responsible for much of the unem= 
plepment in them, and in many instances might not the 

dof Education do more to supply the place of the 
old-fashioned apprenticeship which has become so rate ? 
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itches by an anonymous artist. 


delightful 
real sles to the are Mr. Aldous Huxley 


‘contributors af 
Miss Alma Gluck. 





arly in the New Year Messrs, Bell will publish an ih 
ftern As 


trated volurne on the ancient architecture of | 





dependent relations of these several phases of art, and to 
‘ite their effect on the general architectural tradition. 

* Mr. Keen refers bere to 8 previous correspondence in 
The Times between Me. Amery and Sir Willinzn Beveridge. 








Exhibitions 


HAND-PAINTED POTTERY. 

‘The exhibition of Mr. and Mrs, Alfred Powell's china 
at Brook Street Gallery is more interesting than the many 
other previous ones we have enjoyed. And mainly s 
because of the improvement in lustre and 
the quality of design, which has, besides its sensuous 
qualities, an intereat both intellectual and emotional 
‘The five heraldic plates are remarkable in every quality 
and interest, Designed to go against a white wal, we fel 
sure the effect of colour will be refined and rich, 

‘The little octagonal dish with eagle is 40 beautifully 
navn and balaniced that any of the Farly Japanese artists 
‘might have been proud to do it. 

‘Above this plate is a clever and original design for a 
circular dish with pool and fishes and a border on the rim 
of buildings reflected in the water, qui e amusing and 
pretty in effect. 

"The " variety set " tea service is 60 gay and reminiscent 
of nature's joyousness, one wishes all one’s plates. and 
dishes might be similarly sprinkled with sprigs of flowers. 

“Mr. and Mrs. Powell are such delightful artists that one 
wonders why the manufacturers do not provide them 
with better shapes for their pottery. Some of the old 

wpes revived in jugs and bowls are ws good as they ean 


























"But We saw no cups of teapots that gave any 
pleasure by their shupes, 

"The texture and the glaze still bear the impress of 
‘mechanical perfection which makes us long for more of 
the Chinese quality 


‘The pitted " blobby ” surface, that 
it enjoyed the game. 
ithless ? C.R.ALV, 









when glazed plays with light 





colour sketches, etchings and drypoints is at present on 
exhibition at the Lefevre Galleries, in King Street, Si 
James's. ‘This artiat’s work, in any medium, 

guished by accurate drawing, and by simple and direct 
statement, He chooses in his figure subjects peasent 
types, of the land oF the sea, and expresses with intimate 
sympathy the character which Inbour on. the sea or land 
brings out in the tillers of the soil and those who take a 
toll of the sea. His groups of a woman and child a 


int, but wholly 
‘Lee Hankey"s artistry in etching, its breadth and deticas 
ied. EM, 
STAINED GLASS. 
AT THE VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSE! 
"The Swiss Minister, Monsieur C. R. Paravicin, 
ent to the Victoria and Albert Museum seven 
arly stained glass, which are now exhibited on the stair- 
‘way leading from ‘Room 131 to Room 312 on the first 
floor. ‘Three of the panels, originally in the Cathedral, 
Passau, belong to the Salzburg school and are dated 1404. 
‘The remainder are rare early Swiss work—two represent- 
ing the Virgin and St. John the Evangelist, of either the 
Constance or the Zurich school of about 1430; and two 
are heraldic panels of the school of either Constance or 
St. Gall, dating from about 1440, 
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Allied Societies 


LEEDS AND WEST YORKSHIRE ARCHITEC- 
‘TURAL SOCIETY. 
Presipentiat. Aponess ny Mr. Eric Monixy (FJ, F.8.1. 

‘At the Annual General Meeting of this Society on 
November 23 the President in the course of his opening 
address said : 

Although this is the second year of my Presidency, the 
feeling of gratitude which characterised my opening 
remarks last year still remains with me, and 1 to-night 
the chief eause of my satisfaction in being able to address 
you again, 

Your officers have served you well, and they have made 
the position which I feel so honoured to hold both easy 
and, agreeable for me. 

‘Your Council's action in awarding the Society's new 
‘Travelling Studentship of £20 to Mr. F. Chippendale 
thus now been more than justified, for he has recently 
obtained, in addition, the British Institution Scholarship, 
of the value of £75 per year for two years, ‘This scholar- 
ship is a much coveted distinction, and we offer our con 
aratulations to Mr, Chippendale on his successful effort 














iton’s increasing insistence that the interests 
‘of the Society must always be considered before his own 
is the good fortune of us all, with possibly the single 
exception of that, at present, unknown individual who will 
‘one day have to imcceed him, 

Remarks of this kind were, I do not doubt, made on a 
similar oceasion concerning Mr. W. H. Thorp, the first 
Secretary of the Society. Mr. Thorp hax now left us, ws 
you know, for better things : for a climate more reliable 
and an environment lest sordid than we in the West 
Riding could ever hope to offer him, Tt is a 
to record that hin untiting efforts for the Soc 
architectural contributions to the city of Leeds, did not 
o Unrewarded, nor his praise unsung, before he left the 
district, Mr. ‘Thorp was, years ago, one of that amall 
band of workers who strove long and hard for 4 proper 
recognised status for the provincial architect. Only. in 
recent years, however, has his work borne fruit, for only 
latterly: has ‘the voice of the North been heard with a 
‘welcoming. interest at Royal Institute meetings. But 
things are at last as they should be, and the old good- 
natured tolerance has now been permanently. replaced 
by a full recognition of our influence and power, It is 
only fitting to remember that our thinks ure also due to 
the efforts of Mr, Paul Waterhouse for the encouraging 
progress that has been made, 

‘The Jast R.I.B.A. elections, revealing, as they did, an 
altogether new feeling amongst its votiny members, 
marked still another step forward, and the number of 
provincial architects now serving on the Council is larger 
than ever before. It may be of some interest to the mem= 
bers of this Society to know that in that election 64 per 
seat, ofits voting members returned their ballot papers, 
the highest percentage for any Allied Society in England 
being 844, and the lowest 55. The figures show that we 
recorded about the average percentage. “It is true, of 
course, that for the great majority of us the voting papers 
contain simply a" list of names,” but we in Leeds and 
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West Yorkshire have surely some few members who can 
guide us, if only we are sufficiently interested to consult 
them. It must, at least, be apparent to all that the 
provincial members of the R,1.B.A. will now be able to 
secure their demands at any future election, if only their 
full voting power is exerted to do so, 

Most important of all, and for the first time 
gentlemen, we have elected a provincial an 
chair of the Royal Institute. It may, 
recorded that the Royal Gold Medal has been presented to 
another, for Sir John Burnet, though he works in London, 
fan surely still be regarded as equally one of ourselves, 
We shall not, then, be unduly sanguine in fostering the 
hope that we’are, at last, coming into our own. Ie only 
Femains for each one of us, to ensure our further advance 
ment, to grasp the opportunities to our hand, 

‘These, I submit, are a good deal easier to recognise than 
they were before the Eur War. For, devastating as 
its effects have been, and tn spite of the trying times we 
hnave had to face, we cannot surely do other than express 
relief that the hiatus in building which accompanied it 
hhas proved, now it is over, a great help to us. Itis surely 
beyond doubt that the inhate conservatism of the North 
hhas always, in the past, shown w tendency to retard rather 
than to hasten progress, and that the changes which have 
taken place until recently have, for the most part, been 
30 gradual and sporsdic as to elude the majority of 
us. ‘The sudden developments have been. pheno- 
ménal, and the general outlook, as affecting. building, 
has 8 80 stimulated and improved that our rela- 
tions are to-day with a new type of building owner. 
Tn other words, our clients are no longer content, 
‘as in the old days, simply to“ jog along,” but have 
realised to the full that only the most modem and pro: 
gressive methods will suffice for them, as these only: 
will ensure the successful conduct of their Present-day 
‘business ventures, 

As it will be generally admitted that history through the 
yeirs shows a steady advancement of building, we con 
easily illustrate this Sephically, and show, with time as 
the horizontal basin and progress ax the vertical, exactly 
‘what has taken place. Tt will, in this way, be apparent 
that the curve which indicates this advancement has 
risen, in the period of rather more than five years, to a 
Point which in normal times would only with diicaley 

wwe been reached in at Teast a quarter of a century, 
Progress has been almost too rapid, and, for this reason, 
we should take due warning ta be well and fully prepared 
for the sudden reaction which must follow. Especially, 
then, let us take care that those we ae here o serve do not 
‘overreach themselves, so that this same reaction, inevitable 
as itmay be, iv at lest reduced toa minimum, st 

‘The different housing proposals, indicating as 
the exact nature of the pitfala most to be avoided: oount 
Brevide at leat one lesson for our careful consideration, 

‘or if, as we are told, the standard of life within these 
islands is to be determined, not by what is desirable, not 
sven by what is reasonable, but by what world prices 

inexorably decree, is it too miich to predict that 

ios, bit fore tndard of fe deserocd by Cotas 
as" ft for heroes,” may actually prove, in the em, beyond 
the economic capacity of those for whom they were 
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ALLIED SOCIETIES 


intended? ‘That some form of reaction may be looked for 
from the present grandiose proposals would appear, then, 
to me at any rate, to be inevitable; but that the progress 
finally maintained will help to justify the present chaos is, 
‘we cannot doubt, as certain as it is gratifying. A similar 
‘reaction, I think, may be looked for from that other idyllic 
solution of the housing problem ~ the bungalow. ‘Time 
‘lone will prove the usefulness or otherwise of this type 
‘of dwelling-house, but few of us bere to-night would pre- 
dict for it anything but a very hazardous future, as soon 
‘as normal times are again restored. But if, amongst our- 
selves, these dangers of reaction are realised, the lessons of 
this abnormal period, empirical as they may nov" appear, 
ahould prove most helpful to us, and the many vital 
changes which have been brought to light asa resul of the 
war should set # permanent new standard for architects 
ind clicotsaliko. ‘he old conservatism has been dispalled, 
and those who build are now able to contemplate their 
requirements in two distinct aspects, " as they were ” and 
"an they are,’ 

“The increased und) uncompromising demands of the 
retail trade are at least one indication of this same newly 
acquired faculty, Few of us can walk down Regent Street, 
where the work of the great John Nash, #0. ‘the admira~ 
tion of us all, is now being gradually demolished, without 
being arrested by the revolutionary changes which are 
there taking place, ‘The supremacy of the shopkeepers, 
now definitely and permanently assured by the power of 
le stores, is changing the streets of London, even: 
those of our provincial cities, for alltime, Nothing 
has affected so vitally the street architecture ofthis country 
as the ctying demand for glazed acres of shop windows. It 
is the shopkeepers’ one essential for successful trading, 
and even the most conservative of architects have been 
compelled to modernise their idens, and to modify the scale 

in elevations, to provide ft. 
‘This has been achieved by the shopkeepers, but the 
shortage of office avcommodation, calling equally for atten 
tion, ix surely another example of these suddenly upparent 
and devastating troubles, In Bradford it has been con= 
siderable, though true that at the moment things are 
easier, because of the state of trade. But we are worse there 
than you are in Leeds, partly because of our having to: 
restrict the really valuable part of the city to the small fat 
ured in it centre, but partly also because you have already 
in this 3 irger share of modern office buildings to 
























possible solution—and, in spite of what 1 
have just said, it applies in both cities almost equally ~ is 
higher buildings. 1 am not advocating. sky-scrapers 
{600 feet high, but buildings of from six to eight storeys, A 
tereat deal has already been said on this subject, both for 
and against, but ft appears to me that in Leeds and Brad~ 
ford, at any'rate, expansion in tn upward direction is both 
desirable and inevitable. Any town with a limited central 
area, with a limited number of streets suitable for offices 
{and by that 1 mean near the important centres of civic 
and industrial fife), has its business locality finally restricted 
for confined, so as to mile lateral extension, except on the 
very smallest seale, almost impossible. ‘The width of our 
streets is, of course, a governing factor, but, us Mr. Delissa 
Joseph pointed out some time ago, the recent case of 








Charles Seman and Co., Ltd, v, Bradford Corporation has 
established one fact for our guidance : that a building half 

igh again as the width of the street will still leave u 
sufficiency of light for the opposite owner. “There is little 
doubt that since the war the number of clients who incline 
to this desire for higher buildings has increased, but here 
‘again a note of caution in dealing with them is' essential, 
It is not usually feasible to erect such buildings on small 
sites, for the reason that the proportion of area required 
for lifts and staircases i often too great to ensure a sound 
financial undertaking. Sites must be sufficiently large 
to provide these necessities with economy, and the interests 
of a city are better served by one owner selling to, or 
sharing with, his neighbour than by either covering’ his 
‘own small site with a building not really suitable for the 
position it occupies. 

‘So much, then, may be said of the demand for shops 
‘and offices; but the modern mill and factory owner also 
has his problems, and, even in. his case, a new set of con~ 
ions have now presented themselves, Light and wir 
are hailed a proved aids to efficiency, and welfare work, 
including the building of canteens, sports pavilions und 
the like, is now recognised as indispensable in every really 
large nnd up-to-date works 

But perhaps the most marked change of all amongst 
these magnates of industry is theit readiness to look to the 
future, (0 visualise a completed factory even though a 
small building only is at the moment propesed. One of 
‘our difficulties in the past has been to obtain a really clear 
iden of our client's ultimate intentions, causing regrets 
for which we were blamed, but not responsible, ‘This 
new type of client will simplify the work we undertake 
for him considerably, and we must thank the war and the 
trade boom which followed i for the helpful advance that 
thax been made 

"These are but # few of the newly grasped conditions 
and requirements in modern building, but to fulfil them 
with distinction we architects of the provinces are better 
equipped than ever before in our history. ‘The whole of 
the present-day resources of the building trade are known 
to us—our reward for granting interviews to the long line 
‘of specialist representatives who have waited on ws since 
building recommenced—and all are at our disposal : the 
steel-framed building, with its special adaptability to the 
modern demands I Kaye outlined ; the improvement in 
builder's tackle, facilitating speed in'erection ; the various 
types of reinforced concrete, including tubular floors 
of either concrete or brick ; the use of metal work in 40 
‘many attractive forms, for shop fronts, doors and windows ; 
the modern methods of electric lighting (those of us who 
heard Mr. Pyo's paper two years ago, will remember how 
he showed that illuminating engineering is now almost an 
exact science) ; the introduction of electricity in mills ; 
‘and the multiplicity of yall and floor coverings for every 
position and purpose. With present-day requirements s0 
defined and with modern methods to our hand, we have 
nothing to fear, My own view is that we have proved our 
capacity in housing achemes, "Though it may not be gene 
rally recognised, there was no architectural problem. in 
these schemes which was not more than adequately solved 
hy the utchitects of this country. Professors of economics 
the majority of us are not, nor are we politicians ; but if 
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the Government's various housing proposals have so far 
failed, it is surely on one of these grounds only, and not 
from any lack of skill on the part of the architects or 
builders who tried to carry them out. 

‘There seems no reason, then, why architects, even in the 
West Riding, should ever again look back, The men who 
will follow us in the profession, the students who are here 
‘to-night, have better facili for developing their art and 
more increased opportunities for study than ever were 
available for us, or at least the great majority of us, at the 
time, now longer ago than we care to think, when our 
own training was in progress. On one occasion last year 
Tvited the School of Ar whilst the preparation of designs 
for the front of a large Post Office was in progress. I was 
amazed at the high standard of excellence in that roam, 
and though it did occur to me that the importance of 
scale and proportion ns preliminary essential for 2 
fagade of that description had possibly escaped one or two 
students at the outset, I felt really envious of the facilities 
the school provided. In spite of all this, I am going to 
‘say one or two words of counsel to these same students, 
‘more especially to those among them who have either just 
started or are just starting a¥ practising architects. 

Without attempting to be satirical 
the full the value of their school tr ing as 
sound foundation for all classes of subsequent bi 
would still remind them that the nature of their 
work will not, for the most part, include ar all the planning 
‘of great monuments or the erection of buildings with 
imposing facades. It will rather consist of the alteration 
of houses, the building of garages, and other very much 
smaller contracts. But should they feel disappoint 
disheartened at the lack of public confidence this 
em to relat it wil help them to remember that e 
frrazes are of tio kinds—good and bad-—and that itis just 
‘as essential to do their best with these smaller bui iogr 
ws it is to achieve greatness with the larger. For if the 
crooks of a client's garage door work loose in the piers, 
using the door to say on its hinges, he is apt to seek out 
nother architect for the next work he has to place. 
he say if * So-and-so * lacks even the qualities. 
requisite for the building of a successful garage, how much 
‘more will his talent fail when required for the erection of a 
spinning mill !" ‘There is nothing so true in our profession, 
‘as that only the best is good enough, that success is only 
achieved by giving constant attention to every smallest 
detail, If young architects give thin requisite attention 
they will have more work than they can do, and when 
that time arrives they will do well to have grasped early 
{wo other points of bnportance. 

First, they should cultivate strenuously the faculty of 
quick thinking, of coming quickly to a decision, Every 
rchitectural problem has u variety of solutions, and many. 
of these must occur to every architect as he tries to evolve 
a design. He can, if he wishes, spend many weary hours 
carefully weighing the relative advantages of each of them, 
and, at the end, the ideal solution he was seeking will be as 
far away as ever, proving his exhausting effort to have been 
largely expended in vain. It is true that every problem 
requires a full consideration, that every possible avenue 
to success must be explored, but the power of a quick 
volition is ane of the architect's greatest tme-savern, and 
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the students will be well advised to cultivate this power 
before those other indecisive und vacillating methods have 
* chance to become a habit with them, 

Secondly, with every possible diffidence, I would 
inform them that, however sound and thorough their 
reining and however inviohble their postion aa archic 

i all this, good builder is their best friend, 
Remembering that the autocratic and dictatorial architect 
is not always the ideal, they should see that they work 
actually with the builder, and not exclusively apart from 
him, ‘They should consult him whenever his experience 
‘can be of value. Fresh from the school, they will be gifted 
with a range of knowledge by the side of which that of 
the average builder appears limited and unimportant, 
‘They will know, for example, the load in tons per square 
foot which can safely be superimposed on “ hurd compact 
gravel,” but information of this kind has unfortunately 
Tittle value unless it is coupled with an equal ability to 
decide exactly what type of foundation is really intended 
by this very comprehensive description. Because. in 
points of this kind an experienced builder can be of wssist. 
ance, they will surely do well to consult him, that by doing. 
so they may obtain his valuable and willing help towards & 
successful completed building. 

1 um told it was the deplorable Jack of co-ordination 
between the architect and his craftamen that really led to 
the historic confusion at the Tower of Babel, Although, 
that was a long time ago, it is still for us to profit by it, 
For while to learn from the experience and mistakes of 
others is perhaps the mom difficult method of acquiring 
knowledge available, it is atthe same tine the beat method 
L know, and T commend it to the students to-night, that 
they may ensure, by studying the lessons of the past, the 
fereatness of architectural achievement in the futtre, 














‘THE READING SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS. 

A series of four lectures, organised by the Reading 
Society of Architects, was part of the winter programme of 
‘the Reading branch of the Workers’ Educational Assncia- 
tion, ‘The lectures were therefore purposely made none 
technical both in language and method of treatment, "The 
first lecture was given by Mr. Ronald P. Jones, M.A., on 
24 October. 

‘Tire Grae Powt oF View 1m Ancurtacrone. 
By Ronato P. Jones [F.], M.A. 

Mr, Jones began by explaining that the phease " point 
of view" was chosen to how that no attempe would be 
‘made to give a complete survey of the work of each period + 
though it would have been less impracticable to do this 
with Greek architecture than with that of any other period 
because of the limited scale of all Greek life and aft, and 
because the unique influence of Greek architecture. his 
depended on not more than a dozen surviving buildings, 
smo al of one type, and comparatively small in size and 
simple in desig, 

Inthe two centuries from 550 m.c. onwards, the founda 
tions of European polities, philosophy, history, mathe= 
raaties, science, drama, and the fine arte were all laid by 

few small city states, und in every branch af activity the 
intellect was the supreme factor 
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‘The most concise and perfect description of the Greek 
Point of view in art could be found in Pericles's clair in 
the famous Funeral Oration : 

* sbrdowadotjer per’ sireAelac.” 
‘an expression which cannot be translated in 1o few words, 
‘but may be paraphrased “ we cultivate the fine arts with- 
‘out extravagance.” 

Pericles referred to actual economy of cost, but the 
words may be applied in a wider sense to the highest 
quality of Greek art—its restraint, simplicity, refinement 
fof taste, and freedom from any ostentation or vulgarity. 
‘The Grecks aimed in all things at the utmost clearness, 
ucidity, and definition, in order to satisfy the intellectual 
test, and architectural expression had to comply with these 
standards ; and, in. doing so, had to renounce many 
sources of effect which were commanded by eerie 
and periods, ‘The sombre majesty of tian 
temples, with their eolosial seale and calculated mystery 
aand gloom of their interiors : the playful intricacy of the 
Sarncenie mosque ; the romance and picturesqueness of 
the Gothic eathedral with its" dim religious light " 
were alike denied to the Greeks. "They excelled in sculp- 
ture, the most definite and lucid of the arts, and. their 
conception of the divine was merely the human form 
idealised to a higher perfection, 

Even the Greek landscape is Tucid and intellectual in its 
appeal the land is barren and rocky, and the colouring 
subdued, and all its beauty comes from its outline and, 
from the marvellous clearness and luminous brilliance of 

air. 

‘The architectural forms were aimple and highly 
feast apm of construction with column nd 
intel expressed repose, dignity, and stability as contrast 
With the restless strain and exuberince of the Gothic 
arched system, 'Trinslated into terms of sound, « Greek 
temple would be represented by the slow movement of a 
symphony, while a Gothic cathedral would suggest 
intensive bombardment in a battle of masonry. 

The Greek Doric column is the most perfect expression 
‘of the function of support which has ever been designed ; 
all its lines and details emphasise this function, an in the 
tapering of the shaft, the fluting (which also’ plays an 
important part in breaking a itd division of light fom 
shade) and the spreading and outline of the echinus. 

‘The architecture was essentially external, and. Was con 
ceived from the outside, while a Gothic church is con- 
ceived from the inside, and even so, downwards from 
stone vault, “Moreover the external deaign was not, 
Gothic work, # clear expression of the internal plan, 
temple usually consisted of two halls of unequal 












































The 
, back 
to back, but there is no indication of this in the external 
design, and nothing to show at which end the main en= 
trance may be found. In fact, ws the remains at Segesta 





Prove, the temple was actually built from the outside, the 
colonnade being erected before the building which it 
surrounds, 

‘The lecturer illustrated these points with slides taken 
fromm his own photographs in Greece und Sicily, and 
showed the evidence for the wooden origin of the Doric 
order, and the method of constructing and finishing the 
columns, ‘The remaining time was given to the Acropolis 
at Athens, and to the refinements of design found in the 





pointing to a marvellous sensitiveness of 
“ion in the Greeks, which could detect and take pleasure 
in minute adjustments and curves which only’ careful 
meagurement reveals to moder eyes. 

After 4 brief discussion of the temples at Girgenti and 
Pacstum, the lecture closed with the quotation of Pli- 
tarch’s beautiful tribute to the buildings of the axe of 


“Every piece of his work was immediately, even at 
that timé, for its beauty and elegance, antique and yet 
in its vigour and freshness looks to this day as if it were 
Just executed, ‘There is a sort of bloom of youth upon 
those works of his, preserving them from the touch of 
time, as if they had some perennial spirit and undying 
vitality mingled in the composition of them," 





‘Tum Rowan Poms or View, 
By Paul Waterhouse, PP, R.LB.A. 
7 November. 

Mr, Paul Waterhouse opened his discourse by dis- 
claiming any intention of proving that the Roman people 
‘would have acknowledged x point of view at all. 
bably, since the best art was spontaneous, 
consciousness of a policy in architecture 
National views on architecture 
different affai 
craft itsel 

Setting aside as erroneous the notion that the Romana 
were mere blind copiers of the Greeks and artless appro- 

riators of the achievements of other and earlier nations, 
proceeded by the aid of sliden to develop his opinions 
fon the trend of architectural cause und effect in the 
eriods of Roman supremacy. The conditions and pro= 
lems of Ronse had, said the lecturer, a. quite extraordinary 
Parallel in the circumstances of modern England, ‘There 
was hardly @ problem of our own however baffling to 
which we could not apply the test ‘' what would Rome 
have done,” and very few to which Rome did not supply 
either an answer or a suggestion, 

‘The Roman position ws regards anterior a 
wherever found was not that it was foreign 
borrowed but that, Rome being mistress of European 
Setlaton, Iwas Rome's ae 

‘urther, the employment of anterior forms developed 
or undeveloped was not pillage but merely the carrying 
out of that process of leaning on the past which was the 
nly acceptable method of architecture in any ofthe great 
periods. 














tecture 
stuff to be 








‘Tam Mapiavat. Power oF View. 
By Major H.C, Gorlerte (FJ, O. 
a1 November. 

‘Major H. C. Corlette began his address by referring to 
the evidence of a continually developing tradition of 
building through all periods of history, It ws to be 
seen in the relationship of Greek and Roman ideas of 
design to one another and of both to earlier Egyptian 
forms. He then showed that all medieval building was 
related to Roman work either by direct influence of 
through the work of the Byzinrine builders, But the 
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imedinval point of view grew mupidly away from both 
these influences, and moved on to the use of new methods 
unknown before. twas not apparently a conscious view, 
but rather an attitude of mind, an instinct of freedom that 
enabled them to make discoveries. ‘They were practical 
hard-working men, not moved by weak emotions, but 
‘stirred by energy of mind and body to overcome new 
problems of structure by every and any scientific device 
they could use, . But in this spirit of enterprise, of experi- 
‘ment, they attacked all questions, whether of government, 
‘of administration, or of building, By doing so they 
discovered the practical superiority of the pointed arch 
over other forms as a means by which to solve the special 
difficulties presented to them, In the result they pro- 
duced all the wonderful varieties of Gothic architecture. 
But this Gothic work, which in itself was an expression 
‘of their sense of freedom, of liberty, was used under 
Organised and approved restraints. In the northern 
part of Europe they built as the climate required and the 
materials available allowed, and in the south they allowed 
the same considerations of sense to influence them in 
their work, Geography left its impression on their 
trchitecture. ‘They never copied others who had built 
before them, and they never imitated their own suc- 
cotses, 

‘The influence of the mediseval point of view was not 
confined to's period from, aay. the tenth to the fifteenth 
century; it extended, especially in England, till the end 
ff the sixteenth century, and Inter and during the latser 
part of this period the Gothic mind was at work experi- 
menting, with wonderful success, on the new and more 
modern problems of planning and design, Gothic urchie 
tecture was not a thing of religious impulse or feudal 
demands, not a thing of traceries and cusps oF any other 
Particular details. It waa more an attitude of mind 
that attacked questions of building with sound sense, con 
Verting all dificultes of plan or construction into xonse= 
thing usefully beautiful. Tradition among the craftsmen: 
‘was its backbone ; co-operation among them ave it powe 
‘The craft guilds were a school of workers. y were, in 
ct, a Workers’ Educational Association, und they lived 
learned, not only by books and words, but by the 
things they could touch and sce, always searching for 
ideas of perfection by means of action and adventure, 
experiment and enterprise, ‘The medieval point of 
view produced achievements which have never been 
equalled in beauty nor surpassed in brilliance of intel 
Jectual power, 




















‘Tim Rexarssynce aNp Money Port ov Virw. 
By W. . Vernon Crompton, 
5 December 

Mr, W, E. Vernon Crompton, before proceeding with 
the consideration of the Renaistance and modem point 
Of view when applied to architecture, drew attention 10 
three points which must be bome in mind, Firstly, it 
was to Greece and Greco-Roman thought that we must 
Took for true conception of the nature of architecture 
us an activity in which order and beauty were the chief 
Values. Secondly, that architecture was fundamentally 
the expression of an attitude of mind, and consequently 
‘was the best example of man’s activity that wis available 
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whereby the value of civilisation might be tested. "Thirdly, 
the lecturer went on to inquire how it came about that 
the spe of architecture previous tothe Renaissance which 
We call Gothie was displaced with such apparent ease, the 
‘change we witness from Gothic to Renaissance being more 
‘of the nature of a break than an evolution, the reason 
being that the medieval scheme of thought was inten- 
tionally incomplete. During the Middle Ages certain 
avenues of thought were forbidden ; there was. con~ 
sequently no joy in the tmtrammelled pursuit of know- 
edge as an end jn itself: such an attitude towards life 
contained the clements of decay. Further, we must 
remember that there existed an enormous mass of ancient 
earning which only awaited discovery = it was the task 
of the Middle Ages to resume this heritage of knowledge, 
and in so doing it absorbed that which was eventually. 
to blossom as the Renaissance, 

After this preface, the lecturer, with the help of slides of 
various buildings in'Italy, France and England, proceeded. 
to consider the Renaissance point of view with its scheme 
‘of values, laying particular stress upon those humanistic 
‘qualities of order, reticence and fastidiousness ux to the 

form and shape of things which were so prized by the 
masters of the Renaissance, As Renaissance architecture 
developed, it became more and more an aristocratic 
expression, especially in France : a strong tradition was 
formed in'methods of design and technique centralised 
in the French Academy founded under Richelieu, and lator 
‘organised by Colbert in the reign of Louis XIV. for the 
purpose of bringing art into line with the other activit 
‘of an aristocratic civilisation, yo. that it might redound 
to the stability and credit of the State. 

‘The lecturer then proceeded to show how the principles 
of architectural town planning which had been evolved 
by the later Greco-Roman civilisation, but lost during 
the Dark Ages, were resumed and developed during the 
Renaissance. ‘The modern point of view might bo dated 
from the decline of the political aristocracy in France and 
England, and the rise of the new ignorance under which 
the Renaissance spirit decayed, 

. We then find the ancient activity of building dividing 
itself quite illoxically into two, architecture and engincer= 
the former being practised somewhat in the manner 
myatery of cult because it was not understood by the 
Beoble at large as it was understood by them during the 
issance ; the latter rian and cut 

off from the classic humanism of ity and the 
Renaissance, from the beauty of life and the higher 
spiritual values. "This, together with the rise of the 
omantic movement in England and France, was the 
chief influence which accounted for the anomily in the 
modern point of view as regards architecture, A freah 
synthesis bated mainly upon the scale of humanistic 
values of the Renaissance must prevail umong the people 
senerally before a great und consistent school of architec 
ftute could re-arise in thia coun 


At the close of the lecture the chairman expressed the 
hope thatthe Reading Society of Architects would arrange 
other similar lectures, a they were invaluable in educating. 
the public im architecture, ‘The need for sch education 
‘us apparent when the heterogeneous buildings now belt 
‘eae ghee campo 



















































OBITUARY 


Legal 
"Thomas v. Cooney. 

‘A claim by an architect for charges in abandoned 
work—estimated cost £106,250—at 1} per cent,, based 
upon the R.1.B.A, scale, clause 5 (a), was recently tried 
by Mr. Justice Salter at the Liverpool Assizes. The 
defendant pleaded that there had been no specific 
Appointment of plaintiff as architect, ‘The Judge ruled 
that the eppointment, although not specific, was suff- 
ciently Implied and maintained. He acknowledged a 
difficulty in determining the amount of remuneration, 
Evidence in support of the R.I.B.A. scale had been given, 
by two Fellows of the R.1.B.A., and counsel for the de- 
fendant had quoted cases referred to in Hudson's Law 
of Contracts in which the Judges had repudiated the 
R.LB.A, scale as having no valid authority, Mr, 
Justice Salter stated that he did not entirely share that 
view; he acknowledged that he had been greatly 
assisted by the evidence of the two expert witnesses, 
and ruled that as the plaintiff had not brought the scale 
before the defendant's notice beforehand, he (the 
Judge) could only regard it as a guide in assessing the 
remuneration. {t appeared to him that the scale might 
bbe inadequate in the case of smaller buildings, but over- 
generous in the case of larger, He nave Joleen for 
the plaintiff in a sum amounting to rath 





her less than 
one-third the amount claimed upon the scale, with 
‘costs for the plaintiff—adding that ifthe plaintiff cou 
satiafy hin, or any other Court, that the scale was bit 
ing upon the public, he would be entitled to the full 
amount claimed. 

‘The judgment in this case confirms the warning 
expressed in the final clause of the last Annual Report 
of the RILBA. Practice Standing Committee (see 
Journat, Vol, XXX, No. 12, 28 April 1923, page 374), 
and emphasises the importance of a clear and definite 
understanding-—if not a formal and specific contract— 
with the elient, at an early date, both as to appointment 
as architect and as to the terms of remuneration. 

Wn. Hi, Avkin-Buery [F. 
Chairman Practice Standing Committee, RBA. 
Hastweut. Gravaox, MA. [F 























Obituary 


J. CAMPBELL REID [F. 
Mr. J. Campbell Reid, who died on the 30 November, 
‘aged 44, was educated at Allen Glen’s Schoo! in Glasgow 
and at Glasgow University and afterwards studied at the 
Beaux Arts in Paris, 
He had an extensive practice in Glasgow, occupying 
sifces variously at Biyhswood Square and St. Vincent 
treet, 








During the course of his practice he carried out the 

‘works of many business and public buildings and of resi 

property, practically all of these being works of 
considerable magnituc 

‘The following are a few typical examples of his work — 
Messrs. Rattray’s warehouse at Candleriggs and Bell 
Street, Glasgow, for Messrs. McKechnie. ‘The B.B, 
Skating Rink at Victoria Road, Glasgo 
Cinerama at Victoria Road, Glasgow, Pavilion Skating 
Rink at Ays 

Among his smaller undertakings 
Club House at Cathkin Braes Golf Club, 
House, Polmont, near Glasgow. 

He also carried out various works in England, among 
the principal, of theve being the fellow named 
works at Bushbury, Wolverhampton, for Messrs. Mac- 
farlane and Robins 
Kiny Street, London, B.C. 

Mr. Campbell Reid also prepared scheme, which, in 
the opinion of many, was the most feasible one submitted 
for the development of the whole of the Devonshire House 
site in Piccadilly, 

Shortly before his illness he had prepared a new scheme 
for a large portion of the Devonshire House site com= 
prising two high-class theatres and i large restaurant, 

During the period of the war Mr. Reid served as an 
officer in the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, and since his, 
return to business had carried on his London practice at 
6 New Burlington Street, Regent Street, London, W. 
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ARCHITECTS AND ANCIENT BUILDINGS. 

‘The attention of the Council of the R.L.B.A. has been 
directed to the following extract from a report in The 
Times of ax November 1923 of the proceedings of 
congress of Archwological Societies in union with the 
Society of Antiquaris 

* Professor Prior (Cambridge) deprecated the work 
of the architect, who was born with the idea, and con- 
firmed in it by’his training, that he had to’ make old 
things new He would never aternpt to preserve, but 
alvways wished to put in his own work, ‘Therefore the 
architect was not fitted to protect and preserve ancient 
churches,” 
The Council desire to record their absolute repudia- 
tion of the statement reported under Professor Prior's 
name, and to point out that the most conservative hand- 
ling of ancient buildings of which any record exists has 
been un ler the direction of architects, and that the 
architectural profession is peculiarly qualified by its 
training and instincts to be entrusted with the important 
work of protecting and preserving ancient buildings. 


BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION, 
RULBA, Ienmamoiari: Exaaiations, 

‘The attention of candidates is dravn to the fact that the 
time allotted for the optional subject C.3 (Design) will be 
increased, at all future Examinations, from 4 hours to 
6] hours--i., from to a.m. to 1.30 p.m. and 2.30 p.m. to 
4.30 p.m., instead of from 10 a.m, to2 p.m. as previously. 
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NOTES FROM THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL 
MEETING, 3 DECEMBER 1933. 
R.LB.A, Examinations. 

(0) The Board of Architectural Education reported that 
two candidates had the Intermediate Examination 
in Sydney and one candidate the Special Examination in 
Cape Town. 

(0) ‘The Overseas Final Examination qualifying for the 
Associateship will be discontinued after January 1924, and 
in place of the Overseas Examination the Intermediate, 
Final and Special Examinations of the R.1.B.A. will be 
held in the Dominions overseas by arrangement with the 
‘Allied Societies concerned, 

(0) The following schedule of subjects has been taid 
down for the Examination in Professional Practice for 
Students of Recognised Schools exempted from the Final 
xumination — 

(3) Professional Conduet ; Duties and tiabilities of 
Client, Architect, and Builder ; Atchitect as Agent of 
Client’; Architect ax Arbitrator. 

(2) Forms of Contract and Contract, Documents, 
including General Clauses in Specifications, 

(3) Law of Easements; Rights of Landlord and 
‘Tenant, including Dilapidations, 

(4) Building Acts and Bye-laws. 

Univinsrry oF Loxpon. 

Mr, Paul Waterhouse [F.] and Mr, Arthur Keen (¥.) 
were reappointed to represent the R.LB.A. on the Uni 
versity of London Architectural Education Corumittee for 
the year 1924-1935. 

Mn, Josern Pewnmta’s Bromnes or New Yous. 

‘The Council have received from Mr. Joseph Pennell 
(Elon, Anoiat) w git of ix etchings of new b 
‘New York for the R.1,B.A. Library. 

Provincial, ConFAINCH, 1924, 

‘The Provincial Conference of 1924 will be held at 

Oxford in July. 























Feitowsntr. 

Under the provisions of Byesaw 12, Mr. Alfred C. 
Bossom was elected a Fellow of the R.LB.A, 

Brrrist ConruDEWArion oF Arts. 

Mr. H. V, Lanchester (F.] was appointed to represent 
the RULLB.A, at a meeting of the British Confederation. of 
Arts. 

Tum Toa. CLass Room. 

Mr. G, H. Widdows [F.] was appointed to represent the 
R.LLB.A. on a Joint Committee appointed by the Medical 
Officers of Schools Association to investigate the design of 
Class: Rooms, 

‘Tux Barris Watenwonks AssociaTion, 

On the recommendation of the Practice Standing Com- 
mittee the Council have insformed the authorities con- 
‘cerned that the RI.B.A, is strongly opposed generally to 
the enforcement of the Association's Model Byc-laves (1) 
‘because they’ are not framed so much for the prevention 
‘of waste of water or for the public benefitas for an increase 
in the power of the Water Authorities which are the con- 
Stituent bodies of the Association ; (2) because the stan- 
dardisation of taps und other fittings and the fixing of 
minimum weights for such fittings does not necessarily 
‘minimise waste, but does increase the cost of production ; 
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tind (3) because such standardisation is liable to destroy all 
incentive to invention, 
Proresstonat. Conover. 

Under the provisions of Bye-law 24 4 Licentiate was 
censured and suspended for six months for quoting fees 
lower than those prescribed by the R.I.B.A, Scale when 
applying for appointment as architect to public authority. 


Competitions 


SOUTHAMPTON ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES. 
‘The Competitions ¢ desire to call the atten= 
tion of Members and Licentiates to the fact that the Con- 
ditions of the above Competition are not in accordance 
with the Regulations of the R.1,B.A, The Competitions 
‘Committee are in negotiation with the promoters in the 
hope of securing an amendment. In the meantime Mem= 
bbers and Licentiates are advised to take no part in the 
Competition, 
CAIRO NEW LAW CouRTS 
With reference to the wi already issued in 
regard to the above Competition, the Competitions Com 
mittee of the RLBLA, desire to inform Members and 
Licentintes that they have requested the promoters, by 
cable, to give some assurance that the Conditions would 
he amended s0 as to conform with the Regulations for 
petitions, No reply to this eable haw 
boen received. ‘The attention of the European and 
American Architectural Bodies has been drawn to the n= 
satisfactory state of the Conditions, and it has been suy= 
gested’ to them that they should take similar action in 
support of the R.LB.A. 


























TAN MacAuisri, 
Secretary RDA. 
‘TY AND ROYAL BURGH OF DUNFERMLINE 
WAR MEMORIAL, 
Norice 10 Aucutticrs ax S 
‘The Dunfermline War Memorial it 
architects and sculptors in the United Kingdom to submit 
designs for a monument to be ereeted on a site in the i= 
mediate vicinity of the ruins of the abbey and palace above 
Pittencrieff Glen, at a cost of £3,000. On receipt of one 
guinea—which will be returned on receipt of a bona fide 
design—competitors will receive conditions of competi« 
tion, plan of site, and photographs of surroundings. 
alssessor—Sit John J. Burnet, A.R.A,,R. 

Applications, which will be received on or before 
1 January 1024, should be made to — 

‘Andrew Shearer, Esq., Town Clerk, Hon, Secretary 

to Committee, 

Gity Chambers, Dunfermline, 

ts December 1923. 
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN FOR A NATIONAL 
THEATRE. 

At the instance of the British Drama League the pro 
preitors of Country Life announce « competition’ for 
designs fora National'Theatre. The League ts organising 
‘theatre section in the Palace of Arts at the British Empi 
Eahibioa, aod wil ena foc iso fll First 
prize, £250; second prize, £100, For the best model 
sent with n design, £25 ; for the best perspective view of 




















NOTICES 


the interior of the larger auditorium, £25. Mr. J. Alfred 
Gotch (President RLB.A.), Sir Edwin Lutyens, RA. 
Sir Lawrence Weaver, K.B.E., Professor C. H. Reilly, 
Professor Hubert Worthington, Mr. Harley Granville- 
‘Barker and Mr. Albert Rutherston have, with Mr.Geoffrey 
Whitworth, as Hon, Secretary, undertaken co act as jury 
‘of award, All drawings and models are to be sent in not 
later than April 26. Full particulars of the competition 
‘were published in Country Life of the 8 and 15 December, 


Notices 


‘Tax Fora Geverat, Merrie, 
‘The Fifth General Meeting (Business) of the Sesion 
1933-24 will be held on Monday, 7 January 1924 at 
8 p.m. at 9 Conduit Street, W.1, for the following pur- 


poses -— 
‘To read the Minutes of the General Meeting (Ordi 
nary) held on 17 December 1923; formally vo admit 
members attending for the first time since their election ; 
to proceed with the election of the following candidates 
for membership, whose names were published in the 
Jounxat. for 24 November (page 59), and who have been 
Found by the Council to be eligible and qualified for mem- 
bership nccording to the Charter and Bye-laws and recor: 
mended by them for election :— 
AS FELLOWS (6). 
Asirox: Amnin, PASI [4. 1920}, Clifton Charabers 
Wood Strat, $x. Anne'ron-the-Sea ; 1 Caryl Road St 
me'r-onethe-Sea ‘ounel. 
Buocxtrsny 2 Joes Sroxey [- at Long Lodge, Merton 
Park, S.W.t9. Proposed by W. It. Davidge, R. j. Thom- 
son, W, Curtis Green. 
Canta-Witson = Citantss Disoey (4. 1999]. The University, 
Sheteld.” Proposed by L.- Keir Het, J Jos, Stiley 


Pincie tox, FS.t. (4. toto}, District Surveyor for 
andsworth West, ilank Chambers, 85. High Street 
Wandsworth, S.Wii8'; Carleton, Lightelife Road, 
Balmer Greeny Ni. Propane by Profewor R. Elsey 
Smith, Sie Aston Webis, W. Ry Davidge, 
Fran Bsr Comoe 83) Lian tn 
W.C.a; ‘The Charterhouse, Charterhouse Sa 
Propoied by sir Assn Webb, Arthur Blobel, Heber 
f 


Coaniss Eaxner [4. 1910}, Smuion Approach 
Sundeptead, Surrey, Fropoted by WE. Riley AO. 
Collard, Alfred Cox: 
AS ASSOCIATES (3), 
Boru: Avrmns ‘Ricuanp [Special War Examination), 84 
William ‘Street, Melbourne, "Australia. by 
Rodney H, Alsop, Walter i. Butler and the Royal Vie~ 


twrian Instiate or Architects. 
Wer Braminuin} 60 


Mains Boece Mebnoroe Propined 

ina Street, 4 a. 

ey I Alop, Walter Rc Butler and the Royal Viera 
Tratitute of Architects. 

‘To consiler the following Report — 

Acapestic Dass. ron Menonens Np LIceNTiares. 

At a Special General Meeting held on 30 April r923, 
the proposals for the adoption of an Academic Dress were 
discussed and approved in principle, and the Council were 
requested to appoint a Committee to consider the details 
Of the costumes and to invite suggestions from Members 
und Licentiates. 

‘On7 May 1933 the Council appointed Mr. W. E. Riley, 


















Bur 














Mr. W. Gillbee Scott and Mr. W. W. Scott-Monerieff to 
serve on the Committee above-mentioned. 

‘On. 17 December 1923 the Committee submitted the 
following report to the Council = 
Rerorr or THe Comairrer Arrointep To Consipr 
Suoursrions oN AcAbEMICAL DAES, IN ACCORDANCE 
wrrn THe Dectstos or tite Gexeran MexriNc, patep 

‘OTH APRIL 1923. 

We have been deterred from meeting carlier than the 
date given through the regrettable illness of Mr. Gillbee 
Scot. 

‘Several written suggestions have been submitted on this 
question, and a still greater number of verbal suggestions 
hhas been made, ‘The criticisins written and the verbal 
criticisms on the suggested type of Academical Dress are 

rally in the direction of simplifying it so thet it can 
readily assumed without removal of the ordinary every- 
day costume. ‘The " biretta " js generally thought to 
too ecclesiastical, and every verbal suggestion on this part 
of the dress is in the direction of adopting the ordinary 
hhead gear of an Academical Dress. 

‘We therefore recommend that the Dress be so far modi- 
fied as to admit of rather loose sleeves being adopted, and. 
the modifications necessary for Licentiate, Associate and 
Fellow being made in the use of the orange colour and the 
“stuff "of the general costume, viz,, an alpaca dress for 
Licentiate and Associate with 'a “piped” edging of 
orange for the Licentiate and an orange band for the Asso 
iste. A silk dress for Fellows, with hood as iiven in the 
original suggestion, with orange lining and other details ax 
originally submitted. ‘That the " biretta” be replaced 
by a soft cap and mortar-board with tassel of orange 
colour. 

‘These are generally the suggestions we are prepared to, 
recommend the Council to submit to the general body of 
Members when dealing with the question. 

We hesitate to alter the original design, on which we 
had the valitable assistance of Mr. Kruger Gray, whose 
‘experience in kindred questions is well known. 

W. E, Ritey, 
W. W. Scorr-Moncnnerr 
W. Gitte Scorr, 

‘The Council submit this report for the consideration of 
the General Body, but recommend that the proposal 
should be dropped forthwith 

SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING 

[At the conclusion of the Business Meeting » Special 
General Mectingwill be held for the purposeof considering 
a recommendation by the Council for the of the 
Regulation under Bye-Law 3. [Sce p.70 of the R.LLB.A, 
Kalendar] 

R.LB.A, PRIZES AND STUDENTSHIPS, 1924. 

‘The award of the R.LB.A. Prizes and Studentships for 
1924 will be announced at the General Meeting to be held 
‘on Monday, 21 January 1924, in the Meeting Room of the 
Royal Socicty, Burlington House, Piccadilly, W.t. 

“The exhibition of the works submitted will open on 
‘Tuesday, 22 January 1924, in Gallery No. VI., at the 
Royal Academy and close on Monday, 4 February 1924. 

‘The exhibition will be open daily, free to the public, 
between the hours of 10 a.m, and 6 p.m. 
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VISITS ARRANGED BY ‘THE ART STANDING 
COMMITTEE. 

‘The following is a list of the visits arranged for the 
Session by the Art Standing Committee. ‘The visits will 
take place on Saturday afternoons, and Members and 
Licentiates are cordially invited to attend. Cards for each 
Visit will be issued, and ean be obtained on application to 
the Secretary RILB.A., 9 Conduit Street, W. 








1924. 
26 January.—Bank of England, 23 February—Derby 
House. 22 March.—Wembley Exhibition. _26 April 


Kensington Palace. 24 May.—Knole Park, Sevenoaks. 
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Higher Building in Relation to Town Planning 


BY RAYMOND 





WIN [F] 


[Read before the Royal Institute of British Architects, Monday, 17 December 1923] 











HERE was once a great controversy which, 

| T believe, profoundly moved the theological 

world of its day, if it did not even threaten 

the peace of empires, as to how many angels could 

stand on a needle’s point. ‘To-day we look back 

with wonder, not perhaps untinged with some 

slight contempt, that serious people could have 
spent their energies in such a discussion. 

But’cXamining, as T have been constrained to do 
during the-last twenty or thirty years, the attempts 
which’ mankind is making in various parts of the 
World to find out, not how many ethereal angels, but 
how many ponderous people and still more pon- 
derous motor-cars can occupy the same square yard 
of ground at the same time, I begin to wonder 
whether the superiority of our intelligence to that 
‘of our thealogically minded forefathers is as obvious 
as we should like to think! 

‘Twenty or thirty years ago in this country it was 
generally assumed that great gains could be 
secured by overcrowding dwellings upon the land ; 
that some dire economic necessity arising from 
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these reputed gains compelled us so to develop our 
towns. That fallacy has now been pretty well 
exploded. Most of those who have examined the 
matter are agreed that, if people will, land can be 
developed at a density of ten or twelve houses to 
the acre at little, if any, more, and sometimes at 
even less cost per house, than the same land can be 
developed for the same type of house, at a density 
of twenty or thirty to the acre ; that so far from 
there being anything to be gained from overcrowd- 
ing dwellings on land, the fact is that such over- 
crowding yields less total return to the landowners, 
and affords a dearer plot for the occupant (Diagram 
1). So that apart from other disadvantages, conges- 
tion of dwellings is really an expensive luxury. Un- 
able to believe, however, anything so simple as that 
there is plenty of roomforeverybody:; thatitiscrowd- 
ing, the attempt of two people to stand on a space 
that is only large enough for one, which causes 
most of our urban difficulties ; modern business 
intelligence is now proposing to adopt vertical over- 
crowding, Unless we are careful, it will not be 
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content without actual and disastrous demonstra 
tion that this particular form of overcrowding has 
even less to be said for it than the horizontal kind, 
‘The fact that this method has been fairly well tested 
in America; that it has created there urban prob- 
lems of a difficulty exceeding anything which we 
know even in this great city ; that 183 American 
towns containing 40 per cent. of the urban popu- 
lation have already adopted zoning ordinances, and 
that the remaining cities are hurrying after one 
Inter ellemsel i gelopescPalatl sea) step tis 





struggling to remove, it seems worth while to 
examine somewhat carefully the conditions which 
prevail in those cities, and to realise what would be 
the effectin London if we were to adopt the method. 
of expansion upwards which the Americans are 
trying to check. 

‘The arguments that can be brought against the 
adoption of high buildings are many and weighty. 
‘The law of diminishing returns applies to such 
buildings in almost all respects, With every added 
storey the effective floor area pet storey is reduced, 
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height of buildings, as drastic as the vested interests 
already created will allow, does not seem enough 
to convince some of our urban theologians that 
many men cannot stand on the same flagstone at 
the Same time, or more than one car move at one 
moment on an identical piece of roadway. Never- 
theless, in the hope that it is not too late to save our 
London from copying mistakes which New York, 
Chicago, and other American cities now regret, and 
the evil results of which they are now desperately 
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while the cost per square foot is incteased ; the 
greater proportional number of lifts required take 
their toll of space from each of an increasing num- 
ber of floors. You do not dispense with trans- 
portation by going up ; you merely change the 
horizontally moving omnibus for the vertically 
travelling lift, and incidentally make walking for 
even short journeys far more difficult. 

One witness before the New York Height of 
Buildings Commission calculated that the average 
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time taken to reach the 3oth floor would equal that 
of taking the express train on the subway to a spot 
‘one mile distant. 

‘The same law holds good as to light. Every 
storey added tends to darken all the floors below. 
Ingpite of the bright light of New York, the number 
of dark rooms in which artificial light must always 
be used is far greater than with us. ‘The conse- 
quent injury to health and loss of efficiency is said 
to be serious ; eyesight is injured; tuberculosis 
and other diseases are encouraged. Much evidence 
was also given showing that high buildings lead to 
unstable property values. They unduly inflate 
the price of land and concentrate property develop- 
ment in small areas where the maintenance of 
values is very speculative, thus preventing a more 
widely distributed and stable improvement. The 
values of the lower rooms in adjacent buildings, 
whether themselves high or low, are depreciated by 
the erection of higher buildings which diminish 
their light and obstruct their ventilation. Itis true 
that one advocate of higher buildings gave as his 
reaton the pleasure of living on the highest floors ; 
but he overlooked the fact that the higher the build- 
ings the smaller must be the proportion of people 
who can have the benefit of living at the top. 

I do not propose to enlarge on these or other 
similar arguments to-night because the conclusive 
argument against high buildings is that no real gain 
to the community is secured by adopting them. 
As hitherto used, they have so far deprived each 
other of light and air, and so Seriously congested the 
traffic in the streets, as largely to destroy their own 
value and to deprive themselves of reasonably com- 
fortable access even if they could be spaced so far 
apart as to allow proper light and air, and if the 
streets could be laid out of such widths as to carry 
their concentrated traffic without congestion, the 
total area covered would then be little, if any, less 
than that required to provide for the same com- 
munity with buildings of normal height, 

This more general or town planning aspect of 
the problem has acquired a special degree of 
urgency for us during the lust few years, because 
We appear to be following another lead of our 
American cousins in regard to the extensive use of 
the private motor-car. We are following far 
behind American attainments, but still evidently 
following. In that country there are something 
like twelve million cars, or an average of about one 
car for every ten people, including men, women, and 





children, There are, moreover, several individual 
towns in which the number of cars registered has 
risen to one for every five of the population. In 
some of these towns it has been calculated that there 
is seating accommodation in these cars for the 
whole of the population to go joy riding at the same 
time! 

It is not yet apparent what will prove to be the 
saturation point in regard to ownership of motor- 
cars. Mr. Ford, who has contributed more than 
anyone else to the supply, does not consider that 
that point has been nearly reached ; and I am 
informed that the industry in America is at the 
present time turning out approximately half a 
million cars per month. While they export a good 
‘many, the majority are for the supply of their own 
population. We in this country have little idea 
What this means. We still number our total posses- 
sion of cars in hundreds of thousands, and our 
annual output in tens of thousands. While we 
may hope, as much for the pleasure of the motor- 
car owner as for the safety of foot passengers, that 
we shall not reach numbers comparable with those 
found in America, there is yet little doubt that our 
present number will expand enormously. It is in- 
creasing even in the present time of depression at 
4 rate approaching 25 per cent. per annum. We 
must therefore reckon with a rapidly extending use 
of the private motor-car as one of the conditions 
which must be dealt with in the future. There is 
little evidence that this condition is likely to be 
accompanied by any diminution in other kinds of 
vehicles, such as the motor omnibus, which is 
already threatening to present one of our most 
serious traffic problems. 

‘To understand the traffic aspect of the high 
building question it is necessary first to realise the 
extent to which an increase in the height of build- 
ings affects the demand on street space. Fortu- 
nately this problem of height has recently been 
investigated with great care by the Chicago Real 
Estate Board, in connection with the fixing of 
height limits throughout that city. In their report 
they give precise data for buildings ranging from 
five to thirty storeys high, erected on one parti- 
cular corner plot, including the net rentable floor 
space, cost, and other matters. ‘There appears to 
bea fairly constant relation between the ct rent 
able floor space and the total day population. I 
have checked it in connection with one or two indi- 
vidual buildings like the Woolworth Building in 
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New York, and also in connection with the whole 
of the Loop area of Chicago, and I find that a figure 
of about 45 square feet of rentable floor per head 
of population appears to be near the mark. To be 
on the safe side I propose, in my calculations, to 
take 50 square feet of net floor space per head of 
population—that is, total day population. It is 
quite simple to establish a definite relation between 
this population and the footpath area of the roads, 
ade the prltpose Pato mented hae. provide 
standing room, a space 2 feet by 2 feet is necessary 
for each person ; and to provide for walking, on the 
average a space of 2 feet by 5 feet is necessary. It 
will be realised that crowds of people walking along 
a footpath rarely average so little space as this, It 
is not possible to establish a definite relation be- 
tveen the road surface and all the various vehicles 
required to serve buildings of different height ; 
but as we have in America a fairly reliable relation 
between population and the number of motor-cars 
owned, it is easy to establish a relation between the 
floor space of the buildings and the road space 
that would be required to accommodate these 
motor-cars ; this relation is sufficient for my pur- 
pose. The average over-all length of a number of 
motor vehicles, I find, is 20 feet ; and allowing a 
little space for the cars to stand clear of each other, 
about 24 or 25 feet is as litle as can be allowed for 
each car. I have further assumed that the cars 
occupy a width of road space varying from 
7 feet 6 inches to 8 feet, according as the carriage- 
Way most nearly divides up into a certain number of 
car widths. ‘These densities of occupancy of foot- 
way and road are illustrated in Diagram 2. ‘The 
building which is taken for comparison of different 
heights was designed to stand on a corner plot in 
the Loop area, measuring 160 feet by 172 fect, with 
an alley-way at the rear. With five storeys I find 
that this building would have a day population of 
218, and taking the average width of the road- 
ways in the Loop area, which is about 86 feet, and 
the footway in front of the building as one-fifth of 
this, or 17 feet, I find that the people occupying 
this one building would take up a length of 504 feet 
of footway if they were standing, and a length of 
1,260 feet if they were walking, It has been ob- 
served that the average speed of people walking on 
the footway in a crowded condition comparable to 
this would be 224 feet per minute, so that this 
length of 1,260 fect of footway would be occupied 
for five and a half minutes before the occupants of 
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this one building could pass away from it. If the 
building were increased to ten storeys the popula- 
tion would not be doubled—that is, 4,036—but 
would be about 3,704, and the length of footway to 
accommodate this number walking would be 2,315 
feet. ‘The time in this case for the people to pass 
would be ten minutes. With an increase to twenty 
storeys the figures would be—population accom- 
modated, 6,930; length of footway occupied, 
4.330 fect; time to pass, 20 minutes. Above 
twenty storeys, owing to the large amount of floor 
space occupied by lifts on the lower floors, the 
increase of available space in proportion to the 
number of added floors becomes steadily smaller, 
so that at thirty storeys, instead of a floor space 
enough to provide for 12,114 persons, the popula 
tion would only be about 9,368; the length of 
footway occupied by even this number would, 
however, be 5,853 feet, or considerably over a 
mile ; and the time required for the people to pass 
any point on that footway would be nearly half an 
hour. 

‘Turningnowto the conditionsin the carriage-way; 
itis safe to assume in America that the classof people 
which forms the day population in city buildings, in- 
cluding as it does a minimum proportion of children 
and others not owning cars, will at any rate own 
the average number of one car to every ten people. 
On this basis, if these cars were to attend at the 
building to bring people to work or take them 
away in the evening, and were packed as closely as 
already indicated, they would fill the whole of 
ccarriage-way for a length of 804 feet with a five 
storey building, 1,480 feet with a ten storey build- 
ing, 2,72 feet with a twenty storey building, and 
3:744{eet,nearly three-quartersof amile,witha thirty 
storey building. ‘These lengths of road required are 
also illustrated in Diagram 3. If half the carriage 
way only were taken, on the ground that the other 
half of the street should be left for the use of the 
buildings on the other side, these lengths would 
have to be doubled ; it may reasonably be said, 
therefore, that with the present extent of ownership 
of motors in America, the cars require nearly twice 
as much length of roadway to accommodate them as 
the people would require walking along the foot- 
ways. We must not forget, in considering these 
figures, that no account has been taken of the 
crease of other vehicles, particularly trade vehicles, 
required to deal with the growing volume of mer- 
chandise that would be handled by the increasing 
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population, It is, perhaps, not necessary to take 
account of the increase in motor omnibuses and 
other similar vehicles, because we have reckoned 
the whole of the people as either walking or riding 
in cars, On the other hand, it is a well-known 
principle, which applies as far as 1 know generally 
in all towns, that the extent of public passenger 
traffic increases much faster than the increase of 
population. In fact, the increase of traffic and of 
the number of journeys per head is frequently 
more than the square of the increase of population, 
‘That has been so both in London and New York. 
‘To the extent to which this holds true, Diagram 
No, 3 understates the increasing demand on the 
streeis due to increase in height. 

We may take one more example in connection 
with which accurate information is available. 1 
refer to the Woolworth Building in New York. 


over any part of that space. Diagram 4 illustrates 
this case. 

‘Assuming, again, one car for ten people, and that 
the whole of the roadway were occupied, the cars 
would require 4,200 feet of roadway to provide 
standing room, Should it be arranged for these 
cars to draw up at the door of the building to take 
their owners home, allowing an average length for 
car and space to move of 25 feet, the queue of cars in 
single file would be between six and seven miles long. 

In view of these figures you will hardly be sur- 
prised that the utility of the private car is diminish- 
ing, or wonder at the enormous congestion of 
traffic in cities like New York and Chicago, It is 
only because the very tall building is quite excep~ 
tional in New York, and even on Manhattan Island 
is confined to very restricted areas, that an absolute 
deadlock has not already been reached, The vast 
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Dinanant 4 
‘Showing the extent of footway and roadway required by the day occupants of the building and their motor-cars 





‘This building stands ona plot 151 fee by 195 fet; 
it has streets on three sides of it; it has, including 
basement, 28 storeys covering the whole area of the 
building ‘apart from lighting wells, and has, 
further, a tower containing a like number of addi- 
tional storeys. ‘The day population of the building 
is 14,000 people. In addition to this there are large 
numbers of visitors that [have not reckoned. The 
roadway in front of it is less than 100 feet, but for 
convenience we will take the usual New York main 
avenue width of 100 feet, having footways 20 feet 
wide and a 6o-feet carriage-way. On the bases we 
have taken, therefore, the footway would accommo- 
date «maximum of ‘ten persons walking abreast, 
and I have assumed that the carriage-way would 
take cight motor-cars abreast, allowing only 
7 feet 6 inches per car. ‘The day population of this 
ne building would therefore occupy 2,S00 feet of 
side-walk standing packed together, or, if walking, 
7,000 feet—over a mile and a quarter; and they 
Would occupy a minimum of half an hour in passing 
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of bultings, even in the downtown area, 

seen from a recent aeroplane photograph, 
are val of the old height of five o1 Ne anny a 
Even as it is, the problem of traffic is almost ine 
soluble. Along Fifth Avenue it is now regulated 
by signal lights. When the white light shows, the 
stream flows along the avenue ; when the green 
light shows, the traffic along the whole length of 
the avenue thus controlled must stop at every cross 
street. ‘These cross streets oceur at intervals of 
only 88 yards centre to centre, and the whole of the 
traffic must stop with the signal, whether any 
vehicle requires to cross the street or not,_ It is not 
often that at any of the cross streets there is nothing 
waiting, but as the whole of the stream must be 
stopped long enough on the average to allow the 
traffic of the busiest cross streets to pass, it must be 
held fonger than necessary at all the less busy cross. 
streets. The arrangement is, however, in spite 
of these drawbacks, considered to be a great im= 
provement on the previous condition. 
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Stoxat Box, Firnt Avion, Nuw Yous. 


‘The difficulty of dealing with the foot passengers 


is no less than that of the road traffic 
mated that the subways could deal, as 


with 60,000 people per hour, if th 





It is esti- 
maximum, 
could get that 








number to the trains, But we have already seen 
that the 14,000 people from the Woolworth Build- 
ing would ‘themselves occupy over « mile and a 
quarter of one of New York's main footways, and 
it would take them half an hour to enter the sta 
‘The congestion at the entrances to the tube stations 
under these circumstances can hardly be surprising, 
ut this is not the worst. ‘The condition has been 
reached when it is doubtful whether any relief can 
be secured by constructing new tube railways. 
Even with the present limits of height allowed under 
zoning law formed by th 
ineer in charge of th and the figures 
we have looked at confirm this, that buildings 
and probably would be erected on two or three 
blocks adjacent to any new tube station, the popu- 
lation of which would fill the railway for the best 
part of an hour at the busiest time of the day. ‘The 
total congestion, in fact, might easily be increased 
tead of being relieved by the new facilities. 
¢ advocates of higher buildings seem to take the 
view that it is the business of the public authorities 
who are responsible for the streets to find accom- 
modation for any amount of traffic which their 
buildings may originate. Some of them, 
suggest that the owners might agree to a strictly 
moderate set-back of their building for every in- 
creased storey in height. What general benefit 
this would afford beyond a little local relief in front 
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of the building itself is not very clear, particularly 
in view of the length of footway, far exceeding the 
Iength of the building, which’ we have seen is 
required to provide bare standing space for the oceu- 
pants of the bigh bulldogs, Many times even that 
length must be congested by those occupants before 
the volume of traffic is dissipated. But it will be 
well to prove the futility of such suggestions by 
showing what extra space would actually be in- 
volved. For this purpose I cannot do better than 
take the conditions in the central area of Chicago, 
which is locally known as the Loop because it is 
roughly contained within the loop lines of the over- 
head railways, Full particulars are available in 
regard to this area, and being regularly planned on 
the chequer-board system it is easy to reduce con~ 
ditions to diageammatic form. ‘This area is one of 
the most congested in the world ; although many of 
the buildings—those coloured red on the plan— 
exceed twelve, and some of them—eoloured blue— 
exceed seventeen storeys in height, there are no sky~ 
Scrapers rivaling the Woolworth and the Equitable 
of New York; the average height for the whole 
area has been estimated as equal to seven storeys. 

I have had some recent experience of the con- 
ditions of traffic in this district, and there can be no 
question that the streets, although they represent 
about forty per cent, of the total area of the ground, 
aire quite inadequate to carry the present traffic 
with reasonable despatch, let alone comfort, 1 am 
satisfied that they would be taxed to the limit of 
comfortable conditions if the average were five 
instead of seven. Neglecting the cumu- 
lative increase in traffic which universal experience 
shows to arise from increased population, and assu~ 
ming that full value is obtained by increasing the 
area of roads pro rata with the increase of the den- 
sity of population, I have calculated the roads that 
Would be required to give the same relative accom- 
modation if the average height of the buildings 
were increased from the assumed five to ten and to 
twenty storeys, In the first instance, keeping the 
average size of the building block the same, I find 
that for ten-storey buildings to give the same ratio 
of street area to net floor accommodation as at 
present, the widths of the road would have to be 
increased from their present average of 86 feet to an 
average of 144 feet; and if the storeys were in- 
creased to twenty, the width of the streets would 
require to be 2gr feet. Diagram 5 shows a few 
of these blocks to illustrate this point. If the 











increasing intensity of traffic were assumed to 
balance the loss of floor space, and its volume were 
taken to expand pro rata with the increased number 
of floors, which is probably nearer to the actual 
truth, a still greater increase of road areas would 
be required (see Diagram 6). It will be noticed 
that if such an expansion of road space had to be 
applied to the whole Loop area, in order to accom- 
modate traffic resulting from the increased height 
of buildings, it would be necessary to pull down a 
considerable part of the town surrounding this area 
to provide the additional land required! It is 
obvious, however, that any such increase in the 
width of the roads, even on the more modest scale 
first shown, would be impracticable, and that if it 
were attempted the traffic would not in fact be 
relieyed to a degree anything approaching the 
extent of the increase. ‘The delay at every crossing 
for vehicles, and still more for foot passengers, 
owing to the increased width of the streets, would 
be very great. ‘This is already noticeable to an 
‘Englishman in New York, where most of the 
north and south avenues are 100 feet, and the cross 
streets 64 feet, wide, ‘The time occupied in cross- 
ing these many streets, and the extra delay to 
traffic in consequence, is obviously a serious factor, 
as compared with the conditions in the City of 
London, for example. 

But suppose, instead of keeping the building 
block the same size, we try to follow literally the 
f some of the advocates of high build- 
country, and provide sufficient addi- 
space by means of a set-back, thus 
reducing the size of the building block, How then 
should we fare? ‘This also has been tested, and 
is shown on Diagram 7. Taking the same 
bases of calculation as before, and assuming that 
the additional accommodation required is equal to 
the increase of the total available building area from 
five to ten storeys, I find, in order to provide the 
necessary set-back around one of the average 
blocks in the Loop, that the reduction in the size 
of the building to allow for extra width of road 
enough to maintain a constant relation between 
floor space and road area would just about repre- 
sent the area provided in an additional five storeys ; 
so that instead of increasing the building from five 
to ten storeys, the building would be required to 
be increased ‘to fifteen storeys to provide the 
required accommodation. In other words, if the 
owner of the aspiring building is to provide 
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adjacent only to his own frontage an addition to 
the existing road space pro rata to the increase of 
net available floor area, his loss of land will be so 
great that he will have to add double the number 
of floors that would have been required on his 
original area! Even then only the roads adjacent 
to the building block would have been widened. 
If the difficulty of accommodating the pedestrian 
and the moving traffic is great, the case of the 
standing motor-car is even worse. Of the 60,000 














the promoters of the great town-planning scheme 
designed by Daniel Burnham, of which this park is 
@ conspicuous feature, are nat free from anxiety as 
to how they are to recover this area from the motor 
owners to lay it out and plant it 

Owing to the fact that the motor-car is mainly 
used in America by people who do not employ a 
chauffeur, the question of parking the cars already 
presents an unsolved problem. ‘The difficulty 
felt especially in the more congested areas, where 
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motor-cars which the present occupants of the 
Loop own among them, only 3,500 can find places 
where standing is permitted within the Loop area. 
If the whole of the road space were packed solid 
with cars, there would still be only standing room 
for 11,000 cars, or something like one-fifth of those 
owned. Asa matter of fact, the car owners of the 
Loop area have appropriated the large open space 
between Michigan Avenue and the Lake, set aside 
for Grant Park, and it is no uncommon thing to see 
25,000 motor-cars, or more than twice the number 
that would fill the streets of the Loop, parked at 
one time on this gigantic motor garage. Indeed, 
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it has had to be solved by forbidding cars to stand 
for more than a few minute: 
les 





nd then only in the 
frequented streets, which means that the 
jority of car owners can no longer use them for 
going to and from their work. Even in small 
ities, however, it is becoming a serious problem ; 
nd plans of city improvements now indicate not 
only the lines of traffic provided for, but also the 
amount of space left over for parking cars against 
the sidewalk. It is common in cities of quite 
moderate size to have to drive round several blocks, 
or along several streets, before a space can be found 
in which to park the car. Anybody going from 
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business to his club to lunch may frequently find 
that in walking to the car and back again, and 
walking from the nearest parking space to the club 
and back again, he has travelled a greater distance 
than if he had walked in the first instance from his 
business to the club | 

Without pursuing this matter further, enough 
has, I hope, been suid to prove the main contention 
which I put forward to-night—that increase in 
height of buildings necessarily involves augmented 
street traffic; that where the traffic has already 
reached the comfortable capacity of the streets, any 
further increase in height must cause or increase 
congestion, with consequent loss of time and 
efficiency for all the users of the street. Further, 
that this increase cannot in practice be met by 
street widening, because the utmost that can be 
done in this direction can barely cope with the 
other causes which in all growing modern towns 
are tending to swell the volume of street traffic. 

Increased height, therefore, means increased 
traffic congestion. It is urgent that we in London 
should realise this while there is yet time, and most 
important that we should compare our circum- 
stances those in America, where we may 
observe the traffic conditions which are likely to 
arise here in a few years, 

For this purpose we may compare the conditions 
which we have been examining in the Loop area at 
Chicago with those in the City of London. ‘The 
areas are in many ways comparable ; each is the 
main commercial centre of a great city ; the City 
of London, which has an area of about a square 
mile, is the heart of a town and urbanised region 
the total population of which approaches nine 
millions ; the Loop area in Chicago, about one- 
third of @ square mile, is equally the centre of a 
total population well over three millions ; both 
areas are served by numerous railways, street cars, 
etc,, and contain a large number of official and 
commercial buildings, retail stores, and ware- 
houses ; one is bounded on the south side by the 
River ‘Thames, the other on the east side by Lake 
Michigan. ‘The City of London contains about 
638 acres, the Loop in Chicago only about 212 
acres ; the day population of the City of London 
is about 416,000, or 614 persons to the acre; the 
day population of the Loop is about 600,000, or 
2,830 persons to the acre; in Chicago the total 
streets represent about 40 per cent. of the area ; in 
London, inchiding private back streets, only about 
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28 per cent. ; in Chicago few of the streets are less 
than 46 feet wide, some of them are over 100 fect, 
and the average width is 86 feet; in the City 
of London the average width of the streets, inclu- 
ding some which are footways only, is’ about 
28 feet, In spite of the relatively liberal provision 
of sidewalks on these wide streets in Chicago, it is 
quite common at busy times to see the foot pas- 
sengers swarming off the footway until they occupy 
the whole of the street area from side to side, and 
completely stop for the time being all vehicular 
trafic. At other times, the queues of yehicles 
waiting to pass some of the important crossings 
accumulate to such an extent that the rearmost 
vehicles in the queue may have to wait three times 
before they are able to pass one of these crossings. 
In other words, the queue becomes more than 
twice as long as can be allowed to pass during the 
few minutes’ interval that it is practicable to hold 
up the opposite stream of traffic, 

‘These conditions have arisen from the intensive 
use of a limited number of tall buildings from ten 
to twenty storeys high, sufficient only to raise the 
average height over the whole area available for 
building to seven storeys. If the land in the City 
Of Lesa shold ever We sed to the sare degres 
of intensity, and sufficient high buildings were 
allowed to give an average of seven storeys as in 
the Loop, I estimate that the day population would 
be 1,845,000, instead of the present 416,150. In 
that case the narrow streets of the City would have 
to carry four or five times the present volume of 
traffic, which is already far in excess of their com- 
fortable capacity. We must realise that if not one 
single storey is added to any building in the City 
Of London, the increased use of the private motor 
car and other causes will increase the traffic in the 
area to a very serious extent. 

Unfortunately I have come across no evidence 
that the increasing use of the private motor-c: 
causes a diminution in the patronage of publ 
means of conveyance, On the contrary, experience 
shows that this demand for public transportation 
facilities is still rapidly growing. ‘The increasing 
extent to which the Streets of London are now 
being occupied by the motor omnibus must be 
apparent to everybody, and the lengthening queues 
of these "buses which accumulate on important road 
crossings already present a formidable appearance, 
It is clear, therefore, that, quite apart from any 
increase in the height or volume of buildings 
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within the central area of London, we are likely to 
have to face a steadily increasing volume of private 
and public transportation on the strets. f¢ will 
tax all our powers to provide adequate road space 
to deal with this traffic, without permitting any in- 
crease in the height of buildings, with the conse- 
quent further congestion of people and business in 
the centre, 

‘The advocates of high buildings suggest that 
their policy would at any rate reduce the general 
traffic problem, I find no evidence to support this, 
and much that tends the other way, If the con~ 
centration of people in high business and residence 
buildings tended to reduce traffic, a comparison of 
the traffic conditions in New York with those in 
decentralised London should give some indication 
of this. On the contrary, the number of journeys 
per head of the population in New York exceeds 
500 per annum, considerably more than in London, 
Where last year they numbered 399. 

Itis true that Mr. Frank Pick, from whose recent 
Paper read at the London School of Economics I 
am quoting these and some of the following figures, 
estimated that the journeys per head this year will 
reach 414. This will indeed be a striking testi- 
mony to his genius for stimulating traffic by fasci- 
nating pictorial advertisements, aided a little per- 
haps by the abnormal shortage of houses, which 
obliges a larger proportion of the population than 
usual to live in the wrong place. But even that 
figure, if reached, is well below the New York 
number ; and I have no doubt there are counter- 
parts to Mr, Pick at work boosting up the number 
in that enterprising city also. 

‘The amount of cross traffic in London is enor- 
‘mous ; itis estimated that 6o per cent. of the whole 
population engaged in business or labour in the 
area live in one place and work in another ; while 
for all purposes something like three million people 
converge on the central areas daily, 

Last year I spent some time consulting with the 
committee who are preparing a new plan for 
Greater New York on this and similar problems, 
and was impressed by the fact that the multiplica- 
tion of dwellings and of business premises, in the 
centre, due to high buildings, so far from relieving 
the strain upon traffic, tends considerably to in~ 
crease that strain, Moreover, there was no evi- 
dence that any economy in the space covered 
the town or the distances which had to be travelled, 
was secured as a result of the concentration in high 


B3 








buildings ; and certainly no reduction was apparent 
in the time occupied in travelling about the town 
or to outlying suburbs. ‘This came somewhat as a 
surprise. Like most casual visitors, I had not 
realised how small a proportion of New York is 
represented by Manhattan Island, nor had I pre- 
viously experienced the very long railway journeys 
necessary to reach some of the New York suburbs. 
If circles having a radius of 5 and 10 miles respec- 
tively are drawn on the maps of London and New 
York the result is somewhat surprising. Un- 
doubtedly a considerable proportion of the area 
which falls within the circles as applied to New 
York is occupied by water ; but on the other hand 
a very large area of the town falls outside the outer 
circle; whereas the bulk of the built-up area of 
London is included within the inner circle ; and 
most of the further suburbs, such as Ealing, Hendon, 
Woodford, Ilford, Woolwich, Bromley, with the 

er part of Croydon, Merton and Richmond, fall 
well within the outer circle. Chicago also occupies a 
remarkably large area. ‘The territory of the town 
itself extends for a length of 26 miles, with a width 
varying from 6 to 9 miles, Outside that area there 
are considerable suburbs, such as Evanston and 
Winnetka in the north, and the important indus- 
trial area known as Gary to the south-east. It is 
not easy altogether to explain the large areas 
covered. A much greater street width is provided 
in American cities, and this has a cumulative effect 
on the expansion of the town, as is apparent in 
Diagrams, Moreover,owing to the fact that the area 
of a town varies not in proportion to the diameter 
but in proportion to the square of the diameter, a 
difference of density of dwellings, or of occupancy 
generally, has less effect on the distance travelled 
from the suburbs to the centre than would be 
expected (Diagram 8). 

“These esnsiderations go some way to explain why 
the more general use of high buildings lads to 
little, if any, reduction in the size of American 
towns. A consideration of our own habits will 
suggest why they lead to an increase rather than a 
reduction in the demand on traffic facilities. About 
13,455 people who work in London are brought in 
every day from Southend, 35 miles out. Let us 
‘examine the relative transport facilities which these 
people require, as compared with those which they 
would need if they were added to the population 
adjacent to the central area by increasing the height 
of the buildings there situated. Instead of 13,000 
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‘odd people taking one journey to and from their 
work in the day, and an occasional extra journey 
connected with their business, is it not clear that if 
they were living in the centre, they and their 
families would be on and off the various means of 
transport all through the day; that the extra 
tradesmen with their delivery vans; the postmen, 
milkmen, doctors, and all the other people attend- 
ing to their daily wants, would enormously swell 


town, the nearer people live to the centre, the 
greater is the demand which is made on the street 
and the various public transport conveniences, and. 
the farther they live from the centre, the less is 
that demand, Anyone who will consider the ways 
of his own family and those who serve them, will 
confirm this. 

‘The real transport difficulty in connection with 
the residents in Southend and similar places is of 
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Diacean 8 
‘Showing the average length of walk to a railway station as affected by the density of dwellings 


of houses to the’kcre 





Density, ie. 


185 sq. yds. 
Density doubled ; length of walk reduced 26 percent. 


the volume of trafficin the central streets? Instead 
of 13,000 odd persons being carried twice or three 
times in a day, a population of four or five times 
that number would be utilising the streets and all 
the various means of public transport the whole 
day through. I venture to suggest that, contrary 
to the view of the advocates of high buildings, 
approximately true to say that in regard to a large 
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Average wall to station 
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quite a different nature, Itis not so much a ques- 
tion of congesting the traffic in the centre, as one 
of the cost of providing adequate transport facilities 
at the two busy times, when folk are going to or 
from their work, in elses where the demand for 
transport during the remaining hours of the da 

falls far below the peak load, “This problem is by 
no means insoluble. ‘The chief difficulty springs 
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from the capital cost of the permanent way, which 
may have to be spread aver a short daily use of the 
line. Apart from this, the running of a full train 
from start to finish of the journey is more econo- 
mical than the condition of most suburban traffic, 
in which the load begins to diminish at the first 
stop, and most of the trains have one-third or two- 
thirds of their seats empty for a considerable part 
of the journey. ‘The rolling stock can easily be 
diverted to the lines where midday traffic is most 
intense. ‘The capital cost of the permanent way 
itself would be immensely reduced if the routes 
were reserved in the regional town plan. More- 
over, the means of transport are now so varied that 
fone Suitable to most kinds of load could be pro- 
vided if there were effective co-operation between 
the town planning and the transport authorities ; 
while the efficiency of the transport itself could be 
increased and the strain on the roads greatly 
reduced if all the various means now available were 
co-ordinated under one general direction. 

‘The haphazard growth of our towns has en- 
couraged haphazard thinking about them. ‘The 
owner of a building site is naturally obsessed by 
the importance of securing the most intensive 
utilisation of it. When he has fully occupied exist- 
ing buildings he will want to crowd it with others, 
and when these in turn are occupied he will seek to 
pile more storeys on the top. ‘The town planner, 
‘surveying the territory as-a whole, may take a very 
different view : he sees that it is often less costly to 
acquire a second site than to overcrowd the first ; 
he realises that midst the scarcity of many things 
there is no want of space, and that whatever the 
cause of congestion it is not due to lack of land. 

Some truths seem too obvious to be readily 
credited ; men are prone to try clever and compli- 
cated devices to attain the same end by a more 
devious route. Perhaps the nation is feeling speci- 
ally poor, but, to produce more wealth or to waste 
less, seem too simple methods of enrichment to be 
popular. Oppressed as we are too with the 
miseries of overcrowding and housing shortage, 
how hesitatingly does the simple remedy of build- 
ing plenty of good houses secure full recognition | 
Similarly, the towns being already unbearably 
congested, and the traffic in their streets in danger 
of being reduced to crawling pace by its excessive 
volume, the idea that congestion would best be 
relieved if we desisted from crowding or traffic 
most effectually be reduced by better distribution 





of people and buildings, is much too simple to be 
readily accepted. Indeed, many seem bent on 
piling more building on the top of that we have, 
and boring more subways or erecting more elevated 
tracks to pour their additional multitudes into the 
already swollen torrent in the streets. 

‘To the town planner this looks like sheer mad- 
ness: but perhaps there is something unusual in 
his make-up which predisposes him, with childlike 
innocence, to put more faith than some of his neigh 
bours in the simple and the obvious. Or per- 
chance, if an architect, there is something in his 
training or his practice which encourages: this 
tendency. At least it is a fact that the Art of 
Design which it should be the purpose of his 
training to develop and his life work to practise 
consists largely in finding simple solutions for 
seemingly complex problems. When the designer 
cannot see the forest for the trees he is a lost soul ! 
He must depend on his trained imagination to keep 
the forest as a whole ever clearly in his view while 
his mind is occupied threading its way through the 
obstructing trees and their distracting shadows. 
If he misses the one simple and direct path to 
unity, which when found will appear to all to have 
been quite obvious, he will usually have produced 
not a design at all, but a mere compilation. 

Thaye ventured to draw from American cities a 
warning as to some things which we should avoid, 
and to'use their experience as a guide for our future 
steps, Lest I should be thought to undervalue the 
warvellous civilising achievement which those 
Cities represent, or to be lacking in appreciation for 
the genius which their architects have shown in 
handling the novel and complex problems in design 
which have been presented to them, I propose to 
show you a few examples of their recent buildings 
to illustrate the difference between a design and a 
compilation. Some of their lofty buildings soar- 
ing up many hundred feet into the air are as 
beautiful as they are impressive. And the same 
sense of unity and simple rightness is as evident in 
‘many of the buildings which do not derive impres- 
ssiveness from their height. ‘The Lincoln Memo- 
rial is a temple as worthy of the commemorating 
nation as the statue it contains is appropriate to 
the man whose memory is there lovingly enshrined. 
Tt is one of the most moving buildings I haye 
seen. The architect, in spite of the distractions of 
log cabins, freed slaves, and the hundred other 
accessories that crowd around that picturesque life 
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story, has gone straight for the main simple pur- 
pose ; a great nation remembers its greatest son 

Men who have achieved within a few decades 
such culture, such a high level of design as these 
buildings display, when they turn that capacity 
upon the problems of town planning, as they are 
beginning to do, will, I am convinced, achieve 
equal success 

Beautiful as are many of the towers of New York 
when considered singly, there is yet lacking to me 
the sense of grouping between them which would 
ig from their forming parts of a greater design 
Fine as individuals, they bear yet little relation or 
proportion to each other. I am inclined to com- 
pare a cluster of them with the three related towers 
of that older Lincoln which we prize 

However that may be; as architects we are 
trained to rely on orderly planning and propor- 
tional relation ; and we naturally believe that they 
can be applied to towns ; that the application of 
foresight and planning would result in the better 
distribution and relation to each other of industrial, 
commercial and residential areas, and could secure 
the more generous reservation of belts of open 
































space to protect and define the different parts of 
the town, the wards, the suburbs, the dormitories 
or the satellite towns ; that cities should extend 
not by fortuitous accretions around the circum- 
ference, but by the addition of definitely planned 
and defined suburbs or satellite towns, each made 
as self-contained as possible, depending on the 
main centre only for those functions which are by 
their nature centralised ; that the position of suit 
able rapid transit lines to connect these parts to the 
centre and to each other could be laid down and 
reserved, and that congestion of street traffic could 
be prevented not only by the provision of adequate 
roads, but mainly by the proper localisation of the 
life of each district, and the saving of a large part 
of the useless carting and rushing about which now 
springs from so many people, buildings, and parts 
‘of the town being in the wrong pla We are 
convinced that congestion will be cured not by 
increasing the density of the crowd, but by trans- 
forming the crowd into an orderly queue, ‘This at 
least is the alternative we offer to the policy of 
expansion upwards, being convinced that nothing 
can be gained by crowding. 
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Discussion 
‘THE PRESIDENT, MR. J. ALFRED GOTCH, IN THE CHAIR. 


Mr. H. C. GOOCH (Chairman, London County 
Council) ? T esteem it an honour to be allowed to pro- 
pose a vote of thanks to the lecturer to-night. And 
may I say atonce, as one who has lived in London all his 
life, that T agree with every word that he has said. I 
am sure that any upholder of high buildings who failed 
to be convinced by his arguments would have been 
convinced by his pictures. We must remember that 
London is several hundreds of miles north of New 
York, and that all the difficulties in New York which 
Mr. Unwin has described would be aggravated to a 
much greater degree were it possible to translate the 
New York conditions to the London in which we live. 
One of the first things that would happen, I think, 
would be that our streets would never get dry. We 
know perfectly well that in the last few days, though 
there has been very little rain, many of our streets have 
been permanently wet ; and if a large proportion of 
the population were condemned to live opposite damp 
streets, I do not think anybody who is responsible for 
the health of the people would. view the possibility 
with enthusiasm, It is very difficult at the present 
moment to steer traffic on these greasy streets, and if 
we had New York conditions, the confined streets, the 
absence of sun, and the absence of fresh air, it would 
bealmost impossible to steer the London traffic, unless 
it was on Gixed line, | Whatever may be said a8 to 
ie value of high buildings for business purposes— 
and T thiol the ip exp ite to be seid—there 
nothing whatever to be said for them as habitations for 
the people. Those of us who are connected with the 
‘education service in London know that even now the 
present height of buildings is a serious difficulty in 
providing proper exercise and air and light for the 
young population. If the children were condemned to 
ive in buildings in which they could only get up and 
down by express lifts, they would not have the oppor- 
tunity for healthy exercise on the ground which they 
need, and which we believe is absolutely necessary. 
‘There is one other thing that I would like to say, 
which is, perhaps, only a city amenity. If people lived 
in these uildings and could sce nothing but 
other high buildings, and could not sce anything green 
—a tree or a patch of grass—it would be a very great 
lack in their lives, Houses of moderate height, from 
which the residents can all see something green, even 
if itis only a small area of grass, add materially to the 
spiritual welfare of the people. "And I submitto those 
ising to plan a large town in order to house its popu- 
lation, that the motto should be, not 2s the sky-scraper 
‘supporter would hav Upward,” but “ Outward.” 
Mr. E. R. FORBER, C.B.E. (Ministry of Health), 
in seconding the vote of thanks, said : Tam especially 





























delighted, as an official colleague of Mr. Unwin’sy 
and as one who has been very closely associated 
with him during the last four years, to sce the 
splendid reception which this meeting of his brother- 
architects has given him. Personally, T am satisfied 
that much of the work and teaching of Mr. Ra 
Unwin will endure long after the Ministry of Health 
has been decently interred. 

do not propose to follow Mr. Unwin into those very 
fascinating figures which he has laid before us to-night. 
Perhaps he will forgive me if I commend his statistical 
methods to those magazine statisticians who used to 
excite us with wonderful di and figures, It is 
quite possible that Mr. Unwin’s figures, or his inter~ 

retation of them, might be challenged. ‘I have myself 
Rad to make a lot of statistics, and my experience is 
that they have got to be pretty’ poor figures nowadays 
if you cannot make them support two conflicting con- 
clusions. To my mind, Mr. Unwin has made it per 
fectly clear that high buildings are a very serious cause 
of the great traffic difficulty. He has given the advo- 
cates of that form of construction a good deal to 
answer and a good deal to think about, I was rather 
comforted when Mr. Unwin set out to make our flesh 
creep that he had to go for his illustrations to America, 
If there were time, I think it might be worth while to 
0 more deeply into that. We have been making towns, 
and extending towns, for hundreds of years. We have 
not had the advantage of limitless land, or ‘* checker- 
board "—I think that was the term he used —“ checker- 
board developments,” or easily provided broad 
avenues, and yet, somehow, we have avoided these 
ghastly messes into which our American friends seem 
to have got. I do not know why that is, whether itis 
because we are “* dead slow,” or that we have got no 
imagination, or whether it is just our simple sanity. 
I feel sure it is not just mere accident. 

Ttis an important function, T think, for this learned 
Institute and apostles like Mr. Raymond Unwin to 
examine problems of this kind and to suggest means by 
which such dangers can be avoided ; and for central 
government and local governing bodies to make wise 
Use of the advice you are able to give them. You have 
heard, from the Chairman of the London County 
Council, how he has been confirmed in his faith. 
think we may confidently expect that we shall be 
spared, in London at all events, the worst evils which 
are to be seen in New York and other cities in America, 

Professor 8, D. ADSHEAD [F.]: I came here to- 
night with anticipations of hearing some new argu- 
ments in favour of high buildings. “This question has 
now come to be an almost perennial one, but I feel, 
from the tone of the meeting, that its solution is very 
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near at hand. I, of course, agree with everything that 
my friend Mr. Unwin has said ; one only feels that his 
ty in piling up arguments in favour of his case is 
somewhat unnecessarily overwrought ; the case is self- 
evident. 

‘There is one point, however, in Mr, Unwin's state- 
ment which some may have misinterpreted. I think 
‘Mr. Unwin said that were Central London occupied 
householders, we should have increased congestion, 
know he does not mean what his words convey to me, 
but it would be well if he were to clear the point u 
that there may be no mistake about it. If you take a 
map of London showing the movements of its popula 
tion, you find that the old residential area has rapidly 
decreased in the centre; but that does not mean that 
the congestion has decreased also, Areas of what were 
‘once residential houses, such as one finds in Russell 
‘Square, are now occupied by buildings like the Russell 
Hoel "The old inbabitans used to ive quietly at home, 
but now that these areas are occupied by a different 
type of building, very much higher buildings—not so 
High as our American friends might have erected, but 
very much higher than their predecessors—and ‘now 
that they are filled with a class who move about in 
hordes, and with tremendous rapidity from place to 
place, there has undoubtedly been increased congestion 
1m the streets. ‘Thus the decreasing population in the 
ccentre of London is no sign of a decrease in congestion, 
but rather, otherwise, it is a sign of a 
crease in the congestion. The whole question is, I 
think, summed up by Mr. Gooch, the Chairman of the 
London County Council, when he says that the pro- 
blem of dealing with an increasing population depends 
for its solution on a well thought out scheme of dis- 
tribution, 

Mr, E. P. WARREN (F-]: I should like to add my 
quota of high appreciation to the remarks which have 
been made in praise of Mr. Unwin's Paper to-night. 1 
have never heard, I think, at any meeting of the Insti- 
tute, or indeed anywhere else, a case stated so tem; 
rately and lucidly, with such deliberate consideration 
and ‘so much Lehae, Mr. a been ex- 
tremely convincing in his arguments, because, among 
ther reason, he hs put the case against high builds 
ings in auch ‘a fair and gentle presentation. I think 
‘most of us, if we were wavering on the subject—which 
1 was not—must have been thoroughly convinced by 
Mr. Unwin that it would be an appalling disaster if 
London, by legislative processes or otherwise, were to 
admit buildings of even half the height of those in New 
York and Chicago. I agree with the gentleman who 
followed Mr. Unwin that London is relatively sunless, 
and if we were to deprive ourselves of any atom of that 
sunshine which is rareand but sparingly bestowed upon 
uus—by nature, circumstances and smoke—our state 
would truly be deplorable. If a building is allowed to 
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rear itself to more than the average scale, the result 
upon its neighbours is disastrous. Now, where I live, 
T have to be in shadow several hours a day, whereas 
formerly for certain hours of the day during certain 
months of the year I had sunshine, Now I have to 
‘ait until the sun has almost set before I can get any at 
all. "Thatis an effect of the recent erection of a relatively. 
high building, a mere cottage on the New York scale, 
and if we were to have anything like even the lowest of 
the American high buildings in London, with out 
narrow streets and cor tion, the result would be a 
decrease of health and cheerfulness, and I think an in- 
evitable increase of all kinds of depression, and 
bably disease. Our scale does not permit of buildings 
ofthat kind. I'shall not say that there may not be areas 
in London or its outskirts where higher buildings are 
admissible. But, as Mr, Unwin has so ably pointed out, 
there is the further and definitely injurious effect of high 
buildings in the congestion of traffic caused by their 
concentration in relatively small areas of a considerable 
increasein population. You cannot go through Oxford 
Street and Regent Street to-day without observing the 
processions of enormous buses, and having the greatest 
difficulty in getting from one point to another, ‘That 
a foretaste of what would happen in London if instead 
of inducing, as it is our duty to do, people to go farther 
out of London, we induce them to crowd even more 
into it. We have made and accepted our scale, 
result of our climate and conditions, and, without either 
colossal in street widening, or extreme practical 
and esthetic disadvantage, we cannot materially alter it, 
Professor BERESFORD PITE [FJ]; We should 
remind ourselves of the continuous debt we are, and 
have been, under to Mr. Raymond Unwin ever since 
the inauguration of the Housing and Town-planniny 
Conference in 1909, which came to fruition, through 
his assiduous labours, in 1910. From that period on- 
ward we have continually received great assistance from 
Mr. Unwin's industry, lucidity, and—if I may say so 
—his admirable good nature, He undertakes no 
problem otherwise than in a friendly and judicio 
way, and his presentation of the subject to-night has 
been entirely characteristic. We heartily congratulated 
hhim and the Local Government Board of old, when it 























‘opened its eyes and its arms to Mr. Unwin, We know 
that his work for the nation at large has been of extra- 
ordinary value. 


‘The point of view of this paper is rather new. ‘The 
effect on light and air in a city was disposed of, so far 
a8 we are concerned, some time ago ; and itis flogging 
‘dead horse to insist on the generally deleterious effect, 
of high buildings to the health of the city worker. Mr. 
Unwin to-night has been demonstrating the effect of 
high buildings on the transport problem. His conten- 
tions will come home to all who suffer from the crowded 
condition of the streets. This difficulty has extended 
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far outside the City area, into the West End as far as the 
Marble Arch, At this time of the year the greatest, 
causes of this nuisance are the shops. Ido not think’ 
we shall be inclined to show mercy to their owners 
when they urge us to make these business premises 
higher. If we could persuade them not to delay foot 
passengers by their attractive wares, some of our dis- 
comfort might be got rid of. 

‘A very important and interesting aspect of the sub- 
ject could be dealt with upon the views which Mr. 
‘Unwin showed of the buildings : T mean the ssthetic 
side of the question. I am inclined to suggest that the 
design manifested in a tower building is wasted if there 

another high building, of equally interesting design, 
placed close to it. One of the New York buildings is 
enough to give dignity to a whole city; if in London 
we had one building alone of that sort, we should be 
quite satisfied, but dissatisfied with 4 dozen, or a 
hundred, We have to realise what the effect would be 
if instead of having one Victoria ‘Tower, which 
beautiful addition to the landscape of London, we had 
a hundred such crowded into a small area. We should 
be then in very much the same condition as they are 
‘on Manhattan Island, ‘These buildings destroy the 
effect of one another when they are placed in con- 
tiguity, amiting the eye at once without any considera- 
tion of breadth or grouping effect, as Mr. Unwin 
pointed out, 

On the general question, this Institute could not 

ibly deal with any abstract doctrine of the advisa~ 
lity of high or low buildings. ‘To preach a crusade, 
oF a campaign, for higher buildings is as ridiculous as 
to preach a campaign for a brighter London promoted 
by twinkling lights on the streets at night. "There is a 
falue note about i of uneeality, and I hope tha, a far 
as the Institute is concerned, we have heard the last of 
is certainly open to us, and I think it falls to 
us in an especial degree as an Institute, to consider the 
social aspects of these problems, Tnasmuch as any one 
of us might one day be commissioned to design a 
highly remunerative building, it is befitting that we 
should, as an Institute, maintain our public character 
i ion or movement that 
ly ed as anti-social, inimical to the 
of the voiceless workers who never hope to 
commission an architect to defend their interests, And 
from that point of view, without any doubt, we hold a 
brief for the worker, and we will justify ourselves bj 
remembering that the predominant element in art 
reasonable pleasure ; and reasonable pleasure will 
diminished in London,. or in any other cit y 
admitting the right of selfish interests to erect hig 
buildings to the detriment of the public, 

T heartily wish to thank Mr. Unvwin for his paper to- 
night, and to express in some measure our esteem for 
him and for his work, 








































Sir MARTIN CONWAY, M.P.: I hesitate to in- 
tervene in this discussion, because to say anything 
worth while would take me much too long, and 
there is not enough time, I think this is a’ most 
scientific, carefully thought out, most valuable paper ; 
1 do not wish it to be thought for one instant 
that I depreciate the paper, for I have listened to 
with enthralled interest. But I have noticed a certain 
atmosphere in the room. I ask how many people in 
this room have ever lived in high buildings ;_might I 
ask those who have lived in high buildings to'hold 
their hands? You see there are only very few. t 
have, and I must say that never in my life have T 
experienced, either when living in the country or on 
the top of high mountains or anywhere else, a more 
comfortable, charming or delightful place than in 
about the fifteenth or the twentieth storey of a really 
high building. ‘The C! of the London County 
Council spoke in a depreciating sense of the view from 
a high building. ‘The view from the high buildings in 
New York is incomparably the most beautiful view in 

If you look out of those windows you do 
hit of grass”: from these high buildings 
you see" All the kingdoms of the world and the ge 
Orthem "': you look out on the ocean from New York 
Harbour and away across to New Jersey. ‘The most 
glorious view I know of in any town is to be had from 
the high buildings of New York; that is beyond 
dispute or discussion, 

‘The other day I had occasion to consider how very 
beautiful the view of Jerusalem was from the Mount of 
Olives, and I was wondering what were the great cities 
Thad geen which were outstandingly magnificent and 
‘beautiful ; and there is no question that New York, 
seen from New Jersey, surpasses any town view I know 
in the world for beauty, under suitable light and atmo- 
spheric conditions, most splendid sight, and 
arriving there by steamer you encounter a sight never 
to be forgotten. Beauty New York undoubtedly has, 
and of the highest order. 

With regard to the cars, there are one or two caveats 
T would like to utter. Firstly, two out of every three 
American cars are out of action most of the time, and 
Mr, Unwin has not taken any note of that. And then 
I join issue with him in his statement that the higher 
up you get, the less the floor space. On the contra 
the higher you go, the| more floor space you hav 
there are more lifts to the bottom ten storeys than to 
the next ten, and there are still fewer lifts occupied in 
taking you fo the top. 

‘Another thing I would say is, that the congestion in 
New York is not the result of the high buildsaga, but 
the high buildings are the result of the congestion, 
When you have a nation of upwards of a hundred 
millions of inhabitants, enormously active in manu- 
facture, in commerce and industry, and with the re- 
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sources which the land of the United States possesses, 
being exploited with the energy of such a people, you 
must produce a city where ultimately the amount of 
business which comes into it will be enormous. And 
that has got to be done in a small area, and it is that 
Which makes the congestion, and which produces the 
need for high buildings. They had to have them, it 
was not choice. The buildings were not put there 
because they wanted to have them ; they had to have 
them, and they go on building them because they have 
to have them, One hears allusions as if it were proposed 
to put up high buildings in London so close to each 
other as to shut out the light, Nobody, except a 
madman, proposes anything of the sort. If you are to 
have higher buildings you must have wide spaces 
between them, and no one has suggested anything else. 
Instead of producing darkness, you produce light after 
you get to the fourth or the fifth storey ; every single 
Storey higher up has much more light than have the 
corresponding storeys below. If you were to have a 
40-storey building on the site of the Bank of England, 
the bottom storeys might be dark, but the others would 
be lighter than anything you have in London. But if 
you put them alongside each other, like corn in a field, 
there will, of course, be no light. But no one has pro- 
posed to do such a thing, 

My belief in high buildingsis this. Ifyou take the East 
End of London miserable houses with three storeys, 
each with its backyard, and you concentrated the popu 
lation of an acre of such into a tall building, you might 
haye more than three-quarters of an acre of open space, 
and then would not you be better off ? Of course you 
would! You would not have more congestion ; there 
‘would not be any more persons there, you would have 
accommodated them in a rational manner. Congestion 
will come, anyhow. ‘The congestion in London recently 
is due to increased business ; there are more people 
coming to London to do their shopping and to do their 
jobs, And those who come to do their jobs in London 
haye to squeeze themselves into miserable holes of 
offices which are not fit fora rat, in dark cellars and all 
Kinds of places in the City. But go to New York and 
see the offices there where people live and work. And, 
forsooth !| we are told these rat-holes are healthy com= 
pared to the tall buildings which are supposed to pro- 
duce degeneracy and so on. There is no comparison 
‘whatever from the point of view of health. 

One of the reasons New York has to have these things 
is that the land is long and narrow, it is an island ; 
‘whereas London lies on the land like a poached egg. In 
New York traffic runs up and down; in London 
concentrates on a centre. I noticed from Mr, Unwin’s 
diagrams that it was assumed that all the people were 
going to walkin one direction ; there were plenty of side 
streets, but they did not seem to be wanted. If every- 
body is going out of the house at the same time, and 
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they are all going away in one direction, there will, of 
course, be congestion ; it would be so in London. But 
in ordinary human life things do not happen in that 
way; there is greater variety. We do not all start at 
‘one time from a given house and make for the same 
railway station. ‘The reason I want tall buildings for 
London is that I do not want London to come down 
my way into the country. I live in Kent, where we 
havea good human countryside, with oxen and farms, 
and I do not want garden suburbs which spread and 
spread. If you let them spread enough sve shall have 
no country left at all. 

Well, that puts a few of my prejudices into shape. 
I hope I have given utterance to them without 
in any way depreciating or criticising, or even ob- 
Jecting to, the very valuable and interesting Paper 
which we have listened to with so much interest and 
attention, 

Mr. DELISSA JOSEPH [FJ]: So much has 
already been said in commendation of Mr. Unwin’s 
paper that I will limit myself, for the moment, to 
expressing my appreciation of its outstanding quality 
of ingenuity. But I am entitled to ask, while giving 
full credit for the writer's ingenuity, what does that 
ingenuity prove? It proves, beyond question, that in 
tansy of he American cides there i marked conges- 
tion of traffic, and that that congestion of traffic 
probably been—I will not say caused by, but inaterially 
added to by the fact that some buildings have been 
erected in those cities to a height of some 7o0 feet. 
In other words, a normal traffic has become abnormal 
by the abnormal character of some of the buildings in 
those cities. Mr. Unwin offers us no remedy for the 
condition of affairs in New York or in Chicago; but 
he offers us, as I understand, a warning of what will 
happen to us unless we have regard to that which has 
happened in other great cities, My complaint, if I 
may be allowed to express it, against Mr. Unwin is 

that he has taken yery much of the sting from 

his arguments by, throughout his paper, referring to 
higher buildings, ‘and not to sky-scrapers. Now, in 
order to understand the subject and to appreciate it, 
it is absolutely essential to emphasise that there is no 
point of contact between sky-scrapers—which run to 
$90, 600 and 700 feet in height—and the higher build- 
ings which have been advocated for London, and which 
in no case jis it contemplated should exceed 120 to 
150 feet. ‘Therefore, if you read into Mr. Unwin's 
per the real definition of the buildings whose effects 
Troha been describing, you wll get jer stew of the 
real issue of his Paper. ‘That real issue is that, in view 
of the difficulty of traffic which has been created by the 
erection of American aky-scrapers to a height of 700 
feet, we should be warned of what will happen if we 
agree to higher buildings, which will be only 150 feet 
high. If you will rearrange his arguments with those 




















HIGHER BUILDING IN RELATION TO TOWN PLANNING 


definitions before you, you will get his case in better 
perspective. ‘Then you will ask yourselves, What is 
the effect of his warning ? Tsay the warning falls to the 
ground, because the circumstances upon which it is 
founded have never occurred in this country, and 
never will occur in this country, No one has suggested 
sky-scrapers here. I am not sure that Sir Martin 
Conway, some time ago, did not use the word, but he 
quickly modified it when he found how easily it could 
bemisunderstood, No one has argued for sky-scrapers; 
the conditions here do not require them. And that 
brings me to present to you this query Why have 
higher buildings been advocated? ‘That requires 
justifying, in the light of the criticisms we have heard. 
‘Lam almost tired of repeating these formulas, because 
they are so obvious tn those who think. London is the 
centre of the commerce, the shipping, the finance of 
this country—of this Empire, one might say. London 
has proved itself inadequate for the growth of these 
great businesses, and therefore it falls to the citizens to 
Consider how best they can reasonably accommodate 
the growth of the business of this great city, I may 
say, incidentally, there is no point of contact between 
the’ question of higher buildings and the transfer to 
the outskirts of businesses which have been established 
for centuries ; your business premises must adjoin the 

reat markets of the world in the City. Your stock 

oker must be near the Stock Exchange—this is all 
obyious—the bill-brokers must be near the Bank, the 
shipping must be near the Baltic Exchange ; 
practically impossible to move any of these great activi- 
ties into the outskirts, Nor ean Stores, such as those 
in the West End, be properly transferred to other dis 
tricts. For the cases I haye mentioned, it is essential 
you should provide accommodation in the vicinity of 
the respective Exchanges. And if that accommodation 
can be obtained by raising the height of the bulldogs 
because, after all, the height of buildings is an artificial 
figure, arrived at us lately as 1894; before that, there 
was no restriction as to the height of buildings in this 
country—if that can be done it should be permitted, 
For good reasons, at that time, it was said that a build- 
ing should not exceed 80 feet with two storeys in the 
roof, except with the prior consent of the Council. 
‘That was because, at that time, London was threatened 
with some high buildings, and London was not pre- 
pared to attack them adequately in case of fire. But 
inthe ensuing 30 years matters have changed, methods 
of construction and methods of fighting fire have been 
altered, therefore the need for that restriction no longer 
exists. I submit this: that if we are to apply Mr. 
Unwin's reasoning literally, if we are to curtail the 
development of the shipping, the banking, the insur- 
ance, and the general mercantile development of the 
City of London, if we are to be prevented, because of 
troublesome traffic problems developing into still 



































greater ones, from extending these businesses—and 
if we are to allow the development of those great 
businesses to be hampered, it will be a great misfor- 
tune. I submit that traffic problems are matters for the 
traffic experts ; let them devote their minds to those 
problems, which so far they have failed to abate one jot. 
Are the needs of this great heart of the Empire to be 
allowed to suffer by the curtailment of the opportunities 
of development, and shall adequate accommodation 
be checked because there may be still more congestion 
of traffic? Tsay that if Mr. Unwin’s forebodings are 
regarded by serious men—which I suggest they will 
not be—we shall have to bring the affairs of this great 
city to a standstill, He practically says: “Do not 
develop, because if you develop you will increase the 
population, and if you increase the population you will 
increase the traffic, and if you increase the traffic it 
will take you longer to get home than it does now 1" 
‘Therefore I subi with the greatest res} to Mr, 
Unwin and to his ingenuity and his extremely moderate 
way of presenting the subject—and I am sure he has 
presented it with complete conviction from his own 
point of yiew—I submit that the logical outcome of 
his theories would be not merely to prevent the 
erection of higher buildings, but also to require the 
removal of omnibuses from the streets because they 
are obstructive. You might as well argue that the 
great lorries which go carrying goods from the Port of 
London and the warehouses to the stores and show- 
rooms in London must not be allowed in the streets, 
because they not only help to obstruct the streets 
when they are travelling, but they block them when 
they are standing outside the premises to which they 
deliver goods, goods on which depend the trade and 
commerce of the country. I hope I have shown you, 

the method of reductio ad absurdum, the impractica~ 
ility of the arguments Mr. Unwin has put forward. 
Tf you do not build higher, what will you do? Even 
Mr. Unwin will admit that something must be done to 
meet the increased demand for accommodation, If you 
do not build upwards, you must dig downwards, and that 
is whatisbeingdoneto-day: basements, sub-basements, 
andsub-sub-basements are being formed, because of the 
grotesque limits which are put upon the heights to 
Which buildings may go ; and in these deep basements 
men are living and working, using the electric light all 
day, and having forced ventilation; and under the 
present Public Health legislation there is no provision 
Which can touch this method. I ask you to judge 
between the alternatives : whether you would continue 
to build downwards and suffocate your workers, or 
build upwards and give them light and ai 

And we must ask ourselves this : What is the main 
motive behind what you may call the act of building ? 
Men build for profit, and not for considerations either 
of amenity or esthetics. When a man contemplates, 
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or desires, to increase the height of his building, his 
purpose is simple: he wants to increase the quantity 
of his business, so that it may justify the additional 
expenditure on his building. ‘That is one class of 
those who build. ‘The other class are investors, who 
desire to put their eapital into buildings and draw from 
that source the largest possible legitimate profit. Mr. 
Unwin says a man's desire to put the largest amount 
upon his land is an obsession. Then, if that is $0, we 
are all suffering from the obsession to obtain a reason- 
able return upon the capital we invest. If you bear 
that in mind, that the prime object of the claim for 
higher buildings is adequately to accommodate, in suit- 
able centres, the growing business of this country, and 
that those who engage in building do so to obtain a 
reasonable return from their outlay, you bring yourself 
down to earth, and instead of indulging in theories, you 
will consider these practical issues, which are not un- 
worthy of consideration by a body of men like those in 
the Royal Institute of British Architects, who would 
nm but for the needs which call for the play of 
their skill, 

My concluding words are these : In 1920 I read a 
Paper before the Institute on “ Higher Bu 
London,” and I think to that extent I was a 
this topic. ‘The then chairman of the 
Committee of the London County Council took part 
in the debate, and he pointed out the impossil 
increasing buildings from 80 feet to 120 or 150 feet— 
we only asked for 120 feet in wide streets, and 150 feet 
facing open spaces like parks and the riverside. He 
said they could not allow buildings of more than So feet 
hecause water could not be pumped higher than 80 
feet. He omitted to mention that, where a high build- 
ing exists in such a vital in the City as St. 
Paut!'s Cathedral, there have been introduced electric 
pumps which from the 8o-foot height can throw water 
‘over the top of the dome, 300 feet from the pavement. 
‘The then President, Mr. John Simpson, then made 
this memorable remark : “' It is grotesque that archi- 
tecture and its development should be restricted 
by the height to which the Fire Brigade can squirt 
a'stream of water.” ‘The question of pumping water 
to the necessary height has been disposed of long 


ther Paper on" Building Heights 

Mr. Unwin sent a memoran- 
dum in connection with that Paper, which was read to 
the meeting in his absence ; and that memorandum 
pointed out that a congestion of motor cars would 
necessarily follow the erection of higher buildings : he 
went over the same ground as he has to-night. “I then 
observed that Mr. Unwin was considering the question 
of higher buildings in terms of motor ears only. ‘That 
was received by many as a very fair summary of the 
contentions he then put forward ; and I do not think I 
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can do better than leave the subject now with the 
same remark, 

But Mr. Unwin has given us peculiar pleasure, not 
merely by reason of the ingenuity of his Paper, and not 
only by the temperate manner in which he has pre- 
sented his subject, but by the object-lesson he has 

ven us of the real beauty of the American sky-scraper. 
fan truly say that may’ heart leaped with joy, a6 3 
always does when I see great things, when I saw on the 
creen those noble structures, 

Mr. ANDREW T. TAYLOR, 

In this old battle 
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came rather spoiling for a fight to-night. | 1 was 
afraid at first that the unanimity of the speakers 
was so definite that I should not have it, But on 


looking round I saw my old antagonist Mr. Joseph, 
and also Sir Martin Canieay, end 1 200k hace 
again. 
T can quite understand Sir Martin Conway's love for 
sky-scrapers ; he is a celebrated mountaineer, he is at 
home in them, and so I am not surprised at the joy he 
has in living twenty-five storeys up. T ean also under 
stand the pleasure he experienced in sailing into New 
York Harbour and seeing those immense buildings, but 
L rather wondered when he said he thought New York 
was the most beautiful city in the world, I haye often 
sailed into New York Harbour, but I confess 1 have 
not the same pleasure in it that he has ; it has never 
struck me in that way, I have thought what an extra- 
ordinary jumble of buildings they were, w y 
grouping or arrangement. But the point is not what 
‘good for New York the practical point is, what is 
good for London? Ladmire Mr. Joseph's persistency 
‘and consistency in all’his utterances. Whenever the 
London County Council allows « building to go up a 
foot or two higher than 80 feet, immediately Mr. Joseph 
writes a letter to. The Times, and claims a victory for 
his cause, and adds another scalp to his saddle-bow. 
Tt makes one rather careful as to whut one does ; 
because he ignores the fact that in all these cases there 
is a special reason why the building should be a little 
higher, ‘Therefore I would respectfully iggest to Mr. 
Joseph that if he desires to get higher buildings he 
should not write to The Times, ‘There is an object- 
lesson in the reconstruction of Regent Street, Some 
of us lament the loss of the charm of those low build- 
ings; You got sunshine and breadth of street, ladies 
could shop in the sunshine, in the light and brightness, 
But now you have several buildings 80 feet high, and it 
is obvious to everyone that there is a distinct loss of 
light, sunshine and beauty. Only a few of those build- 
ings have been put up yet, but when you have the 
whole of Regent Street, on both sides, with So-feet-high 
buildings, and when you have the Quadrant on both 
sides 80 feet high, I am afraid Regent Street will be a 
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intment. Imagine it with buildings 1 
fect high, a8 I gather Mr. Joseph would like to sce it, 
or even’ 120 feet high; contemplate it. ‘Then, 
further, imagine buildings 120 feet high in streets in 
the City which are only 28 fest wide; they would be 
dark, they would be impossible, 

At this late hour I cannot go into all the arguments, 
but you are familiar with them, so let me merely men- 
tion one or two. 

First of all, there is the traffic question, It is no use 
Mr. Joseph pooh-poohing that, and sayi matter 
for experts. Just now we are at our wits’ end how to 
grapple’ London isin achaoticstate, We have no 
Board whichis responsible, and every day’ 
in its confusion. ‘To add buildings twice as hig! 
the City would aggravate that to an enormous extent, 
You have to get people in, in the morning, and to 
them out again at night, and those who know anything 
about trams and buses and trains will appreciate the 
difficulty in connection with tha 

‘Then there is the question of fire-protection. Mr. 
Joseph says there is no difficulty about attacking fire in 
high buildings, but Lam afraid he knows nothing about 
the Fire Brigade, Our Fire Officers tell us that an 
So-foot warehouse is as high as they can deal with 
adequately in case of fire. All the theoretical know- 
ledge i the wart is oF bo use ngeinnt practical Enot= 


‘Phen there ie the question of health and surwhine, 
Doctors will tell you that the loss of life, especially 
child life, is enormous in London owing to the lack of 
sunshine in the streets, and anything which will make 
that wore wll bea very seriou thing forthe health of 
the people. 

Mr, Joseph asks, Whatis the remedy ? My remedy 
is, decentralise the population in the City of London, 
‘There is no need for people to erowd into that one little 
square mile, ‘There are certain businesses whi it is 
necessary should be there, such as the Stock Exchange, 
Lloyd's, and so on, but itis not necessary for hundreds 
of other businesses to be in the City at all. ‘The fact 
is that they are actually going further out every day. 
All round Bloomsbury insurance and other offices can 
he seen ; and along the whole of Kingsway there are 
commercial businesses, also along Euston Road and 
‘Marylebone Road ; large public buildings are going up 
there on every hand, And to-day there are miles of 
streets on the outskirts of the City which are not more 
than three or four storeys high, and every one of them 
could go up to 80 feet. Do that first of all ; double 
the height if you like, thus spreading the area of the 
population, and then you wil get double the aecom- 
‘modation without sky-scrapers and without any altera- 
tion of the Building Laws, ‘Try that first, and when 
that is accomplished, then, but not till then, let us 
consider higher buildings. 













































Mr. H. M. FLETCHER [F.]: Even now, Mr. 
President, may I add a few words? Mr. Joseph has 
spoken about the importance of keeping business in the 
centre of London ; what is business, compared with 
the health and amenities of the inhabitants of London 
Sir Martin Conway spoke of the effect at the Bank of 
added storeys ; but what would be the effect on Loth- 
bury, and Capel Court, the Mansion House and the 
Exchange ? He leaves that out of consideration, 

Twas amazed at the moderation of many of Mr. 
Unwin’s diagrams. He did not point out that in each 
‘case where he showed the volume of trafic from one 
of these high buildings there was an. equal volume 
of traffic coming from the buildings all round, ‘The 
amount of traffic he showed was not to be compared. 
with the total traffic. If you have been in New York 

‘ou will know what the traffic is. The photographs 

1¢ showed of the congestion of cars, tramears, etc., 
give no conception of what itis from five to six in the 
afternoon ; tramcars are surrounded by clusters of 
people hanging on like bees to a hive, or like bunches 
of grapes. Would Mr. Joseph like to be a bee, or a 
rape, under those conditions ? 

‘The trouble is equal in other cities, like Phila- 
delphia, Iam intimately acquainted with a family 
who live thirteen miles from Philadelphia, and who 
occasionally go there for an afternoon's shopping by 
car; and whenever that happens the whole of the 
thirteen-mile journey is occupied in planning where 
they can possibly park the car during the visit to four 
o five shops. They are not allowed te stand the carin 
front of a shop for one instant longer than necessary 
to get in and out of it. ‘The probability i tha i has 
to be left in a place a quarter of a mile away, and then 
the people have to walk back from the shop to the ear, 
and then plan again where it shall be put, ‘The incon 
Yeniences are incredible to us. And, whatever those in 
favour of high buildings may say, this condition of 
things is entirely one of high buildings, and, as Mr. 
‘Unwin pointed out, it is not due to the whole place 
being built up to thirty storeys, but to what amounts 
to seven storeys over the whole area, 

‘The wsthetic point of view is one we need not 

to, From certain points of view, the New York sky- 
scraper are exrardinarilyimpoving, especially as you 
et them end on as you come up the harbour, and they 
are grouped together. ‘The photographs Mr. Unwin 
showed gave the least favourable view, that is, from 
the side, from which view they look like a mouthful of 


i Une 

Unwin has knocked the last nail into the coffin 
of the high building fallacy, and I should like to see 
the Institute take its courage in both hands and 
distribute Mr. Unwin's paper gratis to every Town 
Council, to every town which has a town-planning 
scheme, and especially to those which have not. 
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Col, C. H. BRESSEY (Ministry of Transport) : I 
expect the problem of transport is exercising your 
minds anxiously at present in relation to getting home 
to-night ; therefore the shorter my remarks the better. 

[live on the opposite side of the road to Mr. Unwin ; 
Tlook up from the lowly building allotted to Trans- 
port to the lofty palace of the Ministry of Health, 
with whom we have the pleasure of working in many 
capacities. One point comes to my mind on hearing 
this admirable paper, and that is, that the hole pro- 
blem of town development is becoming a question of 
traffic control, We have Town-planning Authorities, 
Housing Authorities, Building Act Authorities, Author- 
ities looking after recreation grounds, schools, and so 
forth, but no London Traffic Authority is in existence. 
We are told there are experts who are controlling the 
matter, but Ido not know what power they possess. 
‘The London Traffic Authority is non-existent, though 
a Bill has been drafted for its establishment; and 1 
hope that, whatever change may take place in the 
Government of the country, some Rill to that effect 
will be placed on the Statute Book soon, as nothing 
could be more important or more urgent. 

I fully agree with what has been said as to the 
need for decentralisation, Colonisation has always 
been one of the characteristics of the British race ; 
it is needed for London. ‘The whole of the control 
of London, for every purpose, was concentrated 
in the Guildhall for many centuries. Then it 
moved to Spring Gardens for many purposes. Now 
that Spring Gardens has been outgrown, what has 
the London County Council done? It has not 
attempted to erecta twenty-storey building in Spring 
Gardens, but has colonised the other side of the 
river. There is much to be learned from that move. 
‘The south side of the river contains an enormous tract 
of country which might be developed very usefully for 
commercial, industrial and administrative purposes if 
additional bridges were constructed. A great remedy 
can be effected in that manner. The difficulties of 
transport at present can hardly be exaggerated, and 
Mr. Unwin's pictures, showing the amount of space 
occupied by the traffic attracted by city buildings and 
the trade carried on there, proves how necessary it is 
that every form of traffic which can avoid the central 
area should be switched off elsewhere. There is no 
doubt the most useful office to be performed by 
a London Authority would be a discrimination of the 
various forms of traffic, so that vehicles which have no 
need to enter the heart of the town shall be diverted 
round the town by such roads as are now under con- 
struction—e.g. the North Circular Road, which I hope 
be completed in about 18 months; the Eastern 

id Western Avenues, too, need connecting, so as to 
reduce the pressure on the central area, It is tasks of 
that sort which must be faced by a London Traffic 
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‘Authority. And, whatever the constitution of that 
body may be, Isincerely urge—and I think Mr. Unwin. 
will agree with me—that nothing could be more 
pressing than the setting up of some such authority to 
grapple with problems the intensity of which has been 
so clearly described by Mr. Unwin. 

‘The President put the vote to the meeting, and it 
was carried by acclamation. 

Mr. RAYMOND UNWIN [F]] (in reply): Ihave 
to thank you all, most sincerely, for the very kind and 
flattering way in which you have expressed your thanks 
to me. 

T will not, at this late hour, go over most of the 
arguments that have been used ; many of them have 
been favourable to my contention. There are, how- 
ever, one or two things I would like to say. 

‘There is, first of all, the main difference between Mr. 
Joseph's position and ours; it is simply that Mr. 
Joseph, a8 I think, looks at the question from the point 
of view of the owner of the individual plot, and what 
he can do to make the most of it: while we look at it 
from the point of view of someone concerned with the 
town asa whole: we take the view that the whole is. 
greater than the part, We are somewhat astonished at 
the suggestion that the owner of the individual plot 
who happens to have the God-given space of the River 
"Thames against him should be entitled to carry his 
building up an extra height so that he may monopolise 
the advantage of that space, and prevent the open and 
sunlit area from benefiting the people behind. We 
are still more astonished that anybody who should 
happen to front an open space which may have been 
bought at a great price by or for the public should, on 
that account, claim an extra licence to go up and 
obliterate the benefit of that open space, so that it is 
no longer of use to the adjoining public. It must be 
that we look at things differently. It is a similar 
difference that I have with Sir Martin Conway. He is 
impressed with the advantage of living at the top, or 
near the top, of one of those beautiful buildings which 
T have shown you in New York. T also have had the 
good fortune to spend afew days in a very handsome 
fiat well up in one of those buildings ; but I cannot 
‘overlook the fact that the higher those buildings are, 
the greater are the number of people that live down 
below me, and whose light and air I am taking away 
from them so that I may enjoy that magnificent outlook 
which appeals to him so much. 

With regard to the beauty of New York asa whole, 
does not appeal to me, And while I think there is 
immense beauty and impressiveness in the individual 
buildings, there are very few points of view in which 
they do not conflict with one another ; and they simply 
avoid making anything of a picture or group. It 

true that in certain states of the atmosphere—that is, 
when you cannot see them very well—they are dis- 
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tinctly impressive as a group. But, apart from that, 
my admiration is for the individual building : the mass 
of them seems to me formless. 

Regarding the main point Mr. Joseph made, that I 
Was dealing with sky-sctapers and not high buildings, 
I must dissent from that. I said that if any single 
storey was added to any building in the City of London, 
we should rue it in our traffic, And Mr. Joseph, for 
the heights he advocates, has only to stop at the first 
stage of my diagrams, and I am satisfied with the 
‘arguments from the result which is shown there. The 
fact is that our streets are much less in area and width 
than those in the cities I have been dealing with, and 
wwe cannot afford to increase the traffic by going up. I 
deny that this will oppose any obstacle to business. 
admit it may possibly happen that Messrs. Horner and 
Plums will not get quite so many people flocking into 
their shop ; but is it such a vital matter to the City of 
London that ten thousand people should go there, 
instead of five thousand there and five thousand to 
some other equally good store, that the traffic of the 
City of London is to be upset for that privilege ? There 
is no reason or advantage in it; I have yet to see 
arguments put forward which show any’ sufficient 
Public interest that is being served by the growing 
congestion that is characteristic of the great cities of 
this and other countries. I believe this expansion up- 
wards is entirely in a false direction ; that it leads us 
nowhere; that more and more congestion results, 
Which is detrimental to the lives of the Besple wba ive 
in the city, is depreciating their standard of health, and 
is making impossible the good life that a people have 
a right to expect to live in the cities. ‘That congestion, 
which, I believe, is an inevitable consequence, consti- 
tutes the case against high buildings. Let us hesitate 
to allow in London even a small addition to the height 
of buildings, because if any appreciable part of London 
Were built up to an extent approaching the limit which 
is at present allowed, we should have all our capacity 
taxed to handle the traffic in the streets, ‘There is one 
comfort : that these people who go up often defeat 
their own purposes! On three occasions the main 
shopping centre in New York has had to move to a 
new situation largely because the traffic congestion was 
0 great that comfort in shopping had ceased to exist, 
I anticipate that before many years have elapsed the 
Loop in Chicago will cease to be a first-class shopping 
one, because people of sense will go and shop in a 
more comfortable quarter. I would warn shopk 
of Regent Street and other similar places that they run 
@ considerable risk in shutting out the sunlight and 
destroying the beauty of a street which hes, uncon- 
-sciously perhaps, proved attractive to the shopper. I 

not be surprised if, before very many years are 
ut, We see a movement away from those streets which 
are being hemmed in by high buildings in such a way 











that the pleasure of going to shop there will become 
less than it was, partly because of the loss of sunlight, 
and_partly by reason of the increased congestion of 
traffic, People who say this congestion ia good for 
business are antiquated in their ideas. Do they realise 
that we have telephones and all kinds of new apparatus 
for diminishing distance, and that in a few years the 
assistant secretary of the Minister of Pensions will be 
able to sit in his new building at Acton, and will not 
nly be able to talk with his chief in Whitehall, but 
will have a picture of his chicf before him while he 
talks, and will be able to see the changes on his coun 
tenance, and carry on the conversation with all the 
advantages he would have if he were sitting in the same 
room? This idea that you must pile all the business 
pon one spot isan, antiquated dea, and one which 
ignores modern conditions. How shall we deal with 
aeroplanes and such things in the future if we do not 
leave some open space for them and other new inyen- 
tions which may come along? Congestion is all on 
the wrong tack, there is nothing to be gained by 
crowding ! 

The following contribution to the discussion has 
been received from Mr. Charles R, Ashbee [FJ in 
Fesponse to a request from Mr, MacAlister -— 


I have read Mr. Raymond Unwin’s Paper with much 
interest, and in response to your request send you the 
following notes upon it as a result of my recent experi- 
ences in U.S.A. 

(1) Te may be said almost that Mr. Unwin has not gone 
far enough. When I was in Washington, Boston and New 
‘York again this time I was invited to meet some of our 
colleagues at their different chapters, and in Washington I 
‘was asked to give my impressions as to the recent architec= 
‘tural development in that city, in special relation to the 
new Zoning Law. Thad visited the city at regularintervals 
‘over a period of 30 years. I did this, but what struck 
‘me most was that the excellent Zoning. regulations, in 
Washington at least, had just come too late to save the 
“scale” of the city; and next that, as a result of 
the war, the architects had lost ground to the engi- 
neers, 

1 ventured at the request of some of my American 
colleagues to make soene suggestions, in the form of 
letter, as to the possible modification of the new Zoning 
regulations in the interest, before it was too late, of 
some of the streets radiating from the Capitol where 
the “‘scale"* as L’Enfant first conceived it still held 
good. 

(2) A point to be observed, I think, and with which 
Mr. Unwin is doubtless familiar, though he does not 
deal with it in his paper, is that high building is always 
to the advantage of the man who gets in first. It is like 
tun early market for spring vegetables. ‘The next comer 
gets less, and so following, and the community is finally 
landed with waste produce, and possibly ruin on the 
‘area built upon, 

(3) Further, the movement of finance is now so rapid 
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in American cities that, I am informed, the period over 

which the return on high building investment is now 

falculable has shrunk to ten years. After that the 

Duilding is reckoned as financially exhausted, and it 

may be regarded in the light of depreciated plant in 

mechanical industry, to be scrapped in due season. 

"That is a consideration not sufficiently taken into 
account when we are dealing with architecture, town- 
planning and the amenities of our cities. In other wards, 
the increased "speeding up” of finance is beginning to 
fact in the interest of the amenities ; for the town plan 

its amenities is nothing if not permanent, or con- 

Ceived, as all architecture must be, with @ permanent 

‘and not an immediate objective, 

G4) Mr. Unwin has wisely called attention to the 
reaction of motor traffic development in relation to city 
planning and high building. "There is no doubt the 
P cheap car,” and with it possibly the “jitney,” so. well 
known in Western American cities, is coming’ upon ws, 
and must bring with it vast changes. We in Engl 
have in no way yet envisaged the fact, patent to everyone 
in the American city, that any mechanic, or clerk, of 
shoeblack with a mechanical twist, can now get a car 
opment of 5 dallas, ane payoff the £60, stay 
pounds) cost of it on the hire system, exchanging d 

is left of it for a new one the year following, 

{fo that his car, which he drives himself, costs him exclu 

five of petrol about £40 a year, All this is the result of 

the " automatic tool "and the development of machinery 

With interchangeable parts and applied to "one model." 
‘All this is bound to affect profoundly English archit 

ture and town planning in the immediate future, and we 

English architects who wish to save the amenities of our 

country should be prepared in time with plans for the 

protection of our cities, and still more so of our villages, 

‘Rnd this, Leonceive, is o be done less by the old-fashioned 

‘method of widening, or paring, the roads to fit them to 

the car, usually a futile process, than by boldly planning 

rnew roads round them and through ther, 

{5) The suggestions Mr, Unwin makes in regard to 
London congestion are interesting; but I rather fancy if 
advanced American opinion were now applied to the 
London traffic problem it would, in the light of latter-day 
experience in high building and car development, advise 
thee courses as of the first immediate importance : 

(@) A new main artery on the south side of the 
“Thames, ina line from Vauxhall Bridge, through 
Thophant end Cantle to the Tower, for crows tafe 
‘This combined with the transfer of Charing, Cross 

station to the south side, and the making of the two 

new bridges of Charing Cross and St. Paul's, 

() The proper use, once again, of the Thames water- 
‘way, not by a revival of the dear old peniny steam- 
Boat with music, but « properly engineered 
service, with fast boats adapted to business hours. 

(6) The keeping of all private cars outside a certain 










































inner radius of London, during the working hours 
of the day, with properly appointed public parking 
stations. 

There are, of course, other solutions to. the problem, 
but those are the most pressing, and it will be recalled 
how some of us architects urged the first and the second, 
over twenty years ago, and before the motor-car oF the 
high-building threat ‘came upon us, The first was 
regarded then as a wild and impossible dream. Tt is, 
now a necessity, 

(6) 1 find in my Journal, under heading, “ Washington, 
February 28, 1923," the following; you may think it 
worth reading, or adding to the above notes, though but 
comment : 

“This city is falling behind. It is not fulfilling the 
promise of its last two decades, The architects and men 
Of taste are losing their grip, and the development of 
‘what bade fair to become the finest capital in the world 
hhas got into the hands of mere financiers, building con- 
tractors, and real estate dealers, I met the Chapter. of 
Architects, was taken round and ‘Junched* by Col, 
Keller, visited with him what are called, rather grimly, 
the ' devastated areas.’ Also I studied the new Zoning 
a It han cme too Mts Tho scale of on of th 

parts of the city in now destroyed. Apartment 
Hin Cee tall bulldings domninae the’? White Hlouse 
and the ' Octagon,’ and one of the finest points of the 
tity is acarred by a monstrous structure—the ‘ Wardman 
Park Hotel,’ T'was shown Richardson's masterpiece in 
‘domestic architecture that they were gutting and destroy- 
ing, and I watched the Jew contractors * levell for 
building sites one of the loveliest estates in Virginia; 
it was to be covered, not according to its contours, trees 
fand gradients, but ail the hills blown up, and flattened 
into the hollows in the approved manner of the American 
‘engineer, with boxes for ‘ Babbits.’ I hope to God they 
‘ay save the scale of Pennsylvania Avenue and the Dome 
ff the Capitol while there in yet time, but in the present 
teactionary mood of Washington anything may happen, 

“ "They tell me that the war has done this; that the 
architectural profession broke down in office’ organisa 
tion ; that power fell to the engineer, and that he has to 
cdo what financiers and real estate men tell him. ‘They 
have to cover the land with “little homes,’ made to pay. 
‘Town-planning and dignity thus go by the board, It 
cerns monstrous that in a city like Washington, in the 
wealthiest country in the world, and with L’Enfant’s 
tradition, this should happen ; that the future should be 
sacrificed to the immediate needs of a group of speculators 
whose return is admittedly in the next ten years. If that's 
all, why not buy the beggars out before they're allowed 
to damage the city for ever? Its that sort of extravagant 
folly, in the ruin of the fairest of their cities, that itis 60 
hard to pardon the Americans—more particularly where 
they have the example of Europe, and our blunders in 
England, to guide them,” 
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LONDINIUM ARCHITECTURE AND THE 
CRAFTS. W. R. Lethaby. 800. Lond., 
1923. 125. 6d. [Duckworth & Co., 3 Henrietta 
Street, Covent Garden,] 

Some Screen aj to be set up between us and 
cour Roman works of art. Even the mosaics . . . seem 
Iiibe ‘regarded’ aa mere’ saastins objects’ end subjects 
for antiquarian tracts.” 

‘These words which stand at the head of Chapter VIT 

“ive us the keynote of the book ; it is this screen Pro- 
face ‘Lethaby has sought to remove, andit is remarkable 

How far, id short book of 245 pages, he has succeeded. 

TE eit baron ily peaceical works cieasy, printed cat 
pleasant unglazed paper, and profusely illustrated with 
tketches—moatly ‘by the muthor—which admirably 
elucidate the text. 

‘The first thing that strikes onc is the amaxing 
industry that has’ gone to the making of the book ; 
Professor Lethaby seems to have examined all the 
‘extant remains and/-written records dealing with the 
pztiod, and has something illuminating to say of most 
of them, and where he dit from other authorities is 
able to give very convincing reasons for his opinion. 

His inferences, however, as to national influence 
modifying Roman att and culture seem open to doubt. 
He quotes M. Louis Gillet as saying (Chapter I) : 
“ These Gallo-Roman works show little of Rome, they 
are already French,” and adds " We should hesitate 
to say just this of Britain,” and goes on to speak of the 
“ new’ experimental spirit ovincial Roman art. 
Now this “ experimental spi is just as evident in 
Rome as in the provinces ; it is absurd to judge Roman 
architecture only by the great monuments and. the 
rks of that lit 
abundant evidence in 
innovation in art. 
All Roman remains in Britain, and—pace M. Gillet— 
in France also, are derived from Roman originals, and 
local differences are easily accounted for by climate and 
‘the materials available ; a cultivated Roman tourist 
would probably have found them banal and unin- 
teresting. 

if indeed rémarkable that the centuries of Roman. 
occupation had no more influence on our art than on 
four language ; we have had to recover painfully from 
foreign sources the art literature and laws of Rome. 
‘The analogy of the British occupation of India imposes 
pata ‘our withdrawal and the subscquent 
anarchy and internecine warfare have a like effect ? 

A great point which Professor makes is the 
need of a large scale map of London on which should be 
plotted all the indications of Roman times which have 
‘been discovered. Surely this is a work which should 
be undertaken by the Institute! C. E. Saver [4.]. 














mateur Vitruvius; there is 
ly and Rome itself of freedom, 












DIE ARCHAISCHE POROS-ARCHITEKTUR 
DER AKROPOLIS ZU ATHEN. By Theodor 
Wiegand. Text, 11 inches by oh inches ; plates, 





24 inches by 18 inches. (Cassel und Leipzig, 1904.] 
‘This excellent publication contains the well-known 
researches of Dr. Wiegand on the archaic architectural 


and sculptural fragments of the Athenian Acropolis, 
mostly in the soft stone from the island of Poros which 
was the prevailing building material at Athens before 
Parian and Pentelic marble came into fashion. ‘The 
letterpress volume of 233 pages is well illustrated by 
line drawings and photographic blocks. ‘The folio has 17 
plates, 13 of which are in colour, three are photo- 

iphic, one is photographic-tinted (not a very success- 
Kat" process) and one is in line, The presentation 
generally is ingly good, and it is a pleasure to 
see the late M. Gilliéron’s delightful drawings of the 
typhon-groups in the Hekatompedon so worthily 














reproduced. 
‘The book deals with two principal works—the Old 
Athena Temple (Hekatompedon) “in antis,"” which 


lay to the south-west of the Erectheion, and the later 
peripteral (but still archaic) temple built by Peisis- 
teats, which was on the same site. Both are extremely 
important monuments in the history of architecture 
and sculpture, and their remains form one of the great 
attractions of the Acropolis Museum at Athens, To 
the Hekatompedon belong perhaps the most important 
colour fragments in the whole range of Greek archi- 
tectural art, not only the typhon-groups already 
referred to, but many details in colour. To the 
Peisistratus temple belong the * Athena and Giant" 
fragments which are the archaic Athenian version of 
this theme, met with elsewhere, as at Selinunte, The 
Athenian fragments are unmatched in that extraordi- 
nary spontaneity and power which is found in the 
finest archaic Greek sculpture. ‘The fine quality of the 
detail in this Peisistratid sculpture can be judged from 
the foot shown in Fig. 131 (text volume), ‘These great 
works are in marble. 

‘There is also a chapter on “Four Small Poros 
Buildings,” illustrating, among other things, in what 
manner many of their fragments are built into various 
walls and sub-structures on the Acropolis. ‘The 
chapter “ Architectural Fragments,” contains a lot of 
interesting detail, including some in terra-cotta, finely 
drawn or photographed. Further chapters discuss the 
archaic "tier groups" of the pediments, and the 
sculpture and colour. 

‘One outstanding fact may be noticed in all this 
archaic work of the Athenian Acropolis—its pro- 
nounced Doric character, tending, in the architectural 
forms, to great simple planes, and disclosing hardly 
any nearer approach to a wooden architecture than 
the Parthenon itself. ‘The forms of cornice, triglyph, 
metope, epistyle and anta conform to a’ generally 
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unvarying formula, containing, of course, slight diver 
gencies {rom type, but embodying a well-understood 
tradition, which one must believe had prevailed fo 





and therefore unique in the world. 

‘Apart from M. Gilligron, Messrs. Doerpfeld, 
Schrader, Watzinger and Wilberg were associated with 
‘Dr. Wiegand in the production of this fine book. 

“"Turovore Free [F-] 


ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION A CENTURY 
AGO." By Arthur T. Bolton, F.S.A. (F, 
Curator, Soane Museum, 

Mr. Bolton continues his investigations of docu- 
ments the Soane Museum, of es he is of 
enthusiastic keeper. ‘This paper gives the office recor 
of George Basevi, b. 1794, d. 1845, pupil of Sir John 
Soane for five years from December 1910. ‘The office 
routine, the staff, the influence of the principal and 
the nature of the work can be readily pictured by the 
reader of Mr. Bolton's paper, and his comments, with 
1 few personal reminiscences of parallel incidents, add 
coe penn ere record. ‘| 

A tabular list is a pupils, assistants an 
clerks in Soane’s office, drawn up by the late Walter 
Spiers and completed by Mr. Bolton. ‘The number 
of names given ta 55, and the entries begin four years 
after Soane began practice, and cover the 53 years from 
178s to 1837. Fifeen of the names appear in the 
Architectural Dictionary, and of these, G. Basevi, 
J. M. Gandy, A.R.A., C. J. Richardson, of Eliza- 
‘ethan note, and Sir R. Smirke, R.A., of the British 
Museum, are only known to fame. 

“The office records enable Mr. Bolton to furnish a 
sufficient picture of G. Basevi’s five years in Soane’ 
office, and his sketches and drawings of the ensuing 
three years of travel in Italy and Greece. He was an 
artistic youth of a careful habit in draughtsmanship, 
enthusiastic and sane in his opinions, and manifestly 
well trained in the practical work of a busy office 
under a diligent master. 

Ultimately the buildings that Basevi erected became 
the proof of both his quality and training. Londoners 
now the Conseratie Club in See Jemes' Stes, with 
its dignified front and almost too if it anc 
stsireae, ‘They may not know that Belgrave Square 
and Thurloe Square opposite to the Victoria and 
Albert Museum are also his work. 

‘The Fitzwilliam Museum facade at Cambridge is 
eof the most succesful clasical compositions of it 
day, day when portico and peristyle were indispensable 
to the respectable dignity of every building, secular or 
religious. Refinement of detail, complete correctness 

= Thin paper wa published in the Jouxsat of 1 Augwt 1523. 
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of proportion, simplicity of aim in composition and 
constructive efficiency are all displayed in such 
buildings as the Fitzwilliam by , St. George's 
Hall, Liverpool, by Elmes, or the British Museum by 
‘Smirke. One scarcely knows what other general qualities 
to desiderate in modern architecture, apart from the 
particular interest that personality gives to detail. The 
Feflection may ensue that Basevi's patient training in 
the conscientious routine of Soane’s office, specially 
adapted as it was to pupils by his lecturing work, was 
after all a satisfactory basis for his architectural 
practice and reputation, Bawesronn Prre (FJ. 

LITTLE THINGS THAT MATTER FOR THOSE 


WHO BUILD. By Edein Gunn, A.RIB.A. 51. 
[The Architectural Press.) 








‘This book is artistically and sensibly printed and the 
sketches are clear and good, but the title should have been 
“A Few of the Little Things That Matter.” ‘The"" tips 


contained in the book are mostly refinements, as one may 
term them, on speculative garden-city brick-built resi~ 
dences and will be useful to the young architect who has 
‘well-to-do clients ready to pay for better work. 

Much work is now done on speculative terms, where 
the client comes along after building and the extra cost 
required would often handicap the sale, although if clients 
were wise it ought not 10, ‘many houses are built 
‘atthe same time the extra costs would not be so noticeable. 

Mr. Gunn advocates " as wide frontage as the client can 
afford.”” "Advice such as this should carry with it equally 
important advice on depth, number of plots to acre, 
fencing, garden making, road charges and making, etc., 
and would require a chapter, In fact, this desire to add 10 
the“ little things ” extends through the book. 

‘a very frequent defect in damp= 

courses, when a solid floor comes against a wood floor, but 
‘question whether, with good hard flettons in. foun- 
tions, the extra concrete advocated is much use, unless 
treated,” for ordinary concrete is not impervious to 
moisture, It is wonderful what numbers of floors escape 
dry rot, when one considers the amount of bits of wood 
left in the concrete and poor ventilation, 











deal with it just as one would have to wedge the ordi 
Boor up. Mr. Gunn's remarks on foundations and watet 
supply for fen lands are useful, as also the Ministry of 
{Agriculture's manual extracts, ‘The notes on datum pegs 
in concrete are i as a fairly recent law 
aaesaas pt ly recent la 


‘case gave heavy ‘builder and architect for 
leaving the pegs in and causing dry rot. 
‘The advice about the usual hollow walls is good, but as 


they are built for cheapness, Mr. Gunn will very soon 
make it better and as cheap to build a t4 inch wall, and, 
indeed, [believe that in the course oftwersty-five years or 50 
the cost of replacing the decayed ties, etc., will be as much, 


CORRESPONDENCE 


as.» 14 inch wall in the end, and one could point this out 
to aclient, With regard to pointing and the use of soft 
brownish-toned mortar, unless the wall is 14 inches it 
would be wiser to use cement, though not so" tony,” 38 8 
hollow wall needs all the strength you can give it. 

‘The notes on roofing, gables and tiling are good, and the 
elimination of lead, special tiles and cutting in valleys is 
concisely explained. With regard to “ pantiling” and 
keeping out the weather, undoubtedly the old method of 
reeds und morris admirable, but it fa curious fact that 
many old roofs without any bedding, pointing, or torching 
show very little signs of weather getting in. 

‘The notes on windows, doors and fireplaces are all 
useful and the detail for a peat fireplace more than in- 
teresting. ‘The author's notes on drains, sinks and taps, 
te,, are yery good. With regard to freezing of tanks and 
pipes in roofs, itis simpler to have them well felted. Ho 
water systems are tricky matters, and Mr, Gunn deals 
‘with one or two useful tips. 






























©, 0, Nason [4]. 


Correspondence 


PIRRO LIGORIO, 


To the Editor, JOURNAL R.LB.A.y— 

Sut,—A perusal of Mr. C. A. Harding's 
article on Pirro Ligorio in Vol, XXX, No. 
that a considerable amount of care has been expended 
on its preparation. It may, however, be opportune to 
call the attention of your readers to an article of my own 
on The Bodleian MS. of Pirro Ligorio* in the Journal of 
Roman Studies, ix (1919), x70 sg9., Where some addi 
tional information may be found—a good deal of which 
T have myself derived from Halsen’s various articles in 
the Rémische Mitteilungen and from Friedlinder’s Das 
Kasino Pius des Vierten (Leipsig, 1913), a book which 
Mr. Harding should surely have consulted and cited, 
Further evidence for the date of his death may there be 
found,t and information in regard to the various ver- 
sions of his voluminous work on the antiquities of 
Rome, Mr. Harding’s account of which 
correct, 

1 may perhaps be allowed to call attention to a few 
points of detail, 

Mr. Harding’s statement that the remains of the 
Villa of Quintitius Varus were laid bare during the 
preparation of the site of the Villa d’Este is erroneous 
(see Papers of the British School at Rome, iii, 155). 

I should be inclined to think that the project for the 
restoration of the Therm of Diocletian of 1558, attri~ 
buted to Ligorio, which according to Letarouilly is to 


























be found in the Vatican archives [si], is probably a copy 
Of the rare series of engravings by Cock of Antwerp 
after drawings by Sebastian de Oya, published in that 
year (Lanciani, Ruins and Excavations, 438), 

‘The Diario Romano of Chracas for 20 June 1773 (Vol. 
137, No. 8380, p. 2) tellus that the reigning Pope 
(Element XIV) had bought the plates of this work, 
which had been the property of one Monsignor Bal- 
lerini, and was making arrangements to have copies 
printed off, 

‘The attribution to Ligorio of the two campanili above 
the north porch of St. John Lateran is erroneous, 
Lauer says (Le Palais de Latran, 314) : "* Ligorio, qui 
ignorait complétement le style gothique, respectait 
néanmoins quelques parties de Vancienne fagade, la 
voussure et le portal faits par Grégoire XI, dontil reprit 
tout la partie supéricure, remplagant le pignon, qu'il 
Sémolty par wn mur plus deve, visible encore aus le 
balustres: enfin les campaniles, dont il se borna & 
refaire en brique les parties entamées.”” 

‘To say that * Ligorio carried out some repairs to 
the Acqua Vergine, better known to visitors to Rome 
ay the Fontana di ‘Trevi,” is misleading when we eon- 
sider that the present structure of the latter dates from 
the eighteenth century (though it probably. owes its 
design to Bernini), 

Nor is the description of the Vigna of Pope Julius on 
the Via Flaminia satisfactory. Tt has been known for 
some yeara* that the fountain which now forms the 
lower storey, the work of Bartolommeo Ammanati, was 
all that was at first erected on the site. Indeed, a con 
temporary fresco in the Villa di Papa Giulio shows the 
fountain only, and so do plans of Rome of 1555 and 
1561. 

‘The see to which Paul IV (not TH) consecrated 
Michele Ghislieti was, of course, not Neri, but Nepi, 
or rather Sutri and Nepi. 

‘The section in regard to Ligorio’s published works 
is unfortunately very inaccurate. No mention is made 
of his Libro delle Antichita di Roma, published in 1553. 
‘The plan of Hadrian's villa was sd by Contini, 
true, in 1634, but was not published until 1671 (in 
Kircher'’s Latium). 

TL have not been able to find any trace of Ligorio’s 
authorship in the description of the amphitheatre 
Verona, published by Polenus,t who does, however, in 
that volume (V, p. 150 s97.) publish Ligorio’s ‘De 
voehiculis antiquorum diatriba, nor can I sce in the to 
(sic) Thesauri of Graevius any description of the Villa 
d'Este from the pen of Ligotio. ‘There is no mention 
(exceptas " drawings of the Circus Maximus ”) of the 












































* may say from the outset that U have only studied this MS. 
the archicological point of view. 
_}-Mr, Harding is right in putting itin 1583, but the strongest 
jee of evidence is unknown to him. From it he would also 
ave learnt that Ligocio left several daughters. As to his birth, 
ino direct evidence. 





See Eguer, Romische Veduten, 1, pl. i (Vienws, 1911) 3 
La Fontana. Pubblica di‘ Giulio 111 (Rome, 1911); 
Bargellini, Palazzo di Pio 1V sulla Via Flaminia (Rome, 1923). 
See Winnefeld, Villa des Hadrian, 7. 
J The work in question is Scipione Matfei’s De Amphitheatro 
‘ac praecipue de Veronensi. 
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engravings after Ligorio which are to be found included 
in Lafrery’s Speculum Romane Magnificentia, nor of 
his large restored plan of Rome, His cartographical 
productions are, on the other hand, alluded to, and I 
regret that I omitted to mention them myself, “Those 
I know of are: the kingdom of Naples, Friuli, Hun- 
gary, Greece, Spain, Gallia, Belgica (Belgium and N, 
France), and France. What, however, are the three 
manuscript volumes on Rome and the Campagna, dedi- 
cated, the first to Cardinal Ippolito d’Este, the second 
to Cardinal Alessandro Farnese, and the third to the 

Holy Trinity ?—Yours very truly, 
‘Thomas Asin 
Director of the British School at Rome. 

‘THE WREN SOCIETY. 
a Bedford Square, W.0.1, 


7 Bemry 1024. 
To the Editor, JOURNAL R.L-B.A.y— 2: 

Sin—This Society, which” was founded shortly 
after the Bicentenary Celebrations of February 1933, 
for the purpose of publishing the drawings of Sit 
Christopher Wren) and) ether’ doauments throwing 
lighton his work, has now in hand a portfolio to. cone 
tain the drawings of St. Paul's in the All Souls 
Collection, which will be iseued with explanatory text 
as carly as possible this year, Itis hoped that many who 
have not already joined the Society will avail them- 
selves of the opportunity of 20 now, since wider 
support will be needed (o enable the Society to extend 
its activities to other subjects and other collections. 
Matter is abundantly available, but must remain little 
known tll it can be reproduced, ‘The annual subsct 
tion is one guinea, and subscribers will receive annually 
a portfolio of from 20 to 25 collotype plates with text. 
1 shall be happy to send prospectus and subscription 
form to all who are interested.— Yours faithfully, 

W. H. Wan [F'), Hon, See. 
‘THE INSTITUTE (BUSINESS) MEETINGS. 
o the Editor, JOURNAL. R.I.B.A.,— 

‘Sin,—Force of circumstances has for several years 
debarred my attendance at meetings of the Institute. 
On Monday last 1 had looked forward to renewing 
happy recollections of my student days, but two 
things leave an unpleasant impression on my mind, 
"The first is the acrimionio cs undignified, 
tone of del fof former 
years. ‘The second, the fact that important matters of 
principle affecting the prestige of the Institute can be 
Zetted by a majority of two on w vote of 60 members 
‘ut of an electorate of more than 3,000. 

Whilst I have no desire to widen the breach which 
appears in our ranks, may not some change of system 
in recording votes be worthy of consideration by the 
Council Yours faithfully, 

Percy Mownis [F, 
President of the Devon and Exeter Architectural Society. 
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‘THE PRESERVATION OF ANCIENT 
MONUMENTS. 

‘The second part of Sir Frank Baines’s Paper on 
“The Preservation of Ancient Monuments and His- 
toric Buildings” (the first part of which appeared in 
the JounNAL of 22 December) will be published in 
the next issue of the JouRNat., 





Mr, Raymond Unwin, who read his paper on “Hi 
Buildings in relation vo'Yown Planning” before members 
of the RiI.B.A, on. 17 December, was liberally reported 
byapecil cable on the front page ofthe New York Herald 
on he following day, 18 December. Raymond Unwin, 
‘of the Ministry: of ” the report opens," speaking 
before the R.I.B.A. to-night, warned London to beware 
of the skyscraper, and cited’ as horrible examples, New 
York, Chicago and other American cities, victims to the 
curse of high buildings. Unwin recently visited Ameri 
where he studied problems arising from building 
estion."” And then follow extracts feom Mr, Um 
paper, which is published in the present JOURNAL, 














In the January number of English Life, Mr, W. N. 
Adams [4.] contributes an interesting article. on’ rhe 
* Planning of a Small Country House.” Amongst other 
things, he says “that very rarely indeed can one par 
ticular design for one particular site be repeated in any 
‘other position unless the splitting up of the land for sale 
to prospective house builders has been done according 
10.8 preconceived plan, ‘More and more this work, too, 
in being entrusted to architects and specialists, and a new 
branch of the architectural profession, that of town 
planning, daily becomes more and more important." 





Mr. E, H, New has just added to his “ New Loggan *! 
series of prints a comprehensive bird's-eye view of, All 
Souls College drawn by himself and photo-engraved by 
Mr, Emery Walker. In this plate,as in the whole “ New 
Logan series, Mr. New has’ followed the general 

od adopted by David Loggan in his Oxonia Ilurtrata 
‘of 1675 : which shows the extent of the college precincts, 
a well as the plan and the south elevation of the building, 
‘The drawing is as meticulous and skilful as the previous 
drawings of the series in which the artist presents 40 
Gimpathetialy views of the famous buildings of Oxford, 

ies may be obtained from Mr, New, at 17 Worces 
Place, Oxford, or from Messts, Batsford, Lid. . 











“THE STRUCTURAL ENGINEER." 

‘The January No. of the official journal of thelnstitution 
of Structural Engineers (formerly the Concrete Institute), 
now issued under the editorship of Mr. H. Bryant New? 
bold, U.S.A., is ised under anew and attractive format, 
Among its contributors are Mr. HD, Searles. Wood 
(* Timbers of the Empire "), Mr. E. F. Etchells (" Algebra 
of Magnitudes : A system complemental to the Algebras 
‘of Number"), Mr. W. A. Green ("" Bending in Reinforced 
Concrete Coliimns ") ; other contributions include Piles 
and Sheet Piles in Reinforced Concrete," 
ties of Concrete,” Aluminium Paint, 























INAUGURATION CER) 


EMONY 





Inauguration of the War Memorial of the Ecole des Beaux-Arts 
BY H. BARTLE COX [A], 8.A.D.G. 


1 felt very honoured at being asked to represent the 
RLLB.A. at this sole and was pleased to carry 
‘out the wish of my es by placing a wreath 
in the name of the Institute at the foot of the monument, 
‘The inauguration, a most impressive ceremony, took 
place on Saturday morning, 15 December, at the Ecole 
Malaquais, Paris, in the presence 








at 10.30 in the famous Salle de Melpoméne so well 
known, to students, for the public” exhibitions of 
their studies, who go there periodically to. see how 
their efforts have been judged, and to sce how they stand 
in relation to one another, In the alcove of this hall, 
around the huge full-sized plaster cast of the statue of 
Melpoméne was erected a low stage upon which were 








of the Président de la République and of the Prési- 
dent du Conseil. By special permission from_ the 
“ Ministére de la Guerre" a detachment of the Garde 
Républicaine carrying the Drapeau was told off to 
accompany the ministers of State. 

M. Millerand and M. Poincaré were received by M. 
Léon Bérard, ministre de Pinstruction publique et des 
beaux-arts; ‘M. Paul Léon, directeur des beaux-arts ; 
and M, Albert Besnard, the eminent painter, membre 
de Minstitut, directeur of the Ecole. ‘They assembled 








placed the seats for the ministers, generals (Mangin, 
Debeney, de Castelnau, ete.), M, Naudin, préfet de police, 
professors of the Ecole and numerous personalities con- 
nected with the world of art. ‘The hall, decorated with 
national colours, was filled with relatives and friends of the 
deceased in whose name the sad ceremony was cele~ 
brated. 

‘The monument was raised by subscription organised. 
by a committee of professors. Many gencrous donations 
were forthcoming, and a * ‘Tombola " was arranged with 
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tickets at 100 frs. each, which brought in 40,000 frs., the 
State adding one-tenth to the amount subscribed, 
bringing the total up to 180,000 frs. 

As representative of the Institute, I was honoured 
‘by & seat among the families of the membres de 
Vinstitut. ‘The first speech was that of Henri 
Constant-Bernard, architect, the grand massier. He 
thanked the President for his high testimony of sympathy 
in so kindly rendering homage to the fallen students 
of the Ecole, ‘Then the directeur of the Ecole, 
M, Albert Besnard, gave some eloquent statistics, "The 
committee for the raising of the subscription, he said, 
‘was presided over by his illustrious predecessor and friend 
Léon Bonnat. He told us that out of 4,000 mobilised, 
members of ‘the Ecole 470 had fallen on the field. of 
honour, Ina touching speech he then addressed the 
parents of the dead, commencing with the words " Sou~ 
Venez-vous, méres, tandis que,” etc., and in spite of 
the phrase, "c'est par In douleur que votre amour 
maternel a trouve le secret de sa résistance,” one could not 
bel Seen in the hall many handkerchiefs and lowered 
ple ministre, M. Léon Bérard then made o fly 
long impromptu specch, pointing out the rel the 
artist to the is the alas te made allusion to the 
painter Henri Regnault, whose bust (by Chapu) is close 
to the Monument aux Morts, He adjured young 
udents to an absolute submission to a common cause, 
advising them not to isolate themselves in an inaccessible 
mystery, not to exclude themselves from their epoch, 
to be of their time without, however, taking as rule the 
caprice of the moment. ‘Then referring to the school, 
be pointed out that their lessons can only serve as a first 
initiative, quoting from Taine, who so brilliantly occupied 
(1864) the chair of wsthetics, He said: “ L’Ecole des 
beaux-arts fournit Je foyer et le bois; l'étincelle vient 
d'ailleurs."” At the schoo! one learns spelling but ni 

iment. This . Secretary, in my opinion, 
philosophically yrtant to our social calling : /'étincelle 
vient Pailleurs, ministre de l'instruction finished 
by asking students to have enthusism, conviction and 
faith, 

‘The bugles sounded, the massier of cach atelier 
read out the list of their lost comrades, terminating each 
it by the formula "* Morts pour la Patric.” Bugles and 
lrums closed the ban, and the audience with the President 
of the Republic in front then repaired to the Cour du. 
Mrier for the official unveiling of the monument. 

In this delightful little court with its Italian aspect, the 
‘ceremony was carried out with seemly pomp, A com- 
pany of the Garde Républicaine with the did the 
honours. 

‘The design of the monument is due to the collaboration. 
of Me ur Alexandre Marcel, architect to the Ecole, 
‘who has kindly given me the accompanying illustration, 
and to the sculptor, Monsieur Jean Boucher, who executed 
the statue representing the Poilu. ‘The back of the 
monument is in pink stone from Burgundy (Com- 
blanchien). at the top on the left are the words " Architec- 
ture—Grayure,” in the centre, “A Nos Morts Vic- 
torieux, 1914, 1915, 1916, 1917, 1918," to the right, 
 Peinture—Sculpture,” then a list of the 470 students, 
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‘The Poilu in characteristic attitude is in a stone 
also from Burgundy (Poilnay), In order to place. this 
monument it was necessary to take down the painted 
coloured plaster casts of faience by Della Robbia. ‘They 
have been cleaned and placed in the vestibule at the 
top of the staircase leading from the Cour du Marier to 
the Salle de Melpeméne, 


On the day of the inauguration I handed in, on behalf 
of the Institute, the following note :— 

Monsieurle Directeur de 1’Ecole des Beaux-Arts, Paris 

Movsteun,—Je vous prie, au ntom de I'Institut Royal des 

Architectes britanniques, de bien vouloir accepter cette 
igerbe de fleurs en témoignage sympathique de mes eon- 
fréres d’outre manche.  Voulez-vous eroire, Monsicur, 
Vexpression de nos sincdres condoléances pour la perte des 
‘braves éléves de I'Ecole nationale supérieure des beaux 
arts tombés au champ «’honneur en combattant ennemi 
commun de la France et de Angleterre. 
H. Barris Cox, 

Paris Membre de l'Institut Royal, ete. 

In answer to which a few days later was received the 

following acknowledgment — 

Le Directeur de I'Fcole Nationale Supérieure des 
‘Beaux-Arts, Membre de l'Institut, & Monsicur Je 
Président do Uinstitut Royal des Architectes 
Britanniques, 9 Conduit Street, & Londres, W.t. 

‘Monsieur te Patsinext—J'si Vhonneur de vous 

remerciet de tout coeur de Iattention délicate que vous 
aver eue en faisant déposer au pied du Monument élevé 
Ala mémoire de nos Eltves Morts pour la Patrie, le jour 
de son inauguration, une gerbe de fleurs, 
_La Société que vous représentez, s'est associe par ce 
jeux témoignage d'admiration, & tous ceux qui, nom- 
ux, sont venus rendre hommage & leur bércism 
Votre geste m’a profondément ému et je vous pric de 
bien vouloir trouver ici, expression sincére de ma recon 
haissince et de celle de toute I'Eeole, si fibre de 
























‘Veuillez agréer, Monsieur le Président, Vassurance de 
‘mes sentiments les plus dévoués. 
A, Brswanp. 
Many wreaths were placed on the monument, the 
‘most conspicuous of which were, starting from the left, 
those given by the Société Centrale des Architect 
the Union de Syndicats d’Architectes agréés par I'Etat 
pour la reconstruction des régions dévastees, ‘Then our 
‘own with the following inscription — 
AAINSTITUT ROYAL DBS ANCHITECTES BRITANNIQUES 
A LHURS CONFRIENES FRANGA 
VieTions DR LA GUEKR, 
On the pedestal were several bunches of violets, and to 
the right the wreath from the Société des Archi 
Diplomés par le Gouvernem ae 
As delegate on this occasion, I received 4 
sions of thanks from architects of distinction; and am 
happy to state that the action of the Royal Institute was 
areatly appreciated by our " Confteres frangais,”” 


witnessed by the following letcr addressed to our Pres 
lent -— 

















EXHIBITION OF OLD STUDENTS’ WORKS AT THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF ART 


UUston Frasco-Barrasmqun Des Ancurracrss, 
"ARIS, 
le 15 Décembre, 1923. 
A Monsicur le Président de l'Institut Royal des 
“Architectes Britanniques. 

Aujourd’hui a été inauguré avec la plus grande solennité 
par M, le Président de la République, assisté de M. Poin- 
caré, Président du Conseil, de M. Bérard, Ministre de 
Hinstruction Publique et des Beaux-Arts, le Monument 
Glevé A Ja mémoire des 470 Eltves de I'Ecole des Beaux- 
‘Arts, morts au Champ d’Honneur, 

"Nous ne saurions vous exprimer combien votre délicate 
pensée de faire déposer une gerbe de fleurs au pied du 
Monument de nos morts, est allé au coeur des de 
notte chére Ecole aussi bien qu’a celui de leurs anciens, les 
camarades diplOmés, parmi lesquels sont nombreux, 
‘comme vous le savez, ceux qui s"honorent de faire partic 
de l'Union Franco-Britannique des Architectes. 

Nous y avons tous vu un témoignage nouveau de la 
sympathie des Architectes anglais envers leurs Confréres 








frangais, une marque de plus, qui s’ajoute & tant d’autres 
des sentiments de fraternelle amitié qui ne saurait cesser 
de nous unir. 

‘C'est dans cette pensée que les Présidents de la Société 
des Architectes Diplémés et de 1'Union Franco-Britan- 
nique des Architectes se font linterpréte de tous, en 
‘vous priant d'agréer avec expression de leurs plus vifs 
remerciements celle de leurs sentiments affectueux pour 
votre personne et de leur reconnaissance & I'égard de 
MInstitut Royal des Architectes Britanniques. 
Le Président de la Société des Architectes Diplomés pat 

Je Gouvernement, 


(Signed) G. Leonos. 
Le Président de "Union Franco-Britannique des Archi- 
tectes, 
(Signed) J. Gonrmoy. 


Such a mark of friendship is comforting and cannot fail 
to help in the binding together of our two countries 80 
especially necessary to us in the interests of our Art. 





Exhibition of Old Students’ Works at the Royal College of Art 
BY WILLIAM T. BENSLYN [4]. 


Isrnopverton. 

‘The difficulty of reviewing this collection is that i 
not one, but a series of exhibitions. We must never forget 
in considering the work of the old Students of the Royal 
College of Are that popular Art and Science education in 
this country is essentially an Albertian offshoot of Vie~ 
torianism. 

‘The promoters of this exhibition have rendered a 
notable public service in showing how many of the leading 
artists have benefited by the sustenance provided by 2 
benevolent Government. Let not the children of the 
Philistines gibe because they have seen many of the best 
things before. ‘This exhibition is really a study of Art 
evolution, 

"The outstanding things in the exhibition are the paint 
ing, etching and sculpture, ‘The crafts are by no means 
fully represented, probably because the finest examples 
tre ether in buildings or inthe hands of enlightened cl- 

lectors. 





Parsing 

‘The standard of the painting is good. 

‘We particularly admire thework of Mr.William Shackle- 
ton ax ahawn by his Nos. 306 and 316, The Song of the 
Morning and the Song of the Evening.’ In these he has 
‘aught the very life of air and sunshine which the ancients 
loved 40 intensely. His nerial perspective bears compari 
ton with, Tumer‘s. Mr, Philip ‘Naviaaky exhibia, « 
wonderful portrait of child, dignified because of its 
absolute sincerity and simplicity, No. 263, Jeanie. Mr. 
G. R. Woolway is at his best in his delightfully "fresh 
view of Kensington Gardens. We feel that he must have 
parted this with an appreciation of the Gardens which 

‘grown subconsciously during many walks there. We 
‘rust that this is only a beginning of a series of his fine land 
scapes. He also exhibits his well-known aketches from 
‘mural decorations and some portraits. In The Night Pass- 
‘th, the Day Cometh, Mr. Hacry Morley shows that he can 
tackle « great subject with dignity and restraint, We have 








watched Mr. Morley’s progress during recent years with 
great interest, Mr. W. G. de Glehn's Portrait of Made- 
‘moiselle Quenio, No. 299, is a fine example of confidence 
and directness. ‘The hands are particularly beautiful. 

298, Fancy Dress, by Philip Conard, is a magnificent 
piece of swaguer. Mrs. Lena George exhibits several 

tings of the new buildings at Delhi, which are interest- 
ing not only in subject, but in the admirable realisation of 
hheat which they convey. No. 321, # portrait of Miss 
‘Winifred M. Knights by Arnold Mason, ts quite up to the 
standard of his best work, and is one of the best portraits 
wwe have seen during recent years. Mr. Mason also ex- 
hibits an interesting small Italian sketch. 

"The following are all worthy of notice :—No. 75, by 
Beth Amoore ; 124, Siller Birks, by John M. Aitken ; 
123, Christchurch, by Paul Fripp ; 152, Roma (on the Tiber), 
by J.T. Gilroy ; 170, Ashurst Mill, Sussex, by Constance 
E. Brown; 179 and 191, two amusing studies, one of Mr. 
Lioyd George and the other of Mr. Baldwin, by L. G. 
Hingworth ; 206, On the Rother, Rye, by A. Winter 
‘Moore ; 245, Delphiniums, by Muriel O.'Goulden ; 240, 
A. Ride on the Gate, Walberswick, Suffolk, by Walter 
‘Wallis ; 256, Church at Montreuil-sur-Mer, by James 
Clark ;| 261,’ The Mountain Side, by Osmund Pittman 
280, The Moonlit Stream, by Christopher Williams ; 
18, Dahlias, by A. K. Browning ; 341, Florence—Ponte 

‘ecchio, by Giffard H. Lenfestey (beautiful lighting) ; 
378, The House on Props, Polperro, by H. E. Stanton; 
386, Versailles, by Alfred Hartley, RLE. 

‘Many of those mentioned above have been trained by 
the late painting professor, Gerald Moira, and their works 
are the greatest compliment that can be given to him. 

Scvurrune 



















pathy of the late Professor 
have been fortunate in obtaining 
Catsandra, and No. 431, A Child, 
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produced by the late J. Harvard Thomas. The Cassandra 
fs quite modern, and yet possesses all the sculpturesque 
‘qualities of the best Greek work of the archaic period. 
Miss Anne Acheson exhibits some delightful lead garden 
figures (Nos. 423, 430), which we think architects could 
‘easily incorporate in their schemes instead of continually 
Using antiques or antique reproductions. Mr, C. Pib- 
worth’s statuette of Beethoven, No. 472, is one of the 
‘best things he has done. 

"The works of Mr. F, Derwent Wood, Alfred Gilbert, 
Albert ‘Toft, David “McGill, Gilbert Ledward, and 
R. Goulden are too well known to need any comment of 





Browns, 

‘The etchings and engravings of the Exhibition are a 
brilliant testimony to the excellence of the work of the 
Royal School of Etching, which has for so many years 
been conducted by Sir Frank Short and Miss Constance 
M. Pott. 

Sir Frank is represented by a number of works, but we 
do not remember ever having seen anything equal to his 
‘Morning Haze in Chichester Harbour, No. 650. "This 
aquatint has successfully surmounted ull technical di 
‘culties, and gives one a wonderful sense of space. Miss 
C.M. Pott's exhibit, Knaresborough, No. 647, is quite up 
to her usual high standard. One of the most interesting 
‘exhibits from an architect's point of view is No. 645, The 
‘Acropolis, Athens, by Miss M. A. Sloane. ‘This view gives 
the feeling of ruined Greece betier than acres of elaborate 
archeological restorations, Nos. 614, 622 and 623, by 
the same author, are beautifully drawn,” Mr. Lee-Hankey 
is represented by some of his best work. One of the most 
charming things in the whole show is Mr, H. E. Stanton’s 
Carnival, No. 620. No. 608, The Turnpike Farm, by 
Mr. E. Marsden Wilson, isan example of clean, direct 
etching, and might well serve as a model for architect 
perspectives. Mr. Martin Hardie exhibits a delightful 
Miew of the Isle of Wight, No. 642, but the work that 
appealed to us most was Mr. Malcolm Osborne's No. 656, 
‘Trekkers of Salonica, ‘This work will serve as a record of 
those innumerable migrations which the dwellers of the 
Styrian Plain take as casually a5 we doan ordinary railway 
journey. It is scarcely possible that Mr, Osborne could 
Ihave done this fine piece of work but for the Great War. 
‘Mr. George Atkinson has sent his mezzotint portrait of 
the late Lord Justice Fitagibbon (No. 682), a magnificent 
piece of work which carries on the tradition of fine mezzo- 
Tints of distinguished judges and Lord Chancellors. Mr. 
Fred Richards is only slightly represented by Nos. 
{688 and 699. We hope that Mr. Richards is not gesting 
+100 busy to find time for his etchings. Mr. Philip Nayiasky 
exhibits a fine drawing of an old French sailor, No. 608. 

Carrs. pre. 

"The outstanding piece of craftsmanship is a simple 
jece of writing, No. 846, superbly written on vellum. 
This is as fine a piece of lettering as we have seen either 
ancient or modem, and must be # great source of joy to 
Edward Johnstone, the author of the standard work on 
‘Writing and Illumination, Although simple in scope, itis 
as nearly perfect asa human work can be, both in con- 
Ception and in execution. Mr. Fred Herrick sends a col- 
ection of his fine “* Underground Posters.” We went to 
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the Exhibition by tube, and on the way saw Mr. Hetrick’s 
latest poster, which has recently been added to. the 
“Underground Art Gallery.” Mr. R. A. Wilson exhibits 
fan interesting decoration for a painted music room, 
No. 879, rather fururistic in feeling. Mrs. H. J. Edgar has 
sent a beautiful design for printed eretonne, No. 865. 
Mr. J. Platt has sent some of his splendid woodcuts, 
Nos. 818 and 823. Miss M. B. Preston exhibits a delight- 
ful little corkcut, No. $02, The Rowndhead. Mics M. 
Walker is also well represented. Mrs. Margaret Woolway 
has sent one of her beautifully refined pieces of illumina~ 
tion, No. 845, We like especially Miss D. Martin's em- 
Droidery curtain, Case'No. 945. Mr.H. Parr has sent ane 
of his splendid pottery figures, and Mr. Charles Vyse has 
sent several. ‘They are really delightful. Mr. W. Wheeler 
has sent a carved newel post, No. 463. When we think of, 
the number of terrible newel posts which are erected each 
‘year, we cannot but regret that more are not carved by 
‘Mr, Wheeler. ‘The President of the Old Students” Asso- 
ciation, Mr, Alexander Fisher, hay sent a magnificent 
collection of enamels, all of which rise to his well-known 
high standard, Case No. 466 exhibits the work of Mr. 
‘Omar Ramsden, 

Although we appreciate the great difficulties under 
which the committee have laboured in making this collec- 
tion, we should very much have liked to see the work of 
certhin deceased students represented, more expecially the 
wonderful craftsmanship of the late R. O. Pearson, the 
drawings of the late A. Peters, and some of the paintings 
tind etchings of the late H, Boardman Wright. 

‘We wish fo express our appreciation of the hard work 
which all the Committee have done, and especially that of 
the Assistant Honorary Secretary, Mr. Endymion L. 
‘Mackenzie, 


Lecture on Acoustics at Scientific 


Novelties Exhibition 


Mr. Hope Bagenal (Associate), lecturing at King's 
College, on January 1, on the Acoustics of Buildings, said 
that it was important for the general public to dismiss 
popular notions on the subject and to formulate require- 
ments that were not conflicting. It was not possible, for 
instance, to get good chamber music effects in the Albert 

fall, nor was it easy to design a building that should be 
equally good both for choral music and for the speaking 
voice. It might happen to anyone that he or she be called 
‘upon to speak in public. Speech was a progression of 
syllables, and if the syllables were distinguished and 
emphasised, the words would look after. themselves. 
‘Good hearing was dependent at least as much upon the 
‘near a upon the auditory, 

‘Some speakers preferred open-air conditions, and some 
speakers preferred Chu litions. Here at the outset 
was a fundamental distinction. It was a distinction 
between the man who liked to rely upon his own voice 
for power, and who liked the distinctness of syllables 
‘experienced in the open air, and theman who preferred the 
reinforcement given to his voice by a building, even at the 
‘expense of good articulation. Corresponding to these two. 
preferences there were two types of auditory-—-namely, the 
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Greek theatre embodying open-air conditions and the 
Gothic cathedral embodying extreme Church conditions. 
In the Greek theatre people could listen to dialogue at 
‘260 fect. When we consider that the remotest seat in His 
Majesty's ‘Theatre is 95 feet from stage, this must appear 
‘as.a great achievement. Good hearing in a building is not 
quite a scientific novelty. On the other hand, the Gothic 
cathedral, converse of the Greek theatre, developed choral 
music to its highest achievement in the polyphonic music 
of Vittoria, Palestrina, and the great English masters. 
Mediseval music was the direct outcome of the acoustic 
conditions of the cathedral. ‘This music can be heard any 
day ut Westminster Cathedral. It is different from modern 
music in having no strict time element and does not pro- 
‘eed by bests. ‘The long reverberation of the church is part 
tind parcel of the musical effect. In a large cathedral the 
reverberation may be five seconds for a syllable or ten 
Seconds for a note on the organ. ‘The rate of speech is 
Toughly four syllables a second. ‘This means that in a 
lively sermon in a cathedral syllables assembled on the ear 
twenty at a time. New preachers in St. Paul’s cathedral 
Used fo be warned that their sermons must consist of only 
half the number of words that they would use in a parish 
church. It is not possible in a cathedral to get both dis- 
tinct utterance and, at the same time, the fine tone effects 
of the best choral music. In the Greek theatre, on the 
other hand, the reverberation was quite short. ‘The 
Speaking voice was reinforced only by useful reflecting 
stirfaces behind the stage and in front of the stage. ‘The 
hhard-paved orchestra space in front of the stage, not con- 
tinuously occupied by the chorus, was a most useful 
reflector. Its value can be experienced at any performance 
jin the Greck Theatre at Bradfield College. _All sound 
teaching the audience was absorbed and not reflected, and 
the open air roof was also a 100 per cent. absorbing. Tt was 
‘sehen the classical theatre attained the enormous dimen- 
sions of the Alexandrian und Roman period that the strain 
‘on the voice caused difficulties. Hlence the acoustic vases. 
Our only evidlence for Echcia or acoustic vases is the work 
of Vitruvius, but reinforcement of tones by enclosed 
‘volumes of air is perfectly right in principle. ‘The expecta- 
tion scems to have been that one or other of the vases, 
designed to respond to notes in the musical scale, would 
reinforce the vowel sound of the actor. 

‘Commenting on Mr, Bagenal’s lecture, Professor W. B. 
Hodgkinson, of Blackheath, in The Times, of 4 January, 
says 





lay I suggest that asbestos cloth or fabric is a very 
efficient deadener of sound waves. Woven glass cloth i 
almost as good. ‘These materials are quite fireproof,” 
Mr. Bagenal gives us the following note for the R.IB.A. 
Jounxat.: “*"The best and most efficient sound absorbers 
are slag-wool, 2 in. thick, behind small-mesh wire netting 
(this is really glass such as Professor Hodgkinson recom~ 
mends), eel grass, in brown paper envelope, laid in two or 
three layers, and felt at least r in, thick. ‘These materials, 
however, require screening with canyas. Absorbing 
materials giving a finished surface are Akoustolith Tile, 
acoustic plaster, and cork slabs x in. thick." 
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‘THE RENAISSANCE OF BIRMINGHAM. 
By Rorent Savace [FJ 

‘The Rensiasance of Birmingham, said Mr, Savage, was 
not only inevitable in the natural course of growth, but 
‘was a movement much overdue. ‘There were few who 
jirmingham—the greatest city in 
England, excluding London—presented an outward 
aspect unworthy of its commercial greatness. ‘The present 
state of the city might be summarised as a huge agglomera~ 
tion of human beings crowded into a formless mass of 
mean streets and shabby buildings. It had never been 
planned; it had simply grown in a shapeless form 
dictated by the apparent needs of the moment. Consider- 
ing its great size, Birmingham was singularly lacking in 
fine main throughfares, and there were few streets having 
any pretensions to aize or dignity. Tt was a mass without 
nucleus, ‘The main roads leading out of the town were 
iiltdefined and tortuous. ‘There were few open spaces, 
and such as existed were irregular in plan and devoid of 
buildings of a monumental or impressive character. ‘The 
shopping area in the centre of the town was small and 
inadequate, while in the nearer suburbs there were mi 
fof miserable shops the very existence of which seemed 
superfluous. Some of the outer suburbs were healthy 
‘and pleasant, but older residential districts in the inner 
wards showed large slum aress which could compete 
jn wretchedness with any town in England. ‘The public 
buildings were few and scattered, and whatever merit they 
aight possess was largely discounted by an absence of 
logical grouping. ‘ 

*Phismight appear a somewhat exaggerated indictment of 
the city’s shortcomings, but he wished to emphasise the evil 
jin order to emphasise the necessity of remedial measures. 

‘A commercial aptitude for buying in the cheapest 
market and selling at the highest price might lead. to 
Acquisition of wealth, but was certainly not conducive 
to an appreciation of the higher aspect of life ; nor did it 
engender a mental attitude favourable to merely esthetic 
considerations, But it was just this commercial spirit 
which was to-day the great bar to all advancement in 
purely cultural and xsthetic moods in Birmingham. 
What was needed was vigorous and enlightened leader 
ship, Mr. Neville Chamberlain recently spoke in strong 
terms respecting the necessity for civic improvements, 
but he stressed the social rather than the sesthetic side 
of the question. Among the ranks of the City Council 
there were a number of capable and energetic workers in 
the cause of betterment, but their energies were directed 
tostrictly utilitarian projects, and there were few, indeed, 
who had any lively conception of the great moral value of 
abstract beauty. Dealing with those aspects of ‘the 
{Ohetterment” question which more closely concerned 
the architectural profession, viz, the improvements 
town-planning and street architecture, Mr. Savage said 
the fit step was to arouse the interest and enlist the 
sympathy of the man in the street. ‘The second step was 
to make a general survey of future developments. ‘The 

Presidential Address reed before the Birmingham Archi- 
‘ectural Association. 
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third and perhaps the most important, was to ascertain 
‘what could be commenced now and accomplished during 
the present generation. ‘There already existed a number of 
agencies for arousing the interest of the general public 





and promoting civic patriotism, It was to be hoped that 
e 


efforts of these bodies, aided by a sympathetic 
itude on the part of the civie governors, might ultimately 
icit some response from their rather unresponsive fellow- 
citizens. When they came to survey the programme of 
future developments, they quickly came up against the 
fact that they were dealing with a full-grown (if badly 
developed) town. Town-planning enthusiasts were apt 
to forget the existence of vested interests and seated 
industries and seemed to think they were planning a new 
city onan open plain. In the centre of our town particu 
larly it was impossible ruthlessly to demolish whole 
throughfares and extinguish old-established commercial 
interests. Courage and foresight were requisite in pre- 
paring a scheme for controlling the future development 
of the town, but there was also need for a judicious blend 
of idealism’ and common sense. Unrestricted idealism 
might, become a scrious obstacle in actual achievernent. 
‘The City Couneil had been engaged for some years on the 
task of town-planning Birmingham, and much useful 
work had been done. While they recognised the effort 
that had been made, they, as architects, were inclined to 
feel that the work done had been influenced solely by 
technical considerations, and that the sesthetic aspect of 
town-planning had been insufficiently recogmised. In 
many towns this work had been placed in the hands of 
experienced architects, but in Birmingham it would appear 
that road-making, sewerage and traffic control were the 
ole consideration. ‘There was a very marked contrast 
between the status of the architect in this country and 
abroad. In most European countries and in America the 
architect was an important factor in all civic develop- 
‘ments, and as a result they saw a remarkable difference 
between their own towns and those they visited in their 
foreign travels. What they might hope for and plan for 
in the future development of the city was 4 complete and 
comprehensive town plan of the town and suburbs with 
due regard to the architectural and artistic aspect of the 
subject. They also hoped to see the erection of a public 
hhall adequate to the needs of the city, and the provision 
‘of « really fine exhibition hall to replace the obsolete 
Bingley Hall. ‘They might see the renovation of the 
fine Market Hall and the rearrangement of the wholesale 
‘markets on a coherent plan. 

Something ought to be done in utilising the rivers to 
form an agreeable adjunct to the street scenery, and in the 
‘ouillying districts the streams and. watercourses might be 
made pleasant features of the public open spaces, "The 
question of slum clearance and provision of new homes 
for workers was a matter of urgent necessity, 

‘As to what could be done now, or in the immediate 
future, ax the contribution of their generation to the greater 
ticheme, Mr. Savage urged that the City Council could 
do a great deal by putting into execution many schemes 
now under consideration, ‘The most pressing need was 
for the completion and publication of the town plan for 
inner Birmingham. ‘The present uncertainty as to street 
‘widening and frontage lines was a serious hindrance to 
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freeholders and building owners alike. ‘The Council 
‘might proceed with the plonning of the new public square 
at the bottom of Broad Street and encourage the rebuild 
ing of that street, ‘The scheme for a new throughfare 
across New Street station was a project of the Dison i 
tude, and it was to be hoped would be considered in 
relation to the remodelling or rebuilding of New. Street 
station, which was at present not only an obstruction but 
an eyesore, When the greater Birmingham scheme 
brought within the city’s boundaries certain outlying dis 
tricts, pledges were given for the provision of sundry local 
conveniences stich as public baths, libraries, etc. 
prosecution of some of these enterprises would not only 
tend to the embellishment of these localities, but would 
provide much needed employinent. | In the matter of 
iousing the Council could materially nid the orderly 
development of new or partly developed districts by 
inaugurating a building policy having some regard to the 
amenities of lay-out and architectural composition. The 
pent type of new house might be economically sound, 
t left. much to be desired in the matter of design. ‘The 
freeholders could do much to improve the standard of 
building by relaxing their rigid attitude and by selling 
freely to those who desire to build on their own frechold, 
‘The prevalent Jeaschold system was one of the wore 
causes of poor building in Birmingham. ‘The building 
owners could do miich for the future of the city by taking 
a wider and more generous view of expenditure on 
building. Hitherto rent producing capacity had been, 
almost the only consideration, If we were @ nation of 
shopkeepers it was surely not necessary that the acquisi- 
tion of money should dull our senses to all that was fine 
and noble in our cities. 











SOCIETE DES ARCHITECTES DIPLOMES 
PAR LE GOUVERNEMENT, 

‘The officers elected for 1924 by the S.A.D.G. are as 
follows ;—President, A. Bérard; Vice-Presidents, M. 
Auburtin, G, Guiard, G, Talbourdeau ;  Secretary- 
General, A.” Schneider: " Treasurer, M. Poupinel ; 
Archivist, A. Jalabert ; Librarian, G. Tzakiri ; Secre= 
taries, P.'Souizy, H. Constant-Bernard, R. Legrand, 








VISITS ARRANGED BY THE ART STANDING 
es ay COMMIT TEI 
following is a list of the visits arranged for the 
Session by the Art Standing Connittec., The visits will 
take place on Saturday afternoons, and Members and 
cette ar condaly invited to Cards for each 
it. iasued, and can be obtained on appli 
the Secretary RLBA, 9 Conduit Suest Wee 
















1934. 
6 January —Bank of England. 23 February.—Derby 
House, 22 March.—Wembley Exhibition. 26 April, — 
Kensington Palace, 24 May.—Knole Park, Sevenoaks. 
VISIT ‘TO THE BANK OF ENGLAND. 
SATUNDAY, 26 JANUARY 1924. 
At the request of the Bank of England nuthorities the 
‘number of members attending this visit must be limited 
to twenty. 














COMPETITIONS 


QUANTITY SURVEYORS’ FEES, 

‘The Practice Standing Committee have drawn the 
attention of the Council to the practice of certain archi- 
tects sceretly arranging with their Quantity. Surveyors 
for a percentage of the Surveyors’ fees to be paid to them. 
‘The Council desire to warn Members and Licentiates 
that such practice is contrary to professional etiquet 
objectionable and immoral, and that disciplinary measui 
will be taken if specific cases of it are brought to the 
Council's notiee., 


THE R.LB.A, CERTIFICATE BOOK. 

A. new edition of the RuLB.A, Certificate Book (not 

imprinted, with the Seal of the R.1,B.A,) will shortly be 

ready for aile to architects and others who are not Mer= 
bers or Lieentiates of the Royal Institute, 




















NOTES FROM THE MINUTES OF THE 
COUNCIL. MEETING, 
17 DECEMBER. 
ua LAnOUR IN THE BUILDING 
"TRADES. 

‘The following members have been appointed to repre 
sent the R.L.B.A. on the proposed Conference on the 
Shortage of Skilled Labour in the building trades — 
‘The President, the Hon. Secretary, Major Harry Barnes, 
Mr. Perey Thomas, Mr, 'T. H, Milburn, Mr, Herbert A. 
Welch, Mr. G. Hastwell Grayson. 


Snowrsck oF S 





Granrs, 
‘The following annual grants have been made >— 
‘The British Engineering Standards Association, £5. 
aS British Non-Ferrous Metals Research Association, 
15. 


Tr Chass or STUDENTS. 
‘The R.1.B.A, Kalendar is to be issued in funure to the 
Students of the R.LB.A. 


Rermmp Frowsir, 
‘The following Members have been transferred to the 
Glas of Retired Fels >—F. W. ‘Tarring and James 
jerman, 


Rewsrarenenr. 
‘The following have been reinstated as Members of the 
Ria ‘A, Parker [A C. E. Tebbs [4], H. G. 
folt (4). 


Tum Toxyo Invencat, Univensery Lipnany. 

Mr. W. H. Ward, Chairman of the Literature Standing: 
Comite, has been appointed 0 roprenent the RLLILA, 
‘upon the Committee which hes been formed by the British 
Academy with the object of organising (on the sppeal of 
the Foreign Office) a gift of books to the Library of the 
"Tokyo Imperial University Library. 


Acaprauc Dims Conner. 

“The report of this Committee (appointed in May, 1933) 
Will be submitted to the general body at the Business 
Meeting on 7 January 1924. ‘The Council recommend 
that the proposal be dropped. 








RALBA. PRIZES AND STUDENTSHIPS, 19: 

‘The Award of the R.ILB.A, Prizes and Studentahips 
for 1924 will be unnounced at the General Meeting to be 
held on Monday, 21 January 1924, in the meeting room 
of the Royal Society, Burlington House, Piccadilly, W.t~ 

‘The Exhibition of the works submitted will open on 
‘Tuesday, 22 January 1924, in Gallery No. VI, at the 
Royal Academy, of Arts, Piccadilly, W.1, and close on 
Monday, 4 February 1924. 

“The Exhibition will be open daily, free to the public 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 6 pam. (Sundays 
excluded), 

R.LB.A.(ARCHIBALD DAWNAY) SCHOLARSHIPS. 

"The Jury for the R.1.B,A. (Archibald Dawnay) Schol 
ships, in response to u request by the Board of Archi 
tural Education for a report with reference to the nature 
of the work to be submitted in competition for, the 
Scholarships by students in the third year of the School 
course, report that in making their awards preference is 
riven to candidates whose work indicates that they have 
given such due prominence in their earlier studies to 
Srctual problems that in their final or thi year work 
they are able to design their construction artistically in 
subjects which may involve structural problems, su 
large span roofs, bold arching or vaulting, or steel, wood, 
reinforced conerete work of lange dimensions 

“Third-year designs which are directed mainly to some 
artistic effect without regard to the difficulties of constrac~ 
tion, durability or maintenance, and which are presented 
with a few standard details copied from a textbook, are 
not regarded as indicating the class of study which should 
be encouraged and extended by these scholarships. 

jider that the divorce of design from con~ 

3 from many of the drawings 
sent in, a attitude which they fear is not unusual in 
many of the schools, is detrimental to the objects of the 
RALBA. (Archibald 'Dawnay) Scholarshi 

‘Subjects should, therefore, be set to third-year students 
which are in idea constructional problems to be dealt 
‘with architecturally, in which the student would show his 
inventive and imaginative capacity by adapting standard 
details or the structural pris underlying such di 
to tunusual conditions. This, while not requiring spe 
ation on the part of the pupil, would deprive him of the 
easy course of submitting sheets of drawings which are 
not much better than copies from textbooks, 

TaN MacAnisren, 
Secretary RBA. 


Competitions 


‘TALBOT; LODGE, MAIN ENTRANCE 
AND RAILING IN CONNECTION WITH 

"TALBOT MEMORIAL PARK. 

"The Competitions Committee desire to call the 
attention of Members and Licentiates to the fuct that the 
Conditions of the above Competition are not in accordance 
with the Regulations of the R.I,B.A. ‘The Competitions 
Cotnmittee are in negotiation with the promoters in the 
hope of securing an In the meantime, 
Members and Licentiates are advised to take no part in 
the Competition, 
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MANCHESTER GRAMMAR SCHOOL, 

‘The announcement with regard to the appointment of 
Dr. Percy Worthington as Assessor in the Manchester 
Grammar School Competition was made prematurely. 
‘No decision has yet been made in the matter. 


PALAIS DE JUSTICE, CAIRO, 

‘The Secretary of the Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects has been informed that the American Institute of 
Architects have cabled to Cairo protesting against the 
Conditions of the above Competition, 


RAFFLES COLLEGE COMPETITION 
(SINGAPORE), 

‘The drawings submitted in the above competition 
will be on view to the public during the hours of rx asm. 
to 4 pam. on Tuesday, the 15th, to Friday, 18th, inclusive, 
at the office of the Crown Agenits for the Colonies, No. § 
Millbank, S:W.1, 





BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION, 

RALBA. (Atsmp Bossom) ‘Travertine Srupeyrsn 
Inrampmerarion oF Clause 2. 

“The competitions will be confined to those students 
of the Recognised Schools of Architecture which enjoy 
exemption from the R.1.B.A, Final Examination who, 
after passing through the School Courses, have attained 
the Associateship of the R.LB,A."" 

‘The Board of Architectural Education have decided 
that for the purpotes of the R.LLB.A. (Alfred Bossom) 
‘Travelling Studentship w minimum attendince of one 
Session full-time work at a Recognised School shall be 
taken to constitute membership of that School. 








RALB.A. Exavinavions, Duciomen 1923. 

‘The questions set at the Intermediate and Final (or 

Special) Examinations held in December 1933 have been 

Published, and are on sale at the Royal Institute, price 
18, 6d, (exclusive of postage), 


The Examinations 


INTERMEDIATE. 

‘The Intermediate Examination, qualifying for registra 
tion as Student R.1.B.A., was held in, London from 23 10 
29 November, and in Leeds from 23 to 28 November. 
(Of the 55 candidates who presented themselves, 28 passed 
und 27 were relegated. ‘The sucessful candidates were 
4s follows, the names being given in order of merit as 
placed by the Examiners <— 

Janten : Wilfred (2. 2921}, (86 Front Street, Chester-le-Strect, 

Co, Durham 

Cousin s Tom Anderson [P1923], 2 Bancroft Road, Hale, 

near Altrincham, Chest 

Ovanenn, Wiliam Bernard (P: spat}, 130 Prices Road, 
Harthill, Stoke-on-Trent, Stat. 

MeMonnass:' Donald Hanks (P. 1923), 34 Butler Avenue, 
Harrow-on-the-Hill, Middlesex 

Tnckstaw : Frank Leonard [P. 1921), 18 West Side, Clapham 
‘Common, 8.W-4, 


162 




















Howes: James Frederick [P. 1921], Port Vale Houte, Hett- 
ford, Herts 
Snares: Philip Walter (P. 1922}, Brier Lea, Carline Rowd, 


‘Param: Reginald (P. 
cy bes {P. 191 


6, Neville Street, Cardiff. 
Bertcgton [PS tons, Grove Lidge, Church 
cp 








har 
voy Ahesaes Kenneth [P. 1920], 29, Divinity Road 
oer rk 1F- 1917}, Min-y-don, Glan Conway, North 
alex 
Dautas; Vera Mary [P, 1920], 46, Arkwright Road, Hamy 
tas Vera Mary (P1930), 46, Ackil i 


NAW 

Dawes ;' William Harry Cecil [P 1920], Broadway House, 

‘Wsndham Road, Abergavenny, Mon. 4 

Fonwal: Murice Howard [8 122) 44 Bopanad, Scare 

gh 

GossincAifred Charles (P. 1920), Fernleih, $1. M 

Guat unk Staley. Morden [P. 1930), 278 Wille 

foe Fra orden [P, 1920), 273 Willeten 
ane, Cricklowood, NAW. 

Haven Bt Ainwirth [1920.98 Chvnchurch Sie,” 
pewich, 

oe Leppard Le [P 930}, 29 Grove Pa, St. Thoma 

Lanne Witham Kennedy 
Him Avene, Reading, 

Luoyn: Seton Howard Frederick (P1922), 14. Augustus 
oad, Edhsston, Birmingham, 

Liovn + ‘William Thomas [P. 1919}, 1193 Neath Road, 
Landore, Swansea, 

Monaas = “Brodrick John Morris (P. soar), 1 Brunswi 
Pic, St, Paul’, Cheltenham, Glos, 

Pusewand : Stanley’ Chasln, [P1920], 7 Second. Avenue, 
Heaton, Neweastl-upanTyne, 

Romuers “Amur Hear [2 vo2sh 23 Quatry Road, Wan 
worth Common, S.WV.t8, 

Romters: Douglan Hugh Poynter (P. 1920), 21. Grosvenor 
hace, Bath 








P. 1924),  Briantstone,"" Western 

















Sau: Geoffrey Wyndham (P, 1931], “Phe Royd,’* Selhorne 
oad; Hast Wood; etdoghaty 
Sura: Harry Hirst (P. 193i], "Merial." 6 Hereford 





Road, Southport. 


‘THE FINAL AND SPECIAL, 

‘The Final and Special Examinations, qualifying for 
candidature as Associate R.IB.A., were held in London 
from 6 to 13 December, OF the 16 candidates admitted, 
8 passed and the remaining § were relegated, ‘The success. 
ful candidates were as follows :— 


Hants Hortce Randolph Murte [Speciall, P.O, Box sf, 
hi, Kenya Colony piel RSI 
oat), 1 Royal York Crescent, 









uace Ha 
Clifton, Bristol. er 





W. 
Fitsaioww:| Cecil Ernest Millant [S123], Newhaven, Weal 
rasmoan {S. 1923], Newhaven, West 
Guay John Duncan (8, tora, 19 Lancaster Road Ipswich, 
Thomas (Special), Parham Estate Office, Puts 
Francis William (8.  Dwckenba 

Graham Steet, Penrith, Cumberland? ™Skenbae 


Pownit : Albert Harry [Special], 10 
Baq,, King Edward Buildings, Reading, 











Notices 


‘THE SIXTH GENERAL MEETING. 

‘The Sixth General Meeting (Ordinary) of the Session 
1923-24 will be held on Monday, 21 January 1924, at 
8 pan. at the Royal Society, Burlington House, Wr, for 
the following purposes -— 

‘To read the Minutes of the General Meeting (Business) 
held on 7 J 1934 formally to admit members 
attending for the first time since their election, 

To read the following Puper:—"' Architecture in 
Canada," by Percy Nobbs (F.]. 

‘To read the Council’s Deed of Award of Prizes und 
Studentships 1924. 

‘See Notices of 
Committee, p. 160. 


Election of Members 


3 MANcH 1924. 
‘The following applications for election have been 

received, Note of any objection or otber communica” 

tion respecting the candidates must be sent to the Secre- 

tary for submission to the Couneil prior to Monday, 
s 19) 

j 17 19%" As FELLOWS (7). 

Beruan: Axriwn Sraxusy Gronoe [41-1913], 6 Old Queen 


‘Street, S.W.rs Uy irlow, 
Cuninies Carian Berane Cle 1908], Allenby Howl, 
‘Jerusalem, Palestine 








ite arranged by the Art Standing 














Cow: Jaates Burraast Francs (4, 1910), 5 King’s Bench 
Walk, Temple, BC4:  Olwyns,” Wildwood Road, 
Hampstead Garden Suburb, 

ASI. (A, 1912), 





Eowanos: Stoscry Janus, M.A. Cantab, 

Galle Face Hotel, Colombo, 

Town: Nona (4. 1907]. 329 Lord Stret, Southport: 6 
Rawlinson Road, Southport. 

Parewon : Hien Lisi [4., thi), Calms Chambers 19 
St. James's Street, Sheffield ; 65, Clarendon Roud, Pul- 
wood Park, Shetfeld, 

Sanurn: Wiitia Thostas (11, 1907], Abbowford, 24 Cone 
yers Road, Streatham, 5, 


AS ASSOCIATES (26). 
avi: Horace Raxbourn Hunts [Special Examination), P.O. 
ox g8, Nairobi, Kenya Colony. 
Benen: Gronce AuexaNnen (Special War Exuninato 
Burros Street, Middle Brighton, Victoria, 
Baooxs : Dowais. fh Arch. Liverpool [passed ive years” coure 
iverpeol University School of Architecture—-exerpted 
fram Viral Bentatarion after pasiog exemtntion fa 
fessional Practice), 7 Castelnau Gardens, Hames, SW 1 
‘ivrton : Eustace Hain [Final Examination), + Royal York 
‘Crescent, Clifton, Beistol- 
wane: Hsaw. Mixvn {passed five years" course wt Archi- 
tectural Association, London—exempted fromm Final Ex- 
sinination after passing Examination in Professional 
Practice, The Priors, Roehaenpton, 5. 
Curran: Laas Mataino [Spec E 
cout Saree 
WA; Tack ASTONIO [pamed five years’ course at Glasgow 
‘School of Architecture—exempted. from Final Examina: 
tion after pesing Examination in Professional Proctice, 
88 Drumother Drive, Parkhead, Glargow- 


























Jou Srevomc, OBE, 
Highpste, Kendal, 


ro War 
Soesil 
Fencusox = 








soot, Conbuner, Laneriohie- 





Furwont: Cer, Besior Misaao (fal Brannan} 
Newhaven, Hollyhedge Road, We : 
‘Pry: Eowin Maxwait, B-Arch, eel fis ry 
soume a Liner eB acers Eee ete 


sepred from Fioal Examination ther passing Bosra 
Sn fe Protenional Pract, § Conbeligs Shece vd 
Park, We. 
Gaver oars Dow (Final Examination), x9 Lancuter 
Road, Ipswich, 
Greexrmn: ‘THomas [Special Examination), Easebour 
ci eon Fo Gi mie eae 2 
mon He Gian (rx ve years’ 
Architectural Associaton, cmped fram 
Fina Examination, after ing: inate in Profes= 
sional Practice}, 2 Gray's lon Squere, W.C.1, 
Hci Fawr Hsen Haasan Arch, Lavrpoot 
Ipse fv Sea’ core a Liverpool Univer 
ot Archicte exempted Vom Peal Rein ater 
=, Examination in Professional Practice), as Rath 
inet? Hiawote {paed fvyean course at Liverpoat Uni 
Werity Schon of Archteeture-exerpted fon Foal 
Examication afier pusing Esaminetion in Profeniocal 
Practice). 93 Hale Hood, Welton: Liverpool, 


Herron: Chatanss Hesny, BArch, tive 
Years’ coune at Liverpol Univenity School ofr pits 
ieerure—exempted from Final Esamiaation after passing, 
Examination in Profesional Practice), 10 ‘Town Lane, 

















Kxewsrena : Fusion Witt (Foe Basinobonh 
‘enbar,” Graham Street, Penrith, Cumberland. 

Kwicnr: ‘Crm Rox, B.Arch. Liverpool [paased. five yours’ 
‘course at Livernoot University School of Architecture—— 
‘exempted from Final Examination afeer 
tion in Professional Practice), 66 Orxfor 
Liverpool, 

Lavente: [passed six years" course at 
Robert Gordon's Technical College, Aberdeen —exempted 

from Examination after patsing Examination is 

Profesional Practice, 19 Detby Road, Bertrams, Johan: 


nesburg, Transvaal, 
ial War Examination), 360 





sing Beurnina- 
Road, Waterloo, 








Pastas’ Stuoay Twowas [Spec 
Collins Street, Melbourne, Australia, 
Powsss.: Aumoer Haxay [Special Examination), 32 Bridge 
reer. 





from 
Professonal Practice) 3 Salchaty Tefecs: Aberdeen, 
Vans: Romain Writtun Haney, B-Atch. Liver 


Ipsec et 
Ey ag Ca 
fects ani heat ee eae 
oe 
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Members’ Column 


ROOMS TO LET. 

CU. tas SRL eee a toi ary Remy 
ish per anmum—Apply, Box 8124, 0 ary LDA 
‘nadie Street, London, Wat 

RETIREMENT. S 

Ma. J-W, Wineas, Licentiate, wo he Hee in change of the Near 

a plianct oF HAM. Omce of Works tor nearly forty years Ns 
Pan ers be Service, Fils successor t Mr. Hewlett Ealwams, 
eee An of EATON, London, and Rublip, Middlnwex = whose 
Ate i iaw the British Brabassy, Constuntinp 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS, 
RO ARULDA,, hay changed his adress to 
















wi ote to. the Old 
vet, SWar—on 43 January, a7 
‘roaltor addres. 
deer fontnoss exteaaione, the cficen of Mews, Ball ati 
Wee ALLA hee, er cane fom 79 igh Street t0 
Iv West Street, Weston-supre Mare. 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS AND STV 

yt Te Bouse Marmews [Fy the 30 
ue fon of J: Bot Matha 
Hc ha tah nt parinen M, G 
Sit anit We Rey [4], and the ste a te 
Mow ay J, Dougloss Mathews, San and Ridley. 


dant ene wt 3 
Fe a ce yuts Cheha FC 
Me Co eae pth having tai 
hs ee a ant (E resp ot 
Hy Mas Sate te a 
yy eh wtoices a 20 Cho Lane, 3.6, Owing 
Haas Dat ie dest. Raia. ng 
te the ee ot athe ta ramoved 1 Dowel 
laa tae es etn gate Farad Math ae 
sate Stay beaten ie He gi oon 
i nt arene Agate te Er Hone Mah 
aa a aN Botta athe del Apel DE = 
1 ee ete woe Waren ee 
DISSOLTION OF TARENERSH 













































Tux. vaxrxensute hitherto extaing between CG) Meavelly 
My Aetand We Autiuir Tet, Licentiate RALIGA, architect, 
RA eetpnaied ns from 3 Deenibee 4033, The prartlen 





Waar om ie wen aie yh ern Wo 
aan ea correapondetie anoUKT be pent—G. Krave, Lloyds 
Hank Chambers, Alnwick: 
HORMATION OF PAUTNERSHTP. 

Ma. W, Aree Thewns, Licentiate TCCB.A, until recently, 
oattiet bt che Rem of. Reavelly F-RGLILA., wad W. Arthur Tetiby, 
(ieatiata, peactiing. at Atowick, thas jolard Mr. We Ws Long 

ideetiate KALBA. and' will peactiog at 39, Comimerstal 


¢3 





ate 1 
Wout 





APmOINIDENTS WANTED 

Lacenreare, experience fn London work, wk am ete 
oo MERMUAE Aizastomed to. preparing working drawings and 
in wht east dor seracturl sector Tho 
Teen "Tendon Building Acta—ox sna, fo Socetary, 





nao bal tt Ca od 
ee aki or pis of texponslty. al soit exer 
extn rare an weagilo dear Highest references — ox 
Tig elo Sermary RADA 9 Com 


Minutes V 


Semon 1935-24. 

‘At the Fifth Genenl: Meeting (iusiness) of the Sexson 
7 See Et, Conduit Streetgon Monday, 7 Sanvary (0244 
We acene [A Goch Ppa a 
Sean Sook wan sgned by 33 Fellows (ineluding 1 
The tea a cas Glad 4 Members 
BGhe Council), and one Licentiate, 


14, 


















we 


‘The minutes of the meeting held on 17 
‘as read, were confirmed and 





Raving been taken 


Chairman. 


"The Hon, Secretary announced the 
member ¢—David Forbes Smith, elected 





‘Rnd it was Risouvi that the ce 


‘the loss of this member be recor 
message of sympathy and. condolence be eon 


‘relatives. 


“The following members attendin 

their election were 
Perey Morris, 
‘The following can 


show 


OK 


‘of bande >— 


‘of the Roy: 


formally admitt 
‘Jumes Lochhead and 


decease of tho following. 


“Associate int 1 


Canus-Witson : CHanies Dry [21. 1909], Sheffield 


Rurow : Pancty Tos, F.S.1. (4. 
Fagan: Rustace Conn (4. 1899) 
Haxscosmn ; Cnaniss Ener [ 


Hau: Avxcnin Simona 





A. 4910). 


AS ASSOCIATES (2), 
Bruen: Ausrox Ricnann [Specinl War Examination), Mel- 
bourne, Australia, 


‘bourne, Australia. 


‘rhe Secretary announced that by a resol 





the following hid coased to be members or Licentiates 


Royal Lastinite =— 


ch 


Phe report of the Acar 
‘and on the motion of Mr. W. 
W. Seatt-Moneriefl [2], it os Riso 


FELLOW. 





W.'T. Lockwoos. 


ASSOCIATES, 
B, Commish H. Crone, D. 0.1 
'S; Robinvon, J. Re Sykes 
NTIATES. 
W. HL Alton, J. Ballantine, |S. P. 


Hiolroyd, A. Oliver, 


Brinson, 


yal Institute 
ied in the Minutes, and that 
wesed to 


for the first, time since 
the President — 

: |G. Soutar, Fellows. 

ates for membership were elected by 


AS FELLOWS (()- 
Amon: Anrin, FAS. 12ah St Anie'son-the-Sex, 
ctusny ? Jou Svoxvy (4. ro9s 





{Special War Examination), Mel 
ion of the Ce 
norte 


Davies, W, Grifiche, 


J. Cobban, 


| Rdwards, J. Kerr, HM. Kitkley, J. 1. Porteoun, 


K. 
|, A. "Puener, J. Verinont. 


Tach ep be 


At 


so 24, imme 


& Speci 


and itnilarly constituted 


for the repeal 


ot 


ire 


Ho the followin Real 


Every person dlesiring to be 
‘eases submit for ex 
bilities as a 


ngraphs abl be nceorn 


"reo 


ness Comittee was considered, 
BE, Miley [2], seconded by Mr. We 
vit) by 9 votes 10 a8 


Berge Netung held on Mond 

ence! Meeting held on Monday, 

1 Sete Meares Nees wore Fecal 
ation by the € 


Sounel 
won tar ya 3 


fed 4 Fellow shall fall 

eau 9 evince af 
‘working drawing, nid, 

woqrania of his ececuted. works, seth seh 

Tiny, athe Council mafieciiee, Suh 
ie hy 4 ech 


[ings to whic! 
oc a vee to which hey 
heen moved by, Me. W. 


‘Teaver: 
ition should only be repeated 


indidates for the Fellowship who were 


me oc 
mendaion, 48a 


"The proceedings terminated, 
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A view of the south side of the Abbey. abv 
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Preservation of Ancient Monuments and Historic 





S, C, 





BY SIR FRANK BAIN 


Ti: is desirable to attempt to lay down in some detail 





how the principles which T have briefly suggested 

here are interpreted with regard to ancient mont 
nents and historic buildings under the charge of the 
Srown, and I propose to do so by dealing with certain 
of the buildings in process of preservation, illustrating 
the character of the work executed and the way the 
principles are interpreted in specific work. 

"Phere are, therefore, two classes of 
the charge of the Crown :~ 

+. Crown monuments and historic buildings, often 
patt of the hereditary possession of the Crown ; and 

‘, Buildingsand monuments transferred tothe charge 
of the Government under the provisions of the 1913 Act. 

‘The fiat point I wish to bring out s that with regard 
to the latter class of buildings they are generally trans~ 
ferred to the Crown suffering from the most distressing 
neglect and even ill-treatment; all are in a state of 
general instability and active decay. I propose to give 

of this. 














nuument 



















appeared in the JoumNaL of 


2 December 1923, 
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Buildings—Part IT” 


v.0,, C.B.E,, DIRECTOR OF WOR! 


HLM. OFFICE OF WORKS. 





‘Vhe points I wish to bring forward are :— 

1, ‘The tremendous destruction of the buildings dive 
to neglect and decay ; and 

1a, The enormous growths of ivy, shrubs, and trees 
even, upon the wall heads, which in many cases have 
rent the masonry asunder for lengths up to 30 feet, and 
for widths up to a maximum of 1 foot 3 inches to 
1 foot 9 inches. 

‘This problem of preservation, therefore, in these cir 
cumstances is quite a new one, a problem which did 
‘not face the mediaeval constructor 

"The problem may be briefly described as follows +— 

"To attempt to retain in its existing form a partial 
structure, when all its original equipoise of thrust and 
‘counter-thrust has been destroyed by the failure of por 
tions of the building. For example, you may get an 
arcade standing as detached overloaded columns with- 
out any stipport from the thrust of the original vault 
und the counter-thrust of the original aisle roof but~ 
tresses, etc. If this arcade stands at such an angle of 
inclination from the vertical that it is at the moment 
unstable, the problem is aserious one, Such a problem 
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could be dealt with reasonably simply if it was possible 
or justifiable to restore the original static condition of 
the structure. This, however, would involve a0 much 
reconstruction and restoration that it must be ruled out 
‘of consideration. The problem, therefore, is clearly 
entirely different from that of the medizeval constructor, 
and also from that which faces the architect and civil 
engineer of to-day in designing a new structure ; and 
such a problem has-to be dealt with entirely on its 
merits. 

Generally, the problems must be faced without any 
formal or set ideas as to their solution. ‘The first 
Principle laid down is the need to ascertain as clearly as 
possible the static condition of the structure under all 
its conditions of decay, incipient and partial failure, 
sctual collapse, etc, The plan of Tintern Abbey, which 
T would describe as a statical or technical suryey of the 
‘building, shows clearly before any work is done the con- 
dition of the structure and the problems which have to 
be faced. 

"Tintern Abbey is one of our most interesting and 
romantic Cistercian abbeys. ‘The date of the existing 
‘work is generally that of the end of the thirteenth cen- 
tury, when the present church was built to the south 
and east of the older church. You will see that the 
north arcade of the nave has fallen, carrying with it the 
whole of the vault of the nave, leaving the great south 
arcade standing to a height of 68 feet existing merely as 
4 series of overstressed, distorted piers, eccentrically 
Joaded and unsupported by any, thrust of vault or 
counter-thrust of aisle, roof, etc. ‘The thickness of this 
arcade at the top is 5 feet 6 inches, and the weight 
carried by each pier is roughly 210 tons. ‘The wall is 
Seriously overhung to the north to the extent of 
18 inches, inducing excessive compressive stress on 
the north’side of the piers, and a tensional stress 
onthe south side of the piers. As a result the piers are 
found to be actually failing under crushing. Many of 
the stones, both of the piers and the caps, have been 
fractured completely through, some of them being in 
4 thoroughly shattered condition. 

‘The original proposal, before the Department under- 
toak the change of the building, was to take down and 
rebuild plumb a great proportion of the arcade above 
the arches. ‘The Department, however, decided that 
such a course of action would ruin the amenities of the 
building; and generally the scheme which was under~ 
taken was to relieve the eccentric stress on the north 
side of the piers, and also to relieve them entirely of 
stress due to wind pressure. This was done by the 
institution of great Iatice girder of the N. type 
anchored into the wall of the south transept and to the 
‘wall of the west gable, designed to move under tempera- 
ture stresses and under slight oscillation of the arcade. 
It would take more than the time at my disposal to 
detail the theory underlying the design and erection of 
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this girder, but I wish to make it clear that the scheme 
was devised to preserve the amenities of the arcade as 
seen from.the nave, which otherwise would have had 
to be heavily buttressed. ‘To use modern knowledge 
‘and experience in obtaining that result would seem to 
be fully justifiable. Tt has been sometimes contended 
that in the preservation of historic buildings only the 
materials and methods of the medieval constructor 
should be used. Such methods could indeed be used, 
if restoration could be considered and the principle of 
preservation only departed from. ‘Then a lime-built 
masonry structure could he devised which would re- 
institute the thrust and counter-thrust of the original 
building, and perhaps reach a state of statical stability 
without utilising modern knowledge and the methods 
of our day. 

‘The loss, however, by following this practice would 
be enormous. At Tintern it would involve the re- 
building of the whole of the north areade, the whole of 
the stone vaults of the nave and aisles, and a practical 
reconstruction of the abbey church. Such a course 
could only make the judicious grieve ; and, indeed, in 
these days, when the complete preservation, 
addition, of our historical monuments is the principle 
which guides us, such a course of action could not be 
contemplated. Further, the expenditure involved by 
such a scheme would be vastly greater than could be 
considered by the Government to-day ; and itis clear 
that when Tintern Abbey is completed, within a very 
short time the works of preservation will not be 
apparent, and in a few years the hand of time will place 
{ts softening and enriching imprint upon the building 
‘once more, when the instructed public can view this 
wonderful monument in a form showing its original 
features without any unwarrantable disturhances. or 
additions thereto, 

‘There were other problems at Tintern which I will 
briefly glance at. One was to retain the great over- 
hanging fragments of the fallen north arcade hanging 
to the north-west pier of the crossing and to the west 
gable. ‘This was. difficult problem, and was overcome 
without disturbing in any way the original face stones, 
which were left in position, although the eccentric 
Joading transferred to both north-west pier and west 
gable was as much as go tons, 

‘The next building I want to speak of is Rievaulx 
Abbey (Fig. 2). This is the earliest Cistercian house 
in the country, founded in 131. Its situation is 
beautiful, at the head of a rich, deep valley formed by 
a bend of the River Rye below Old Byland. ‘The 
abbey stands immediately beneath a ridge of hills, and 
is built on a series of terraces cut out of the foothills of 
the range, the church being founded on the solid 
ground and the monastic buildings in certain instances 
‘on made ground, while the frater, owing to the steep 
fall of the ground, is carried upon sub-vaults, Owing 
































iscumulated soil in tbe foreground Covers the walle and the pers ofthe nave, being approxi 
imately 8 feet deep 











Fic, 3—Ruewaurx Amey 
w of the Abbey, looking east, showing the walls and piers exposed after excava- 
Sons. ‘The Boor of the nave is now covered with turf, except for certain small patches 
Of the original tiles, which were found in position and which can be seen in the photo 
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to the importance of founding the church on solid 

‘ound, it is built parallel to the range of hills upon the 

irst cut made in the slope, and it stands, as a result, 
roughly north and south instead of east and west, 
Indeed, had the medizeval builders been so rash as to 
throw the church due east and west 2 portion would 
have had to be built upon filled ground or upon sub- 
vaults, which would have enormously complicated the 

robles 
evOF the church, only the presbytery and the choir with 
the transepts and the east arch of the crossing remain ; 
and the nave, when it was taken over by the Crown, 
presented a dimpled mound of rains where fallen 
nasonry and soil was heaped up to a height of 16 feet. 
(See Fig. 2.) 

Fig.3 shows the church with the nave excavated, and. 
the bases of the Norman piers displayed to view exactly 
as they were found. I shall not deal with the history 
and character of the building, as my aim is to give 
briefly particulars of the works undertaken to preserve 
the structure. 

"These ruins had been used as’ quarry by the neigh- 
bourhood for many years, and certain difficult struc- 
tural problems were involved in their preservation. As 
an example, I may mention the crushing and failure 
which was in evidence in the spandrel above the south- 
‘west pier of the chancel. ‘The condition of this span- 
drel was dangerous in the extreme, and the method 
adopted to preserve the stability of this arcade and the 
‘chancel was to remove the fractured stones one by one 
and to recore the whole of the spandrel and pier above 
with strong reinforced concrete, afterwards replacing 
in their exact positions es ses = as 

of executing the work. No single new facing 
Krome has been used, and even in the twelve months 
which have transpired since the completion of the work 
no trace of what has been undertaken is observable. 

‘This is only one of the involved in this 
great building, and it is hardly realised how serious the 
difficulties are in cutting out crushed and failing 
masonry under a load of over 200 tons, when the 
slightest error in executing the work might cause a slip 
involving the downfall of certainly a large portion of 
Lp fer to Jedburgh Abbey ; one of 

I now pt to refer to jone 
the finest of the Border abbeys, founded by David I in 
8. 

Jt is remarkable that so much remains of this abbey, 
bearing in mind that it was twice burnt and three times 

illaged. ‘The earliest work is in the , the 
ace part of the tower, and the west end of the chancel. 
‘The nave is a very fine example of transitional work, 
and it is evident that the previous methods used to 
retain the nave in position te — 

1. That it was falling inward ; and 

2, That it was falling outwards, 
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And so as to obtain the maximum advantage from both 
theories, great timber struts were erected between the 
arcades in the nave, and also strong steel tension 
rods, to resist the postulated outward movement of the 
arcades. As 2 matter of exact appraisement, however, 
the arcades required neither of these methods of 
strengthening, and as if to show scorn for the methods 
adopted, the struts were found to be rotten at their 
bearing upon the walls, and the birds were nesting be- 
hind them. A vast improvement has been made by 
removing these unessential means of preserving and 
strengthening the nave. 

‘The problem at Jedburgh was one of the greatest 
with which the ent has had to deal. ‘The 
tower was definitely failing and was in a bad state in 
the fifteenth century, as at that time the south-east and 
south-west piers of the tower were rebuilt by Bishop 
Cranston. ‘The Norman north-east and north-west 
piers were left, however, and although their condition 
‘must have been serious in the fifteenth century, they 
were still further over-stressed by an addition to the 
upper stages of the tower in the sixteenth century, In 
the past, apprehension of the total collapse of the tower 
clearly existed ; and the two Norman piers were en- 
cased in stone walling, while the north arch of the tower 
was solidly built up. Even this was not sufficient, and 
within quite recent times heavy modern brick buttresses 
and rakingshores were addedtothepiers. Norman work 
gives the appearance of great solidarityandstrength, but 
unhappily this appearance is often deceptive. ‘This was 
the case at Jedburgh, where the piers were faced with 
rough ill-wrought ashlar only, reasonably well workedon. 
theface, but with unsatisfactory bed jointsinducing point 
loads on the stones. The core of these piers was made 
with rough rubble and weak mortar which had no ten 
‘sional strength whatsoever, and which was found to be 
a dry and non-cobering mass such a8 would have shot 
‘out from the piers had they been opened at the base 
‘without full precautions. 

At is believed that before the building was handed 
over to the control of the Government a suggestion 
hhad been made to take down the tower and rebuild it, 
at a very heavy cost. The methods followed by the 

tment, however, could not contemplate this : 

nd first of all an attempt was made to grout up the 
piers with cement. This proved a failure, as an exami- 
nation showed that the fine dense cement grout merely 
lay inert within the piers in the dusty core somewhat 
similarly to the action, say, of molten lead after being 
poured into dry sand.’ When this was found, the pro 
posal to grout was at once discarded, and a dangerous 
and difficult scheme was devised for the recoring of the 
two Norman piers. ‘This was 2 very risky and pre- 
carious work, as the load on each of the piers was over 
foo tons and the tower had sunk 4 inches with 2 
resultant out-throw to the north of nearly 24 inches. 











PRESERVATION OF ANCIENT MONUMENTS AND HISTORIC BUILDINGS 


‘The really terrible condition of the piers was not fully 
ascertained owing to their being so closely encased 
with modern masonry, etc., but it would be impossible 
to exaggerate their condition, as can be shown by the 
accompanying illustrations (Figs.gands). ‘Thescheme 
of strengthening proposed when the state of the tower 
Was ascertained in 1913 was first to consolidate the 
upper portion very thoroughly by cement tamping and 
grouting, finishing with lime pointing. The great 











Pio. 4—Jeononcu Anuey 


A view showing the fractures in the NE. pier of the tower. 
‘The drum of this pier had been encased in the seventeenth 
century with masonry, and it was only after cutting away a 
portion of the encasing wall that these fractures were dis 
Covered, They extended from the top to the bottom of the 
pier, height of about 30 feet. ‘The horizontal bands are 
the *telletales " fixed by the Department to record any 
further movements 








arches were centred, and heavy steel needles were 
carried through the tower supported on clusters of four 
Tyinch by ‘t4-inch deadshores. ‘The process of 
recoring was then slowly undertaken, certain of the face 
stones being removed, strong jacks being inserted to 
support the face above, and heavy steel bars driven 
into the pier to prevent any fall of the core on the 


masons working within the piers. The process was 
slowly extended right up the piers and carried over the 
arches, and while the work was being done an accurate 
measuring apparatus was devised to show any move- 
ment of the tower of the minutest kind, either as to 
sinkage or out-throw, and after the recoring was com 
plete the tower piers were carefully underpinned, and 
the infilling walls and buttresses removed, so that to- 
day the great Norman drums are displayed with all 











fupport: to the overhanging masonry bein give 
Feguired by timber blocks or wedges. 

(+) Sart jacks are inserted after te removal of so much of 
the ashlar masonry as Will enable the men 10 work 

(c) Horizontal steel bary are driven from the face of the 
Imnonty into the soft loose core 

(a) The cove fs removed and additonal bars and jacks are 
Tnserted an may be required to prevent the loove, over= 
ianging masonry from falling 

(After the removal of the core the hole is prepared for the 





their fractures disclosed and the great bulges remaining 
to view. 
‘The actual cost of the work tindertaken at Jedburgh 
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Fio. 6—Waray Anney 
A view of the west end of the Abbey, showing the condition{of the masonry after the German 
Bombardment, 1914 




















Fo. 7.—Warray Auney 

A view showing the west end of the church after reconstruction in 1922. All the moulded 

stones ae orignal and were picked up from the debris on the aie, | Where moulded nrched 

ones, etc, were missing, their places were taken up by stones shaped to the general outline 
Bre Pivok the moulded stones oo a 
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Fic, 8—Kmy Moxtor Casa, Creteat. Porn 
A view of the entrance gateway before the commencen 
‘oF ivy and trees om the walls and the accumulation 


IN SHOWING ENTRANCE GATEWAY 








int of the repairs, showing the ro 
F soil over the site of the mv 




















Fic. 9K wast 

A view of the entrance gateway after the completion of repairs and the excavations in the 
‘moat. ‘The timber piles of the original bridge were found buried in the soi, and can be seen 
in the photograph. The new oak bridge war constructed on the lines of the original bridge 
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by these methods, which were slow but inexpensive, 
was probably one-tenth (for the whole church) of what 
it would have cost to take down and rebuild the tower 
alone. To-day the tower stands absolutely as it was 
with no additions thereto beyond the internal rein- 
forced core, which is now carrying the load, with all the 
modern additions removed, and the amenities of this 
fine building are entirely preserved. 

Carnarvon Castle is probably the finest defensive 
castle in this country, and indeed in Europe. One of 
the great Edwardian defensive castles dating from 1285~ 
122. As, however, the works of preservation here were 
mainly of normal character, I do not propose to describe 
them in detail. - 

T now propose to give examples of the method of 
preserving Whitby Abbey. ‘The difference made in 
this building since it was taken over by the Govern- 
ment is very great as it was suffering from destruction 
as a result of bombardment during the war, while the 
nave and the crossing were littered with fragments of 
the fallen church. 

"The history of the Abbey is of extraordinary interest 
as it was first founded upon the present site in 4.0. 657, 
but the portion which remains is the thirteenth century 
church consisting of nave and choir, with aisles, tran- 
septs and originally 2 lofty tower at the intersection, 
all of which were encumbered with great masses of 
fallen masonry from the vaulting and superstructure 
which fell in the nave in 1762, and the great central 
tower, which fell in 1830. 

‘Our recent excavations have revealed a large section 
of the plan of the Norman church which will be shown 
in outline on the floor of the present church. 

"The excavations to the north of the church are now 
disclosing some very early buildings which appear to 
have been constructed in part of Wattle and Daub.” 
‘The excavations are fa from complete at the moment, 
but it would appear that eventually a large portion of 
the pre-Norman, Norman ahd twelfth century build- 
ings can be disclosed, the two former at least in plan. 

Figs. 6 and 7 show the condition of the west end of 
the church after the bombardment by the enemy, and 
after treatment. ‘The problem in dealing with this front 
was very difficult as many of the stones were shattered 
into fragments and the greatest difficulty was found in 
identifying them and replacing them in their true 
position, No moulded and wrought stones were put 
back unless they were original and the whole of the 
work shown on the last slide, after the works of preser- 
vation had been completed, is such that no intelligent 
observer could do other than perceive accurately what 
is original work and what is the later work of strength- 
ening and repair. 

In Kirby Muxloe we see an example of 2 fortified 
manor house of Tudor times which was commenced 
in 1480, apparently upon the site of an earlier moated 
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house. Itis of brick construction throughout, even to 
the turret staircases with their complicated and en- 
riched winding vaults, ands a remarkably fine example 
of first-rate brickwork of the period. 

Again the building was handed over in a state of utter 
neglect, as you will see from the illustration (Fig. 8). 

“The next view illustrates its character and appearance 
after its preservation has been accomplished by the 
methods which I have sought to detail to you here. 
(Fig. 9.) 

‘The problem of preserving a brick building is en- 
tirely different from that of astone building, particularly 
where the bricks are scaling and flaking through weather 
and age, and through the action of growth of all kinds. 

‘No attempt has been made, however, to re-face the 
scarred brickwork, but the flaking and decaying brick- 
work has been seized by 2 mastic cement and the 
original faces retained without any addition. 








Frc. 10 ~Gooomen Caria 
A.view ofthe NW, tower ad the accumulated dbs cu 

thy the fal of she Wart Curtain Wall This corse ea 
‘ised aon ort al beght nal tose. Tense neece 
ted oning tthe powrte of ry and shes te Sons ees 
aeiged end the wall wan wedermned “The earess te 
overanina pron ofthe NW: tower ndiene eek 
Badin of the money and he ong oot Rano the 
scar te depths owhichtheyhad penetra ete cra 














Fio. 11 —Neriny Anny 

A view of the NE. angle of the church, showing the condition of the stonework 

in the tops of the buttreses and the table course before the commencement 
of repairs 














Fro, 12—Neruzy Anney 

A view of the exterior NIE. angle of the church, showin 

tresses after the completion of repairs. ‘The original ashlar stones have been 

set back into their correct positions. The table course has been lifted and been 

reset vertically. ‘The large cavities in the tops of the buttresses have been filled 

With rough mazonry of a similar character to other rough masonry in the Abbey 
rising, kept back about 9 inches hhind the ashlar face 





the tops of the but- 












173 


JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS 


Byland Abbey was in a serious state of neglect when 
it was handed over tothe control of the Government, and 
there was little remaining above the ground level beyond 
stumps of walls heavily covered with ivy, all of which 
were in a state of complete disintegration and decay. 

Buttresses were robbed and the ashlar masonry re~ 
instances as far as could be reached 
ing. 
ignificent detail of much of the work of this 
(id hardly have been apprehended before 
its preservation was undertaken, which, for its sim- 
plicity and beauty of design and astonishing assurance 
of execution, is difficult to rival, Quite large area of 
fine vitrified tile paving has been exposed in the chancel 
which, although somewhat rough in manufacture, has 
rit for its design and planning of colour 
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g which illustrates the methods 
Goodrich Castle, the 
earlier history of which is not known. . It is mentioned 
in 1204, and the small and very perfect keep clearly 
suggests that the work is among the earliest of its 
class in the country. The present remains, apart 
from the keep, would appear to date from, Norman 
times until the reigns of Henry V and Henry VI, 
‘The problem here was again grave because of the 
consistent neglect of the building for well over 200 
years, ‘The stone has weathered very badly, and the 
greatest care had to be exercised in dealing with the 














stonework, which was fractured and split apart in 
many cases by the roots of ivy and young trees grow- 
ing upon the wall heads. 

“To illustrate this highly dangerous condition, only 
a few weeks before the building was transferred under 
the Ancient Monuments Act, a length of the north- 
‘west curtain wall, totalling a weight of 200 to 300 tons, 
fell into the moat, leaving little or no evidence of the 
main cause of failure, but illustrating very definitely 
that the masonry had little strength in resistance to 
shear, 

We find that this castle was" slighted ” by an order 
made by Parliament in 1647, and it is probably due to 
this order that the castle was in such an appallingly 
defective condition, although it is surprising that so 
much remains standing, neatly 300 years after the order 
was made (Fig. 10). 

Sir Frank Baines also dealt with the following build- 
ings and structures: Netley Abbey (Figs, 11 and 12), 
Hampton Court Palace, Westminster Hall, Richmond 
Castle, Huntingtower, Stonehenge (Fig. 13), {Maes 
Howe, Mousa Broch, Maiden Castle, Dore! 
explaining briefly the character of the works o 
servation undertaken in each instance. 

Particularly illuminating was his description of the 
repair work undertaken to the great earthwork of 
Maiden Castle, covering 115 acres, which consisted 
largely in repaiting the huge scars of eroded chalk from 
the sides of the slopes, 




































Fic. 13—Sroxmuexce, 





Showing timber cradle round stone resting on st 
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‘bringing the stone upright 
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GOOD AND BAD MANNERS IN ARCHITECTURE 


Good and Bad Manners in Architecture” 


BY A. ‘TRYSTAN EDWARDS [4], M.A. OXON 


|AN a haphazard assemblage of buildings, each 
conceived in eclation and expressiog fotsiag 
but its own immediate purpose, really be 
described as a city What attribute is it which makes 
4 building urban? My answer to this latter question 
may seem simple and tautological, but I am venturing 
to give it nevertheless. In order that a building may 
become urban it must have wrbanity. I propose to 
discuss the precise nature of this urbanity. Now 
urbanity is nothing more nor less than good manners, 
and the lack of it is bad manners. 
‘There are several obvious ways in which buildings 
‘can show courtesy and discourtesy towards one another. 
Let us first consider the kind of deference which shops, 








offices and private dwellings may show to public 
buildings, Imagine a city of the old-fushioned type 
in which the principal public buildings are given a 


formal pre-eminence. In the centre is a domed 
cathedral, and several church spires are in evidence, 
‘On the left of the place before the cathedral is a 
columnated building, either a museum or a gallery of 
some kind. In the middle distance a town ball is 
visible, and it will be observed that all the buildings of 
4 private or commercial character are kept compara- 
tively low, so that a social hierarchy has been main- 
ined. Contrast this with the same city after certai 
wodern influences have been operating for a number 
Gf years. ‘The dome of the cathedral no longer holde 
‘undisputed sway. It has an ardent competitor in the 
shape of an immense drapery emporium which also has 
dome, At night-time it flashes with illumined adver- 
tisements. On the left of the cathedral might be a 
bank shaped like the Mausoleum of Halicarnassus, It 
seems to say to the cathedral, " Lam just as good as you 
are, and don't you forget it.” Still further to the left 
We sce the towering form of the office of some very 
prosperous illustrated newspaper. Tt will be noticed 
that all the churches have gone. ‘The sites were f 
too valuable, and the ecclesiastical authorities have di 
posed of them, ‘This they could do with an easy 
conscience as their architectural advisers had expressed 
the opinion that the churches in question had no great 
artistic merit. We are compensated, however, in that 
the chemist’s shop on the right-hand bottom corner of 
the diagram has taken to itself a spire. No religious 
body henceforth would be able to give architectural 
‘emphasis to a place of worship because all the towers 

nd spires and other features traditionally associated 
with churches would already be appropriated by suc~ 
cessful commercial firms. ‘Town councillors would 

© Synopais ofa Paper read at the London Society, 14 Dees 
ber, 1933. 









































find a similar difficulty in suggesting a suitable means 
of emphasising the importance of a town hall 

It may be asked, “ If a dome is a beautiful feature, 
why should not a’ shop bave a dome if the general 
appearance of the street is improved thereby ? "This 
sounds plausible enough, but if we consider the con- 
sequence of this kind of selC-aserton on the part of 
individual shops it will be clear that the final result of 
such architectural policy will be disastrous to the appear 
ance of our streets, and eventually to the attractiven 
and popularity of the shops themselves. The conven- 
tion according to which one shop is allowed to have a 
dome cannot in justice be limited to that single shop, 
for all the neighbouring shops will wish to emulate the 
example, and in one way or another to assert them- 
selves by appropriating some very prominent arcl 
tectural feature. A strect of these highly indivi- 
dualistic shops, even from the commercial point of 
view, will probably not be so successful ax an. orderly 
thoroughfare such as old Regent Street used to be, 
where the buildings by their restraint and harmony 
expressed an aristocratic spirit and formed the attrac 
tive background for a fashionable promenade. 

‘Phere are many British architects who greatly admire 
the skyscraper form, and would like to design sky- 
scrapers for erection in England, Wistfully they look 
towards America, and they envy the fortunate practi- 
tioners of that country, who have an opportunity of 
giving such spectacular expression to their art. Sup- 
posing that on the Thames Embankment we had a 
tower like the projected new building for the offices of 
the Tribune newspaper, Chicago. What chance would 
poor little Westminster Abbey and Parliament have of 
asserting themselves, against an_ architectural heavy- 
weight such as that? It is obvious that they would 
appear hopelessly insignificant, In New York the 
municipal building has itself assumed a skyscraper 
form, but even then it is but one of many, and cannot 
in any sense be said to preside over even a small 
section of the city. 

‘While « building of even moderate size, if designed 
without reference to its neighbours, can upset the 
architectural balance of a street, a commercial sky- 
‘scraper must inevitably upset the architectural balance 
of a whole city. And the Americans themselves, who 
have experimented so boldly with the skyscraper form, 
are gradually coming to the conclusion that even on 
practical grounds it has been a failure. ‘The disad- 
vantage of the skyscraper from the economic point of 
view, and the hopeless traffic difficulties which this 
method of development entails, have been made 
abundantly clear by the researches of Mr. Raymond 
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Unwin in this field. Iam now, however, treating of 
the esthetic aspect of the, problem, and it may be 
affirmed that theoretically, if we are to have a regard 
for civic values, the only satisfactory form of skyscraper 
‘would be one which constituted a city in itself, where 
the apex would be perhaps a cathedral with the muni- 
cipal and other public buildings immediately beneath, 
and commercial sections also duly emphasised at 
various parts of the total length of the structure. By 
some such means it is alone possible to bring the sky- 
seraper form within the fold of civic architecture, 
Besides the vulgarity of the big building there is the 
vulgarity of the small building, Imagine a row of 
little detached villas of the type sometimes described as 
“ picturesque.” "They represent architecture in a 
stite of relaxation, in an elementary stage where indeed 
the art of civic design has not yet made its. beginnings, 
Each of these houses by itself in the country might 
look quite pretty.  Itis questionable, however, whether 
the effect of their justaponition is altogether a happy 
‘one. ‘This determination of each house to be different 
from its neighbours does not indicate avery high 
standard of architectural manners, After all, in dress, 
which is more directly subordinated to manners than 
any other art, it is 















is not considered essential that one 
dress should be markedly different from that of every~ 
body, else. Neither by adopting a measure of unifor~ 
mity'in dress are we necessarily sacrificing our indi- 
viduality, Yet while continuous building has enor- 
mous advantages over all other, for the artistic interest 
and social content of streets transcends that of all but 
the greatest of isolated buildings, itis possible to design 
detached houses in an urban manner. ‘The note of 
Urbanity in this instance can only be maintained by a 
certain horizontality of line such as. distinguished 
numerous examples erected in London suburbs 
Richmond, Blackheath and elsewhere, during ‘the 
ighteenth’and early nineteenth century, Low-pitched 
or plat roof and a general rectangularity of form enable 
these houses, in which the design, nevertheless, is 
considerably varied, to take their place as a sociable 
group. Of course, it in assumed that such harmony 
Of form will not be compromised by colour discords, 
and that if these houses happen to be faced with stucco 
and painted light cream, no new-comer will erect a 
structure of glaring red brick, 

“The spirit of sociability can be maintained in com- 
position where the formal and informal styles are 
intermingled. ‘The older suburbs of London show 
very charming examples of this kind of composition, 
where short groups of repeated units alternate with 
design showing @ considerable degree of diversity. 
‘The London squares of the Georgian era are notabl 
examples of good-mannered building, for they suggest 
that the occupants are more concerned to provide 
dignified and restful architectural effects such as belong 
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only to large formations than to give tiresome expres- 
sion to the idiosyncrasies of each ite householder. 
‘One of the worst offences against civic propriety is the 
intrusion of rural cottage types in an urban environ 
ment. Such offences are both numerous and flagrant 
—for instance, where a small gap in a street of urban 
houses has been filled by a restless gabled edifice in a 
‘most unfortunate manner. It is just as if in a long 
passage of ordered prose one were suddenly to inter- 
polate an excerpt from Tit-Bits, ‘There can be little 
doubt that there is too much of this tit-bit architecture 
now intruding itself in those parts of London where 
the genius of our eighteenth-century forefathers estab- 
hed a great tradition of urban building. 

T may give an instance of a kind of discourtesy 
which is all too common in domestic building. I refer 
to the ugliness of the backs of houses. Consider the 
innumerable rows of cottages in which the domestic 
offices too insistently claim one’s attention. ‘Every good 
architect should make it his endeavour so to design the 
icks of his houses that soil pipes and bathrobe 
windows do not dominate over the whole. 

"That is an exceedingly important matter, because 
thousands of street views are utterly spoilt by careless 
tiess in this respect. It must be confessed that in many. 
fof our newest houses, and especially those of the 
detached or semi-detached order, where not only the 
back view is ugly, but the side view as well, appearance 
hs been ruthlessly sacrificed to utilitarian expression 
of the crudest kind, ‘These modern designers seem 
entirely oblivious of the fact that character is revealed 
not only by a degree of expression but by a degree of 
concealment, 

‘One of the reasons why the eanon of good manners 
in building is 80 often neglected is that theories of 
architecture have been put forward which altogether 
ignore the social aspect of building. In the last 
century a famous writer upon architecture popularised 
the view that truthfulness of construction was the chief 
leratum in a building, and if this condition were 
fulfilled and the constructional members duly orna- 
mented, great architecture would result. ‘This theory 
hhas done much to encourage engineers in the belief 
that they are the true architects, for itis their profession 
to be experts in construction. A single building 
with vaults upheld by fiying buttresses may be toler- 
able, and even admired, but one could not regard with 
fayour a whole street of such buildings, for instead of 
thinking of their social function and their harmonious 
interrelationship one’s attention would be directed to 
the particular manner in which the roof is upheld, 

‘This perverted love of truthfulness also leads people 
to decry the use of blind windows on the ground that 
they are a sham. A blind window may indeed be 
a lie, but it is one of those white lies without which 
everybody knows that social intercourse could never 
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really prosper. In fagades which would otherwise 
present a breken and irregular pattern, blind windows 
Bre introduced to complete. the composition, The 
stucco quarters of London show numerous examples 
of this kind of architectural good manners, I do not 
maintain that the result of this device is in itself 
admirable, but it represents an attitude of mind, a 
certain delicacy of feeling which is necessary to the 
production of good street architecture, 

Another kind of architectural discourtesy consists in 
an attempt on the part of certain modern shopkeepers 
To Baits the Run scale, I may contratt the types 
of shop-front, one of which extends a delightful 
hospitality to'the passer-by, while the other seems 
imbued with the determination to make him look 
insignificant. The one says, "This is your street, 
here are your shops, pray make yourself at home," 
while the other affirms in strident tones, " I am big 
business, and don't you forget your’ subordinate 
station, you proletarian mouse.” A notable example 
of the first type of street was old Regent Street, which 
better than any other expressed the spirit of geniality. 











: THE FACTS AND THE FUTURE 


Some modern shope ate very large but have so few 
ey do not give one the appearance 
of their real size until itis contrasted with the traffie ef 
the street. This latter is made to look very small, as 
if some evil fairy had suddenly subjected all the people 
and vehicles to a compulsory diminution, and one is 
reminded of George Morrow's picture of the farm 
there the’ poor lie. condeased cows. produce, the 
condensed milk. In old Regent Street the people and 
vehicles appeared in just relation to the facades of the 
buildings. In suffering Regent Street to be destroyed 
we have lost the supreme example of good manners in 
architecture, It may be possible to recover this 
urbane spirit and to give it expression in the architec~ 
ture of the future if there can be created a critical 
public opinion which could powerfully assert itself and 
ensure that the civic ideal should receive recognition. 
Organisations like the London Society and the pro- 
vincial societies such as the one at Birmingham (that 
has done so much for the amenities of that city) seem 
to be natural agencies through which public criticism 
of architectural developments could find expression. 














Major Harry Barnes on Housing* 


BY 'T, ALWYN LLOYD [F}. 





Major Harry Barnes, the well-known Vice-President 
of the R.LB.A., hus written a notable book. His sub- 
title gives the key to its contents, which comprise some. 
300 pages of closely reasoned statement and sugges 
in addition there is a very valuable ser es of appendices, 
tables and diagrams, the information in which has not 
previously been presented in this form, Differing from 
many writers of recent books on housing and kindred 
subjects, the author in this ease has not confined. his 
attention to picturesque generalisation nor to the 
* qualitative "side of housing reform. He has essayed 
the much more important and difficult task of a careful, 
authoritative survey of the whole question in i 
technical and political aspects, As an ex-M.P, and 
Chairman of the Independent Liberal Housing Com- 
mittee in the House during the four years immediately 
after the war, Major Barnes had spécial opportunities 
of studying the facts of the housing shortage and the 
methods followed in dealing with the. situation. 
Further, he was a member of the Rent Rest 
Committee which reported prior to the extension of 
the Act last y 
survey starts in the early years of definite social 
legislation, when Lord Shaftesbury and others of his 
generation succeeded in placing on the Statute Book 
the first Act for the “* establishment of lodging houses 
for the working classes.”” 

“Housing : The Facts and the Future. By Harry Barnes, 
(Ernest Benn, 258.) 







































He traces housing legislation through the various 
stages of Acta passed by Conservative. and Liberal 
administrations from 1851 to 1919, Curiously enough 
he does not mention the Housing Act of 1923, but no 
doubt this will be added in future editions, He pro- 
ced to work out by alternative methods from the data 
Of Census returns, house-duty returns and the 1918-9 
housing surveys the present accumulated shortage of 
dwellings, Although this has been immensely aggra- 
vated by the cessation of building during the war years, 
carefully authenticated figures go to prove that there 
had been a steady decline in the production of small 
houses for many years prior to 1914. There seems 
little doubt that taking Great Britain as a whole there 
has existed a lamentable shortage of dwellings for the 
worst paid artisans ever since the industrial revolution. 
Even in the heyday of " private enterprise,” when the 
better paid working clast and the middle-class family 
‘were comparatively well catered for, unskilled workers 
were livingin overcrowded jnsanitary conditions, judged 
by any decent standard of housing acco: jon. It 
is estimated that in 1801 there were over 300,000 "* sur- 
plus” families—c.," families for which no structurally 
separate dwelling was provided, and which therefore 
‘occupied a dwelling already occupied by other 
families. 
After 100 year of unrestricted private enterprise the 
surplus" families had risen to 900,000 
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‘Major Barnes’s main conclusion is that working class 
housing has now passed into the same political category 
4 State education, old age pensions and sickness and 
unemployment insurance. He frankly admits that his 
‘own predilection would be for private enterprise and 
against State and municipal housing. His investiga- 
tions have, however, driven him to the conclusion that 
the factors working against the erection of such housing 
as.a paving proposition fare so powerful as to make it 
fn unlikely held for. private enterprise in the future. 

Increased costs of labour and materials, although the 
principal, are by no means the only factors operating 
against an economic return on private capital. Our 
author shows that financial, economic, legislative and 
rating conditions have combined with these in 2 vicious 
circle to prevent the adequate provision of houses 
within the means of working people. 

Special stress is necessarily laid on what is the crux 
of the problem at the present time—the inadequate 
supply of building labour. Tables and diagrams are 
provided to present the situation succinctly to the 
reader. ‘There are comparisons in costs of materials 
and labour, in proportions between materials and 
labour, and as between one trade and another. In 
igor there were 720,229 men in the building and allied 
trades; in 1920 there were 365,596. These figures 
indicate the magnitude of the task which faces the in~ 
dustry ; with half the numbers of twenty years ago it 
has to grapple with a problem which would have dis 
mayed it even in 1gor. Fae 

‘in regard to the shortage of labour, Major Barnes's 
conclusions are that no large increase in the number of 
operatives can be ted until the unions have some 
definite assurance of a " long-run” housing policy, 
Which, as far as is humanly possible, will avert the 


‘eles of boom and depression that have unfortunately 
characterised the trade in recent years. 





In the matter of rents and family income, the data 
provided is no less valuable. ‘The main considerations 
fan be summarised by the following comparisons. The 
jninimum economic rent of a non-parlour cottage on 


present costs would be 16s. 3d. weekly, including 
rates. 


‘Assuming that an artisan pays one-fifth of his income 
in rent, a wage averaging 758. weekly over the whole 
year would be required to pay this rent. Major Barnes 
argues that the lity of such a wage being gener- 
ally obteinable at present or in the immediate future 
js very remote, He estimates that whereas before the 
war 13 per cent. of families were unable to pay an 
economic rent, at present this applies to at least 25 
per cent. of families. 

“The financial chapters of the book are full of sugges- 
tive interest, and every aspect is considered. Finally, 
2 national “ social services ” budget is worked out, 
based on the author's proposals for State-aided hous- 
ing. Provided certain necessary adjustments are 
made in the system of budgeting, Major Barnes is of 
opinion that the bill can be met without serious con- 


The book is written throughout in an entirely read 
able style. Even the non-technical reader should be 
attracted by its fairness, its telling array of facts and 
figures, and its frankly human note. ‘The author's 
political sympathies are not disguised ; he is as much 
Opposed to Socialistic doctrine as to that of Tory reac~ 
tionaries and pure individualists! His contribution to 
the all-important question of Housing is a weighty and 
valuable one, and the evidence and argument contained 
in this book are likely to be made great use of in the 
future, whatever solutions are attempted. ‘The print- 
ing and get-up are admirable ; a few minor inaccu- 
racies in the text will doubtless be attended to on 
revision. 








The Builder and Trades’ Unionism* 


BY CHARLES SPOONER [F]. 


‘This book is a history of the trade union movement 
in the building industry rather than a history of the 
development of the trades or crafts which are engaged 
in building. Itis very well done, and the large amount 
of research necessary to write this book has not been 
shirked in any way. ‘The author has taken infinite 
trouble, and the result is a valuable contribution to 
history. 

“Trade unionism begins with the so-called industrial 
revolution. As the author points out, there was no need 
for it in the Middle Ages. Industry was carried on in 

© The Builder? Hit Postgate. Published for the 
National Federation off ‘Operatives by the Labour 
Publishing Co., Ltd., 38 Great Ormond Street, W.C. 
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very different circumstances. “ The unit of production 
vest the workshop ofthe individual master craft 

ut the craftsman is position as a master only by 
wartae of full membership of his craft guild. + one 
worked within a clearly defined code of rules which 
had the object at once of safeguarding theindependence, 
equality, and prosperity of the craftsman, of keeping 
broad the highway of promotion from apprentice to 
journeyman, and from journeyman to master, and also 
of preserving the integrity and well-being of the craft by 
guarding the consumer against exploitation and shoddy 





“ Tr was in the eighteenth century that the capitalist 
system, as we call it, spread all over England and Scot- 
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land. ‘The century was marked by the complete dis- 
appearance of the traces of the medizeval guild system, 
and the appearance of large establishments in all trades, 
in which one master directed far more journeymen 
than could ever hope to become masters in their turn. 
"The appearance of this class gave rise totradeunionism, 
which has no other basis than this cleavage between 
‘employers and employed. 

‘The book goes on to describe the use and growth of 
the various unions, their efforts, successes and failures. 
It tells of unjust legislation enacted to prevent the 
spread of the movement, and of a larger amount of 
‘one-sided administration of justice not only by the 
magistrates, but also by the judges of the high court, 
than any patriotic Englishman can read calmly and 
unmoved. ‘The author’s sympathies are with the move~ 
ment, yet he tells faithfully the mistakes made by the 
unions, and the evil deeds of certain trade unionists. 

Men of sterling character appear among the officials, 
uneducated in the ordinary sense given to that word, 
but with strong intellect and high ideal. 

Edwin Coulson, secretary of the Operative Brick- 
layers' Society, told his members : “* We have a nobler 
morality and a higher aim than this” [to get on in the 
worldly sense]. ‘A feeling of brotherhood is the 
Principle on which we will act, and our end shall be the 
elevation of our fellows—not into another class, but in 
their actions, their thoughts, and their feelings.” 

Coulson and the others who appear in the book are 
not faultless, but itis difficult to find a faultless man in 
any condition of life, Life was not easy for any of 
these men, and their job was 2 very difficult one. 

‘The account is sorry reading of trade jealousies, 
quarrels, and sometimes of foolish spite, and shows 
clearly how such failings play into the hands of 
opponents and lead to failure. ‘The rightness of a 
cause may, however, triumph in spite of these, 
although that triumph will be seriously and unneces- 
Surly delayed, asthe history of the United Netherlands 
shows, ‘There was no alternative for the Netherlanders 
but to fight. And the action of certain employers in the 
past left the employed no alternative either. But is 

















there none now? Must this fight continue, with all the 
attendant waste and misery? We architects know many 
of the employers in the building trade, and we know 
them to be honest, kindly men. Some of us know 
some of the employed, and we know they are no more 
selfish or greedy or impossible than any other class of 
society, and that they will respond to an ideal quite as 
readily’ 

Something, then, must be radically wrong—is it not 

the competitive principle upon which all industry and 
‘business is based ? Certainly it is not due to the indi- 
vidual men in either class of employers and employed. 
Robert Owen pointed out as long ago as 1833 that the 
evil which was ruining England was the competitive 
system in industry which forced the employers to adopt 
inhuman methods, and the employed to fight against 
them or to sink into alife of degradation. Thank God 
they fought, for by so doing they have saved the 
honour of the country. 

Mr. Postgate describes the latest developments of 
industrial unionism, very militant, to include all the 
branches of an industry. He also quotes an article in 
the Builder of 19 January 1923, by Mr. H.B. Newbold, 
organising secretary to the Employers’ Federation, the 
spirit of which means war to the knife. ‘The outlook is 
not encouraging for the immediate future. 

‘The apparent failure of the recent attempt to realise 
co-operation in the building industry is also dis- 
appointing. Every effort should be made to establish a 
national building guild on sound workable lines, for 
co-operation is the only alternative to industrial or 
class war. No doubt it is difficult for men, especially 
the more wealthy, to realise the value of the benefita 
which would result. ‘The principle is so different from 
that upon which all business has been based in the past. 
But sooner or later men will have to come to it. It 
is obvious that in the long run nothing will work i 
industry but co-operation, either in England or else- 
where. The only question is whether it is to come 
by voluntary effort, or by some other means which 
would probably cost us much of our liberty. 











Histoire et Condition Juridiquedela Profession d’Architecture™ 
BY GORDON HOLT. 


Tt has been said with relevancy in law cases that 
lawyers and chitects are the least tractable of all 
liberal professions ; lawyers, because they make laws 
and therefore inure themselves against their insidious 
surprise: architects, because not even lawyers have 
been able to define clearly or consistently their duties 
and their rights. 

* Hiszire et Condition Juridique 
ture. "By Geo. Minvielle, Avocat. (Pats 
de VArchitecture et des Arts Décoraifs, 54 Rue des Ecoles 
1931. 











Laws about architects do exist, of course, even in 
England, but they are based on few precedents and 
many empirical reflections and it is time that the 
position should be established on a more logical and 
definite basis. This exhaustive study of M. Geo. 
Minvielle, avocat 8 la Cour d'appel of Bordeaux, will 
have the great merit that it differentiates bet ween the 
two legal aspects under which an architect can be made 
to face a court of justice. It is true that such a study, 
strengthened by documents mostly of French customs, 
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is of especial interest to French architects, or to those 
coming under Latin jurisdiction, but it has, neverthe- 
Jess, a nucleus of constant values which will be found 
useful to architects of all countries. 

‘This work may be said to pivot on the dual question 
of the architect as “ locateur d’ouvrage " or as “* man- 
dataire.” For a long time the first theory held swa 
Without any questioning, because for a long time all 
authors who stuck to it considered the architect and 
the contractor under the same and indivisible heading. « 
Ina way, such an interpretation was natural, inasmuch 
as for many centuries the architect was equally the 
contractor or builder. Beside, if the architect, accor: 
ing to other authorities, was a " locateur d’ouvrage, 
he was so from purely accidental reasons. 

‘Taking his studies well into sheer technical matters 
M. Geo. Minvielle scrutinises all the established 
theories and their concomitant applications ; he 
analyses them, secks their origin and their reasons, 
proves their weaknesses and deviations. Further, 
With a juridical science T am unable to appreciate 
fully, he formulates a theory steeped in common sense 
and based on 2 profound knowledge of jurisprudence. 

Lastly, he establishes an extremely clear division 
within the sphere of architectural activities, and therein 
lies the chief interest of his work. Fortified by constant 
reading of cognate cases and never losing sight of the 
closely-knitted system on which it has maintained 
itself, he ultimately proves that an architect is a 
‘ Jociteur d’ouvrage " first and a" mandataire ” after 
wards, And it is 80 because the role of an architect is 
a multiple one,and entails distinct obligations according 
to the different phases of his professional 

It amounts to this: an architect is a 
ouvrage ” when he prepares his plans and specifica- 
tions. But when, this finished, the owner wishes to 
proveed and doer proced, with the ‘actual erection of 

is building, then, a double contract results, On the 
one hand, there is the ‘*Iouage d’ouyrage " between 
the owner and the builder, or contractor, who pledges 















his name, credit and responsibility to build according 
to the plans and. specifications submitted ; on the 
other, there isthe contrat de mandat” betwesa the 
owner and the architect who engages his responsi 

ee is aoranl etdediecomes 

‘Such are the premises on which this distinguished 
lawyer elects to build up his thesis and such is the 
main contention he arrives at. 

But, as I said, if it seems to appeal more to French 
architects, it has one section likely to be of great 
interest to ours also, and this section deals with the 
role and function of the architect throughout the ages. 
‘Never exhaustively approached up to date, this aspect 
deserved 2 serious inquiry and M. Minyielle has gone 
‘about this particular business in no uncertain manner, 
In Chapter II we are afforded a most adequate peep 
into the origin and character of the architectural pro- 
fession from Egypt, Assyria and Greece, through the 
Middle Ages right up to our own times. And this 
proves to be uncommonly instructive reading and one 
well worth a carefulstudy. Tt is brought home to our 
sense of dignity that if now an architect is looked upon 
as a beneficial and stable member of society it was not 
always so; witness Martial’s counsel to some hapless 
‘Roman father : “ If your son is good for nothing, then, 
‘make him a street crier or an architect ... .”" It is 
also interesting to realise that, as in Renaissance days, 
‘0 in the best period of Greek hegemony, most archi 
tects a sound general culture, being, in 
Adaition, painters, seulptor, poets and engineers, 

‘Whis part of the book teems with informative notes, 
but its chief claim to our public is the technical matter 
adumbrated above and to homologate it in a terse and 
clear manner calls for qualities liable to be, in the long 
run, somewhat monotonous, But such natural defects. 
are, in this case, of a man who speaks on a precise and 
finite subject. ‘They are the price which the reader 
has to pay for all the learning, interest and stimulating 
quality (in a narrow sense) of the book. And there is 
so much of all three that he will gladly pay for it. 
Suffer the inevitable scorix: and the gold will shine. 














Report of the Royal Commission on Fire Brigades and Fire Prevention 
BY PERCIVAL M. FRASER [F]. 


‘The above Report has been issued in the form of a 
Blue Book, which cost the nation £3,081 gs. ‘The scope 
of the enquiry was briefly -— 

(i) The avoidance of loss from fire. Regulations 
dealing with construction of buildings. Dangerous 
processes, ire sks generally andinformation upon 
smatters relating to fire prevention. 

(ii) The extinction of fire, Fire Brigades. Changes 
‘necessary to secure protection against risks from 
fire. 
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‘The Institute was represented on the Commission. 

‘The Report is prolix and pusillanimous,and contains 
a large proportion of petty or unnecessary matter, As 
an example of exuberance instance the following: " We 
can only endorse the apostolic inculcation of vigilance 
as onal, applicable to the combat with an adversary 
not less devouring than the subject of his warning 
(I Peter v.8)"1 

‘The need for condensation is eve vhere apparent. 
For" 112 lives were lat,” the Commission wt, 
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the holocaust which ensued, decimating the‘ fine leur” 
of the rank and fashion of Paris, one hundred and twelve 
victims lost their lives !"” ; and a picture palace is re- 
ferred to as“ that apogee of modern artistry "| 

Elsewhere the Commission discuss whether sentence 
of death should be passed for arson. They quote from 
‘a travel book on Patagonia and refer to the causes of fire 
in chicken incubators ! 

‘Such statistics as are given are from sources readily 
available, and these and ae Jong extracts from Building 
Acts, etc., are not necessary in @ yt the sole value 
of which lies in the Conclusions and Recommendations. 

‘Then there is a wandering disquisition on Building 
Law Statutes in England and Scotland, culminating in 
two or three entirely uninspired suggestions. 

‘The outstanding defect, however, which robs the 
Report of any value is the studied care with which 
explicit statements are either avoided, or clouded with 
qualifications. ‘There is scarcely a sentence which i 
not rendered sterile by such expressions as 
appears,” or ‘it seems,” or “ we are informed, 
such words as“ perhaps,”"“ possibly,""etc, Inasingle 
paragraph there are no’ less than eight such equivo- 
cations, 

If the Commission did not test their information or 
could not trust their informants, the public are unlikely 
to feel much confidence in their findings. 

‘The main causes of fires are scheduled but in an 
incoherent manner, and this is one reason among many 
calling for an index, which might well take the place of 
the cumbersome and expensive maps inserted at the 
end of the volume. 

In the Report French, Latin, and German are pressed 
into commission. ‘There is not a single quotation, how- 
ever, which could not be more pithily rendered in Eng- 
lish—or, better till, omitted altogether, Such profound 
expressions as " il faut qu'une porte soit ouverte ou 
fermée” could certainly well be spared. In a docu- 
ment of this sort there should not be japes about 
Scotchmen and whisky, and corpulent aldermen, etc. 
‘The Chairman should have expunged all these and also 
the reference to American politics. Such things in a 
Report of a Royal Commission are not only a breach of 
decorum, but involve a waste of public money. 

‘The common errors of * doorway " for’ door,” and 
“ fire-proof for ‘ fire-resisting,” should have been 
avoided in a report of this kind, as should such an inex- 
‘cusable expression as * unfire-proofed " 

“The Commission recommend that staircases and lift 
shafis should be adequately ventilated at the top or 
covered by some material easily broken by fire, a most 
efficient contrivance for turning a simple outbreak of fire 
into what the Commission would call * a holocaust.” 

‘A passing reference "is made to explosive factories 
consisting of about a thousand words which no longer 
have any force, 






























It is with regret that one finds the Commission 
recommend that the amount of window space in in- 
dustrial buildings should be restricted and reduced, an 
absurdity from a fire-fighting point of view and with 
nothing to recommend it in any other respect. 

‘After a long discussion on the “ fire-proofing" of 
timber, the Commission’s finding is that “ the problem 
calls for further experiment and observation.” 

‘There is an extraordinarily long reference to celluloid 
running into four or five thousand words and culmin- 
ating in the statement that the Commission have no 
recommendations to make. 

‘As regards fire in ships the Commission say “' they 
did not receive any information or suggestions,” and 
thereafter proceed to a disquisition of about a 
thousand words. ‘They think, however, that by taking 
proper precautions the risk of fires attaining dangerous 
dimensions may be reduced. 

‘Nothing new or informative isto be gleaned from the 
Report with regard to fire-extinguishing apparatus; and 
whilst the whole of the information given is common 
knowledge, the descriptions are clumsy and inaccurate. 

Tt is a noteworthy fact that the British Fire Preven- 
tion Committee, than which no more competent 
authority exists, should have refused to submit 
evidence. Any comment would be superfluous. 

‘The bulk of the Report, running into about sixty 
thousand words, deals with Fire Brigades. The con- 
clusions arrived at may be summed up in the sug~ 
gestion that in large cities the organisation is good ; in 
smaller towns, urban districts and rural areas protec~ 
tion is, in the order named, less or more inadequate, 
bbut such inadequacy arises out of economic conditions 
for which the Commission can suggest no remedy. 

‘The Report culminates in a Schedule of 142 Con- 
clusions and Recommendations, subject, we suppose, 
to the doubts and qualifications contained in the pre~ 
ceding hundred thousand words. 

“The Conclusions, therefore, would seem to depend 
on some more competent body undertaking to investi- 
gate the points beyond the power oF industry of the 

rommission to verify. ‘These conclusions are all that 
need be read, but in the circumstances we feel that 
they do not add to the common knowledge of those 
who have made the slightest study of the problems 
involved. 

"The statement of evidence by Mr. Todd, a London 
District Surveyor, on the London Building Act and 
L.C.C. regulations, ete. (which we believe will be 
‘endorsed by. all his colleagues), is a contribution of 
original and expert information. 

‘The Report concludes with disclaimers by all save 
two of the members of the Commission. 

"The Book is published at the unconscionable price 
of 86., whilst the evidence, bound separately, costs 
about 258. 
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Correspondence 


STRAND-ON-THE-GREEN, CHISWICK. 


To the Editor, JourNat. R.LB.A.— 
Sim,—As one of the three members of the Art 
Committee who with Mr. Arthur Welford were 
deputed to meet the members of the Chiswick Urban 
District Council and their Engineer, with a view to 
advising the Council as to the completion of a portion 
of the embankment which they were rebuilding, it 
appears to be a little unfortunate that Mr. Welford's 
letter, published in the JourNat. of December 2and, 
should have been written without first consulting the 
other members of the deputation, including myself. 

In the first place, I do not consider that he is correct 
in stating that the Chiswick Council agreed to complete 
the wall in brick. It is my clear recollection that they 
only promised to consider the feasibility of so doing. 

Again, it is very easy to describe the work as a slice 
of rather rich plum cake with a generous slab of almond 
icing to it.” ‘This sort of criticism is perhaps hardly 
worthy of Mr. Welford. 

Tcannot agree with his inference that the deputation 
were ignored and that the R.I-B.A. have been snubbed. 
As I sec it, in accordance with the wishes of the 
deputation the wall was finished in a truly classical 
manner with a flat stone coping, instead of, as it was 
intended to be by the Council, with a sloping coping 
and a spiked railing, 

It must be remembered that, when the meeting took 
place, only about two feet of the upper portion of the 
ll remained to be completed, and however desirable 
it might have been to attempt to reproduce some at 
least of the feeling of the old brick wall which sup- 
ported the path lower down, it is certainly an open 

juestion if a brick and stone wall in two heights in 
this position would have been better than a wall built 
entirely of stone. 














that the wall as completed, with its 
flat stone coping, is an immense improvement on what 
might have been ; that the Chiswick Council made 
considerable changes to meet the wishes of the 
deputation ; and that the R.LB.A. were well advised 
by the Art Committee in thanking the Chiswick 
Council for what has been done—I am, Sir, yours 
faithfully, S. D. Avsnean (FJ. 








‘THE INSTITUTE (BUSINESS) MEETINGS. 
334 Oxford Road, Putney, S.W-15 
15 Jamaary 1924. 

To the Editor, JOURNAL. RBA. — a 

‘Dean Sin,—I quite agree with Mr. Perey Morris. It 
was a dreadful night, My behaviour was especially out- 
Tageous. But what we are trying to do is to awaken the 
Professor Lethaby and many others have 
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all tried decent methods, and they have all failed. ‘There 
remains just a chance that indecent methods may do what 
decency has failed to do. 

‘In the meantime other Societies are taking up work that 
the R.1.B.A. should have taken up years ago—such as the 
Royal Society of Arts' acheme, circulars of which are now 
being sent round. When will these good old-fashioned 
people who hate disturbances realise that the R.LB.A. 
‘was founded for architecture, not for architects, nor was 
it intended that it should play second fiddle to the R.A. 

Once again I repeat the warning that unless the 
RLLBA. gives up these Vietorian notions of presidential 
professionalism, and moves with the spirit of the times 
‘znd in anticipation of the most obvious tendencies towards 
unification of arts—even unifieation of arts with work- 
manship—it will simply become a second-rate body of 
professional touts, with no influence whatever. 

‘The R.LB.A. is already being laughed at. People say : 
“ Well, if Regent Street is the sort of thing you people can 
do at your best, we shan't believe any of your after-dinner 
sseicoe Soeloe Mice Your soRe a _And they sty 
quite 

‘Materialism is on the dec 
and the spirit is returning. With this change will come a 
retum to ceremot ie Younger generation see through 
fll the materialistic ideas of their Victorian parents, "We 
hope to be in the advance guard of those who will herald. 
a new gtowth—when the flower of art shall blossom forth. 
in pure and radiant beauty, We must prepare a clean site 
for this new structure, ‘The old and crazy building must 
bbe pulled down before the new one can be built. 

Please overlook, Mr. Editor, the crime of my" House of 
Cards,"” and print this letter ‘ax a reward for paying my 
subscription every year so promptly. By the way, it is 
rather amusing to notice how ideas sown a year ago and 
frowned upon by the mighty in their seats are given out 
# cathedra:now.—Faithfully yours, 

W. W. Scorr-Moxcnierr [F.. 

















‘The letters are fading 








CASEMENT OR SASH WINDOWS. 


46 New Bond Street, London, Wx. 
12 January 1924. 

To the Editor, Jounssat. RBA. — 

Dean Sia,—In your issue of 8 December you publish 
a letter from Mr. C. F. A. Voysey in which he strives to 
defend casement windows st the expense of sliding 
sashes. ‘The various practical criticisms of sash windows. 
which’ Mr. Voysey makes are effectively answered by 
Mr. Henry Lovegrove in a letter published in your iasue 
of a2 December, but there are two remarks in Mr, Voysey's 
let aie ‘call for Satherconinent: a 

“When stone mullions and transomed. wi 
buat and Steed with metal easements, the windows will 
Produce more the effect of grils thin of holes in the 

Is this really the case or is Mr. Voysey, in making this 
ena Se cae aM Vere, i patra 
itindeed desirable that windows in these days of enlighten 
‘ment should produce the effect of grills,” and is ita fact 
that properly desigmed sash windows look ike“ holes in 

Hak 








PICTURE EXHIBITIONS 


‘May I be so bold as to. suggest that there is no reason 
why windows should not be designed simply as windows, 
with the object of providing light and ventilation in the 
best manner possible consistent with the claims of beauty 
and convenience, and that the artificial, sham Mediaevalism 
of imitation Gothic work should not be heard of outside 
the pages of the Victorian Romantic novelists. 

‘However gloomy a view we may take of modern society 
at the present time, "the comforting effect of protection to 
Pertons inside " afforded by mullions and transoms is not 
really so necessary as Mr. Voysey imagines. 

‘Yours faithfully, 
Kennett M_ B, Cross. 














PICTURE EXHIBITIONS. 

In succession to the Australia Exhibition at the Royal 
“Academy, there is at present on view, until 15 February, 
‘an Exhibition of Works by Swedish’ artists from 1880 
1900, According to the introduction to the catalogue, 
the last two decides of the nineteenth century marked 
the second “golden age" of Swedish painting, the first 
having manifested itself more than a hundred years earlier. 
‘The Exhibition is, therefore, interesting in this respect, 
and its hanging committee are to be congratulated on their 
‘arrangement of hanging each artist’s works in a separate 
sroup, and although this grouping arrangement, so far as 
the individual works are concerned, is not chronological, 
it is still an easy matter to trace the development of an 
artist’s style from the dates on the pictures, Very many 
of the artists studied in Paris, and it is not difficult, we 
think, to trace the influence of Cezanne, Manet ‘and 
Cottet in the dark tonality of many of the works. The 
exhibition, as a whole, lacks sunlight, numetous paintings 
depict the hour of twilight, and indicate the sentiment 
of introspection and seriousness which is characteristic 
of Scandinavian literature. HRM, Prince Eugen of 
Sweden, Ernst Josephson, Nils Kreuger, Bruno Liljefors, 
Karl Nordstrom, Olaf Sager-Nelson, Osear BjOrck and 
Hugo Birger, all contribute notable pictures ; and we must 
not omit to mention those of Anders Zorn, which have 
achieved an international reputation. ‘Two sketch models 
of sculpture by this artist indicate, notwithstanding their 
smallness in scale, the" grand manner.” 

‘At the Royal Academy there is also being held the 
thirty-fourth annual Exhibition of the Royal Society of 
Portrait Painters, one of the best exhibitions eyer held 
by the Society. ' The numerous portraits by Sir Wm. 
Orpen, who is President of the Society, dominate here ns 
they do at the R.A. Exhibition. Especially notable is his 











large decorative panel portrait of Mrs. St. George. ‘The 
it Eves of 


‘Thoms Hardy is one 
jarold Speed, Mr, Fiddes 
‘Watt, Mr, Howard: Somerville, Miss Flora Lion and 
Mr, JH, Lorimerall contribute notable work. E.H.M. 


“THE ACOUSTICS OF THE AUDITORIUM.” 

Mr. G. Sutherland's important Paper on "Phe Acou- 
‘tics of the Auditorium,” which was published in the 
R.I.B.A. Jounxats of 23 September and 20 October of 
fast” year ‘may now be obtained in accordance with a 
general desire at the office of the R.ILB.A., bound in 
Paper covers, price 3s. 64. 


portrait by Mr. 

















‘THE WORK OF THE IMPERIAL WAR 
GRAVES COMMISSION. 

During the last three years the great work of co- 
ordinating and enclosing the British military cemeteries 
in France and Flanders has been progressing quietly. 
When it is realised that there are over 2,000 of these, 
it at once becomes apparent that a stupendous task is 
involved. Apart altogether from the preliminaries, 
eg. defining the boundaries, negotiating with the 
‘owners of the land, and the subsequent legal procedure 
between the Allies ; necessitated by the French and 
Belgian Governments having generously made over to 
Great Britain in perpetuity the ownership of these 
“foreign fields,” which in the words of Rupert Brooke 

re“ now for ever England ” ; there is also the intri- 
cate and laborious work comprised in the recording of 
the individual interments, all of which have to be put 
on a definite bs before the constructional work en- 
tailed in the architectural treatment of their permanent 
boundaries can be considered. 

Itis, however, the intention of the present writer to 
refer only to the latter part of the subject. The 
tourist travelling from Boulogne to Wimereux by the 
‘coast road catches a glimpse, away to the right, of the 
white stone roofs of the record houses of Terlingthun 
British Cemetery. Having crossed the railway, and 
centered by the little wicket gate, he finds himself con- 
fronted on the left by the graceful outline of the War 
Cross, with its bronze sword; and in front with the 
Great’ War Stone, the latter horizontal, solid and last- 
in appearance, acting as a foil to the Gothic verti- 
ry of the former. The masonry of the record 
houses gleams white against the fair countryside of 
France. These edifices have been treated in a very 
dignified and original manner and may be regarded as. 
most characteristic examples of the method which has 
been adopted in dealing with each of the cemeteries a8 
awhole. They strike, as it were, the keynote of an 
architectural sonata in which the dominant theme con- 
‘veys a sense of deep restfulness and refined harmonious 
restraint. This idea is enhanced by the absence of 
mouldings, typical of, and emphasising, the simplicity 
which has marked so many of the greatest and most 
self-sacrificing acts of heroism ; as well as the silence 
which is ever inseparable from physical death. ‘There 
is relief in the curyed balusters, the only slight freedom 
the architect has allowed himself. As regards the 
general lay-out, one feels that full justice has been done 
to the opportunities afforded by the site. ‘The statue 
of Napoleon on the hill beyond has been taken as a 
focal point, and makes an axial-line with the War Cross. 

Such is "Perlingthun, architectural, permanent and 
dignified, which may be regarded as a typical example 
on a fairly level area ; even if smaller than many other 
of these so-called “ Silent Cities.” 

Varying types will be found at Etaples, with its 
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10,000 graves; Boulogne Town Cemetery with its 
Greek portico; ‘Tyne-Cot Passchendaele, where the 
concrete pill-boxes are being left and retained in the 
cemetery as permanent memorials; the Souvenir 
Cemetery near Saint-Omer, with its terraces ; the 
Guards’ resting-place at Festubert, where the flower of 
‘our Army lie, a great contrast to the crude cement 
tombs in the orchard at Hougemont, All these have 
been designed to suit their individual situation and 
peculiar needs, Not less remarkable is the sympa- 
thetic handling of the problem involved in the treat 
ment of the Chinese burying-place at Noyelles, where 
the Oriental visitor is greeted with the familiar curved 
outlines of lintel, coping-stone and boundary wall, re~ 
calling the characteristic architecture of his native land. 

In the Ypres salient special care was needed in rein= 
forcing the foundations for the buildings on account of 
the swampy nature of the ground. Where the ceme- 
tery is in a mining village oF small town, walls replace 
the hornbeam hedges which are more generally used 
to define the boundaries of those cemeteries in the 
open country, 

Gates have been dispensed with in some of them, 
being replaced by stone posts and bronze chains of 
appropriate design. 

‘At the entrance to or inside every cemetery is a 
record stone with the following inscription in English 
and in French or Flemish : ‘* The land on which this 
cemetery sands isthe fre if of the French [Belgian] 
people for the perpetual resting:place of those of the 
Allied Armies who fell in the War 1914-1918 and are 
honoured here.” 

Tn some cases a special size of bricks, known as 
“Boom Bricks,” smaller than the English make, have 
been used successfully, with Saint Vaast stone dressi 
for the entrances and record houses. ‘The domed roofs 
of the latter are carried out in concrete and fined in- 
ternally with Keen's cement. ‘The proportions of the 
War Cross have been modified to accord with the 
‘varying area of the particular burying-place in which it 
has been erected. 

In the an ed cemeteries the wooden crosses have 
been replaced by stone headstones of simple design 
and good lettering. Each is earved with the regimental 
badge of the deceased, the same type being used for 
both officers and men.” These headstones are securely 
bedded into a continuous concrete beam reinforced 
with a layer of expanded metal below the level of the 
finished turf. 

‘Aschemeof plaptingisarranged foreach cemetery,and 
ssuitabletrecsandshrubsusedinaccordance with the soil. 

‘Taking everything that has been done into con- 
sideration, it is difficult to conceive how the student of 
to-morrow and the antiquary of the future can fail to 
be impressed with this architectural record of the 
sacrifice involved in the great strugule for the preser- 
vation of freedom. Pair S. Hunson 
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The British School at Rome 


Lond Crawford and Balcarres, on the afternoon of 
January 1g, presided at a meeting of subscribers t0 the 
British School at Rome (Faculty of Archmology, History 
tnd” Letters) held in the rooms of the Society of 
‘Antiguaries, Burlington House. Members of the Hellenic 
and Roman Societies were invited to attend. 

Tn asking the members to pass the annual report, Lord 
Crawford sad ie showed » continuation of healthy and 
vigorous life. "The actual structure of the school had 
Uutring the last twelve months been in process of consider 
ble improvement, Its extensions would contribute to the 
comfort of students, visitors and residents, Speaking of 
tecent publications he saw thatthe current volume on the 

cture gallery. of Andrea Vendramin,» which the 
Faculty Have been able to produce, ahowed the scope for 
investigation of lost and mislaid pictures and of informa 
tion forthe re-bapuiing of pictures, or rather of the names 
fof their authors. It was dificult to conceive of anything 
more contentious than. some of the signatures (0 old 
pictures, Referring to the astonishing series of finds in 
the basements of the Vatican, Lord Crawford said he 
believed that the endless basements and corridors of the 
Vatican afforded unlinited material for original research 
which was little shore of incalculable. ‘There had heen 
Tany recent discoveries all over the world-—in Egypt, in 
the South of France, in Iraq, in Mexico, and in the distant 
plains of Arizona, and they had heard that the egg of the 
ttinosauros yas worth £10,009. 

‘The functions of the British School at Rome were, 
however, less sensational, but none ths lest interesting, 
though they were confined to irchveclogical research Ah 
Europe. “The difficulties under which the work of the 
school was carried on were Very great. A number of 
papers dealing with the work done by the school were in 
beyance owing to lack of funds, ‘These papers offered a 
Conerete proof t0 the subscribers that their money eas 
‘well spent and maintained the status of the school among, 
learned societies allover the world. ‘The department of 
finance checked these useful impulses, but the Detish 
School sulfered in that respect tn. common with many 
other learned institutions. Ie was a mistake to jude the 
Schoo! solely by its artistic and archeological work. It had 
become the acknowledged centre of British enterprise in 
Italy, useful to students, valuable to visitors, and otable 
also for its influence upon the mind of Tely itself. Te 
fad atrugeled for years, but had survived, thriven and 
prospered on an exiguous income. 

1 cit school ad sine the respect and admiration of 
ian echolars a8 a whole, and though it had many sivas 
—old-established and. grindiose—it held its own Wit 
triumphant success, Its progress in pul 
ow acquired a real momentum, and it was now theif 
dry to do eversthing they could’ to jvoke active and 
increasing support at home for an institution whi 
doing sich remarkable work, son 

Mr. A. H. Smith, chairman of the Faculty of Archeo- 
logy, made « Communication, illustrated by lantern slides 
from photograph supplied. by The Times, conseraiog the 


* This volume may be consulted in the RILBA. Library. 
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‘sculptured sarcophagus recently discovered at Carsares, in 
Palestine, 


that the sarcophagus belonged to the second 
for early third century, and it was in an excellent state of 
preservation. ‘The undercutting, swords, features, etc., 
didnot need the restoration which had to be dane o those 
previously found. He showed 3 other sarcophaai 
also illustrating battles with the fabled Amazons, and 
inted out that the artist had introduced a stock combat 
rn two Greeks at one side of the sarcophagus, 
forgetting the Amazons. ‘The running pattern at the base 
helped to locate the period. On the fourth side there was 
4 pair of griffons facing one another. ‘The griffon had been 
decorative subject for about 2,000 years. Slides showing 
the evolution of the fiercer type of griffon from an early 
Dird-beast among foliage were thrown on the screen. 


‘THE LONDON BUILDING ACTS COMMITTEE 
AND THE LAW RELATING TO THE COD 
STRUCTION OF BUILDINGS. 

‘The London Building Acts Committee appointed by 
the Institute at the commencement of this session has 
been considering in what direction the law relating to 
the construction, etc., of buildings in London should 
be amended, 

‘The following headings for inquiryhave been decided 
upon = 

(@) Li 


8) ‘Height of buildings and space about buildings, 
(¢) Construction of buildings. 
4) Party wall procedure, 
6). Special and temporary buildings. ; 
Dangerous andneglectedbuildingsandsky-signs. 
tection. 
) Exempted buildings. 

(i), Administration by L.C.C. 

Gj) Administration by District Surveyors and fees 

payable to them. 

Considerable progress has been made under some of 
these headings. It would be convenient to the Com- 
mittee if members of the Institute with experience of 
the application of the Building Law in London, and 
who have found matters which call for revision, will be 
Rood enough to assist the Committee with a note of 
the same. tis important that clear reazons should be 

ven. If plans or papers of special importance are 
forwarded they will be duly returned when noted, 

‘The Committee are particularly anxious to have 
before them broad principles on which the present law 
needs revision in preference to small verbal amend- 
ments, 

As the Commitice are hoping to conclue ther 
general survey of the subject by the end of February, 
itis jocks that any response to the present appeal. 
‘to members be sent in before that time to 

Chas, A. Davnxer [FJ 
Hon. Secretary of the Committee. 




















ing out and widening of streets and front 


















ROYAL CANADIAN ACADEMY OF ARTS. 
‘Travettina ScHOLARSHIF IN ARCHITECTURE, 
‘The Royal Canadian Academy of Arts are offering a 
travelling studentship to the value of $1,509.09 ( $500.00, 
on departure of the travelling student ; $300.00 after the 
expiry of half his time abroad ; and $500.00 on his return 
with satisfactory evidences of study). ‘The scholarship is 
restricted to Canadian citizens of at least six years’ resi 
dence i Canada and not over thity years of age. 

_ The object of the scholarship is to promote the concep- 
tion of architecture as the Mother of the Arts, by encour- 
aging an understanding, by architects, of mural decora- 

ftsmanship. 


tion, sculpture, ornament and craft 


Allied Societies 


LIVERPOOL ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETY 
Our Cuients AND OURSELVES*. 
By Honnexr A. Weicn. 

| think there never has been a time in the history of our 
art when better facilities for art and constructional training 
have been available to the student. ‘This has already. 
resulted in a great advance in the general level of modern 
architecture. That this general level will attain even 
greater heights I have not the slightest doubt. By this, 
however, I do not mean that I am entirely satisfied that 
the present method is quite the best which could be 
evolved. I look forward to the time when the system at 
Present adopted in the schools will be supplemented by 
‘or dovetailed into fairly lengthy periods spent by students 
in the offices of practising architects, whereby they will be 
enabled to get more closely into rouch with matters of 
Practice during the more impressionable period of their 
training, In my opinion we have yet fully to realise that 
‘our profession calls not only for a high level of artistic 
and scientific attainment, but—what I 
important—a fair meastire of business ability. You will 
say these are great and searching qualifications, ‘They 
are, but nothing less befits a great profession 

Side by side with this advance in training, the public is 
at long last taking a more enlightened interest in our art. 
"The reason is not far to seck. We have become more 
worthy of their interest. Our work in fact begins to 
arrest their attention. Yet even so the average citizen 
docs not fully realise the range of beneficial advice and 
help that is available to him or to her from the properly 
qualified members of our profession. ‘The ethics of our 
Profession preclude us from making use of public adver- 
tisement in order to enlighten and instruct the public. 
“This I consider in the main to be a good thing, leaving 
only our clients as the medium for the circulation of such 
information. Such a medium must of necessity be slow, 
but T am inclined to think it has the advantage of being 
sure. It therefore behoves us to render to our clients 
the best service in our power. 

In view of the fact that a fair proportion of my audience 
this evening are students and not yet practising architects 
they might be interested to bear :— 

* Extracts from = Peper read before the Liverpool Society, 
11 December 1933 





to be equally 
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(1) How we get our clients. 

(2) How we retain them. 

(3) How we increase them. 

‘Our first clients are for various reasons generally drawn 

from among our most intimate friends and family con- 
nections, old school friends, and their friends. In addition 
the growth of the competitions system has been, and no 
doubt will continue tobe, an exellent means of providing 
the young and able architect with an opportunity whi 
would not otherwise offer. ‘There iis also that inestimable 
gift of | Peery ScD ae ‘Possess, but to those who 
hay yhat a gol sion it is { 
a but an indication of the min chenncls through, 
Which our first commission might float into our harbour. 
‘The many tributaries which fed these channels are legion, 
and my rnarks would be too lengthy were Ito pure 
will be manifest that by far the greatest difficulty is 
at the start, and when I say that our first clients are 
amongst our most cherished recollections, I think I 
‘express the feelings of all those architects who have 
stopped for a moment in their busy lives to take a retro- 
spect of their careers. The courage of those who trusted 
is and placed dhomalves our hands Before we were 
able to point to any practical accomplishments is some= 
thing for which we should ever be grateful, and of which 
‘we have a right to be modestly proud. 

By whatever means we get our clients 1 am convinced 
that main factor, the dominating factor, in retaining: 
them is ability. Personality alone may get us clients, 
bat abi ‘above the ordinary—is needed to retain 
them, Given this ability coupled with keenness of desire, 
the extension of our clientele will come about more or 
Jess as a matter of course. We may rest assured that our 
‘clients will be at pains to let their friends know whatever 
good service we have rendered them. It can indeed be 
said of us that we are known by our works. 

‘To ensure this progress, however, it must at once be 
realised that our first, last and constant duty to our 
clients is not to measure our efforts, but to give the best, 
and the utmost that is in us ; above all, we are expected 
to be masters of our calling. 

On rcrving ou it istrucions frm ou cents we 
shoul intent upon getting a: understanding : ir 
detste and requircanenta, We should guard egsiost the 
appearance of being too busy or preoccupied to give the 
necessary attention to their wishes, it makes a bad 
sion, and it ean seldom if ever be justified. We should 
Endeavour to enter into the spirit of the problem which 
they desire us to solve, ‘This docs not necessarily mean 
that we slavishly work only along the lines they indicate 
to us, In fact, the best results will frequently not be 
found along these lines. Our paebe mt Salo 
mind rating on a new problem—whic probably 
Soeaplad Unsie salads oF «face fasted: asd upon white 
those minds might have become a little stale and set— 
will generally result in our being able to evolve a better 
and more economical scheme than has occurred to them. 
‘We should not be content merely to have worked out 
something "just what was wanted.” We should strive 
to do much better than that. We should not tacitly agree 
to all our clients’ views and suggestions if some better 
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idea occurs to us, but rather put forward in a tactful way 
any alternative suggestions that occur to us and discuss 
them. ‘They will generally be appreciated and frequently 
acted upon, 

Good architecture being uppermost in our minds we 
hhave also to apply ourselves to finding the best architec 
‘ural expression of our client's desire, We must not be 
Bem Allien appari bu 

. lionts appreciate x building of real distinction 
even if they do not technically understand the true rela 
tion of the component parts which go to the making of 
such a building. From the first our efforts should also 
bbe designed to get a full understanding of our clients, 
to which end we should be frank and confidential 
will generally be found that these qualities are appre= 
Siated and readily reciprocated, Remember that our 
lients place in us great confidence, in addition to a heavy 
responsibility in spending to the best possible purpose 
large sums of their money, It is for us to justify that 
‘confidence by producing a building in every. respect 
‘siited to its practical purpose, economical—but not 
‘mean—dignified, and possessed of such distinction that 
itarrests attention. ‘This accomplishment will be a source 
of satisfaction alike to the owner, to the public, and to the 
architect, 

When first consulting an architect clients frequently 
echibit a tendency to understate the amount they are 
prepared to spend upon the proposed work, feeling that 
‘we might produce a more costly scheme, and as business 
‘men they consider it wise to reserve to themselves a margin 
for safety. We should always frankly request clients 
not to do this, for two especial reasons. Firstly, itis an 
indication that they are not sure of us, and secondly, such 
‘2 method is liable to result in the production of a design 
Jes stinfactory fr its purpose than might otherwise have 
been the case, involving the making of subsequent addi 
tions or variations to the plans which do not fit quite 
happily into the original scheme. If, however, they state 
‘a sum which they desire to spend upon the ‘work, 
‘which sum we know to be inadequate for the purpose, it 
‘wise as early as possible tactfully but frankly to state so 
it secures both ourselves and our clients against subse 
quent disappointment and possibly bad feeling. Having 
then, pernaded our clients to accept what we tink to be 

ge = As 
their confidence in us and in our profess 
this sum is largely exceeded, We must 
‘our utmost to guard against such an event. 

In drawing up the contract we should be at pains to 
‘explain to our clients the meaning of its salient clauses, 
never forgetting to make it clear that it is in the best 
interests of all parties concerned—client, architect and 


by the client but on his behalf by the architect. 
departure from this established custom is likely to cause 
discontent and unhappy relations at the settlement of 
accounts. If such matters are stated tactfully—and not 
ina high-handed manner—our clients will readily under~ 
stand that it is their interest alone which we are safe 
guarding. We should be careful, too, to explain that in 
the administration of the terms of the contract our main 
duty is to promote fair play and to hold the scales evenly. 
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between the parties. In effect to be sure that for every 
Ex spent our elient gets value for that amount, and on 

other hand, that the contractor is to be fairly paid 
for work actually done in accordance with the contract 
‘and his estimate, It is desirable also to make clear the 
meaning of our certificates for payments to be made by 
them to the contractor at various stages during the execu 
tion of the work ; and on issuing our certificates it will 
bbe found helpful to notify our client at the same time. 
Incidentally on issuing the first certificate we should 
‘mention that the contract stipulates for payment of the 
Amount stated within a week or ten days—whichever 
js the case—this helps to guard agsinst a matter of 
importance being overlooked. 

During the execution of the work it is usual—for a 
yariety of reasons—to make variations which frequently 
involve additional cost. We should notify our clients of 
these variations, and wherever practicable give them an 
pnecaite idea of he ndditonal coat, Where 
‘quantity surveyor is engaged his help in such matters 
should be invited = wee ME help 

It is in our clients’ interest that our relations with the 
contractor and sub-contractors should be of a helpful 
and friendly nature ; no good purpose will be served by 
using our authority in an overbearing and high-handed 
manner, We should keep clearly in mind that the success~ 
ful accomplishment of our task depends upon the closest 
co-operation of all parties concerned. Disputes should be 
avoided. When a misunderstanding oceurs and keenness 
of fecling is exhibited, avoid lengthy correspondence and 
call the parties together. Soundness of judgment, coolness 
of head and conciliation of manner will generally overs 
come most of the differences that aris. 

Again in deiting with local authorities, district sur- 
Yeyors, adjoining owners and others, it will generally be 
found that their requirements and interests can best be 

acing and awect reasonableness, 0 the 
of all concerned. By this it is not’ meant 
that the architect should pursue a weak policy of givi 
all and receiving nothing, but rather that when negoti 
hhe should be moderate in his demands, frank and open 
in mariner and transparently honest of purpose. 

‘Some clients are by nature more trusting than others 
and by virtue of that trustfulness leave matters very much 
in our hands, We should not mistake such confidence, 
and use it as an excuse for going ahead with the work 
during its various stages as if our climate did not exist. 
On the contrary, their confidence in us should be recipro~ 
cated. We should consult them upon all matters of 
importance which affect the convenience as well as the 
design of the premises. Our designs for such matters 
4s fittings and fixtures affecting the satisfactory working 
‘or comfort of the scheme should. be discussed with them, 
they like it, and we in turn should like to feel that we have 
their consent and approval. I have always made it a 
Practice to invite elients to accompany me on the selection 
of fireplaces, door furniture, sanitary goods, electric light 
fittings—when these have not been designed by me—and 
the other important details that go to the making of a 
comfortable home or building. We architects are sorme- 
times inclined to consider that our services are at an end 
when the building is completed. We can, however, to 

















advantage go a step further and offer our services in con. 
nection with the furnishings and decorations, ‘This is 4 
Province which the architect has not explored or studied 
4s much as he might have done, and 1 have found that 
clients are most grateful for any help in this direction. 
Up to this stage I have directed your attention to the 
relationship of client and architect ns it most generally 
concerns us in practice, Our knowledge and experience 
vill no doubt also be put to the test in various other 
directions. For instance, in acting as assessor in an 
architectural competition the ability of an architect is very 








fully extended. Here again, our clients must take us fully 
they owe alike to us 


into their confidence. It is a dui 





ly 
ascertain their various requirements as to accommodation 
and cost. Having proceeded thus far, if the assessor is 
‘wise he will, as the next step, work out in sketch form 
these requirements in order to satisfy himself (0) ‘That 
the site is suitable for such accommodetion—an omission 
to do this will probably result in the competitors being 
invited to spend much time and thought upon an impos- 
sible project. (6) ‘That there is a reasonable prospect of 
He Proposed accommodation being obtained for the 
nt cost. If these fundamental conditions are not 
met, the assessor will frankly state so to his clients and 
sugiest an adjustment of these two factors in order tha 
they bear a proper relation to each other. In close cons 
sultation with his clients the assessor will then proceed 
to draw up without ambiguity the conditions for the 
competition, making abundantly clear to competitors 
the essential requirements as distinct from suggestions. 
If all this preliminary work has been thoroughly done, 
‘our clients will be happy to find the number of questions 
received from competitors reduced to a minimum, and 
‘what is equally important, the competitors will be able 
0 proceed with the preparation of their designs without 
a long delay for the replies to questions, none of which 
is Bkely to be of « fundamental nature." The drawings 
having been received, the assessor will very carefully and 
deliberately scrutinise each set. In bis determination to 
do justice alike to his clients and to the competitors he 
will rule out all designs which violate in essential par- 
culars the conditions of the competition. Having 
arrived at his decision regarding the premiated designs, 
he will present his award. Whether this should be donc 
orally oF otherwise is a personal matter, but the award 
should finally be published for the help and guidance of 
competitors, and wherever practicable the whole of the 
drawings sent in should be publicly exhibited, Such an 
exhibition creates an interest in the locality, and is instruc- 
tive to the competitors, 
Tn addition to the services already mentioned, we shall 
probably be called upon to advise upon disputes which 
reached an acute stage, and are likely to be settled in 
the Court or to proceed to arbitration. Regarding cases 
which appear likely to be settled in the Court, it should be 
considered as the duty of every architect so consulted to 
use his utmost endeavours to arrive at a fair and equitable 
settlement out of Court, | By so doing, both parties to the 
action are saved heaty bills of costs and the parties con- 
cerned are spared the ill-feeling and recrimination which 
-usually result from stich actions. 
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Obituary 
A. CLUTTON-BROCK, B.A,, Hon, Associate. 


“The death of Mr, Clutton-Brock leaves an irreparable 
gapamongthewritersof seriousliterary andart criticism, 
ithough his direct and often unconventional views 
‘were not always appreciated by the subjects with whom 
it hecame his lot, or his wish, to deal. He was.a writer 
of distinction, with an unaffected individual style which 
aimed, above everything, at simple and clear expression. 
‘Although he was not generally widely known, the 
lecture which he gave at the Institute in April rozt on 
Architecture as Everyone’s Concern” (one of the 
RLB.A, Public Lectures) attracted an audience beyond 
even the capacity of the standing soom of the Great 
Gallery. 

‘Mr, Clutton-Brock was educated at Eton and New 
College, Oxford, and practised for ten years at the Bar. 
He was one of the first literary critics to The Times 
Literary Supplement and was literary editor of The 
‘Speaker from 1994-1906. About two years later he 
ihecame the art critic of that paper, and it was probably 
hy his attitude towards mode his advocacy 
of the works of some of the wilder post-impressionists 
lind cubists (or artists who tended in the direction of 
n), that he achieved, by causing opposition, 
certain notoriety. ‘The influence of Wm.Morris’s ideas 
a writer in The Times says, may be traced in all. 
many pronouncements on’ art in general, and in its 
Felation to life, polities and religion,” but there is noth- 
ing in Morris's own work which would quite, we think, 
assist in elucidating certain phases of Clutton-Brock’s 
arteriticism. But his literary output was by no means 
Confined to the criticism of paintings : one of his 
earliest books was a life and criticism of Shelley, the 
‘Man and the Poet ; he also wrote books on William 
Morris, Thoughts on the War, The Ultimate Belief 
(igt6), Studies in Christianity’ (1918), Shakespeare's 
Hamlet, and other works, which are sufficient to in- 
dicate the wide range of his interest and thought 


























D, FORBES SMITH [4]. 

David Forbes Smith [44] was born in 186s, and died 
at his residence in Kirkcaldy on 28 October 1933. 

He received his carly training in the office of the late 
John Murray, Kirkcaldy, and thereafter proceeded for 
further experience to Paisley, Maidstone and Salisbury. 
Tle passed. the examination of the R.LB.A., and wx 
lected an Associate of the Institute in 1894. Returning 
to his native town some twenty-five years ago, Mr. Smi 
there commenced a successful practice. He acted as archi 
tect for many’ of the public authorities in Fifeshire, and 
twas a successful competitor in several architectural com- 
petitions. Among his principal works ar 
House, for the late James Wishart, Eaq.; North School, 
Kirkealdy ; Viewforth School, Kirkcaldy ; additions to 
District Hospital, Fife; and Baptist Church, Sinclairtown. 
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R.LB.A. Prizes 
and Studentships, 1924 


DEED OF AWARD. 

‘The designs and drawings submitted for the Prizes 
anal Studentahipo in the gift of the Royal latte are 
now on exhibition at the Royal Academy of Arts, Bur~ 
ington House, and will remain open to members and 
the public (free) until 4 February (10 asm, to 6 pam.). 
‘The Couneil’s Deed of Award, read at the General 
Meeting of a1 January, gives the results as follows -— 


‘THE ROYAL INSTITUTE SILVER MEDAL. 
(i) The Essay Medal and Twenty-five Guineas, : 
‘Three Essays were received for the Silver Medal 
under the following mottoes 
1 Fortezza.” 













3." Tuum Est,” 
"The Council regret that they are unable to award the 
prize. 
THE TRAVELLING STUDENTSHIPS. 
() The Soane Medallion and One Hundred and Fifty 
Pounds. 
Six designs for an Anglican Cathedral Church were 
submitted under the following mottoes + 
“Dean = 4 strainers. 
“ England " : 4 strainers. 











Seep 
‘Phe Council have awarded the Medallion, and, sub- 
ject to the specified conditions, the sum. of One 
Hundred and Fifty Pounds to the author of the design 
submitted under the motto * England.’ 
(i) The Pugin Studentship and Seventy-five Pounds, 
Four applications were received for the Pugin 
Studentship from the following gentlemen :— 
JF Hampton [44] 4 stuiners, 
LeAyt ti Bee cg Wrceers ed bone sbitches 















i. NeMorra at 
Cf Ws Menant: getruners and book of sketches. 
athe Council reget chat toy. are unable toward 
the Pugin Studentship. 
ii) The Owen ones Studentship and One Hundred 
Pounds. 

One application was received from the following. 

gentleman : 





J. H. Sexton: 6 trainers, 

‘The Couneil haye awarded the Certificate, and, sub- 
ject to the specified conditions, the sum of One 
Hundred Pounds, to Mr, J. H. Sexton, 7 Ethelburga 
Street, Battersea, S.W.t1, 


SiMe Je © Rea Ryaet “Mount, St. John’s Rowd, 
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COMPETITIONS 


The Grissell Gold Medal and Fifty Pounds. 
One design for a Single Storey Factory for the con- 
‘struction of motor-car engines was submitted under the 
following motes 
‘The Council regret that they are unable to award the 
prize. 





The Arthur Cates Prise of Thirty Pounds, 
No drawings were submitted in competition for the 
Arthur Cates Prize. 


The Ashpitel Prise, 1933. 

‘The Council have, on the recommendation of the 
Board of Architectural Education, awarded the Ash- 
pitel Prize (which is a Prize of Books, value £10, 
awarded to the candidate who has most highly dis 
tinguished himself among the candidates in the Final 
Examinations of the year) to Mr, Eustace Harry Button, 
of No. 1 Royal York Crescent, Clifton, Bristol, Pro- 
bationer, 1920, Student, 1921, and who passed the 
Final Examination, December 1923. 


The R..B.A, Silver Medal for Recognised Schools. 

‘The Council haye awarded the Silver Medal for the 
beat set of drawings submitted at the Annual Exhibition 
by Post Graduate Students of the Recognised Schools 
exempted from the Final Examination, to Miss Isabel 
Maud Chambers, of the Architectural Association 
School of Architecture. 


Henry Saxon Snell Priseman 1933. 


‘The Council have approved the report of Mr. 
Ernest G. ‘Theakston [F), who travelled in France. 








ROYAL SANITARY INSTITUTE, 
‘Tre Henry Saxon Sven. Paice. 

‘This prize of fifty guineas and the Medal of the Royal 
Sanitary Institute is offered for an essiy on “Improves 
ments in the Sanitary Conditions of Underground Dwell- 
ings and Small Underground Workshops." The essa 
to consiat of not more than s,000 words, and to be illus- 
trated by dniwings or sketches, Two competitors may 
‘combine in sending in an essay and drawings, ‘The essay 
‘must be delivered on or before 31 August 1924, addressed 
to the Secretary of the Royal Sanitary Institute, {rom 
Whom full particulars regarding the competition can be 
obtained at 90 Buckingham Palace Road, S.W-1. 





Competitions 


CAIRO PALAIS DE JUSTICE AND PORT. 
‘TALBOT MEMORIAL PARK. 

Members and Licentiates of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects must not take part in the above com- 
Petitions, becatise the conditions are not in accordance 
‘with the published regulations of the Royal Institute for 
Architectural Competitions. 

TaN: MacAistin, Secretary, 





14 January 1934. 


NOTES FROM THE MINUTES OF THE 

COUNCIL MEETING. 

7 JANUARY 1934, 

i Hoan Fon THE RucountseD ScrooLs, 
recommendation of the Board of Architectural 
ion, the Council sanctioned the creation of a 
oe Foto to assist and report upon eee 
applying for or enjoying exemption from the Royal 
Institute Examinations. 

INTERCHANGE OF STUMENTS BETWEEN ScHOOLs oF 

ARCHITECTURE. 

‘The Council accepted the principle of the interchange 
of students between one Recognised School and another 
on the understanding that, in the case of such students, 
ue from the Examinations of the Royal Institute 
would be granted only on the joint recommendation of the 
Head of the School and the External Examiner or Exam 
iners. 

It was also decided that in the event of students from. 
Schools of Architecture not recognised (for exemption 
from the examinations of the R.1.B,A,) entering a course 
at a Recognised School, each application from such a 
student for exemption from the R.1.B.A. Examinations: 
should receive sympathetic consideration on its merits, 

‘Winter EXAMINATIONS. 

‘The following results were reported :—Intermediate 
Examination : Examined, 55 passed, 28 ; relegated, 27. 
Special and Final Examinations ; Examined, 16 ; passed, 
8} relegated, 8. 

















Asuprret: Prize, 1923. 

On the recommendation of the Board of Architectural 
Education, it wns decided to award the Ashpitel Prize 
for 1923, and the Mark of Distinction for ‘Thesis to 
Mr. EB. H. Button. 

Suerrmup University, 

Mr, Robert Atkinson [F.] was appointed in place of the 
President as a member of the Court of Governors of the 
University of Sheffield. 

SHORTAGE OF SKILLED Lavoun iN Te Butt 
INpostay. 

‘The National Federation of Building Trades Employers 
and the National Federation of Building, Trades Opera 
tives have accepted the invitation of the Council of the 
R.LB.A. to appoint representatives to take part in a joint 
conference on the subject of the Shortage of Skilled 
Labour in the Building Industry. 

Royal. SaNirany {serrrure, 

Mr. H. 1D. Searles-Wood was appointed to represent 
the RBA, at the Annual Congress of the Royal Sanitary 
Institute at Liverpool in July: 1934. 

ANCHUTHCTS AND Tit LETTING OF Orrick on Stntita 

AccomMabnTion:. 

‘The Council passed the following Resolution on 
the a1 January 1924 :—""The Council view with diss 
approval the exhibition by urchitects of by 
‘which are displayed notices that offices o = 
commodation are to be let, and that applications to the 
architects are invited. ‘This Resolution does not pre- 
elude the architect of » building, at the request of his 
client, from exhibiting a board’ inviting prospective 
tenants to inspect the plans at his office, provided that 
the architect receive no commission for lettings resulting, 
‘nor does it apply to the letting of selling of land," 
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Notices 


‘The Seventh General Meeting (Ordinary) of the 
Session 1923-24 will be held on Monday, 4 February 
1924, at 8.30 p.m., at the Royal Society, Burlington House, 
Piccadilly, W.t., for the following purposes — 

‘To read the Minutes of the General Meeting (Ordinary) 
held on 21 January 1924; formally to admit members 
sattendiny for the first time since their election ; announce 
‘names of candidates nominated by the Council for election 
to the various clusses of membershi 

‘To announce the Council’s nomination for the Royal 
Gold Medal 1924. 

“The President to deliver his Address to Students and to 
present the Prizes and Studentshipa awarded by. the 


Council for 1924. 
Mr, Henry M. Fletcher [F.], M.A, to read a eriticiam on 
the designs and drawings submitted for the Priees and 


Studentships. 


Probationers R.I.B.A. 


‘Since 28 April 1923 the following have been registered 
as Probationers ofthe Royal Instn 
Awcock : H4noun, 1X Manselton Road, Swansea. 


Ansa AND ‘Gonos, 144 Durham Road, Sparkhill, 
wo ‘lio Fussciun, x8 Hie Ros, South 

|, Lanes. 

Hanon Wiss, 4 Rotheny ‘errace, Gr Horton, Brad 


Barun: Dovatas Raorsaun, Sp eth Road) Sathana dient: 


Hanron : "PHostas Quotes, Quigg Street, Lakemba, NSW. 
Avatralia, 

Barcunsi:. RoLand Jasues Watrmn, § Cheverton Ayenve, 
‘Withernsen, wear Hull. 

Biante: “Ennis WILLiAM Hottoway, "The Lodge, Winn 


Road, Southampton, 
Lis, 60 Westbourne Park Villas, 


Rosati =’ Staxiay’ Ci 

Paddington, Wa, 

Herts: ClavoH Paacival, 208 Unehank 
Miowsi:” Gronor Tewans Horsas, 

Dereham, Norfolk. 

Its Bast St, Amhony', St Marys 
Bioonworiu: CHanes THOMAS, 138 Derby Lane, Liverpool. 
Hows: "Cou WiuutaM, " Madiley,” Bulniersion Street, 

ston, neat Macclesfield, 
FIRALD, 12 Magdalene Street, Taunton, Somerset. 
lasso: HaNoL Moxraate, "Lyndhurst, Tunters 
Sydney, NSW, Australia, 
Bonxer : Hanoi, 23 Cecil Street, Manchester, S.W- 
Canstaw: Manny Guonoe, 28 Bradstone Avenue, Folkestone. 
HrTTIUN EoWIN, 18 Eastwood Read, South Wood: 


18 
mgr" Hey ANoeLo, 3 Notingham Gardens, Murty, 
imouth 
Caves Chaniss Aus, 73, Queens Avenue, Barnsley, Yorks, 
Chasm Toantt. Main, ‘The Priory, Roehampton, S.W. 
Citra: Jon Heron Cran, # Belgrave Crean Sar- 
Cuassen: Gronct MeDoxatn, 17 Roseneath Road, Urmston, 


chester, 
Congas Novas, “Arma, 11, Rutford Road, Streathara, 
Wb, 


199 


, Norwich, 
"'Aieinkley,"” Kaye 


Paignton, 


Coxcauyox + Twomas Anriun Lawnees, 3 Asmuns: 
Golders Green, N.W.t1. 
Coxe: Epwann ‘Comow, 1 Hamilton Road, Exmot 


Devon, 
Conterr > Witrnen Sittin, 5 Pluxdraw Road, Aberdare, 
Cravens CLancr Fran, 29 Plane Street, Newington, Hall 
Guioxsiay: Gkonox Haven, c/o the Architectural 

tion, 34 Bedford Square, W. 

Cruroksinin : ALixaxnen Sti 


tac Jon Eaote Wadoet, 7 Orr Squace, Paisley, 

atland. 

Davinnox = Fruomuce Romar, 8 Cypress Gardens, Bl 
Northumberlamnd, 


Davies: Eowano Fovures, Quarry Farm, Oakenholt; Fl 
‘Davins : Gronur, 35 Bromley Street, Derby, : 
Day: Benjamin Ivon, 5 Rope Walk, Strand, Bideford, 
Day: Rowato Fueptaicx Ricuann, " Heatherbelle,”” Main 
ond, Sea Poin, South Africa, 
Brachead,” Poplar Road, 


Donte: Wunctam Haiwowen Gti, 
‘Oxton, Birkenhead. 
Duiven: Samuel. ROLAND, 20 Richmond Mount, Headingley, 
Dyer: Stowey, 230 Helyrave Road, Birmingham. 
Eaton: Nokwthy Muscrave, clo Gordan Leith, Eaqy Box 
0, Johannenbun South Aten. a Eg 
WALL « LAWMENCE OLAP, ” Argsll House," Pler Streets 
(2 Ts ae aaa 
ecto Anns Hy," Weston," Port View, Salas, 
Eves, Crow Gronot Wi.tan, “Netherteigh," South Nutfild, 
rey. 
Penctsor: Janu Donat, 16 North Avenue, Cambuslang, 
kshire. 
Fucri: Envrsr, 45 Woodcock Park Mount, Lower Wortleye 
peed. 
Fuuvjitow: Cuenaier Rawwond, 


Crescent, Oranjexicht, Ca 
Puy 2 Feancts Servi, 39 
‘Mare, 


Loch Ryan," Kensington 
|, Weston-stpers 


Guns Atv Lani, 4s Portadown, Rond, Maida Vale, Wp, 
Gaumnasnns ‘Thos’ McKay, " Gordon’ House," Holden 


Buzzard, Beds. Scere abe 
Gumsow Faeoraicx Chana, 


Road, Harts 
Gunso : 


Leighton 


Homleigh,” Lansdow 
woheson Trent Satie anwowne 
amon! View, Wallendonstyme, 

pron Th + to Abingdon Roud, Southyen, 


Gms Aveanoin Stvawr, 154 Belsize Park Gardens, Hampe 
ead, No 

SMwoss ue John's Road, Golders Green, 
HAUL: Faxpenck Grosce Atrunp, 108 Hambolt Road, 


Clapham Park, S.W.4 


‘Hannowxe= Cynit. Vievon, 47 Somes nad, Ei 
Seeey 47 Somerset Road, Eaghastory, 


Hanawicx : Jom, Delmont Grove, Harrogate Road, Ra 

mon J nt Grove, Harrogate Road, Rawdon, 
Hannon = Rowato Hensanr, 64, Church Street, Woolwich, 
Hawtin Manjonue Botti, 1 Amassk Road, Catford, $.6, 


IAGELL: JOuN LawneNcr, 4 Branksome Parnde, 
Bean Ly LAWRENCE, 4 Branksome Paride, Poole Rod, 


Haat: Rouuxt Gatoarer, ‘The Highlands, Runcorn. 
Hiatay : tammy Wrunia, 1 Hampden Road, “Koowle, 


Iawoup, 40 5 





PROBATIONERS R.1B.A, 


Hones: Hixsne Paaszrt, 10 Marsden Street, Manchester. 

Hox: Srastay Atta, 92, Sugden Road, North Side, 
Clapham Common, S W.41, 

Hystar! Chawias Groves Ciamsos, ‘The Vicarage, Kings 
ton-on-Thames, 

Jnceson: Cuantes Heosny, 292 Lytham Road, South Shore, 
Blackpool. 

Juuticor "Grovraey Avan, 37 Dorset Street, Haker Street, W. 

Jowes?iIanmewr' Henny ‘Banien, Ridge Villa, Wollesion, 
Stourbides 

Jomoan Jo Ronee Funveavx, 3 Carpenter Row Edy 
‘on, Birmingham: 

Keour'Anruun Syosiey, £3 Mons Road, Pxeter. 

Keown Jom Wand, 119 Plantatign’ Street Accrington. 

Egnin: Witttast 57 Matchmont Road, Ediniungh: 

Lax Howan Rave, 3 Church Street, Chrtchurch, Hants. 

Lawnin=Atexasorn Fnasen, 34 Mount Street, Aberdeen. 

Haves: Owais Gays," Bete Vue,” Horio, North 

Taawrmoor : Bnoonick, c/o Messrs, Perry & Stocks, 6 Church 
‘Square, Cape own, South Attica 

Lvno'" Hanot Wavtan Bustack, 120 Westhourne ‘Terrace, 














Way 
Luoyn : ‘Wiuiam Antony Savniox, Noke Cottage, Chisle- 


hurt, 
Liovn : Wuntiast Rayon, 33 Belsize Square, N.W. 
Road, Tooting, 


i Auamat Eowato, 38” Hickerstel 
: ha House, Kloof Road, 


Town, 
incest, 2 Walkereate, Otley, near Leeds. 
= Nowiaw, 16 Walter Terrace, Fenham, Newcastle 












‘uponeT'yne, 

Manny 5 ‘Tnostas envi, 69 Thitleberry Avene, Newent, 
Stall 

Manze: “Auimey Faanens, YMCA, Hostel, St. Helen, 
‘Swanses, 

Mason Hina Frances, Northcliffe, Felixstowe. 

Mutis Russet, 2 North Promenade, Withernsea, E. Yorks. 

‘Moni.ry < AnrnivinEooan, (77 and 179 Dalling Road, Hammers 














Enwann Cyait, 61 Stoughton Drive North, Leices- 

tr 

Nowrit: Guy Woop, 23 Cannon Place, Brighton. 

De STANLY Ewvest, 6 Compton Road, Kensal Rise, 

Owex £ Ato, County Constabulary Office, Edleston Road, 

Owns Jonny Huott Liovn, 47 Osborne Road, Tue Brook, 

Liverpon 

® inst Eowand, 17 Ouklands Road, Bedford. 

Enwbst, Fairfield,” Long Lane, Hales: 








Pan: Peso 
Warrwen Jose, 10 Marthorouigh Buildings, Walton 

Feet, Chelyea, S.W.3, 

rr” Gannow Crantan, 19 Parkhill Ron, Hampetea, 
4 

Purriare: Hanouy Stavtry, 19 Patkill Road, Hampstead, 

Prarx Bowtx Jon, 6: Cortinghim Rosd, Golders Green, 

Parreaani + Last Gronae, 28 Florence Rood, Stroud Green, 


annals Cymu. Gkonot, 106 Walton Street, Cheien, SV 3 
Raven: Watrrnn Scorr, 18 Lockwood Road, Wheatley, 









Doncaster. 
Reap, Grorrine Ero," Asherove," 134 Church Road, 
B19 
Ricans: Warp Heou, "Terra Nova,"" Cardonnel Road, 
‘Skewen, Glam, 


Roars: Vewson Watt1ast, 72 Essex Road, Portsmouth. 

Rows; Douctas Lawnines, "Trondii,” Beltinge, near 
Heme Bay, Kent, 

Roxnunant; CHianuss Wattace, “ Leamville," Church Street, 
‘Claremont, Cape Toven 

Sanvis “Phe Cottage,"* Saunders Lane, 


fennenr, 4 Westminster Road, Ligcard, Wallasey, 

Cheshire, 

Scanuern: Watt Faany 
Garden Suburb, N\Warr, 

Scorr: Lawis Gronar, 81 Low 

Srvoun: Kexxeri, 1s Dell 





1 Ruskin’ Close, Hampstead 


c SEs. 
Newport, Isle of 








fll Ron 


Wight, 
‘Sumray : Bows Heater, 173 Branstone Road, Burton-on- 


rent. 
Suonr : Haroun, Horwell House, Copplestone, 
Simmonne: Victou, 122 Cato Street, Vauxhall, 
INGER: Jack LVONAND, 77 Turner Street, Mi 
Swat: Davin Jone 
Rondebosch, Cape Town, 
Sauen : Hanouo Ensisr, 67 Hamilton Road, Salisbus 
Swunr: RuoiNauo Ensest ne," Brariber,” St, Johm 
Sea Point, Cape Town, 
mi, Jon Francrs, Coombe Court Gardens, Kingrton 
iil, Surrey. 
aun: Tensver Watra, 46 Wingfield Rond, "Trowbridge, 
Stmvexsox: STANLEY BeyjantiN, 26 Station Road, Reddish, 
‘near Stockport, 



























Suwaner : Rowexr Lox, * Chalet Marriette," Fish Hock, Cape 
Province, 8, Africa. 

Soon: Gtormey Eustace 14, Blythswood, Belville, Cape 
Provinee, S. frien. 

Sussemn > Bev pen, “The Croft,” Park Road, Hes 
wall, Cheshire, 


Sunt: Joun Kustsr, 16 Vicarage Roed, Chester. 
Surciirre: Gonpon, 7' Bedford Street, Bolton, Lancs, 
Surnuntano : Struvite, Meddena, Newnuichar, Aberdeen, 








Surin ano : Tuostas Scorr, a8 Salisbury Terrace, Aberdeen | 
Swanwick: Ltoxanp, Ravenstone, Leicestershi 
Syxiy: 





re 
Sowa Baiat 79 Cltheroe Row, Slade Lane, 
micester. 
Amriun Lest Rirides. Road, 
"Tanase Joven, 398 New Row, Wingate, Co; Duck 
‘nase Jeske, 308 New Row, Wingate, Co. Durham, 
‘TaYLon: “Nowthsy 1g Garfield Termace, Swinnan Ko 
Pudsey, near Leeds, 
‘Tyieann Henan, 42: Woresdale Road, Aintree, Liverpool. 
‘Thuwuie: — Eowawy * Chamas,"Canonsleigh, | Westeli 
Parade, Westclif-on-Ses, 
“Cunastion® WiLuiaNt Javis, 18 Frayne Road, Bristol, 
‘Tots Eowanb Rox, bo Adderey Stree, Cape Fw, South 
“Vowxsunn + Joven Euranon, 9 Gray's Inn Square, W.C.t 
Vatuis= Roxato Watusant fanvey, 42 Stirling Wond, Bdg- 
‘Danton, Birmingham. 
Yayo avons Xavinn, 17 Feldside Road, Rock Ferry, 
Vine: Cyn. Matcoist,  Whymark Avenue, Wood Green, 








Paraio," St 














Na 
Water Annan Grawast, 36 Kersand Stret, Glasgow, 


Waut: Enc, 81 Pepys Road, W, Wimbledon, S,WW.20. 

Wanuxn ; Jotey Pencivar, 6 Rock Avenue, Barnstaple, 

Wansros : Ronenr Nott, 13 Queens Crescent, Lincoln 

Winxinson : Ronatn, "Kelso House,” 99 Bradford Road, 
Huddersfield, Yorks. 

Wrutinses: Sidr, " Gogerddan,” 3x Queen Victoria Rood, 
Lignelly, South Wales, 
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Witson = Gronan Frusx, Y-Plis, Landore, Swansea, 

Woo = Gronar Binyanins, 17, Great St. Helen, B.C. 

Woonnovsn : Joins Sexior, Clough Gate, Grange Moor, near 
‘Wakefield 

Worrmicton: Puutp Vauiaepen, “2 Cranford 
Avenue, Knutsford, Cheshire, 

: ALLAN, 1 Staveley Road, Keight 

+ Diswxerr Eme, 30 Hilldown Road, St 


Students R.I.B.A. 


‘The following candidates, having pasted satisfactorily 
the architectural courses at the Recognised Schools indi- 
ceated against their names, have been registered ax "* Stu- 
dents R.LB.A.’ 

Broopwowri: Chanues Diosas (Liverpool University), 138 
Bath Lenn vero 
Chvrenon = Anruen Bows (Architectural Association), 18 
‘Paxtwood Road, South Woodford, E.s8. 
Ciusmans:teaner, Mau (Architeetural Assocation), ‘The 
Priory, Roehampton, S.W. 

Cunng : | Grong Grorrmry, (Architectural Amociation), 
‘Station Road, Kintbury, Berks, 

Cora: Jack AnroNIG (Glasgow, School of Architecture), 8 
‘Gerard Avenue, Parkhead, Glisgowr. 

Cricxstay: Gaonok Hayrin (Architectural Association), oo 
"The Architectural Assocation, 34 Bedford Square, W. 

Dams Crow (Vietorin University, Manchester), 3 Worsley. 
Grove, Levenshulme, Manchester. 

Dowauoson : Romer Wer (Liverpool University), 56 Hert- 
ford Rood, Bootle, Liverpoo}. U 

Ryn: Cr ;onax Witaast (London University). Nether= 

gh,” South Nutfield, Surtey. 






























Fernaiosoy : JAaux DoNALD (Glagow School of Architecturs), 
16 North Avenue, Cambuslang. 
Hysiov = Cranes Grnnes Cianxsox (Architectural Associae 








thon), The Viewrnge, Kington-on-Thames, 

Jwnacon Grorrmy ALAN (Architectisal: Awociatlon), 10 
"The Architectural Association, 34 Bedford Square, W.C.1. 

Jones | ‘Hieieae Hanan Bamcan, MLC. (Liverpool University), 
Ridge Villa, Wollaxion, Stourbridge. 

Lawine: Aucaxpin Fagan (Robert Goedon’ 
College, Aberdeen), 38 Mount Street, Aberdeen, 

Lio: Witttast Axtoxy Sastrson, B.A\, Cantab, (Cat 
‘bridge University), Noke Cottage, Chisleburst, 

‘Owsx + Joux Hor LiovD (Liverpool University), 47 Osborne 
Road, ‘Tue Brook, Liverpool. 

Reman; Grorrmy Enns (Architectural Awociation), Ashe 
ierove,"" 434 Church Rosd, Upper Norwood, §,B 9, 
Scanurrr | WALTER Faawc (London University), 1 Ruskin 

‘Clone, Hampstead Garden Suburb, N.W.tr, 
‘Sucock + Fuaxces Tvtmiaia (Liverpool University), "The Cross, 
Huyton, Lancashire, 
ucock : Hone Srexcen (Liverpool University), Brand- 
Hoek, Walton New Road, Stockton Heath, Wacrington. 
Surman + Thostas Seatr (Robert Gordon's, Technical 
College, Aberdeen), a8 Salisbury Terrace, Aberdeen. 
‘tweante: Hianenr (Liverpool Universi), 42° Wyresdale 
Road, Aintree, Liverpool. 
‘Townsend: Jover ELIANON (Architectural Association), 9 
‘Gray's Inn Square, W.Cut 
Vauuit: Roxauo Witiiast Hanver (Liverpool Us 
42 Suinling Road, lghaaton, Birmingham. 
Vecanne= Francs Ravinn (Liverpool University), 
‘ide Road, Rock Perry. Cheshire. 
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Address to Students 
BY THE PRESIDENT, MR, J. ALFRED GOTCH, F.S.A, 
(Delivered at the General Mecting of the Royal Institute of British Architects on Monday, 4 February 1924} 


re readily annoyed than by advice from 

its elders, those persons who have acquired 
s0 much wisdom as to have lost their enthusiasms, 
‘who are full of tediousness, and yet, like Dogberry, 
can find it in their heart, were they as tedious as a 
king, to bestow it all upon their juniors, But I 
would beg you, for to-night at least, not to look 
upon me as a tedious elder, but as a student, as 
‘one student speaking to another, for I protest 
that I am still a student of architecture and hope 
to remain one to the end of my days. 

I should like to remind you of what no doubt 
you are already fully convinced in your own hearts, 
that the future of English architecture lies with 
you. Yours it is, or shortly will be, to guide 
Public taste into the tight channels, to apply the 





Ty ae are few things by which youth is 





logic of design to new methods of construction, 
to solve your problems with unatinted ingenuity, 
to maintain a high standard of conduct in the 
Pursuit of our calling. 

"This reflection, divested of the delightful vai 
glory proper to youth, is sufficiently sobering ; 
Sut sobering though tbe, it need not be paralysing. 
On the contrary the thought is in the highest 
degree inspiring, and there is no more powerful 
aid to the doing of great things than inspiration. 
But inspiration, if it is to be fruitful, must descend 
upon congenial and receptive minds, and having 











entered it must discover not an empty chamber 
but one well equipped, It is to gain the necessary 
equipment that you have become students of 
architecture under the auspices of the Royal 
Institute, 

When I contrast the methods of initiation into 
the mysteries of our crait which it is given to you 
to employ with those vouchsafed to your fore- 
runners, I am filled with envy and admiration, 
You have the help of experienced te: 
have “excellent appliances, and an  inspiriting 
sprit de corps ; you are able, with » sense of 
leisure, to devote your days through « series of 
years to the study of our art, But how was it in 
the old times ? ‘There were then no schools save 
that of the Royal Academy, unless we take into 
account a number of Schools of Art in which, 
however, architecture was not fully understood, 
‘The young architect then learnt his art in an 
office, supplementing it in some cases by attend- 
ing classes in the evening where they were avail- 
able, or snatching reluctant leave from his daily 
duties torattend scturee ia the daytime, If they 
were within his reach, But these supplementary 
opportunities for acquiring theoretical knowledge 
were confined to a very few large towns, and 
among such opportunities stands out most con- 
spicuously the Architectural Association, ‘This is 
not the occasion to dwell on the admirable work 
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of that institution ; what is germane to the subject 
is that its work was done in the evening after 
office work was over. 

It is true that among the young architects 
struggling to teach themselves there were a few 
fortunate and gifted individuals who entered the 
Academy School or even travelled as far as the 
Ecole des Beaux Arts at Paris, But they were 
lucky youths, and they are yet thus far hicky in 
themselves, that the fragrance of those happy 
slays. still elings to them in their advancing years, 
and is occasionally distilled upon their friends, 

‘The old haphazard way of learning to be an 
architect has been replaced by a regular course 
of study, but its effect on the public mind appears 
not yet fo have passed away ; for too often do we 
find that members of the public, and in particular 
public bodies, are under the impression that no 
great amount of training is necessary for an 
architect, that anyone whose training is remotely 
allied to architecture, or, for the matter of that, 
who has had hardly ‘any’ training at all, is com- 
petent to carry out architectural work. “They do 
not realise that in the old days the study was as 
severe, albeit not so well regulated as it is in the 
present, 

But that there is a great deal more which goes 
to the making of an architect than that which 
appears upon the surface is sufficiently proved 
by the number and variety of the prizes and 
studentships which are offered for competition 
by the Institute. I am sorry to ace that this year 
full advantage has not been taken of the oppor 
tunities so offered. ‘The number of competitors 
has been small, and some of the work submitted 
has not been of merit enough to justify the award. 
‘The Essay Prize has not been awarded, nor the 
Pugin Studentship, nor the Grissell Medal, 
‘These prizes are for work which affects education 
in different directions. ‘The essay tests the 
writer’s knowledge of his subject and his ability 
to convey that knowledge in an agreeable manne 
in other words, it tests his literary skill, It is a 
pity that some of the younger architects do not 
cultivate a literary style, for so few of us seem 
able to rise above the level of the graces of the 
specification that the road to distinction in this 
direction is but little obstructed and seems to 
invite more traffic. 

‘The decline of the Pugin Studentship is equally 
to be deplored, and is yet more strange. For 
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the work submitted in competition need not be 
specially prepared, but may be the student’s own 
sketches made on his holidays and the outcome 
of his recreations. Sketching and measuring old 
work is in itself a delightful occupation, apart 
altogether from its educational value, and that this 
pleasure should be neglected, with the opportunity 
it offers of gaining a substantial and, of old, much- 
coveted prize, seems passing strange. ‘The list 
of names of the Pugin students shows how often 
this prize has been one of the early steps towards 
fame, 

‘The Grissell Gold Medal takes us into « more 
prosaic atmosphere, but one no less vital to the 
architect, for a knowledge of practical design and 
construction is one of the most essential items in 
his equipment, 

What are the reasons for the falling-off in 
candidates this year ? One is said to be the fact 
that students are now so fully occupied in the work 
of the schools as to haye no leisure for competing 
for the admirable prizes of the Institute, If this 
be the chief reason a remedy may easily be found 
by co-operation between the Institute and the 
schools. The study and the prizes can no doubt 
be co-ordinated. But I have heard that there may 
be another reason : that students are impatient 
at the long course of study necessary to master the 
art of architecture as now conceived ; that they 
have visions of a new style free from the shackles 
and conventions of the past ; that they think they 
can strike out a new line of their own. Painters 
have done it, why not architects? But can you 
draw leviathan with a hook? ‘The leviathan 
of architecture with the hook of intuitive know- 
ledge? I will return to the question in a few 
minutes, 

Phe students of to-day have every facility 
offered them for acquiring their art, the students 
of yesterday had but few ; and yet the latter have 
done excellent work. It is up to you, ladies and 
gentlemen, to show that with easier access to 
the workshop the work shall be no less original 
in conception, no less varied in its manifestations, 
no less sound in its execution, ‘To ensure this 
‘you will find it necessary, while thankful for these 
‘new opportunities for learning, not to be entirely 
content with them. ‘The doctrine of contentment 
is an admirable one. Contentment is a good 
substitute for riches, contentment is indeed a 
great gain. But there is a divine discontent which 
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urges its victim to go beyond the limits which 
circumstances seem to have ordained for him, 
‘To leave the good for the better, and while holding 
on to the better to grasp at the unattainable best. 
All this training, and in particular all these 
examinations which test the efficacy of the training, 
are not the end itself, they are but the means to 
the end. It is delightful to be taught, to have the 
understanding fed by kind and competent hands, 
but knowledge acquired by oneself is even more 
abiding than that which is imparted by an 
instructor. What we acquire through our own 
acumen and our own proper exertions is more 
highly prized than what flls into our laps ehrough 
the kindness of friends. And therefore to supple- 
ment what you learn with the help of others, by 





something which you learn through your own. 





native insight, is greatly to enhance the value of 
your equipment, ‘This tcquisition of independent 
knowledge cannot be better achieved than by 
sketching old work on the one hand, and watching 
new work in process of construction on the other. 
From the one occupation can be learnt how clever 
men have done their work in the past ; from the 
other can be derived the illuminating knowledge 
not only of how that which is familiar to us on 
paper is translated into permanent, practicable 
shape, but also of the restraint imposed by stub- 
horn facts upon our transcendent imaginations. 
Imagination is one of the most enviable posses- 
sions of the artist, who may also conceivably be 
aan architect ; imagination can lift him from earth 
to heaven. But for heaven's sake, and for earth's 
sake too, do not imagine that a new style of archi- 
tecture can be invented even by the most gifted 
student in the full flush of his intuitive perceptions. 
We are all prone to wish that it could be so, and 
some, maybe, think it actually possible ; but all 
history teaches the contrary. Wherever we look 
we find that changes have been gradual, whether we 
i itecture, or mankind, or the universe 
itself. Violent upheavals there have been in the 
framework of the earth, but their range has been 
limited and they have not changed the essential 
development of the great globe. Violent upheavals 
have occurred among mankind, but they have not 
permanently affected the orderly processes which 
control its fate, 
In architecture no violent upheaval has occurred. 
‘The most distinct change to which it has been 
subjected is that which we call the Renaissance, 
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when Gothic architecture was superseded by the 
revived classic. But even that change was not 
entirely abrupt. ‘To take our own case here in 
England, where there was no other tradition than 
the Gothic: more than a hundred years elapsed 
between the invasion of the new classic detail, in 
the shape of Torrigiano's tomb for Henry VI. in 
Westminster Abbey, and the erection of the first 
building absolutely free from all trace of Gothic 
ancestry, in the shape of Inigo Jones's Banqueting 
House at Whitehall. But these very examples are 
subject to reservations. For the recumbent figures 
of Torrigiano’s Italian tomb are still those of the 
Gothic tradition. Foreigner though he was, and 
imbued with foreign ideas, he was unable to free 
himself wholly from the influence of his new 
surroundings. Inigo Jones himself, in his early 
work, made use of traditional methods of design, 
and although he ignored them in later years, his 
contemporaries were unable to do so, but still 
succumbed to the spell of the past, What the 
giants of old could not do, the giants of to-day, even 
the youngest, can hardly hope to achieve: the 
inevitable conditions of architectural design are 
too stubborn, 

If you want to see two distinct styles side by side, 
net as to belong to two different worlds of 
habit and thought, go to Hampton Court and com- 
pare the old parts of the building with Wren's 
work, Two products of the same race of men could 
hardly be more dissimilar ; and yet a whole series 
of Buildings could be masbaled in chronological 
order, covering the century and a half which lie 
between Henry VIII, and’ William’ ITT, wherein 
the changes that led from one style to the other ean 
he traced step by step. 

One of the greatest charms of a work of art is 
the absence of any visible effort in its production. 
‘The most touching music, the most restful pictures, 
the most captivating style in literature, all possess 
this quality of ease, and so it is with architecture. 
‘The most delightful buildings are wholly unself- 
conscious, they almost seem to have grown of 
themselves, their special features are there because 
they are Wanted, and not because the designer 
wanted to introduce them. One of the greatest foes 
of art is affectation—and affectation is the offspring 
6f conscious effort. ‘There are many forms of 
affectation, and there is an affectation of omission 
as well as of commission. No new style in archi- 
tecture or painting or any other art has a chance of 


195 





























JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS 


life which is a mere negation of what has hitherto 
been accepted as being in itself beautiful or as 
Tending beauty. Such negation is ony a form of 
affectation ; the discarding of all ancient methods 
of adornment entails a visible effort i 
indication of self-consciousness. Qualities such as 
these have never yet been found in fine architecture, 

In the present day it is not difficult for novelties, 
even indefensible novelties, to. obtain a vogue, 
especially if possession can be obtained of one of the 
thousand cars of the Press. But such success is 
never long-lived, and least ofall ist likely to endure 
in architecture, for that subject is far too grave and 
solid in its nature to admit of tricks, 

‘After all, architectural expression is controlled by 
the circumstances of its time, In the Middle Ages 
circumstances changed slowly and so did archi- 
tectural style, but with the awakening of activity at 
the Renaissance the change was more marked, ‘The 
new classic gradually established itself and has held 
the field ever since, save for the brief incursion of 
the Gothic revival, which eventually succumbed to 
the force of circumstances, since it became manifest 
that Gothic forms were out of harmony with the 
demands of modern convenience except in ecclesi~ 
astical buildings. It may be hoped that the battle 


Of the styles, which raged during a large part of last 


century, is over, and that we may alll march peace- 


fully together towards the same end and under the 
same banner, just as our forefathers did in ancient 
days. 

Tam convinced that we shall better advance our 
art by pushing forward in the same direction that 
‘our predecessors took, and towards which they have 
turned our faces, than by making excursions into 
the uncharted wilderness on either hand. But I 
‘speak from beneath a certain weight of years; you 
have all the resilience of youth, Long may you 
retain it! Long may you be able to join in the old 
students’ song = 

Gaudeamus igitur, juvenes dum sumus, 
aptly, albeit unconsciously, translated by Sir 
‘Anthony Absolute into “ Youth's a season made 
for joy.” So itis, joy in following one’s own ben 
joy in contemning advice ; joy in inventing new 
styles of architecture. But remember withal Keats's 
fleeting picture of 

Joy, with hand ever at his lips, 

Bidding adiec 
And when the exuberance of youth shall have 
gone, and you begin to look back upon the past, 
rather than forward to the future, may you be eon= 
scious that you have always striven after those 
qualities of fine architecture which shine through 
all the incrustations of changing styles—propor- 
tion, gracefulness, and masterly case, 


Vote of Thanks to the President 


MR. E. J. PARTRIDGE (President of the Society. 
of Architects) ; T have the honour to propose a hearty 
Vote of thanks to the President for the very interesting 
address that he has delivered to the students, {am 
Sure not one of the students present will regard his 
remarks as in any way preaching, but will look upon 
them rather as helpful counsel from one student to 
another; and what T have to say will, I hope, be 
accepted in the same spirit, 

Reference has een made to the competitions and 
prizes, both by the President and by Mr. Fletcher,* and 
[is greatly to be deplored that they are not entered 
into with more enthusiasm than at present they appear 
to be, The Society of Architects offers also valuable 
prizes, and they are suffering, in some measure, from 
The same paucity of competitors. But I do urge the 
stadents to regard these competitions and prizes ag 
Yaluable adjuncts and steps in thet education. ‘They 
fire not to be regarded merely for the material benefit 
of recei ‘edallion or a cheque; if that were so 

— ~® See page 312. 
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the benefit would only be conferred on the winner. 
Everyone who competes benefits by reason of the 
educational value derived therefrom, and I ask the 
students, as the President of the Institute has done, to 
take greater interest in them. 

‘When we consider what the architect has to do in 
general practice, it seems rather surprising that any 
man should be an architect at all, 1 think that if some 
of us in our youth had fully realised it we should 
probably have'adopted somé other method of earning 
a livelihood. Each man in his time plays many parts, 
but I venture to think that the architect plays a greater 
‘umber of parts than the men in any other profession, 
He has first to know his business. or profession as 
an architect, to have artistic feeling and complete 
knowledge of construction as-a builder, sometimes ax 

hhe has to have the gift of interpreting 

fact, in many respects he has to be a 

Tawyer. He has to be a workman at times, and one of 
his greatest adjuncts, T think, is tact. ‘That, perhaps, 
cannot be taught, but it can be cultivated. : 
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VOTE OF THANKS 


‘The President has also advised students to sketch 
and measure old buildings, and to inspect, as far as 
possible, works in course of construction "and with 
that advice I heartily agree. But I also commend to 
the very serious and carefull attancon of smadents the 
advisability of inspecting buildings which are in course 
of alteration ; do not neglect that, because methods of 
construction are revealed which at the present time may 
be obsolete. They will find such inspection full of 
instruction, and of use in their general career. Failures 
are bound to come, as they come to all of us, but you 
should not be discouraged by failures; let them rather 
be stepping-stones to higher things, and if they prove 
so our efforts will not have been in vain. I haye the 
Areatet pleasure in proposing a vote of thanks to our 

resident for his instructive and interesting address. 

SIR ROBERT BLAIR (Education Officer, L.C.C,) : 
Ie is ‘wit ‘very great pleasure that sécond the 
vote of thanks. I have listened with the greatest 
interest both to what the President id’ in his 
address and. afterwards 10 the criticisms of Mr. 
Fletcher, ‘There were some points in both that struct 
me, as one acquainted with the educational system, 
London at all events, as somewhat strange. One was 
that you had not enough good candidates for your 
prizes and awards, It would be rash of me to venture 
‘on any suggestions as to the reasons for that. 1 was 
thankful to-hear Me, Fletcher say that a Commitee 
vras bury at work making inquiries into the causes for 
such a dearth of good candidates. I'do not think that 
is true of every profession, although, of course, there 
is in every profession a dearth of really good candidates 
right at the top. ‘There was another topic on which 



































the President dwelt and on which I would like to say 
a word, because its applicable far beyond the sphere 
of architecture. The President did not put it quite so 
briefly as this, but what he said was, build on the 
past,” Now, it docs not matter whether you are 
dealing with architectare—at least, that is my experi- 
ence—or with education, and I daresay it is the same 
with any other profession—you must not get too far 
ahead of your public. I can understand a man pro- 
ducing a building, on the Embankment perhaps—we 
will say on the House of Commons side, so that nobody 
can say I am dealing with the County Couneil building, 
and you can imagaine everyone saying, "Ah! if T 
had been able to build a great building that is exactly 
what should have built.” It is there that you have 
got your genius, because he fas groped what the 
people of his generation want, and he has been able to 
express for them what they were not able to express 
for themselves. T ean, on the other hand, imagine a 
man producing a building of a magnificent character, 
4 building that fifty centuries hence would greatly 
please the people of that day, but which is so. far 
ahead of the present generation that no one under- 
stood what the architect was trying to do and to 
express, L take it that you must not in architecture, 
any more than in education, get too far in front of 
your public, ‘The rman who’ can interpret, in cither 
the on: or the other, exactly the spirit of his age, and 











espreas it, either in’a building or in an educational 
scheme, or in a great legislative measure—the man 
‘who can do that is the genius of his day. 

lvhave very great pleasure in seconding this vote of 
thanks, 
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THE FINE ARTS COMMISSION 


The Fine Arts Commission 
R. J. ALFRED GOTCH, F 





BY THE PRESIDENT, 


HE setting up by the Government of a Fine 
I Arts Commission fulfills the long-cherished 
desires of architects, and in particular 
those of the Royal Institute, Indeed, it so happened 
that the Council at its meeting which occurred 
after the Government had made its decision but 
before that decision was publicly announced, had 
before it a motion urging the Government to do 
that which in effect it had already accomplished. 
"The Commission is purely advisoryin its capacity. 
It has no authority to interfere in any projected 
scheme, no power to compel acceptance of its views. 
But presumably, when public authori 
\dvice they will be prepared to receive its sugges- 
tions with sympathy, and to accept them with 
gratitude, Its advisory nature is one of its chief 
Virtues, for in matters of taste, at any rate, we are 
not, as'a nation, yet ripe for bureaucratic control. 
‘The functions of the Commission are limited to 
matters of public concern. Its advice can be sought 
by the Government or any authority of standing on 
the location of Statues, fountains or monuments in 
public squares and upon the selection of models for 
statues, fountains and monuments, or on any 
artistic question in the open air, such as elevations 
of buildings, town-planning and landscape garden- 
ing in public par 
‘The composition of the Commission appears to 
be apt in relation to its functions, Architecture, 
sculpture, painting and landscape gardening are all 
represented, and the cultured public have two 
laymen of acknowledged experience in such matters 
as exponents of their points of view. It is quite 
fitting that architecture should be more fully repre- 
sented than the other arts, for the problems which 























‘The membersappointed on the Commission were 
in The Times of 24 January as follows :—"' The 
chairman, for sound reasons, must always be a layma 
and in Lord Crawford and Balcarres the choice has 
fallen upon the best layman to be found, an expert in 
many forms of art and a man of experience in public 
life and the artistic world. One other member must be 
a layman. Lord Curzon of Kedleston, as a Trustee of 

nal Gallery, and notable for his munificence 
Il in preserving ancient buildings, will receive 
the public confidence, Four of the nine members are 
architects : Sir Aston Webb, P.R.A., Sir Reginald 
Blomfield, R.A., Sir Edwin Lutyens, R.A., and Mr, 
Alfred J. Gotch: And here it must be observed with 
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will have to be dealt with will be largely archi- 
tectural in their essence, 

‘The Commission has not yet met, and therefore 
hhas not considered the details of its functions nor 
any questions of policy ; but it may with safety be 
surmised that it will proceed with caution and tact, 
and that its advice, founded on wide experience and 
cultivated taste, will command the respect and 
acquiescence of those who consult it. ‘That its 
formation will at once banish all the public eye- 
sores which offend our susceptibilities is, of course, 
impossible ; but it will put a check upon them in 
future. Its influence will become visible before long 
and will gradually tend to establish a higher 
standard of public taste. ‘The mere fact of its 
creation shows that the public are willing to be 
guided further along the path of sesthetic percep- 
tion upon which their feet are already, although 
perhaps as yet somewhat falteringly, placed. 

‘The members of the Commission are not to 
receive any payment, but their travelling expenses 
are to be charged to the public purse. ‘They are to 
be nine in number and they will all remain in 
office for three years, after which two members will 
retire every year. ‘The Commission itself will sub- 
mit to the King the names suggested for election or 
re-election. ‘They will have power to add one or 
more to their number, and to co-opt members or 
appoint a special committee for the study of any 
special problem, Tee 

‘The duties will be neither light nor easy of per- 
formance, and those who undertake them will be 
greatly assisted in their task by the knowledge that 
they have the confidence and support ofthe Royal 

institute, 

















‘afcio, members, Sir Aston Webb happens to be 
president of the Royal Academy ; Mr. Gotch happens, 
at present, to be president of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects ; but it is not on that account that 
they are nominated by the King. ‘The  remaininy 
members of the Commission are to be a painter + in 
the first appointment, Mr. D. ¥. Cameron, RA. ; a 
sculptor, Sir George Frampton, RA. ; and alandscape 
architect, Mr. T. H. Mawson, president of the Town. 
Planning Institute. . . J 
i ‘The cost to the State of this unpaid body will be 
2,000 a year, to cover office expenses, travelling 
expenses, and the salary ofa secretary. ae 
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The Traditions 








R. PRESIDENT and Gentlemen,—It is 
Mee: over twenty years since I was. privi- 
leged to attend a mecting of this Insti- 
tute, and I think the last occasion was one on 
which the late Sir Lawrence Alma ‘Tadema pro- 
pounded a riddle about Sir Hethert Beerbohm 
‘Tree in the part of Ulysses. ‘That was in the year 
we gave Mr, Kim the gold medal, To any who 
attended meetings twenty years ago these reminis- 
cences may serve to give an indication of my 
Since then my lot has. been cast in 
pleasant places, where the Victorian theory of life 



























still echoes agreeably, despite strident asseverations 
as to our being in the very van of progress. ‘The 
wise among us over there rejoice to live “in the 


North, where time holds holiday, where old and 
new battle upon the border of the world,” for the 
very interest of such a situ: 
I find myself here to-night in a double capacity 
first, as a member of this great and ever-growing 
Institute; and, secondly, as a representative of my 














professional brethren in the Dominion of C 
Prodigal son or visiting brother, it is in virtue of 
your interest in the ach nents of my C 
confrores that I have this honour of addres 
you, and if you find me a bit of a rebel the 
Find me a bit of a traitor, 20 I am likely to hang 
in any case. As a representative I cut but a poor 
figure, lacking that glorious uurance which 
inspires so many of my Canadian brethren in their 
several ways of design, for I confess myself a victim 
thought in archi- 

tecture: tionist thorn in the flesh alike of 
pious anglomaniacs, savage modernists, paga 
latinists and commercial stylemongers, Perh: 
the happiest augury for the future of C 
architecture is that these several cults are prof 
with such exuberant fervour—a sign of life. 
reactions of time, and of a rigorous climate, can be 
relied on to re-discover for us general tradition, 
Now, one cannot be at all sure that writing or 
talking about architecture is of any value except 
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Built 1787, demolished 1885. 
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Now demolished Quevillon School, ¢, 183 
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ARCHITECTURE IN CANADA 


as writing and talking, and there being no doubt 
whatever that architecture is made to be seen 
rather than to be heard about, an exhibition of 
‘one hundred examples of building in Canada has 
been provided. For this we have to thank McGill 
University for the illustrations of work from the 
French and the Georgian periods, the Canadian 
Pacific Railway in the case of most of the Victorian 
‘examples, and for photographs of work designed 
and executed by Canadian offices since 1900, the 
architects concerned, who most willingly "and 
kindly provided what was asked of them. ‘The col- 
lection will, I trust, be found representative of 
Canadian architecture. Many of the most im- 
portant buildings in Canada are not illustrated for 
the reason that they are not the work of Canadian 
offices. Many common, and. therefore charac- 
teristic, types of house, church, office, store and 
mill are ignored in this collection on the ground 
that, by no stretch of the imagination—not even 
the application of an undiluted Crocean ssthetic 
doctrine—can these things rank as works of art. 
What is shown in this little exhibition is meant 
as fair samples of our varied best. 

It is perhaps not necessary to embark on a 
critique of the ugly to justify a claim to your 
Rratitude for not unduly stressing our work from 
the third quarter of the nineteenth century in 
this exhibition, 

Much of what is shown must appear strange to 
the English eye, and strangeness as an element of 
charm has very discreet limits. ‘The remarks 
which follow are in 
mentary to this exhibition, in the hope that c 
here may thereby find themselves in a better 
position to extend that sympathetic understanding 
of our problems which might be the beginning of 
an appreciation of our efforts, 

Previous to the cession in. 1763, French Canada 
had a well-established tradition in rouble building, 
with shingle, and later with sheet tin roofing. 
Strange to say, the French never evolved a log 
architecture in Canada, and their clapboard and 
framing was an adaptation of New England 
methods, founded on prototypes evolved between 
the Thames and the Channel, where the typical 
English forests of oak ever gave way to pine. ‘The 
French-Canadian steeples have always had dis- 
tinctive character, and the earlier ones are char- 
acterised by simplicity of composition, combined 
with extraordinary grace, ‘The French window 












(casement, opening in) has been adhered to with 
# tenacity almost as great as that bestowed upon 
language and religion, and only of late years has 
its supremacy been challenged by the mullioned 
ranges of casements, and the sliding sash, respec. 
tive heritages of the English Gothic and Classic 
traditions, But by far the most characterist 

feature of old French building craft in Canada is 
the exaggerated bellcast designed for shade and 
shelter andl an essentially bad snow form. Perhaps 
its grace has been sufficient justifeation, It ie 
dead ; but it has died hard. 

Just after the end of the French régime there 
was a school of crafts established at St. Joachim 
‘on the north shore of the St. Lawrence, below 
Quebec. ‘There, among other things, iron latches, 
ocks and cockspurs were made with distinct signs 
of Gothic method—the only trace of natural, 
traditional, unrevived Gothic culture I know of 
i ica, Again, from about 1800 to 1825, one 
Quevillon established a school of design’ and 
craft at St. Vincent de Paul, near Montreal, and 
much of the quaint and interesting work in the 
Way of pulpits and altar pieces in French-Canadian 
churches is to be ascribed to his school, which at 
‘one time numbered about one hundred appren- 
tices. 

Until a century ago there were two well estab- 
lished traditions in Eastern Canada, with French 
and English origins, both curi 
the contemporary work in the cities of the Baltic. 
‘The English tradition was, of course, closely alli 
to that of New England. These traditions, i 
herited from the France of the Louis and the Eng- 
land of the Georges, were partly ameliorated by 
climate and partly by the use of that greatest of 
all timbers, now. well-nigh squandered out of 
existence, white pine. But these semi-indi 
traditions are no more, for to build in the good 
old ways is now become desperately expensive, 
and that part of the goodness which was craftsrma 
ship is quite unattainable, In Halifax and St, 
John, Quebec, Montreal and Kingston there are 
buildings from the design of men trained in’ the 
offices of Adams and Cockerel, who came to Canada 
as civil officials attached to naval and engineers’ 
services. Their works are equal in delicaty and 
grace—and, I may add, in stability—to anything of 
the kind in England, But such treasures are in a 
sad way, and public interest in their preservation 
is as yet non-existent, A survey of the older 
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architecture is now begun by the students of the 
Department of Architecture at McGill, while the 
Province of Quebec Association of Architects has 
a scholarship for travel and study of old French 
work. ‘These are poor expedients when public 
pride is lacking. 

Such things, belonging to an era that has passed, 
exceed 1n grace and accomplishment anything done 
since in Canada, Here and there, up to 1860, a 
little work in the older manner was still occurring, 
but a grander scale soon supervened, bringing 
with it a somewhat vulgarised taste in detail. 
‘Thereafter the most virulent phase of “* American 
Victorianism ” had a vogue. Some fine square 
houses were built about this time, with better 
detail outside than in, but the vernacular taste 
became wholly corrupted, and the use of galvanised 
iron for feigned stonework made all things possible. 
By 1880 people were no longer building so large 
the cyele of economy in scale had set in; but prod 
gality in the use of pine and oak were still manifest. 
By 1900 rapidly rising prices and the depletion of 
the supplies of the better qualities of timber had 
inaugurated an era of condensed planning and in- 
ferior construction, Craftsmanship disappeared. 

Some time about the fifth year of this century, 
Thad the pleasure of showing Mr. Salm, the Dutch 
architect, the charms of Montreal in midwinter, 
and it befell that we satus down ina then farnous 
hostelry before a mighty jig-saw doorway, mani- 
footing in sundry navural and grained woods, with 
some gilding, an inarticulate volley of broken 
pediments and chamfered whatnots, “ Why did 



























he make it so ugly?" asked my friend ; and agai 
and again, “ But why did he make it so ugh 
‘And then, after a long pause, finding me still 





discreet, he grabbed me by the thigh in enlighten- 
ment, and chirruped, know I know! Because 
the could not make it any uglier!" After that we 
went slumming, and he was charmed with some 
of the gracious and dignified simplicities of a 
gone day, mote particularly several buildings since 
demolished. 

‘The horrors into which the Neo-Greck tradition 
in Canada degenerated, after a good start, laid 
open the way for Gothic revivalism, even in its 
cerudest forms, as a welcome relief. ‘This was in 
turn supplanted by the robust American Roman- 
esque of Richardson during the last twenty years 
of the century, only to be superseded by a second 
phase of Gothic, which to Mr. Goodhue, 
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rather than the Tudor originals, for inspiration 
Our medizvalism is thus seen to be both artificial 
and exotic in its inspiration. It has been most 
successful when least scholarly, as in the case of 
the choir in St. Patrick's Church, Montreal, 
Which material and climatic considerations joi 
with a vaguely felt tradition to embody a noble 
scale and sensitive proportions. 

In 1903 Messrs. McKim, Meade & White, of 
New York, designed the head office of the Bank of 
Montreal in that city ; in 1918 Messrs. Sproatt & 
Rolph, of Toronto, built Hart House, ‘Toronto 
University—the first an affair of rarified classic 
taste, the second a matter of mullions, timber 
roofs and tender, textured rouble masonry. 











Hee oe work is often indistinguishable from 





e's ; Sproatt almost uses plates of measured 
wk as working drawings, albeit with a fine 
selective taste, Each achieved a notable building 
and, a thing rare in our time, a great popular 
success. Neither can claim much originality in 
these buildings, except on the score of the plans, 
both brilliant in their very different ways. But 
only a few, even among architects, apprehend an 
iccomplished plan. I cite these two cases as 
important ‘milestones. McKim ‘has had ‘many 
followers in Canada, and Sproatt leads a devoted 
band. ‘These traditions are incompatible, ‘They 
cannot both represent the right thing in the right 
place when the place is Canada, 

In the ’nineties the Canadian Pacific Railway 
built two hotels, in Quebec and Montreal, and 
labelled the former the “ Chateau Frontenac,” 
Mr. Bruce Price, of Boston, was the architect, and 
they were made French out of compliment to the 
Province, and Old French for the delectation of 
American tourists, who, as the late Sir William Van 
Horne, President of the company, well knew, 
love a romantic setting. Mr. Painter made some 
bold additions to the Frontenac before the War, 
and the Messrs. Maxwell have made still bolder 
ones last year. All have drawn freely on the 
Loire. When the Grand Trunk was becoming 
a transcontinental railway, it also went into the 
chiteau business and, taking a leaf out of the rival 
railway's book, instigated the design of a notable 
pile, “the Chateau Laurier," at Ottawa, also 
making heavy draughts upon the Loire. A’ chain 
of “* chiteaux "has been embarked upon by both 

ilway companies, In the Canadian language 
* chateau” now means railway hotel. 
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ARCHITECTURE IN CANADA 


A corollary of Confederation in 1867 was the 
erection of the Houses of Parliament at Ottawa, 
and in 1917 the main building was burned. Fuller, 
who had been concerned with the State House at 
Albany, was the architect, and his manner showed 
the influence of the Ruskin, Street, Butterfield 
and Nesfield School. 

‘The design for reconstruction was put in the 
hands of John Pearson, of Toronto, and Joseph 
Marchand, of Montreal—the first a Yorkshireman 
with a sentimental attachment for the “ middle 
flowing,” the latter a French Canadian trained in 
Paris, with a flair for a fine plan, ‘Thus Ottawa 
retains its neo-medizevalism. 

‘The various provincial parliament buildings 
have now all been built fax has her old 
Georgian “ Province Building,” dating from 1811, 
and still the gem of the collection; the New 
Brunswick building at Fredericton ‘is. of little 
interest ; Quebec has her Parliament House in 
the manner of Louis Philippe, tasteless and_ banal 
Toronto possesses in her Legislative Building a 
rare example of " masonry brute mishandled.” 
‘The legislative building at Victoria, B.C., has a 
freer and more graceful character, ‘The. three 
prairie provincial capitals possess parliament 
buildings of more recent date, of the recognised 
State Capitol type, with pedimented porticos and 
central lantern domes. ‘That at Winnipeg, by 
Mr. Frank Simon, is a truly notable achievement, 
in the full dress of European classic culture, 

Office buildings are a highly specialised line in 
What used to be listed as ‘* Yankee notions,” and 
many thoroughly effective examples have been 
built in Canada both by American architects and 
Canadians, So also with the institutional work 


























and. collegiate -buildings, the American models 
have, for the most part, been followed, with their 
good and bad points evenly accentuated. 

Standardization is the vice of Americans ; 
‘one town becomes like another throughout the 
States of the Union and, by an infection which 
there is no possibility of avoiding and no use in 
denying, throughout the provinces of Canada as 
well, ‘The older towns still have the bouquet and 
savour of individuality. Halifax and St. John 
retain their rugged silhouettes on ridge and crag ; 
Quebec her discreet fronts on narrow and precipi- 
tous lanes, with dainty spires wherever a church 
may cling upon her slopes; Montreal the dis- 
ordered picturesqueness of a lingerit 
century civilisation at odds with modern commer- 
cialism ; Kingston her forts and her palladian 
facades; and London (in the bush) her shaded 
avenues of elms. 

‘The smaller towns of Ontario still retain a 
certain charm due toa not over-accelerated develop 
ment, But the cities of Ontario, and the cities 
and towns of the plains, are American, with certain 
very American standard features such as uscless 
but elegantly designed columnar porticoes to the 
banks, and useless and ill-designed Gothic towers 
upon the churches ; and where educational institu- 
tions of ahy importance occur, a display of colle 
ginte stage setting, mullions and buttresses and 
parapets all turned out by the yard, with a singular 
Jack of all that Mr. Prior would understand as of 
the Gothic spirit, Now, in the Eastern States of 
the Union, the demure and legitimate classic 
inherited as a real tradition from Georgian times 
is able to achieve solutions for all manner of colle- 
giate problems, and cheaply too. 




















(To be continued.) 
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Review of the Designs and Drawings 
submitted for the Prizes and Studentships, 1924. 


BY HENRY M. 





HEN our late Pre Nn 
\ N of asking me to criticize the works submitted 
for the Prizes and Studentships of 1924, my 

mind was full of the delights of the task. Criticism 
has been described as "the adventures of a soul 
among masterpieces,” and although the achievement 
of masterpieces. may hardly be expected amon; 
students’ designs save once or twice, perhaps, in a half- 
century, who could tell that this might not prove 
itself one of the golden years? It would be unfair, 
1s well as foolishly rash, t6 say that none of those whose 
work we see to-night has it in him to achieve a master- 

iece one day. ‘There have been great men of all 
Finds, late developing, whoee early attempta bore litle 
promise of their maturer fulfilment, and among 
architects there are those whose genius, like « fowl’s 
gizzard, needs something grittier than an imaginary 
Programme to stir it into effective working. And 
there is this to be said for this year’s competi 
they have competed. ‘Two of them, 
Owen Jones Studer and the’ Grissell Medal, 
competed against nol but that was not their 
fault—they put their fortunes to the teat. Vs 

No, it is niot a golden year, and the task of criticism 
offers’ few delights. Six ‘entries for the Soane 
Medallion, the most famous and fame-bestowing 
architectural prize in the kingdom, with a subject to 
tempt the most soaring imagination, In this case 1 
am se to say that the competi 
80 few, has been of a quality to admit the 
of the medallion, 

Four for the Pugin Studentship, but no award, 

‘Three for the Essay Medal, no aware 

One for the Owen Jones Studentship, which is 
awarded, 

‘One for the Grissell Medal, no award. 

For the Arthur Cates Prize, no entries, 

Teis a melancholy list, and needs careful considera 
tion by the Institute, the Schools of Architecture and 
ail who ere interested. in. architectural. education, 
whether as administrators, masters or learners, Before 

ing on to these larger questions, let us discuss in 
Total the works we have before ust % 

‘The subject of the Soane Medallion is the Design 
for an Anglican Cathedral Church. With the intent 
of putting all competitors on an equal footing and 
of securing that no man should be handicapped by 
ignorance of ecclesiastical, as distinguished from 
religious, needs, and that all should be judged by their 
power of combining and grouping a number of pre- 






































FLETCHER [F'] 


determined elements and of imagining a vast religious 
building, the conditions were worked out with unusual 
care and preciseness. Some of the competitors seem 
fo bave failed, partiy from inexperience and. partly 
from the difficulty of designing to the small scale of 
16 feet to the inch, to realize how vast their own con- 
ceptions were, and have made the individual parts 
0 large that in execution they would dwarf the scale 
of the whole. Of all the niceties of design this is the 
most difficult to attain, and the most vital, If the 
details of u small building are applied to a large, the 
details, and therefore the building, will look petty + 
if the scale of the details is too greatly enlarged, the 
apparent size of the building will be diminished. "The 
roblem ia to hit the mean, and where St, Peter's has 
jailed, what wonder if others come short of success ? 
‘The medallion has been won by the author of the 
design labelled ** England,” Mr, J, Scott Kelsall, who 
L hope, allow me to congratulate him heartily on 
hievement. This is the only design conceived 
in an approximately orthodox Gothic manner—there 
is a remarkable diversity of manner in the six sets— 
and it should at once be made clear that it was no 
predilection in favour of Gothic which led the jury 
to place this one first. "This might indeed be inferred 
from their names. Tt was no question of a style, in 
the historical meaning of the word, but rather’ of 
“style,” in its iesthetic significance. He has oute 
sped his rivals by a maturity of outlook, an easy 
spaciousness of handling, without extravagance, in his 
lay-out, « consideration of the needs of Anglican as 
‘opposed to Roman ritual, and above all by a certain 
buildableness which implies thought given to effect 
in execution as well as on paper. Ail the designs show, 
naturally enough, the influence of certain origins ; in 
connection with ‘this one, may I breathe the word 









































serpool 

‘The scale is bold ; the central aisle, or main nave 
and choir, is 56 ft. wide and 128 ft. high. ‘There is 
no central crossing, for the great vault is cartied un= 
broken from end to end as at Bourges, In place of 
transepts, as at Exeter, are two comparatively low 
towers, treated internally as double returns of the 
arcade of the side aisles, in which, by a happy solution 
of the instructions, the minor ‘chapels are placed. 
‘There is a cloister, rather tamely conceived, but at 
any rate of sufficiently generous dimensions, the garth 
measuring 80 ft. by 90, and round this the requisite 
rooms are excellently disposed. ‘The feeling of the 
whole is as English as the pseudonym. In spite of the 
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great height there is an insistence on length and 
horizontality, broken, where it is broken, by sturdy 
sq ‘masses rather than spires. The English 
tradition has been followed even into the rabbit-hutch 
western doors. ‘The west front is the least successful 
part of the building, with its rose window enclosed in 
A square, and not too well fitted into the space that 
contains it, ‘The plan shows that this front would be 
Tess flat than, owing to some hesitation in its conception 
and its draughtsmanship, it appears to be, Pure line 
is one thing, and pure rendering another ; penumbra 
lacks the advantages of either. Another point for 
criticism is the want of space between the vault and 
the roof-covering, which on the general drawing 
amounts to only 3 ft. On the detail drawing this 
heen increased to 5 ft., but the author would be 
advised to leave more room for structural necessities. 
"These are minor points ; taking r view, the 
building is finely grouped and consistently carried out. 
It is not a parish church enlarged, but a cathedral, 
conceived on the cathedral scale, 

‘A few words about the unsuccessful designs, 
“ Dean's” work shows power in the simplicity of his 
‘reat yaulted naye, and knowledge and refinement in 
his rather American version of pure Ttalian detail, and 
his draughtsmanship is delightful, But he has surely 
misjudged the scale. He has built walls up 
to 120 ft,, and then destroyed all sense of stability 
and monumental effect by advancing the lower thi 
9 ft, in front of the upper part, His windows are 
20 ft, by 48, which without tracery is intolerable and 
would altogether dwarf his building. ‘The largest 
windows in St, Peter's are about 12 ft. by 20, just one 
quarter of the size, and those of St. Paul’s 10 ft. by 
22! He has collected his sacristies and other rooms 
ingeniously round the apse, with excellent effect in the 
grouping, but hus failed to keep the scale 
rent, What should be the noblest part of his 
exterior takes on a domestic look. With random 
medizeval grouping this might pass, or even be counted. 
a charm, but in the severe type of design which he has 
adopted the result is unhuppy. 

“Phoenix has imagination and a sense of uni 
and has used them to pl oe fantasia on Gothi 
has pursued the single idea of verticality tenacious] 
and consistently through every part of his cathedral, 
and visually the result is fascinating, But alas, he 
is no constructor, One glance at that soaring tower, 
tra ft. high, balanced over the centre of a vault 
56 ft. square’ and 128 ft. up in the air, fills the soul 
With terror, ‘That same square vault, too, cries 
aloud for transepts, which do not exist, In a word, 
‘is imagination, real enough, is a8 yet rather pictorial 
than architectural. Let him school himself by hard 
‘work to think structurally, and he may go far. 

“Seep,” again, has mistaken the scale, and the 
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dimensions as well, as may be seen by comparing the 
actual size of his plan with that of all the others, and 
has given us a metropolitan, nota diocesan, cathedral, 
‘The size of the nave was stated as 15,000 square feet, 
His, including the dome, which ritually is a part of the 
nave, contains over 31,000. His plan, with its 18 
chapels, is purely Roman, and his church would be 
pitch dark in England, Perhaps he designed it for 
Central Africa or Australin, where the sun is said to 
shine, ‘The frieze round the base of his dome consists 
of life-size figures, but he has forgotten that they are 
150 ft. from the pavement, ‘There is a laudable 
simplicity and restraint about his design, both outside 
and in, but he must anchor himself more firmly to the 
rock of reality. 

"La Trinité" has made an attempt at the frank 
expression. of ferro-concrete construction, with a 

lan recalling the southern French type seen at 
Perigucux, ‘Influenced perhaps by the dread of 
modern craftsmanship so naively expressed in hi 

marginal notes, he has shown us the bare bones, 
and bare bones are apt to be rather dry. There is 
‘some dignity in his big domed nave, but it is spoilt by 
the arcaded screen to his chapels, which repeats on a 
very small scale the main motif of his nave wall. 
Puppies and kittens are charming creatures, but out of 
place in cathedral design, And really,’ a cloister 
garth aa ft, wide will not do. 

*" Lampsacus ” must learn to simplify and eliminate. 
He has brought together too many different things 
under and outside of one roof, His plan, with ranks of 
chapels flanking the aisles, is Roman, ' His external 
cornices are used for a certain distance, then forgotten, 
and picked up again some hundreds of feet away. His 
aisle walls are topped by a colonnade without apparent 
provocation, Internally, the piers of his dome break 
‘out into stripes which ate confined to that area. His 
belfry tower, which was asked for by the conditions, 
is crushed by the scale of his dome, which was not. 
He has failed to realize that in the classic type of design 
there is no solemnity without repose. 

For the Pugin Travelling Studentship four sets of 
drawings were submitted, but the jury with great 
egret decided that none reached a standa 

ismanship and analytical study to justify the 
awarding of the Studentship. Competitors who wish 
to form a notion of what such a standard would be 
may be referred to the work of the last Pugin Student, 
Mr. Newton ‘Thorpe, shown on the 

Mr. Hampton seems to have paid little attention 
to the note that the Council attach special value to 
perspective sketches done on the spot. The early 
ornament in his measured drawings is set out geometri- 
cally with a regularity which is, to say the least, 
‘unusual, and his elaborate sections and elevations of 
Long Melford church are unaccompanied by any 
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plan. He has found an interesting and little explored 
subject in the old bells which he has drawn. 

Mr, MeMorran has shown good taste i 
of subjects, but not enough thoroughness i 
Northleach Church is drawn with few ensions 
and no diagonals, and an exhaustive analytical study 
of the porch would have been more valuable to himself 
and us than slighter drawings of the whole church. 
His sheet of full-size details is too crowded to be 
readable, 

Mr. Price has missed the point in the other direction, 
having sent hardly anything but pictorial pen-and-ink 
sketches of buildings, most of which have 2 curious 
tendency to lean to the right. 

Mr. Messent, again, sends measured drawings of 
Salle Church, but does not appear to have troubled 
about diagonal dimensions. He has dotted the lines 
of the porch-vaulting on his ground plan and left it 
at that, He has drawn the curious arcading over the 
Bridewell door at Norwich, but given no hint of its 
construction or materials. 

In general, the competitors for this prize have rather 
devoted themselves to the ex! of mediseval 
work than burrowed into its true inwardness and 
anatomy. 

‘The Owen Jones Travelling Studentship has been 
awarded to Mr. Sexton on the strength of a beautiful 
set of atudies of old colour work, mainly from the 
Norfolk rood screens. His draughtsmanship and 
colour-sense and feeling for the character of mediseval 
colour decoration are yery sensitive. It is disappoint- 
ing to find that these studies have not borne better 
fruit in his original scheme for the decoration of a 
Guild Room for Craftsman, His architecture is 
unattractive, with small windows dwarfed by immense 
architrayes, and the strong blue of the walls would 
kill the frieze subject-panel which should be the focus 

ention. ‘The general effect of the ceiling decora- 
inclines to the muddy, in spite of the many colours 

‘compose it. If he will meditate not on the 
Is but on the principles of the old decorators 
with whose work he has such warm sympathy, I am 
sure he has it in hit to surpass his present effort. 

‘The one design sent in for the Grissell Gold Medal, 
by“ Orient," receives no award. The steelwork has 
been scattered with a lavish hand. The floor 
littered with stanchions to earry shafting, which mij 
have been slung from the roof, and the main entrance 
is blocked by a central line of these same stanchions. 
‘The tower contains 14 stanchions in a space 23 ft. 
square. ‘The roof trusses are too heavy, tension 
members being made of the same section as compres- 
sion, ‘The connection of reinforcement between the 
concrete piles and the raft floor does not exist. ‘The 
access to the motor garage is impossible. ‘The design 
of the centre tower and the lettering of the owner's 
name it is only kind to pass over in silence. 
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‘The Ashpitel Prize, awarded to the student who 
pect with highest’ distinction in the  inuvute 
ination for the year, goes to Mr, Eustace Button, 
of the Royal West of England Academy School of 
Architecture. It is good news that not only Mr. 
Button but also the most recently established school 
should have started so early on a career of honours. 
‘The winner of the R.LB.A. Silver Medal for Post- 
Graduate Students of recognised schools is Miss 
Isabel Chambers, of the Architectural Associ 
She must be tired of hearing the comment that this 





the first time that such and such distinction has been 
do it once 





won by 4 woman, but must forgive me 
more, After all, each of these events is 










‘The Essay Silver Medal is not awarded, ‘Three 









essays were submitted, on ‘* ‘The Defence of the Small 
Classic Church," by *” North Point,” The Economic 
Design of Sanitary Appliances and Fittings for Hous- 





ing Schemes," by “Tum Est,” and“ Modern Bank 
Design and Construction,” by *Fortezza,”” The advice 
to competitors says: " The facts should be logically 
marshalled and presented clearly in terse and idiomatic 
English.” ‘The jury found little evidence that thi 
been considered. “ North Point " was eager in hi 
defence of the small classic church, but showed little 
research and considerable incoherence, ** Tuum Est” 
Was too slight on sanitary appliances, a subject, in any 
tase, of doubtful suitability, and displayed far toy 
much interest in his own wrangles with local 
authorities and the D. .* Fortezza" on banks 
i and well-indexed, but lacked a sense 
of proportion, treating essentials and unimportant 
deals at equal Tength and laying down the law on 
‘questions of taste, which should be left to individual 
architects, His style has been largely formed on 
specifications.“ Same" is not a good synonym for 
and “* may advantageously be utilised,” in place 

of may well be used,” is neither terse, idiomatic, nor 
English. Indeed, the literary quality of all three 
‘essays was $0 poor as to be almost non-existent—or 
even what Carlyle used to call ‘a frightful minus 





















quantity.”” Competitors for this prize should note that 
“Essays submitted must not have been previously 
published.” This warning seems to have been dis- 











regarded by “ Tuum Est,” who states that, for his 
illustrations, he had special blocks made to a reduced 
size. He forgets to state, what is the fact, that these 
blocks are actually prepared for publication, and the 
text of the essay can be seen printed on the hack af 
them. 

It is clear from the unsatisfactory state of these 
competitions that something is wrong somewhere, and 
Ttake it that the duty of a critic is not only to comment 
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REVIEW OF THE PRIZES AND STUDENTSHIPS 


on the individual work submitted, but also, and perhaps 
even more urgently, if the occasion calls for it, to 
discuss the conditions under which these prizes’ are 
competed for and awarded. 

What, then, are the causes of this apparent lack of 
interest ? Is the whole rising generation of architects 
wanting in ambition? If so, as Alexander Selkirk 
said of the beasts in his solitude, 





“ ‘Their tameness is shocking to me," 


But I do not for a moment believe it, On the contrary, 
I believe, and all my experience as a member of the 
Board of Education confirms the belief, that there is a 
feat, even an unusual, vitality and enthusiasm for 
architecture in the present generation of students. 
We must look further afield, and drop, if we were 
inclined to take it up, the notion so comforting to the 
middle aged, that the. younger men do not work a3 
hard or as keenly as they themselves did, for it will 
not fit the facts. 

‘The main cause appears to be the immense change 
Which has come over the whole system of architectural 
‘education in this country since the last century. "These 
prizes and studentships were founded to suit the old 
system of private pupilage, and they do not suit the 
present day, ‘The ‘school courses, which in the 
principal schools extend to five years, are so absorbiny 
that they leave no time for the prolonged extra wor 
led for by such competitions as the Soane and the 
ite. It is difficult to see, though’ it should be 
inquired into, whether these competitions could be in 
any way incorporated into the work of the schools with 
fairness to students who are outside the schools, and 
without destroying the spirit of individual initiative 
which it was ‘he intention of the founders to foster. 
tis true that they are open to competitors long after 
the achool age, indeed upto 30,35 andl 4o—but it muat 
be remembered that architectural education nowadays 
ceotails a rather prolonged drain upon the resources of 
parents, and it cannot be called money-grubbing if 




















students feel it their duty, in return for this, to set 
about earning their own living with as little delay as 
possible. It may be, too, that some of the students! 
are hampered with conditions which make them less 
attractive now than in former times and in different 
circumstances, Possibly there is a fashion—we are 
all subjects to changes of fashion—for standing aside 
from Institute competitions. If so, it is time the 
fashion were changed again, and—shall we say 
more intelligent fashion set up inits place, Or, again, 
the whole thing may be one of the obscure consequences 
of the war, which will tend to correct itself if and 
When the world comes right side up. 

‘The position is difficult, and has to be faced, It 
would be a calamity if these prizes, which in the past 
have been contended for by the most distinguished 
throughout many generations of English architec 
were to fall into disuse. I have endeavoured to poi 
‘out some of the reasons for the present slump, to 
diagnose the symptoms of the disease, but the. pre- 
scription of the remedy calls for the careful investisgi- 
tion of many facts, and the collaboration of all those, 
‘or representatives of all those, who care about architec~ 
tural education, ‘The Board of Architectural Educa 
tion has appointed a committee capable, by its 
constitution, of looking at the matter from every point 
of view, It will be their job to look at it very hard, 
and to consider whether the difficulty is temporary or 
permanent, whether or no alterations should be made 
in the schools or the prizes or both in order to bring 
students and prizes nearer together, what accretions 
time has made to the original intentions or constitutions 
of these prizes, and what alterations, if alterations are 
desirable, can be made in the trusts oF deeds of founda~ 
tion, remembering that the prime intention of the 
founders was that these prizes should be awarded in 
perpetuity, and that any condition which hinders this 
Prime intention, even if expressed in the most legal 
of legal phrases, is an encumbrance, to be got rid of to 
the utmost that the law allows. We look to them to 
restore the ancient lustre to these historical contests. 
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The Protection of English Church Buildings 


BY HUBERT C, CORLETTE [F], O.B.E, 


for the Protection of Churches, with an 
account also of the Diocesan Advisory Com- 
mitices and their work, is interesting reading, It is 
encouraging. As the Archbishop of Canterbury says 
in his prefatory letter, * nothing could be better than 
that a report should he forthwith publihed showin 
the work which has been done.” And he adds, with 
what is a truly wise and comprehensive outlook, the 
endéavours of the Central and Diocesan Committees 
“will be of the highest value in the historical, the 
architectural, and the ecclesiastical fields.” If it is 
pa le to say that this report is encouraging, it may 
¢ equally reasonable to add that the scheme in prin- 
ciple should be encouraged in some financial way by 
the Royal Institute of British Architects. ‘To be con- 
sistent we should surely aid this effort to preserve 
the fabrics of our truly national buildings. If, as a 
representative body, we subscribe to save the works of 
Wren in the Italian manner we admire, we should 
also do s0 to save those we reverence and for which 
we thank William the Englishman, William of Wyke- 
ham, Richard the Second, and Hugh of Lincoln, If 
these men helped to make our English architectural 
traditions, we should preserve what they made, main- 
tain what they bequeathed, and pass on to future 
generations what we have received from them. 

“The body of the Report is presented in five sections, 
which refer to the origin and growth of the Advisory 
Committees ; results of experience ; examples of 
‘what has been accomplished ; finance ; and 
dises.” 1 had almost written Appendices, 
pethaps, that would be (oo antiquarian ! 

‘Of these last there are ten, Among them it is pos- 
sible to discover much of the substance of what i 
done; and it may be some suggestions will be 
missible as I proceed to consider what they report. 

Tm the first appendix the constitution of the Central 
Committee is explained. It is important, because it 
touches questions discussedin the Report, issuedin 1921, 
by the Ancient Monuments Advisory Committee, ‘The 
part of this latter Report to which I refer is concerned 
with Ecclesiastical and Secular Buildings in use. Of 
these the former are my present concern in examin- 
ing the Report for 1923 of the Central Committee now 
in being, For brevity it will be best to keep these 
reporting bodies distinct by referring to the one as the 
‘Advisory Committee, that set up by Lord Crawford 
as HM. First Commissioner of Works, and to the 
other as the Central Committee, the one now at work 
lunder the guidance and supervision of the Arch- 
bishops of Canterbury and York... In the latter itis 
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cs ae Report for 1923 of the Central Committee 


























clear there is no dual control because there is unity of 
mind in aim. ‘The aim is the general co-ordination of 
‘effort in the 37 English dioceses, of which 31 already 
have Diocesan Committees at work, What is their 
work? ‘They are to advise the Che 
diocese if and when asked to do so by 
where a Sealy is required or where work is proposed 
for which a faculty may not be necessary. ‘These 
committees are often consulted in udvance by those 
many Chancellors who have approved the scheme, 
‘The function of the committees is to assist the Chan- 
cellor’s Court “in architectural, archeological, his- 
torical, and artistic matters relating to churches as to 
which faculties are sought.” Ina word, the central ad- 
ministrative control has developed asa practical need out 
oflocal initiative. Ithasbeena process of natural growth. 
Bodies in being, if they are to co-operate effectively 
‘over wide areas, require a head, a central government, 
or advisory body, if reasonable co-ordination is to 
develop. ‘The sense of organisation displayed is 
sound. It is Primitive, and it is Apostolic, in the 
Brincple that has been applied.” Apostes were ist 
placed in a position of collective authority, collegiate 
direction, to mi ister to the whole Church under their 
supreme Head. ‘Then the diaconate appeared to meet 
& practical need. And afterwards, for similar reasons 
of practical organisation, ina body that was, and is, 
an organism, and not merely an organisation, after: 
wards the episcopate developed as a local, a diocesan, 
and not a universal, ministry. We may then accept 
the evidence of a principle of growth in these pro- 
ceedings. ‘They began by authority duly exercised, 
and it certainly looks as if they would prosper under 
authority respected. For, apart from ‘other points, 
these Diocesan Committees are not to trespass outside 
their province. ‘That province I have indicated by 
refering to their specific functions. Bur the province 
of civil law rests with the Chancellors in performing 
their civic duty as servants of the Crown, 

‘The Central Committee, by its constitution, in the 
second appendix, " shull”—-not may—shall refer tech. 
nical questions to specially qualified persons, even 
though they be not members of the committee." ‘T 
is surely another indication of a wise division of respons 
sibility. Irresponsible opinions are eliminated whe 
matters involving a. speci jing and 
question. If we look now to the third appendix, it i 
evident from the composition of the several Diocesan 
Committees that the same constitutional principle is 

minds co-operate to support one 
qualities, and powers ate to be 







































aim; special gift 
brought into action and effective use. Is not this a 
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recognition, again, of an Apostolic injunction? A 
diversity of gifts is recognised ; the vocation, calling, 
meter, or special " mystery,” of different ‘men is 
applied ; differing, but not indifferent, minds co- 
operate to aid one aim and one authority—an 
authority which is not, must not, and cannot be, 
But the Central Committee is not so strong 
as it could be in some ways. It is certainly very 
Clerical. Iv is possibly well stocked with ability of the 
historian and antiquarian kind. In what manner are 
the arts regarded ? Certainly not as well as in the 
is, On these committees many 
qualities and capacities are brought together, and. the 
rts are not neglected. Of nearly all of these this is 
true. With the Central Committee it is different, 
On it there are some fifty-five members, including 
three co-opted, who represent twenty-eight dioceses, 
Of the total members only about eight are recognisable 
as having some special qualification which would 
enable them to represent the arts in relation to archzeo- 
logical or historical matters. It is true that the Central 
Committee "shall refer dificult technica! questions” 
cially qualified men “not members of the Com- 
‘But, without the aid of any specially qualified 
opinion, they will decide which are easy and which are 
dificult’ technical. questions. ‘They ‘may, and pre- 
sumably. wil, decide these scemingly exty questions 
without advice, and as easily make difficulties for those 
who, hater, might wish such easy mistakes had not been 
made, It is a danger easily to be remedied, 

‘The fourth appendix gives, in full, the form of 
notice used in the Bristol Diocese showing the pro- 
cedure to be observed concerning the “issue of 
faculties for alterations to fabric and| fittings of 
churches." If this is to be taken as an indi 
the method followed in other cases, we may detect signs 
‘of a healthy change in the right direction, ‘There is 
formal procedure which will involve delay, because 
reference to the Parochial Church Council, the Dio- 
cesan Committee, and the Chancellor's Court is 
quired. But this delay, if at times irksome, should 
make it impossible to commit serious mistakes. And 
the reference to the local Council, and the Committee 
Acting for the diocese in general, will also serve to 

ow how far, at times, it is possible for a Chancellor's 
nurt to reach decisions which, when not on strict 





















































































points of law, may be unwise and well out of date, A 
growing opinion on matters architectural, and there 
fore artistic, archeological, and historical, can, by the 


Procedure indicated, make itself felt both in the parish 
and diocese, and eventually, if desired, before the 
Central Committee, A subdivision of ‘the Central 
‘Committee's work is not provided. But some kind 
of Provincial Committee may be needed to decen- 
tralise its advisory control. As a, presumably, model 
form of diocesan procedute this Bristol notice seems 








wise, It shows that not legal reference to the,Chan- 
cellor's Court alone is contemplated, For it will con- 
sider “all matters of art affecting churches and 
churehyards.” With any truly representative, and 
able, technical advisers on these committees we should 
soon feel some security ayainst the slack toleration 
‘hich has accepted intolertble standards of design and 
Craftsmanship in 80 many modern Church buildings 
Within ten years the catalogued, advertised, and, at 
‘one time, lucrative trade in * Church art” should be 
rendered innocuous by being relegated to the place 
Where Dante was shown by Virgil so many other 
plagues and parasites. 

In Appendixes 5 and 6.we find a brief report of work 
done by the Canterbury and Chelmsford Advisory 
Committees, ‘They show what definite, and valuable, 
work is being done. To this subject of function 
and action I shall refer again later. Appendix 
4 Memorandum on Bells agceed between the Society 
for the Protection of Ancient Buildings and th 
Central Council of Church Bellringers in 1923. 
issued with a covering letter from the Central Com- 
mittee to all Diocesan Committees. wit 
mendation that "no additions or alter 
of bells or their hangings should be made 
the advice of a Diocesan Committee, It 
to add a clause to the memorandum saying that no 
removal of an old pre- or post-Reformation bell should 
be permitted without special reasons, nor without pro- 
viding for the way it shall be cared for after removal, 
Such a removal is not provided for. And to illustrate 
the need for doing so an incident of my experic 
tay he worth noting for the benefit of the Worcester 
Diocesan Committee. A very beautiful pre-Reforma- 
tion bell, about 2 feet 6 inches high, was removed from 
an old church in the city of Worcester. It was notin 
any sense “ preserved as a valuable and interest 
work of the past.” For, a few years ago, 1 foun 
sitting in the middle of a builder's yard in Worcester, 

rounded by all kinds of tackle, heaps of derelict 
building rubbish, in deep rank grass and every sign 
of culpable neglect, It may be that the observa- 
tions it was possible for me to make at the time drew 
sufficient attention to. thin precious relic. But it 
would be well if the committee concerned made some 
inquiries. 

ppendix 8 is a note issued by the Canterbury Com- 
mittee on the “ Care of Monumental Brasses andl other 
Memorials.” Like other parts of the Central Com- 
mittee’s Report, as a whole, we can feel in this appendix 
the value of that personal, intimate, well-informed 
sympathy with the work that is being done by those 
responsible for carrying it on, ‘There is no frozen 
ffeil touch, ‘The efi sind itelf ia softened, 
humanised, made flexible, by contact with the arts: 
"This is to be felt distinctly exhibited in the fine attitude 
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of disinterested, educated enthusiasm in which H.M. 
Office of Works is approaching its duties under the 
Ancient Monuments Act, 1913. 

“The church towers of Somerset are the subject of 
note issued by the Bath and Wells Committee and 
printed as Appendix g. It could not have been prepared 
Except by the assistance of some skilled adviser. For 
is unusual to find, as we do here, a piece of sound 
advice against the common forms of pointing old 
masonry which are constantly to be seen on, and are 
wholly unsuited to, old or, it may be added, new 
buildings. 

"The care of church plate is considered in the last 
Appendix. It is a timely reminder. And it shows 
that in the authority from whom it came, the Director 
‘of the Victoria and Albert Museum, all enthusiasts 
who seck to preserve our national treasures are sym- 
pathetically supported by an equal degree of keenness, 
for which the whole staff of the Museum is to be 
thanked and for which they deserve the gratitude of all. 
‘They are an official department with a welcome un 
official manner of attacking the extraordinary diversity 
of subjects and things related to the arts in their care. 
If we turn back to Appendix 6, wesee a case in which 
this reminder has no doubt had effect. An old Com- 
munion cup and cover was for sale as the private 
property of a lady. On its bow! was an inscription 
showing it had belonged to an Essex parish. A mem- 
ber of the Chelmsford Committee intervened, and it 
was purchased and returned to its place in the church 
where it should always have remained. 

‘A question naturally arises now. It is this. Asa 
consequence of experience have any general conclusions 
about procedure, results, or principles been dis 
Covered by those responsible for the direction of the 
‘movement under discussion as a whole? They have. 
Where purely modern work is concerned it is found that 
better work is now being done than in the past. The 
standard of new work placed in old churches has 
already been raised, Care is taken to avoid injury to 
‘old work, and the new work done is of a character to 
harmonise with the old. But nothing is to be added 
which can be mistaken for ancient work and so to 
falsify history. It is admitted that additions to the 
work of a living architect should be executed under 
supervision. And a wide latitude for artistic experi 
‘ment is considered permissible in modern buildings, 
‘subject to some limit being placed on eccentric 
Dull ‘and lifeless efforts to work in some more or less 
traditional forms of the “ commercial" or “* sept 
‘variety are not encouraged. And it is recognised that 
there it .d- must be, a distinction between these and 
others which aim at carrying on @ great tradition in 
Some ving and vital endeavour, Prejudice for, or 
Seainst, this or that particular "style" is not ‘en 
Gouraged, But there 18 a desire “to. rely on those 
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broad principles common to all the great artistic 
periods.” ‘This being so, there is every reason to 
hope that a rapid improvement in the character of 
modern Church buildings, and in the manner of 
treating old buildings, will be seen in the near future, 
And this expectation’ may well be extended to the 
furniture, fittings, and decoration to be found in the 
buildings themselves; for the report indicates a 
healthy view in these directions. As one instance we 
may observe that the use of colour, " bright colour,"* 
or a white wall, as a" groundwork for decoration,” is 
something to be desired. 

Thave «welt at some length on this report because 
of its obvious value; and, also, because the work 
heing done by the Central and Diocesan Committees 
should be as widely recognised as possible. ‘That there 
is more work to be done in preserving what remains 
every architect knows only too well. And it is much 
to feel that we can have some real confidence about the 
‘way in which it may be carried out. It is delicate, 
responsible, absorbing, and unprofitable work, the 
care and repair of old buildings. None but enthusiasts 
full of a reverent ability, and a wide range of thought, 
Knowledge, and sympathy, can do it well. It calls 
for antiquanan cepect, architectural resource, and 
historical reserve. It is always an adventure, alittle 
of adanger, and sometimes a delight. But it can never 
be done without regret—regret for lost traditional 
skill; regret for a restorer's folly ; regret, and some 
righteous indignation, to observe the result of blind 
ignorance and neglect in evidences of ruthless destruc 
tion and the wreckage of decay. I have already 
ferred to a derelict bell of mediaval days lost t0 ki 
ledge in an open space in the centre of the city of 
Worcester, If an invitation were sent to all members 
of the RILBA. asking for information sbout old 
Buildings, furniture, or fitings, which should be 
placed at the disposal of the various committees, i 
would proba fil police: eer 

After reviewing the position revealed by the Repo! 
af the Central Commitee for“ the Proton of oer 
English Churches,” let me turn for one moment to 
“Phe Report of ‘the Ancient Monuments Advisory 
Committee” issued in 1921. This latter report states 
that “the faculty system gives a legal protection to 
all Parish Churches in the kingdom,” But it was not 
aware of “‘any legal protection for the Cathed¢al 

Churches." “And it went on to say thit if no satis- 
factory scheme for that protection was brought into 
‘operation by the Church authorities, * provision should 
be made for the protection of these buildings by an 
appropriate extension of the powers of the Ancient 
Monuments Act." The report of the Central Com= 
mittee shows that adequate provision has, it seems, 
been made. We may therefore conclude that no 
extension of powers by an amending Bill will be 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


required. The same Advisory Committee referred, 
also, to the idea of a Fine Arts Commission.” ‘That 
‘Commission is now an operating factor. “And it can; 
its constitution, advise if invited, on various matters, 
jeluding those ‘relating to ancient monuments. It 
may, in time, become, in some sense, not a Court, but 
a Committee of Final Appeal on many subjects con- 
cerning the welfare of the “Fine” and “ Allied 











Arts. Tt-might, in fact, be extended in principle so as 
to be of use as & central advisory committee on such 
subjects for the whole of the Empire as well as the 
United Kingdom. Other committees similarly con- 
stituted might in time come, voluntarily, into being, 
ready to unite with its aims and objects, in local 
national, provincial, or municipal centres where such 
action was likely to meet a practical need. 


Correspondence 


ELECTION TO THE FELLOWSHIP. 
15 St Jamar Row, hifi 
17 January 1924 
To the Editor, JouRNAL R.1.B.A.,— me 

Dear Stn,—It caused me the very gravest regret to 
hear it stated at the Special General Meeting on 
7 January that the Council consider the examination 
of the dawings submitted by applicants for electior 
to the Fellowship to bea farce,” and that the election 
to the Fellowship from the Associateship is now 
* purely automatic." 

1 am old enough to remember the time when the 
Fellowship was regarded, both in the profession and 
out of it, as the hall mark of the profession, Clients 
treated it with deference, and it carried great weight in 
Courts of Law. It is no longer entitled to be so 
regarded ; indeed, it is in grave danger of becoming 
father a degradation than a distinction, and many of 
the Associates so regard it. 

‘There is nothing now to prevent a man being elected 
to the Fellowship who has been in practice for seven 
years in a remote country village under the title of 
architect and surveyor, whose business has been 
restricted entirely to surveyors’ work, and who has 
never carried out any architectural work at all; no 
working drawings or other proof of executed works 
being required from him. It is precisely this type of 

architect ” who will apply most readily for ** pro- 
motion," and the Associate who is worth his salt will 
he still more inclined to stick to the qualification 
which at least carries the hall mark of examination, 
tunless or until the Council tell us that this examination 
is also a “ farce.” —Yours faithfully, 

Cis. B. Focktox [F.. 
_fWith regard to. Mr, Flockton’s fetter the Secretary 

Tr may be as well to point out that this election to the 
Fellowship is confined to Associates who have qualified 
by examination, that before they ure nominated for elec- 
tion they must have satisfied the Council that they hive 

engaged as principals for at least seven successive 
years in the practice of architecture, that they must be 
Proposed by three Fellows who from personal knowledge 
ff the candidates and their works recommend them for 
lection, that they must have sttisfied the Council as to 
their fitness and qualifications, and that they must have 
run the gauntlet of all the other safeguards provided for 
in Bye-Law 8.) 











‘THE INSTITUTE (BUSINESS) MEETINGS. 
To the Faitor, Jounxat. RIBA.— 

Sit.—In his letter published in your issue of January 
12th Mr. Morris deplores the fact. that“ important 
matters of principle affecting the prestige of the Institute 
‘can he settled by a majority of two on a yore of 60 members 
‘out of an electorate of more than 3,009." 

If.a series of General Elections came to be contested 
in this country concerning the respective merits of 
pyjamas and nightshirts ay the correct sleeping. att 
for true patriots, itis really doubtful whether the enfran- 
chised public could be expected to rush forwards and 
‘backwards to and from the polling booths for an indefinite 
period in order to record their views. In like manner, 
it may be questioned whether the majority of the younger 
Associates of the Institute will ever be induced to attend 
wusiness meetings at the R.I B.A. whilst such matters as 
jloring threaten to form a recurring basis of discussion. 
If existing conditions are to be perpetuated in the future, 
the whole time of the Institute may easily be occupied 
in debating resolutions prohibiting the wearing of horn- 
rimmed spectacles by Licentiates or deploring the pxp- 
fanity of spats among Probationers. 

‘At the particular business meeting where Mr, Mortis 
noticed “an acrimonious, and at times undignified, tone 
of debate—quite alien to the spirit of former years,” 26 
“Associates were present and 2,326 Associates stayed away. 

‘Ata previous general business meeting held at 8 p.m. 
‘on December 3rd last, two Associates were present, and 
2,350 Associates stayed away. On this occasion the 
total attendance of members was 10 (including five mem- 
hers of the Council), and the proceedings terminated at 
8.15 pam. 

Mr. Morris ‘suggests that some change of system in 
recording votes is worthy of consideration. ‘The present 
position is that 958 Fellows are represented on the Council 
by not less than 18 Fellows; 2,252 Associates are repre- 
sented by not more than six Associates: whilst 1,402 
Ticentiates are not represented nt all. And the com- 
position of the Standing Committees is on a very similar 
scale. 

fit is agreed that « Utopian ideal will be attained when 
2,330 Associates attend a general business mecting and 
only two stay away, the question of uniforms for archi- 
tects may be safely relegated to that date, for according 
to the best modem authorities no clothes at all will be 
necessary in Utopia. 

In the meantime several important problems await 
solution, but adequate expression of the ideals of the 
younger members of the profession on. any of these 

under the existing 
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Constitution of the Institute, which is « sheer anachro- 
ism, 

If the younger Associates of the Institute were repre- 
sented in proportion to their numbers and vocations on 
the Committees of the Institute, there would be no time 
for interminable discussions on matters of costume. 
General business meetings might last _more than 1 
minutes and be attended by more than to members. 
‘The Grisiell Medal and Prize might attract more 
than one candidate out of the whole British Empire. 
And, even then, Mr, Morris might still notice a tone of 
debate quite alien to the spirit of former years, ‘The tone 
ff debate under such conditions might, for example, be 
W little more virile, which does not mean that it need be 
Any Tea dignified Yours faithfully, 

.R. Jetey (4.) 












CASEMENT OR SASH WINDOWS. 


1 Jamar, 1924. 
To the Ft, JOURN. RBA. — * 

‘Dean Sin,-May the Yorkshire sash window (or what- 
ever other description it is known by) butt into the 
indo conan? me 

or cottages it would appear to have advantages over 
the eter tro pes, I alder onion 
Weights, cords, pulleys, hinges o¢ stays, Tt will not 
Uswn of et blown out. Ie will keep the weather out and 
five much or litle ventilation as desired. It requires a 
hinimum of ironmongery, costs Gite to maintain, and 
an be cleaned more easily from the inside then either 
the casement or the rung sash, Finally, if one may 
Inake a statement about appearance without receiving & 
hail of criticism, it can be made to look like a cottage 
window. Te would thus seem to merit at least further 

westigation. Yours faithfully, J. Grieve (4). 


STRAND-ON-THE-GREEN, CHISWICK. 
To the Editor, JOURNAL, RABA..— 

‘Sm,—Forgive me if I refer agin to the subject of the 
river wall recently rebuilt by the Chiswick Urban District 
Council, 

“The letter from Professor Adshead on this subject 
(published in the Jourwat, R.LLB.A. of 26 January) is, to 
my mind, somewhat misleading. I refer in particular to 
paragraph 5, and the words... . . when the meeting 
took place, only about two feet of the \ipper portion of the 
wall remained to be completed... it is certainly an 
‘bpen question if a brick and stone wall in two heights 
in this position would have been better than a wall 
bbuile entirely of ston 

‘Anyone reading this, and not having seen the wall at 
the time of the meeting, would infer that it was then com: 
pict with, the exception of the parapet and coping : 

it such an inference would be entirely wrong. 

‘As T saw it, the left-hand end of the wall looking from 
the fiver) where the old road fan down into the river a 
ford, was almost complete. ‘The rest of the work tailed 
‘off until at the right-hand end only footings were in anda 
Tength where no work had been done at all, 

Tt was therefore suggested that the work then unbuilt 
or only partly built should be faced with brick, and to 
‘get over the difficulty of the junction between the com- 
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pleted stone facing and the suggested brick facing that a 
flight of steps, leading from the footway to the river, 
should be made separating the two mate 

"These steps would also have served the purpose of 
marking the site of the ancient ford across the river, all 
traces of which were being obliterated by the work in 


progress 

ad te wall Been complete except for about two feat 
at the top, as Professor Adshead states, these suggestions 
‘would plied pulling down the greater part of the 
‘wall facing and would have been absurd. 

"All the suggestions which were made to the Chiswick 
Urban District Council were practical, and they could 
hhave been adopted with a saving of expense. "That they 
were not adopted is reyretable, but that the FULDA, 
‘should have gone out of its way'to approve the finished 
work is even more 40.—Yours faithfully, 

Anriun Wetvonn (4). 



















ROYAL SCOTTISH ACADEMY. 
Ax Op Poow Srunexr mscrmn Puestbent, 
Mr, G, Washington Browne, R'S.A., has recently been 
clected President of the Royal Scottish’ Academy in place 
of Sir J. Lawton Wingate resigned, 

“The new President was born in Glasgow, and received 
his early training there, He afterwards went to London, 
where he served under one or two architects of distinction 
ind in 1878 gained the Pugin ‘Travelling. Stadentship, 
being the first Scotsman to secure the honour. On 
returning to. Scotland he became a partner with Dr. 
Rowand Anderson, and afterwards, by himself, designed 
the Edinburgh Public Library and the Sick Childe 
Hospital, He has made a special study of library plann 
and construction, and besides erecting several libraries 
throughout the country has acted as adviser and assessor 
tolibrary committees. Mr. Browne entered into partners 
‘hip with Mr. J. M. Dick Peddie, and the firm erected a 
considerable number of banks and i ure 
‘buildings. Among the buildings oft with 
which the firm's name is identified are thowe of the 
Buandard Life Assurance Company, in George Street, 
Einburay thea of the Scotia Provident Initio 
tnd of the Scottish Equitable Life Asturance Society. 
both in St. Andrew Square, Edinburgh, 4 

Me. Browne was elected an Associate of the Royal 
Scottish “Academy in 1892, and a member ten yeart 
fr. He designed the Ring Edward: Memorial ap 
Holyrood, which the King unveiled inthe autumn 






























sang HE ROYAL GOLD MEDALIST. 

he announcement at Monday evening's meeti 
that the Council proposed to submit the name cl 
William Richard Lethaby to His Majesty the King us 
a" fit recipient ” of the Royal Gold Medal was received 
‘with an enthusiasm which showed that the selection of 
Mr. Lethaby for the greatest honour which the Insti- 
tute has to offer was a popular one, and indicated that 
his life-long devotion to the service of architecture is 
enerally recognised, 














ALLIED SOCIETIES 


The Library 


Nores ny Mestuens op run Lermatune Comsrree ox 
Racer ACQUISITIONS. 
“These Notes are published without prejudice toa further and 
i more deta ecom | 
ARCHAIC PICTILE REVETMENTS IN SICILY AND. 
MAGNA GRACIA, By E, Douglas Van Buren. 40, 
Lond. tos3. 21s. John Murray, Albemarle Street, 
Tandon, 


“Ths piece of research work by Mra. Van Buren on an acces: 
wt" Greck architeerure-the pitted terraccota applied 
Envetmenta ofthe ey erod put nt Engl neal 
form the work of various foreign archiologitson this mubject 
"There are some ples tthe end which se ily explanatory, 
tht the mont vutable part ofthe Book i its first ba pages deal- 
Ii withthe various sites which contain the material dealt wit 
‘Those are seranged in alphabetical ordse: and contain such 
ior fees the dent af echt ora ot 
pe um), Croton, y Metapontum, 
itheplum Cheugio), Syracure, and erentum { also, perha 
Front letra of al, Selinuns The rest ofthe 
ook consists Of 4 descriptive catalogue of the extant frag- 
tena ving Hn ath ewe, eT where 1 
ound” 

"The applied tereascota work of archaic, Greek temples is « 
subject whieh deserves atention, both for is colour teatment 
tha for fen suggestive design forms, going back most conclu- 
“hey to gn and oni prototypes the oe hand, and 
Feaching out tothe still richer field of Hlllenistic nnd Etruscan 
‘Sac wok onthe oer od re 

rite are in footnotes throughout, an 
worl n appropriately dedicated 10 Paolo Orsi. D.‘T. F. 


A PRACTICAL GUIDE OF PROCEDURE IN THE 
PREPARATION OF ATOWN PLANNING SCHEME. 
Bx Hesber J fakimen. 40: Manchest [tal [A.C 
ton, Lid 
‘Thie litle book, which has an Introduction by Prof. Aber- 
crombie, giver a careful and succinct account of the procedure 
by which'a ‘Town Planning scheme is prepared in accordance 
With the regulations of 29 March roar. Tt is accompanied by 
i diagram intended to assist the individual who is preparing @ 
scheme to see at a glance the various stages and duties con 
feted with uch 4 frepuation The model frm of rsa 
Gons, notices, ete., imued by the Ministry of Health are in- 
eluded? TAS. 


ARCHITETTURA ITALIANA, Anno XVIT. 
his portfolio. contains the monthly. parts Tor r92a of an 
urchitectural periodical published wt Torin illustrating the most 
Important contemporary works of Taian architects at home and 
bond, and interentingt a» giving examples of the prevent trend 
Of design in Teal. Will We 


WAR RELIGIEUX DU Xlle SILCLE EN FRANCE. 
Exile Mile, 

Phe scope of this fascinating, work in indicated in the sub- 
ticle A’ Study on the Origins of the leonogranhs of the Middle 
‘Ages. ‘The learned author of authoritative works on the thir- 
{eenth century and later Middle e traces the growth OF 
the decorntive arts and particularly of sculpture to the parent 
stern in Byzantium and the East, The seed, conveyed mainly 
inthe form of ivories and illuminated MSS., wus conveyed to 
France, where, chiefly through the agency of Cluny, 1 wae 
sown broadcast (o Dlossort with the marvellous luxuriance 
which the adzicale Buren of his work strate, 















































Allied Societies 


LEEDS AND WEST YORKSHIRE 
ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETY. 
ANNUAL DINNER. 

‘Phe annual dinner of the Leeds and West Yorkshire 
Architectural Society, which was held at. the Great Nor 
thern Hotel on ‘Thursday, 24 January this year, took the 
form of a Literary Dinner, 

“Phe President of the Society, Mr. Erie Morley, F.RALBA. 
FS.1,, wan in the chair, und amongst others present were the 
Lord Mayor of Leods (Sir Edwin Airey), Me. J. Alfsed Gotch 
(President of the RLLB.A.), Mr, Lascelles Abercrombie, M.A. 








roteasor of English and Literature at the 
aiversity), Me. A. Hamilton ‘Thompson, M.A,, D.Litt, 
Reader in Medieval History at the Leeds University) 
Reilly, M.A. (Profesor of Architecture at Liverpool 
MA, E-RLBA,, Me W. 
Alban Jones a itt (Vice-Presidents of the 
and West Yorkshire ‘Architectural Society), Mr. W. 
Whitehead (Treasurer), Mr. F. L, Chariton (Secretary), Mr. 
JecgPigster Mir et Wisp, Me. Reey Robiaon, 
ib, Bell, Mr. G.'G. Grundy, Mr. J” A. Greene, and Mr. 
Mideaneaot theie abs received from the 
leasages of regret at their absence were r 
ishop of Bradford, Sic Charles Wilton, M.P., Me, 1. T. 
Buckton, Mr. Arthur Keen (Hon, Secretary RILB.A.), Pro- 


oe 
University), Mr, H. 8, Chorley, 
snd Me. ‘C.K 

















fesor ‘Rothenstein, Mr. lan MacAlister, ‘Sir H.W. 
‘Thompson and others. 
In proposing the toast of" The City of Leeds," Mr.H.S+ 


Chorley [F.] said, with the one exception of Liverpool, 
Leeds had done the best of any provincial town in the 
‘mutter of housing schemes, and that it had in hand one of 
the largest schemes for the wiping out of slums. 

‘The Lord Mayor, in responding, said the general 
public needed to be educated in the value of architects and. 
their undoubted services. ‘There was no reason why. 
‘workshops and factories should not be beautiful and yet at 
the same time quite useful. Slum property, he was afraid, 
had been wrongly looked upon us a neceasity in an in- 
dustrial centre, but mean streets and mean houses resulted 
in mean men and mean women and neglected children. 
Ifonly something could be done to improve our industrial 
centres it would have the effect of enabling our people 10 
live better and purer lives, i 

Professor Lascelles Abercrombie, in_ proposing 
toast of ‘The Literature of Architecture,” sai 
that English architects seemed to, him to set an example 
which members of other arts and professions would do 
Well to follow. What happened to anyone who obtained 
eminence in any of the other arts? As soon as possible 
hhe went to London because he could find there such 
pathering of his fellow prictitioners as they had there that 
hight. ‘That ought not to be so, If they looked at history 
lund civilisation they found towns half and quarter of the 
nize of Leeds—towns like Athens and Florence—had be- 
come centres and capitals of culture because they were 
entirely self-sufficient and self-reliant. ‘That was what 
our English provincial towns should be, 

Tn responding to the toast of "The Literature of Archi- 
tecture,” Mr. J. A. Gotch, President R.LB.A,, said he 
was keenly interested in the part of Professor Aber- 
‘crombie's specch in which he referred to the influence 
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which provincial architects had obtained. Nothing could 
tbe more gratifying from the point of view of architecture 
in general, . Referring to the toast, Mr. Gotch said there 
‘were many books on architecture, but he doubted whether 
the ordinary person would read them for the pure joy of 
reading. Nor was there much greater satisfaction to be 
Tound in a search for architecture in literature, for the 
fact was that the great writers who had obtained the ear 
of the world had had litle or no acquaintance with archi- 
tecture, ‘They had only touched the outskirts of the 
subject, Chaucer, Spenser, Shakespeare, Milton, and 
Coleridge, among others, had given us delightful deserip~ 
tions of houses and rooms, but not from the point of view 
ofthe architect. Possibly, Vietor Hugo had made a more 
complete architectural picture with his descriptions of 
Paris in his great novel of Notre Dame, ‘There was a very 
intimate connection between Ruskin and architecture, but 
his appeal was of the unconscious kind, for he had no 
architectural training and did not know the real funda 
‘mental matters of architectural design, “To write » 
‘about architecture one would haye to be versed in its 
history, its nature, and the logic of its construction, Per 
haps some genius might still arise who, trained. in_archi- 
tecture, might give to the world glowing pictures of urchi- 
tecture full of colour and full of truth. 

In proposing the toast Architecture Pure and Un- 
defiled,” Professor C. H. Reilly [F-) said that archi 
tecture aimed at interpreting in stone and brick, in terms 
of atrength and beauty, every one of the myriad aides of 
our complex civilisation, Its end was nothing. less that 
to give a spiritual meaning. to the material side of life. 
Architects had theoretically in their hands not only a tare 
Share of the present happiness but also the renown to 
future generations of all their Fellow citizens and their 
work, "Tt yas by the buildings they put up more than by 
Snything ese that thee own, er would be judged—just 
as by their buildings they judged all past eras. ‘The 
Georgian buildings of our country towns more than any 
other product of the eighteenth century explained that 
entry to us, What better picture could they stet of the 
ordered i ignified, if slightly 

i il circuses 
‘{ Bath 2. So-with every age and every nation, it got either 
the architecture it deserved or one which was a little better 
ttle worse, He thought if we looked back on the 
twenty years before the war we might say that we got then 
the architecture which we deserved. . ... The Schools of 
Architecture, Professor Reilly continued, had grown into 
reat institutions. In these the new priesthood, which 
Was to make the new post-war architecture, was being 
trained. Let him tell them a little of the enthusiasm of 
its neopliytes, how they were now spendin five years i 
building castle after castle in the air, ever of increas 
difficulty und complexity, how under the stimulus of 
these competitions they were only spending long nights 
in the studios, often sleeping there to catch the ea 
daylight for their colours, but undergoing the severest 
training, whether it was drudgery or not, in the minutie of 
ferro concrete and all other forms of new construction, 

‘in conclusion, Professor Reilly advocated that in Leeds 
and in all cities when prominent buildings were erected 
the local Press should print photographs of them, and 
publish criticisms of their architectural features by well- 
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known architects. ‘Thus, he said, would the mind of the 
iblic be educated to appreciate the necessity of beautiful 

lings in the city streets, , 

Mr. G. 1. Fogsitt (t.], in replying 0 the toast, 
said he thought the ideal of architecture, pure and unde= 
filed, was being realised. "The social progress during the 
lasetwo or three years had been great and at the same time 
the progress of architecture had been great. ‘They all 
kknow a little of the housing schemes, and, although perhaps 
all the buildings that had been put up might not ear out 
the statement, there was a tendency to try and do some= 
thing better than had been done before now they had a 
recognition that better things were desirable, 

Professor ‘Thompson, in proposing the toast of "The 
Architectural Profession," said he had heard more than 
‘once the late Mr. Bodiey lament the departure of the 
our school of architects rom the principles which he 

imself had practised. He regretted that they were de 
signing a new style, that they were not going back still 
to the medizeval work which he so well understood. But, 
after all, what did i¢ really matter if architects worked in 
the spirit in which men like Mr. Bodley—surely one of the 
most individual geniuses of the past century worked ? 
What did it really matter if, while working in a style that 
‘was alien to his own, they worked with his devotion and 
sincerity ? He (the speaker) personally saw in the archi= 
tecture of the present a really true and sincere carrying, 
‘Out of the spirit of the past, One realised that the spirit 
of medieval artists and craftsmen, and of the actists who 
lived in times before thar day, survived in the architecture 
of the present, and therefore in a sincere confidence that 
the present-day architect was working in the spirit in 
which Bodley and his predecessors worked with a sincere 
devotion to the art of the past and a sense of how it can 
bbe applied to the art of the present day. He felt that the 
architecture of to-day had « great future before it, 

Mr. Eric Morley, in reply, said they had had ve 
hard and difficult tines, "Phe artificial spirit of the day 
hhad very nearly engulfed them in its inexorable tide of 

rogress, ‘There were two great forces with which they 

id to deal—beauty and uatility, but they were getting on 
ery welland te future held a right hope forthem, ‘They 
hhad two things on which they could count. “The first was 
that the public were beginning to show n definite interest 
in their work and the second was the progress that had 
been made in architectural education. "They nowt had big 
schools in nearly all of the big cities, ‘These two facts 
meant a great deal. ‘The architect of the future was not 
only going to have the pleasure of working fora discrimic 
nating public but he was also going to be fully trained 
for his job. 

Mr, Butler Wilton (FJ, in proposing the health 
2.Oue Gens,” said: When 1 was decided. to try a 
create a literaty dinner he had no idea fnno 
would raise ruch great interne nat Honovation 

Mr, W. J. Turnbull, responding on bebialf of * Ous 
Garin” aid hat, speaking as builder, real strides 

‘made inthe housing of the people unde: 
diection of Leeda archincu, = People under tha 

‘The proceedings concluded with votes of thanks to M: 
Chariton, the Hon. Secretary of ie roctee 
nd Mr: Butler Witons 7 Pe Sositys Me. Procter 





















































ALLIED SOCIETIES 


‘THE NORTHERN ARCHITECTURAL 
ASSOCIATION. 


ANNUAL DINNER. 


‘The annual dinner of the Northern Architectural 
Association was held at Newcastle on 23 January. 

‘Mr. W. T- Jones, the President of the Association, was in the 
hue’ ‘Deputy Lord Mayor (Dr. R. W. Simpson} and Mrs. 
Simpson, the Sheriff (Mr. A, W. Lambert), Sit ‘Theodore 
‘Monson, Mayor of Durham (Mr. I, Laidler), Mayor of Sun- 
derland (Mr, 'G. 8. Lawson), Mr. A. Robinson (Viee-Chan- 
ellor, University of Durham}, Mr. and Mrs, Cecil Cochrane, 
Mr. Percy Corder and Mrs. Corder, and Mr. J.S.G, Pember= 
ton (President of Council of Durham Colleges), Lieut.-Colonel 

-President of the Northern Architectural 
), Sit Joseph Reed, Councillor J. Carse (President, 
Northern Counties Federaon of Building Trades Eeplover), 
Mr, Stephen Wilkinson (President, York and East Vorkshire 
Architectural Society), Mr. J. A. E. Lofthouse (Chairman, 
ide P, Allen (President, Northern 
y Surveyor Mr.'Thomas Bertram (New= 
‘castle and Tyne District Building Trades Employers’ Asocie- 
tion), Mr. A. E. Brookes. (President, County Surveyors’ 
Association), Mr. and Mrs, J, 7’. Cackett, Mr. and Mri. R 
Burns Dicky Mr. and Mex. CS, Erringron, Mr. G. H. Gray 
(hon. secretary of the Northeen Association) and irs, Gray, 
Mr, J, F. Hi. Checkley (assistant hon, secretary), Mrs, W. M. 
McCulloch, Mr, W. £. Stairmand (Past President, Northern 
Counties Federation of fuilding Trades’ Employers), Prof.J. D. 
‘Wardale, Mr, FN. Weightman, Mr. J. B. Wilkinson (1PM 
Worshipful Company of Plumber), Mr.T. R. Milburn (ex= 
President, Northern Association), and Mr. William Milburn 
(Poe President, N'A), Owing to the rally tik the follow 
ing were unable to be present and forwarded expression» of 
egret: Mr. J. A, Goteh, PR LLB.A,: Mr. F. Jones, President 
ofthe Manchester Society of Architects; Mc E-. Parrie, 
President of the Society of Architects; Mr. Glen’ Dobin, 
President, Liverpool Architectural Association ; the Earl of 
Durham,” Lord: Mayor of Newesstle; Mr. A: Keen, hon. 
secretary, RALB.A,; Mr, Tan McAlister, secretary, RAB, 

In proposing the toast “ Our Guests," Lieut.-Colonel 
G. Reavell said the world, in the’ outlook of the 

chitect, wits divided into three classes ; the client, the 
architect, and the builder ; and they were very jlad that 
ll three were meetinyt on a common platform where they 
could speak as friend to friend. It had been suid that 
thers could beat them in ci 
the Americans could beat them 
teeture, but the domestic architecture of this country was 
acknowledged us being the finest in the world, 

He said there was a time when every well-educated 

lishman considered it part of his education to be able 
to apeaklearnedly onthe syle of architecture of his day, 
sand he hoped that time would come again, 

Mr. Robinson and Mr. Carse responded to the toast. 

In the absence of the Earl of Dutham, Sir ‘Theodore 
Morison, principal of Armstrong College, Newcastle, 
in proposing the toast ‘The Deputy Lord Mayor of 
Newcastle, the Mayors and Corporations of the Province,” 
said he would like to see local patriotism more living and 
iuickening in the affairs of the present day. When he 
Went to Edinburgh he felt envious of the reverent pride 
With which the people there cherished the memories of 
ast worthies and conserved all traces of local history. 
Te was rather scandalous to find how much there was full 



















































‘of interest and worthy of admiration in Neweastle which 
had been allowed to become begrimed and degraded into 
slums. 4 

Referring to a recent address by Colonel Mitchell 
regarding the erection of municipal and other buildings 
on the Town Moor, he said the main aim, it must not be 
forgotten, was the conception of the industrial. city 
beautiful. He hoped the idea would be tackled and that 
it would have the support of the Northern Architectural 
Association, 

Dr. W. Simpson, Deputy Lord Mayor of Neweasile, 
who replied, said that the Corporation would be obliged 
to construct a great thoroughfare from Low Fell, 
head, through Neweastle, to Gosforth, and architects 
could help in making this thoroughfare a great credit 
to the North of England, ‘They hoped to make New~ 
tle the indisputable metropolis of the North, and to 
fink up Tyneside in one great district. 

Councillor Edwin Laidler, Mayor of Durham, and 
Councillor G. 8. Lawson, Mayor of Sunderland, r0- 
sponded, 

Dr. Perey Corder, Vice-Chairman, Armstro 
lege, proposing the toast of “ Architecture,” sa 
were aware, by the traditions of English editcation, 
the practical teaching of fineart was generally carrie 
institutions which had no connection with a univerait 
both the universities and the schools of art undoubtedly 
lost something by this dissociation of their activities, 
‘Armstrong College had broken away from that tradition 
thirty-six years ago by amalgamating with the North of 
England Society for the Promotion of the Fine Arts, which 
‘was founded in 1337, and thereby established a depa 
ment of Fine Art, which had ever since been an integral 
part of the College, and for « considerable period it was 
Unique in the country in that respect. ‘The College was 
thus able to secure continuity of the work formerly 
carried on by Me. William Bell Scott, who, though not 
personally a member of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, 
‘was closely associated with them, 

le would Tike to remind them that « student could now 
take architecture as # subject for the Durham University 
Degree of B.A. In order to do 40 he must take a three 
years’ course, or a diploma course for three years. So far 
as the University was concerned, the machinery was in 
existence, but for some cause or other it had not yet besn 
found possible for any student from the profession either 
to etiter for the degree or diploma course, Tt might be 
that principals found it difficult to exempt youths from 
attendance at their offices, thus making it impossible to 
kzive full time attendance at College, as required by the 

thought the architectural profession 
jecestlon,of young men lesving the 
University at the age of 20 of ar, having completed the 
first half of their training, being, that was, just past the 
stage of the inter R.LB.A, and coming to the architects 
for two years’ part time study, at the end of which the 
young men would hold either the degree of Bachelor 
of Arts with honours in Architecture or the diploma of 
the University in Architecture ; and at the same time, 
having satisfied the requirements of the Royal Institute, 
they would be Associates of the Institute. ‘There were 
the recruits of the architectural profession, and such 
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recruits as a learned profession would have every reason 
fobe proud of. ‘The North-East Coast might well, after 
i few years, find its junior ranks filled with men both with 
BA. and RBA. after their names. He way fully 
aware, however, that in order to effect this the profession 
must submit to a sort of self-denying ordinance, They 
must cease to recruit youths at an carly age, and must 
Advise entrants to take the courso which had been 
approved by the R.I.B.A. and was now made possible 
by. the. co-operation of the Northen Architectural 
Association with Armstrong College. 

"in the city and district he was certain that the work of 
the architects had no reason to fear comparison with the 
men of the past, He could speak more especially of the 
few buildings which were being built at Armetroni: 
College and which form a rather noteworthy group. | Of 
the buildings now rising, first in order of date was the 
Hock designed by Messrs. Cackett and Dick, intended to 
jerve the most essential purpose of a University Club, 
‘And no one could fail to admire the beautiful Art School, 
the work of Mr, W. H. Knowles, a distinguished member 
Gr ahe Northern Society. Adjoining was the School of 
‘Agriculture, designed by Mr. Newcombe, immediately 
orth of which was the recently erected building which 
Served an eminently useful purpose devated to Dect i 

Less 








Glony. “This was the work of Messrs. Knowles, Oliver 
an and whilst the building was the property of 
‘Armstrong College, it was in the tenancy of the College 





‘of Medicine. He mentioned there was a steadily. growing 
Bond between the two Colleges, which he hoped would 
Continue until both were finally merged in one University 
College of Newcastle. Continuing further northwards 
the foundations were being completed for the erection 
Of the new University Library from the designs of Mr. 
Dunks Smith and ‘Planned to house eventually 250,000 
volumes. 

“The Chairman, Dr. Cecil Cochrane, had presented the 
College with 20 eres of land, and there was in course of 
frection what would prove 10 be the most complete and 
Upeto-date sports pavilion in the North of England. 1 
aoa the wiftof a singularly generous, albeit retiring, friend 
Brie College, Mr. George E, Henderson, and was being 
Erected from the designs of Messrs. Cackett and Burns 
Dick. 

"The President, in responding, referred to. the pro: 
posed utilisation of the Town Moor, and said he could 
Bnly say that if called upon the Northern Architectural 
Rasoclation, he was sure, would take sympathetic steps 
‘and do their best. 

“The question fats been raised as to the value of advisory 
committees. to corporations. Personally, he was very 
Strongly in favour of these, and he thought that the 
Tustitute was seriously considering the question. In his 

inion it was very desitable indeed that a Corporation 

Md have some body to whom to refer their archi- 
fectural questions. He did not suggest it should dictate, 
but merely advise, Corporations were not, if taken as 4 
body, exactly capable of judging these questions. and 
thould have advice, and he was sure they, as architects, 
Stould readily fall in and help in these suggested com- 
uittees. ‘There was no doubs that environment played 
ery large part in every-day life, and it was very desirable 


= > 














that the towns of the future should be planned on archi 
teotural lines, ‘The whole body of architects was interested 

‘education. He did not think they would find in 
Architectural practice at the present time that principals 
‘vould gry to stop pupils from attending as regular students 
at Colleges, 

Discussing the position with regard to the Instirure and 
the Society of Architects, Mr, Jones mentioned that, as a 
result of negotiations proceeding, it was hoped the bodies 
‘vould amalgamate. Everything now depended upon the 
bodies themselves. 


BERKS, BUCKS AND OXON ARCHITECTURAL 
ASSOCIATION, 
ANNUAL DINNER. 

‘The second annual dinner of this Association was held 
‘at Reading on 25 January. Mr, E. B. Warren, F.S.A, 
LF], President of the Association, presided, and the 
fuests included Mr, J. A. Gotch, F.S.A., President 
FULDA. ; Mr, W, M. Childs, M.A., Principal, University 
College, Reading ; Mr. Paul Waterhouse, ey 
President, R.LBA,; Me. W._E. Collier, 1.0, 

and District Building ‘Trades Em- 
Mr. F. Jones, President, Manchester 
cts ; and those also present were Mr I. 
MacAlister, M.A, Secretary R.LLB.A. ; Mr, Warten, Mi 
P. Warren, Mr. F. G. Suinsbury, Mr, A. Hearn, Mr. 
Mr. C, B. Willcocks, Mr. J. Greenaway, 
My, A: 8 Cox Mr, E, , Snihy Mtr U,V 
Smith, Mr. ‘T. T Mr. W. J. Freeman, Mr. 
W. RL Howell, Mrs. Howell, Mr. H. E, Watkinson, 
Mrs. Watkinson, Mr. H. Hutt, Mes. Hutt, Me. J. 1: 
King, Mr. A. C. Mackay, Mr. H.W. Rising, “Miss 
Rising, Mr. G. H. Williams, Mr. E, Ravenscroft, Mr, B. 
Royer, Mrs. Royce, Me. A.'S, Parsons, Mr, Yorke Lay, 
Me J. Catley, Mr. D, Baginton, Mrs. Egginton, Mr, J: 
Saunders, Me, R. Whitworth, the Rey, F. H. Wright, 
Mr. T. Skurray, and Mr. A.’T', Doc, 

"Phe President expressed regret that the Mayor of 
Reading was tinable to be present through indisposition, 
tind added that considering the difficulties of travelling, 
ue to the railway atrike, he was pleased to see no large an 
attendance, 

‘Me. Paul Waterhouse proposed" Reading and its Uni« 
versity College.” He spoke of his associations with the 
three counties and referred eulogistically to the work 
both of Me. Gotch and Mr. Warren for their respective 
awociations,. He referred to the future of Reading edu 
‘ation, dealing in particular with University College, 
‘which jin his lifetime had grown from practically nothing 
to an institution educating 8oo students, under the leader= 
ship of Principal Childs. Reading, he ssid, was an import 
fant manufacturing tow and cent of ariclure, and 

future wo its place in the educat 
history of England. bi ae 

‘Mr. Howell, in the course of his reply, said that, asthe; 
new, Reading was an ancient town, but hately in 
the nineteenth century there were swept away many of ita 
most interesting features, and at the present time they 
hhad but a few of the old buildings whieh lent charm to the 
town, 































































OBITUARY 


Principal Childs thanked Mr. Waterhouse for the terms 
of his reference to University College, He expressed the 
hope that the most valuable lectures on architecture which 
‘had. been given by the local society at University College 
during the past autumn might not be discontinued, He 
‘was deeply impressed by the value of the lectures, He did 
not think a person who observed the changing face of the 
country and the extraordinary effects which motor vehicles 
‘were having upon architecture could doubt the need for a 
higher standard amongst the general public of fitness in 
architecture. He spoke of the spots in England which re- 
‘mained beautiful until there came a blister upon the land- 
scape in the shape of a bungalow with pink asbestos roof, 
which for ever destroyed the beauty of the scene. Wher- 
ever they went along the margin of every town they would 
‘ce buildings springing up, and let them realise before it 
‘was too late that it was only the beginning of a great move~ 
ment, Motor facilities spread the population far and wide, 
and tinless architects and public could get together vast 
areas would be ruined. 

‘Mr. E. P, Warren, the President, proposed the toast of 
“The Royal Institute of British Architects,” He referred 
to its growth in extent and influence, remarking that there 
‘was a branch in practically every part of the world where 
the British flag few. "They were proud to have its presi- 
dent amongst them and to welcome once again Mr, Paul 
Waterhouse, its Past President, 

Mr. J. A. Gotch, replying, congratulated the members 
of the society upon its success. ‘They were members of one 
‘of the youngest branches of the R.1.B.A., but it was by no 
‘means the least influential, 

Mr. Collier, who proposed “ The Allied Societ 
Pressed his gratification in being invited as a representa- 
tive of builders in Reading. The practice of organising 
in professions and trudes had had extraordinary develop- 
‘ment in recent years, and perhaps some would ask what 
‘were the aims and what would be the ultimate achieve- 
ments of those organisations. He believed that the 
societies allied to the RALB.A. could and would have far~ 
reaching results upon architecture of the future, 

Mr. Francis Jones, replying, spoke of the work of the 
Allied Societies in Manchester, He agreed with Principal 
Childs that the oniy method of getting better architecture 
was by fostering in interest in architecture and getting 
better architectural education, 

‘The Rey. F, H. Wright proposed "' The Berks, Bucks 

he would like especi- 


and Oxon Architectural Association, 
‘The President, in replying, 
ally to refer to'the admirable assistance given by their 
secretary (Mr. Hutt), who, he said, was the pillar 
and prop of the Association and'who had done an enor 
‘mous amount of work beyond praise and 
Mr. Ian MacAlister responded to. 1 
toast of "Our Guests.” 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE ARCHITECTURAL 
: ‘ASSOCIATIO! 
‘This Association, which was established in 1907, has 
recently held, in the Municipal Act Gallery at Chelten- 
ham, an exhibition of the R.I.B.A. Prize Drawings for 
1923 and the drawings submitted for the Society of 
Architects Vietory Scholarship. "The Mayor of Chelten- 
ham opened the exhibition, 

















































concluding. 








Obituary 


ERNEST FLINT’ (FJ. 
‘The late Mr. Ernest Flint was elected an Associate in 
1880 and a Fellow in 1900, He was a member of the 
Practice Standing Committee from 1903 to 191, and 
rman from 1904 to 1908, Among his more important 
‘works may be mentioned : 

‘New factory for Messrs. Burroughes and Watts, Great Peter 
Street, Westminster, S.W.1, Printing works and offices for the 
‘Bell Punch Printing Co,, Tabernacle Street, B.C." Vereley," 

Ri Hants, for W.'W. Bard 
leman Street, 








Eastem Bank, Lid, Nos, 2-3 Cros 
justin wih Mie Art lone 
river, FP, 


ey BCs : 
Mn and Ar Tc 





 W, REEVES [4.) 

Mr. C. W, Reeves died at Charing Cross Hospital on 
1s January 1924, aged seventy years. On the previous 
Saturday, the rath, he was knocked down by « taxicab 
when crossing Wellington Street, Strand, and received 
such severe injuries that from the first there was no pros 
pect of his recovery. 

‘The aon of the Surveyor to the Commissioners of the 
Metropolitan Police, he was articled to the late Mr, H. O. 
Chislett, of Wimborne, and then came to London, where 
for a few years he was an assistant in the office of Messrs. E. 
Habershon and Brock, whom he left to commence practice 
upon his own account. For a short time he was at 102, 
Guildford Street, and at 2g, Bedford Row, and in +884 he 
removed to 3, Grays Inn Square, where he has practised 
ever since. “Mr, Reeves was Surveyor to the M 
the Bench of the Honourable Society of Grays Inn, Archi- 
tect to the Managers and Governors of the St. Clement 
Danes, Holborn Estate Charity, Sutveyor to the 
Dalston Estate of the Rhodes ‘Trust, and Surveyor to 
several building societies. 

Mr. Reeves carried out a fair amount of architectural 
‘work, amongst which may be mentioned the following : 
Considerable alterations and additions to the War Memo- 
rial Hospital, Enfield ; large Bottling Stores and Ware- 
houses for Messra, Robert Porter and Co,, in London and 
Liverpool ; London Central Markets Cold Storage ; New 
‘Common Room and Class Rooms, Grays Inn ; new pre- 
mises for Messrs, Ridaway’s, Ltd./at 40-42, King Wiliam 
Street, E.C. (both the foreyoing were exhibited at the 
Royal Academy) ; Nurses" Hostel in Francis Street, W, 
Parish Room, Lady Chapel and Memorial Sereen at 
Mary Magdalen, Enfield; St, Clement Dane Schools, 
Drury Lane ; and numerous private houses at Enficld, 
‘Sunningdale, Waltham St. Lawrence and Purley. 

In 1914 Mr. Reeves took his son, Mr. Charles W 
Reeves, into partnership, ind in 1921 Mr. Alfred R, Rason, 
who had been with him for nearly forty years, the firm 
being known as Reeves, Son and Rason, 

Mr. Reeves was elected Associate in 1880. 

W. GILBEE SCOTT [F}. 
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ARTHUR CLYNE [F]. 

‘The death has taken place at Charlwood House, Charl- 
wood, Surrey, of Mr. Arthur Clyne, late architect in 
Aberdeen. 

Mr. Clyne, who was about 71 years of age, was the 
fourth son of the late Mr. Norval Clyne, advocate, Aber 
deen. He studied for the profession of architecture, and 
for many years was in business, first as a partner in the 
firm of Pirie and Clyne, and latterly for many years 
by himself. He specialised in ecclesiastical architecture, 
and quite # number of buildings of the Episcopal Church, 
of which he was a devoted member, were designed by 
him, including St. James's Church at Holborn Junction, 
‘Aberdeen, and the church at Drumtochty. Among other 
public buildings of which he was the architect was the 
Schoo! at Fraserburgh, which was destroyed by fire, 


NOTES FROM THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL, 
MEETING. 
‘aust JANUARY, 1924. 
R.LBA, Pris axp. Stupecrsurrs. 

‘The Award of the Prizes and Studentships was approved 
and ordered to be communicated to the General Meeting 
on January 24st 

a ‘Tye Rovat Scorris Acavemy. 

‘The congratulations of the Council were conveyed to 
‘Mr. George Washington Browne on his election as Presi- 
dent of the Royal Scottish Academy. 

Smoxe ABATEMENT. 

Te was decided to make representations to the London’ 
County Council on the subject of smoke abatement in 
London. 








National, Houstna. 

It was decitled to inform the new Government that 
the R.L.B.A. is willing to tender information and advice 
upon Housing design and construction and other 
technical aspects of the problem, 

Roya. Santrany Insrrrere. 

Mr. HD. Searles-Wood [F.] was appointed to 
represent the R.LB.A. at the Annual Congress of the 
Royal Sanitary Institute to be held at Liverpool in July, 
1934, 
trae NATIONAL ASsoctATiON oF Warrn-Usens, 

Permission was given to the Council of the National 
Astociation of Water Users to circularise the members of 
the R-LE.A. with a view to pointing out that the Water 
Companies have no powers to insist on testing and 
stamping water fittings, 

‘Suowrack oF SKILLED Lavoun iN THE Butcprye 

INDUSTRY. 

Professor S. D. Adshead and Mr, W, Alexander Harvey 
were eppointed as additional representatives of the 
RIB. on the Conference which has been arranged to 
consider this question. 

‘Tne Lerrixc oF Orricr axp OrHe AccosmonaTion, 

“The following resolution was passed and ordered to be 
published in the R.LB.A. Journal -— ie 

"The Council view with disapproval she exibition 
by Architects of boards upon which are displayed notices 
{tut offiess or like accommodation are to be let and that 
‘applications to the Architects are invited. This Resolu- 
tion does not preclude the Architect of a building at the 
request of his client from exhibiting a board inviting 
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prospective tenants. to inspect the plans at his offices 

provided that the Architect receive no commission for 

Tetkings resulting, nar does it apply to the letting or selling 

of land.” 2 
RULB.A Scave or Cuarces: CLause 5. 

Te wins decided to publish a note in several successive 
numbers of the "Journal warming Members and ; 
Licentiates that they should, with reference to the above 
clause, protect themselves against the contingency of the 
work being subsequently proceeded with. F 

Bur.pets Acring as Ancitrecrs, 

Attention having been called to the damage to the 
profession in certain districts which iy caused by the ‘ 
Competition of Builders, who advertise widely that they 
will * design and erect houses to clients’ requirements,” 
it was decided to commiinicate with the National Federa~ 
tion of Building ‘Trades’ Employers and the National 
Federation of House Builders, and to draw their attention 
to this enctoachment upon the legitimate work of an 
Architect, 

“Tie Barris ENoINEERING Staxpanns AssociATios, 

Mr. H. D. Searles-Wood was appointed to represent 

|A. on a conference of parties interested in the 
Standard of Reception Tests for Paints used in 
fngineeting and Allied ‘Trades, arranged by tt 
Above Association. ig 

Me. Hope Bagenal baving fear 

Mr. Hope wing found it necessary to post 
pone the delivery of his lecture on ' Planning for Musical 
Requirements,” on March 17th, Major Harry Barnes 
‘was invited by the. Council to) deliver a lecture on 
jonal Housing" on that date. 


srw CourtGiBy VISITING BOARD, 
we Council on the recommendation of the 
ere RB on he remnant of 
creation of 2 Visiting Board to visit and report upon all 
Schools of Architecture applying for or enjoying exemp- 
tion from the Royal Institute Examinations. ‘ 












































‘Mr. W. Curtis Green, A-R.A. [F.], Chairman of the 
Gen ecu pci 

‘Mr, Maurice E, Webb [F.], Vice-Chairman of the 
Board of Arciectial Edicion. 

Professor C. H. Reilly, O.B.E. [F,], Roscoe Professor 
Ge Restesaue, Dalventy of Leal “a 

HLM, Inspector, Mr. M.S. Brigss [F.], will accompany ‘ 
the Visiting Board upon their visit to those Seficle of 
Architecture which have official relations with H.M. 
Board of Education. ar 


Competitions 
PROPOSED TOWN HALL AND MUS 
OFFICES, GILLINGHAM, KENT ‘ 
‘The President of the Royal Institute of British Archi- 


















tects has nominated Mr. H. V. Lanchester, Fl a 
‘Assessor in this Competition. oldies - 
TaN MacAuisren, 
38 January 1924. ‘Secretary 





NOTICES 


Notices 


‘The Eighth General Meeting (Ordinary) of the 
Session 1923-24 will be held on Monday, 18 February 
4924, at 8 p.m., at the Royal Society, Burlington House, 
Piceadilly, W.1, for the following purposes -— 

‘To read the Minutes of the General Meeting (Ordinary) 
hheld on 4 February 1924 ; formally to admit members 
attending for the first time since their election, 

‘To read the following paper, “The Charing Cross 
Bridge,” by Paul Waterhouse, F.S.A. [F-), Past President. 


BUSINESS MEETING, 3 MARCH 1924. 

An election of members will take place ar the Business 

General Meeting, . March. ‘The names and addresses 

of the candidates (with the names of their proposers), 

found by the Council to be eligible and qualified for 

membership according to the Charter and Bye-laws and 
recommended by them for election, are as follows 


AS FELLOWS (7). 

Burt: Anruve Staxtky Gaonar [4.1913], 6 Old Queen 
Screet, SW.t: Upper Redpits, Marlow, Bucks. Pro- 

sa oy af. May, Sit Ee Lions, Martin 8. 

















Cangene? Carrans Besar [A, 2918} Allenby Hot 
Jerusalem, Palestine. Proposed by the Council. 
Cowrm : Jantes Burnast Fuancts (4, “ates ‘King’s Bench 
all, Temole, E.C-43 “Otwyes! Wikdwood Road, 
Hampstead "Garden Suburb, "NW. by 
HIP'G, Maule, WA. Forsyth, Perey 8: Worthington, 
Eowans' Sroxey Jas, M.A., Cantab,, PAS. [4., rota}, 
Galle Face Hotel, Colombo, Ceslon,” Proposed by Major 
iubert Keys, W. H. Bourne, Hi. Perey Gorton. 
Joxss : Nomtax (A, 1907], 329 Lord Street, Southport: 64 
Rawlinson Road) Sourhy ee Proposed by the Council 











Parson! Hey Leste si Caicos Chambers, 19 
St, James's Strect, Sheflcld, 64 Clarendon Road, Puls 
‘wood ark, Shefficid.  Propored by James. R. Witull 
Edd. M. Gibb, F- , Pesce Edw 

Stoun? Wises Tons [4 rge7], Abtonford 24 Con- 
‘er Road) Streatham SAV! aby HL. D, Searler= 
Wood, Sydney Pers, W. 


‘AS ASSOCIATES (36). 
eee Ba Reads Cony Benen Colac 
x 38, Nairobi, Renva Colony. Broposed by i 

Benen Gronor Atzxanben [Special War. Eximination), 12 
Burrows Stet, Middle: Brighton, ‘Viewrin, Austen: 
Proposed by Walter R. Butler and the Royal Victorian 
Invteute of Architee, 

Buoors : Dowaio, Batch, Liverpool 
‘at Liverpool University School of 
from Fital Examination after passing examination in 
ee ee 

7 Profesor C. Sit Edwin Lutyens, 
Profewor 8D. Adshead, i en 
Borrgy: Eosrice faery [Final Examination) « Royal York 
escent, Cll ol. forge Hi 
Osten Graham, Away, CW. Doma 

Cuastaens Tanne Macp [passed five Youre couric at Archi 
fect“ Amocintion, ‘London exempted. from Final 
Freminacon ater pasting Examination in. Profenonal 
Price), ‘The Prory, Rochumoton, S.W.5. "Pr 
bby Robert Atkinsoa, Stanley Hamp, E, Staniey Mall 

‘Ciurnite:! Chota Manin [Special Examination}, rp Bed 
‘ord Square, W.C-t. Proponed by TH. V_ Lanchester, 
Profesee S, D. Adihead, Genfiry Lacs, 














assed five years’ course 
tecture exempted 














Com: Jaca Arcronto [passed five years’ course st Glasgow 
‘Scot of Architecture--exempted from Final Examina- 


fon after passing Examination in Professional Practice). 
8 Drumother Drive, fare, (lagon. Proposed by 
James Lochhead, John Waton, Wm. B. Whit 


Cuesta: Gionce Havrin five years" course at 
“Architecnural Association, rina fe from Final 
Examination after pssing Exxmination in. Profesional 








Practice], clo Architectural “Asociaton, 34° Bedford 
Square, WiC. Proposed by Robert ‘Atkin, FH. Ve 
Lanchester, Geofiry 


Convers Joie Sreporc, OBB. [S. 194—Special War 
Exemption), Highgate, Kendal, Westmorland.” Proposed 
by Srdney D. Kitson, J-H, Martindale, E. W. Marshall, 

Faacvson: Janes Dosau [passed five years’ course at 
Glasapw School of Architecture—exempted from Final 
Examination after passing Examination in. Professional 
Practice} 16 Nord Avenue, Gumbutang, Lanarahire 

by Jamen Lochhead, William Brown, John G. 





Dae 
ie Gecp, Bice Ntoss (Foal Eximination) 
jewhaven, Hollyh fest Bromwich. Proposed. 
y Edwin Francis Reynolds, Amold Mitchell, William 

Henry Blake 
Fire: Bown Maxwatt. B Arch. Livepool [passed five years! 
Architecture— 


soure at Liverpool Univenity S 

Siesiped Eos Peau Eecrdenton ie pong Wasa 
tion in Professional Practice), 5 Cambridge Street, Hyde 
Park, W-2.Propased by Profesor C: Ht Reily and the 
Council, 

Grae: Joes Doxcas [Final Examination], 19 Lancaster 
Road, Ipawich. Proposed by the Council, 

Gnumymin: ‘Thosas (Special Examination], Eascbourne, 
‘Midhurst, Sussex, Proposed by Robt. C. Murray, 

nclge: CBee te Gate 

famnssox =, Boren Giutiax (Mrs wre years’ course 
it Architectural Association, Landon—excmpted trom 
Fioal Examination, after, passing Examination in Pro- 
femional Practice], 2 Gray's Inn Square, W.C.t. Proposed 
by Robert Atkinson, Stanley Hamp and the Couneil. 

Mousa: Envesr Haine Haseterox, B-Arch.. Liverpool 

five yours’ course at Liverpool University School 

of Architecture—exempted fom Final Examination after 
ing. Bxatnination in Professional Practice), 23 Bath 
foad, Bedford Park, W-4. Proposed by Professor C. Hi. 

stay mes 1S. Navite HB a 

ist: Hanoun [passed fe course at Lives 
‘University School of Architecture—exempted from Penal 
Examination after passing Examination in Professional 
Practice], 93 Hale Road, Walton, Liverpool. Proposed 
by Professor C. H., Reilly and the Council. 

Horrox :,Ciatsnis Hipany, B-Arch. Liverpool (passed five 
Sena (cruase Re Live oo Uarerney nent oe ee 
iecture—xempted from Final Examitation after passing 
Examination in. Profesional Practice], to Town Lane 
Rock Ferry, Cheshire, Proposed. by’ Professor 
Reilly, Hustwell Grayson, Leonard Barnish. 

Hystor = ‘Chianuss, Gxooes “Cramox [passed five _yexts! 




















from 
Professional Pract, inyston-on- 


‘Thames. Pi ‘by E. Stanley Hall, Ro Atkinson, 
Thasnes, Proposed BSpnlce Thal, Re Atkinnon 


Paaxcis Witttayt [Final Examination], “ Brack 
enbar.” Graham Strect, Penrith, Cumberland. "Proposed 
by J. i. Martindale, J. Forster, Taylor Scott. 

Ksicur Cyatt Roy, B.Arch, Liverpool [passed five years! 
course at Liverpool University School of Architecture— 
‘exempted from Final Examination after pasting Examina- 
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tion in Professional Practice), 66 Oxford Road, Waterloo, 
leipol Proposed by Prem C2 Hs Rely and te 

Lavath Auruascom Pram {pic i year’ coun, a 
Robert Gordon's Technieal College, Aberdeen—exempted 
{fom Final ‘Exsmination_ after’ passing Examination in 
Hofenonal Pract, 49 Dery oud, Beta Johns 
esburg, ‘Tranemal, South Africa. Proposed by j. A. O. 
ie Habe! Wao, Jun Fon We. Walker 

Pawins = Sravury ‘Twowas (Special War Examination), 360 
Col Srey Mourne Austra.” Propved by Wate 
Rlluier and’ the Royal Viewstan Insnute of Architects, 

Powireet Readings Honored ty Hay Hut, Alex 
tect, Reading, ary Hut, Alexr. 

'WeRolend Howell 

Suritenako ; "Tuas Scorr [passed six years’ course at 
Robert Gordon's Technical College Aberleen exempted 
ftom Final Examination afer pesing Examination in 
Profesional Practice), a8 Salsbury ‘Terrace, Aberdceh, 
Proposed by J. A. 0. Allan, Rabe. G. Wibon, June, 
John W. Walker, 

Vouites Rowan Wisse Haney, BArch, Liver 
Ips five years’ cattae at Liverpool University School 
SP Architectre~exempted from inal Examination after 

ising Examination in Profesional Practice), Hemingeon 
Fiouser Frome, Somerset. Propmed by Profme Cr H: 
Rely and the Counc 
VISIT. ARRANGED BY ‘THE ART 
STANDING COMMITTEE. 

By the kind permission of the Karl of Derby, a vist has 
been arranged’ to take place on Saturday, 24 February 
1924, to Derby House, Stratford Place, Wat. As the 
umber attending must be limited, "Members and 
Licentistes are requested to make early application to the 
Secretary RILBLA,, 9, Conduit Street, W.t- 
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ALBA, with vared experience, would undertake work {a 
Landon er Sabu on bball of provincial or Scott artes, 
i'd rk i gv ice any Lona 
‘chitects who require 7603, ci 
Secretary, RBA 9 Conduit Steet, We z 
‘ARLBA. of experince desires’ Asistontahip. with view to 
fing, mould ake ver ent pct ner ous 
af retiring rom, active Work fa; co Secretary, 
SIB.A5, Conduit Steeg WP BOF $5¥= clo Secret, 


Minutes VII 


As th Seveth Gezeral Mecting (Ordinary) ofthe Seton 
oap-1924 held. on, Monday, 4. Februaty 1924, at 830 pm, 
Mr J. Alfred Gotch, President, in the chair’ “The atfend 
‘ce’ book was snd by 30. Fellows (including 14, Mem: 
ters of the Counc 23 Aisociotes (ncludiog: a Mesbers 
the Councl) 9 Licentiate, and sarge number of vitor 

“The Minutes ofthe Meeting held on at January 1934, han 
been published in the JOURNAL, were taken ax read and signe 
on covet. 

‘The Hon, Secretary announced the decease of — 

Herbert John Chitles Cordenus, elected Fellow 1905 3 

Arhur Ceci Moris Bavardh, ted Aviat 19e8 

Fellow 1016; 

snd ites RISOLV thatthe regrets of the Royal Tnateue for 
their lor be entered on the Diloutes, And abAr 9 eronage of 
‘Sympathy and condolence be conveyed to their ties 

"The Secretary announced that the Council had nominated 
for lection tothe various clasea of Membership the gentlemen, 
‘shove names were published fo the JOURNAL for ta January 
oa4, iis 

"The President. announced thet the ‘Council proposed to 
sulwait to His Majenty the King the name of Mr. Wiliam 























Richard ote Profewor of Design at the Royal 
Collegeof Art Sonne Medalist 1879, Pugin Student 188i 
‘seu bt recipient of the Royal Gold Medal for the current year. 





“The President, having delivered the. Annus! 
Suidents, nvote of thanks wee pat iain bravia oe 





the motion of Mr. B,J. Partldge, President of the Society of 
Architects, seconded ‘Sir Robert Blair, Education Officer 
wo the L.C.C. eee ee) 

Mr, Henry M. 1 review of the works 
Receipt amaeen mules et ee 

‘The President, having responded to the vote of thanks to 
hinwelf, moved a vote of thanks to Mr, Fletcher, which was, 
passed by acclamation. 

‘The Presentation of Prizes was then tade ws follows, in 
sccoedance with the award == 

‘Tis Soanx MeoaLion Axo £150, 

‘he Soane Medallion to Mr. J. 8. Kelsall for his design for 

sn_ Anglican Cathedral Church, submitted under the tows 





‘Thm Owne Jonss Srumminr, Cemincare ann £300: 
‘The Owen Jones Certificate wo Mr. J. H. Sexton. 
‘Tym RLBA, Sitven Mena ron Post-onanuarn Stumm 
“The Silver Medal to Ny Iobel aad 
iver Medal to. Miso Tanbel Mud Churmbers, 0 
Architectural Anociaton School of Ardtectures =” 
‘Te books to the value of vot Me Batace Harry Bu 
2 a [roto Mr. Bustace . 
‘The proceedings cloned 109.45 p.m. og 
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Charing Cross Bridge 
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[Read before the Royal Institute of British Architects, Monday, 18 February c924] 





T might conceivably be thought from the 
Jive ‘of to-night’s programme that 1 had 

myself proposed the reading of a Paper by 
‘myself, and that I had chosen Charing Cross Bridge 
as the Subject, I should like to remove both these 
impressions if cither exists. I may say, in the 
first place, that I have never as far as I remember 
proposed to read a Paper anywhere on anything, 
and, secondly, that I should be very unlikely to put 
myself forward as an instructor of architects or of 
the public on the subject in question, Having 
cleared those two points I will give my answer to a 
third that may arise. Someone may say, "Why re- 
vive a subject which is understood to be put to 
rest?” 1 will answer that vehemence. I 
may not be the man to deal with the subject, and 
this may not be the moment, but as to the deadness 
of the subject I am prepared to issue a certificate 
not of death but of vitality, Gentlemen, so long 
as the present Charing Cross Bridge exists the 
Charing Cross Bridge question will never die, It 
happens, by an unexpected turn of events, that the 
revival by the promoter of the St, Paul's Bridge 
scheme, since the beginning of my preparations, 
gives very special point to our consideration of a 
project which has in every kind of way a prior 
claim to attention and to public interest. 

If the owners of that Bridge wish to perpetuate 
London's interest in its removal they have nothing 
todo but to continue keeping the Bridge itself alive. 
Tt will continue to plead as nothing else can plead 
for its own abolition. 


























‘The building of that bridge was possibly pardon- 
able; forits retention there is no excuse, nor is there 
any parallel calamity in the river’s history save one : 
the lamentable loss of old London Bridge, Speak- 
ing personally, 1 may say that there is only one 
bribe that would induce me to acquiesce in the 
continuance of Charing Cross Bridge. If by some 
wizardry you could give me back the pre-fire 
London Bridge with the houses on it, I would at 
that price reconcile myself to the prolonged exist- 
ence of the unholy thing. 

Common sense will reply to this observation that 
I do not know the elementary facts of the practical 
problem at issue, and that one who can talk of the 
demolition of the ancient London Bridge as a 
calamity ignores the fact that the loss of the old 
bridge brought about the abolition of a most 
inconvenient obstruction to river traffic, the Weir 
with which the construction of the bridge was 
incorporated. 

T have no wish to pursue this point, and as we 
cannot have old London Bridge back’ I will not 
ery for the moon, 

But, let it be said, it is not merely fools who have 
suggested that the water traffic problem would be 
partly improved—not hindered—by the re-estab- 
lishment of a weir or rather a modern barrage at 
some chosen point below bridges. 

Now, of course, there are hosts of arguments 
for the retention of the iron railway bridge that we 
know so well. One of them is even, I am told, an 
gsthetic argument put forward by somé of those 
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modern painters who either see beauty where 
others see ugliness or believe that beauty doesn't 
matter. I am going to believe in those painters 
on the day wheal. mpd thal ey: seleee those 
sweethearts and wives exclusively from the class 
of female deformity that they portray. 

‘The strongest argument of the bridge guardians 
is that Charing Cross is Charing Cross, and that by 
hook or crook the S.E. and Chatham Railway has 
got to get there from the Surrey side. Why? 
Partly no doubt because by the whole French 
nation no pair of words are better known or worse 
pronounced, ‘That difficulty could conceivably 
be got over by allowing the name as well as the 
station to be transferred to the other side of the 
river, ‘The sentimental trouble—all sentimental 
troubles are worthy of respect—would be much 
worse if Sir Charles Barry had lived at the time of 
Queen Eleanor instead of in the days of Queen 
Victoria, As matters stand 1 have an impression 
that the earlier Queen's memory can be kept green 
as well by Barry's monument as by his hotel. 

But Charing Cross, as the terminus of the traffic 
of th and Chatham Railway, must. remain 
where it is. At Charing Cross it has arrived—in 
Southwark it would only be still approaching. 
Now it is “on the green,""so to speak; in Surrey it 
would be a long mashie shot from its objective. 
‘There I join issue at once, and make bold to say 
that the distance at which Euston, St. Pancras, 
King’s Cross, Victoria, Waterloo, ‘and perhaps 
Paddington, stand from the centre of London's 
activity is the right distance. By a slide or two 
will shortly enforce this argument. 

From the general consideration of traffic pro- 
blems, traffic being what it is to-day, I maintain 
that no useful public purpose is served by giving 
cither the Continental visitor or the magnates of 
‘Surrey a means of central access which is denied to 
‘West Countrymen or Scots. 

Moreover, ignorance as to the value and cen- 
trality of Surrey land in the heart of London is 
rampant. One would think that the establishment 
of the L.C.C. palace on the Surrey shore would 
by now have had its effect on that ignorance, But 
no, Not yet. ‘The effect, however, will come, and 

















that Westminster Bridge is heading not for the 
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South Coast but for the City shores of the Thames. 
Bit by bit we shall learn that a new and almost 

i of sy portance in value will 
find its way along the line which is the bowstring 
of the Thames's bow from the Houses of Parlia- 
ment to London Bridge. With that will come : (1) 
the acknowledgment of the value of Surrey land, 
which, one would suppose, even its owners, in- 
cluding the Duke of Cornwall, would like to en- 
courage ; (2) the sense ofits available quality for 
first-class buildings of all kinds; (3) the desirability 
of planting the new Charing Cross Station in a 
district which would give the station itself a chance 
of necessary expansion, coupled with extremely 
easy access to all part of Londdon—east, west and 


cent 

We need not realise these facts if we prefer 
‘muddle to method and if we persist i our preent 
policy of letting things happen without foreseein 
them, I have always said and I say again that 
expense is no argument whatever against the dis- 
cussion of these south side or rather Surry side 
problems, Surrey is going to be developed as a 
part of London. Vast sums are going to he spent 
upon that development, and every penny of that 
expenditure is going to be interest-bearing. All 
that is needed—and this is a statement $0 cle- 
mentary as scarcely to need utterance—is that some 
kind of official forethought should be given to the 
problem. ‘Those who breathe of forethought are, 
itseems,called dreamers,and are accused of ignoring 
the value of money ! 

It is merely because architecture, whether in 
house-planning or in town-planning, means think 
ing before spending that those who are interested 
in architecture insist that in this matter of the 
Surrey future thought shall precede expenditure, 

‘This Paper is not—it is true—on the subject of 
the Surrey side, but the Surrey side question must 
be brought into it, because there is no aspect of 
the Bridge problem which is not either connected 
therewith or likely to be precipitated hy those 
clements on the further shore which will act spon- 
taneously and ungoverned if their outbreak is not 
controlled by forethought from the first. 

Now what are the elements of the bri 
blem ? I think they are fvein aumbers SP 
_ 1. The bridge must go because it is an abomins- 
tion of ugliness standing commandingly in the spot 
Which is London's great opportunity for heatity 
om a grand scale. When I use the word beauty 1 - 
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mean nothing more fantastic than the ordered 
arrangement of the useful according to traditional 
and recognised art, 

2, A new bridge must take its place because one 
is needed at that point, not only for the foot traffic 
already existing, but also for the wheeled traffic 
which is ready to make immediate use of any new 
bridge at or near that point which would accommo- 
date i 

3. The abolition of railway traffic across the 
river at that quarter would not only simplify the 

rroblem of making the new bridge a thing of beauty 

Put would release  lirge amount of Middlesex 
land which could be profitably and beautifully 
used for new streets and new buildings. 

4. Incidentally, this would have a double effect 
in the relief of wheeled traffic, for the new roadway 
would be a remedy for a congestion of which the 
presence of a railway station is in itself a part 
cause. 

5. The new bridge, besides being a compensa- 
tion to the railway companies for the loss of their 
‘own powers of crossing the river, would be the 
means of providing for wheeled traffic a means of 
crossing from side to side the present necessity 
for which is as nothing to that which the future 
the compuratively early future—will demand. 

Next comes the question: Where shall that 
bridge start and where shall it arrive ? 

At this point it is well that {should put bef 
you some of the illustrations of schemes which 
“others have devised. 

1 preface the slides with a few observations. 

You will know that there are two schools of 
thought in this matter. ‘There are advocates of 
the high-level scheme—who may be described as 
those who propose to utilise the fall of the ground 
towards the river on the Middlesex side so as 
starting from some point twenty feet or more ahove 
the present embankment level to allow the present 
Middlesex embankment road to pass beneath the 
ew approach road, Some propose that the Surr 
embankment, if and when formed, shall be si 
larly crossed by the Surrey approach road. 

‘The low-levellers are those who claim that both 
embankments will be best served by having direct 
access to the new bridge. 

In fact, the low-levellers’ bridge would follow 
the example of Westminster Bridge, while the 
high levellers are on the Waterloo Bridge principle. 

‘There are disadvantages, or rather difficulties, 
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besetting each of these schemes as well as their 
great and obvious advantages, 

‘The high-leveller must be very careful as to 
where he starts his new road. Some say relieve 
the Strand by starting straight from the site of 
Charing Cross Station, But the Strand is rather 
fully burdened with its own troubles, and we have 
to make quite sure that the new road, while relieving 
with one hand, so to speak, does not, with the 
other, pour into the Strand at its worst point a 
burden of fresh influx too heavy to be borne, On 
this ground there is something to be said for 
starting higher up—at the level of St. Martin’s 
Church and spanning both the Strand and the 
embankment, 

Again, the arrival on the Surrey shore needs 
thought. Unless it be decided to honour the new 
Charing Cross Station by making it the object at 
which the new bridge aims, there is no great reason 
for insisting on a high-level arrival on the Surrey 
shore, 

Preceding my exhibition of slides of schemes, I 
offer two slides which illustrate_my argument 
relative to the position of Charing Cross Station, 

First umong the schemes I put in a place of 
honour, which I feel it deserves, the plan prepared 
by my two friends, Sir Aston Webb und Sir 
Reginald Blomfield, which bears the imprimatur of 
Mr, John Burns. It is'a notably high-level scheme, 
and the bridge road runs from the Church of St, 
Martin to that of St, John with due respect—axial 
respect—for the tower of each, 
yr magnificence, the scheme of the Inte Mr: 
Adrian Berrington takes a high place. He makes 
the centre of the angle formed by Waterloo Bridge 
and the new bridge the axis of his great place on 
the Surrey side, ‘The perspective drawing gives 
algo some interesting particulars—viz,, a curved 
road from Westminster Bridge to London Bridge 
on the fines of ane once suggested by myself, and he 
also shows a bold road darting through the green 
park to realise the hitherto unsuspected alignment 
of Constitution Hill with Westminster Bridge. 

Mr. Carde comes first in alphabetical order of 
the low-levellers, His Surrey side embankment 
has, [ admit, an awkward bend, or rather kink, 
He puts, you see, a semi-circular " place” between 
the two stations, Waterloo and new Charing Cross. 

Professor Adshead is an adherent of the high- 
level party and is, as one would expect, full of 
dignity. 
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‘Mr. Barrett, again, is a high-level man. He 
allots only a narrow embankment to the Surrey 
shore, and he breaks new ground by making 
Coventry Street his point de départ. 

Mr. Lucas prepared two schemes for a high- 
level treatment. ‘The one 1 illustrate is, I believe, 
the second. His motives, again, are on high-level 
lines. 

Mr. Barclay Niven put, I know, a great deal of 
thought into his low-level project. He was, and 
is, very, conscientiously in favour of the embank- 
ment to embankment journey, and I am satisfied 
that he gave to the question of levels and gradients 
ayery careful study. 

Others that I show here are the important scheme 
of Sir Hamo Thornicroft, the sculptor, a project to 
which our friend, Mr. E, 'T. Hall, devoted deep 
interest, and some plans prepared by Mr. Nesbitt 
Kemp. 

T have also received, through the kindness of 
Mr. John Murray, slides relating to his own scheme. 

In thinking out some questions connected with 
the development of the Surrey side, I adopted Mr. 
Niven’s Bridge as an assumed low-level scheme, and 
I exhibit here his plan in relation to possible 
Surrey roads. Incidentally, 1 show a suggested 
position for the new Charing Cross, which I adopt 
because, though placed on the South-Eastern and 
Chatham system, it falls in with my view as to the 
general arrangement of terminal stations, which is 
that they should be not only all at a respectful 
distance from the centre of London but reasonably 
distant from one another—thus avoiding the com 
gestion of road traffic which would result from 
allowing the streams leading to one station to unite 
with, or conflict with, those leading to and from 
another. This, by the way, is my great objection 
to putting Waterloo and the new Charing Cross 
cheek-by-jowl. 

It will be noticed that on two of my own plans 
T have indicated St. Paul’s Bridge. Heaven forbid 
that I should thus be suspected of encouraging 
its birth | The fact is that at the time when I 
made these plans the little stranger seemed likely to 
arrive, and I was determined to see whether, if the 
event did take place, some arrangement could not 
be made whereby its very doubtful utility in 
Middlesex could not be compensated for by a life 
of comparative usefulness on the Surrey shore. I 
had hoped to speak of it as an hypothesis only, but 
recent tidings make us fear that the advocates and 
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paymasters of the St. Paul’s Bridge project are in 
full cry. It would be a calamity were money to be 
poured out on an unwanted enterprise when the 
needs we are now pressing so urgently need satis 
faction. 

It is generally but, I believe, unwisely assumed 
that the new station is to be a sort of twin brother 
of Waterloo, If that is so, the high level can 
profitably be continued up to the site and the level 
of this great railway centre. Otherwise—and 
unless it be found desirable to cross over some 
great new cross road of the future—a graceful 
descent is desirable, after crossing the Surrey 
embankment, to one of the existing or future road 
levels, 

‘The difficulties of the low-level school are also 
difficulties of level. Assuming, not a wholly 
necessary assumption, that the gradients of the new 
bridge must not be steeper than those of West- 
minster Bridge, and assuming also, as I believe we 
‘must, that the clear-way of the central arches must 
be as high above high-water level as the central 
arches of the latter bridge, we are faced with the 
necessity—if an easy gradient is essential—of quit- 
ting the embankment on the Middlesex shore at 
the level 25 or higher. ‘This means that if the end 
of Northumberland Avenue is adopted as the 
springing-off point we have to raise the embank- 
ment road by from 7 to 10 feet, ‘This, I believe, 
can be done. 

As I have hinted already, I feel sure that the 
problem of Surrey side arrival can only be faithfully 
considered in relation to the future road needs of 
that quarter. I am perfectly sure that what will be 
needed—what, in fact, is needed—is a road leading 
with reasonable directness to the City. Long before 
Charing Cross Bridge schemes were thought of, 
and long before Waterloo Station was remodelled, 
it had always been my own hope that the line of 
axis of Westminster Bridge would be adopted and 
that a road of comparatively gentle curvature would 
be allowed to form itself practically direct from 
Westminster to London Bridge. 

‘That, I believe, is now impossible, if 1 allow, 
which I do not, that in this connection there is such 
a word. 

Still, I regretfully believe it to be a fact that the 
arrangements made in reconstructing Waterloo 
Station—one of the best bits of modern work of 
which the architect’s name is undiscoverable— 
hhaye made it impossible for the suggested road to 
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set out from Westminster Bridge with anything 
like an easy curve. 

For various reasons I hesitate to come forward 
with a definite proposal. For one thing, I have 
been able to show suggestions that come from 
better men than myself, For another, I notice 
that definite proposals are always regarded with a 
cold favour not unmixed with suspicion, But I 
confess that it has lately occurred to me that the 
high-versus-low-level controversy, might conceiv- 
ably be solved by a combination of the two, such as 
would be produced by a central bridge way at the 
level of, say, O.D. 44, with a roadway on each side 
of it running from embankment to embankment 
and only touching the 44 level at a point over the 
central arch, 

‘There are many objections which can be im- 
mediately levelled against such a notion. ‘The first 
is that whatever level is adopted as the revised 
embankment level there would necessarily be a 
fairly stiff gradient up and down from embank- 
‘ment to embankment. To this I reply that the 
bridge having optional routes no vehicle is com- 
pelled to cross at a gradient which its horse or its 
‘gear-box finds inconveniently exhausting, 

But give a motorist on the Middlesex embank- 
‘ment the option of attempting a gradient of x in 15 
or going round by Westminster or Blackfriars, and 
I feel sure that he would dash up the slope of the 
new bridge. 

As to width, 100 feet has been by most designers 
assumed as the proper dimension for the new 
oyer-river roadway, on the ground (a) that width 
adds to dignity, (6) that it eases traffic. I wonder 
if cither of these assumptions is reasonable, Per- 
sonally, I believe that the narrower a bridge is, in 
reason, the finer it is in effect, and as to the second 
argument I believe experience is against its uni- 
versal application. 

What stops most traffic is a right-angled crossing 
with a policeman ; second to this comes road 
repair. What is the road in London that conveys 
the least obstructed, or swiftest, traffic? ‘The high- 
Way from Charing Cross to Victoria, otherwise the 
Mall. How wide is the Mall? 66 fect. But that 
is notithe whole story. Sir Aston Webb, in token 
of the gratitude of Englishmen toa late monarch, 
placed an admiral’s palace at the eastern end, which, 
for all its beauty and dignity, is none the less a per- 
forated obstacle, 

Does it hinder traffic? Not a bit. It would 


scarcely be believed that the fair way available for 
approach to the 66 feet roadway has a bare aggre- 
gate of 30 feet. ‘There are, of course, three arch- 
Ways, all three standing open. ‘The middle one is 
21 feet wide, the two side ones 18 fect each. Few, 
if any, vehicles make use of the centre arch. It 
exists, as the child said, “in case of the King.” So 
it happens that all day long motors are buzzing 
contentedly through openings no bigger than the 
short side of a billiard room, 

‘What is more, I took the trouble to track the 
traffic a few weeks ago, when there was a white 
frost, and found that a8 far as the vehicles were 
concerned the road would have satisfied them if it 
had been one long billiard room all the way from 
King George the Fifth to King Charles the First. 

‘Thus, far from suggesting a bridge 300 feet in 
width for the triple road, I should venture on 50 
feet for the high-level causeway and 50 or even 40 
for each side (low-level) road, making it understood 
that on the Westminster side all traffic should 
proceed only from Surrey to Middlesex ; Middle- 
sex to Surrey vehicles being confined to the Black- 
friars flank of the bridge. 

[bring these compressed remarks to a conclusion 
without apologising for the compression. I have 
felt certain that in our audience there would be 
many who wish, or can be persuaded, to say more 
useful things than I have been able to say, and I 
desire to leave them time for speech. I merely 
summarise my remarks by reiterating : 

1. That C.C.B.M.G. (Charing Cross Bridge 
must go). 

2. That the position of Charing Cross Station is 
neither logically nor rationally fixed where itis, 

3. That traffic needs demand even now a road- 
way at this point or near it. 

4. That they will demand it infinitely more as the 
near future approaches. 

5. That the dispute between high-levellers and 
low-levellers is or may be capable of solution by 
combination ; and 

6. Finally, that money spent upon this bridge 
will be no bombastic expenditure on luxury but a 
stately measure of economy, part in fact of that 
considered development of the Surrey side to which 
there is no alternative but the desperate and 
terribly probable course of leaving the Surrey side 
problem to chance and (coupled with this Jaisses- 
aller) some lavish expenditure on an at present un- 
wanted bridge at St. Paul's, 
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Discussion 
THE PRESIDENT, MR. J. ALFRED GOTCH, F.S.A,, IN THE CHAIR 


SIR H.D. KIMBER, Bart. (Chairman of the Bridge 
House Estates Committee, Corporation of the City of 
London) : [feel very much like a fish out of water this 
evening, as I representan object which Mr. Waterhouse 
seems to thinkis unwanted ; and that, judging from the 
applause hereceived when he made mention of St,Paul's 
Bridge, isapparently the opinion of many,if not most, of 
those present this eveni lo not wish to enter into 
any controversial subject ; but I must say this: that 1 
think the Paper we have heard read by Mr. Waterhouse 
has been of intense interest, and that it shows there is 
possibility of doing good to the community an both 
sides of the river, which is deverving of the closest 
consideration from the best brains that this country 
can produce. It is quite obvious from what he has 
that the subject is one of great difficulty, and 1 
imagine that wherever you bring a bridge across the 
‘Thames within the London area, it must necessarily 
tbe fraught with great difficulties on both sides of 
the river, and especially on the Middlesex side, 
‘Therefore’ Tam not too greatly perturbed by some of 
the criticisms which have been thrown out, either 
against St. Paul's Bridge, or Charing Cross Bridge, 
One thing struck me very’ forcibly in connection with 
what Mr, Waterhouse said, and that is, thar there does 
not seem to be any settled opinion, or anything ap- 
proaching it, on the part of those who favour a bridge 
in the vicinity of Charing Cross, as to the nature of the 
liridge, or even exactly where it is to go. He has intro- 
duced us to a great many interesting schemes, but I do 
not know whether he thinks they would serve the pur~ 
pose, because he carefully began by telling us that he 
‘Was expressing the views of other people, and he did 
hot say whether, in doing this, he was expressing his 
own.” There were many views illustrating the dif- 
ferent schemes, and Limagine the father of each scheme 
would have nothing to do with the children of the other 
schenues i ition, ‘There does not seem to be any 
settled opinion on what will best serve the needs of the 
‘community, or what should be done at the west end of 
London. Not only is the situation not settled, but the 
jumping-off plices at either side—if I may be allowed 
the expression—are not by any means an agreed 
subject either, “There was another point he did not 

‘but which, I think, must necessarily be taken 
into account very seriously, and that is the question of 
‘cost. "The cost of any of these schemes, it scems to me, 
iivat be prodigious. One view of what struck me as a 

noblescheme showed a great expanse of open land 
‘ar the Strand. If that particular scheme was adopted 
the acquisition of property and the lay-out and the 
alterations necessary must, I should think, go into a 
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number of millions of pounds. ‘The cost would be 
something enormous, quite apart from: the question of 
the compensation which would have to be paid to the 
railway company for disposing of their site and patti 
their station elsewhere. Incidentally, in conne 
with that point, Mr, Waterhouse expressed the hope 
that those who had money which they wanted to throw 
into the river should do so at Charing Cross, 1 think 
the relatively humble cost of St, Paul's Bridge would go. 
nowhere in assisting to finance a project on the lines 
which have been suggested to us this evening. At any 
rate, the two schemes do not seem to me to be mutually 
ive ; conceivably they might, at different times, 
be both completed. But Tam not an expert, and there- 
fore I do not pretend to express an opinion on that sub- 
ject. But if any of these schemes, or an alternative 
‘scheme, were to be brought about, it would take some 
years t6 bring it into such a position that it could be 
seriously discussed as a matter of present-day practical 
polities; andinuhemeantime,ftheotherschemesshould 
hung up, the community at large would, of course, 
sulfer materially, ‘That point should be considered. 

Tam not out, however, to express any condemnation 
ofone or praise of the ote hi evening, Mr, Water 
hhouse,in his exceedingly able address, has opened up 
ideas which to me were previously non-existent, and 
perhaps thats the ease wit other people too, When 1 
came hereat your kind invitation this evening, it was not 
in my mind to offer any remarks upon a scheme on 
Iconfess Lam wholly uninstructed. appreciate 
the kindly way in which he criticised our bridge. Lknow 
feeling runs high, and I know he isa strong exponent of 
Charing Cross Bridge schemes, therefore T will only 
thank him for the modesty with which he expressed his 
condemnation of our litte child, 

‘May I move that the heartiest thanks of this nyeeting 
be accorded to Me. Waterhouse for his exceedingly 
interesting and able address ? 

SIR BANISTER FLETCHER [/3J, in seconding 
the vote of thanks, sid: I feel we are all very much 
indebted to Mr, Waterhouse for bringing this subject 
before us again, and for showing, in his rema 
hia slides, in very instructive Way the 
concerning the bridge at Charing Cross. think 
he has shown nearly all the schemes with which 
Tam acquainted, but he hes not included a scheme 
which Mr. Lanchester prepared, and which I think 
‘was a very good one, for placing a bridge in a line with 
the eastern extremity of Aldwych, That has, 1 think, 
great possibilities, “He has also not mentioned a 
scheme—which I do not think he knows about—the 
author of which is in the room at the present time, and 
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ARCHITECTURE IN CANADA 


this view there is some superficial corroboration 
in the fact that to English eyes Canadian archi- 
tecture is very American, while to American eyes 
it often appears a little English, But all travellers 
are predisposed to react to the unfamiliar. 

Strenuous efforts are made from time to time 
in magazine articles, novels, histories and carica~ 
tures to elaborate a Canadian type—so far without 
success, for the all-sufficient reason that there are 
‘many types, all abundantly characteristic, and much 
water will pass down the Great Lakes before there 
js assimilation, ‘The best rooted elements of 
society in the Maritimes, in Quebec, in Ontario, 
on the plains, and on the coast, are all distinc 
tive, and long will they remain so. Current 
Canadian architecture, however, does not reflect 
these distinctions at all. An understanding of the 
constituent elements of the architectural profession 
in Canada is necessary to explain this. 

It is only within the last twenty years that the 
means for a complete technical professional 
education of Canadian architects have existed in 
Canada, and only within the last ten years that the 
recruitment of the profession from the University 
Schools has become commensurate with the oppor- 
tunities, ‘There are in Canada to-day between 
eight and nine hundred architects, and about a 
score are now entering practice each year, with 
the diploma of one or other of the Canadian schools. 
Previous to the institution of these schools, the 
Canadian offices which claimed a reputation for 
teaching were never numerous. Indeed, the 
offices have been all too blithe and irresponsible 
in transmitting their teaching responsibility to the 
schools. At this time, then, the schools are just 
beginning to make an impression on the general 
output of architectural design in Canada. 

‘The Canadian work illustrated at this time 
must not, therefore, be fathered on the schools. By 
the middle of the century it will perhaps be possible 
to judge of the architectural schools of Canadian 
Universities by their fruits. 

‘The variety and characteristics of Canadian 
architectural efforts from 1900 to 1923 can only 
be partially explained, then, by the varied climates, 
the varied materials, and the varied provincial 
cultures, ‘The circumstances of recruitment and 
training of the profession in Canada, as it is to-day, 
constitute the main factors. 

Broadly speaking, our architectural body con- 
sists of three elements : 








(x) Born Canadians who have studied abroad, 
for the most part in the United States, seldom in 
England. 

2) American immigrants trained in the United 
States, and for the most part in the French 
academic tradition ; 

(3) British immigrants, the majority hailing 
from Scottish offices, often immature, and picking 
up their experience in Canada before becoming 
practitioners. 

Now, I have had abundant opportunity to 
observe the contributions of these three more or 
less distinct elements to the problems of Canadian 
design, and I have no hesitation in attributing to 
the British immigrant the sincerest and most 
inventive efforts to modify traditions to new 
requirements and. local conditions, and inciden- 
tally to appreciate the good work done in Canada 
between 1700 and 1900. 

‘The Canadian-born contingent has, with a few 
notable exceptions, been a little prone to accept 
‘American solutions en gros, as the “ Académie des 
Architectes du Roi” in the time of Louis XIV 
accepted Vignola’s orders. ‘The American imm 
grant architect has made a contribution with 
indefatigable accomplishment of those elegant 
insincerities which obscure the path of natural 
evolution in design, Artificiality, however, is the 
life-blood of architecture on the American continent. 

In this our period of experimentation, with the 
forces of crude nature and economic law, with 
competing cultures, social problems and the 
artificial rivalries of traditions, it is inevitable, 
perhaps, that design and architecture should 
suffer some divorcement. Whether the teaching 
of architecture at the Universities will tend to the 
inculeation of those first principles on which a 
tradition can be re-established, or to further 
fortify the confusion of the Babel which is with us, 
remains to be seen. First principles are illusive 
things to discover, and notoriously difficult to 
teach, and schools of architecture slip with fatal 
facility into the exploitation of rival propagandas 
in Canada as elsewhere, thus defeating the ends 
for which they exist. 

‘A word upon the building trades in Canada is 
now in order. They are not as highly unionised 
as in England, but unionisation is an international 
affair in the United States and Canada. ‘The 
effect of this is complicated by the racial appor- 
tionment of the several labours of building in a 
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district and the prevalence of racially homogeneous 
gangs for different work on a job. Apprentice- 
ship is practically non-existent. ‘The trade schools 
have so far failed of their purpose. As a result 
the skilled trades are recruited by immigration 
from overseas. Against such recruitment the 
“ progressive” influences marshal their strength. 
Meanwhile the building booms of our pros- 
perous protectionist cousins to the South rob 
us of such skilled labour as we may generate or 
capture. 

‘In the large communities of Canada skilled men 
can, indeed, be found to carve, model, hammer, 
cast or paint anything the wit of man can conceive, 
but they are few, and very inadequately remune- 
rated, and facilities are woefully lacking for the 
dissemination of their craft knowledge. A few 
shops still retain the high standards of execution 
of a former generation, but very few. Within my 
own experience the standard of execution has gone 
steadily down in spite of 2 great improvement in 
professional services, so far as drawings and details 
are concerned. A certain mechanical perfection 
of execution can, it is true, be realised at a price, 
but for the time being the vital touch and sense 
of craft have departed from our midst. 

‘As to Canadian contractors, generally speaking, 
both great and small are of high ability, conspicu 
ously so in all matters of organisation and adminis- 
tration. ‘They are not, however, invariably masters 
of their craft. The present tendency is for the 
execution of works to be regarded as a profession 
requiring a college training in civil engineering or 
in architecture. The man bred in the builder's 
yard thus often finds himself in a subordinate 
capacity, and so tends to extinction. _As 2 conse- 
quence, great actual responsibility falls on the 
clerk of works. A good one will often shoulder 
the real control on a job, the contractors putting 
themselves quite cheerfully in the position of 
agents to assemble material and provide labour, 
as required, leaving the clerk of works to issue all 
instructions. ‘This leads to rather subtle situa 
tions now and then ; but generally to very good 
value for the client's outlay. 

‘As the ordinary surveyor is all but unknown in 
Canada, and the contractor takes his own quanti- 
ties (rarely requiring more than a week even on a 
big undertaking), everyone concerned on a job has 
a good deal more discretion as to interpretation 
than with the English system. This adds to the 
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architect's responsibilities, but on the whole it 
makes for self-respect and professional dignity and 
standing on the part of the contractor. 

I have endeavoured to present to you our 
historic background, our lost tradition, the con- 
siderations of a material, cultural and technical 
Kind which underlie and modulate our efforts in 
architectural expression, and I leave it for you who 
view the accompanying photographs to make your 
appraisals, begging only that you will take account 
of our difficulties as well as our opportunities. The 
solecisms you will remark may sometimes be 
due to lack of skill, and sometimes to lack of 
knowledge, but occasionally they are the signs of 
living art—the adaptation of old means to new ends. 
‘or of new means to old ends, as the case may be. 
Where we have lacked the hardihood to solve our 
problems of form without some reference to 
the old world’s old ways, let it not be cast in our 
teeth that we have not followed these ways more 
closely. 

‘During the last twenty years in Canada I have 
had to unlearn much, and I hope I have learned 
more. Where most of what one sees and does is 
of necessity experimental, adventurous, precocious, 
the tyranny of the established types over one’s 
predilections tends to break down; period loses 
significance, and the consistency of detail which 
such inheritance usually implies becomes a matter 
of small moment. 

So, have come to appreciate architecture most 
when she comes simply robed in scale and cloaked 
in proportion, leaving off her heirloom adorn- 
ments and abstaining from the garlandings of the 
season. ‘Thus one can best conjecture both the 
face of her limbs and the moods of her hear. 

it n felt necessary to say, in so far 
2s personal prejudices. may have affected. the 
selection of the collection of photographs pre- 
sented. No doubt 2 critic of another temper 
could have secured from Canada a hundred others 
as interesting. If I ask you to discount in some 
measure your residual experience of the architec- 
ture of an old land in looking on the buildings of 
4 new one, in fairness I enable you to turn to 
discount my selective intervention in the matter. 

Uf, to your eyes, there is in these examples some- 
thing of a common strangeness, overriding the 
manifestations of Greek, Roman, French or English 
accent, then perhaps I am mistaken, and Canadian 
architecture is already being accomplished. 
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Discussion 
MR. E. GUY DAWBER, VICE-PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIR 


‘THE RT. HON. SIR HAMAR GREENWOOD, 
Bart,, P.C., K.C.: Ihave been asked to move a vote 
‘of thanks to the lecturer, and I rise, as a Canadian, 
with special pleasure to do so. In the earlier part of 
his lecture he referred to the splendid assurance that 
characterises his Canadian countrymen ; but in deal- 
ing with this noble art of architecture I lack that 
assurance. If it were a question of politics, or of 
Ireland, perhaps I could speak with more confidence. 
‘At any rate, I can voice your views in saying he has 
given us a most interesting lecture. He has not only 
provided an evening of pleasure and information, but 
he has raised feelings of emotion with reference to 
Canada in those of us who have visited that great 
country or who are natives of it. He has also—no 
doubt due to the sparkling company of native-born 
Canadian architects, and to Canadian architecture— 
got a happy turn of phrase which is quite un-English, 
Tt is neither Gothic, Renaissance, Roman, Greek, nor 
Egyptian ; but I think it is typical of the New World, 
and it has certainly made his lecture all the more 
interesting. I have often thought that the architec- 
ture of this Old World, based on castles and moated 
houses, monasteries, and so on, is rooted in fear ; and 
it is even reflected to-day in the immense walls that 
surround the lucky individuals who live in huge 
houses situated in beautiful parks, so that the owners 
may enjoy them and the mob be kept outside. In 
Canada and the United States the element of fear of 
the other fellow or of the mob has never arisen, and 
‘our architecture, at any rate, does not possess those 
immense walls that, to my mind, ruin the landscape 
of England as much as the advertisement of some- 
body's certain cure for all our ills. I hope the walls 
and the advertisements will go together. I regret to 
hear that the Canadian Government—whether it is, a 
Federal or a provincial matter I am not sure—has not 
taken more active steps to preserve, historically and 
literally, those structures that still represent the 
beginning of architecture in romantic Quebec, and 
its development from generation to generation. We 
have here with us to-night the distinguished Ambas- 
sador for Canada, the High Commissioner, and 1 
would press upon him the necessity of informing the 
Government—with which Government he is all- 
powerful—to see that every step is tuken to preserve 
those ancient buildings which now form, and will form 
with successive years, one of the traditions of 
that part of the British Empire. In conclusion, may 
I say 1 have a splendid assurance as to the future of 
Canada and Canadian architecture. The object of 
the Canadian is the building, particularly, of struc- 
tures, like schools, universities, Parliament ‘buildings, 





and hospitals, reflecting that love of humanity which, 1 
hope and believe, is the basis of all that is noble in art, 
MR. W. C. NOXON (Agent-General for Ontario 
Every one of us, Canadian and English alike, has 
enjoyed the paper which has been read this evening. 
And I support Sir Hamar in saying it has brought 
to the minds of those of us who have lived in Canada 
how great the changes in the architecture of the 
country have been. We all hope that some means 
may be taken to preserve, for future generations, the 
evidences of our history as it has been written in the 
character of our buildings. Iam glad to know and to 
think that our lecturer this evening is a Scotsman, for 
the Scots were amongst our first and most courageous 
pioneers, and they have left their impress upon the 
people and the character of the country. Iam also 
pleased to know that much of the future architecture 
of our country is to be laid at the door of our lecturer ; 
he has for many years acted as a Professor of the School 
of Architecture at McGill University in Montreal. I 
am sorry, however, to hear him refer to the fact that 
the first school of design and culture was at St. Vincent 
de Paul, because to-day it is the most noted site of 
itentiaries ! 1 am equally pleased to know that he 
so much confidence in the future of architecture, 
because I have just managed to complete the course 
for one of my boys in that profession, and I hope the 
lecturer's expectation, both from the standpoint of the 
character of the work of the new architects, and of the 
value of the work, will be realised. 1 was sorry, 
however, to hear one reference in his remarks, namely, 
that so much raw material, in the form of timber and 
stone, is still imported from the United States. 1 
suppose you know the reason: itis in the specification 
of the architect; we have no choice. Architects 
should specify that it shall be all Canadian material. 
T hope, in time, to see the public buildings of Canada 
made, from the foundation to the roof, of material 
obtained within our own boundaries, and executed 
by people who have learned their trade in our own 
country, Our best and most skilled workmen used to 
be drawn from Great Britain; but you are not 
turning out such people to-day, and so you will not 
have them to export. Apprentices to the trade to-day 
are as nothing compared to those who formerly came 
to the country. I served my apprenticeship, and so 
I know something about it. It is a great loss to all 
countries when the young are not inspired with the 
feeling of the value af good work. To-day it is left 
too much to the buzz-saw, the planer, and the electric 
motor. I can only say, in conclusion, that I support 
heartily everything Sir Hamar Greenwood has said. 
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PROFESSOR BERESFORD PITE [F]: Pro- 
fessor Percy Nobbs is an old friend, and we have 
listened with peculiar interest to the pungent and far- 
sighted paper which he has given us. The paper and 
the illustrations have very considerable importance. 
Such a wide survey of the architecture of a great 
country is, in itself, a very valuable contribution to 
the profession ; it enables us to look back upon the 
sources, and permits us to look forward to the possible 
products of this mysterious, indefinable something 
which we call architectural design. 1am not quite sure 
what Mr. Nobbs has been looking for in his description 
of Canadian architecture. He has shown us a number 
of buildings, of which 1 think the most impress 











wuality is their scale, And, looking out from this tight 
little island and these overcrowded cities to the wide 
areas and plains of the New World, one would 





expect 
to find that sense of scale characteristic of the landscape 
of the country most strongly marked. One will confess 
that the sense of homogeneous style, a real feeling for 
ornament, any expression of intellectual culture, is 
almost sought for in vain. ‘The great opportunity, the 
freedom from the limitations of cost, has set’ the 
architect free to design great buildings and to attempt 
Diem eee 
‘opportunities with the higher qualities is a matter for 
Se Nobbe's raoatieetions consideration, and is very 
suggestive to us as we look at Canadian art. 
one point I would like to suggest that some 
information would be helpful. Until a few years ago— 
that is to say, in the days when Professor Nobbs and 
myself were learning architecture—our main source of 
instruction was the current work of the day at home. 
A little earlier it was the work of the past, I cannot 
help feeling that the mere recital of a few great names 
almost calls up the process of development. For 
instance, the name of Norman Shaw. We were ex- 
ed to think as Norman Shaw thought, and we 
earned how he thought from the weekly architectural 
journals. Those journalshaveexercised a great influence 
on architectural development, and have saved students 
t deal of thinking. And I rather judge that the 
iuences which we perceive in Canada are derived 
from American architectural journals, and that the 
expansive dreams of our sky-scraping brothers are 
titivating the imaginations their Canadian neigh- 
bours, Itis scarcely for us to criticise, but I think t 
might have done better if they had turned their atten- 
tion to the more solemn sources which afflict Sir Hamar 
Greenwood with fear and terror, in the Old World, 
‘There is another element which is lacking, and on which 
farther light might be shown. Very few ofthe buildings 
hich we have seen to-night make any sppeal tothe 
higher qualities of thought and life. uildings of 
jon, the buildings of education, have been only 
ily ‘referred to ; perhaps, unfortunately, they do 
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not fall within the purview of the paper because t 
have not fallen into the hands of Candia sechitene’, 
but, ultimately, there is no spiritual appeal in the come 
mercial building, and the spiritual appeal of a great 
public monument, of a capital building, of the Imperial 
Government House, is lost in competitive design. The 
absence of the higher, deeper and more subtle qualities 
from the current buildings of the new countries 14 
serious reflection. How far, apart from buildings 
‘erected for spiritual purposes, architecture flourishes 
ss spistual power, ita question which should be most 
earnestly and carefully considered, I do not suggest 
the imputing of any facile spiritual meaning upon 
rdinary design, but a simple reflection upon the une 
doubted fact that the impressive buildings of the world 
in all ages, down to the Renaissance and subsequent 
to the appearance of the Renaissance, have been build- 
ings devoted to other purposes than commerce or self 
aggrandisement. That is a point of view which, 1 
think, i unchallengeable if we remember the scope of 
the art from the Great Pyramid, the Greck Temple, 
through the Middle Ages, even to St. Peter's, and St, 
Paul's in London. Until buildings of that character 
and motive arrive in the New World we shall still find 
the New World bursting the heavens with sky-scrapers 
for commercial development. ‘The ordinary courte of 
Canadian architecture has been most “admirably 
sketched. We have seen the reflection of Engl 
tradition, the reflection of the Gothic Revival, and the 
return to the semi-Roman fancy of to-day, and I 
bases tas ‘that the schools and the attempt of such 
men as Mr. Nobbs to concentrate the attention on the 
higher aspects of architecture will in future tend to 
produce a serious and cultural element in Canadian 
architecture, to the great joy of all who are true 
Britons, and who love everything so intimately con 
nected with British hopes as our great Dominions 
across the sea, 
MR. FRANK W. SIMON [F.]: It gives me very 
fst pleasure to add my tribute to the charming and 
ightful paper which Mr. Perey Nobbs has given us 
to-night. I have known Mr. Nobbs quite a long time 
he was a student of mine in Edinburgh when Sit 
Rowand Anderson started his school of architecture 
there, and I took the early morning class, We went 
there from 8 to 10 in the mornings, and Mr. Nobbs 
orked hard and diligently; and the progress he has” 
made since shows what he did in those early days, 
Mr. Nobbs himself has done some charming work 
Canada, but he has been very modest about it 
over two very delightful buildings of his own. 
Pave moch pleaure in adding my tribute of thanks to 
ims for ie paper 
MR, SEP! iMUs WARWICK [F]: As an archi- 
tect who has practised for a few years 
should like to take this Opportunty, w eae : 
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, of making a brief personal tribute to 


hhim for his Pa 

Professor Nobbs.” You will all have gained some 

of his scholarship, and, but for his modesty, you might 

have seen what he is capable of as a practising architect. 

Unfortunately for ws, he has ony shown an infinitesimal 

selection of his own work, and I think the modern 

of his Paper has suffered alittle in consequence. 

are many charming buildings by Nobbs and Hyde, 

both inthe commercial potion of Montes and Bi 

residential quarter on the upper slopes of Mount 

and Westmount, which any other lecturer reading a 

pape on Canadian Architecture would of neceaticy 
Wve included, together with examples throughout the 








prairie provinces to Alberta. Just before I left Canada 
it vas my privilege to act as oe ofthe Assetor forthe 
Province of Saskatchewan in a competition for the 
Regina War Memorial building. It was one of those 
competitions—fortunately for the assessors—in which 
‘one design stood predominantly above the others, so 
that it was an easy matter to make an award. ‘The 
design happened to be the work of our lecturer, and it 
‘would have given you much pleasure had it been shown 
‘on the screen to-night, as its representative of the best 
work that is being done in the Dominion at the present 
time, Apart from his duties at McGill and in his 
architectural practice, Mr. Nobbs has given an immense 





amount of time to the interests of this Institute in 
Canada. T hope that he will go back feeling that we all 


SS it very highly. 

E CHAIRMAN : I apologise for the absence of 
‘our President, Mr. Gotch ; in the present condition 
of the railways he had to catch an early train home 
to-day. I should like to add my own personal thanks 
to Mr. Nobbs for the delightful hour we have spent. 1 
feel I cannot add anything to the remarks we have had 
from the proposer and seconder of the vote of thanks, 
and from other speakers, therefore I would like to put 
the vote to you in the usial way. 

‘Carried by acclamation. 

MR. PERCY NOBBS (in reply): 1, would like to 
say how much touched I am by the things some of 
you have said about me, and I will ask you to look 
at the collection of photographs which I have brought 
with me. assure you that wri i 
light dung compared with 
photographs. Some of these pho 
their way to the British Empire Exhibition as sepre- 
sentations of typical Canadian architecture, and. 
you may not have another opportunity of sing. Whe 
co-operated in getting them together was very 
about it. I would like you to take the photographs 
more seriously than you did my remarks. 
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The Emergence of a New Style : 


BY SYDNEY D. KITSON, MA. [Fj. 


architecture has recently appeared in the 

Weekly Westminster. Professor C. H. Reilly's 
rollicking style and occasional touches of deliberate 
and delightful naughtiness remind one of the Irish novels 
of Charles Lever and make these articles exceedingly 
good reading. But there is 2 great deal more behind 
this engaging attack. His big guns are trained direct 
upon the objects of his criticism, and he fires with a 
deadly accuracy and 4 devastating effect. The archi- 
tecture of the last half of the nineteenth century—like 
the forts of Belgium—is unsuited to the attacks of 
modern artillery, and it succumbs. Professor Reilly, 
however, is by no means content with winning the war : 
he gives us also a new style, fit for heroes to express 
themselves in. 

‘These articles are written for public consumption 
and are in no way addressed to the architect as such. 
‘They are all the more interesting for this reason. The 
writer insists that since the general public can only 
judge of the vast majority of buildings by their outside 
—by their clothes, in fact—architecture then becomes 
an appeal to the emotions of the average man. Professor 

illy’s papers in the Weekly Westminster are admir- 
ably calculated to stimulate and inform this emotion 
and to lead it into the higher plane of the intellectual 
enjoyment of architecture. 

He begins by suggesting what should be looked for 
—good manners and urbanity—in town building. He 
then takes a few of the principal types, such as Govern- 
ment and municipal offices, banks, stores and suburban 
houses, and analyses them to see whether or no types 
are being evolved which will reveal our civilisation to 
posterity. He holds that in so far as recent Govern- 
ment buildings have departed from the traditional 
style of Somerset House—with its dignity and right 
London scale—the results have been unfortunate. 

‘The office blocks are then passed under review, and 
some severe things are said of the strong modelling 
and high ornateness which characterise so many of the 
narrow frontages in the City. English banks are com- 

red with American ones to the disadvantage of the 
Eermer. ‘The American Sscharets work anes ia 

ving dignified expression, externally and internally, 
{ one great hall. ‘The finest materials and workman- 
ship are at his disposal. Was there ever any problem 
like it, at once so simple and so splendid, since the days 
of the Greek temy We, on the other hand, in 
replacing our public houses with banks at the corners 
of main thoroughfare, have carried onthe public house 
plan and the public house tradition. is the 
public bar and the private bar in each. ‘The public bar 
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is of any shape so long as there is sufficient counter 
space, and the private bar, or manager's office, has the 
same mahogany and frosted glass. Externally each 
shows, too, a nice taste in pink, polished granite.” 

‘The emasculation of the small suburban house was 
due to the building by-laws, whose minimum became 
the maximum of the jerry builder. Recent events have 
led to the remodelling of the model by-laws and to a 
better Iay-out of roads and houses.“ We have now 
‘groups of three or four houses of simple shape, which 
being simple can combine with some sort of unity.” 

Tn his final article on “the emergence of a new 
style,” Professor Reilly writes with a directness of 
vision and a foree of sincerity which challenge atten- 
tion. The nineteenth century, he says, witnessed a 
revival of one fashion after the other, 30 that it is pos- 
sible in a walk round any English town to date the 
buildings of every decade : and yet there was no real 
development of style because there was no underlyin 
seriousness of purpose. But now a new need, whic 
corresponds to a spiritual State, has arisen. It was there 
before the war, butit has been affected and strengthened 
by the war. The new style is described as one which 
relies on mass and volume for its effects rather than on 
surface modelling. “* Its main quality is its starkness. 
It is a lean style, expressive at once of economy, effi 
ciency and steel construction.” The sense of individual 
ownership lusion is disappearing to give place to 
communal hives of industry" clegant, ficient 
‘machines for multiple use by a vast number of persons.’” 
Norman Shaw once said that the introduction of steel 
‘construction and reinforced concrete meant either the 
cad—or the besianin if architecture, Professor 

lly’s visio and imaginative—sees. the 
beginning, based upon the post-war desire for clean, 
honest, direct expression in all we do, Starkness, he 
says, is the dominant note— but starkness is in itself 
ao bad quality. Iisa quality to be found in, Greek 
temples, in Florentine palaces and in early Gothic 
naves.”” 

‘This vision is entitled to the greatest respect, and it 
is put forward in these articles in an attractive and con 
vincing way. And yet his task calls for all the per- 
suasiveness of which he is a master, since the British 
public, the users of architecture, are the most conser- 
Yative people in the world, and all of them are not pre- 
pared, just yet, to regard every building as a commu- 
sal hive of industry.” Nor are they, all of them, yet 
educated up to the “ starkness" of the new style. 
Indeed, an intelligent layman, the Master of a 
school, the other day characterised the Bush buil 
the Strand as" cruel and naked.” 














CHARING CROSS BRIDGE 


that is Captain Swinton. I do not know whether 
Captain Swinton would like to explain it later on if he 
is called upon to speak. It suggests an entirely 
different treatment, and it is one which, owing to the 
argeness of the Scheme, quite appeals to certain 
authorities. Tam an enthusiastic supporter of a bridge 
‘at Charing Cross. Ido not mind what it is: a 
decker," a" two-decker,” or a" three-decker.” But 
for the capital of this Empire to have a horrible railway 
bridge there, in the centre of London, seems to me a 
most unfortunate thing. When we consider the dis- 
tance—three-quarters of a mile—between West 
minster Bridge and Waterloo Bridge, we must admit 
that the traffic problem of London—which is largely 
what we are dealing with to-night—must bear largely 
‘on the placing of one or two bridges between these two. 
Tt was with very real regret that read in the papers, 
the other day, that the London County Council, of 
we have the Chairman sitting here, had definitely 
decided to give up, for the present, any idea of erecting 
a bridge at Charing Cross. I hope that Mr. Gooch 
will be so carried away by the enthusiasm of Me. Paul 
Waterhouse and this mecting that he will bring up a re- 
solution reinstating the possibilities of such a scheme 
in public business, I think Sir Henry Kimber has 
treated the matter in a very kind way, forhe is chairman 
of the Bridge House Estates Committee, which has 

ill, I think, the intention of proceeding, if possible, 
the bridge at St. Paul’s. Mr. Richard Davies, 
sitting by me, and many of us on the Court of Common 
Council are very much opposed to that bridge, firstly 
because we are confident that it is not wanted, and, 
secondly, that if it were built it would be a great blot on 
the architecture and the artistic character of the City. 
We say nothing at the moment about the foundations 
of St. Paul's Cathedral. Many of us who know the 
conditions there, including our own member, Mr. 
Mervyn Macartney, believe that if such a bridge were 
built, with large tunnels, the water would be drawn 
‘off from the foundations of the Cathedral, and the 
safety of the Cathedral would be imperilled. But 
the main point is that we do not think itis wanted, and 
many of'us, on two. occasions, voted against the brid: 
It will come up very shortly, and I am hoping that 
Henry Kimber, having heard this excellent discourse, 
will between then and now haye changed his opinion 
and come to the conchision that, at all events at present, 
the whole scheme should wait until the traffic problems 
of London have been further considered. 

Mr, MAURICE HULBERT [4.]: I think the 
removal of Charing Cross Bridge is not within the 
sphere of practical politics. "Things move very slowly 
in London; Ihave known London now some 6o years. 
But they do move, because 1 remember when there 
was no Holborn Viaduct. They move, but projects 
get watered down very much, and anything like sweep- 





















































ing away a railway bridge and putting up a road bridge 
we must dismiss for a number of years. Iam trying 
to look at the thing from a practical point of view, If 
you were to take away things you did not like in London 
there would not be much left, We agree that a bridge 
at Charing Cross is, in the future, pretty well a neces- 
sity. Why not accept the present bridge and mask 
it by a road bridge on each side, built with masonry 
piers? There would be 2 one-way road and « wide 
footpath, and the road would be practically on the 
evel of the rails. The wide footpath would be 
covered with an arcade on each side, and there could 
be one-storey shops, like those on the bridge at Florence 
but, of course, on a much magnified scale. The 
mazonry of the shops would practically mask the 
iron girders on which the rails are supported, and 
you would see very little of the bridge from either 
up or down the river. With regard to the space occupied 
on the Villiers Street side, there is sufficient for the 
approach road of 40 or 50 feet, and the road might pass. 
under the wing of the hotel, or you could take part of 
the hotel down. Then, on the Craven Street side there 
is sufficient space by sweeping away the eastern row 
of old buildings, all old except the Playhouse ‘Theatre. 
‘On passing over the Embankment the bridge would 
expand 10 to 15 feet each side to allow of aline of shops. 
‘The line would be broken with arcades, which would 
give views up and down the river, and the whole 
structure would make a fine visible connection between 
the north and the south shores. ‘The question of 
levels would present no difficulty onthe north side ; 
from the Strand the bridge would be level with the 
present roadway. Reaching the lower levels on the 
south side would be a secondary part of the problem, 
and there would be a fine architectural stone or granite 
effect up or down the river, and it would also make an 
architectural connection from north to south. ‘The 
would be that the vista from 
Waterloo Bridge or Westminster Bridge would be 
broken, T can sce no other objection. “The cost 
would be comparatively small as against anything 
we have had put before ius to-night, and the scheme is 
‘one which, 1 think, might be put forward as a practical 
solution, "Do you suggest if the railway bridge is done 
away with that you are going to condemn millions of 
Jong-distance travellers every year to be set down on 
the south side of the Thames? Go to the railway 
company and suggest that, or go to the public in Kent 
and Surrey and suggest it. ‘They would not listen to 
you. The proposal I have made is a practical one, 
Greit developments on the south side would follow. 
CAPTAIN G. S. C. SWINTON : I came here to 
listen, not to talk, and 1 have listened with great 
interest. I want to say this about Sir Banister 
Fletcher's remark about the London County Council 
and St, Paul’s Bridge : the Councit have not, of course, 
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been pledged to spend money on the scheme. Certain 
ete im meeree nia se 
the subject, but there is no pledge ; the Council have 
not had the matter before them. Another point is, in 
regard to the Council money, which is your money, 
that the purse has got a bottom to it. All Tcan say, 
with a considerable knowledge of the County Council, 
is that we are tied up on Lambeth Bridge, there is the 
possibility that other bridges may require looking to, 
and if we are committed to the expense of the ap- 
proaches and St. Paul’s Bridge in the near future, I 


‘do not expect to see Charing Cross Bridge ever begun. 
‘The moment for the consideration of Charing Cross 
Bridge is most o ., because there is something 


ipportune, 
now going on which has never happened before, and 
that i, the union of the two railways. Under those 
circumstances, with the two railways joined together, 
there may be reasons why Charing Cross Station is not 
wanted. Iam not prepared to say that, but the union 
of the two railways has created an absolutely new 
fitvation eb regards the possibility of Charing Cross 
Bridge. 
MI. JOHN MURRAY [F}]: Te appears to me that 
Mr. Waterhouse has done not only this Institute, but 
London, a great service this evening in bringing this 
subject $0 prominently before us. problem is a 
threefold one: it is a traffic problem, a financial 
problem, and an wsthetic problem. ‘Thetwo, perhaps, 
chief, the traffic and the msthetic, are entirely depend- 
ent on the financial. If we could build this bridge for 
nothing to-day, I think it might be done ; and there- 
fore I have ventured, at the suggestion of Mr. Water- 
house, to put a few figures, not definite estimates, but 
based upon my own plan, to show the approximate 
financial aspect, and how it might be worked out. And 
although £ will not callie an estimate, I think the 
figures I shall put before you are covering figures for 
this problem as suggested by my own planning. 1 
have nothing to say about the cost of other plans 
which we have seen. 
‘The rateable value of Londonat the present time is 
about £50,000,000. ‘The cast of the bridge and ap- 
roaches would be, I think, approximately £4,000,000. 
interest and the sinking fond on that would be about 
‘£300,000 per annum, and a 14d. rate on the rateable 
value of London would bring in about £312,000 
per annum, Regarding trade compensation, loss to 
the railway company from receipts should not amount 
to much if the new bridge, station and hotel be 
completed before the old ones now existing are dis- 
turbed. ‘That could be done if the plan 1 have sug 
gested be carried out. ‘The new station, bridge and 
hotel could be built, and the trains connected up 
perhaps in one night, and then the old bridge could be 
removed. So there ought to be no loss on receipts if 
the work were carried out in that way; I am not 
referring to the loss on building or the acquisition of 
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land. The amount of capital required to carry out 
such a scheme, I think, need not exceed £ 10,000,000, 
‘The interest and sinking fund on that sum would be 
£710,000 per annum. ‘The rental from surplus lands 
and buildings would work out at{-400,000 per annum, 
‘hich would leave £310,000 per annum to be found, 
and that would be equal to another 1}d. rate on the 
rateable value of London, or £312,000 a year. ‘That 
would amount, altogether, to 2 3d. rate on London. 
And, to compensate for that rate, there would be gained 
increased trading facilities, increased rates and taxes, 
as well a5 the greatest zsthetic improvement that 
London has ever known. ‘The increased rate may 
appear large, but it would be a gradual one, increasing 
during the period the work would be carried out, 
‘say about seven years ; and if it were all arranged and 
the work commenced, T think it should be completed 
within seven years. “The advantages, direct and in- 
direct, which would accrue to the whole of London 
might permit the rate charge to be levied on the whole 
of London, and in a few years after the completion of all 
the work the advantages would probably be worth the 
whole of the additional rate. 

T have ventured to put these figures before you 
because there has been so much said, for many years 
with regard to the impossibility — as was done in 
this room to-night—of this work on account of the 
unknown expense. My opinion is that, from the 
financial point of view, which dominates the whole 

@ possible undertaking, and is 


poli 
‘MAJOR HARRY BARNES [F}]: Tama litte chy 
about entering into a discussion of a question of this 
kind. I was wondering whether the problem might be 
solved by filling the Thames in, in order to get over 
the high-level and low-level ! To. treat 
the subject rather more seriously than that, I do not 
think anybody can spend much of his life on the 
‘Middlesex side of the river without feeling what a 
derelict business the whole Surrey side is. And 
when one thinks about the position of this great city and 
this great river—one of the great trinity of rivers, the 
Nile, the Tiber and the Thames—it is clear we do not 
sufficiently realise what a possession we have here and 
what we might make of it, When we make a visit to 
Paris and drive along both banks of the Seine we feel 
that the French have made something of their river. 
Here we have got only one side of ours developed, and 
it is marred by the railway bridges which go across 
I can get no picture of the things which must have 

ted in London fifty or sixty years ago that enables 
me to understand why these bridges were allowed to 
cross the Thames. Nothing will make anything of the 
‘Thames until we get rid of them. ‘The railways have 
got to leave the north bank of the river ; we must have 
the stations on the south side. I think Captain Swinton 
has put an admirable point, for he says an entirely new 
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situation has arisen through the amalgamation of the 
Southern Railways, and it has made the problem of 
the Charing Cross question an entirely different one. 
T do not see why there should be two railway stations 
on the south side of the river ; Waterloo Station might 
do all the work, 

Tam a little sorry there should be any running of 
the two bridges against each other. I sympathise very 
much with those who feel that Charing Cross Bridge 
has been delayed somewhat by the proposal for the 
St. Paul's Bridge, but I do not know that they are, in 
the long run, antagonistic, and if we had a great river 
and bridge plan for London I am not sure that both 
fight not fad theic place. ‘The Chainan of the 
London County Council is here, but he is like the 
Speaker of the House—he does not speak about the 
policy of the London County Council. But I think 
Wwe might all join in an appeal to those two great 
bodies, the London County Council and the City, to 
stay their hands for a little while until the question 
of these river bridges and the traffic conditions of 
London in relation to them has been considered as_a 
whole, We are going to build Lambeth Bridge, St. 
Paul's Bridge is contemplated, Waterloo is being 
Tooked at, and Westminster is being talked about ; 
there is hardly a bridge on the river that is not under 
consideration, and I hope that not the least result 
of the interesting lecture that we have had from 
Mr. Waterhouse may be that Londoners and people 
who have not been born in London but have lived 
here will look on the river and its bridge problem as 
a whole. 

MR. ALAN MUNBY [F.]: May I be allowed to 
re in a plea for moving footways on these bridges ? 

t is important to enable people to get from one side 
to the other, and if we want to exploit the Surrey shore 
it would he’a great asset to reduce the time necessary 
for foot passengers to cross. There are very few 
places in which rolling footways can be used, on 





account of the buildings by the side; but in the case 
of a bridge there is no reason why one’s walking should 
not be accelerated by mechanical means of that kind. 
‘This mechanical transport would not add seriously 
to the total cost of the bridge: One might atart with 
a slow speed, and have three speeds, so that for the 
greater part of the journey one would be travelling at 
a fair rate, At the Charing Cross span we have to 
remember that the river is very wide ; it is nearly half 
as wide again at Charing Cross as it is at Southwark. 

MR. DIGBY SOLOMON [F.]: I would like to 
support the suggestion of Major Barnes that the two 
bridge schemes are not antagonistic to each other. 
With reference to Paris, I think I am correct in saying 
that Paris has three or four times 25 many bridges in 
the same length of river as London; twenty-six 
bridges cross the Seine against seven of eight over the 
‘Thames in the same distance, and that is a very good 
argument in favour of the suggestion that both bridges 
are really wanted, 

‘The President put the vote of thanks, which was 
carried by acclamation. 

MR. PAUL WATERHOUSE, in reply, said: 1 
found it very difficult to compress « large: eabjoce 
into a small compass, and I feel that by compression 
Thave made it less’ interesting than it might have 
been, I thank the mover of the vote of thanks for 
the generosity in which he couched his speech, con- 
sidering all the circumstances, and I thank him for the 
criticisms he so soundly made on the remarks I put 
before you. I thank also my friend Sir Banister 
Fletcher, who, in seconding the vote, pointed out that 
my synopsis of efforts is not quite complete, I can 
only say that I did what I could to collect all the 
material available, but for some reasons unconnected 
with myself I was unsuccessful. I should have been 
glad if I could have brought forward the schemes he 
mentioned ; I am sure they would have been well 
worth your consideration. 
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Architecture in Canada—Part IT 
BY PERCY E, NOBBS [F,], M.A., R.C.A., President of the Province of Quebec Association of Architects 


The Conditions 


We have reviewed the traditions, natural and 
exotic, affecting Canadian architecture, and taken 
some account of the Government buildings and 
the character of the cities and towns from sea to 
sea. It remains only to make note of the climate, 
the materials, and the culture—lay, professional 
and industrial—and’ then to hazard a guess at 
imminent economic conditions, if one would 
prognosticate the future of Canadian architecture. 
Enough has surely been shown and said to main- 
tain the thesis that, beyond the practicalities of 
window and roof making, at the moment Canadian 
architecture is a polite fiction. But it is in these 
very practicalities that there is hope, for they are 
due to force majeure, that most potent agency for 
making a distinctive character in men and things 
—weather. Of the Canadian climate, the worst 
that has ever been said is that there is too much of 
it. It is a high-powered affair of desperate 
ranges in temperatures and humidities and pres- 
sures, both from summer to winter, and from mid- 
day to midnight, Moreover, east and west, there 
are at least six of climate in Canada, all 
severe and most of them sunny. Ultimately, we 
might therefore expect in Canada as many archi- 
tectures as climates, since architectural character 
is largely resultant from window and roof forms. 
If only landsmen were as logical as seamen or 
beavers, or birds, architecture would be an exact 
science. Climate has already shown. itself in 
Canada to be a powerful solvent of exotic tradition, 
Bear in, mind, please, that most of the building in 
this land of 8,000,000 people on 3,700,000 square 
miles has been constructed within the last thirty 
under the influence of ten distinct traditions. 
the north wind time ! 

‘The climate being “ Northern” and classed as 
“arid” by the geographers and weather authori- 
ties, we find, when compared with England, that 
exposed woodwork lasts long, brickwork” and 
masonry require much metal coping, and covering 
on water tables ; copper and galvanised iron take 
the place of lead and zine; slates are an extrava- 
gance, grayel roofs a commendable economy, and 




















*The first part of this Paper appeared in the JOURNAL of 
1 February 1924. 
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double windows an essential to comfort (except in 
British Columbia and the Niagara Peninsula), 
It is a land of bright sunshine, and deep shadow 
accompanies all modulations of form. 

‘Materials throughout Canada vary about as much 
as they doin the similar range of distance from Lon- 
don to Moscow. Of lumber the best goes abi 
White pine has been wantonly exhausted. British 
Columbia fir is now used, even in Nova Scoti 
Except birch and maple for flooring, all good 
hardwood comes from the United States. Barring 
the West, all lumber is now inferior or expensive, 
or both, a striking example of exploited natural 
resources. In Alberta there are superb brickfields, 
whose product matches. the best in the United 
States—that is, in the world—the brickfields of 
the chief centres of population yield sound material, 
but it is uninteresting in texture and colour, 
Much first-class face brickwork in Canada is done 
with American bricks. The situation as to stone 

Most stone used comes from the States, 
Nova Scotia, Quebec, Ontario and British Colum- 
bia have granite, and some of the plants are as 
highly developed as any in the world. ‘The grey 
“limestones of the St. Lawrence Valley—Kingston, 
Montreal and Quebec—are unsurpassable as a 
dignified material, but they are costly to work 
compared to the softer sandstones and limestones 
from the States, ‘The olive sandstones of Alberta 
and New Brunswick are sad in tone and not really 
comparable with the grey limestone or American 
sandstone for weathering quality. Winnipeg has 
4 pale limestone with a strong shell mark admirably 
suited to large scale work ; this finds its way as 
far east 2s Montreal and as far west as Edmonton, 
Material has thus but little local significance in 
Canada. In many cases, whole streets of buildings 
have involved transport in the raw over five 
hundred miles and more, from half a dozen direc~ 
tions, 

Now, as to the culture which finds a general 
expression in Canadian architecture through the 
co-operation of the lay and professional minds, 
there is, of course, that easy generalisation to fall 
back upon about Canada as an interpreter of 
Britain to America, and America to Britain. For 



































ADVISORY ART COMMITTEES 


But the British public does readily recognise sin- 
cerity, a quality transparent in these articles and in 
the new style, ‘The style’s leading feature, however— 
called “ starkness " by Professor Reilly and “ naked- 
ness" by the intelligent layman—demands a high stan 
dard of skilland scholarship in its execution and an utter 
absence of affectation. We look to the schools of archi- 
tecture, for which Professor Reilly has done so much, to 
supply men capable of visualising this new high serious- 
ness of purpose and of carrying out buildings which will 
reveal our civilisation to posterity, This posterity, per- 
haps, when all is lean, stark and efficient,” may look 
back’ wistfully on the bad old days when individual 
genius, unaided by the schools, produced the work of 
Bodley, Shaw, Newton and Temple Moore. 


Advisory Art Committees 


A Suacestton to Crvies, Towns ano Rurat, AREAS. 

‘There has been, in recent years, encouraging signs 
of increased interest on the part of the general public in 

juestions relating to the preservation and increase of 
the general artiste and natural amenities of towns and 
rural areas. Expression of this view is also shown in a 
desire to preserve the fine works of past ages, while the 
universal approval with which the recent appointment 
of the Fine Arts Commission has been received, and 
the formation of similar Committees of taste which had 
preceded it in more than one provincial centre, clearly 
show the increasing interest which is being taken in 
civic development generally and the desire for its 
treatment from the wsthetic as well as from the purely 
utilitarian standpoint, 

‘The Royal Institute of British Architects is anxious 
to encourage these tendencies, and invites the co- 
‘operation of those actively interested to secure that in 
the march of progress the claims of beauty are not for- 
gotten, Asa means to this end it suggests the forma- 
tion of an Advisory Art Committee in towns and rural 
districts with the object of affording advice in a con 
sultative capacity in all matters concerning the ameni- 
ties of the district, including questions relating to the 
preservation of old buildings, the lay-out of new streets, 
‘open spaces, cemeteries, designs for proposed new 

wublic buildings, bridges, monuments or memorials, 
fountains, public means of lighting, fences, public 
conveniences of other structures to be erected upon 
land belonging to or under the control of the Local 
‘Authority, that may be referred to the Committee or as 
to which it may desire to give advice. 

‘The constitution of the Committee which is sug- 
gested will vary according to local cireumstances, and 

ill differ in urban and rural areas. In many towns 
Civic Associations. already exist, and the influence 
Which these or similar organisations possess may suit- 
ably be employed to foster the establishment of an 






































Advisory Art Committee. In smaller localities the 
machinery of the Local Ratepayers’ Association might 
be used.” For example, there already exists in one 
London district such a Committee of the Ratepayers’ 
Association which is doing most useful work in safe= 
suarding the amenitis of its own district, 

‘The findings of the Committee should be in the 
nature of recommendations only, and it may be neces- 
sary that all such matters as may be considered by it 
should be treated in strict confidence and not be 
divulged except by agreement with the Local Authority 
concerned. 3 

Ttis essential that such a Committee as is suggested 
should be representative of real artistic competence 
and judgment (though not necessarily of the purely 
professional kind), and that its members should be 
persons whose opinions are likely to command public 
Fespect. The cultivation and preservation of harmoni- 
‘ous relations with the Local Authority is of the greatest 
importance, and the best means hy which this end 
may be attained requires the most careful consideration. 

‘The Royal Institute of British Architects, while not 
presuming to dictate upon the question of the constitu- 
tion of Advisory Art Committees, will be glad to offer 
advice and such information on the subject as they 
possess, if requested to do so. 


The Library. 


L'ARQUITECTURA ROMANICA A CATALUNYA. 
By J. Puig y Cadafalch and others. 2 vols. 40. 
Barcelona, 1919-21. £2 108. 

It is probably beyond the power of any meniber of the 
R.LB.A. to deal with these two volumes adequately, even 
should he be well acquainted with ordinary Spanish, 
inasmuch as the letterpress is written in Catalan, that 
old semi-Provengal semi-Spanish tongue of which the 
revival was initiated just about a hundred years ago. 
‘The work owes its origin to the "* Associacié Artistich- 
arqueologica " of Barcelona, in association with two 
societies of similar aims at Tarragona and Gerona. ‘The 
sgtound of its consideration is—as regards most of the first 
volume—the important examples of Roman architecture, 
sculpture and decoration in which the N.E, comer of 
Spain (roughly from Barcelona northwards to the 
Pyrences) is so rich, ‘The rest of the book contains a very 
thorough treatment of work showing, in strong degree, 
the result of the same influences that produced the 
Lombardic buildings of Northern Italy and the Adriatic 
coast, ‘The illustrations (plans, isometrical diagrams, 
drawings and photographs) are highly interesting, cover- 
ing, as they do, a ground very little known or explored. 
‘The volumes are excellently produced. C. H. T. 
STRATTON, ARTHUR. Some Eighteenth Century Designs 

for Interior Decoration from the Works of Ab 
Swan. fo, Lond. 1933. £1. [John Tiranti & Co 

Swan's book, written while the Kent tradition of interior 
ration——s0 soon to be superseded by Adam—still reumed, 
irreat interest : and this reproduction of some of his designs 
Behelpful to those studying the eighteenth century. C, E, S. 
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Correspondence 


ACADEMIC DRESS. 
6 Raymond Buildings, Grea re WL. 
14 February 1934, 
To the Editor, Joursat. RIB.A— 

Dear Sin,—I have been approached by several 
members of the Institute on the question of orderin 
Academical Dress. As this matter has been appro\ 
both in principle (0 April gas) and Inter, tn detail 
(7 January 1924), Ihave been expecting to see an indi- 
‘ation of aome definite action on the part of the Council 
to give effect to the decisions of the general body. 
Members of the Institute are obviously interested to 
know what action is intended, and whether, as I think 
should be the case, the Council is taking steps to have a 
model form of dress prepared and approved for each 
grado of membership, so that auch of our members 
may wish to do s0 may know how to proceed to obtain 
‘Academic costume in accord with the Institute's deci 
sion, 

Lam informed that orders have already been placed 
with Messrs, Ede and Ravenscroft, of 93 Chancery 

2, and if this is a0 it makes an early authori- 
ion in the matter more desirable, 
Yours faithfully, 
W. E. Ritey. [FJ 


CASEMENT OR SASH WINDOWS.* 
To the Editor, JOURNAL R.1.B.A.— 























Dar Sin,—I have noticed in your Jounal. recently, 
under the’ heading Correspondence,” various. Tetons 
‘arguing as to the value of casement or sash windows. 

May I yenture to ask to be permitted to express the 
pinion that very largely the correspondence fas dealt 


With the artistic more than the practical side 
question. When one considers the subject from 
int of view, and surely this is really the more important 
use fresh air and proper ventilation are the necessary. 
factors to good health (one does not wish to suggest that 
the artistic is in m 
bent form. of ¥en! 
‘opening high up in a room or building to allow the 
to escape, and an opening lower down for the fresh air to 
enter, ‘The easement window cannot perform both these 
functions, though admittedly it can perform the former 
when a fanlightis fitted above it. ‘The sash window is com. 
paratively easily cleaned and cannot possibly be blown off 
its hinges, as can easily happen with the casement. 
realise that many complaints ane made about sash cords 
continually breaking, but my own experience is that with 
1 reasonably good quality pulley and an equally reasonably 
* good quality sash line, properly fitted, there should be no 
trouble for a great many years. 


Yours truly, 
Fi 6. Austin, 
* The correspondence on this subject is now closed —Ep. 
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LONDON MASTER BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


14 North Audley Street, Grosvenor Square, Wt, 
12 February 1924. 

To the Bditor, JouRNat. R.1.BA— 

I understand that the above association has 

recently decided to try and insist on the iniquitous 

clause being inserted in their contracts again, that the 

‘employer is to pay all rises in wages and materials, 

Nov, Sir, I thought we had got rid of the thing that 
stopped more building than any other cause after the 
war. It appears not to be so, and I appeal to all mem- 
bers of the Institute to set their faces firmly against 
the revival of this clause. 

Certainty is the foundation of business, and if this 
clause is allowed nobody can tell what a building will 
cost, 

My firm lost a lot of work owing to the insistence on 
this clause in the two years after the war, and it if is, 
now insisted on no person with a definite amount to 
spend will build. 

Incidentally, the contractors have not the slightest 
incentive to fight the men to a finish, or to beat down 
the manufacturers, if they can shuffle all extra cost off 
‘onthe client. Why fight if winning gains you nothing 
find losing isnot paid for byyou? -Lwould rather se0.4 
clause without “ any reductions in cost to be deducted. 
It would at least give the contractors an incentive to 
fight men and manufacturers and competition would 
sive us the benefit. 

Yours faithfully, 
Joux Cousmuper [F.). 

















THE BUILDERS’ HISTORY. 
To the Editor, RA.B.A. JOURNAL, 

Deak Sin,—Apropos of the review of Mr. Postgate’s 
The Builders’ History in the current number of the 
JOURNAL, it may be of interest to note that during the 
‘building of Greenwich Hospital there was something 
very like a strike of masons. ‘The minutes of the 
Committee of Fabrick record that in June 1700 work- 
men declined their work and some of them deserted, 
and in October of the same year several of the masons 
in a mutinous manner broke down the fence. 

Yours faithfully, 
Annuwa D, 














sane (Licentiate). 





R.LBA. CERTIFICATE BOOK, 


A special edition of the R.1.B.A, Certificate Book for 
the use of non-members of the RLB.A. has now been 
prepared, and copies can be obtained on application at a 
‘cost of 85, 6d., in addition to postage. 








R.L.B.A. MEMORANDUM. 


National Housing Policy 


MEMORANDUM BY THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS 


idle, Rigel lnsisee of, Bes “Arehtoos wo 
founded in the year 183. \corporate 
Charter in 1837. In addition to its own Members and 
Licentiates it represents the members of Architectural 
Societies which are established in every part, of Great 
Britain and are allied to it. ‘The Royal Institute thus 
represents about ten thousand members of the Architer- 
tural Profession. 

Early in the " fifties” of the last century the Council of 
the Royal Institute issued an appeal to improve the 
dwellings of the poor. Since that date some thity or 
more housing Acts and Acts bearing on the housing of 
the working classes have been “These have been 
jn the main based upon considerations of health leading 
to the examination of the construction of such houses, 
the size of their rooms, their layout snd their number 
to the acre, 

(2) Standard,—In later years considerations of deceney 
in regard to the separation of the sexes bave largely 
determined the minimum number of rooms, so that at 
the present time for a nomial working-class farnily con- 
susting of father, mother and children of bo 
twelve years of age, a living room of ade 
bedrooms and the necessary offices is considered the 
minimum standard of health and decency. 

"The Royal Institute are of opinion that every house 
should have a bathroom and if to health and decency 
are to he added convenience and comfort the addition of 
‘parlour is essential, 

‘On the question of layout, construction of roads, 
sewers, nd of buildings, the Royal Institute do not think 
it would be useful in this memorandum to discuss these 
in detail, but would observe that there has been a con 
centration of attention upon. these matters during the 
last four years unparalleled in quality and ext 

Tn view of this fact His Majesty's Government is aaked 
to reconsider the report on Bye-Laws, the ‘Tudor Walters 
Report and the Ministry of Health Housing Manual in 
the light of the experience which has been gained since 
these admirable reports were framed. ‘The Royal 
itute would be glad to place the wide experience of 
ite members at the disposal of the Government. 
sak i Renralycecounised the dificult in the way of 

jing a proper provision for the housing of the working 
Cassese threefold and may Be summed up 4s those of 
money, materials and men, On these three matters the 
Royal Institute make the following observations :— 

(G) Money—This difficulty arises from the fact that 
dwellings of the minimum standard before described 
cannot be provided without financial satence at, 8 
rent within the capacity to pay of i 
working clases. 

‘The Royal Institute, therefore, recognise that financial 
assistance is essential but desire to point out that 
giving financial assistance regard should be had to its 
effect in increasing demand to a point at which inflation 
in prices and wages ensue, ‘They also desire to emphasise 
the importance of high standard of housing as an 

























































essential condition upon which financial assistance by 
the State should be given. 

(4) Materials—The Royal Institute lay the greatest 
stress upon thei opinion that the materials best suited 
for house building are those which long experience and 
practice have brought into use ‘They do not desire to 
Uiscourage experiments in new building materials, but 
fae strongly of the opinion that the experience of the last 
four years, if examined, would be found overwhelmingly 
in favour of the materia in common use before the wa, 

in their opinion the difficulty in securing an abundant 
and cheap supply of such materials is largely associated 
with fluctuations in demand, ‘The inflation of prices 
which followed upon the abnormal demands made upon 
the sources of supply in 1919 and 1920 should not be 
forgotten. ‘The Royal Institute do not desire to see this 
repeated and are of opinion that it will inevitably follow 
the attempt immediately to carry out a housing. pro- 
framme beyond the pretent capacity of the building 
industry, ‘They are of opinion that the development of 
material supplies will take place with the minimum of 
inflation if the housing programme adopted is so carried 
‘out as to cover an extended period, commencing with a 
number within the compass of available resources and 
increasing to the maximum that ix required by steady 
increments. 

“The Royal Institute are moreover of the opinion that 
the element of cost in house building which is due to the 
price of materials should be isolated and made known 0 
that « correct opinion wpon it may be formed, For this 
purpose the Royal Institute consider that the work of 
the Committee on the Prices of Building Materials is 
‘of the wimost importance, and that the of the 
reference to this Committee should be enlarged if neces- 
‘tary 80 as to enable it to make recommendations on the 
methods best calculated to secure an adequate supply of 
at reasonable pric 
;—The question of output in relation to 
‘4s obscure as the cost of production in relation 
to materials and the Royal Institute are of opinion that 
it is as essential to isolate this element of cost and make 
it known as in the ease of materials and they therefore 
recommend that the Government should be asked to 
enquire into this matter contemporancously with their 
enquiry into the price of materials. The Royal Institute 
are also of opinion that to avoid inflation the necessity 
for an extended beginning with 1 demand 
commensurate to the capacity of the building industry 
to x maximum is os imperative in the ease 
of labour as in that of materials. 

‘The man power of the building industry was seriously 
depleted by the requirements of the War. ‘This depletion 
ws Fle by an industry already suffering from the effect 
of the depression in the building trade which preceded 
the war and is greatly accentuated by the fact that the 
apprenticeship system has broken down and has not 
been replaced by any other means of recruiting the 
industry. 
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“The Royal Institute cannot too strongly express the 
view that the solution of the housing problem depends 
‘more than anything else upon an increase in the number 
‘of men employed in building. Holding this opinion they 
recommend that the Government should at once consider 
What steps can be taken in view of the failure of the 
apprenticeship system to secure the annual entry of 
sufficient numbers into the building industry. 

(6) The Effect on Building other than Housing —The 
Royal Institute are of opinion that the attention of the 
Government should be drawn to the fact that house 
building has hitherto engaged but a small part of the 
sctivities of the building industry, "Those activities ure 
threefold : 

(a) ‘The maintenance of existing buildings. 

(b) ‘The provision of buildings for commercial, indus- 
trial and public purposes. 

(@) ‘The provision of dwellings 

It is clear that an abnormal demand upon a depleted 
industry for the purpose of house building must re-set 
Unfavoursbly upon the cost of maintenance and. the 
provision of buildings other than dwellings. It would be 
4 penny wise und pound foolish policy either to let old 
buildings aink into disrepair or to cripple the expansion 
of tide and industry at.» time when unemployment is s0 
‘great, Both these considerations point te the conclusion 
already expressed that a housing programme, while 
‘outlined ona aufficient seale and carried out with vigour 
tand determination must have regard in its earlier stages 
to the present capacity, of the building industry. 

(7) The Royal Tnstiute re of the opinion that the 
housing of the working classes is a permanent task and 
not merely x passing problem and that whatever machinery 
he set up for its performance it is essential that architec 
tural experience and practice should be employed to the 
fullest extent, It is desirable that the rerources of the 
Axchitectural Profession in every locality should be a» 
fully requisitioned as those of macerials and labour and 
the Institute in conjunction with ity Allied Societies is 

the Government to the fullest extent 
renult, 
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Proposed St. Paul’s Bridge 


‘The following letter from Mr, Mervyn Macartney with 
regard to the danger to the Cathedral foundations of the 
St, Pauls Bridge is proceeded with and Mr, Basil Mott's 
reply have appeared in The Times, Mr. Macartney's 
letter of 14 February — 

‘As the architectural adviser of the Dean snd Chapter of 
St. Paul's Cathedral, 1 feel bound to protest against the 
carrying out of the St, Paul's Bridge scheme, which will 
shortly’ come before the Court of Common Council, 
even more forcibly now than I did 13 years ago. 

In the intervening years I have learnt more of the con- 
steuction of the Cathedral with the result that Tim more 
alarmed at its state than Twas in 1910. There is yisible 
evidence of recent movement in the two nave piers. There 
‘was an inquiry held about 19%0 into vibration, but neither 
the consulting engineer at the time nor T wax satisfied 
‘with the result of that inquiry, and since then the speed, 
‘weight, and amount of vehicular traffic has increased 
enormously, ‘The vibration of the chain supporting 


258 


























the chandelier in the Chapel of St. Michael and St. 
George is quite perceptible, ‘The introduction of the 
six-wheeled omnibus will certainly add to the seriousness 
fof the menace, But the chief danger lies in the weakness 
of construction of the building. ‘The foundations are 
‘but 5 ft. below the crypt floor level, and He on a stratum 
‘of pot earth, also about 5 ft. thick, under which there i 
‘sand and gravel for 18 ft 6 in. till the London clay 
reached, the last six to eight feet being saturated with 
water. 
at the G ‘The level of Queen Vietoria Street, where 
it will pase under the new bridge, is a8 feet above datum, 
1 confess that 1 view the sinking of abutments for arches 
r-bearing starta with the greatest appre~ 























‘The Chapter have an agreement made in 1911 with the 
Corporation which gives them some control over the 
construction of the northern approaches, but I doubt if, 
in view of present knowledge, this protection is adequa 

If Mr. Basil Mott, the engineer of this acheme, will 
assure the Dean and Chapter that there will be no risk 
whatever, his opinion will, of course, be received with 
respect, but it must be remembered that Mr. Mott 
designed the bridge before he had the opportunity of 
examining the Cathedral, and also that as a member of 
the Commission on the fabric he signed the Interim 
Report of June, 1933, from which the following extract 
is ken ~— 

1 would be an exceedingly formidable task to attempt 
to strengthen the foundations and, in. our opinion, it ia 
not necessary, provided always that no building or other 
‘operations are carried out below the level of these founclae 
tions in the neighbourhood of the Cathedral."" 

‘This report is signed by two other eminent engineers, 
Mr, G. W. Humphreys, Chief Engineer, London County 
Council, and Mr. E, C. Trench, Chief Engineer of the 
London, Midland arid Scottish Railways, 

“The whole position is one to enuse anxiety, and the 
‘Chapter, while not desirous of offering factious opposition, 
naturally feel that no risk can be taken, 

Mr. Hasil Mott, in the cour of his reply, dited the 
16 Rebrunry, writes — 

‘As architectural adviser to the Dean and Chapter, Mr. 
Macartney. is naturally anxious about any excavation 
being carried out in the vicinity of St. Paul's Cathedral 
blow the level of its foundations, and Tam. in entire 
agreement with him, In the construction of St, Paul's 
Bridge, however, no such excavations will be necessary, 

‘The northern approach to the bridge from St. Paul's 
Cathedral to the viaduct aver Queen Victoria Street 
Will be on a rising gradient of 1 in-4o, and the works will 
consist largely of filling in existing basements, and the 
foundations for the abutments of the proposed. viaduct 
‘over Queen Vietoria Street, about 200 yards from the 
Cathedral, will not be. below the foundations of the 
existing buildings and will not be in water, 

As a member of the committee now investigating the 
condition of St. Paul’s, at the request of the Dean and 
Chapter, I have the safety of the Cathedral very much at 
hheare ; but whatever may be the trouble from which the 
Cathedral is suffering at present, the construction of St. 
Paul’s Bridge will not affect it im any way. Beyond that, 
the filling in of existing void close to the Cathedral, which 
suich construction entails, will be beneficial, 
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ALLIED SOCIETIES 


Allied Societies 


INCORPORATION OF ARCHITECTS IN SCOTLAND 
DINNER TO SIR JOHN J. BURNET, AR.A., RS.A., LL.D., ROYAL GOLD MEDALLIST. 


Sir John James Burnet was entertained at a compli- 
mentary dinner in the Trades House, Glasgow, on Feb- 
ruary 7th, by the Incorporation of Architects in Scotland, 
to celebrate the honour conferred on him last year of 
being awarded the R.I.B.A. Royal Gold Medal. ‘The 
‘occasion was a remarkable tribute to the general esteem 
in which Sir John is held. Mr. ‘T-P, Marwick, president 
Of the Incorporation of Architects in Scotland, occupied 
the chair, and among those present were Sir Huxh Reid, 
Bart; Sir William Raeburn, Sir Robert Lorimer, Sir 
Robert Bruce, Sir John Reid, Colonel J. A. Roxburgh, 
Colonel D. J. Mackintosh, Mr. James Paterson, Dr. 
Edwards, Mr, 'T. H, Hughes, Mr. Wardlaw Burnet, 
‘Mr, Norman A, Dick, Mr. David W. Marwick, 
Mr. G, Washington Browne, President of the Royal 
Scottish Academy ; Dr. Kelly, Mr. Alex, Proudfoot, 
Mr. J, Hamilton MacKenzie, Mr. J. R, Richmond, Mr. 
John Keppie, Mr. James B, Dunn, Mr. Philip Halstead, 
land Mr. Glassford Walker; Mr_ CG. Soutar, Mr. 
Jumes Lochhead, Mr. T, Aikman Swan, Mr, Robert G. 
Wilson, Mr. Alex. Grant, and Mr, lan MacAlister, Secre- 
tary of the RBA. 

Chairman proposed the health of Sir John 
Burnet, ‘The Royal Gold. Medal, he said, bad come 
to Scotland only. once previously. ‘This was the first 
‘occasion on which it had come 10 Glasgow. ‘The Royal 
‘Gold Medal was presented to some distinguished architect 
‘or man of acience of letters who had designed or executed 
2 building of high merit or produced # work tending to 
Promote or facilitate the knowledge of architecture, or the 
‘Various branches of science connected therewith. ‘It had 
been uwarded to distinguished men in all countries, and 
was given by the vote of all the members of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, to which the Incorporation 
of Architects in Scotland was affiliated. 

It was, therefore, the highest tangible token of honour 
to which any exponent of their art could hope to attain. 
Ut affixed the seal on his work, It was unnecessary 
to enumerate» long list of their guest’s works. ‘They 
must be familiar with the many examples in that part 
‘of the country, such as the Athenaeum, the Barony: Parish 
Church, the Clyde Navigation Trust offices, and his work 
at the University and the Wester Infirmary. Sir John 
Burnes might not inaptly be considered ws in some degree 
a reincarnation of the spirit which animated some of the 
bane sen of the past, who flourished in the golden age 
of architectural attainment in Italy, Coming to th 
present Hime, their aquest wae entitled to occupy an 

joured place amonw those eclectic architects of America 
Who were initiating those immeasurable improvements in 
all the qualities. which made for good art. 

Sir John Burnet, in reply, said —I am proud to re- 
ceive ‘your congratulations; I feet myself decorated 
beyond all recognition. After all, 1 am just a practising 
architect, the son of Glasgow ‘srchitect, who, in the 
desire to serve his clients as his father served. his, per- 










































suaded his father to let him go to Paris to study at the 
Ecole des Beaux Arts, at that time the firs, if not the only, 
school of art in Europe. With a Scottish boy's desire to 
et the most out of his opportunities, T worked hard in 
the atelier of M. Pascal, for whose interest in my work 
I shall ever be grateful—an interest with which he hon- 
foured me till his death in 1919. On returning from 
Paris to my father's office at the axe of 20, T was fortunate 
in winning the competition for the Institute of the Fine 
Arts in Sauchichall Street, now skilfully adapted by my 
‘old friend John Keppie for that lange and still growing 
warchouse of Messrs. Pettigrew and Stephens. 

T can remember yet the struggle and long night hours 
‘over these my first working drawings, which I insisted 
‘on doing myself, not only to learn, but in the firm con 
viction that attention to my first piece of work was the 
best preparation for the next—a doctrine in which T still 
helieve. It is to me peculiarly happy that this ceremony 
should ‘take place in my native city in the home of the 
Glasgow Incorporations, of two of which, though I fear 
we did little for them, my father was, and T arm, 1 member 
—the Masons and the Weighte—and for all my practical 
knowledge of, or sympathy with. there crafts T have to 
thank my father and the splendid craftsmen belonging 
to these incorporations who carried out his work, I 
shall ever gratefully remember the care and convideration 
‘with which they treated me when I returned to begin work, 
Looking back now, I seem to have been peculiarly fortu- 
nate in the varied and practical character of the problems 
Thave been called upon to solve, each problem profoundly 
interesting and an education in itself, bringing me i 
close touch with many of those in the forefront of scien 
tific research snd industrial activity, and leading me to 
many countries, often in company with my elient 
or his representative. 

My first visit (o America was made in the company of 
De. Barr, then professor of engineering in the University, 
with whom I visited many Universities and great eentres 
Of industrial activity, meeting many interesting, people, 
uch as Mr. Edison and our old countryman, the late Mr. 
Graham Bell, then known as Telephone Bell. Similarly in 
the company of my friend Colonel Mackintosh, the distin= 
guished medical superintendent of the Western Infirmary, 
1 visited hospitals and other curative establishments in the 
British Isles, France, Italy, Denmark, and Germany with 
the object of making the extensions proposed by our 
infirmary directors as perfect and up-to-date ws possible : 
in fact, in “reaping where we had not sown.” I early 
discovered that an architect must not think of his building 
fas.an archeological monument. If he has cultured his 
mind, and rendered his eye critical of proportion, form 
and colour, by careful study of past work in all countries, 
before entering the field of service, the passion or enthu- 
sp dere ase, ook Bo memocin of wince 
studied. bur study and appreciation of the purpose 
of the building he is called upon to design. 
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If, a5 1 have said, 1 have been favoured with the 
companionship of clients each keen on the purpose he 
had in view, I have been equally favoured in the loyalty 
and enthusiasm of my assistants, both in the office and 
outof it, and in my brother artists, sculptors, and painters, 
without’ whose co-operation I doubt whether the work 
you have so generously approved could have been 
done, and I may be pardoned if I make particular ment 
‘of my old-time assistant, Sandy Paterson, now a distin 
guished architect, who, in spite of the suffering which we 
all know he has so heroically borne, has found it possible 
tobe here to-night, From the beginning of my eareer, 
my colleagues in the profession have always made me 
feel their good comradeship. 

‘My election as R.1.B.A. medallist came to me as a great 
surprise. [had never for a moment thought of my name 
being added to that long list of illustrious men of almost 
all countries in Europe and America who have in one way 
gr another advanced the enuse of architecture, never 
thought that I might find myself alongside of my 
fessorin Paris, Monsieur Pascal, orfollow my distinguished 
Scottish confrére, the late Sir Rowand Anderson, the 
first, what London would term “ provincial architect ” to 
receive the honour. ‘That my work has seemed to my 
Colleagues throughout the country worthy of such an 
honour is, I feel, a great reward, and that you, my col- 
leagues in Scotland, who, many of you, have known 
me almost from the beginning of my career, should 
have taken this way of showing your approval of 
my election, is a joy for which I feel I cannot adequately 
thank you. ae 

Sir Hugh Reid, Bart, in proposing the toast of “The 
Royal Institute of British Architects,” said the Institute 
stood for all that was best in British architecture, ‘There 
‘were always problems in architecture to be solved, but of 
all the subjects engaging attention at the present time 
the housing problem was perhaps that which was exciting 
most interest. ‘The best architectural knowledge and 
ill might help in the solution of such questions as to 
Whether garden cities were the best or the only 
olution, or whether the provision of residential flats, 
now so much in demand, in larger and higher buildings 
roll back from the main thoroughfares and in open 
spaces would not be equally satisfactory or even 
spies ial aee tes See, 
in the country the garden city was the ideal solution, 
there were many who believed that larger and higher and 
isolated buildings, well placed on open sites, would be 
more satisfactory in the lange towns, as the buildings 
‘ould not ony be less cot in upkeep but would pert 
of provision for complete co-operative services, besides 
facilitating by concentration the important question of 
transit. 

‘Mr. Ian MacAlister, who responded to the toast, ©x- 
pressed the regret of the President of the Royal Institute, 
Mr. Gotch, that he was unable to be present to join i 
doing honour to Sir John Burnet. In the south, he said, 
they fully appreciated the services of Sir John Burnet 
to architecture and the wonderful efforts het were 
associated with his name during rwenty years, 
‘More than that, they appreciated the great personality he 
hhad brought into the profession in London, Last year 
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the Gold Medal Committee of the Institute received a 
memorial signed by almost every architect of distinction 
in Scotland urging his claims, but that memorial was 
hardly needed.” ‘The committee had already made up 
their minds on the subject, and i was a happy coinei- 
dence that’ their decision was in wecordanee with the 
tinenimous wish of Scotland” 

‘Sir Robert Bruce proposed the toast of “The Sister 
‘Ars of Painting end Senlprure.” 

Me, James Paterton responded for “Painting,” and 
Mr. ‘Alexander Proudfoot for " Sculpture." 

‘Mr. G. Washington Browne, proposing " Our Friends 
and Patrons,” remarked that Haas had. been said and 
written lately about the paucity of the public who take 
any intelligent interest in modern atchitecture. But in 
this matter his sympathy was rather with the public» 
For had not modern architects und modern archer 
much to blame themselves with for the alleged indif- 
ference of the public to them and their works? Had 
not architects in the last hundred years done everything 
possible to bewilder and befog the public? Had they 
‘not within that time had a riot of revivals? But with the 
‘Ghergence of the twentieth century one recogni 
distinct disposition to shed exotics, and, influenced un- 
doubtedly, whether consciously or tinconsciously, by the 
new building material, ferro-conerete,to return to amore 
direct, simple, and, he should hope, national expression 
of their art in building. And in’ that return toa more 
direct and national expression of our art he hoped they. 
‘would succeed in recapturing the interest of their patrons 
the public. There was one direction in which they might 
assist in that recapture of the interest of their patrons, 
He meant in the matter of exhibition of their works 
inthe Royal Scottish Academy Exhibition. ‘They had there 
2 splendid gallery in which to exhibit their work and he 
Tegurded ifs a national misfortune: und reprosch that 
they should be annually under the Decesity efmaing an 
appeal to England to sustain the interest of that gallery. 











BIRMINGHAM ARCHITECTURAL 
ASSOCIATION, 


ANNUAL DINNER. 


‘The annual dinner of the Birmingham Architectural 
Association was held at Birmingham on x February. Mr. 
Rupert Savage [F/], President, was in the chair ; he was 
‘supported. by the Lord Mayor of Birmingham, Aldermnan 
‘TO. Williams and the President of the Royal institute of 
British Architects, Mr. J. Alfred Gotch, F.S.A., the Town 
Clerk (Mr. F. H.C. Wiltshire), the City Surveyor (Mr. 
H. H. Humphries), Principal of the Birmingham Unive 

sity (Mr. C. Grant Robertson), Mr. W. J. Ballard (Build- 
ing Surveyor, Birmingham), Me, T. R. Milburn (Northern 
Architectural Association), Mr. E, P. Warren (Berks, 
Bucks and Oxon Architectural Association), Mr. Stock: 
dale Harrison (Leicester Society of Architects), Mr. J. M. 
Doser (York Architectural Society), Mr. John Bell 
(Vice-President Birmingham Chamber of Commerce), and 
Me, W.J. Wainwright, A.R.A. (Royal Birmingham Society 

3). 
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ALLIED SOCIETIES 


‘The toast of the City of Birmingham was proposed by 
Mr. William Haywood [F], who said that, outside the 
city, Birmingham was credited with much civie idealism 
and activity. Perhaps those who lived within the city were 
the least cognisant of its aspirations and its advantages. 
‘There were, however, certain institutions of which they 
‘were all justly proud, and amongst these must be included. 
the Repertory Theatre, which caused the name of Birming- 
ham to be commended and admired all over the world, and 
it was with consternation that they had leant only this 
‘week of the intention of closing it. 

‘Responding, the Lord Mayor said that while Birming- 
‘ham might not be all that the idealist desired, he believed 
‘that there had been a steady improvement during the years 
and that this would continue. ‘They all knew that the City 
Surveyor had prepared a notable scheme for the improve- 
‘ment of the centre of the city and the formation of an 
inner ring road. ‘There was also the great scheme at the 
bottom of Broad Street, where the Corporation had just 
‘completed the last purchase necessary for the formation of 
the new Civic Centre around the Hall of Memory now in 
course of erection. In Corporation Street there was the 
great rebuilding scheme upon which Messrs. Lewis were 
just embarking. While a good deal was being done to 
‘improve the city, nothing really comprehensive could be 
achieved so long as New Street Station existed, at any rate 
in its present form. While many splendid schemes were 
being urged upon the city authorities, he doubted if the 
ratepayers would be prepared to submit to higher rates in 
order to secure these improvements. 

"The Royal Institute of British Architects " was pro- 
Posed by Mr. Rupert Savage, who said he would like to 
correct an impression in certain quarters that the Institute 
was a trade union. It existed mainly for the maintenance 
of a high standard of conduct among its members, the im- 
Provement of architecture, and, as a means towards this 
end, the encouragement of architectural education. There 
were now established all over the country schools of archi- 
tecture directly under the control of, and largely supported 
by, the Institute. He hoped that the presence of these 
schools would tend to correct the great ignorance of archi- 
tectural matters which existed amangst the general public 
He would like ro comment upon the greatly increased 
share now enjoyed by the Allied Societies in the councils 
of the Institute. 

Mr. Gotch, in reply, suid it was with the greatest satis 
faction that he observed the large part now being played by 
the Allied Societies—more particularly by the Committee 
‘of Presidents of Allied Societies, ‘There was no doubt that, 
as a result, the policy and scope of the Institute's uctivities 
‘were being considerably broadened and a new spirit of en- 
terprise was becoming apparent. 

‘The Institute had done much in the last few years to 
awaken public interest in architecture, and he felt that its 
efforts were now beginning to bear fruit. Tt had on many: 
occasions been abie to offer profitable advice to the 
Government and public authorities, who, he thought, 
were beginning to realise that it was wise to relegate 
matters architectural to those qualified to deal with 
‘Mr, Holland W. Hobbiss [4.], Vice-President Birming- 
ham Architectural Association, in proposing the toast of 























“ Our Guests,” referred to the good work which had been 
done by the School of Architecture under its former 
Director, Mr. W. H. Bidlake, and which was being con- 
tinued under its present director, Mr. George Drysdale. 


SHEFFIELD, SOUTH YORKSHIRE AND DIS- 
TRICE SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS AND SUR- 


Professor J. Husband, MICE. M.AmSocCE., 
delivered a lecture before the ‘on the 14 February 
on Steel Construction. 

“The lecturer stated that in the limited time ut is disposal 
he proposed to notice some of the aspects of stecl con- 
struction of more particular interest to architects and 
would therefore confine his remarks to matters relating 
to steel buildings. 

‘Two distinct types existed—low buildings in which 
wind stresses were small or negligible, and lofty buildings 
on which wind pressure was of great importance and 
strongly affected the design. In this connection the 
‘experience gained from the design and erection of the tall 
steel framed buildings in the United States was valuable, 
In this country architects and engineers were seldom 
called upon to erect buildings exceeding ten or twelve 
storeys in height. The steel buildings might be divided 
conveniently into four units—the foundation, stanchions, 
floor system and roof. ‘The requisites of a good founda- 
tion were enunciated and the importance emphasised of 
distributing the load in order to ensure uniform settlement 
of all parts of the framework. ‘The purpose for which 
the building was designed determined the stanchion 
positions and consequently the foundation areas. Several 
arrangements of foundations were illustrated and expedi~ 
ents for overcoming particular difficulties noticed. ‘The 
general design and value of grillage foundations were 
carefully considered, the various types of stanchions suit- 
able for framed buildings were reviewed together with 
their relative advantages and disadvantages. Matters 
relating to the effects of machine riveting on built-up 
stanchions, arrangement of joints and design of base 
castings were discussed, after which the several types of 
floors suitable for use in steel buildings were dealt with in 
considerable detail and very fully illustrated on the sereen, 
‘The lecturer devoted considerable attention to special 
features in the design of floor beams and to their duty in 
resisting effects of wind pressure in buildings where 
special wind bracing was not provided. 

‘An interesting comparison of the relative merits of flat 
and sloping roofs and consideration of wind and snow 
loads was followed by a careful examination of the general 
effects of wind pressure on the members of the framework 

id of the various systems employed for the wind bracing 
in buildings, special reference being made to this feature 
in the case of very lofty buildings. 

‘The general scheme of the analysis of wind stresses by 
the 'table-leg” method was outlined at considerable 
length and the many points enumerated illustrated by 
reference to several existing buildings at home and 

‘The lecture was illustrated by about fifty excellent 
lantern slides. 
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THE ARCHITECTURE CLUB EXHIBITION 
AT GROSVENOR HOUS! 
‘The Architecture Club's second exhibition at Gros- 
venor House, which the Duke of Westminster has again 
Kindly placed at the disposal of the Committee, will be 
formally opened by the Marquis Curzon of Kedleston 
‘on 11 March, and will be open to the public from 12 
March to 17 April inclusive, The exhibition this year, 
under the title of British Architects of To-day,” will 
comprise four sections—"' Recent Architecture 
the war), “Gardens” (of the last. twent 
* Housing” (since 1913), and "* Memorial 
exhibits will consist of large photographs and models 
and in addition to models of medern buildings there 
will be 2 display of garden statues and pottery by Mr. 
and Mrs. H. Stabler, Mr. Percy Bentham, Miss 4 
chison, Mr. Clay, Mr. Alec Millar and others. Lady 
Constance Hatch has made another collection of “ Old 
Models,” which includes a series of twenty-five models 
of English and French cathedrals, lent by the Dean and 
‘Chapter of Canterbury, and Barry's model for the three 
towers of the Houses of Parliament, lent by HM. First 
Commissioner af Works, ‘The continuous lantern show 
will again be provided. and a special rota of lecturers 
«will suppy the informal afternoon talks to the lantern 
views which were so popular last year. 
























‘THE LIBRARY. 

‘An interesting engraving has recently been presented 
to the Library by Mr. Edward Warren [F.) entitled 
Sir Christopher Wren presenting to King Charles 11. 
his plan for rebuilding the City of London after the Great 
Fire of 1666, Wale delin. Grignion sculp, 

‘Wale appears to be Samuel Wale who "assisted John 
Gw9n in the well-known engraving of the “Section of St. 
Paul's Cathedral decorited agreeably to the original 
intention of Sir Christopher Wren.” 

"Through the courtesy of Mr, Douthwaite, of the Guild 
hall Library, it has been ascertained that this engraving 
appears as a frontispiece to the 1771 edition of Henry 
Chamberlain's History and Survey of the Cities of London 
‘and Westminster, a volume containing several engravings 
of architectural interest, 


NOTES FROM THE MINUTE 
‘MEETING 
4 February 1924 
Rovat Got Menat, 1924. 

By « unanimous vote it was decided to nominate Mr, 
W.R. Lethaby as a suitable recipient of the Royal Gold 
‘Medal for the year 1924. 

Nartoxat Hovsixe Pouicy. 

On the recommendation of the Housing Committee 
a memorandum on the subject of National Housing 
Policy wus approved and ordered to be sent to the Minister 
of Health and communicated to the Press. 

Anrenat. Roabs. 
On the recommendation of the ‘Town Planning Com- 











OF THE COUNCIL 
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mittee a memorandum was approved for submission to 
the Minister of ‘Transport. 
Sr. Paut’s Brtoce ax Cranmo Cross Brince, 

Tewas decided to invite the Royal Academy, the London 
Society, the Architecture Club and the Town Planning 
Institute to appoint representatives to attend a conference 
on 19 February to discuss the present 
take any public action thae might seem desirable, 

Inrepwarionat. Ceaser Coens. 

Mr, HD. Seatles-Wood and Mr. 
were appointed to represent the R.LB, 
of the International Cement Conzress in Ap: 

Tranexat.or Avreat (Loxpox Burzone Acts), 

Me. Jobn Slater was reappointed co represent: the 

R.L.B.A, on the Tribunal of Appes! 
Rertrep Fetiowsirr. 

Mr. F. O. Lechmere-Oertel and Mr. Arthur Edmund 

‘Street were transferred (o the Class of Retired Fellows. 























18 February, 1924. 
Apvisony Air Cosirrrens. 

On the recommendation of the Art Standing Com- 
mittee, it was decided to circulate to the Allied Societies 
fan advisory Memorandum on the formation of Advisory 
Art Committees for cities, towns and rural areas. 


Wace Stirs ox Tesoens, 
On the recommendation of the Practice Standing Com- 
mittee, it was decided to inform the London, Master 
Builders’ Association that strong exception. is taken to, 
their sction in issuing a notice stating that slips would in 
future be aft o 
the event of 
fact that the point is at present under discussion 
National Federation of Building ‘Trades’ Employers 
(which includes the London Master Builders’ Association). 


"Tue Rovat. Sanrrany INsrrrere Conomess, 1924. 

Mr, W. Glen Dobie [4], President of the Liverpool 
Architectural Society, was appointed to represent the 
R.LB.A. at the Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute 
to be held at Liverpoo! in July. 
























‘THE IMPUGNING OF THE AWARDS OF ASSES- 
SORS IN ARCHITECTURAL COMPETITIONS. 

‘The attention of the Councit of the R.L-B.A. has been 
directed to the action of certain members, who were 
unsuccessful in a recent Competition, in addressing letters 
to the Press impugning the award of the Assessor. 

It is the opinion of the Council that unsuccessful 
Competitors, if they feel that they have srounds for dis- 
satisfaction with an Assessor's Award, should approach 
the R.ILB.A., and that the ventilation of grievances in the 
public Press without such reference to the R.L.B.A. 
highly undesirable 

It is to be understood that this expression of opinion 
bby the Council is not intended to preclude genuine and. 
disinterested artistic criticism of designs submitted in 
Competition. 

















Ian MeAuisren, Secretary RLB.A. 











NOTICES: 


BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION. 
INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON ARCHITEC- 
"TURAL EDUCATION. 


‘The arrangements for the International Congress on 


| Architectural Education, which will be held at the 


RALD.A. from Monday, 28 Jly, to Friday, x Aug, 1924. 
are in the hands of an Executive Committee unde 
‘Chairmanship of Mr. Maurice E. Webb, M.A- ca 





“The following have kindly consented to serve on the Com- 
mittee — 
Sir Reginald Blomfield, RLA., Litt.D. 
i Burnet, ABA. 





|. Davis. 
Mr. G. Topham Forrest, FRS.E., F.GS. 
‘Mr. W. Curtis Green, A.R.A- 


Mr, Arthur Keen. 
Professor Beresford Pite, Hon. M.A. Canrab. 
Mr, W.S. Purchon, M-A_ 








Mr. Evelyn Shaw, M.V.O. 
Mr. Paul Waterhouse, M-A., F.S.A. 

Mr. Henry M. Fletcher, M.A. is the Hon. Secretary. 

‘The Congress will consist of Meetings for Papers and 
Discussions, Visits, Receptions and a Dinner. 

An Exhibition of Students’ work will be held, soa ei 
hoped to be able to arrange for accommedation for 
Exhibits in Devonshire House, Piccadilly, in addition to 
the galleries of the R.ILB.A., 9, Conduit Street, W.t. 





R.LBA. PRIZES AND STUDENTSHIPS. 

‘The Juries for 1924 have been appointed as follows =— 

alle Royal Insti Essay Prize—The Chairman of 

the Board of Architectural Education, Mr, Lionel B. 
Budden, Mr. S. D. Kitson, Professor Beresford Pite, 
‘The Critic. 

The Tite Prize —The Chairman of the Board of Archi- 
tectural Education, Mr. Robert Atkinson, Mr. Fernand 
Billeray, Professor 'C. H. Reilly, The Critic. 

‘The Measured Drawings Medal—The Chairman of 
the Board of Architecsural Education, Mr. H. Chalton 
Bradshaw, Mr. Theodore Fyfe, Mr. Basil Oliver, The 

itic. 

The Owen Jones Travelling Studentship —The Chair- 
‘man of the Board of Architectural Education, Mr. 
Arthuc J. Davis, Mr. Gerald Moira, Mr. Halsey Ricardo, 
"The Critic. 

‘The Grissell Gold Medal —The Chairman of the Board 
of Architectural Education. Mr, Donald Cameron, 
Mr. W. E. Vernon Crompton, Dr. Oscar Faber, The 
ritic. 

The Godain Bursary and Wimperis Bequest —The 
(Chisirman of the Board of Architectural Edueation, Pro- 
fessor 8. D. Adshead, Mr. Walter Cave, Mr. W. S. 









Notices 


‘THE ROYAL GOLD MEDAL, 1924. 

A Special General Meeting will be held on Monday, 
3 March 1924, at 8 p.m., for the following purpose — 

‘To elect the Royal Gold Medallist for the current year. 


‘THE NINTH GENERAL MEETING. 
‘The Ninth General Meeting (Business) of the Session 
1933-1924 will be held on Monday, 3 March 1924, at 
the termination of the Special General Mecting, for the 
following purposes -— : 
“To read the Minutes of the General Meeting (Ordinary) 
held on 18 February 1924; formally to admit members. 
attending for the first time since their election. 

‘To proceed with the election of the candidates for 
‘membership whose names were published in the JOURNAL 
for 12 January 1924 (page 163) and 7 February 1924 
(pp.227-8). 


ACADEMIC DRESS. 
Mr. C. Emest Elcock [F.] will move the following 
resolution — 

Gita Seay ny 
Dress passed at the General Meetings on il 
tga3 and on the 7 January 1924 be rescinded, and 
that no further action be taken in the matter of the 
proposed Academic Dress, 


SESSIONAL PAPER, 17m MARCH 1924. 
Mr, Hope, Bagenal [41 having found it necessary 
postpone the delivery of his lecture on ‘* 
Mlaed Requiremena” on 17 March, Major Pierre 
Barnes [F.] has consented to deliver a lecture on" National 
Housing "on that date. 


Competitions 


Prorosen Coxstantixe Tecantcat Counc, 
Mmptzsssoucn. 
‘The President of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects has nominated Mr. Percy Thomas, O:B.E., 
F-RLB.A., 2s Assessor in this Competition. 


Propose Masowic Mintion Mesousat, Comprririon. 
‘The President of the Royal Institute of British Archi- 











Prorosep Lay-ovr Competition, VALLETTA, MALTA. 
“The President of the Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects, has nominated Mr. Edward P. Warren, F.S.A., 
FRIBA, and Professor Patrick Abercrombie, 
ARB... 2s joint-Assessors in this Competition. 
Tax MacAuister, 
Secretary RIB.A. 
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By the flame andadives. Where anonyrat)i desired. 
Ser ber il be pice tad ones forwarded 
PARTNERSHIPS WANTED. 


Assoctare, civil aiid wieehanlcal engineer, wishes to co-operate 
swith member in partnership or az consultanit—Apply Box 9354, 
Cfo Secrotaty RIB-A., Conduit Street, Wat, 








AR.LBA,, many years experience in all branches of practhes, 
decisesuppolitmuent a cel ontuanager with possiblity of partoer. 
Ship or loterest-Accustomed, to full control and wi of 


farge drawing nla. Good tnminess knowledge, fnanes, mortgages, 
Te Gon ron, elo Secretary R.LB.A, 9 Conduit Stree, Wat- 


Ancunece Sonenvom (Aworit), wih extensive and matin 
fsiose reine oes eld fr connate cates Apply 
gusiic/o Secretary RELA, 9 Condult street, Wit 


‘Axcurrecr secks appointment with view to Purchase Partner: 
ship. "Newt. London or Souther Counties preferred, ‘but not 
eeitial “Apply, Bax 1634, co Secretary RILBA., 9 Conduit 
Street, London, Ws 





FORMATION OF PARTNERSHIPS. 


Mead. Mestons Sante Avice ie Bagger sad 
cof Mesh. Sharman and Moar, Architects, Cis = 
Surveyors, of Leicester and. Wellinghorough, Mx, W. . Moore, 
MSA. M.IStrucE,, has taken into partnership Mr. Francis H- 
ore, A AcLA" Ae pacts wil he cared oe a Mem 

aor oat Macey, ath oflees at Barclays Buldings, High Street, 
USeesters an 3e2‘Sheep street, Wellingborough. 


‘Associate; who Tas recently retired 

fan Public Works Ministry, has 
fntered into partnership with bs father, Mr, Wr. Beeston, MSA. 
ft will practise under the title Win. Beeston & Son, Architects 
find Surveyors, at 13 Castle Street, Dover, Kent, 














APPOINTMENTS WANTED. 

Assoctare would run and manage singlehanded the London 
offce of 4 provincial fem in return for uve of office—Apply Box 
Sese. clo Secretary RBA, 9 Conduit Street, Wit, 


suaacr (AERA 36 nw the oe a 
fie OLE tt te ity eae 
fetta fc tera ie Sa 
ici tae ea ms ant 

Sonera aay 
e naicenerak ts on iat 
Doren 














A.RLBA., PAS.L, would be prepared to act as Fxecntive 
Architect for 


iaher of the fastitute ob reasonable terms 
‘jo Secretary RLBLA., 9 Conduit 





IAncurzecy seks appolatnent. Very wid experience, Design, 
‘gett rectnestions! quantities, surveying. Highest reerences— 
He rete ats RADA 9 Conga Steet, We 


A.RALBA,, sith varied experience, would undertake wor itt 
Lande or Suburbs on behiall of provincial or Scotti architects, 
TeSwould be glad to do work ta his own office for any, London 
Greitects who requice temporary help—Apply Box 2603, c/o 
Sleretary RBA, 9 Conduit Street, W 

ARILBA. ol experience desires Assistantship with. view (0 
Parinenkipjor would take overeat practice one desirous 
Je ectiring fam active Work Apply Box ssr2, co Secretary 
HLTA. 9 Condit Street, Wt. 
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AAccuircoronas Assis see earageent, | Accstoned 
ents St large works and control of labour. Expert 
St moder constructign te design speeiseatogs an quantities 
Rony Box S234, 00 Secmntary LBA. 9 Condit Steet, Wik. 


VACANCY FOR ARCHITECTS PUPIL. 

Ax excoptional ty occurs in a London Architects ice 
for Gralenants Sin‘ Modeete peemitn, with portion tetgmed 
SSealary la lst year of articles, according to abllite showa, Every 
ine Yor inl peel ec ted  any bees 
‘Of Architecture and Buaiding by the Principals of the Firm, who are 
‘oan Aree an Surya, with «unger algae of 
re fd Apply to Box ibs, co Secretary LBA, 
Seonanit Serve, Landon, Wa 2! 




















Minutes VIII 


Session 1933-1924. 

[At thie Eighth General Meeting (Ordinary) of the Session 
1923-1924, held at the Royal Society on Monday, 18 February 
1934, at 8 pam—Mr, J, A. Gotch, F.S.A.. President, in the 
Chait. "The attendance book was signed by 24 Fellows 
{including 10 Members of the Council), 28 Associates (includ= 
ing 1 Member of the Council), 2 Ligentites, 2 Hon. Associates, 
land a large number of visitors. ‘The Minutes of the meeting 
held on 4 February. 124, having been taken as read, were 
confirmed and signed by the Chairman, 

“The Hon. Secretary announced the decease of 

‘Mr. Marshall Robinson, elected Associate 1893, 
‘And it was Resouven that the regrets of the Royal Institute 
for the loss of this Member be recorded in the Minutes and 
hut message of sympathy and condlence be conveyed 


‘Ms. Paul Waterhouse, P.S.A. (F), Past-President, havi 
read & paper on "The Charing Cross Bridge,” and illustra 
it by lantern slides and drawing, « discussion ensued, and on 
the motion of Sir Henry Dixon Kimber, Bart, Chairman of 
the Bridge Howe Estates Commince of the Corporstion of 
Lusndon, seconded by Sir Banister F, Fletcher [F), a vore of 
{hunts an passed w Mr. Waterhouse by acclamation, and was 
briefly responded to. 

‘On the motion of the President, seconded by the Hon, 

Sr ations ot te Taval Sooey for char peneeta fe 
and Members of 2 riety fOr vor hora 
lis tailendeeg tale toed for ae porpone OF tee aya 
Trattute meetings wan passed by acclamation. 

“The meeting closed at 9.45 pm. 

















[Arrangements have Been made forthe supply ofthe RILB-A, 
Jona (pont re) to member ofthe Aled Soci wh 

totimenber of hela at sypeciy reduced ulcrpton 
Of tan tyes Thowe who wich fo take advatape of the 
Srrengemcnt ave requested to vend thir nares 0 the Secrets 
of the RILBA., 9 Conduit Street, Wt. Sy 


Members sending remittances by postal otder for subscrip- 
tions or Institute publications ore warned of the necessity of 
complying with Post Office Regulations with regard to this 
‘method of payment. Postal orders should be made puyable 
to the Secretary R.LB.A., and crossed. 


R.LBA. JOURNAL. 

Dates uf Publication —1923:—t0th, 24th November; 8th 
and December. 1934: 12th, a6th January; gth, 23rd Feb- 
fuary: 8th, 22nd March ; sth, 26th April; toth, 24th May; 
th, sith June; r3th July; 16th Augusey 20th September 
18th October. 
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The Proposed St. Paul’s Bridge 





A LET 





HE following letter, and accompanying state- 
I ent, haye been forwarded to the Prime 


Jinister, as the result of the deliberations of 





8 conference of representatives of the RLB.A., the 
‘Town Planning Institute, the London Society, and 
the Architecture Club: 





26 February 1924. 
‘To the Re, Hon, 
J. Ramsay MacDonald, MP., P.C., 
Prime Minister. 
Sin,—The undersigned are members of a Confer- 
ence specially appointed by the Councils of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, the Town Planning 











Institute, the London Society, und the Architecture 
Club. "They represent the concern felt by these 
four Societies on the subject of the proposed scheme 





for a bridge across the Thames opposite St, Paul’s 
Cathe: It isin view of the special urgency. of 
the case (in connection with the possible allocation 












public money) and of its enormous ina 
that they ask the permi 
deputation, or if this is impossible, thar a hearing 
should be allowed before the Ministry of Transport. 
‘The nature of the case which the deputation, if 
sanctioned, will present is respectfully laid before 
you in the attached statement, 





‘TO THE PRIME MINISTER 


‘The design of the bridge would no doubt, before 
execution, necessarily come before the newly appointed 
Commission of Fine Arts. We venture to suggest 
that a matter so vitally affecting the public's interest 
in the esthetics and amenities of London should come 
before that Commission at the present stage so that 
be considered in conjunction with the 









its views m: 
practical and economical aspects before any commit- 
ment is made. 








We are, Sir, 
Your obedient servants, 


Canaticuart THostas 
Wrrtaast Davisox: 
Davin Barctay Nives 


S. D. Ansan 
W. R. Davince 
R. ALS. Pacer 
W. Ress Jerrrevs 
Rauen] Kore 
F, Vinerer Hanns 
RUM. Bannnorox-Waro 
Jaotes Bost! j 


Hanny  Baaes 


1 On behalf of the 
[London Soci 





) On behalf of the 
Toten Planning 
) Institute 





| on behalf of the 
“Architecture Club 








| On. behalf of the 
Baxisten Furrewen Royal Institute 
Paut. Wareriousi ‘of British Archi- 
H, V. Lascuesren tect, 
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Statement by the Conference 


‘The undersigned, being members of a Conference 
specially nominated by the Councils of the Royal 
Tnstitute of British Architects, the Town Planning 
Institute, the London Society, and the Architecture 
Club, have at a Session held on Friday, 22 February 
1924, issued by unanimous resolution the following 
statement of their opinion = 

Tt appears to us, as representing Societies all of 
whom are concerned in a greater or less degres with 
the attempt to consider practically, aesthetically ans 
tcvoomically the eyo ‘of London's need and 
evelopment, that the expenditure of public or other 
funds on the scheme for a St. Paul's Bridge, which 
wwe believe, now before the Court of Common Council 
the L.C.C. and possibly the Ministry of Transport, 
‘should be vetoed or deferred. We protest against 
it chiefly because it seems to us to he conceived without 
‘sufficient breadth of outlook. ‘To many of us it is 
| matter of conviction that no large and important 
road and bridge schemes within the Metropolitan 
area should in these days be taken in hand without 
the previous preparation of a complete and compre: 
hensive plan for the re-arrangement of Londor 
traffic ways. London's great size, far from being 
an excuse for piecemeal changes, 
them, in our opinion, inexcusable. Apart 
consideration, we feel that the scheme jacks fore- 
thought and ignores certain existing conditions, 

Its road connections on the Surrey side appear to 
unite it witha point which aready has direct and easy 
ecess to the little-used Southwark Bridge, which 
is within 300 yards. In this respect it would seem 
ity is unimportant. In any case it is not, 

fat as the public knows, linked up with any thought 
out acheme for the town planning of the Surrey 
area. 

On the llesex side its utility again is ques- 
tionable, while its disadvantages are obvious. 

‘The choice of the East End of St. Paul’s Church- 
yard as a spice for the encouragement of additional 
iraffic 4 to us singularly unfortunate, and it 
appears likely that the arches carrying the approaches 
tetween viaduct and viaduct may produce an embar~ 
rassment of street planning and of hygienic arrange- 
ment in a crowded area which is not yet fully con- 
sidered, 

Quite apart from questions relating to the stability 
of the Cathedral—questions which we believe are 




















sufficiently grave—it is clear thit the introduction of 
2'North and South highway at this part of the city 
must lead to a serious obstruction of the existing East 
and West streams of traffic, both that in Cheapside 
and that in Cannon Street. 


If there is, as it seems to us, any chance of the 

proposed Bridge and its contributary roads becoming 
4 definite impediment rather than an improvement to 
Sxisting trafic conditions, itis clear that funds spent 
‘on it svill be funds spent amiss, 
Itis, therefore, on the general ground that we believe 
the scheme to be based on an inadequate study of 
present difficulties and an incomplete survey of 
Femedial possibilities that we most conscientiously 
urge its abandonment or postponement. 

If, as is possible, the project is being hastened for- 
ward as a means of finding work and wages for some 
sections of the unemployed, we would respectfully 
‘point out that two bridges at Richmond and Mortlake, 
Heady approved in connection with the approach 
‘roads in the western river-side suburbs, are imme- 
diately ripe for construction. These form part of 
considered system of general road improvement. 

We press these points with a sense that the views 
we put forward and the anxiety of which they are the 
‘outcome are sympathised with not merely by the 
Societies which appointed us, but by a large section 
‘of the thinking public, who would with us deplore the 
‘calamity of large public expenditure on a work which 
may easily prove to be a costly blunder likely to add 
to ‘father than diminish the difficulties of the ‘Traffic 
Problem. 

Canmtcnant, 
Wrist Dave 
Davio Barctay Nivew i 


| On behalf, of the 
Tozon Planning 
Institute, 


















\ On behalf of the 
London Society. 


| On behalf of the 
Architects 








Gb. 
Bawisren Furrevren On behalf of thi 
Pavr, WarERitOUsE | pid Ser 
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A reply has been received from the Prime 
receive the proposed 
(Mr. Harry Gosling, M.P.) on 11 March. 
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Minister stating that his engagements made it impossl 
‘deputation personally, but that the deputation will be received by the Miniterof Tranaport 
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‘THE MODERN MOVEMENT IN ARCHITECTURE 


The Modern Movement in Architecture’ 
BY A, E, RICHARDSON [F,], PROFESSOR OF ARCHITECTURE IN THE UNIVERSITY OF LONDON 


F recent years the theory of building has been 
subjected to closer scrutiny than at any other 

time, Many experiments and revivals have 
preceded the present stage ; archeology has helped in 
the process, science has played its part; writers and 
ities have devoted their lives to a minute investiga 
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tion of the principles underlying the concrete literature 
of the world. We now realise to some degree the value 
of all buildings worthy of the designation architecture, 
"Phe secrets of historical buildings are ready to hand, 
as are the designs most recently produced, which in a 
few years will, in turn, become famous. 

‘There can be no doubt regarding the advances made, 
especially in the field of theory and research. ‘The a 
tect of to-day, alive to the conditions of his own time, 
is asking: Am I right in placing reliance entirely 
‘on my knowledge of the past 2" Such a one is con- 
Fronted with the unprecedented development of costly 
huildings in America, he is aware of the scope of con- 
temporary French architecture, especially planning, 
The views the struggles towards emancipation made by 
the Germans and the Dutch, and is spurred to further 
action by the activities of the people of Northern 
Europe. In this country, apart from the sphere of 
building, there are in progress a score of isolated move- 
ments ; there are, for example, Design and Industry 
Associations, Town and Regional Developments, new 
schools of painting and applied art, new coteries of 
sculptors, a3 well as a group of scientists whose b 
itis to undertake the investigation of materials old and 
new. Building, which a century since was the special 
provinge of the Acchitect oF the Architect-Enginee 
Is, in these days, regarded as a sort of Tom Tiddl 
ground, free to all and sundry. 

Tam not attempting to disparage this state of affairs. 
You are all well aware that the distribution of wealth 
and property has shifted the control from a few 
specidlists to many hands. ‘The trouble is that the 
various movements, which should be, strictly speaking, 
ancillary to the scientific art of building, are tending 
more and more to break away from the main issue. 
Taubmit that it is our duty, as architects, to regain 
control. "This is essentially’ the case regarding the 
various branches of art and craft. 

To recount past history is a simple matter ; even 
an analysis of old buildings with a description of their 
characteristics is comparatively easy, ‘To define how 
the theory of building should advance is quite another 
line of country ; it is almost impossible to forecast 

“Read at Manchester University before the Manchester 
Society of Architects on 27 February 1924. 




































































the future a8 for telling you how to design! You 
must tell me | 

"The variety of buildings is so great, the expressions 
and emotions of the human race so diverse and complex, 
4s to raise the question : “ Is there any vitality of idea, 
any sequence and continuity, within the works of 
builders produced during the past century throughout 
the world 2” 

“To some extent there is, expecially in Western 
"Phe sequence, although slight, 
is in fact a legacy of the Renaissance. thas been main- 
tained through the centuries, after the dawn of the 
ince, by the Greek spirit of perfection, which 
ite in common, If we carry investiga 
ind begin with Greco-Roman times, 
for over two thousand years building 
hhas enjoyed an intellectual status so far as the Occident 
is concerned, Building in its finer aspects during this 
cycle has responded to the emotions of peoples, to the 
autocracy of rulers, and the teachers of religion. ‘The 
consistency has been due to a systematic study of 
planning—that is to say, from the structural nucleus 
of the plan has arisen definition, which in turn deter- 
mined form, either Classic, Romanesque, Byzantine, 
Gothic, and later the works of the revival in Italy, and 
from thence through Europe. ‘There have, however, 
been many side trackings and departures from the basic 
principles, because the tendency has been to subor- 
Uinate use and function to decorative effect. 

‘After the seventeenth century, the Renaissance in 
France, England, Spain and other European countries, 

Jjuding Russia, more closely approximated in detail 
‘and ornament to the Antique, and the theory of the 
structural nucleus became of secondary value to the 

assion for external splendour. ‘The nineteenth centu 
in every country brought into being a revivalist 
which endeavoured to employ known forms and 
torical motifs for especial buildings which, in so far as 
contemporary use was concerned, had no prototypes. 
"Then ensued the struggle between fitness and polite 
expression, the latter a sort of rich mantle which 
enveloped the cramped structural lines, In most 
Examples the structure was falsely conceived. Under 
this system the French developed planning, mainly as 
tterning on the grand scale, and in this were followed 
Ey their continental neighbours. We in England were 
directed by the Gothic revi to study structure 
fand material, and to be unashamed of our construction, 
but ninetcenth-century life did not sustain the Gothic 
ethics which formed part of the creed. It must 
be conceded, however, that the French system, 
while insistent on the tenets of classical planning and 
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mosaicing, did to some extent take note of the 
‘Structural theory. But the predilection of the Beaux- 
Arts coterie for the Antique stifled the opportunity for 
legitimate development. 

‘America at the beginning of the nineteenth century 
inherited a slight tradition gained from contem 
Work in England, and to some extent from France 
Holland and Germany, By the year 1830 America 
had sought for complete independence, and turned 
eventually to the whole of Eurcpe for sepintion, is 
the second half of the nineteenth century this appeared 
the only course. ‘Then ensued the R ue 
development made possible by Richardson. America 
has since followed all the exercises laid down by the 
French, the Chicago Exhibition of 1893 being the 
point of departure. At this juncture she has her own 
‘especial coterie of architects, who aim at the evolution 
of an indigenous style, 

Itis impossible to deny ar to ignore the merits of the 
best works produced up to this t under the 
old system, which aimed at a general standard of taste. 





Its academic rulings and respect for tradition at first 
sight seem unanswerable. In most cases the buildings 
we have learnt to admire are models of stylistic form, 
‘but it is equally certain that they have no vitality. For 
two thousand years, following the fall of Greece, 





significant that structure has suffered in consequence. 

(On such reasoning can we assume the fact of stylistic 
‘sequence in the sphere of building, irrespective of style 
or local expression, marred by the vice of repeating 
certain primary forms which, centuries previous to the 
Christian era, had lost their meaning. This, in 
general, is the case, but allowance must be made for 
the development of the vault by the Romans, and the 
extraordinary skill in structural design shown by the 
Byzantine Greeks. On the other hand, mediseval build 
ing in Western Europe a structural system 
exactly responding to the particular conditions which 
demanded expression. 

Tis now generally accepted that building is as much 
an affair of acience as of art. In the abstract it is some- 
thing that depends on logic and definite theories of 
scale, proportion and fitness, as well as strength of 
character and artistry, to fit it for the concrete, when it 
leaves the crude stage and becomes architecture. 

‘Time was, especially in the seventeenth and eight- 
¢enth centuries, when architecture was considered to 
be a polite accomplishment, aiming at a sort of pictorial 
finish or veneer to crude matcals, Ther wt wos 
thought that form alone mattered, Designers, itis true, 
exercised their imaginative faculties, but they produced 
designs devoid of structural meaning. In other words, 
the works of such men, while eloquent of study and 
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research, were nothing more than fantastic renderings 
of this or that style applied to academic plans and 
limited structural shapes. It is logical that the imagina- 
tive faculties should be called into play for all works of 
architecture, but the process should be according to 
rules determined by the purpose of the building, and 
should be consinent with the stricturl sucleur— 
pamely, the plan—corresponding to the purpose oft 
building and thence carried and outwards to 
express the latent forces within. This, I submit, 
should be the principle aimed at by architects. 

Investigation has proved that all building master- 
pieces, from the earliest times to the present day, follow 
certain uniform and fundamental laws of mass, hori- 
zontally and verti . Tt is now sible, thanks to 
the abou serene acl erate) 
to follow the whole process of architectural evolution 
and to estimate the several factors which have helped 
collectively to bring about the development of stylistic 
expression. The curious thing is that the theory of 
structure has been partly, and in some quarters 
wholly, overlooked, for it is obvious that the quest 
for external jour and display has led to an un- 
natural for form without sufficient inquiry into 
principles. In other words, we have been studying 
effects rather than causes, 

All buildings have some characteristics in common, 
irrespective of size, of function, and of material. ‘This 
is essentially the case in regard to their structure and 
the nents of structure. All buildings occupy 
certain definite spaces. In towns the structure i3 
enclosed on two or more sides ; and in the open the 
structure must have a silhouette. The ultimate compo- 
sition of the masses therefore depends not so much on 
academic laws and rulings as on the disposition of the 
parts determined by convenience and use. ‘The dif 
ence between crude building and architectural buil 
is similar to the gap between the non-vital and the vital. 
A builder or an engineer can produce a building, but 3 
mind trained to express structure in terms of fluent 
planning, not of ingenious decoration, is essential if the 

uilding is to rank as fine art. It is demanded of an 
architect that he should be conversant with the lives 
of his fellows, that he be gifted with a reasoning mind 
and not above co-operating with other specialists. He 
has to take into consideration the various elements with 
which he has to contend ; he has limitations of cost as 
well as restrictions of site to consider ; in addition, 
while engaged on the work he has to enter into the 

irit of Project which he is interpreting and to 
alee the requirements of his client. Add oe his 
responsibilities as a constructor and his self-esteem as 
an artist, and some idea of the of his task is 
measurable. On this showing it is obvious that mere 
paper f in producing a pleasant plan pattern, or a 
Pictorial and silhouette, burkes the issue. 
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‘The result is far from realising the true purpose of the 
conditions. 

Je have met to-night to discuss building polity, in eo 
far as the latter applies to the training of architects ; the 
urgent need of interpreting present contingencics,.as 
well as to gather ideas for future and impraved develop- 
ment. It is our bounden duty to arrange the ground 
for the future, and to bring into action views both retro- 
spective and prospective. 

First let us consider the meaning of the term 
® Modern." Ino faras building is concerned itis taken 
to imply the latest expression of newness and the gloss 
of novelty; it can also, be taken to mean recency of 
achievement and the present stage of advancement, 
In this sense the Modern can be said to represent the 
sum total of experience and known idess. ‘To bring 
about the present, in so faras the art of building is con- 
cerned, the intellectual scaffolding of the past has heen 
Used, not always with economy or due regard for pre- 
valent conditions. ‘The term modern in itself is ambi- 
guous ; does it refer to the past year or the past quarter 
ofa century ? Things change day by day, and building 
in bulk, although yast in its scope, as one of the attri- 
butes of humane expression, is in reality insignificant 
when considered in relation to the complexity of social 
conditions. In this sense the modern is already old. 
At its best the evolution of building, or architecture, is 
an affair of slow growth, apart from. the current taste 
for decoration and stylistic forms derived from arch 
ology. It has, it is true, been found almost impossible 
to alienate theory entirely from the past, and this, in so 
far as an observance of fundamental principles is con- 
cerned, is a ruling that cannot be departed from, Build- 
{ng apart from ornament ot decoration, and considered 
solely as a scientific art, develops very slowly. ‘The 
underlying principles are few and cannot be added to, 

Having adopted this reasoning, it can be suid that the 
conditions of to-day to some extent determine those of 
the future. Our outlook, therefore, must be futuristic ; 
not, let it be supposed, towards the invention of fan- 
tastieshapes and forms, but towards a closer observance 
and revitalisation of the fundamental principles of the 
scientific art, combined with the recognition of newer 
and more economical materials. Tt would be » mistake 
to call the latest reasoning either Modern or Futuristic, 
Immediately « movement is named too much is expected 
of the promoters, and the nomenclature more often than 
not mulitates against success. If, on the other hand, 
the term building is rightly extended to include science 
and art, havingas its ulterior object the evolution of con- 
spicuous and real architecture, the movement will gain 
Vitality as day succeeds to day. We shall, if we live 
Jong enough, hear no more about modernism "" or the 
latest fashion ; there will be no need to invent neoteric 
or esoteric titles to excuse deliberate revision of ideas. 
Architecture is primarily a fine art; it is also in part 
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must no longer be regarded a8 4 polite 
nent or entirely dependent on past history for 
its ultimate expression. To be brief, if it is to be vital 
it must keep pace with the times, and afford solace to 
‘humanity as well as give convenience and shelter. The 
public demand of the architect that his buildings and 
designs should be in sympathy with the age. ‘There is a 
growing feeling that science does not afford all the ad- 
vantages that formerly were thought possible. It is 
how understood that architecture is an intellectual and 
a spiritual accomplishment, as well as being scientific 
and functional. ‘The public, while demanding fitness of 
purpose, also look for a high efficiency of artistic attain- 
ment, and realise that expressive forms are wanted in 
plice of caricatures of past styles. 

It is apparent from the spirit of the age that the 
present results—I refer solely to the best works— 
good as they indubitably are, do not completely satisfy 
critical taste. Intensive training has produced aca- 
demical results, pleasing enough to those who under- 
stand them, but otherwise incapable of carrying a mes- 
sage of clarity. Those who have refused to acknowledge 
academical restrictions have allowed to themselves 
some sort of license, often pursued without method 
and resulting in eccentric design neither convenient to 
ts nor beneficial to general practice. If the best 
work fails to convince, what can be said in extenvation 
of mediocrity and ignorance ?- How then cana method 
of building expressive of the ever-changing conditions 
be brought about ? Science is being invoked to aid 
with experiments regarding the strength and properties 
of materials ; the subject of acot is being in- 
vestigated to determine the laws of sound and to secure 
harmonic proportions and shapes for auditory chambers. 
In addition, heating, lighting and. ventilation, and 

itation—in fact, all the attributes of hygiene—are re- 
ceiving fuller consideration. It is now recognised that 
the science of engineering is necessarily closely allied to 
building. What is left to the architect ? Surely he is 
not doomed to become a mere decorator, one well 
‘versed in styles and periods, with a knowledge of fur- 
niture, and able to follow fashionable tendencies | On 
the contrary, the architect, in spite of present complexi- 
ties, is being recalled to ‘his proper position of chief 
builder, and it is his duty to lead and not to follow the 
fashion. ‘The architect’s participation in a building 
should begin with the arrangement of the structaral 
forms ; to be more explicit, he marshals the facts of a 
given set of conditions and proceeds to adjust them to 
suit a structural idea. In the first place, the nucleus of 
the structure is determined by the plan, which should 
be developed upwards and outwards and Interally, as a 
vital expression of a building idea. Planning thus on a 
geometrical basis, suited to human scale and humane 
requirements, is elevated to a highly scientific platform, 
Considered from the outset, it is logical inasmuch as it 
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expresses use, function, and fitness, and architectural 
because it aims at expressing latent forces both mech- 
anical and visual. There ensues a point in the develop- 
ment of an architectural work of art when contact with 
the qualities of past and contemporary artistry 
inevitable, ‘The process at this point cannot be defined : 
it is something temperamental and individual. ‘The 
future alone can bring about a recognised standard of 
achievement in this regard. On the other hand, struc- 
ture is constant. 

‘To master the theory of structure should therefore 
be the aim of the designer. ‘This theory should be the 
chief and constant objective of the schoi i 
should be centred on this subject as a primary iss 
it connotes a cool and calculating reasoning proc 
embodying all the minor attributes of building. Fi 
the horizontal trace will arise the upstanding walls, with 
the interveni it spaces, the corridors and stair 
‘ways ; natural lighting will be given to all parts of the 
structure, while intecnal perspective will be called upon 
to correlate the main arteries of the whole. If the struc- 
tural theory at the outset conforms to present-day con- 

and at the same time is cognisant of future 
ies, the building cannot help being representative 
s petiod. ‘The very facts and realities that occasion 
the need for the building will contribute to its main 
‘as well as to the articulation of its parts and 
It is almost inconceivable that for nearly 
important subject has been set 
aside and in some rare cass only partially observed. 
‘Yet in the finest periods of the building art this basic 
rinciple was paramount. During the past century the 
Fredch hava devoted much attention to the production 
of plans of vast scope, having the merit of fine pattern- 
ing. French architects have built up a system of plan- 
wing and arrangement responding to all known laws 
and academicrules. Certain truthshave been arrived at 
fas far us academic design is concerned, advances have 
been made. Tt is, however, undeniable that the French 
system, while directed in the main towards ambitious 
find idealistic results based on wide historical knowledge, 
has the defect of being supremely artificial. ‘The proof 
‘of this is apparent in the fact that the traditional system 
followed in the horizontal plane is not convincing ver~ 
tically, Tt must be conceded to the French, however, 
that their aim is not the production of geniuses but the 
raising of the general standard of efficiency, It is also 
significant that the French have awakened to a newer 
sense of responsibility. 

‘This isan age of economy. Steel and reinforced con- 
crete, a8 well as the reconstruction of natural materials, 
haye to be considered, ‘There is the necessity for econ: 
‘omising space. In other words, where formerly thick 
‘walling was considered essential, now, thanks to the 
improved methods of construction, thin walling is 
almost universal, "The latter, however, does not affect 
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the structural issue, which remains constant and basic. 
Do not let us suppose for a moment that because we 
have been encouraged to formulate our ideas on historic 

‘lanning that we are bound to conform to such motifs 
for new buildings. The past is a good seroant but a bad 
master. Tt has its uses inasmuch as it offers explana- 
tions, but it is complete and cannot be added to or 
altered, 

Go where we will throughout the kingdom, we are 
confronted with a vast assemblage of new buildings, 
some good, especially domestic works, some indifferent, 
and some beneath ‘contempt, ‘The inajority of these 
buildings, especially in cities and towns, have been built 
without regard to cost ; no economy has been exercised 
in the selection and placing of rial. The civie build~ 
ings externally represent motifs culled from historical 
examples at hom and abroad, the windows and doors 
lack scale, there is often a disregard for harmonic pro- 
portion between the components. The detail is a 
travesty and the ornament and sculptural interest 
negligible, Stich works, even the beat of them, are pale 
shadows of the original models which may or may not 
have been used as exemplars. What is true of the ex- 
ternal aspect is even more true of the internal arrange 
ment. Far from being dominant and truthful, the struc- 
ture, and by that is meant the plan, is often a confused 
juggling of the conditions, held together somewhat cun- 
ningly by steel props and obtrudent beams. 
it is this non-observance of principle, this adven- 
jus display of archwology, that is causing thinkers to 
rebel against the rulings of coteries who would fetter 
the scientific art with illogical reasonings. 

In such works, and they are legion, there is little to 
indicate purpose or fitness, and nothing at all repre- 

‘of the cultural progress of the age. The 
‘employed are finished precisely ; none would 
question the workmanship —the building surveyors sce 
to that—bur mete listless precision in the working of 
materials does not satisfy the general craving of the 
spectator and the user for fine ideas. Recently it was 
thought that an observance of the best methods of anti- 
ity and the Renaissance, as well as a closer study of 
the national tradition, would do much to raise the gene~ 
ral standard of taste, This ltter theory has proved to be 
forlorn. It has, however, had the good result of direct- 
ing attention to the vital issue of structure. ‘The 
scholarly and travelled architect has le difficulty 
in mecting present conditions halfway; he has used 
historical motifs for the want of something better to 
express his own views. Those who followed the lead. 
without enquiry, looked upon the result as being syimp= 
tomatic—a sort of fashionable tendency—which th 
could imitate in # casual manner, without research ani 
gue 
‘e are at last awakening, with a shock let it be under- 
stood, to the hopelessness of the old methods. ‘The very 
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awakening, rude as itis, and trying to our susceptibili- 
ties, isa healthy sign. We have, despite thedecline in the 
practice of the art, determined to escape from the 
shackles imposed on the issue of building by too blind 
an observance of what passes as definite convention, 
No longer must we be forced to copy Greek, Roman, 
Gothic or Renaissance models in order to make our 
aspirations clear to the mass of the people, It is 
too often urged that architects are not practical, that 
they are prone to indulge in dreams and to follow fan- 
lastie motifs, ‘This is a point that requires explanation. 
‘To dub an architect practical is to class him with the 
plumber's mate. An architect or chief builder is a 
technician and a th not a mechanic or manual 
worker. ‘The term * practical " applied to an architect 
is nothing less than an insult. ‘The man who is always 
proclaiming himself to the world as ‘above all thin 
practical” generally has no other qualifications. He 
uuses the word practical as his stock phrase, and is in 
danger of immediate bankruptey. 

The factis that architects, artists and builders are the 
people least prone to illusions ; they have their limita- 
tions, and they make mistake, but they are ever ready 
to acknowledge their shortcomings, Without advertis- 
ing the fact they are the most practical of men, for they 
aim at the realisation of definite products, 

T have endeavoured to sketch out the main issue at 
stake and to offer for discussion the theory upon which 
the future development of building asa fineart depends. 
We have now to consider the question of the sources 
from whence the impelling interest of future building 
will spring. fi 

In the remote past building impetus derived its 
‘strength from religious and military causes. In. the 
case of the Greeks it corresponded to the national quest 
for the ideal and the perfect. This Greek legacy is our 
heritage, In Italy, France and England, from the six- 
teenth to the eighteenth centuries, architecture 
grandest aspects responded to the interests of the 
or wealthy patrons. In the nineteenth century it 
parently took the wrong turning and sought to hide 
Tndusteal development uader he cloak of polite form, 
instead of endeavouring to use industry as a source 
whence renewed vitality could be derived, 

‘To-day democracy in the chief patron of the arts, 
1k Js ao in this county, principally ecnse of the 
readjustment of social distinctions, Here, then, is the 
incentive, as well as the ar f conditions that 
change from day to day, for the architect and the arti 
to interpret. ‘'he issues can be summed up as follows + 
Work, Play, Religion and Culture, ‘The first is con- 
‘cerned with commerce, which is a far more complicated 
affair than was the case even a century ago, when the 
issues of the transitory stage became complex. ‘There 
are novel conditions connected with factories, office 
buildings, warehouses, transport and mechanical 








































devices which call for specialised handling, There are 
conditions imposed by employment that connote 
regional development, such as homes for the workers 
amidst congenial surroundings, Recreation comes 
second, and under this category can be classed theatres, 
Kinemas, baths, hotels, refreshment rooms, dancing 
halls and. exhibitions, (parks and playing. fields. 
Religious observance in these times occupies the third 
position. There are many orders of religion ; there are 
churches and chapels to be built for Protestants and 
Catholics, and non-conformists, as well as meeting- 
houses and places of assembly—all subjects calling for 
specialised study. 

Under the heading of culture can be classed Schools, 
Universities, Muscums, Picture Galleries, Lecture 
Halls, Libraries, Technical Institutes and Laboratories 
for research. In addition, there ia the question of new 
methods of transport by air, by seu and land. We have 
to consider the revival of the English roads, the pro~ 
vision of road stations for motor-cars, and’ roadside 
hotels. Ie is from the foregoing, therefore, that future 
building expression will derive its potent and active 
force. Commerce is the mainstay of the whole edifice, 
and with commerce can be classed education. ‘The 
humane interest is undeniable, From such sources 
will accrue new ideas of taste; people will travel 
farther and faster, they will see more, read more, 
understand more clearly, for the old barriers of pre2 
judice and insular aloofness are fast being swept aside 
for an Imperial and Cosmopolitan outlook. In addition, 
architects as interpreters of public needs will have to 
take into consideration the national temperament. I 
have already said that science alone is not altogether 
satisfying in so far as the spiritual aspect of building. 
as a fine artis to be regarded. Science is now thought 
of as a means to an end ; it may by its experiments 
afford a certain feeling of assurance and superiority, 
but it does little to satisfy the emotional cravings andi 
deep-rooted instincts for the spiritual. Art alone ean 
do that, but be vital and convincing. 

reative art cannot be defined 
less to compile laws or 
It wil 
































appreci its, 
to the labours of earnest workers, 
showing, while not the chief of the i 
can be classed as a sort of common denominator of 
Kindred activities. All artists aim at the realisation of 
an artistic ideal, and if they can be induced to work 
her so much the etter, 

in grouping the various sources whence a future 
architecture is bound to draw its reason to be, L have 
had in view the necessity of making a forceful state- 
ment. Popular opinion is dissatisfied with the present 
status of building, Is it not possible to placate popular 
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opinion by returning to the issue with a. greater 





? 
‘The very complexity of which we complain in the 
particular art of building has been brought about by 
‘of the past. ‘The study of tradition is a fine 
‘ion, but adventure is more exhilarating. We 








occupy 
architects have been forced, the fault is not entirely 





(0 the unenviable position of being both patrons 
and ‘designers. We have come to regard our sphere 
of action as a realm to be guarded. ‘The laws we haye 
accumulated, the precedents we quote are exoteriy 
and not for common knowledge, Why should there be 
so much mystery? We are only working. against our 
best interests in. directing affairs from such an eleva 
tion, Is it essential to continue to invest modern condi- 
tions in the straight waistcoat of classical cut? Must 
we always think of architecture as solely a matter for 
pictorial display? 1.do not profess to show you how the 
new state of affairs can be brought about. The deca- 
dence of the art of building is bad, but the position is 
hot hopeless. Until, however, we reconstruct our 
theories regarding the wider issues of humanity and 
future conditions, it is useless to speak of a new style 
Arising out of a” readjustment of our preconceived 
notions of form. 

T have in my previous remarks sought to show that 
through our existing theory of building and desire 
to arnive at pictorial results and to satisfy. popular 
opinion, we have allowed ourselves to be tied to 
complexity and confusion, rather than to inquire into 
the nature of the principles which would secure eman- 
cipation, While we are dressing ourselves up to act old 
‘parts, we have no minds for our own times. 

‘At the beginning of the eighteenth century, when 

aste in building on the big scale took on its definite 
bias towards the antique, there began the practice of 
collecting models, drawings ‘and data with which to 
increase the knowledge of classical form, Originality 
‘was sought out of past originality ; the latter, which re~ 
flection will show1o be the production of slow evolution. 
None sought to inquire into past principles. ‘There 
were fine essays in style and rare examples of scale 
and pattern planning, but no demonstration of a 
principle. It'was the silver age of the Renaissance, 
When alloys were freely used in the hope of eking out 
the metal, ‘The discourses of Sir Joshua Reynolds 
appeared reasonable enough to the young students of 
the Royal Academy when the master delivered them ; 
their import was permanent enough to influence 
architects and artists through the last century, 
‘They counselled the observance of the known, and, 
as far as the ucademic rulings of composition were 
Concerned, were more than justified But to apply 
these rulings and theories to the art of building, other 
than to the very narrow limits of obsolete classical 
form, was to obscure the finer vision of architects 
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to the vital principles of building. ‘The present 
thought—it is not Bolshevik—aims not so much at 
creating a new order of designing and fashioning, but 
‘return to the structural principles of building, which 
alone can be used to express modern conditions. ‘To 
y way of thinking, it is hopeless to be original by. 
referring to past originality ; it is an insult vo one's 
intelligence to be told to go on copying form for form's 
sake. ‘The good men copy old form well, and the bad 
ones copy it without inquiry. Hence the confusion. 
"The searchlight of the present day has been turned 
upon the past most effectually. Everything is known ; 
‘we can reconstruct old epochs, view the lite of Egypt, 
Greece or Rome, live again amidst the idylls of 1 
Renaissance, frisk as eighteenth century Macardni, 
American Colonists, Frenich evolutionists or Regency 
bucks, but such is our lust for the antique that we do 
not trouble to be natural. Its quite true that the artist 
gains something from this unnatural aptitude of being 
Able to set the clock back at will; he can, it is true, 
measure the present by the standard of past achieve- 
ment. But if he be void of ideas or incapable of 
digesting the data which he has acquired by so much 
study, he is in no better position, but remains inert. 
‘The nineteenth century did not produce an architec- 
tural expression other than to show how close to the 
books architects had kept their eyes. ‘The aim was, so 
it appears, to arrive at the secret of architecture’ by 
examining the perfections of form as evidenced in 
almost every style, and in some cases to exploit new 
old forms s0 discovered. Itis also true that writers and 
architects began to realise structural differences as 
evidenced by exemplars of form, ‘They wrote of the 
trabeated system of the Greeks, and the arcuated 
system of the Romans, they described the develop- 
ment of the By tine, the Gothic and, later, of the 
Revival, but they did’ not deal with the structural 
theory and the application of that. theory t9 nine 
teenth century needs. Even at this juncture the ten- 
dency is to think of structure ax construction (which. 
it is not), and Architecture as Architecture, & thing 
apart, whereas the latter is the logical outcome of 
icture—namely,useand function, If we make up our: 
minds definitely to abandon style exploitation, if we 
set our minds against the pursuitof known form, either 
by worshipping the antique, because it is old, or 
hecause itis pleasant, if we regard the past simply a6 a 
magnificent tapestry interesting as a background, and 
offering lessons of quality and finish, there is hope that 
building a8 a fine art will regain something’of its lost 
youth. It has heen said that the new is continually 
reforming out of the old. ‘This is true, but there isfa 
difference between the extension of basic principles to 
modern conditions, and the fallacious system of 
recaating old forms, because beautiful, to suit modern 
plans. ‘The modulus of elasticity, if such a term can be 


















































THE MODERN MOVEMENT IN ARCHITECTURE 


applied to tradition, has reached its limits ; but inven- 
tion and novelty can only result from truth, It is 
indeed a healthy sign that some architects are awaken- 
ing to the issue, 

‘Lately I have been watching very closely the appli- 
cation of the structural theory in quarters other is 
those of architecture, and thé honesty and directness 
of the result have convinced me of the necessity of 
changing my ideas regarding fitness of purpose and 
adequate expression. ‘The modern locomotive engine 
isthe result of slow development from Stephenson's 
Rocket. It embodies in its lis 








jines the structural theory 
‘of a machine, latent with power. It has reached the 
limit of its ‘evolution and will be superseded by 
electric traction. It is nevertheless a thing of beauty 
by reason of its fitness and balance, rhythmic propor~ 
tion, and harmony of parts, ‘The motor car, on the 
other hand, is not entirely an expression of structure, 
other than the chassis and the ion of the motor 
engine. Externally there is little to reveal structure. 
External effect in this case is a question of direction 
and speed, In the motor car the beauty arises from 
function and use, and as was inevitable the latest 
form of road carriage closely reverts to type ;_ its lines 
correspond to the chaise and the Berline of other days. 
‘The latest coaches on the Tube railways of London 
are more representative of future architecture than any 
so-called up-to-date building. We need not waste 
time discussing the coach bed and trollies, but can 
proceed to deal with the structure built up on the 
rolling foundation. ‘The task before the designer in 
this case was to fashion a coach capable of carrying a 
crowd, the external shape being arranged to suit the 
‘cylindrical form of the tunnel or tube. Ten years 
ago the coach internally would have received a noni 
Script form of ornament, known as " late Pullman 
to-day the case is different, "The structural lines alone 
fulfil the part, the surfaces where windows are not 
required are plain, the doors are flat and free from 
mouldings. Colour now takes the place of superficial 
‘ornament, and it is used to accentuate the structural 
lines. ‘The effect is entrancing; all London is talking 
of the latest tube carriage, If the same theory were 
Adopted forthwith as base principle in architectural 
circles, that chimera, a new style, would soon be 
accepted as part of everyday custom. 

‘The issue before us is, are we to blunder into novelty 
of form and massing by flights of fancy, or are we t0 
achieve style continuity, and thereby originality, by 
pursuing the analytical theory, in so far as archwwology 
is concerned, endeavouring’ to re-establish basic 
truths rather than attempt to exploit specious forms ? 

Commonsense points to the re-establishment of 
basic principles—that is to eay, a return to the primary 
theory that use and function determine structure, and 
that good structure will give originality of form. 
































‘This is the only sane method to pursue if a style of 
building consistent with the early twentieth century is 
earnestly desired. ‘Then the issue is raised—how 
far will architects and artists go to work collectively 
to secure the result? We must not forget that the 
dead hand of tradition is held strongly against revolu- 
tionary methods in art, but revolution is not desired, 
Is it revolutionary to return to basic truths that never 
change? We must bear in mind that the art of 
building is passing through a transitional stage, 
perhaps the greatest period of change it has ev 
witnessed. We are changing, thanks to science, from 
the lavish and wasteful use of materials to an economic 
distribution of natural and reconstructed material. In 
other words, we are leaving thick walling and adopting 
thin walling'foo structureh purposes, {ave already 
said, and I cannot make the observation too often, 
that’ plan is structure and structure plan. Is it not 
obyious that every time structure is clothed in arches 
logical and academical garb a golden opportunity to 
demonstrate the real spirit of building is lost ? 

Professors and writers glory in teaching that which 
y have acquired by pains and study. ‘To minds 
‘ustomed to ascertainable facts, adventure is 
anathema. ‘Thus it has come about that form and 
ascertained beauty and character have been given 
predominance oyer principles about which few 
inquiries have been made, If we apply our minds to 
the whole body of past architecture or building, we 
find that certain definite laws exist, regarding massing 
and grouping, both for main parts and minor parts, 
hut in every case it is possible to attribute these results 
and effects to the primary cause of structure, which is 
both building and architecture, according to the specific 
purpose of the building so raised, Architectural 
expression as known and exemplified by histori 
‘examples of building demonstrates entirely the illimit- 
able ties of the scientific a 
the logical consistency of attainme 
human endeavour, arising from the 
body and human needs, controlled ‘by spiritual, 
intellectual and emotional’ impulses. It shows what 
the human mind has been capable of in the past—that 
is, up to the present time—but it bears a diminishing 
relation to the future. 

We are prone in our enthusiasm to imitate the 
mistakes as well as the good qualities. ‘There are 50 
many issues bound up with building that to counsel 
complete severance with the past would be equally 
fallacious as to st on a continuance of tradition for 
the want of something better, but we must he careful 
to discriminate between decoration and structure if we 
desire to advance the art, 

From a survey of the past, which is assuredly the 
province of, every practitioner, it ig posible to find 
‘out the qualities essential to well-building, to ascertain 
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the geometrical forms of structure, to adopt princi 
of planning on, geometrical lines, proven sae bp 
experiment, and to avoid the pills of archeology 
and pedantry. I have the greatest respect for 
‘works of artists which show deep knowledge ; to me 
and to other architects they are comprehensible, but 10 
the mass of the public they sre nothing more than 
adventitious display. ‘They are, moreover, historical 
essays, and have nothing in common with the facts 
of to-day. ‘The devel of the classic viewpoint 
in America, with its outcrop of archmology and 
academic training, demonstrates this idea very clearly. 
‘The Americans have arrived at literal transcription of 
European and classic motifs, in order to establish a 
national tradition in a new country. ‘They have in 
their great cites evolved the aky-scraper, but they have 
it their invention by bedizening it with detail 
unfitted for the In other words, they have 
stumbled uy basic structural principle, but have 
courage to develop the fundamental 
ry. If historical datum is collected and 
studied it should be followed solely with a view to 2 
‘complete understanding of principles and not with the 
idea of imitating forms and detail withthe pious hope 
that something aoe weak arise Sra pe 
in England during the past fifty years 
ttiempting to revert to toe carlice teadiGons of the 
seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth centuries in 
order to advance, and it is significant that while we 
have produced some charming buildings of domestic 
character, suited to regional districts, by the right 
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selection of material, we have, on the other hand/in 
the sphere of civics merely followed the mistakes 
‘common to our French neighbours and American 
cousins. 

T hope I have made it clear that study of the past, 
fine as it is, afforda no evidence of what we desire 
for the present day, other than to show a few 
elementary principles developed through the cen- 
turies, with a certain logic and consistency. Future 
architecture will not brook literal transcription of 
historical models, All the previous teaching of writers 
and cxecutanteqarding tradition, qualities, of 
‘material geometrical form and association of com~ 

ents, as well as character and articulate expression, 
including combinations of colour and ornamental 
interest, which we regard as decoration, will be 
referred to. But it is unreasonable not to expect that 
present-day views regarding domestic life, work, 
recreation and culture, as well as the preservation of 
natural and conventional amenities, will not play their 
‘part in aiding matters. There is one dominant prin- 
ple, and to that I again refer. It is the philosophy of 
structure, bearing in mind such essentials as geometry 
and mathematics. ‘The artistic intentions of the true 
builder will ever dominate the structural theory ; the 
need of the moment is to check the craze for the 
discovery of a new old style and to restore the scientific 
art to its once proud status, when the architectural 
forms arose from structural necessity and were in 
sympathy with the conditions of the period that 
witnessed their production. 
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Architectural Composition 
BY ROBERT ATKINSON [F,] DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION, ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION, 


Books on Composition and ‘Theory are the life-blood 
of Architecture, so one would suppose, yet since the 
appearance of Geils’ Encyclopedia, now almost for- 
gorten, no work of importance on. this subject has 
appeared in English, This serious omission in the 
Iiterature of Architecture no doubt reflects, or did 
reflect, current thought, fifty, sixty or more years with 
no progressive work on the vitals of our profess 
coincide most convincingly with that period in Archi- 
tecture which, aboveall others, seems to have been the 
least inspired ‘and the least logical. 

"The old fellows of the eighteenth century, Chambers, 
Gibbs, Morris, Batty Langley, did good serviee in their 
day, a little dogmatic, perhaps a little conceited, but 
well in front of their time. 

“These old stalwarts were so good that publishers 
carried on the reissue of their works so long as the 
faintest reverberations of their voices could be di 
cerned, and so no doubt their very greatness di 
couraged for some time any further development of 
their ideals, Only in France had the flame been kept 
bright ; a long series of brilliant works, culminating in 
Guadet, had, fortunately for us, collected and_pro- 
gressively developed the living side of an art which is 
‘80 closely bound by tradition and so liable to become 
pure archeology unless flogged incessantly out of the 
Tut of “ laissez-faire.” 

Notso in England, however. Our insular pol 
our sensitveness to riticiam had for many years cut us 
‘off from logical thought in “ Art” with lamentable 
results; and, whatever the cause may be, the idea that 
any good could be got out of theory or abstract prin- 
ciples in Architecture had until quite recent years 
been scorned by the anti-French and latterly by the 
anti-American schools, ‘They were un-English, 
therefore totally unsuitable. 

‘Things always have to be worse before they are 
better the utter failure of English monumental 
architecture to hold its own and the humiliating con 
sciousness that even our cherished domestic art was 
outclassed across the Atlantic, were the forces which 
suddenly caused the scales to fall from our eyes, 

Now we are returning to theory with feverishness, 
the pendulum has begun to awing in the other direction 
and Wwe are willing to lap up from France and America 
the poison of an elder generation. 

Whilst no new work on ‘Theory has yet appeared i 
England, several have recently been published in 
America, ‘These are all more or less tinctured by 





























‘Architectural Composition. By Nathaniel Cortlande Curtis, 
ATAS (Cleveland, 0, USA. “T, W. Jansen, 1935.) 





Guade’s great work, ant atll more so by the principles 
which underly the teaching methods of the Ecole des 
Beaux Arta ; the wonderful logic of the latter school 
has not been lost upon its many American students, 
which training they are now in a position to suppl 
ment with their own experiences for the benefit of a 
new generation of students. 

If anything is of any value in the teaching of Theory 
it is the faculty of reasoning in sequence which its 

My engenders, a gift which iso outstanding feature 
in Guadet, whose arguments are so rounded and 
polished as'to be almost too obvious to need explana- 
tion, 

For students, an argument cannot be too clearly 
expounded, yet itis the absence of this gift which is 80 
muirked in recent American works. One can only con- 
clude that the natural logic of the Frenchman is lacking 
the American, or perhaps he is so much concerned 
producing a“ yade mecum ” that only “ punch” is 
appreciated. 

the book under review is at once a great achievement 
and a disappointment—a great achievement because it 
is a book chock-full of facts and useful data, brimful of 
concisely stated deductions, "each paragraph tells a 
ory,” full of admirably selected ilustrations it is 
disappointing because the " story "is too terse, defec- 
tive in argument, not very illuminating, and not always 
logical in its statements. 

Were it a book like the recently published Civic Art, 
4 ctib book by intention, and given the power of de~ 
duction ine of information, one would not criticise 
the result ; but, ostensibly a book on “Theory,” it must 
stand or fall by its descriptive matter, and as such it 
fails to approach the standard we would expect from an 
American author with a Beaux Arts training allied with 
a native faculty for picking the " eyes " out of the best. 
Yet, notwithstanding these defects, itis a book which 
no student of Architecture ought to be without. It is 
an advance on that admirable little book by Van Pelt, 
and as an introduction to the art of the " Esquisse 
Esquisse ” is invaluable, 

he latter half of the book is frankly a clever ex- 
planation of the dodges of the successful competitor. 

‘The greatent defect of the work is its excessive coin- 
pression, One would like to see a future edition of two 
or three times the size, with more space given to the 
elementary sections, which, after all, form the true basis 
of all subsequent deductions, AS an illustration of 
faulty explication, on page 27, in dealing with balus- 
trades, the following is typical : “The most monu- 
mental balustrades result from the use of turned 
balusters whose profiles conform in general to one 
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of three shapes, each having its. own determining effect 
upon the character of the design 

The statements made are usually acceptable, but are 
not properly introduced or argued. ‘Thus on page 29 : 
“No high dome is complete without a crowning 
lantern, usually richly treated and of varying propor- 
tions. “The composition of the lantern is a subject 
requiring much study.’ 

Sometimes the author dogmatises a little. On page 
39 paralleled illustrations of “ Bays” (Figs. 1 and 2) 























Fic. 2. Strmroso Omens 
of Tie CouRr OF THE 
Fanxest PaLace, Roste 


1. Portico oF Tue 
Taare or | MAnceLLts, 
Hom. 


are given” from the Theatre of Marcellus and the 
Courtyard of the Farnese Palace, the first as an example 
of the order dominating the arch and the second as 
an example of the arch dominating the order, but to 
ime the illustrations have exactly the contrary effect 

Generally, however, the information given is sound 
and overwhelming in its diversity. 

"The elements of composition are exceedingly use~ 
fal, and defects in explanation can generally be 
deduced from the admirable figures, plan is given in 
this section of the Lincoln Memorial (Fig. 3) which is 
peculiar in being a direct inspiration from the classical 
temple, but varies from the orthodox form in having 
principal entrance on the flank instead of at one end. 

"There are also admirable chapters on the planning 
of vestibules, staircase halls, turning points and com- 
munications, courts, galleries, layouts, etc. 
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Fla. 3. PLAS oF ‘ni Lixcouy Mewoniat, 
Henry Bacon, Arcbiteet, 





In general with American authors, the writer adheres 
to rectangular grillages as a basis of plan spacing and 
deprecates any shapes which are not regular geomet- 
ical forms. No doubt this type of spacing is most 
suitable for steel-framed buildings, but the beauties of 
the free or baroque curve as a contrast to too stiff a 
scheme should not be belittled. ‘The beautifully 

subtle plan of S. M. di Monte Santo in Rome (Fig. 4) 
is given as an example of bad planning—if we read 
the text rightly—yet apart from defective elevational 
details it would be difficult to devise a more logical 
and distinctive building, or a more beautiful plan, 
“There are manifest advantages of planning on a grill, 














Fic, 4. PLAS oF S.M. or Monte Siro, Canto RINaLon, 
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4 unit of spaces or bays is established which becomes a 
* constant ” throughout the plan and so acts as a scale. 
Also, of course, return elevations and subdivisions of 
ceilings and floors are rectangular and simplify 
treatment. 

“The chapter on  Poché" is practically an explica~ 
tion of the above principle and is one of the most 
useful features of the book. 

“ Sithouette of section "is dismissed very summarily. 
‘This, a subject of extreme interest and importance to 








elevational treatment which is, as it were, an expression 
of the entire mass and length of the building, whereas. 
in No, 128, M. Recoura’s design for the same subject, 
the effective elevation is a section of perhaps one-third 
of the front, and the other two-thirds are wings of 80 
different and inadequate a character a8 not to appear 

it of the same fagade, whilst the dignity of the 
Puuding. is hardly comparable in the two schemes. ‘The 
treatment of wall surfaces is another interesting chapter 
‘well illustrated. 





























Fig, 6,—Fagane ov M. Ricounn’s "Parats vex Socttrés Savanres 


designers, can be so, well exampled in the restored 
Sectional elevation of the great Roman Baths, where 
variety of outline and height, contrast of decoration and 
colour, even contrasts of the amount of illumination 
adimitted, are so masterfully handled. 

Tn the chapter dealing with wall treatment of 
Fagades, also, the author is somewhat curt. Useful 
paralleled diagrams of fagades for the same programme 
tre given on this subject. One often feels thatinadequate 
‘wings detract rather than add scale to a large com- 
position. Fig. 127, elevation of M. Chaussemiche’s 
* Palais des Sociétés Savantes ” (Figs. 5 &6), gives an 








Mention is made of the alterations“in the” ** Zoning. 
Laws " of New York, whereby the silhouette of the 
‘buildings has to conform to. angles of light and 
vision, Certainly these laws have proved to bea blessing 
in disguise ; the interesting compositions resulting are 
infinitely superior to the box-like outlines of the earlier 
skyscrapers, 

the remainder of the work deals with the“ Program 

of the Building," "and '* ‘The Entourage.” 

‘These chapters are the most useful and best explained 

warts of the book, and are in themselves sufficient to 
Justify its inclusion in the architect's library. 
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Reviews 


“ EVERYDAY ARCHITECTURE.” A Sequence of 
Essays addressed to the Public ing Robert 
son, A.RIB.A., F-RA.S., with ani tim 
H.R. Selley. (Published by T. Fisher Unecin, Ltd.) 

aspect pees ok Rea be ten tec ER 
enlightenment of the public in architectural matters, if 
an advance was to be made in respect of the general 
standard of taste affecting the placing and treatment of 
ings, and to bring home tothe ordinary practical 

‘man—as the special object of thi book is stated to be— 
the responsibility he, as an individual, shares for the 
‘outrageous conditions in which we live. ‘That there 
are indications of stimmlated interest inthe amenities 
of lfeis already apparent. Weare, indeed, frequently 
surprised, and in the moat agreeable way, at the re 
sponse made to better views in relation to what, in its 
broadest interpretation, and for lack of a better name, 
we call msthetics ; so that signs are not lacking of a 
definite reaction from late Victorian indifference to 
the simple and the good in the material surroundings of 
life, ‘These essays of Mr. Manning Robertson appear, 
accordingly, at a very appropriate moment and are in 
every way ‘to be welcomed. ‘They embody much 
sound truth on subjects of general interest, and are so 
presented as to remove all excuse for not being readily 
absorbed by those to whom they are addressed. The 
method of approach may differ in the various chapters, 
Id tii Yalu eg Gasvalae ey Pethaps, not quite 
equal, but they lead with very fair consistency to the 
same end—an intelligent understanding by the layman 
of what Architecture, in its domestic aspect particu- 
larly, means, and a realisation that it comprehends 
something beyond the mere structure of buildi 

‘As a recognised authority on the housing question Mr. 

Robertson gives special consideration to that subject 

and pleads its cause from the standpoint—surely the 

correct and proper one—of the reintroduction into 
everyday life of the interest and beauty associated 

"with the traditional architecture of the old English 

village and cathedral city, but which we neither expect 

nor find in our modern towns and suburbs.” He 
ints to the difference between that traditionally 
eautifal thing and the so-called" pretty ” building of 
the present or the immediate past ; inveighs quite 
rightly against shams (such as the “ Olde Englysshe ” 
type af ila), standardied decoration, and pretctions 
ornament generally. ‘The importance of planning 
the right choice of, and logical woo of, materi re 
dealt with, as also (among many other things) the neces- 
sity for stifling " the craving of each new householder 
that he and his wife should look at least as grand as 
their neighbours.” ‘The last is just such a point as 
needs to be emphasised—for aggressive individuality 
in house as in street architecture is surely a thing to be 
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very definitely discouraged—and, though perhaps not 
always the case, one must assume that the proprietor, 
and not the architect or builder, is at fault when i 
dividualistic architecture appears in blatant self-asser- 
tiveness to cause the discombture of more scnaitive and 
modest neightbours. 

Inan interesting and valuable chapter on Everyday 
‘Toste™ the author says much that's to the potst om 
simplicity in decoration and furnishing, and—bearing 
in mind the many skilled craftsmen of ali kinds we have 
around us to-day receiving little encouragement in their 
work—he advises the buying of good modern fur- 
niture “founded on principles that inspired the best 
work of the past” rather than antique or all 
antique ” specimens not because they are good but 
merely because they claim to be old. It is one of the 
many follies the untutored and indiseriminating house 
furnisher needs to get away from. One is tempted to 
suggest, moreover, that it is unfortunate architects (in 
the real sense) are’so rarely asked to advise upon and 
control the decorative finishing and equipment of 
buildings they design or are called in to advise upon, 
for too often we see most sad examples of architectur- 
ally fine interiors, and the rooms of simple and tasteful 
houses, ruined by entirely inappropriate and even 
hideous furnishing. 

In the essay on“ the House Builder ” Mr, Robertson 
defends the much-abused speculative builder, and sug- 
gests, with the soundest reason and good sense, that if 
encouraged by the sympathetic assistance of the archi- 
tectural fraternity, and a real demand for well-built and 
tasteful houses on the part of the public, the “ free” 
‘builder is both able and likely to respond to it. More- 
‘over, that when eventually the average man becomes 
accustomed to the good in houses, as in other things, he 
yyill not descend again to the bad. For, as Mr, H.R. 
Selley says, in his admirable introduction to the book, 
the general problem is obviously one that can only be 
solved by the co-operation, in something more than a 
formal sense, of the buyer (client), the architect and the 
builder. 

There 


























ind that will probably invoke criticism, 


to boggle 
For example, Mr. Robertson's definition (on p. 34) of 
architecture is“ not merely construction clothed in an 


Art form but rather iterpreted in a con- 
sructive and practical way " is certainly open to 
disagreement. He is, moreover, a courageous man 
who attempts to define in a few words the nature of 
architecture or to assert, as Mr. Robertson docs, that 
our architectural schools are now " fully awake to 
their opportunity,” when, in the opinion of some of our 
best authorities, the ideas and methods on which many 
of them are run are so questionable, y 

Other interesting chapters range from Sir Christo- 
pher Wren to the revision of Building By-laws, and 














REVIEWS 


from "Lies and Evasions ” to “ Saorstat Eireann "— 
the latter giving us some notes on architecture in Ire- 
Jand—a subject very rarely touched upon in this 
country. ‘The important matter of advertisements in 
public places i alo deat with, and the necessity shown 
for what may be called Poster Art being suitably dis- 
played ; avoiding those situations scenes of rural 
uty, for example—where obviously not wanted. So, 
also, the author contends, must illuminated signs be 
brought within their proper province and the more 
obvious vulgarisms of running, jumping, and " synco- 
pated” lights ruled out. ‘The fatter aspect of the case 
1s of considerable importance to those architects, and 
others, who may wish building to be free of ‘such 
questionable adornments as representations of dancing 
ladies jugeling with coins ; puppies with periodic 
smiles ; and intermittent supplies of port wine being 
poured from inexhaustible bottles. Quite recently, 
through the action of the Scapa Society, a distinct move 
forward has taken place in one direction that Mr. 
Robertson indicates as 
‘The last essay," Hope for the Future,” appropriately 
describes the acct of towne we may look. forward 19 
not yon or planned to 
‘viewed as pattera from the at but formed tobe lived 
in, considered in relation to natural ground levels, the 
prevailing winds, rivers and streams, and evolved in 
such a way as to:be clean, wholesome and beautiful as 
befits the working and resting places of people rendered 
thereby healthy and contented. May such idealistic 
towns come into being soon, for the conditions under 
which the poorer classes of our population are com- 
monly forced to live are little, if anything, short of 
tragedy. Such a change, however, will only come 
when the conditions that lead to improvement are 
realised by the mass of the people themselves—when 
some knowledge of what ” everyday architecture" 
means is taught, as a matter of course, in our schools, 
and when, in that and other ways, the train of thought 


























is set up in the mind of “ the ordinary practical 
individual,” 2s Mr. Manning Robertson puts it, that 
will lead him inevitably to choose the better things and 


avoid the worse. 
We accordingly commend this most opportne and 
stimulating book to all who have a chance to read it, and 
congratulate its author on a most praiseworthy effort 
to assist appreciation of the most universal of the Arts, 
Further, having read the book ourselves, we are led to 
hope it may be another influence in ereating s 
for those who, i 















simplicity, s 

the day when, as William Morris said, we shall have 
‘nothing connected with the places we live in that we do 
not know to be useful or to be beautiful. 


‘Some well-chosen illustrations add a tothe 
interest ofthe book. Furoenice R Elton [F) 


SOME ACCOUNT OF THE HISTORY OF 
PETERSFIELD. By E. Arden Minty, F.RIB.A. 
Mlustrated by the Author. (London : John Lane, 
‘The Bodley Head. 1923.] 

‘Mr. Minty disclaims any profession to give an 
exhaustive account of all the events which have 
‘occurred during the known existence of the town, and 
‘warns the reader that his book consists mostly of com- 
pilation, Mr. Minty, who knows Petersfield wel, has 
overlooked a need of those who are unacquainted with 
it and would appreciate a small plan noting the prin 
pal buildings and features; and perhaps attention 
should have been drawn to the interesting fact that the 

10 of the town (as can be gathered from the V.C.H,) 
isllike that of most English boroughs of medieval origin 
—a central square with the principal streets radiating 
from it, High Street and St. Peter's Road to the east, 
Chapel’ Street to the north, and Sheep Street to the 
west, and so forth. 

Four pages of notes and conjectures concerning the 
church founded in 1100 by Bishop Welkelyn whet 

petite. lustrating is remarks by a Tite plan 
and a full- dive sketch, Mr. is 

Inclined to think the balding was orginally cruciform 

with a central tower. Enlargement was effected by the 

addition of a west tower and unusually wide ais! 

extending to its west wall. The central tower dis- 
appeared, but its cast side remains in the existing 
chancel arch and arcading over it, a fine piece of work 

‘shown an a measured drawing as'a frontispiece of the 

book. Sir Arthur Blomfield restored the church in 

1873, when it was discovered that the chancel was 

originally 6 feet longer. Another little plan shows the 

church since 1874, noting that the porch, organ chamber 
and vestry, all on the north side, are modern. A full- 
ge perspective sketch shows the church as it appears 

From the Square, and a clerestory added to the nave by 

Blomfield to include (as the frontispiece clearly ex- 

plains) the arcaded and pierced east wall of the former 

central tower. 

Mr. Minty does good service in the direction of 
perpetuating an inscription w rently has been 
removed, and is a model of its kind for incumbents 
and churchwardens, It used to hang, he tells us, on 
the pillar north of the chancel arch -— 

A wall eight feet long was taken down, and this 
pillar and two arches new raised and turned. Also 
4 wall of the same length taken down on the other 
side, and that arch new turned, Anno Domini 1731. 

John Gaman and Arthur Pescod, 

Churchwardens, 


‘The rest of the book gives information about the 
Charter constituting Petersfield a market town, 
manorial and other history, the equestrian statue of 
William {11 in lead the money for which was left in 
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1750, the “ Spain," certain houses, the schools, alms- 
houses and charities ; also facts concerning the 
bourhood and ancedotes of the past. ‘The book should 
he very useful to those interested in the local history, 








and we hope Mr. Minty will have the satisfaction of 
receiving acknowledgment of its usefulness 





Hanny Sten [F.). 


‘THE WORLD'S ‘TIMBERS FOR BUILDING, 
FURNITURE'AND CONSTRUCTION, By 
James Davies and Others. (Alfred Haworth and 
Go,, Ltd., 84 Leadenhall Street, B.C.) 

‘This is a second edition of a book called Ruilding 
Timbers, ‘The new title suggests how much the con- 
Tents haye been expanded. ‘This work deals with those 
‘woouls which are of special interest to architects as build~ 
ing material, and contains information on all timbers 
at present available for building purposes. 

‘The old form of specification asks for material which 
is often not obtainable, and if available is often very 
expensive. Every architect naturally wants the best of 
its kind, but the most expensive material ig not neces- 
sarily the best for the purpose for which it is specified. 

‘Mr. Ewan Christian used to head his specifications 
with the words “This specification means what it 
‘Now a specification written in this sense wants 
ng from knowledge of the materials availabe, and 
the sultailty ofeach kind forthe purpose for which i 
is proposed to use it, and as far as a book can convey 
then knowledge for the selection of timber The 
World's Timbers gives valuable assistance. 

‘Timber, being an organic structure grownundermany 
varying conditions, requires a much larger margin of 
safety than steel or other inorganic materials which have 
amuich more consistent constant of strength. "The habit 
English architects have of taking the Baltic timber con- 

tants for scantlings of timber from all over the world 
is not a logical one. Tt is claimed that the Canadian 
timbers have « relatively stronger constant than the 

Baltic, and so the scantlings to which Canadian timbers 

fare generally prepared should be taken on the tests that 

have been made on the Canadian woods, and not 

‘matched with the Baltic scantlings with which English 

architects are more fami 

"The book deals with definitions of quality, definitions 
of origin, diiculties of dimensions, and finally gives 
‘several clauses for use in specifying various kinds of 
timber, 

‘The chapters devoted to describing the various kinds 
of woods are full of useful information on the qualities 
and defects of each kind, Five defects are given under 
the heads of (i) Rot (doat or decay), (i) Sap, (iii) Shakes, 
(iy) Knots, (¥) Excrescences (rindgalls, tumours), etc, 

H.D, Stanves-Woon [9 
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TOWNS AND TOWN PLANNING, ANCIENT 
‘AND MODERN. By 7. H. Hughes and E. A. G. 
Lamborn, 1933. 158. net, (Clarendon Press, Oxford.) 

Professor Hughes and Mr. Lamborn. have produced a 
readable and useful book which should prove to be a 
very popular primer of Town Planning. 

‘After a brief historical sketch, the authors proceed to 
deal with the development of the village and town in 
Britain, and itis very probable that many amateurs who 
fare interested in that fascinating subject may be led on 
by Teens and Ten Planning to study the modetn expecta 
of the problem and the possibilities for the furure which 
tare dealt with in the concluding chapters of this book, 

Professor Hughes and Mr. Lamborn owe much, a 
must all students of the subject, to Professor Haverfield 
and Professor Tout for their able work on Ancient Town 
Planning and Medieval ‘Town Planning, and this debt is 
suitably acknowledged in the preface, 

"The numerous well-chosen illustrations include excel~ 
lent reproductions of such diverse subjects as seventcenth= 
century prints, Me. Bradshaw's Restoration of Praeneste, 
sod maps alipred from the Ordnance Survey, photo~ 

iph of Letchworth taken from the air, and a large 
ig plan of that estate, It is noteworthy that the 
lans and diagrams are all clear and readable, for s0 many 

Books suffer from over-reduction of sich ‘illustrations, 

and perhaps even more noteworthy is the fact that in 

most eases north-points and definite scales are given. 
W. 5. Puncox, M.A. [4]. 


ENGLISH ARCHITECTURE AT A GLANCE. A 
simple Revierwe in Pictures of the Chief Periods of English 
Architecture with Historical Notes by Frederick Chat- 
terton, F.R.IB.A. 15. 6d, net. (London: The 
Architectural Press.) 

Any publication or activity such as this which tends 
towards the enlightenment of clients—that is to say, of the 
tay public—must sooner or later tend to produce finer 
buildings—finer architecture, For this reason, if for no 
other, Mr. Chatterton’s little book is to be welcomed. A. 
‘true appreciation of architecture rust carey with it some 
‘capacity to judge und assess—some critical faculty in fact, 
and this can only be eeered from a knowledge of the 
evolution of architecture. Isolated fragments of know- 
ledge are not enough. Architecture must be seen as a 
continuous thread. It is this understanding that English 
‘Architecture at a Glance will tend to promote, 

In a few pages, by means of ski Hel abeilpeel notes 
and the pen and ink sketches of Mr. J. D. M. Harvey, a 
rapid survey of English architecture during some eight 
‘hundred years can be obtained, and the salient character~ 
istics are indicated with sufficient clarity to enable any 
reader to go about his daily life with increased under 
standing and sppreciation of the buildings which he will 
encounter. ‘The book, however, cannot be regarded as * 
more than an hors-d'awore, Its function is to stimulate 
the appetite foramore nourishing diet, 

eis alittle book which every architect would do well to 
possess and yet never retain, for it is a useful weapon 
Canieen aie which should never lie idly sheathed in the 









































H. J. Brexseixer (41). 
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‘THE LIBRARY 


The Library 


Nores sy Mesum or ‘ie Lrrenarune Constr OX 
Recent arptogrpteas ss 

[These Notes are published without prejudice to a further 

‘ Lemus etiepel opal 


DE ORIGINE, EY AMPLITUDINE CIVIEAS VER- 
ONAL, By‘Torelo Saryna,. (0, Verona, 1349. 

“this ix one of the oldest architectural book and & great 
audition tothe library, Tis hot ike mont such works, a general 
‘neertation on. architecture, but w description of the Roman 
remains of ene city-—Verons, 

‘Of great interest to students, it shows the remaining monte 
ments in a much more complete state than now, and many 

‘cern to have dissppeared altogether, 

“The book. js in fine condition, the plates are mst spirited in 
Arasing and tmany of them unwssally lege. 

1 apenr thi geri amount of exoraon paris 
larly of heufprute—tas been suggested by the author. 















NT DOMESTIC ARCHITECTURE. Vol. 6, Sq. fo. 

Lond. (1934). £24, [Feehnical Journals, Ltd.) 

‘his Is recent publication by echnical Journals, Ltd, 
‘econ of Enplah domestic architecture ofthe past te 
Searr, ft i clusified under the headings of Town Houses, 
Country ‘Houses, Suburban Houses, Bungalows and. Cot- 
fags, decent aged by shopper pos 
re in a preface by. Me, W. G. Newton, who continued the 
‘editorship Begun by Mr. Ernest Newton, RAC. C." 
BAU- UND KUNSTDENKMALE DES KUSTEN- 
LANDES. By Hans Foltesicy und Leo Planisciy, 
Vienna. nox6. £2. Kunstverlag Anton Schroll & Co,, 
GMBH, Wien] : 

196 photographic views of architecture from early Christian 
to Inte Renufeatce times, both exteriors and interiors, of Istria, 
Meny of the subjects are Title known and of great interest 
‘This is valuable addition to the Hbrary. 

vols. 80, Hergamo.. La 
fucino ; Valle bering ; 



























ITALIA ARTISTICA SERIES. 
‘Maremmana ; I 





Bergamo, 

-The fee olkines of this admirable publication have: been 
siddel co the libyary. These uatrated monographs an towns 
ind region of fly prover il any further root were need, 
thw that wonderful and eserves to be Visited and st 
Millage by village : : 

TAtonig the subjects date with are the fatcinating lite city 
of Bilin inthe hill country ofthe ‘Tuscan Maremina ; 
the tine, Byzantine work of Alba Fuccuse andthe towering 
Uspof Celone beth nthe. Fucin of the central Apeninen 
the'plcuuesoe hill citer of the Tiber Valley the wealth 0 
rt lavuthed onthe worid-famed Sante, Cass of Loreto = 
nd finally Bergamo and its ditrict. ‘The last volume will 
feveal ray’ tearures unsumpected By those who think they 
how that charming eid town well Wilt. W. 
BAUKUNST DER RENAISSANCE IN FRANKREICH 

OND DEUTSCHLAND, By Dr, Albrecht Haupt, 49, 
Berlin. 1033, 131.6 

“Thin the necoind und concluding purt of the work, ‘The 
fit dealing with France f-out of print, cis folly and well 
Mioseated with iphotograpta of examples of the various 
Phaces of Renisance architecnure in Germany, including 
‘Alsce. “teresting ae many of them are, 1 
‘compate them with any similar selcson from tay, Fr 
‘or England without acquiring the conviction that the Renal 
ee ee at a uals es bee eso 
a eS thusrsed i wholly free Hom tore exter 
tion or income wie 





















ARCHITETTL DAL XV, AL XVII. SECOLO. Leon 
Battita Alberti di Adolfo Venturi; Filippo. Brunelteschi 
di Adolfo Ventuel : Michelangelo Buonarott a Dagobert 
Frey. Biblioteca d Arte Illustrate, smn. 40, Rome, 1033, 
316d. mache oma, Sole Baie Ane Ithas. 
‘rata 
An excellent little series of illustrated pamphlets, etch con: 
taining 26 to 33 photographic plates of drawings and actual 
fteveture in the work of funous Ttalian architects, “The present 
numbers include Brunelleschi, Alberti and Michelangelo, 
Previous numbers deatt with the work of Pietro di Corton 
‘and Borvornini. DT 


MONUMENTS ANTIQUES. Relesés et restau pur lee 
‘Architectes pennionnaites de Académie do France h 
Rome,” Notices ‘rehiploigues pat” Vitor, Chap. 

"2 t6a. [Publication de Minsttut de France fditée sous 
f direction de H. D'Espouy, Professor VEcole des 
Maus: Arte) 

“This na post-war continuation of the fine series of render- 
ings of the naigue he tents of the French School a 
Rome. ‘The volume includes the Acropolis at Athens 
Hadrian's villa ut ‘Tivoli. Dt 


DIESPOUY. One hundred selected plates, from Fragments 
dAvchiiceture Antiques. Eo. New York, 1933. £1 108. 
Pencil Points Press, New York) 

A benutiflly reproduced teries of plates which students 
will nd invalunble, WCB, 
‘THE TOMB OF ‘TUT-ANKH-AMEN. Discovered by the 

inte Ear! of Camarvon and Howard Carter. By Howard 
Carter and A. C.Mace. Volume I, La. So, Land. 1933, 
Zr 135. 6d,, (Cassell and Co,, Ltd] 

A profusely illustrated and well produced description of 
the, remarkable ascoveren which have are, around such 
widespread interest among the. general public. Although 
pany wenters have alreedy_Hursied sto [print with books 
escribiny the king, his religion, and his tomb, this authentic 


























nd otal study by the surviving leader of the Carnarvon 
expedition 10 the ‘Tombs of the Kings occupies a different 
Position, and deals wit mous tomb in a more thorough 





find exhaustive way than has been possible hitherto, The 
{ctual discovery of the tomb ix described in detail, ‘The book 
Contains 4 number of excellent illustrations. M.S. B, 
DAS NEREIDEN MONUMENT IN XANTHOS. Ver- 
‘auch Kine Wiederherstellung von Georg Nieman mit 
fcnem Vorwort von Emil Reisch, Fo, Vienna, 1931, 


135. 
‘This fine folio by Dr. Georg Nieman is based on an 
‘examination of the (ragments of the Nereid monument in the 
Hritish Mutcum, with plates of renderings of the front, the 
cross section, and the order. It is onty regrettable that i€ was 
Ieir to a German archicologist to publish a work that should 
Ihave been undertaken in this country, DTP, 











EXHIBITIONS, 

An exhibition of original pen and pencil drawings by 
Ma EH New of University and College buildings at 
Oxford and Cambridge as well ax other views, and a 
number of etchings of architectural subjects by Mr. H. 
Gordon Warlow [4], will be held in the New Galleries 
at the R.LB.A, until 1 March. 

‘A large and interesting collection of Mra, Detisca 
Joseph's paintings, including illustrations of Mr. Delissa 
Joseph's architectural work, is being held at the Suffolk 
Street Galleries until 12 March, ‘The Exhibition is 
closed on Saturdays. 
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Mr. Lethaby and the Royal 
Gold Medal 


In response to an enquiry by the Editor, Mr, 
Arthur Keen has sent the following letter 


6 March 1924. 
Dean Ma. Eorron,— 

It is by no. means easy to comply with your 
with that I should give our members some impression 
of why Professor Lethaby is not able to_accept the 
Royal Gold Medal. His decision was in mo way 
4 surprise to me; what always did surprise me was 
that he remained for such a number of years a member 
of out Institute, T suppose it was due to his personal 
feeling towards its members as distinct from itself. 


His attitude towards affairs is such that he must 
necessarily disapprove of any organisation of archi- 
tecture as a pes sith because it is something that 
stands between an architect and his real 1 
think he is fully ready to admit the i of 
carrying out work under modern conditions without 
the involved paraphernalia associated with modem 
architectural practice, and actually it is modern 
Civilisation itself and its Inethods that he is opposed 
to rather than any section of its activities. A system 
under which attention is concentrated on the indi- 
vidual items in a city while essential things like fine 
street planning and efficient services are neglected 
for sheer lack of strength and ability to tackle them 
effectively is obviously wrong, and one cannot blame 
Professor Lethaby if consistency prevents him from 
falling into line with a system of organisation that 
he feels to be operating on wrong lines, 


Tam quite unable to express how grateful he is to 
those who have offered him an expression of their 
appreciation of good work, faithfully done and of 
personal goodwill that is most cordial and sincere, 
Or how distressed he is to think that his attitude may 
be misundersiond by them. He values thei friend- 
ship at a very high rate indeed and is full of admira~ 
tion of their individual work, but, an T sid before, 
he cannot in honesty something that is part an 
parcel of a system with Thich be fa notin acted 

Personally I am very sorry indeed, but if I had the 
ability to express what I want 0 ‘convey, I could 

















show that Professor Lethaby is neither unreasonable 
nor inconsistent, 


he certainly is not unappreciative. 





Anrnun Keen, 
Hon. Secretary. 


St. Paul's Bridge 


‘The following comment on the statement sent to 
the Prime Minister (sce pages 265-266) by the repre- 
sentative conference on the proposed St. Paul’s Bridge 
was published in The Times on March :— 


A conference of representatives of the Royal institute 
of British Architects, of the Town-Planning Institute, of 
the London Society, and the Architecture Club has anked 
the Prime Minister to receive a deputation for the purpose 
‘of laying before him the arguments against the pr f 
St. Paul's Bridge. We print to-day the statement which 
they have sent with their request—a statement which sets 
‘out simply and temperately some of the principal objec 
‘tions to the scheme, With those objections, and with 
others, our readers are sireaey i BEY. well acquainted, 
thanks to the many letters and ar Eins Gr bork sides ft 
question which have appeared in these columns since the 
surnmer of the year before last. “The first argument in the 
case is, of course, the urgency of avoiding any building or 
demolition or disturbance of the ground which could by. 
any possibility endanger St. Paul's Cathedral. Until that 
danger is incontrovertibly proved impossible the chance of 
itremaine a paramount abjection to the acheme, Next in 
reas should be piace thir altecnative either the 

idgeis unnecessary and will not be used, or itis 
wod the uss oF ie will sa congest taxsward and Wesco 
traffic at the east end of St. Paul's Cathedral as to create 
anew and acute difficulty in the management of Landon 
traffic. The Corporation and its advisers haye been. 
generously patient ; again and again thcy have yielded to 
‘one form or another of public opinion which has pressed 
‘them to take further consideration. But the eleventh hour 
has now struck. The last possible measures are being 
taken to assert the strength and soundness of the 
dislike of a project that lacks both inevitability and imagi- 
nation. It is sincerely to be hoped that they will be suc~ 
cessful, for the honour of London and the furure comfort 
ek pine oes Sakina wg mater ex nae 
mother. 








LONDON BRIDGES AND L.C.C. 

(On the motion of Major Bares the following 
smosin, was pased by the County Couneil on 
March :— 

“That it be referred to the Improvements, Hight and. 
Eig obeyed Rome Smrcgutrcrauger 
report whether steps should be taken to secure that the 
construction of new bridges and the rebuilding of old 
bridges within the County of London should or should not 
have regard to the needs of London traffic as a whole and 
to the opportunity offered of improving public amenities 


BRITISH ARCHITECTS’ CONFERENCE. 
‘Oxrono—g To 12 JULY 1924. 

‘The annual conference of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects and its Allied Societies in the United 
Kingdom and the Dominions Overseas will take pluce 
at Oxford from 9 to 12 July 1924. A preliminary 








THE FINE ARTS COMMISSION 


Programme is in course of preparation by the Ex- 
cutive Committee under the chairmanship of Mr. 
Edward P. Warren, F.S.A., President of the Berks, 
Bucks and Oxon Architectural Association, and will be 
issued at an early date, It is confidently anticipated 
that a “record ” number of members of the R.ILB.A. 
and the Allied Societies in the United Kingdom and 
in the Dominions Overseas will be present at the meet- 
ings, the banquet, the visits and the excursions which 
are how being arranged by the Executive Committee, 

Ladies will be especially welcomed at the conference, 
and it is hoped that w large number will be present, 

‘The remarkable popularity of the previous con- 
ferences at Liverpool, Cardiff, and Edinburgh, and the 
attractions offered by Oxford to a gathering of archi- 
tects should contribute to ensure a memorable success 
for the conference of 1934. 

















ANCIENT BRIDGES. 


‘Theffollowing letter from Mr, A. R. Powys, Secretary 
of the Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings, 
was publi in The Times on 21 February. 

‘This society is trying to collect particulars about the 
valuable medieval and later bridges of England. It 
wishes to be in a Foe m to plead for sympathetic treat- 
ment of aiy one of them shauld that be desirable, as many. 
fare threatened under road-widening schemes, Tt would 
‘ask your readers who are interested in this question to 
fend to me such information as they ean obsain, stating 
the reasons given for an alteration, as well as those against, 
for this society wishes to know both sides of the question 
‘in such cases, Already it has in some cases been uble to 
show that the sight course is to build a new bridge at s 
point above or below the old, and thus to save the latter 
from injury, and at the same time ease traffic congestion 

If tho society is to be in a position to speak with 
authority on any case, it requires information on the 
following points, any or all of them, as its correspondents: 
may "be nble’ to. supply >—(3) Age; (3) material ; (3) 
form, with photos ; () widih of roadway : (s) wheter 
with bottle-necked approaches or no ; (6) gradient ; (7) 
visibility from approaches ; (8) possibility of diverting the 
road to cross a new bridge ; (9) statistics of traffic crossing 
bridges an days when itis heavy and on those when 
light and the nature of the trafhe (10) condition. 
ticularly is this information needed with regard to those 
bridges which are threatened at the present time, ‘The 
society desires to use its influence to protect the old 
bridges of England from mutilation or destruction 
wherever this is consistent with safety of life, My com 
mittee wishes to be in a position to lay its views in practical 
form before the proper authorities as occasion makes this 
desirable. It feels there must be many who are of like 
mind. It has attempted to get in touch with these 
Unruh the county afchcolgicl societies, with varying 
success. The society wishes to add that it apy ites 
sincerely the interest ken by the Ministry of anspor 
in the preservation of ancient buildings, including bridges. 
Ie hopes tobe able to place the information i collecting 
A the service of that Department. 






























PROFESSOR J. W. MACKAIL AND AUSTRALIAN 
ARCHITECTURE. 

Professor Mackail, who was Professor of Poetry at 
Oxford University from 1905 to. 191 
recently from a visit to Australia, 
representative of The Morning Post Mr. Mackail lays 
‘special stress on the importance for architects of human- 
istic studies, meaning thereby facts and phenomena re- 
lating to man. A knowledge of history and sympathy 
‘with the work of the past are, he argues, essential to them. 
Only thus ean architects obtain a broad and big outlook, 
His Australian visit convinced him that architecture in 
being taken with increasing seriousness in that country, 
Domestic architecture ix being. greatly improved. 
liked immensely the new Roman Catholic Cathedral in 
Sydney. The University has its Faculty of Architecture, 
with a very able Professor and staff in control. In Mel~ 
bourne architecture is taught ss part of the Fuculty of 
Engineering. Professor Leslie Wilkinson [F.] is the Pro- 
fessor of Architecture ut Sydney : he is also Hon, Secre= 
tary R.LB.A. for Australia, 


‘THE FINE ARTS COMMISSION, 
‘Mx, H. CHavron BrapsHaw arroreren Sxcerrary, 

Mr. H. Chalton Bradshaw [1.] has been appointed 
s of the Fine Arts Commission, an appoint- 
ment which could not have been bettered. As a 
student Mr, Bradshaw had an exceptionally nae 
career, Born at Liverpool on 15 February 1893, he 
(waa educited ar the Liverpool University Scbeal of 
Architecture, where he gained the Holt Travelling 
Scholarship,’ was Lever Prizeman, and became the 
first Rome Scholar in Architecture—all in one year, 
1913, In 1913 and 1914 he received honourable men= 
tion in the Soane Medallion awa Tn 1922 he was 
avarded a Medalle for his exhibition at the Pars 





























n. 

He was placed first in the competitions for Walton 
Hall Park Competitions, Liverpool, in r914, and won 
(vith Mr. Gilbert Ledward) the competition for the 
Guards’ Memorial, and designed numerous 
maller memorials and houses. 

Mr. Bradshaw has for some time been lecturer in 
the of architecture at the Architectural Aasocia- 
tion ; and fe undertook the organisation of the fatal 
School of Architecture (Royal West of England 
‘Academy School of Architecture) until after its official 
‘opening by the Prince of Wales in 1922. He is an 

aaminer R.LB.A,, a member of the Council, of the 
Literature Committee and of the Board of Architec- 
tural Education R.I.B.A., and also a member of the 
Arts Council of the British Empire Exhibition and 
the. Franco-British Union of Architects, 

During the war Mr. Bradshaw verved as a Captain, 
{he Royal Engineers (Field Company) in France and 
Ttaly and was awarded the Croce de Guerra, 

Such an exceptional record supplies its own com- 
mentary. 
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‘TOWN PLANNING CONFERENCE AND, 
EXHIBITION AT UNIVERSITY COLLEGE. 

In connection with the Department of ‘Town Planning 
at University College, London, a ‘Town Planning Confer- 
‘ence und Exhibition will be held in the Bartlett School of 
Architecture from 3 March to 5 April... ‘The Exhibition 
will be open all day, and the sessions of the Conference 
Will take’ place in the evenings. The. programme will 
include addresses by Mr. Raymond Unwin, Mr, G. I. 
Pepler, Dr. 1. G. Gibbon, and Mr, George ‘Topham 
Forrest. ‘The Exhibition will include the work of past 
land present students of the Department, and models and 
plans illustrating recent improvements and proposals 
relating to the planning of Greater London, 

Applications for descriptive programme, and for tickets 
of admission should be sent to the Secretary, University 
College, London. 


BIRMINGHAM ADVISORY ART COMMITTEE, 

‘This Committe has recently issued its annual report 
for 1923. Although the Committee was only inaugu- 
rated in June of 1922, the report is able to record that 
they have reported upon fifty-seven matters submitted to 
them by various Committees of the Birmingham Cor- 
porition. Experience with the submissions in. question 
{od to. the delegation of personal consultation and. the 
preliminary examination of designs to those members 
Of the Committee having a special technical knowledge 
‘of the subject under consideration. ‘Phis. arrangement 
hhas worked well and will be continued ; it is found to be 
abiolutely necessary to proper understanding of the 
designs submitted, and gives opportunities for sugsestion 
fand adjustment hefore coming to the Committee for 
report. 

The Committee are to be congratulated upon the 
rapid progress which they have made in their advisory 
capacity. 


THE R.LBA. NEW MEETING ROOM. 

‘At the Special and General Business meeting at 
the Institute on Monday, the President in moving a 
vote of thanks to Mr. Arthur Keen, the architect of the 
‘new meeting room, said >— 

“ Thave the very pleasant duty of proposing a vote of 
thanks to Mr. Arthur Keen for the attention and skill 
which he has bestowed upon the arrangement of thix 
chamber, which, I feel sure, from my own experience, 
‘and, I think, from the experience of those throughout 
the room, is an extremely good room in which to sit, 
T have the greatest pleasure in proposing a vote of 
thanks to Me. Keen for his services in connection with 
it erectioi 

‘Mr. W. Woodward, in seconding the vote of thanks, 
referred to the excellent acoustic properties of the room. 

‘Mr. Keen, in replying, said that he hiad derived great 
assistance from the advice of Mr. Hope Bagenal in 
connection with the acoustics. 
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RLB.A. SCALE OF CHARGES. 
CLAUSE 5, 

‘The Practice Standing Committee, in corisidering 
some recent enquiries where their advice was sought, 
deem it advisable to draw the attention of Members 
and Licentiates to the following points >— 

In the case of Gibbon o, Pease (1905) it was laid 
down that where an architect is employed to prepare 
plans and specifications, these when paid for (in the 
absence of any agreement to the contrary) become the 
property of the employer, who ean consequently make 
any use of them that fie pleases, 

‘The Committee advise, Members and. Licentiates 
when effecting a settlement of their charges under 
Clause § (abandoned work) that they should protect 
themselves by an agreement with their client to act 
architect in the event of the work being subsequently 

roceeded with, and to #0 word the receipt for their 
fees for the abandoned work as will embody this 
‘condition. 

















J. Dovetas Scorr) 
Hovey V. Asntey) 


9 February 1924. 


Allied Societies 


YORK AND EAST YORKSHIRE 
ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETY ANNUAL DINNER. 

‘Mr. Stephen Wilkinson, A.F.C, [F.], presided at the 
annual dinner of the York and East Yorkshire Architec 
tural Society, held at York on February 15th. Others 
in attendance included Mr. J. Alfred Goch (President of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects), Mr. W. T. 
Jones, F.S.A. (President of Northern Architectural 
Association), Mr, Tan MacAlister (Secretary, Royal Tnsti- 
tute of British Architects), Dr. Evelyn, Dr. Collinge, 
D.Sc, (Keeper of the Museum, York), Mr. J. E, Reid 
(Hon, Secretary, Yor und Bast Yorkshire Architec~ 
tural Society), Mr, E. A. Pollard (Hon, Treasurer), 
Mr. George Benson, Mr. F. T. Penty, Mr, J. Oldham, 
‘Mr. J. Mz Dossor (Vice-President), Mr. 8. R. Kirby, 
‘Mr. L. Kitchen (Hull), Mr. Dudley Harbron (Hull), 
Mr. A. B, Burleigh, Mr. J. Stewart Syme, Mr, 5. G, 
Highmoor, Mr. A.’ Cowman, Mr. S. Needham, Mr. 
G, W. C. Needham, Mr. W. E, Parkinion, A.R.C.A, 
(Principal of the Yorke School of Arta and Crt), Mr. 
R, Juckson, Mr. C. Leckenby, Mr. J. Vause, Mr. Hy 
Monkman,’ Mr. T. Snowden (Hull), and, Mr, ‘T) BE. 
Cliffe. 

Apologies regretting inability to be present were read 
from the Very Rev. the Dean of York (Dr, W. Foxley 
Norris), Mr. Eric Morley, Mr. A. E, Munby, and Mr. 
Francis Jones, 

‘The President proposed the toast of "The Ri 
Institute of British Architects,” and extended a co: 
welcome to Mr. Gotch, 


Hon, Secs. 



































ate 
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COMPETITIONS 


Mr. Gotch, in reply, ssid the Institute had always 
seemed to be Metropolitan in its character, no that it was 
A great advance to find at the present time that some of 
the most astute and competent members of the Council 
hailed from the provinces. One of the greatest and most 
useful engines employed to bring about that state of 
things was the conferences of allied presidents which 
regularly take place, It seemed only right and proper 
that the voice of the provinces should have due weight 
in the councils of the Institute. Outlining one or two 
points which might possibly be considered by the 
Institute in the near future, Mr. Gotch hinted at the 
ossbllty of fusion with the Society of Architects. 

“nally, he saw no reason why the two bodies should 
‘not work as one for the benefit of architecture. The 
Institute was not run by architectural politics, the 
members were really striving. single-heartedly for the 
benelit of the profession. United and widespread 
action would vastly advance the interests of architec 
ture and architects. 

Mr. Ian MacAtister also responded, and Mr. L.Kitchen, 
welcoming the suggestion that fusion might be possible 
in the near future, pointed out that when the profession 

bsolutely united it will be able to go before Parliament 
With a reasonable chance of its demands being accepted. 

Mr. J. M, Dossor said the Institute aimed at a high 
standard of professional conduct and encouraged 
Renuine education in principles of architecture. 

Mr. W. T. Jones, in proposing "The York and East 
Yorkshire Society,"" said he conzratulated York on the 
success which had attended the efforts to preserve its 
antiquities, ‘The work of the future could only depend 
fon the past. No one had yet been able to produce « 
ew style, though one never knew what might happen. 
‘The Northern Architectural Association was extremely 
kkcen upon registration, believing it to be the outstanding 
thing at present. ‘The members felt that architecture 
could never come into its own until architects were a 
strong and united body. That was why he viewed the 
Possibility of fusion as a step in the right direction, 




















LEEDS AND WEST YORKS ARCHITECTURAL 
SOCIET 


A general meeting of the society was held at Leeds on 
Wednesday, 27 Februtry, when Mr, Herbert 'T, Buck- 
land (#] read a Paper on Some Notes on a Holiday Vieit 
to Southern Spain.” Mr, Buckland reminded his hearers 
of the 750 odd years durity which the Moors occupied 
this part of Spain, and by his excellent illustrations was 
able to show the resulting effects upon architecture, 
‘Typically Moorish work was, he said, full of wonderful 

istas and the most delicate and lace-like ornarhent, but 
was, on the whole, unstable and deficient én structural 
qualities. ‘The Alhambea at Granada was, perhaps, the 

inest secular monument with Which the Moslems endawed 
Europe, and still remained as the high-water mark of 
achievement of that people, 

Mr, 'T, Butler Wilson [F 4 vote of thanks, 
which was seconded by Mr We Whitehead LL 





SHEFFIELD SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 
AND SURVEYORS, 

Mr. Sydney Perks (F-] read a Paper on the’ Guildhall, 
London” before the Shetfield Society of Architects and 
Surveyors at the Shefficld University on 21 February, 
Mr. Perks's unrivalled and intimate knowledge of the old 
buildings of the City of London, and especially of the 
Guildhall, is well known. In his paper he traced the 
hiatory of the building with the assistance of old chronicles, 
maps and plans, to the period of Dunce's restoration of 
the Guildhall front, to the subsequent pulling down of one 
of the wings, and to the lecturer's own successful restora 
tion of the wing within recent years. He further gave some 
interesting details of archweological and architectural 
discoveries that he had made during his investigations of 
the building. 

NORTHERN ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION 
‘33 Eldon Square, 
‘Newwcastlewon- Tyne, 
The Editor, JOURNAL RLB.A,-— 28 February 1924. 

Dean Sti;—In your report in the Jourwat of 9 Feb- 
ruary upon the annual dinner of the Northern Archi- 
tectural Association, held at Newcastle on 23 January, Dr. 
Perey Corder, the Vice-Chairman of the Armstrong 
College, in proposing the toast of Architecture," credits 
‘our firm with the designing of the School of Agriculture 
at the College. This, however, is not correct. The work for 
which we acted professionally for the Armstrong College 
yas the designing and erecting of the Easton Hall Hostel 
for Women Students, our design having been selected, 
after competition, by Mr. Brierly, of York, acting as 
Assessor. 

‘Our services were also engaged for the College in the 
negotiations and arranging with the Government the 
compensation for done during the occupation of 
the College buildings by the War Department. 

T shall be obliged if you will kindly correct this in an 
ensuing isue of the Joumvat.—Yours faithfully, 

Newconne. & Newcowne. 

[The report in the JOURNAL was dependent for its 

fuccuraey on the report received from the North—Eo.] 


Competitions 


GRAVESEND HOUSING COMPETITION. 
‘The Competitions Committee desire to call the at 
of Members and 
of the above Competition are not in aceordance with the 
Regulations of the R.LB.A, ‘The Competitions Com~ 
‘mittee are in negotiation with the promoters in the hope of 
securing an amendment. In the meantime Members and 
Licentiates are advised to take no part in the Competition, 
HEREFORD MARKET HALL COMPETITION. 
‘The Competitions Committee desire to call the atten 
tion of Members and Licentiates to the fact that the 
Conditions of the above Competition are not in accord= 
ance with the Regulations of the R\LB.A. ‘The Com- 
petitions Committee are in negotiation with the pro- 
moters in the hope of securing an amendment. In the 
meantime Members and Licentiates are advised to take 
TaN MacAtisren, 
Secretary. 
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no part in the Competition, 
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Notices 


‘THE TENTH GENERAL MEETING. 

‘The Tenth General Meeting (Ordinary) of the Session 
dea-soaa wil bg Bald oa Macsans 37 Mar 3904, 
8 pum., for the following put 

9 read the Minutes ofthe General Meeting (Business) 
held on 3rd March 1924; formally to admit members 
attending for the first time since their election. 

‘To read the following paper, " National Housing,” by 
Major Harry Bares (FJ, Vice-President. 

SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING. 

A Special General Meeting sail be fed on Tueadey, 
18 March, at $.30 pm., to consider the Revision of 
the existing Regulations for Architectural Competitions 
prepared by the Competitions Committee, in con- 
ilttion with ‘the Allied Societies and the Society. of 
Architects, and approved by the Council. A copy of the 
Draft Regulations is enclosed with this iswe of the 
Jounnat. 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS, 2 JUNE 1924. 

Associates who are eligible and desirous of transferring 
to the Fellowship Class are reminded that if they wish {0 
take advantage of the election to take place on 3 June 1924 
they shouild send the nomination forms to the 
Secretary not later than Saturday, 22 March, 

RLBA. VISIT TO "THE BRITISH EMPIRE 

EXHIBITION, WEMBLEY. 

A visit to the British Empire Exhibition buildings has 
been arranged by the Art Standing Committee to take 
place on Saturday afternoon, 22 March. Members and 
Licentiates who wish to attend should apply to the Secre- 
try, R.L.B.A., as soon as possible. 

SESSIONAL PAPER. 

‘The Paper to he read by Mr. H. S. Goodhart-Rendel 
ac the General Mecting of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects on 31 March 1924 will be entitled =— 

"English Architecture of the Nineteenth 
Century.’ 


Hie ACOUSTICS OF THE AUDITORIUDE.” 

Mr, G. Sutherland's important Paper on “The Acou- 
stics of the Auditorium,” which was published in the 
R.LB.A. JOuRNats of 22 and 20 October of, 











BRITISH SCHOOL AT ROME. 
Canpinares ron Ar ScHovansitrs. 
‘The Faculties of Art of the British School at Rome have 


University 

3D. L.. Bridgwater, University of Li $ 

Brooke, University of Liverpool ; J. H. L. 

University of Liverpool; Elsie Rogers, University of 
Manchester ; HS, Silcock, University, of Liverpool 
M. A. Sisson, University of London : ‘Thearle, 
University of Liverpool ; Francis X. Velarde, University 
of Liverpool. 
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RIB. ANNUAL DINNER, 1924. 

‘The Annual Dinner of the Royal Institute of British, 
Architects will take place on Tuesday, 6 May. Full par- 
ticalars will be issued at an early date. 

Ian MacAussrer, 
Secretary RILB.A. 


Members’ Column 


PARTNERSHIP WANTED, 


ARIBA. (3) ttaoed ia Univerity School of Amhitect 
oa segs tityest een eee 





CHANGE OF ADDRESS. 
ate, Hawa, Jos has land iol to 7 New 
Sete Lanse tas Wc. Telephon. Heibonr 8ap. 
‘ARCHITECT wast, 
rcyarers ALU. Ins jn emp Cutet Dra 
sed oang Sor mca etn Smee! as 


Dester 
sorber atl tse at wks 733 
yean® experience Edinburgh, Londoo bd Trovine! rt 
enc peRy, Bex ste clo Secmtary RBA “9 Cond 
eet, Landon, Wat. 

FORMATION OF PARTNERSHIP. 

Ma Hexay F. Mesce, Surveyor to the St. Albans Raral District 
‘Coun bas abe ato pastoeabip Mr. Lele Noss ALBA 
‘seen Stare, ‘will contin to practise us Architarts 
au funder the ttle of" Mence & Ross, ARTA,” 
wese "Stier, St, Albans, Hert 

PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT, 

AM Doveras Wooo kas resigned, bis appoiatinent with the 
Mimsy Heath thas fete rivate pence a 35 
(Craven Street, Strand, W.C-2, having acted at Housing Commnissione? 
Jor to Midlatd connties and Techical Adviser to the Minister ht 
mts ih te attament any of the Taare hoin 
‘contrarts my Fngland during the past five 

COMMENCEMENT OF PRACTICE. 

My Gus HE, Watcur [4.] has commenced practice at Market 

Sqetr, Avior, and wouid be pa to rect trade catalogs, 


APPOINTMENTS WANTED. 
Avcarrcr ses appointment, Very wide experince, Design, 
ache spctiatens Sean: wersying alee 
Herne cost A By vcd Streets Wee 
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Assan (sh ith onal plate ec, va of wok 
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Repiy Bice se) eo Seemtary RIERA.) Conall Sheek, a 
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NOTICES 


UI Ix 
souk pm oat Gach ESA. President, the 
‘by 29 Fellows (in- 


cee ip 
luding t5 members of the Council), 42 Asociates (including 
2. hace 5 








Eighth General Meet on Monday Et prt a 
ee eee 





STLRcnasnnecbers ts feces the aoeaay a ee 
a metane of sympathy and condolence be conveyed to their 


Feces (4 1910}. 


1 Ea, 19ta]. 
fa. 1507), 
craRsoN: Hexny Listin (4, 1887], Sheffield. 
Saouew: Wantiast Tuomas (4.. 1907]. 





joa casino], Bristol. 

five years” course at Archi- 
tectural Association, from Final 
Eeaminaton after pasing Examination in Profesional 


Caran: pau Mayne bipedal Examination), 

Gaus Tack Axtonto [passed five years" course at Glasgow 
‘hol of Architecture--exempted from Final Examina 
tga alter paing Exxmianton in Profesional Practice), 








Semone, OBE. [S. 1914—Specal Wer 
Exetel Rema Wevemorand 
Frncuson Donato [peed five year" coune at 


ng Sal of Aricept fon Fi 
ale eng emg er 
a tiop kas 
Se ae tra ain, 
Wet bog Maxwaut. BArch. Li [passed five years’ 
Fev ~f 
Be senate eee 


Eayay: 
Guaser: Jous Duncan, inal Edamination. 
Jone Deweccs | ion). 


Hlasstmee? orn Guuite (ate) [pace Bro years? 
at Architectural Awocition, crapted. from 
Final Examination, after passing Examination in Pro: 


Hor, ease are earn coma age 
Ecco afer Examination in, Profesional 


jcrrox = Ciiatanmas Hwy, B.Atch. ane 
Noes une mt Lvepal Unite Sebel of uch 
reece fom Fal Exsminton ser penne 
Cheshis k? “ x 





fom Final Euzbinston ater paste Exanaton'n Pro 
aap ey es Johannesburg, Transvaal, South Africa. 
Pama: Sraxeay Tuows (Special War Examination), Mel 


‘Ausra. 

Pownt: Auner Hasny [Special Examination), Reading. 

Sirmmaxp = Tnostas Scorr [passed six year’ coune at 
‘Robert Gordon's Technical 








‘Examination in. Professional Practice), Frome, 
‘C. Ernest Elcock [F.] moved the following motion 





paued at the General Meetings on the 30 April 1923 and on 


The motion, having been ‘by Mr. Septimus 
Warwick [F], was discussed and pased by 45 votes to 22, 


valuable assistance he had received from Mr. Hope 


"Sie proverdings terminated ot 9:20 pn. 
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BICENTENARY MEMORIAL VOLUME OF SIR CHRISTOPHER WREN, 4.0. 1632-1733. PUBLISHED. 
UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS WITH AN INTRO- 
DUCTION BY SIR ASTON WEBS, F-R.A., AND A DEDICATION BY PAUL WATERHOUSE, M-Aj, 


PRESS NOTICES. + 


Sir Reginald Blomfield, R,A., in RJ.A. Journal :* This bandsome volume, published under the auspices of the 

4 a notable tribute to the memory of Wren... Anyone who reads this volume from cover to cover will 

teal all there isto be known about Wren. iti. good deal more than we know about any other architect, 

: “hi ‘book is a proof that architects ary still moving on the lines laid doven by the great reformer who died two 
hundred years ago.” 

‘Mr. Fike Kimball in the Journal of the American Inttitte of architects :" At last there i a good book on Wren — 
‘Wren the man and Wren the architect, The Bicentenary Memorial volume published under the auspices of the 
RALB.A, is by long odds the best work about him, "The older hooks, indeed, left much to be desired. «Now we 
hive a well-rounded work covering with authority the many aspects of Wren's genius, It is written by micti who know. 
“The ilstrations are far from the usual repittions of the famine. For the City Churches there is notably the series 
of fine old water colours, showing in some cases buildings now destroyed... . ‘The illustrations are not merely informa- 
tive to the practitioner, but give something of a collector's favour. Numerous old engravings have been reproduced as. 
line cuts in harmony with the text.”” 



























“CHAR.” in the Manchetter Guardian :"" This is a notable book, both for its contents and the miner of its pro- 
duction... this great, handsome, and very beautifully printed volume. ... ‘The general and cumulative view of 
Wren and his work which this book gives. .- is certainly sufficiently impressive.” 





Mr. A, R. Powys in the London Mercury :""It contains eighteen essays on as many aspects of Wren’s life and works. 
In these circumstances it is suprising to find so little overlapping of subject matter. .. The book is well produced. 
“The surface occupied by printing in relation tothe page ia renewed source of pleasure as each ea is turned. 

Sunday Timer :" No handsomer volume has been issued fr many yeas past from the European press than this 
sumptuous tribute to the memory of the greatest of English architects. ‘The letterpress includes studies of Wren and his 
‘work from a large variety of points of view, contributed by writers best qualified to bear testimony to the soundness and 
brilliancy of his diversified genius as architect, astronomer, biologist, merchant adventurer, scientific inventor, and 
Member of Parliament. Wren was not only a great Englishman ; he was as passionate # lover of London ax Samuel 


Johnson himself, and 
‘If aught of things that here befall 
Can touch a spirit among things divine 


fone may imagine him exulting in the knowledge that all pecuniary profit arising from the sale of this splendid volume 
Sill go to the fund established for the purpose of conserving in its pristine beauty the greatest of his achievements, St. 
Paul's Cathedral. ‘The illustrations of the book are numerous and beautiful, and the entire volume is be 
ject and of the generous enthusiasm for the i 

Observer : “It is sumptuously produced, it is most generously and sympathetically illustrated, and it illuminates, 
the subject in countless ways both for the expert and for the layman.’ 
‘Morning Post :"* The book is a joy in itself. The essays it contains are authoritative (yet never dull), and these 
and the fine coloured plates and drawings commemorate, incidentally, the group of famous craftsmen, such as Grinling 
Goons, wha helped inthe creation of St, Paste ly cathedral of he first rank which way completed within the 
life-time of its designer.” ” 
ily Mail : A worthy monument to the great architect.” 

Daily Telegroph : * A worthy monument to Wren, so lavishly illustrated that it presents and unexampled pictorial 
record of his achievement,” 

‘The Builder : * We congratulate all concerned on the production of the work, which is a fitting addition to the many 
recent tributes of admiration of a great man, ‘The volume cootains the reproduction of more original documents than 


have been published in any previous volume.” 
‘The book is exceedingly well produced and illus 


The Architect : "An attractive and interesting tribute. . 
trated,” 

Journal °'* The whole immense range of Wren's activities is covered in the memorial volume, which 
is liberally illustrated, well printed, and altogether sumptuously and fittingly produced.” 


























‘The Architects’ 








Editions are issued as follows : Susscatmexs’ Epirioy, bound in buckram, 5 guineas net ; Eorriow ox Luxe, limited 
to ag0 copies, bound in vellum, numbered and signed, 8 guineas net. 


‘THE ENTIRE PROFITS FROM THE SALE OF THE BOOK WILL BE DEVOTED TO THE ST. PAUL'S 
CATHEDRAL PRESERVATION FUND. 


‘The Special Twenty-five Guinea Edition, limited to 50 copies, has only recently been isqued. 
HODDER & STOUGHTON, LTD. % LONDON, E.C4 
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National Housing and a National Municipal 
House-building Service 


BY MAJOR HARRY BARN! 





VICE-PRESIDE! 





[Read before the Royal Institute of British Architects on Monday, 17 March 1924] 


INTRODUCTORY. 
catholicity of the Royal Institute of 
ritish Architects is in nothing better 
lustrated than in the freedom it gives to 
the expression of opinion, however heterodox, in 
ect of buildings—their height, their construc- 
, their position, and in their pro- 
vision, None of our member: ors to-night 
Will be 80 misled by this tolerance, I am sure, as 
to imagine that the opinions to which they are about 
fen are other than personal, 

Some time last year I ventured to put some 























Pant 1. 
THE STANDARD OF HOUSING. 

Let me begin by saying that there is no housing 
problem—if there is no housing standard, 

Everybody is housed in some sort of fashion, and 
if the fashion doesn't matter there's an end on’t. 

‘The law in one of its more or less asinine moods 
has decreed that we must sleep under some shelter, 
and if that is not provided by ourselves it has taken 
steps to secure that it is thoughtfully provided for 
us at the public expense, 

‘The vagrant ward, the workhouse, and for the 
‘most contumelious of us, the " jail” in the last 
resort, 
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of mine on * Housing " on to paper, and incredibl 
enough found a publisher willing to put them into 
print.* 
mong many too kind things said I hear a few 
3 ining that while 1 have put the pro- 
n I have failed to offer the solution. ‘That 
ion, if it was an omission, I propose with 
it to make good to-night. 
Usay, if it was an omission, because I fancy the 
trail Tam on was fairly well’ blazed on the trees 
which apparently for my few critics have pre- 
vented them from seeing the wood, 



















Let me reverse my axiom and say—that where 
there is no housing standard there is no housing 









the possession of standards. that makes 
problems, as all of us know whoare not sufficiently 
advanced’ to dispense with them; and what is so 
generally true is true of housi 

But a housing standard we h 
interesting and perhaps useful to see how we have 
become burdened by it, 

Tam not going to represent that burden as having 
been shouldered at the i 
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philanthropists such as John Howard and Lord 
Shaftesbury, or modern ones such as Lord Lever- 
hulme, or as owing to the development of a purely 
altruistic spirit in this latter-day society. 

While I firmly believe that society will never be 
stable till it gives effect to the principles of the 
Sermon on the Mount, 1 am equally firmly con- 
vinced that inasmuch as it does so adjust itself, it 
is inthe beginning, and in the main, influenced by 
the consequences that flow from not having done 
so before. 

Itis the burnt child that dreads the fire : not from 
a pure altruism, but from an enlightened self 
interest our housing standard has sprung. 

‘Mushrooms grow best on manure, and it would 
seem that housing standards develop best, if not 
quite so rapidly, on disease. It was the series of 
epidemics in the early part of the nineteenth 
century that gave birth to housing reform. 

I do not suggest that epidemics in themselves 
possess this parthenogenetic capacity, because 1 
might be reminded that the two great epidemics 
that have stamped themselves most indelibly on 
English history and memory, the Black Death and 
the Great Plague, produced no such progeny. 

It required the union of the fear produced by 
the ravages of epidemics with the administrative 
powers secured by the reform of municipal and 
imperial government under the Municipal Re- 
form Act of 1835 and the Reform Bill of 1832 before 
a housing standard could be conceived. 

When it did come it was veritably true that the 
mountain in labour had produced a mouse. ‘The 
main things that people learned from plagues were 
that public health required 2 plentiful supply of 
pure water and the absence of an unregulated 
accumulation of refuse, so the housing millennium 
was ushered in by the inauguration of water sup- 
plies and the erection of privies. 

The idea of public cleanliness, once germinated, 
was, however, bound to develop, and the relation 
to it of well paved roads and adequate sewers to 
become inéreasingly apparent. 

The problem of the disposal of refuse was not 
solved by the multiplication of privies and earth- 
closets. "Indeed, such evidences of progress pro- 
duced their own problems. ‘They involved the 
provision of back streets, and the effective cleansing 
of these, after the disposal of refuse, became one of 
the difficulties of health administration. 

‘To remove the disadvantages that were thus ex- 
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perienced the water-carriage system was evolved. 
‘This brought with it an extension of the sewers, 
and such a multiplication of private drains as to 
give to our towns an intestinal constitution only 
surpassed by the human system, of which it may 
be regarded as the logical extension, 

We were thereby committed, if not.to a housing 
standard, at all events to a town standard in- 
volving well paved roads, well constructed sewers, 
and a sufficient water supply. 

‘This town standard of public health is the first 
element in the cost of house building, and a not 
inconsiderable element. Roads and sewers as 
apart from land and buildings involve an addition 
10 the cost of erecting a house under housing 
‘Scheme of sums from £50 to £60. 

Tam fully aware of the problems that range 
round the construction of roads and sewers, but I 
hope that those who take part in this discussion 
to-night will not raise them, ‘They are off the 
main trail we are on, and, however interesting the 
by-way, the diversion would only detain us from 
‘our destination, which is the conclusion that the 
housing of the lower-paid workers must be under- 
taken as a public service, 

‘The first proposition I offer for debate is there- 
fore, this: That, subject to tise economies in design 
and construction, adequate and well constructed 
roads and sewers with a sufficient water supply are 
essential parts of a housing standard. 

Upto the present in our history of this standard, 
the Englishman’s Castle is inviolate. The City 
Engineer, the District Surveyor, the Medical 
Officer, the SanitaryInspector, are all. on the public 
side of the gate, and on the private side a man might 
still, despite the Act of 1667, do much as he liked 
with his own, 

We have seen that the law, aided no doubt by 
climatic conditions, made it undesirable to sleep 
out of doors, but the matter does not end there. 
Indoors we are not free of a law which insists 
that the bedroom we occupy shall contain a 
minimum number of cubic feet, 

‘Two room standards have in fact been set up. 
‘The first that not more than two people shall 
‘occupy a room, and the second that for each person 
there shall be’ provided 400 cubic feet of space, 
from which even the limited mathematical capacity 
‘we architects possess may easily deduce that a bed- 
room occupied by two persons if itis eight feet in 
height must have a floor area of 100 square feet. 
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Presumably this capacity has been determined by 
physiological considerations, and at all events it is 
sufficiently well established as a standard. True, 
it is that in fact this standard is not insisted on in 
existing buildings, and also that it is definitely 
proposed to reduce it during the present period of 

use shortage from 400 to 300 cubic feet, but I 
do not understand that any proposal has been made 
to reduce it in the construction of new buildings. 

Let it be observed that this regulation is not 
based on any sentimental consideration, but on the 
face that certain pulmonary and contagious diseases 
are regarded as arising from an insufficient supply 
of pure air. 

Here, then, is standardised a minimum size of 
bedroom, but there is still to consider the number 
of such rooms that should be provided in a house. 

Again it is @ health problem, and few things are 
more interesting than to observe the sequence 
which these problems of health receive attention, 
In the early part of the nineteenth century, cholera 
and typhus seemed to be related to water supply 
and drainage, and to those questions health 
authorities turned. In the latter part of the cen- 
tury pulmonary diseases came into prominence, 
and directed attention to ventilation and the 
necessity of a proper supply of pure air. While 
this disease has not lost its importance, attention is 
now being further directed to those diseases that 
arise from the promiscuous intercourse: of the 
sexes, and the treatment of venereal disease is part 
of the recognised duty of a local authority, All 
treatment in respect of disease is either preventive 
or remedial, and of these the greater is preventive, 
‘The first step in the preventive treatment of 
diseases of the latter character is obviously to make 
the occupation of the same sleeping room un- 
necessary for persons of the opposite sexes who 
have attained to puberty. To do this it requires : 

That for every family consisting of parents and 
children of both sexe above, say, ee of age, 
three bedrooms must be provided. 

Forced to this standard of number and size of 
bedrooms, what about the living room? What 
ate to be its uses? Whatis to be its size ? 

Without further argument let me say — 

There must be a living room, and it must be ade~ 
quate in size, and it must not be used as a tashhouse 
& a storage place for food or fuel, or 10 as to 
diminish the number of bedrooms that would otherecise 
be provided. 








If you agree with this it follows that other 
Provision must be made for the adequate storage 
of food and fuel, 

Inow come to more debatable matter. It passes 
beyond purely health considerations and takes into 
account comfort and convenience. It deals with 
that group of offices, or “‘ conveniences," as they 
are illuminatingly called, consisting of scullery, 
washhouse, water-closet and bathroom. ‘The pro- 
blem here is not so much whether they shall be 
provided, but as to whether they shall be provided 
separately, or in common, 

‘There can be no doubt that the whole trend 
before the war was to substitute the structurally 
separate dwelling possessing the exclusive use of 
these conveniences for the tenement sharing them 
in common with others, and on that alone without 
further argument I will ask you to agree : 

That there must be provided for the separate and 
exclusive use of each decelling a scullery, toashhouse, 
water-closet and bathroom. 

Whether scullery be combined with washhouse 
and water-closet with bathroom is perhaps a 
matter for compromise. 

‘There is another matter on which I will not 
dogmatise, and that is the addition of a parlour. 
From the point of view of convenience and com- 
fort it seems to be essential, but for my purpose, 
that of arriving at the irreducible standard, it is not 
perhaps a necessity 

We can now sum these conclusions up in my 
second proposition, which I offer you for dis- 
cussion, namel 

That the housing standard demands bedrooms of 
sufficient number to provide for the proper separation 
of the sexes, and of sufficient size to allow a minimum 
capacity of 400 cubic feet per person in occupation of 
them, a living room of adequate size with food and 
fuel stores, and the separate and exclusive’ use of a 
seullery, washhouse, eater-closet and bathroom ; or, in 
other words, that for the normal working-class family 
of parents and children of both sexes, the non-parlour 
house «ith three bedrooms is the minimum type of 
house that should be provided. 

T cannot leave the question of standard without 
reference to the number of “ houses to an acre.” 
‘The reduction of the number of houses to the acre 
is one of the most far-reaching alterations in housing 
conditions, and if I only touch on it here it is not 
because I understate its importance, 

Before I pass to the next stage of my argument 
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I want to say that this question of standard is 
absolutely crucial, and that discussion of housing 
apart from a conclusion on standard is the most 
futile of all futile proceedings. Let those who 
think the standard that has been outlined is too 
high have the courage to say so and to indicate the 
extent to which they would reduce it; and on the 
other hand, let those who agree with it have the 
courage to face the implications that such agree- 
ment carries, and in that spirit proceed with me. 






Parr I. 
‘THE COST OF HOUSING, 


Only those who accept the standard need pro~ 
ceed with me, We have our troubles before us, and 
our only consolation will be that those who reject 
the standard will not escape. They too 
have their troubles, if of a different kind. Some 
sacrifice they must make of health, decency, or 
comfort, and upon what altar we will leave them to 
decide. 

Let us recognise at the outset that this standard 
is something which has never been obtained. 

Before the war the better-paid skilled workers 
were getting something approaching it, but those 
below that grade were not getting it and never had 

ot it. 
Ferthe lower-paid worker, if he got a new house, 
which was rare, got one with much less accommoda- 
tion than we are asking for, but in a vast number of 
cases he got no new house at all, but part only of 
one erected originally for a single family. 

Let us further recognise that we are asking for 
something better ata time when everything is dearer. 

‘These two things together mean that we have not 
merely doubled our difficulties, we have quad- 
rupled them. 

ut in another way, we are proposing in the future 
to give the lower-paid worker a better house than 
the higher-paid worker had before the war. 

In cash that means that for families which were 
housed before the war at 4s. to 58. week, astandard 
is desired which there is little prospect of providing 
at less than 158. a. week, a rent utterly beyond the 
rent-paying capacity of the lower-paid workers. 

We are in the case of such workers, then, in the 
dilemma that we must either reduce the standard, 
increase their incomes, or provide them with houses 
of the standard irrespective of their rent-paying 
capacity. 
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‘This brings us to our third hurdle, over which T 
wonder how many will follow me. It is this, that 
if we decide we cannot reduce the standard we 
must provide it irrespective of whether those for 
whom itis provided can pay for it or not. 

"The pace is growing hot, for it is clear that this 
proposition means that our housing standard is 
to be maintained even at a loss. ‘That being so, 
we have said good-bye to private enterprise and 
committed ourselves to housing as a public service. 

Itis a painful dilemma, but it cannot be evaded. 
If we maintain the standard we abandon private 
enterprise. If we cling to. private enterprise we 
abandon the standard, ‘This housing standard 
and private enterprise are the two masters no man 
may serve, he must cleave to the one and despise 
the other. 

Private enterprise works on profit, and where 
there is no profit private enterprise will not 
work. 

Profit in house building is represented by the 
payment of remunerative rent ; where there is no 
remunerative rent there is no profit, and where there 
is no profit there is no private enterprise. 

"That has been the position since the war; and 
despite all the efforts made to obscure it, it becomes 
increasingly manifest. 

‘The Addison Scheme and the Chamberlain 
Scheme both recognise the fact and make pro- 
vision for it, by grants or guarantees. 

‘To camouflage the situation, the term “ aided 
private enterprise " has heen invented to describe 
what is happening. By the application of doses of 
public money a certain number of builders are 
being stimulated to produce a certain number of 
houses within the limitation of area laid down in the 
1933 Act, 

To call this private enterprise is to take all 
meaning out of the term. When a patient can 
only be kept alive by doses of oxygen, death is not 
far off. 

There is a section of the community which before 
the war was accustomed to a margin of accommo- 
dation, and which now accommodates itself to the 
increase in building costs by discarding that 
margin. In other words, they are content with a 

or seven-roomed house where before the war 
they required ten or eleven rooms, These people 
are keeping the speculative house-builder busy, 
and giving a false appearance of activity in the 
provision of small houses. 
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Yes, but I hear someone say, the real thing that 
prevents private enterprise undertaking the pro- 
vision of houses for the lower-paid workers is the 
Rent Restriction Act. 

Tam almost ashamed to deal with such a con- 
tention, it is so manifestly founded on ignorance. 

In the first place new houses are not subjected 
to Rent Restriction, and the people who own them 
‘are free to get whatever rent they can. In the next 
place, and I speak as a member of the last Rent 
Restriction Committee, there is no property owner 
of any authority that asserts the repeal of these 
Acts would increase rents so as to bridge the gap 
between existing rents and the remunerative rent 
required to secure the building of houses for the 
lower-paid workers. 

If there is any real obstacle to the production of 
such houses by unaided private enterprise, it is 
the fact that municipal authorities are producing 
them, and letting them st unremunerative rents. 

I do not know if there is any bold spirit here 
to-night who will move that unless such houses 
can be produced without loss they should cease to 
be produced at all. ‘That is the heroic course that 
must be taken if the private builder is ever to find 
his way back into this part of the housing field. 
Who commends such a course? Who will say, 
stop building houses at a loss ? Repeal the Rent 
Restriction Act. Let rents go up, costs will come 
down and the private builder will build something 
—God knows what—but at least something that 
will show a profit. 

On the contrary, the omniscient individuals who 
write the leading articles in our papers, and who 
are never so 01 
of thei ter, 
that what is wanted is the multiplication of houses. 
If houses were only rabbits. Then the Rent Act 
could be repealed, State subsidies could cease, 
private builders would return to their building, 
and all would be the best possible in the best of all 
possible worlds. 

If only there were more houses, an only there 
were more houses. 

“ Ififs and ans were pots and pans, 
‘Then beggars would be tinker 

So it would appear we are in what is now 
fashionably called the vicious circle. Repeal the 
Rent Acts and you can get houses. Get houses 
and you can the Rent Acts. Which way are 
we to run ? e truth is—and we know it, but our 














unconquerable aversion to facts and our incurable 
tendency to self-deception will not allow us to 
acknowledge it—that even in pre-war days. the 
lower-paid workers were not honsed by private 
enterprise up to any satisfactory standard, and that 
there is not the ghost of a chance of private enter- 

rise providing for those workers in the future the 
Figher vesadard which is now demanded: 

The housing of the lower-paid workers must 
increasingly become the task of municipal authori- 
ties. 

We are passing through a period of indecision 
and there ia reluctance to fae the facts, but when 
once the municipalities are committed to an ex- 
tended programme there will be no turning back. 
For good and all the housing of the lower-paid 
workers will have become as permanently a public 
service as their education. 

I would not pass to the question as to how the 
houses are to be provided by municipal action 
without again driving home my contention that, 
however much we may shy at establishing another 
great public service, it is either that or abandoning 
the housing standard that has grown up. 





Paar IIT. 
‘THE PROVISION OF HOUSING. 

If I have carried any of you into this the third 
stage of my argument, there may be hope that 
some at least will accompany me to the end, which 
is not far out of sight. 

I have, I hope, very definitely and clearly stated 
my view that the housing of the lower-paid 
workers must be a permanent public service, and 
hope I shall as clearly indicate the means by which 
T think it can be performed. 

‘The first step is to dismiss entirely and for ever 
the idea that in their housing you have a task 
you can complete. Up to the present all housing 
programmes have been based on the idea that 
by a brief and intense application of collective 
activity, what is called the “shortage” can be 
made up, and then the task handed over to those 
of whom it is ignorantly said that they performed 
it before. 

I dismiss in the most decisive manner such an 
idea: there is not only housing to be done to an un- 
precedented extent, of an unprecedented standard, 
but there is re-housing to do of an equally unprece- 
dented amount. 
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‘There are 8,000,000 houses in the country to-day. 
What life will you give them? If it is anything 
less than 80 years it means that our replacements 
alone must be something more than 100,000 year 
during that time. 

We must further increase that number of 
8,000,000 by at least 120,000 a year if we are to 
provide for the new families that come into being, 
and we shall then still haye on our hands the 
problem of providing structurally separate dwel- 
lings for about 1,000,000 families for whom no 
such dwellings exist, 

When a statesman of sufficient knowledge and 
courage comes, he will tell the people of this 
country that the price of a decent standard of 
housing is eternal construction. Till then poli- 
ticians who know little about housing and pressmen 
who know less will go on pretending that a short 
pull anda strong pull and a pull all together will 
pull us through this problem. 

The next step is to dismiss with equal decisive- 
ness the idea that this year or next year or the year 
after it will be possible to carry through a housing 
programme of 200,000 houses a year without a 
fatal inflation in costs right throughout the building 
industry. 

I very gravely question whether the utmost 
sanity and vigour could do more than build up 
sufficient resources within this decade to enable us 
to start in the next, and maintain throughout it a 
steady output of 200,000 structurally separate 
dwellings in a year. 

‘The third step is to cut cottage building clean out 
of the main building industry (it was never really 
part of it), and half of the present trouble is that 
the two are entangled, 

It cannot be too much emphasised that before 
the war, at the very outside, not more than one 
man in eight in the building industry was employed 
in cottage building, and it is questionable whether 
their output, including replacements, exceeded an 
average of 100,000 houses a year. 

‘The building industry has dwindled from eight 
men to four, and when it is proposed that instead 
of taking one man out of eight for cottage buildi 
‘we are to take two men out of four the proposition 
only needs to be stated to show us in what terms 
of inflation it must express itself, 

In the past seven men out of every eight were 
occupied in building other than cottages; a doubled 
housing programme would leave only two men out 
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of four to do more work than in pre-war days 
was done by seven, 

‘Nearly ninety per cent. of the pre-war building 
industry was engaged on maintenance and repair 
work and on the erection of industrial and com- 
mercial buildings and better-class dwellings. 

House building of the kind we are dealing with 
was only a by-product of the building industry 
in much the same way as pigs and poultry are by- 
products of agriculture, 

Under the various housing schemes that have 
operated since the war, cottage building has been 
brought out of its backwater into the main stream 
of the building industry, and exposed to the full 
force of its currents. And how strong these 
currents are! Building on its labour side suffers 
from special disadvantages as compared with other 
industries. 

In some of its branches its status is lower than 
in many other callings, 

It is exposed not only to the trade cycle of 
unemployment but also to the seasonal cycle, 

Tesuffered abnormal depletion during the war, 
and itis on such an industry in such a condition 
that cottage building comes with its double 
demand. 

It is clear that if cottage building is to draw 
on the main building industry, it cannot have its 
extra man without inflating labour costs, until the 
whole building industry (particularly in view of the 
increase in maintenance and other constructional 
work) is recruited up to its full past strength and 
beyond. It is a moderate estimate that five men 
must come into the building industry before one 
additional man can be safely yielded to cottage 
building, and such wholesale recruiting is, it 
appears, to be attempted. 

‘The building industry as a whole is to be made 
so attractive that it will furnish the requisite 
number for cottage building without leading to 
increased labour costs. 

It is an impossible task, that cannot and will not 
be achieved, unless it is proposed to nationalise the 
whole industry. 

Consider how irreconcilable is the aim of a 
housing programme with the facts of the building 
industry. Such a programme aims year by year 
at the provision of a sufficient number of houses to 
meet the increase in the demand for dwellings, and 
to replace those that have become unfit for human 
habitation, 
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Such an aim requires continuity and regularity 
for two reasons : the first is that over a length- 
ened period of time there is an extraordinary level 
of demand, and the second is that economical and 
smoothly-running administration can be based only 
upon a steady and little varying programme, 

What are the facts in respect of the building 
industry ? More than any other industry, it is ex- 
posed to the booms and slumps that accompany 
le. No industry in private hands is less 
capable of being stabilised. It is the last expendi- 
ture on which men engage and the first from which 
they withdraw. It is subject to all the impedi- 
ments that our land laws and our building regula~ 
tions present. ‘The alternation of good times and 
bad times is a commonplace to all engaged in it, 
from the casual labourer who designs the building 
to the casual labourer who clears away the rubbish 
at its completioi 

In addition, it is subject to seasonal hazards such 
as are suffered by no other industry except agri- 
culture ; and yet itis this industry exposed to these 
hazards that is to be made attractive by giving to it 
guarantees of employment. ‘There are to be no 
more ups.and downs in it, no peaks of prosperity, 
no dips of depression, and all this magical change 
is to be wrought by imposing on it a regular pro- 
gramme of cottage building. It is about as 
intelligent a proposition as it would be to say that 
a road which was up hill and down dale was to be 
Jevelled by putting a uniform carpeting 6 inches in 
depth over its whole surface. 

Let us make up our minds as to what it is we 
want todo. Are we out to stabilise employment or 
to provide houses? If the former, we may do 
something towards stabilising the building in- 
dustry by employing it in times of depression on 
cottage building. For that purpose it is an in- 
telligent enough proposition, and something might 
be achieved in the direction desired, but only at 
the price of destroying any regular programme, year 
in and gear ont, of cottage building: 

You cannot have it both ways, you cannot use 
your material to fill up the dips and depressions in 
your road and, at the same time, spread it evenly 
over your surface. 

I do not deny the financial merits of the proposal. 
It would ensure the building of cottages on a 
falling market both as regards labour and material, 
and therefore at the lowest price. It would have, 
however, this supreme political defect—it would 























subordinate the need of those who want houses to 
the needs of those who only want to build them, 
a much smaller number. 

If, on the other hand, what we want is a regular 
production of cottages varying little cither in 
number or cost, we must face the fact that to 
obtain these conditions cottage building must be 
cut out of the main building industry. If what we 
want isa calm harbour, we must build a break- 
water between the bay and the storm-driven sea. 
‘That is the only way to make a harbour. Oil may 
have its uses in a stormy sea, and individual vessels 
find in it some salvation, but civil engineers are 
hardly likely to advise that groynes, piers and 
breakwaters be superseded by a more liberal 
use of oil in the Atlantic, the North Sea and the 
English Channel. 

‘The increase of the labour resources of the main 
building industry is one problem, and will have to 
be dealt with as such ; the securing of an adequate 
supply of labour for cottage building is another 
and happily not so difficult a one. 

If we are determined that each family shall be 
housed up to our standard, and if we are equally 
determined that such housing shall not generally 
inflate building costs, we must make up our minds 
to a national municipal building service at least as 
extensive as our tramway service, 

I do not know how long the London County 
Council Tramway Service has been in existence, 
but I'am told it now employs 15,000 men ;_ 15,000 
men in an L..C,C. building service would go far 
to build all the cottages required in Greater 
London. 

How appalling the prospect ! Let us seek the 
nearest sand in which we can bury our heads. 

Yet consider, It is agreed that if we make an 
abnormal demand on a depleted building industry 
for cottage building it must cause a general i 
flation in building costs. 

‘That is bound to react unfavourably both on the 
building industry and the architectural profession, 
and further it is difficult to see how the general 
building industry can be increased in attractiveness 
without a corresponding increase in costs,so that 
even if such a condition were secured in it by the 
manipulation of a cottage-building programme, the 
same unfavourable reaction would follow. 

On these grounds, grounds not of theory but of 
fact, to be labelled what you like but not to be 
altered by any label, I submit that the only way to 
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make cottage building possible is to make it a 
matter of municipal concern, and 1 advance the 
proposition -— 

That the public provision of dvvellings for the 
lower-paid workers is inevitable, that it demands a 
steady and little varying programme, and that the 
execution of such a programme without a general 
inflation of building costs can only be secured by the 
establishment of a national municipal cottage 
building service apart from the main building industry. 


Parr IV, 
A NATIONAL MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
SERVICE. 

‘The first task of such a service would be to 
organise independent supplies of labour and 
materials as far as possible unaffected by fluctua 
tions in the main building industry. 

It does not necessarily follow that such supplies, 
when organised, should be combined under publi 
administration : it might be that the task of com- 
bination could still be made a competitive one, the 
public authority supplying labour and material, 
the private contractor administering and super- 
vising. 

‘The labour task is to find 200,000 men and retain 
them for the specific purpose of cottage building, 
and my suggestion is that instead of finding these 
indirectly by first increasing the building industry 
by 500,000 men in order that 200,000 may be 
drawn from it, the 200,000 men should be drawn 
directly into a public cotage-building sevice. 

Such a service could of course only be built up 
gradually, and it might well be that a commence- 
ment should be made with specific trades such as 
bricklayers, plasterers and slaters, the service 
extending as occasion demanded and opportunity 
offered. 

In raising such a labour service the following 
matters would demand attention = 

(x) ‘The attraction of men into the service. 

(2) ‘The fact that the need for new houses does 
not arise equally at all times in every part of the 
country, combined with the equally obvious fact 
that men grow tired of the journeyman’s life and 
want to settle down. 

(3) The steady replenishment of the service. 
regard to the first there is little doubt that 
a public service would offer attractions that private 
employment in this industry cannot give. An 
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upstanding wage and fixity of employment 
would be sufficient inducement for all the men 
that were required. 

With regard to the second and third, it is clear 
that the conditions of employment in such a 
service would have to include the right in the first 
years of requiring service in any part of the country, 
‘together with the prospect, in later years, of settle- 
ment in some district. Fortunately these require~ 
ments on the part of labour have their correspon- 
dences in the nature of the demand that would be 
made on it. 

‘That demand is, in the first place, for new houses, 
a demand which may arise and haye to be met 
anywhere. In the second place it is for replace- 
ments and repairs, which are local and can be 
carried out on a fixed and steady programme. For 
the second purpose, the older men could be 
settled in districts according to the need of the 
district, while for the first purpose the younger 
men could be allocated from time to time to the 
districts requiring them. 

Itis clear that such conditions prescribe that the 
service must be both national and local in char- 
acter, the men entering first, perbaps, into a 
national service and passing thence into a local 
one, ‘The details of such an organisation should 
not be difficult to work out. 

In such a service the craft distinctions, though 
they could not be obliterated, might be much less 
marked, as also the distinction between skilled and. 
unskilled labour. ‘This in itself would confer a 
distinct advantage in cost on such an organisation 
as compared with that employed in private building, 

I should limit the type of house to be erected by 
such a service to the“ B” type, that is, the parlour 
house with three bedrooms,’ although perhaps 
allowing some increase in size, and I should 
restrain such a service from undertaking the 
erection of public buildings. Such restrictions 
would, no doubt, be necessary to secure the assent 
of employers and operatives in the main industry. 

With regard to the replenishment of the service 
when organised, there would be no difficulty, On 
the estimate of a 25 years life it would require the 
entrance of 8,000 men per annum to keep it at 
strength, and these could be easily furnished by the 
technical schools of the country, to which the 
Prospect of a post in a public’ service would 
effectively attract a sufficient number of applicants. 

As I have already indicated, 1 do not expect to 
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see such a service developed in a day. A new 
permanent service, for whatever purpose, cannot 
be improvised, but must be gradually built up. 

Whether it is ever established will depend on the 
view that commands the assent of the majority. 
If that view is that housing is an emergency 
problem to be solved by emergency measures it 
Will not be established till the falsity of that view 
is seen. If, on the other hand, the view that I am 
putting forward is adopted, that such housing 
permanent task incapable of being solved by 
unaided private enterprise, every consideration 
that wisdom can dictate and prudence adopt must 
lead to the establishment of such a service. 

I must say a word or two about materials. 

A cottage-building programme, if it is not to be 
upset by the fluctuations in demand made on 
materials by the main industry, must have its 
independent sources of supply. 

‘The materials required are few and simple— 
brick, stone, slate, tiles and timber are the chief. 
Of these brick, stone and tiles are local materials, 
and might be left to local provision. Slates are a 
national and timber an international supply. Their 
acquisition and distribution might be undertaken 
by a central authority. 

With a fixed programme there should be little 
difficulty in determining the amount required, and 
as litle difficulty in earmarking the supplies. 

‘The production of these would be a matter to be 
decided by considerations of convenience and 
economy. In many cases facilities might be given 
for their private production, In others it might 
be necessary for local or central authorities to 
develop them. Once a definite housing programme 











running over an extended period is determined on 
materials become merely a question of organisation 
and accountancy. 

‘There is no real difficulty in solving the housing 
problem ; those that have arisen are due to the fact 
that persons whose enthusiasm. has outrun their 
intelligence have rushed into enterprises, the extent 
of which they have not measured, with resources 
they have failed to estimate, 

‘To this has been added an ignorance of or an 
indifference to the collateral results of the policy 
they have been pursuing, hence the present 
position, 

1 leave the question of the housing of the lower- 
paid workers with the assertion that it is a task 
which can be almost exactly measured, and 
capable of being performed with continuity and 
regularity. It only requires to be approached with 
determination and carried out with intelligence. 

T have said nothing about the part the architect 
plays in housing ; believe me, it is an important 
part. He can help in the means that are to be 
employed and the end that is to be achieved. 
Building is, or should be, a matter of approp: 
arrangements of parts, soundness of construction, 
economy in cost and beauty in result. 

None of these things can be fully achieved with- 
out the co-operation of the architect, and no sound 
housing policy will concern itself with the rest of 
the workmen and leave this the chief workman 
out of account. 

‘This is buta sketch, At the A.A. I believe they 
would call it an Esquisse. I hope the discussion 
that is coming will be on a larger scale and fill in 
many details I have had perforce to omit, 











(The Discussion on Major Barnes's Paper will be published in the next issue of this Journal.) 
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A Note on Concrete Buildings” 
BY MAXWELL AYRTON [F] 


ditions and requirements of the times is pethaps 
joreapparent in the world of designthan in any 
other science, and the introduction of iron and steel was 

the greatest factor in the design of the lust century, 
In the early part of the nineteenth century the intro- 
duction of cast-iron girders enabled spans and heavy 
loads to be negotiated with greater ease than had been 
possible formerly. From cast iron came rolled steel, 
Which is its turn developed rapidly until reaching its 
present state of efficiency in output and design, | In 
construction the change has been enormous. By leaps 
and bounds, wonder upon wonder of engineering has 
come upon us, Architects have struggled with ever~ 
ncreasing difficulties in their endeavour to keep up 
with these changes for steel construction requires 
clothing, and the traditional materials for building 
purposes necessarily lost much of their meaning as 
they became merely a facing to a substructure of steel, 
One of the commenest instances being a great shop 
front of a single sheet of plate glass with a horizontal 
Iintol of stone hung up in its position to conceal the 
steel girder which is actually doing the work. Much 
ingenuity has been shown in dealing with these diffi- 
culties, but they cannot besaid to have been truly satis 
factorily overcome. In most cases we find merely a 
mise to the necessities of modern requirements, 


| aa tokeep in touch with the changing con- 
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fiven by Mr. Ayrton at the Samson 
7th, 





During the last few years reinforced concrete con- 
struction has developed very rapidly, particularly in 
America, and there can be no doubt that it is the 
factor which must have the greatest influence upon the 
architecture of the future, It is a matter of surprise 
that it should so long have been regarded as purely 
an engineering expedient. ‘This may perhaps be 
accounted for largely by the regrettable lack of part- 
nership in design between architects and engineers, 
‘The closer union between these two great professions 
is one of the benefits which should transpire from the 
coming general use of reinforced concrete, The 
practice of working separately has unfortunately been 
too general, 

In dealing with reinforced concrete as an archi- 
wural material, we are faced with one of the greatest 
iculties that can be put to the would-be designer 
—that of departing from what the eye has become 
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accustomed to. Reinforced concrete not only 
opens up possibilities, but demands a treatment 
entirely its own, and at'first it is a shock walls 
of incredible thinness, arches equally thin and appa- 


rently without the necessary abutments, staircases 
hanging in the air and so forth, 

(he enormous facilities of the material will un- 
doubtedly be a danger to its development in design. 
"There are always exuberant spirits who are anxious 
to dash at any new development with the vain hope 
that they may produce something entirely new and 
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their own, and we are bound to suffer during the next 
few years from this, to the detriment, for the time being, 
of the material. Only gradually, and in its own proper 
time will it find its own, and forms inconceivable at the 





present se wl presenily bas satisfying tothe eve 
ts they would at the moment appear incongruous and 
fantastic, 





As a material used by engineers, the surface treat- 


works quickly in a more or less rough and ready 
fashion, accurate to a degree in some respect but casi 
in others 

‘The great objection to concrete building in the past 
has been, that when the boarding was taken down, the 
impression of the boards remained, leaving the rough- 
ness of the timber the knots and grains and joints 
faithfully reproduced on the face of the concrete, 80 
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ment is not one which they have had to consider very 
seriously, and in consequence the question of shuttering 
s been treated merely from the point of view of get 
ting the shape they required in the finished article, 
without regard to its appearance to the eye, when the 
shuttering wes taken dawn. And it is largely in the 
surface treatment of reinforced concrete that the archi- 
tect will find his opportunity. Shuttering is mide by a 
particular type of joiner and earpenter—a man who 




















rs to be a rough timber 
d temporary character 
tried to overcome this 





that the finished article app 
construction of a very poor 
Various methods have beet 
difficulty—sand-blasting, hammering, chiselling and 
so forth; but none of them very satisfactory, as they all 
entail considerable extra Iabour and consequent cost 
in finishing off afterwards. 

When it was decided to build the Stadium at Wem- 
bley in reinforced concrete;this problem was one of the 
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CONCRETE BUILDINGS 


first that had to be tackled. It was realised at once that 
some surface finish was essential to such a building, 
‘The idea of rough casting was discussed and put aside 
as being too costly. Hammering and chiselling were 
also contemplated, but it was felt that this was not 
dealing with the material in an honest fashion, For it 
is obvious that a material cast in a mould should not 
require further treatment after the mould is taken away, 
Sod apuin ifthe building ta t be of concrete it ahold 
stand as such, upon its own merits, In discussing and 


















In the forming of mouldings, projecting band 
recesses, flutings, etc., one must constantly keep before 
fone the fact that all must be designed for the perfect 
flow of the material, The concrete is put in fairly wet, 
but has to be rammed down with rods between the steel 
reinforcements, until every portion of the mould is 
filled. It is obvious, therefore, that the greatest care 
must be taken not to desiga forms into which the 
material must be forced against its will. ‘The steel 
reinforcement bars form a serious obstruction which 
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considering the matter it was realised that the treat- 
ment of the surface should be obtained, not by subsc- 
quent work upon the face of the cast concrete, but by 
treatment of the internal face of the shuttering oF 
moulds in which the concrete was to be cast, Fluted 
boarding was thought of, and several lengths of walling 
were built, and by trial and error we eventually found 
the sections of futing and reeding which gave good 
results. As the work has proceeded the size of the 
fluting has gradually been increased, which is decidedly 
more satisfactory than the results obtained from the 
earlier stages. 
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cannot be avoided and must not be added to unnecs 
sarily, ‘These matters can only be learned by experience 
and practice. Not only must the designer learn the 
lesson, but also the joiner or pattern maker, and the 
Taan who ereets the ahutering and supervises its taking 
As the use of reinforced concrete becomes more 
general new trade will he created—that of 
‘The man who 












‘will known in an 
detail drawings, exactly how he is to set about making 
his moulds and shuttering, and exactly what will and 
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what will not make a good job, just as at the present 
time a first-class pattern maker for steel and iron is 
able to correct in a moment an error in judgment on the 
part of the designer, should he have male one, 

‘The possibilities of this material are immeasurable 
and its advantages over others are many, among the 
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greatest being that of speed. Again, it is conceivable 
that where the architect and engineer had sufficient 
time to enable them to complete the drawings for a 
building down to the last detail, that they might bring 
this to so fine « point that when the day came for the 
striking of the shuttering, the building should be com- 
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plete and need no further finishing than the neces- 
sary hanging of door and putting in of windows and 
painting. ‘This is not the least of the charms in working 
in this material, There is something extraordinarily 
satisfactory in arranging bolt holes, fixing pipe runs, 
i, within your conerete as it proceeds, and so avoid 
ing much of the work known in architects’ specifica- 
tions as “cutting away” and " making good,” that 
wretched business, heart-breaking to both client and 
architect. 

‘To mention a few of the outstanding problems 
awaiting the architect, perhaps the most difficult is the 
satisfactory management of the expansion joints, Steel 
and cement expand and contract equally and together, 
otherwise, of course, reinforcement of concrete would 
be impossible. ‘This necessitates expansion joints at 
regular intervals. In some cases it is possible to cover 
the joint by an overlapping projection, but this is not 
always possible. There can be no rule laid down, and 
it is one of those points in which it is absolutely essen- 
tial that the engineer and architect. should work 
together. 

‘The mix,” that is the composition of the concrete, 
and in particular the amount of water used, is of the 
greatest importance in the texture of the face. If too 
iquid the cement will run out to the surface of the 
shuttering, and when exposed will leave what is known 
as a“ fatty” face—ie., an unpleasant, almost polished 
surface of pure cement, hiding the texture and colour 
of the aggregate entirely, The aggregate used is a 
matter settled by the local conditions and may be pure 
gravel as at Wembley or crushed gravel, granite, stone 
or broken brick. ‘This and the colour of the sand used 
determines the colour of the finished work. ‘The va 
of colour at Wembley is astonishing and very beautiful 
—in the evening sunlight the Stadium has all the 
delicate shades of mother of pearl—on a wet day it 
takes a cloak of grim black grey. 

Another point to consider is the amount of concrete 
which can be filled in each day, technically known as 
the “lift.” ‘This vaties, of course, according to the 
thickness of concrete and the amount of reinforce- 
ment, etc. It is inevitable that a slight change of 
texture and colour happens at each lift, and it is desir 
able from every point of view that the lifts should be 
kept as horizontal and regular as possible. This was 
the reason for the adoption of the horizontal rusticated 
joints at Wembley. 

‘Timber shuttering is bound to move slightly i 
filling, if only from the natural swelling of the timber 
when soaked with water. ‘Therefore some method 
should be forthcoming which will allow of this without 
detriment to the design. 
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Some Fundamental Ideas in Relation to Art 
BY C. F. A. VOYSEY, MASTER OF THE ART WORKERS’ GUILD 





The Times of 8 December 1923 the following 
words occur :—"' It is evident that the old distinc- 

tions between class and class in the communit 
are breaking down, Yet in the future the divisions 
between men may be more acute than ever, since they 
will no longer depend on differences of wealth, educa- 
tion or social standing, but.on men’s conception of and 
response to spiritual realities.” Believing this to be 
profoundly true, it occurred to mie that some reflection 
on this principle as it may affect the arts should be both 
timely and interesting. 

‘Assuming that all art is the manifestation of thought 
and feeling, it stands to reason that thought and feeling 
must be of supreme importance to all those who are 
practising the arts, as, indeed, it must be to everyone 
who realises the i of all that affects the 
cultivation of the character. What stronger reason can 
there be for trying to make beautiful things, than that 
they help to purify and strengthen our thought and 
feeling, which are responsible primarily for all our 
conduct ? 

It is the unseen that is the glory of the seen. Any 
appeal to the senses through colour, form, texture and 
light and shade may cause pleasure and delight, but 
there is a higher appeal in that which stimulates our 
love and admiration. When we look at any work of art, 
we may ask ourselves—How is it wrought, is it techni- 
cally well done, is the material of it rightly used? Then 
we may inquire ; What is its sensuous effect, does it 
please any of our senses of form, colour, texture, light 
and shade, etc. ? ‘Then, what is its intellectual force, 
what does it say ? What thoughts does it arouse ? And 
then lastly, but most important of all, what emotions 
does it bring forth, what kind of alfection does it 
kindle ? This last we must recognise as the spiritual 
quality, The unseen, That spiritual quality which we 
can neither measure nor weigh, but which calls for the 
exercise of our personal character in the comparison 
of values. How we regard the higher qualities of man. 
How we love truth ; how we love beauty, and how we 
love God, ‘These three affections are the essential 
foundations of all real culture, and upon which all 
characters are built up. ‘The love of truth, the love of 
beauty and the love of God, must be the dominating 
ipulses of all we do; no one of which will suffice 
thout the other two. 

Believe me, what will affect our work, more than our 
skill, will be our attitude of mind towards it. Whether 
We are out to make money, rather than to serve. 
Whether we wish to glorify ourselves or our Maker. 
If we were more ready to make sacrifices for truth’s 
sake, we should be less ready to follow conventions, 

















which are often the outcome of the desire to deceive. 
To give but one illustration, the rustication of stone 
work, that is the accentuation of the jointing, arose 
from the desire to make a wall look more massive than 
it really was. Thousands of pounds and thousands of 
hours of labour are being wasted every day over this, 
convention, which is nothing more than a dirt-catching 
trick. As long as the law of fitness governs our regard 
for traditional methods, tradition as such will do 
harm. But fitness is often forgotten in the 
to offend against convention. Convention, which is the 
twin sister of tradition. Most of us are like lame men, 
frightened to put aside our crutches ; and so, through 
fear, we follow the conventions of our time, thought- 
lessly like sheep. 

‘The world is getting weary of technical and intellec~ 
tual skill, ‘The horrors of post-impressionism, cubism 
and many of the other isms are due to the revolt of 
‘man against over-intellectuality. The war has made 
the world more emotional. And after the first violent 
reactionary symptoms have subsided, it is likely we 
shall see a genuine revival of artistic feeling. Already 
the colours of costumes and shop windows are more 
healthy and cheerful, less khaki and drab, less colour 
that is harmonious ‘with decomposition ‘and decay. 
‘When a nation is happy its colour is bright. ‘The more 
idealistic the the bluer is their colour; the 
more sordid and materialistic they are, the browner and 
greyer they become. Go to your great manufacturing 
centres and see how mud-coloured everything and 
everybody is. Climb into the hills of Westmorland and 
Cumberland, and rejoice over the lovely blue and 
greeny-grey costumes of the peasants, and their sur- 
r 






‘We might with much advantage limit all art teaching 
to the study of conditions and requirements—that is, 
materials, what they are, where they come from, and 
their possibilities and limitations. And for require- 
ments, what it is that man needs to make him a better 
man. ‘The study of fitness covers the whole ground, if 
we always remember that man is spiritual being, and 
has a body. His body must be fed and clothed, pro- 
tected and trained. Still more important is the cultiva- 
tion and nourishment of his soul, which must be done 
by himself. Too often we forget the soul altogether. 
We are not half alive to the poisons by 
fagioces, We even adviee each other to fook at ugiy 
things, knowing them to be ugly. And we think it is 
much more dangerous to hold our noses over the sewer 
gas of a gully. Never look at an ugly thing twice. 
Ie is fatally easy to get accustomed to corrupting 
influences. Let mothers and fathers remember that it 
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matters greatly how far they try to keep their homes 
free from ugliness—that is, free from what their own 
‘consciences tell them is ugly, For there is no standard 
of beauty, therefore no standard of ugliness, ‘There are 
fashions in plenty. ‘The consensus of opinion often 
establishes what looks very like a standaed of taste, but 
it cannot endure. ‘The thick-lipped South African 
nigger lass to the nigger man is beautiful. We all have 
to fx oir own etancard of Beauty. It i a very great 
mercy that itis so, and that there cannot be any one 
standard of beauty acknowledged by all. Were 
it possible there would be an end to all progress 
in taste, and we should be so much less charitable to 
cach other, It is the assumption of a standard that has 
ed to such slavish imitation of the past, and has well- 
nigh petrified all creative power, causing the archicolo- 
‘st to assume an importance far greater than he 
leserves. He is now the right-hand man of the 
collector and dealer, and has produced many founders 
of museums incapable of telling the true value of any- 
thing, before knowing the date and author. “Archeo- 
logical interest in things stimulates a conceit 
knowledge without wisdom, Quite a nasty flavour is 
being given to some modern so-called art productions 
bythe indecent exposure of Egyptian sacred antiquities, 
Perpetual intercourse with the beauties of nature 
is mn character, In all 
ritual quality which 
is the very life and soul of the object. Students 
cannot study nature too much, or too faithfully, ‘To 
draw the real shapes of leaves and flowers, not the dis 
torted perspective views of them, will help to fill the 
of form, from which creative work will 
eome. ‘The study of human form may be carried on in 
the same way, in detail and in the street, As you walk 
along concentrate attention on different features, on 
gestures and movements of the body and limbs, "All 
attentive observation of this kind, if earnestly pursued 
with a view to increase our knowledgeof truth, will be 
greatly helpful, much more so than. conventionally 
ing an ill-bred peasant without clothes, or bowls of 
lowers in crowded confusion, 
Deliberate transcripts from nature are most valuable 
exercises, but in no sense are they art. ‘The art arrives 
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the moment the artist's thought and feeling are turned 
on to select and reject, to arrange and to convey 
thought and feeling to others. Strictly speaking, there 
is no such thing as realistic art, though all good art is 
the result of realistic practice. ‘The more truly you have 
seen a tree the finer will be the pattern you make of it, 
Tt may almost be said with truth: "What you can 
remember is your own, but what you sketch you steal.” 
‘That is to say, the facts about nature only become yours 
when you have absorbed and digested them, 

We never necd be anxious about being original, 
If we work in this way and saturate our minds with 
nature, we cannot help our work being original ; it is 
bound’ to. be, simply because no two people in the 
world are exactly alike, Let us be wary of the spurious 
originality which arises from the imitation of men’s 
modes and methods, or the egotism of eccentrici 
Little personal traits are easily exaggerated, and. i 
allowed undue prominence will Kill all humility: and 
sense of proportion, 

We have encouraged water-tight compartments in 
our art training far too much, ‘The sense of graceful 
and dignified proportion can be exercised in any craft. 
‘Training in mechanical construction will help, but 
not hinder the decorative designer. <A feeling for colour 
and texture should be encouraged in all the crafts, 
Why should carvers and sculptors be content to ignore 
colour? Remember the carved and coloured screens 
in many of our churches. It may be said with truth 
that sculpture is not complete until it is coloured. 
‘Think of our alabaster tombs, reredoses and effigies 
splendid in their richness and fullness of colour. 

‘We must reverse the order of things and put com 
‘merce secondto art not art second to commerce. [tis no 
use relying on collective action, on public bodies, insti- 
tutions, organisations or governments, It can only 
come from within. Do not let us deceive ourselves by 
thinking that Acts of Parliament, or ies of Fine 
Art, will help us. Each one must stand alone. Not 
that we can escape altogether the influences of our 
time, but by our sincerity we can raise the quality of the 
influences of the future. ‘The desire to bestow that 
‘Which we think good, is the secret of true happiness and 
true progress, 
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ST. PAUL'S BRIDGE 


St. Paul’s Bridge 


DEPUTATION TO THE MINISTER OF TRANSPORT 


A deputation representing the Royal Institute of 
British Architects (Mr. Paul Waterhouse, Mr. H. V. 
Lanchester, Professor A. Beresford Pite and Major 
Harry Barnes), the London Society (Sir William 
Davison, M. P., Mr. Carmichael Thomas and Mr. 
D, B. Niven), the Town Planning Institute (Professor 

. D. Adshead, Mr. W. R. Davidge, Sir R. A. 5. 
Paget and Mr. W. Rees Jeffreys), the Architecture 
Club (Mr. Ralph Knott, Mr. E. Vincent Harris, 
Mr, R, M, Barrington-Ward and Mr, James Bone) 
was received by Mr. H, Gosling, the Minister of 
‘Transport, on March x1th, in order to hear the views 
opposing the scheme for constructing the proposed 
St, Paul's Bridge over the Thames, 

Sir William Davison, M.P., introduced the deputa- 
tion, and Mr. Paul Waterhouse, Mr. Davidge, Mr. 
Rees Jeffreys, Mr. Carmichael ‘Thomas and Major 
Barnes represented the views of their respective 
organisation: 

All the main grounds of objection were laid before 
the Minister, and special emphasis was laid on the 
disadvantages which the new bridge would impose 
‘on schemes for the better regulation of traffic in the 
busy thoroughfares of the City. It was contended that 
conditions to-day are vastly different from those of 
13 years ago when the scheme was sanctioned by 
Parliament, and that an additional flow of traffic on a 
North and South route near St. Paul’s would result in 
serious blocks of East and West traffic, not only in 
Cannon Street and St, Paul's Churchyard, but also on. 
Lidgate Hill where it would be difficult to restart, 
and that further streams of traffic in Newgate Street 
and Cheapside would be stopped. ‘The deputation also 
pointed out that the St, Paul’s scheme would violate the 
main principle of all modern movements towards relief 
of congestion. It would bring extra traffic into. the 
heart of the City, instead of seeking to divert it along 

allel routes which avoid the crowded thoroughfares. 
The possibility of taking up alternative proposals was 
mentioned, and it was claimed that the money needed 
for this undertaking could be spent to better advanta 
elsewhere, and at the same time could provide double 
the amount of employment, 

The Miniter, i ‘reply, ssid that the deputation 
asked! him to do a very big thing if they suggested that 
he should reverse the decision of his predecessors to 
assist towards the cost of the approaches, Such action 
‘would in fact be tantamount to the Minister hindering 
the carrying out of a scheme which after an exhaustive 
investigation had received the special sanction of 
Parliament in 1911. He pointed out that the traffic 
aspect had received very great consideration from the 
































experts and advisers of the Ministry who were wholly 
in favour of the scheme, He promised, however, that 
he would carefully consider the arguments which had 
been laid before him. 

Members of the deputation made it clear that the 
widening of certain thoroughfares in the City might 
advantageously be undertaken without carrying out the 
full scheme put forward by the Corporation, 


TEMPLE AND CHARING CROSS SCHEMES.* 
By Pnovssson Brnesvorp Prrr, 

‘Thirteen years have passed since Parliamentary 
sanction was obtained for the proposal of the City 
Corporation, after an over-weighted struggle with archi- 
tectural opposition. During those years Southwark 
Bridge has been rebuilt and another Parliamentary 
conflict has taken place over the corpus vile of Charing. 
Cross Bridge, in which it may be claimed that the 
architectural opposition gained the success of preventing 
the widening and perpetuation of that railway eyesore. 
‘The revival of the St, Paul’s Bridge scheme last year has 
already revealed that the City authorities are not as whole- 
heartedly positive as before, and it is now urgent that this 
immense undertaking should be reconsidered in. all ite 
bearings before the capital of the Empire is committed to 
what may prove to be a monurnental blunder. 

London is slowly awakening to consciousness of its 
‘extniordinary artistic character. Is there another capital 
city with such a river and with its chief monument, one of 
the architectural treasures of civilization, seated with im= 
Posing dignity upon 9 natural eminence i its centre? 1k 
may also be asked, is there any other city so oppressed by its 
problem of transportation oF so unprovided with foresight 
and design for its solution? ‘These questions awaken 
doubtn as to the prevision of the City Fathers, and point 
to their obligation to take a larger view of the problem 
than, that which would restrict the expenditure of the 
‘ample resources at their command, from the Bride House 
Estates, within the boundaries of the medieval City. 

London certainly requires additional bridges. A ccn= 
tury’s expansion has only given it the Tower Bridge and 
withdnavn the Hlangerford Gue,. ‘The widening ciele of 
the suburbs, and the re-formation of the central circle of 
the map south of the river around Wartrloo, make the 
provision of new bridges at Charing Cross and the Temple 

lite necessary. On each of these spots northern 
thoroughfares already concentrate, and the stonpage at 
their ends blocks the Strand and Fleet Street from Charing. 
Gross to Blackfriars and overcrowds Waterloo Bridge. 
‘This more important relief will not be found to Tie at the 
top of Ludgate Hill past Blackfriars. 

But if it be granted that this is the concern of the 
County Council and not of the Corporation—a miserable 
concession to parochialism—it may be claimed that a fine 
‘monumental bridge laid out upon the axis of the Cathedral, 


* From # letter published in The Timer on 10 March, 
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‘opening upon a great forum into which shall open new 





avenues of traffic northwards as well ax southwards, 










jon for its grea 

integral connexion with the Metropolis. Short of this, 
if it was a practical policy for the finances of the 
City, which commercial interests seem to forbid, it must 
be insisted that the St, Paul’s Bridge scheme as at present 
designed is unworthy of London, and does not meet the 
‘urgent traffic needs of the Metropolis, 

It is strange that while all London is panting for a 
bridge, first at Charing Cross, enormous expense is con 
templated not only on the St. Paul's, but on the Lambeth 
Bridge, _ Is it not essential that the Government, through 
the Ministry of ‘Transport, or otherwise, should, in the 
Interet, of the Empire, superitend the planning of ix 
capital ? 

















Reviews 


ENGLISH FURNITURE. (Its Essentials and Charac- 
teres Siply and Clearly Explained for the Stu- 
dent and Small Collector.) By John C. Rogers, 
ARIB.A, Published by“ Country Life,” Ltd., 
Price 215, 

‘This book, as one may expect from the Country Life 
office, is artistically produced, and the numerous 
illustrations are well chosen and very clear. 

Mr, Rogers has carefully arranged the book, so 
that it will be useful for reference to the amateur as 
well as to the craftsman, and in many ways it is 
distinctly original and different from other books on 
furniture, ‘To mention one original feature, Mr. 
Rogers has compiled what he calls * ‘The Collector 
‘Time Table,” and in this he deals with articles of 
furniture such as" Bureau with slant top. Approxi- 
mate year of introduction crea 1700, approximate year 
of cessation 1790, largely superseded by drawer front 
and cylinder ‘ypes after 1775.” 

OF course, dates are generally open to argument, 
but the notes, observations and history would seem 
carefully correct, and Mr. Rogers has succeeded in 
giving all he sets out in the title of the book. 

Another original method that Mr. Rogers has 
developed is to take a good example of, say, an oak 

id by ‘means of photographs and diagra 
es its construction, and the reason for its 

peculiarities. x 

“This. method is fascinating, and one obtains the 
atmosphere of the craftsman, 

Mr. Rogers commences with oak chests, cupboards, 
stools and chairs of the sixteenth and ‘seventeenth 
centuries, and then deals with the walnut and maho~ 
gany types, and touches on lacquer, polish, hinges and 
mounts. 

His diagram on the development of joints and con- 

truction of drawers is very interesting, 
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In the Introduction he refers to the rapidly increas~ 
ing difficulty in finding genuine untouched specimens, 
and the many traps and pitfalls for the collector. 

Well, judging from a recent law ease in which an 
amateur collector spent large sums on specimens 
that were open to doubt, even the well-known experts 
are themselves at a loss sometimes. 

In fact, it would seem that four " genuine" antique 
legs, we may say, will reassemble and be a part of four 
“Teputed " antique chairs. 

1¢ demand has been so great that the genuine 
articles are very rare and faking a fine art. 

‘The quaint cottage Cd the roadside with an old 
grandfather's clock may have a business arrangement 
with the nearest antique dealer. 

Tt would be interesting to know how many “real " 
Sheraton and Chippendale articles of furniture there 
are in the world, and compare the list with a calcula- 
tion of what two such craftsmen could have turned out. 

T believe that good modern furniture must come 
into its own, 

However, this book, well studied and digested, will 
help anyone in his " adventures in collecting.” 

C. 0. Netson [4]. 


The Library 
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THE ARCHITECTURE CLUB 


The Second Exhibition of the Architecture Club 


BY IAN B. M. HAMILTON B.A. (OXON) [4.), 


IE Duke of Westminster has again placed the 
galleries of Grosvenor House at the disposal of the 
Architecture Club, nd the, second exhibition, 

entitled "" British Architecture of To-day,” was opened 
by the Marquess Curzon on March r1th and is to remain 
‘on view until April x7th, 

Ducing the short time that the Architecture Club has 
been in existence it has already met with considerable 
success in encouniging intelligent people to take a 
reasonable interest in Architecture, It is, of course, 
deplorable that there should be the actual necessity for 
‘such a club ; but we live in a commercial and mechanical 
in which not only, the pessimists tell us, are artints 
kinds superfluous because such of their wares for 

there may be a demand are now produced on a 
‘more economical basis by machinery, but also the tendency 
is for the mass of the people actually to prefer these 
ficial products ; for wsthetic considerations, even 
with responsible and educated people, to be entirely 
subservient to financial and utilitarian needs; for 
ereature comforts and rapid locomotion to be far more 
important than beauty, which is not measured in gold. 

‘Things may not be as bad as they are sometimes 
Painted, but it cannot be doubted that this tendency 
exists, 'Todications of it are to be found on every side, 
and in the particular realm of Architecture it will suffice 
to remember last year’s attempted destruction of the 
Whitgift Hospital, and to consider the astounding attack 































which ji roade upon the City Churches, 
Since the nex ity is here, the Architecture Club, wit! 
its high ideals, is to be welcomed gs a corrective to this 
tendency. 

“The annual exhibition, the most outward and most 


so its most important. 
over the counter of a 


essential that the community at large should at least 
have the opportunity. of knowing that abundance of 
really good contemporary work is available, and, if 
ible, of appreciating it, Here actual buildings are 
illustrated. by large-scale photographs, and the layman 
not disturbed by constructional details or technical 
Irawings. 
‘The greater part of the exhibition is devoted to Recent 
Architecture, and there are also three separate sections of 
Memorials, Gardens and Housing. Besides the photo- 
raphe there are attractive models of new buildings, 
and Lady Constance Hatch deserves. much praise for the 
trouble which she has taken in again collecting models 
of old buildings for this exhibition, ‘The result of her 
Iebour, snd the Kindness of the Des and Chapter of 
terbury, provide the ity of examining 
comparing ‘early thirty cathedrals, placed de by side 
tupon one table, and amongst other well-known buildings 
there are the working models of Sir Charles Barry's 
‘Towers of the Houses of Parliament, kindly lent by 
HM. Office of Works. 














‘The “British Architecture of To-day” is, generally 
‘of to-day as distinet from last year’s exhibition 
inty Years of British Architecture.” | Neverthe- 
is pleasant to find that occasionally the title has 
ely interpreted, for this has enabled a representa- 
tive group of Sir Edwin Lutyens's domestic works, 
going back to Marsh Court and Gray Walls, to be included, 
‘To Architects these will be familiar, but they are probably 
‘not s0 well known to the general public, which is sufficient 
reason for finding them upon the end wall of the first 
room—a prologue, as it were, to Post-War Architecture, 

T understand that this section of Recent Architecture 
is to be permanent institution at the club's annual 
exhibitions, which will in future enuble us to see how 
current architecture is progressing from year to year. 
‘The present exhibition is the best opportunity which 
there has yet been of realising how architecture has been 
developing since the war, and, with regard to domestic 
work, which forms the preponderance of the exhibits, it 
seems to haye followed one of two paths. ‘The first is in 
direct continuity of our local traditions and indigenous 
styles, sometimes steaightforwardly in the local manner 
as in John D, Clarke's group (8s), and sometimes with. 
more or less adaptation or elaboration as in Harold 
Falkner's series (254) or that of Forbes and ‘Tate (299). 
Other fine examples of this are seen by Biddulph Pinchard 
(5), H. Chalton Bradshaw (58) and Baillie Scott and 
Beresford (69) 

“The second is the compact small country house treated 
in a more individualistic manner and generally striking & 
note of simplicity. One of the best examples in 76, by 
Milne and Phipps. ‘Two houses at Welwyn. by’ de 
Soissons and Kenyon (62 and 63) are in this category, 
‘and there are notably examples by Leslie Mansfield (11), 
Wills and Kaula (231) and P. D. Hepworth (414). 

In both these manners. ‘the influence of post-war 
conditions is discernible. ‘The activities of an architec 
are limited by the depth of his clients’ pocket, and we 
have presumably passed out of the age when large country 
houses were built. We must regard it as an. exception 
that A. Marnhall Mackensie and A, J. R. Mackensie 

‘ould have the opportunity of building. Entrance 
Lodges to Dunecht House in the baronial manner. 
‘This exhibition shows what charming houises of moderate 
size can meet modern requirements, or if local traditions, 
tre to be preserved how they may be adapted. 

When ecclesiastical architecture is considered the 
result of high building prices and depleted funds is even 
more apparent. Styles, which grow from natural causes, 
‘and are not created, ate apt to emerge after large social 
upheavals owing to'the necessity of employing cheaper 
materials and therefore the necessity of a different treat- 
ment. It was the Napoleonic Wars which gave us the 
stucco period of the early nineteenth century. Concrete 
is eminently suitable for vaulting large spans, and it 
‘seems that it is to be the dominant factor in determining 
our ecclesiastical style of to-day. We need not regret 
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the passing of elaborate compositions in stone if we are 
to have such fine conceptions in brick and concrete as 
Robert Atkinson's St. Catherine's Church, Hammer- 
smith (54) and Evelyn Simmons’s St. Ninian's Church, 
Gretna (44), oF of lavish enrichment if the interiors are 
to be as simple and dignified as these and that of Gilbert 
(natal Bldgs ae repmsced by group & 
st are 8 group from 
Buckland and Haywood in which 31 for Kynoch, Led., 
is particularly successful ; there is a scholarly design 
for the Faculty of Arts, Manchester (38), by Dr. Percy 
S. Worthington and Professor J. Hubert Worthington ; 
and King Edward VII. Memorial Hospital, Sheffield 
(G48), by Arthur W. Kenyon shows a very treat- 
ment. ‘There ure not many public buildings, but two 
sat Cardiff should be noted, the Technical Institute (252), 
by Ivor Jones and Percy Thomas, and the Registry Office, 
‘University of Wales (232), by Wills and Kaula, 
A pleasant feature of the exhibition is the number of 
interiors illustrated. Besides the more important London 
‘Tides Black Glas Gallery (98) there eon 
Phil ‘are on 
1 en clverate sale hurntng escncet Py Bedell ond 
Deane (391) and a little series of Mallord House (394) by 
Ralph Knott and E. Stone Collins. 


showing carved woodwork which is very interesting. 
Although the detail is frequently intricate and comph- 
tated, the broadness and severity of the general design 
is most successfully maintained, 

Ja, cin Hocing sc tee, a ae we 
London County Council Housing by J. Topham Forrest, 
and the success of a single architecture conception for 
whole block of houses is wel illustrated by those on the 
Old Oak Estate (156), T. Alwyn Lloyd (117), 
and Ramsey and Houfton (125) and Hennell and James 
(165) show excellent designs of single types and there 
fare many successful solutions of what must haye been 
difficult problems in comprehensive planning. 

Since the Architecture Club stands also for the allied 
arts, the section devoted to Gardens contains also Garden 
Statuary, which is a welcome addition to the already 
great variety of the exhibits. "There ars two magnificent 
flower pots in Chinese blue glaze by Carter Stabler and 
Adams, and Harold Stabler’s sedate Harpy Eagle would 
bbe_a very pleasant bird to find in a garden, 

de, bots pre many ote pune eof se 
borders, but » great many are of « more 
architecural nature, in the shape of» complete 
garden, or centered round a pond, 
delightful. There is a charming series of 
Davwber's gardens (200) and there are three 
Lutyens’s cunningly-contrived pools (183), 
the necessary. adjuncts arden 
shows a dipping pool and seat (196). _ 5 

A very essential point to emphasise i the connection 
of the house with the garden. is very well brought 
‘out in the four examples shown by Milne and 
(474), in which the two blend harmoniously, and 
architectural lines of the house are maintained at 
in the garden in a formal manner, until the broad stone 
steps lead away to where Nature has fuller play. 
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of god leaning tar ctvouly been copied and 
ring has obviously ‘emphasised, 
besides large-scale photographs there are two models for 
bronze tablets in gesso on wood (382) by Macdonald Gill, 
which are also interesting in showing his method of 
working. In this direction the Architecture Club has a 
‘eat Seid open for ta activities. ‘The commerial brass 
Plate i ingly popular, schaps on a future 
it be oil aeeteebeiooes es pawesor 





very simple shrine in Somerset with its thatched roof 
absolutely fulfills its purpose, and the slender shaft of the 
cross in Kent and the surrounding treatment is really 
H. Bucknell has an exceedingly well- 

plced and simple cross at Silkstone, Yorks (373) and 
Baker (347) and Goodhart-Rendel (358) show 

good designs of crosses of the type generally associated 


rials there is first of all the 
splendid! War Memorial at Brusels (36s) by 1. 8. Tait 
is 








. S. Jagger, which is a really fine achievement. 
Clough Williams-Ellis has a rugged Memorial Tower 
(369) upon a moor in Wales, quite in the spirit of its 


surroundings, and Detmar Blow and Billery show a 
harming fountain head (368) in the Chelsen Hoaptal 
‘Of Memorials inside buildings the glazed earthenware 
decoration (364) of Pherbe and Harold Stabler shows. a 
‘with grest possibilities, which is very. litte 
|._H.M. Fletcher's War Memorial at St- John's 
College, Cambridge, is the successful result of a quite 
simple treatment combined with good lettering. We have 
in this country a fine tradition of mural monuments, 
which, although it may possibly have run underground 
during part of last century in common with other tradi 
tions, has bubbled up to the surface, and is still flowing, 
It is in better case than another great tradition, that of 
English furniture, which no longer flows in its a 
‘tomed torrent, but is only found in secret springs. "This is 
‘one ofthe things which wemustnot only preserve but foster, 
In conclusion, the most remarkable feature of the 
ceshibition is the high general standard attained through: 
out. 
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Amongst those present at the funeral of Mer. Ward at 
Iver Church, on 15 March, were Mr, Arthur Keen, Mr. 
Edward P. Warren, Mr. Henry M. Fletcher, Mr. W. J. 
‘Tapper, Major H.C. Corlette, Mr. C. Harrison ‘Towns 
|, Mr. Arthur Stratton, Mr. M.S. Briggs, Mr, F. O, 
‘Marchant. Mr, F. C. Eden, Mr. Laurence A. Turner, 
‘Mr. Harry Batsford, and Mr. R. Dircks. ‘The ceremony 
‘was attended by a large congregation. 

















OBITUARY 


William Henry Ward 


William Henry Ward was born on 13 September, 
1865, at Iver, Bucks. His father held the living; the 
village was his home throughout the whole of his life, 
and he was buried there on 15 March, r924. He went 
to school at Repton, and was a Scholar of Clare College, 
Cambridge, From 1890 to 1892 he was a pupil of 
Arthur Blomfield, and worked in Sir Ernest George’s 
office in 1892 and 1893. _ In 1895"he won the Measured 

















Drawings Prize of the R.L-B.A. with drawings of the 
d about 


gateway of St. John’s College, Cambridge, 
that time he worked with the late Mr, Dan 
Windermere, From 1895 to 1898 he was a¢ 











ir Edwin Lutyens. He began practice in Charlotte 
treet, but moved in 1899 to 28, Theobald’s Road, 
where he stayed till 1911. He then settled at 2, Bed- 
ford Square, and it is in these surroundings, of 
eighteenth century refinement and. scholarly desi 
that his friends will always find it natural and congenial 
to picture him. 

Tt was characteristic of Ward that in the early days 
of the war he quietly volunteered for active service at 
the age of 49, suppressing any information, such as the 
date of his university career, which might have pre- 
vented him from serving. He held a commission and 
served both in France and Italy tll the end of the war, 
with intervals of illness brought on no doubt by the 
stress of campaigning life. ‘Though in early years very 
fond of walking and cycling, he was never a strong man, 
and his death at a comparatively early age, as in the 
case of many other men, may certainly be held an 





















indirect consequence of the war and of his self- 
devotion, 

His architectural works included several houses near 
Keswick, a Church Missionary School at Lucknow, « 
group of houses at Hampstead, church furniture and 
decoration for the Church Crafts League, and, in con- 
junction with Mr. G. Cogswell, a Preparatory School 
for Boys at Weston-super-Mare, and a Pariah Church 
at Fazakerley near Liverpool. His refinement of mind 
and singleness of purpose were clearly to be seen in his 
designs. Scholarship too often leads designers astray 
into the display of learning and knowledge of historical 
detail, Ward's scholarship was of a riper sort, His 
Keswick and Hampstead houses are purely English and 
his knowledge shows itself rather in the elimination 
than the introduction of detail. 

His literary works, by which he is more widely known 
than by his buildings, consist of Sixteenth Century 
French Chateaux and Gardens by du Cerceau, published 
n 1909, his great work on Architecture of the Renais- 
sance in France, published in 1911, and many articles 
showing accurate scholarship anda gift of clear ex- 
pression, written from time to time for the architectural 
press. On leaving the army he set about the work for 
a parochial history of Iver, upon which he was still 
‘occupied at the time of his death, 

He was an Institute Examiner and served on 
committees. On the Literature Standing Committee, 
of which he was Chairman at the time of his death, his 
knowledge and devotion will be sorely'missed. 

‘Among the architects of his generation none sur- 
passed Ward in scholarship and that power of criticizing 
architectural work by reference to the best standards 
of all time which we call taste. His historical books 
are a distinguished contribution to the literature of 
architecture. But his scholarship was only one side 
of him, as his war record shows. He was 80 quiet and 
modest that people sometimes spoke and thought of 
him in negative terms—' unassuming,” unaffected,” 
and so forth, ‘This was quite wrong. ‘Those who 
worked with him, and imates, knew the power of 

iti vement which was his. He was thorough 
te in his work, and when he undertook 
that anything should be done, he was more than as 
good as his word. ‘To men of congenial tastes, for 
whom he could throw aside the slight veil of reserve by 
which he was apt to protect himself, he was a delightful 
and lovable companion, His selflessness and power of 
control were such that, though for years before his 
death he was rarely free from discomfort and generally 
in actual pain, his manner was always genial and 
leasant ; evento those who were most constantly with 
im he never showed uny of the signs of illness tavein 
the increasing frailty of his appearance. His place 
among architects and those who care for architecture 
will be hard to fill, 
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Lord Curzon on Architecture 


Lord Curzon of Kedleston on 11 March formally 
‘opened the Exhibition of British Architecture of To-day, 
utbich is being beld by the Architecture Club in Grosvenor 
House, 

Lord Curzon said in the course of his speech that he had 
always taken an enthusiasic interest in architecture, which 
‘seemed to him the most human—he might almost say 
humane—the most universal, the most cosmopolitan, 
and the most civilizing of the arts. He carried his enthu- 
tasm for architecture tothe pont of saying that he would 
like to have been a working architect. Why? In the 
first place architecture needed and demanded no small 
amount of study and research. Above all, in architecture 
there wat » scope for creative power and fuuman imagina- 
tion. Also, architecture could be practised both 
and out of doors. Further, they had the most wonderful 
set of models and materisls the world could produce, 
Painters were confined to paint, sculptors to marble 
and bronze ; but architects could use all the stones the 
world produced, every species of marble and every 
‘metal, and could combine them in any proportion or 
they pleased. ‘Then let them look at the scope and range 
of the architect. He might be called upon to draw plans 
from a cathedral to a horse-box; from a castle to 
cow-shed. 

‘What was the position of architecture in England now ? 
Was it on the upward grade, stationary, or going down ? 
‘That question was difficult to answer dogmatically. His 
‘view was that the movement was distinctly a movement 
jin advance. Interest in architecture, and to some 
extent knowledge of architecture, was much more wide- 
spread now than it 
certain that the 30 
in it ns in the time of Lord Burlington or Chambers and 
vome of the great men of the eighteenth century, but it 
was much more widely spread owing to the wonderful 
architectural publications of the day, which had brought 
architecture home to the present generation in manner 
quite impossible a few years ago. 
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wards there had come the Jacobean style, graceful and 
charming, and different in England 


from’ 
the Continent. ‘That had been followed 
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Renaissance period, a really noble period of British 
architecture, when the work of Inigo Jones and Christo- 
Pher Wren was prominent. 


Mary, wonderful périod, which was followed by that 

stone house, commonly known as 
“Queen Anne,” and the early “ Georges." Since then 
there had been no original English architecture. He 
did not think any architect would say there was anything 
worth mentioning ax the " Victorian " type. 





ther 
Mary and George " style, 
and Queen, Many people 
it, on the whole, he thought, 
Bot think the conditions really 





If he had to dew up rules for a successful archie 
he would advise them to use the English style in England” 
He would also advise them to avoid megalomania, and 
not allow their buildings to climb into the sky. On the 
sgher hand, they should oe spread themselves out Hike 
some great octopus, They avoid 
individualism. Regent Street was gradual” beng 
Pulled down and a number of buildings, some of thent 
individually fine, were replacing those which had gone, 
He sighed for poor old Nash, who had a knowledge of 
form and design which was peaceful and sober and pro- 
duced an artistic whole, He thought it was a distinel 
loss to the country that Nash's Regent Street had gone 
and those vast individualistic creations were taking Its 
place, 
anit. pext rule would be tat they should use the simplest 

















‘e THE LONDON SOCIETY 


‘THE LONDON SOCIETY, 
ANNUAL MEETING. 

‘The twelfth annual meeting of the London Society, 
which now has 1,200 members, was held at the Royal 
Academy on 12 March, the new president, the Earl of 
Crawford, being in the chair, 

‘The remarkable progress which this Society has made 
since the first annual meeting at the Mansion House in 
3 when, if we remember rightly, Lord Curzon made a 
int speech, makes it unnecessary to explain its aims 








and objects, 
‘Among the many things dealt with in the annual report 
we find again the question of the London City Churches 
tind St, Pauly and Charing Crows Beds, ‘This sche dual 
and hardy on which the Society is talking continual 
‘Ag regards the former, forthe information ofthe pl 













“ina sare 
jety also proposes to take such steps as are 
necessary to secure an extension of the Act which already 
protects the churchyards so that it mnay include the sites 
‘on which the City churches stand, 

‘When this action is pressed we wonder whether it will 
‘occur to any section of the Church that, if the above 
mentioned Act could be abolished altogether, valuable 
areas in the shape of churchyards would be available for 
development for office, warchouse and factory purposes 5 
the disused burial grounds of St. Margaret Pattens and 
St.Martin Outwich,etc,, could then besold ss building sites 
just as itis proposed to sell Endsleigh Gardens. It will be 
interesting to see whether such a suggestion is ever made, 

In considering the St. Paul's Bridge proposal the chair- 
man remarked quite happily and Tightly that the longer 
the final decision was delayed, the stronger would be the 
‘opposition = it is, we think, Undoubtedly true that time 
Ssonour side. 

rt made the concrete suggestion that the Com 

ie ote ‘Society were considering the question of 
arranging for a meeting at the Mansion House in su 
of the objects the Society has in view as regards the 
se ihaes tan pain tank aie seus ay 
could also be arranged—in the enemy's camp as it were 
against the St. Paul’s Bridge, it would have the hearty 
support of the R.LB.A, 

twas pointed out by Sir Aston Webb that the work of 
the London Society ix by no means exclusively critical; 
it regards constructive proposals as the more valuable 
side of its works. 

Baler ir) oot tere ae ty 
best possible development for arterial and circumferential 

road plan now known as the London Society's pla— 
Fehis also writen a book about London which has not 
only been written but sold ; anid now it is engaged upon 
plans of the London boroughs showing the present uses 
to which the various properties are put, namely, 
dences, shops, factories, etc., as a preliminary research 
omer bet cumin (OC song cd ees be 
considered or a zoning map prepared : an attempt— 
tomeviat in the nature of heroic™to create some order 
in chaotic London, i 

It is to be feared that the Londoner, having grown up 





























in such a disorderly environment, has been bred with a 
disorderly mind, and yet it is only the orderly minded 
individual who can produce an orderly community which 
express iteelf naturally by an orderly city. 

fe suggest that it is this realisation of order as a para- 
‘mount yirtue—zo insisted upon by Professor Lethaby— 
fand the necessity for intensifying the communal 
‘which are probably the principal reasons why the 
finds itself so much in harmony with a Societ 














W. E, Vurxon Cnomerow [F) 


INTERNATIONAL TOWN PLANNING 
CONFERENCE. 
‘The next International and Town Planning Conference 
ws been arranged by the International Garden 
nd Town Planning Federation will be held at 
Amsterdam from July 2 to 9. Mr. Raymond Unwin, 
Professor Patrick Abercrombie, and Mr, C. B. Purdom 
aire amongst the British delegates who will read pape 
the Conference, at which there will be representatives 
from America and many of the European countries. 
Principal subjects. for discusion will bes (a) 
Regional Planning in relation to. Large Cities ; (6) Parks, 
Park Systems and Recreation. ‘The problems in connec- 
tion with these subjects are occupying the attention of 
technical experts and State and Municipal administrators 
in many parts of the world, and the Committee of the 
Federation are of the opinion that the interchange of 
opinions should be of great service at che present time, 

Study tours will be made of many of the Dutch towns 
daring the Conference. Holland has played a very im- 
portant part in post-war housing, having granted State 
assistance for 142,000 new houses since the beginning of 
1918, the present population of the whole country be 
about 7,000,000. Arrangements are being made for v 
to some of the housing schemes, 

‘There will be a specially selected international exhil 
tion of plans, pictures and drawings, dealing with the 
subjects discussed at the Conference. 

‘Mr. Ebenezer Howard is the President of the Federation. 


‘THE BRITISH SOCIETY OF MASTER GLASS- 
PAINTERS. 

‘This Society has recently been formed to advance the 
status of the craft of glass-painting in this country, ax an 
honourable and artistic profession, and to endeavour to 
proserve its heritage of ancient glass, by influencing: public 
opinion and by advice oF suggestions when they can be 
offered. 

‘On Wednesday, 26 March, at 5.30 p.m., in the Hall of 
the Art Workers” Guild, 6,’ Queen Squire, Dr. T. M. 
Legge will exhibit and describe a collection of specimens 
of fiteenth century stained las, and Mr. F.S. Eden, of 
the Royal Commission on Historical Monuments, will 
speak on “Ancient Stained Glass in London,"” ‘The 
attendance of members of the R.L.B.A. will be welcomed, 


Lonpox ‘Trarric Atrrionrry. 
On the recommendation of the Town Planning Com- 
mittee it has been decided to urge upon the Prime Minis- 
ter the necessity of the establishment of a ‘Traffic 
Authority for London at the earliest date practicable. 
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The R.LB.A. Meeting Room 


‘The reconstruction of the Meeting Room at Conduit 
Street, which was contemplated some two years ago 
when a piece of land adjoining the old room was 
purchased, is now complete and the new. room is in 
use. It is roughly abour 47 feet square, lighted by a 
central glass dome and by four small domes in the 
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corners. ‘The approach to it is through a new vestibule 
at the side of the door into the Common Room, and 
from thie vestibule a corridor leads to the old East 
Gallery, enlarged by throwing into it a of the 
old meting room, which is now to serve forthe Council 
Room. ‘The only other alteration has been an increase 
in the lavatory accommodation. Mr. Hope Bagenal 
was consulted as to the treatment of the meeting room 
in order to make it # good one to speak in, and the 
general impression is that the result is distinctly 
satisfactory. Mr. Bagenal’s suggestion was to arrange 
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for sound to be reflected from the platform end of the 
room and from both side walls, and to be stopped as 
effectually as possible elsewhere. As the room will be 
used frequently for exhibitions of drawings and photo- 
graphs the walls had to be finished with boarding and 
canvas, but on the side opposite the platform the wall is 








padded with Cabot quilting, and the frieze all round 
the room, excepting over the platform, is similarly 
padded, as.are also the upright fillings under the central 
dome. "This treatment to be quite effective, 
‘The wall behind the platform is panelled in wood, so 
as to form a good reflector of sound. Advantage is 
taken of this panelling to write up the names of the 
Tastitte Pricswinners, and és intended to inscribe 
‘names of Presidents and Gold Medalli 
in the Council Room. pele cs 


‘The heating and ventilating arrangements have 
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had to be entirely reconstructed, and this work bas 
been done by Messrs. J. Jeffreys & Co., Ltd. The 
electrical work has been done by Messrs. Locke & 
Soares, and their fittings include a number of reflector 
lights designed to throw a good light on to drawings 
that may be hung on the walls. The quilting of the 
walls recommended by Mr. Bagenal has been carried 
out by the May Construction Company, and the 
contractors for the genieral building work were Messrs. 
John Greenwood, Ltd., whose foreman, Mr. A. J. 
Bond, deserves the thanks of all concerned for the way 
in which he has supervised the work. The roof lights 
and lanterns, which are very large, were made by the 
British Challenge Glazing Company. ‘The details of 
the reinforced concrete girders for the roof and else- 
where were made by Dr. Oscar Faber, and his drawings 
are being hung up in the meeting room in case any 
members are interested in seeing them. The Hon. 
Secretary has acted as architect. 


Correspondence 


EVERYDAY ARCHITECTURE 
To the Editor, Joursat R.LB.A. 

Drax Sir,—Mr. Hiorns, in his able and generous 
review of my book, Everyday Architecture, in your 
issue of 8th March, quotes my statement that architec- 
ture is “not merély construction clothed in an Art 
form but rather an Art form interpreted in a construc- 
tive and practical way"; he suggests that this defini- 
sion will probably invoke criticism, and “ is certainly 
‘open to disagreement.” May I admit my failure to 
make myself clear by explaining what I meant ? To my 
mind the only way that one can account for the intui- 
tive understanding of any of the Arts (and for other 
forces that do not here concern us) is by assuming that 
they interpret in terms appropriate to this shifty and 
transitory world impressions that belong to a real 
and permanent world. The Artsare among the forces 
that act as mirrors to reflect feebly different aspects of 
the Great World, and reveal them to us of the Little 
World, Now if one holds this view, it is obviously 
snore correct to say that Art is the real translated into 
the temporal than to say that it is the temporal clothed 
in terms of the real. 1 am aware that this is open to 
disagreement, but I hope that it explains fiat 
to disagree about.—Yours faithfully, 

Maxxixe Roseersox. 
NATIONAL HOUSING POLICY 
To the Editor, Jourxat RJ.B.A.— 

‘Stn.—On turning to page 257 of the Joumsat. received 
last week, I saw with great interest that the R.LB.A. had 
published its National Housing Policy. Surely this would 
be a most timely help to the new Government in really 
getting something done in the housing of the working 
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I have read and re-read this Memorandum several 


times, but so far, to my great r have been 
unable to discover any housing init. 1 
‘am impatient, and this is only a first instalment of a series 
‘of memoranda on this subject. 


of last cent in suing an 

Sealinin este ordi ptiee 

Paragraph (2) quite nightly lags down a standard of 
jon, and observes that there has been un- 


tion 
el tou eae 


, would 
eee eke The 


Sethe diay ser baie 
cannot afford it. By the aid of this light on a dark subject, 
“ financial assistance ” is recommended. 
Paragraph (4). ‘The Memorandum quite rightly recom- 
‘mends the use of well-tried materials only; but what 


precisely is meant by “* In their (R.1.B.A.’s) opinion, the 
difficulty in securing an abundant supply of such materials 
is largely associated with fluctuations 
difficult to make head and tail of this. 


in demand.” Tt ix 





een trent ‘doing this. 
See 
= wr 
‘building " trouble of | 
‘Paragraph (7). THE RAB A, thinks that housing 
Government job has come to stay. Apparently it hopes 
frre Ee oe 
ent ee cena 
Housing Policy should show very clearly some theory or 
‘plan of action. From this point of view the R.IB.A, 
an fs fh Pa of ey th LBA, 
enquines by committees ; as for getting a move on with 
housing the poor, it does not appear to be of any great 
value. ‘Perhaps some more practical suggestions are being 








‘Tethe Bator, Josue RAB A 

—I am quite sure that the Hi 

regret that its Memorandum on Hosie stoped te 

Council bes not given more satisfaction to Me, Walford, 

and will welcome any “ practical suggestions ” he caret 
Haxey Bares [F.]. 
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ACADEMIC DRESS 


Academic Dress for Members and Licentiates 


SPECIAL AND BUSINESS GENERAL MEETING, MONDAY, 3 MARCH 1924, THE PRESIDENT, 
MR, J. ALFRED GOTCH, IN THE CHAIR. 


‘pe PRESIDENT a hat he fling na of mosin 
had been received from Mr. C. Emest Elcock, Fellow : 
Re ie pt Ge itl Arson Brew 
Se eee 
Se ee Oe 
BE ye 
ee coreesion at this, the cae had desired Pres 
e Spey 
SS mane tatan cee de ices 
ee a Sear es 
Ba ee 
Sites Se aes 
32 Bes ashore as 
Sin P EEOC a themoresherealuen rh 








considerable difidence, as he felt very deeply the responsibility 
‘of moving a resolution rescinding any definite ‘which 
‘the Institut ie same 





had been at a meetin 
time, he fle tha things should be done in» coniitutional way, 
snd that if any private member had anything which he wanted 
tw bring forward it should be done in-a constitutional manne. 
Unfortunately, however, the proposal they had to consider had 
been treated far from constitutionally, but had been considered 
Tather too much as.a great joke. But it had now got beyond a 
joke, and he that, as far as possible, the matter 
should be seriously. "He was glad that the Council, 
through the President, had prefaced the discussion by stating 
that the Counell had nothing to do with the suggestion that 
‘uch a motion should be brought forward. He could say that 
the had not consulted any of the Council with regard to i, and 
the Resolution was brought forward entirely as a_private 
member's motion, He had not, indeed, arranged with anyone 
resent to second the resolution, He thought the meeting 
‘would agree with him that everything had been done in a 
perfectly straight and open manner. “He moved, therefore : 
" That the Resolution on the aubject of Academic Dress passed 
4 the general meetings on the 30 April 1923 and om the 7 
January 1924 be rescinded, and that no further: be taken 
in the matter of the proposed Academic Dress.” In doing 
this he referred f0 the JOUENAL, in Which the meeting of the 
3° April was reported,* and recapitulated the powerful argu- 
iments which were then forward, and spoke of the 
‘sccsionally bilurous treatment of the subject by the various 


speakers and by the meeting lly. Mr. Riley had re- 
ferred to a report in the Church Times in connection, with the 
Service at Se. Paul's 


"No. tro 
congregations in St. 
fccasions arealike. “On the contrary, there were distinguished 
men in plenty, but their distinction was not advertised by 
ceremonial drets.”. It was therefore interesting to note that 
4 paper like the Church Times should consider that without 
‘eremonial or academic dress these men, in some Way, &D= 
Peared distinguished. Mr. Riley had aubrnitted that this was 
ota subject for levity. Bue he suid if at any time you were 
ting tan seademical function ou, would have some srt of 
appropriate and distinctive dress. He (the 9 “been 
Ie run the omy as fas cule ante ot 
the very ordinary attire they generally assumed a 
acchitects, they still had 8 certain appropriateness in their 
teas and it scene to hin ver) outahe eed. Nie, Chub 
hud referred to a pubic reception a the University of London 
4t which he was present, and be said, “I, for one, felt that 1 
was nobody at ally alehotgh I had the ride of belonging to this 





























See JouwaL, Vol. 30, pp- 426-438. 


Institute.” That was all because he had not got an Academic 
dress. He also said “The public were beginning to learn 
‘what an architect was and were beginning to find out, for the 
rst time, what the Royal Institute was.” How were th 

finding it out if there were no Academic dress to distinguia 

the members of this Institute ? “The public must be finding it 
‘out because of the fine work and the good service which was 
being rendered to the community by distinguished and un+ 
distinguished members of the Institute. It was, he thought, 
‘work that counted und not their garments. Mr. Cart de 
Lafontaine told them that in France architects did ot wear an 











arguments used ar the meeting by Mr, Scott-Moncrieff, Mr. 
Ewen, Mr. Maurice Webb, and Mr. Woodcock. ‘The result of 
that meeting was, he sad, that a Coramittee was appointed 0 go 
into the matter of details, and the general principle was carried. 
‘The Council referred it to a further meeting of the members, 
and proposed that the matter should be forthwith 
in spite of this ruling of the Council who, after all, were their 
inted and representative body, the matter was, so far, not 
ped, bur it was carried further and approved, by a very 
harrow majority indeed. What were the reasons one could 
state against the proposal for an Academic dress? He be- 
lieved that those who proposed an Academic dress were a3 
sincere and honest in their convictions as he and some others 
‘who opposed it were. His shect-anchor in moving the reso- 
lution was that there was not sufficient unanimity in the pro- 
fared by are mel ery, ad asa vs ees ey ead 
carried by ave rity, and before and since 
heard» greet many mane ‘nd down the country who were 
‘pposing iin every possible way, “ven at annual ers of 
allted bodies this hid been so, and in one case, at Neweastle-on- 
‘Tyne, the pice de résistance ofthe evening's entertainment was 
8 farce got up, sbowing members, from the President down, 
attired in symbolieal robes. which it was thought would be 
Suitable for the occasion. “The Institute was becoming known 
to the public; it was appreciated, both by thove in authority, in 
the House of Commons and elsewhere ns a body which repre- 
seated the ideas and the wishes of architects a «body in the 
country, Iran doing that FOU ignified manner 
{in which thelr tious Presidents had carried out the duties. 
I was doing it also because of the varied labours of the In- 
stitute, their Council and its Committees, and he thought it 
‘vas also gaining in public esteem through the excellent way 
in which the Institute was managed by their Secretary and his 
‘colleagues. ‘The profession war also becoming known and 
ced by the labours, sometimes unknown, on the part of 
well-known’ members of the Institute, who possibly do not 
went ty distinguishing wpe separating then from the man 
in the street, but by their work show, in a very practical way, 
that they indeed are architects. If they santed 0 be under: 
stood by the public as architects “wanted to dignity 
hemueltes, dey should ‘be abeovianed with ine bullies 
Which spoke for themselves, not with some ‘medieval 
Guanes ‘They had been too long feared nthe Bonde of 
medieval and antique architectural detail = he thought it 
‘would be detrimental to the interests of the Institute it they 
allowed themselves to be shackled still further by media 
y association with some medieval form of costume. Me. 
lcock then moved the Resolution. 
Mr. SEPTIMUS WARWICK [F'] seconded the Resolution. 
Mr. W. E, RILEY [F'] suid that he had hoped that the last 
time he had spoken on the question would be the last time that 
he‘ahould have anything to say in public on the subject of 
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Academical dress. He congratulated Mr. Eleock on the 
temperate way in which he had revived what he conceived tobe 
1 very disagreeable subject, but he was shocked st his not 
having been present before, as it would have saved much 
trouble, “He would have heard all the special arguments, and 
his own would have had due weight at either meeting when the 
matter was dealt with, Tt was more than a year since he bad 
‘ised the question in the Council. Ie was, he thought, raised 
in the Council in December r922 and on that gocasion the 
Council approved the resolution, - Subsequently it was taken 
‘when he was not at the Council, very much to his annoyance. 
He fett personally hurt that the matter should be taken when 
hhe was not present, "He naturally concluded that the proper 
course to take would be to ask the President to allow him to 
revive the question, |The President said he was opposed 10 it 
Eis eraliaton lanes aisittenement Sota cared 
Hever intended to do anything else, oF to treat the subject with 
Tevity and ear oF with lack of consideration for the 
Inatitute, “Mr, Eleoek, when he was reading. these extracts 
with regard 10, the ‘Wren Celebration, missed. an essential 
sentence : he said the Church Timer did in no way recommend 
the Institute to have an Academical dress. The ewential 
sentence was this" If only they could have mado their pro- 
ession in the wake of the City Clergy in the bravery of such 
‘Academic dress ss the medical men Wear in the Cathedeal on 
St. Luke's Day, the seene would have been the richer.’ 
He sibmitted thit that was a spontaneous recommendation to 
the Tnstitute to adopt Academic drevs; he had nothing to do 
with it inspiration. He didnot want to. weary them 
Feiteration of what hid taken place ; those of thern who 
the Jounxat. would remember the matter had been several 
times before the Institute, and on each occasion it had been 
‘atried: Between the fint and the second time, the Board of 
Education gave another spontaneous and, be ‘thought, un 
‘answerable, argument that something of the kind should be 
adopted, He wanted to say to members of the Institute that 
those who would wear Academical dress would not earsy it on 
their arm and wear it all day ; they would wear it when other 
people wore Academical dress. He contended that the moment 
they established an examination they male Academical dresa 
‘equi in nomena eae way He yan ei fn 
‘asomewhat similar way. He was reading from 9 
paragraph in The Builder, of 30 November 1033 : " The Hoard. 
of Architectural Education desire to draw attention to. the 
following decision of Hiv Majesty's Board of Education with 
reference to technical teachers” qualifications :* 
His. Majesty's Board of Educa 
ip of the Royal Institute of Bei 
‘after passing the Examination of the Inst 
lent to Degrees of Universities in Great Britain und I 
He went to the Bourd of Education to ascertain what it meant, 
He said * Does it eary the right to wear the Acaderpical dress 
Which the equivalent rank ‘carries in schools 7". ‘They said 
No, it carries great many privileges in regard to pay, 
attendance, and s0 on.” At Liverpool they had a degree in 
Architectue, and any" Associate of this Institute having a De~ 
sree in Architecture wears Academical dress at once in Laver- 
‘ool, and he supposed he would wear it in London if he came 
fo ah Academical function there. ‘That was an important 
point for them to consider. Many of the Axsociates teach in 
technical schooln; they teach building design and other subjects 
in architecture, end they would naturally attend Academ 
they be ashamed of carey 


10.0 very hard-headed solicitor in regard to the rights of 
i he wax satisfied by the Secretary that the 
Council had given Mr. Elcock the right to da this. Tt seemed 
to him almost unprecedented = he did not think it should have 
been discussed again until a session had elapsed, He introduced. 
a detal only, that was the style of the dress. ‘The opposition 
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fo the question was entirely centred on the principle, and it 
in faitness to those who came here to discuss the question, 
‘been raised for another six months. But he was very 

fin dhe Kne some members the ented At 
‘ical dress made, and he thought it was time to warn them, 
‘muleted into unnecessary fand then not be able to 
‘wear the dress, He was told by solicitor of great importance 
‘Academical dress between the tine it waa proposed in principle 
and the time the dale were settled from wearing i. Bo 
‘absolute right to, wear academical dress. Hle would not ike 
to say that the Council would not carry out the f 

ie 

is, and after there was a clean decision he hoped the Council 
‘would advance no more difficulties. ‘The only objection he 
‘game mostly from those who already had the right to wear 
ical dress. ‘They had a high standard of examination, 


ught no, in fsimens to him and thote who supported him, 

ithad, because in the interim many people had approached. 
and he had consulted a solicitor. He did not want men to be 
in London that no one could prevent those who had got this 
there would be some members of the Institute who had an 

ral meetings, but they had had two general meetings on 
‘ad ear and was that i ws going to be ridiculous, ‘That 
‘which wis as high as the B.A. examination in any University in 





Great Britian, "The natural corollary to the Board of Educa 
tion action was that those who are teaching in technical schools, 
ftuny mite, should have some dea to show that they belonged 
tea inte espe wy of showing what cai 
jon a man bad passed tnd how he stood umong the rank an 

file of his Institute. He himself was entitled to wear n dress 
through his educational attainments in the Admiralty > per: 
sonally it was nothing to him, but he felt for those who were 
hot able to do that, There was a list of the very important 
Feople who could wear Academical drets, and fthey went to un 
‘Aeatlemical function they would be wearing Academical dress, 
fand the representatives of the Institute would not, "There were 
the Royal College of Art, the Royal College of Sienceand Techs 
olny, the Royal Calle of Surgeons the Roya Calle af 
‘Organiets the Tonic Sol College, (Laughter.) "That was pups 
ge pt erp leptin 
thing, but a man who could teach in the Tonic Sol-ta Colle 

‘wan Aman with Academical attainments like anybody eve,andit 
member of it were prevent he would be much surprised at the 
Saliiy which this reference bad given tise to. ‘Then there wa 
the College of Preceptors, and’ many” of the ‘Theological 

He didnot think the matter should have 

up again, . He thought Mr. Eleock should have been. 
here in the first instance and made then the very excellent 
peech he ad now sade against. Then the had caried 
his point there would have been no further trouble, He trusted 
they would not allow the matter to be turned down on the 
vety Might pretext which had been advanced that evening t 
the arguments which had been brought ugainst it were those 














‘which were brought forward in the first instance, “He hoped 
they woul consider eartlly the prox an cons ofthe mater 
fore they dsmiwed i. 





Mit. W WOODWARD [f°] gave one or two instances of 
why he thought Academie dress important. In the eave of 
Jue, Yor extmple: ‘Beeaune ofthe wig nad govt caren 
Bay's reat deal tore respect tthe gentcmnt the Dea 
{itn perhaps one would tn following murmine maces he 
in Chambers, without hit ‘wig and fowns When he ees 
Ieesber of Wermiretet 





‘Couneil 
only the Mayor and Aldermen, but also the common coun: 
cillors like himself. Te was u deep blue dress, very simple, 
very inexpensive ; but it had ity effect, He’ remembered 
attending « function st Westminster Abbey, when they walked 
from west. to east of the nave wearing this dres, and the 
effect was very diferent from that produced bythe representa~ 
tives of the Royal Institute when they walked up Se Paul's 
Cathedraton the occasion of the Bicentenary of Sir Christopher 





ACADEMIC DRESS: 
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ver proposed they should wen the dress, except 








fon special occasions. It was only when the dress had an 
flect on the general public that it_was to be wor. Mr. 
Riley had spoken of the Tonic-Solfs College, Could they say 
that for a solemn function at St. Paul’s the organist going 10 
his ofgan-loft was not more impressive in a dreas than he 
‘would be in ordinary attire? He trusted! that they would 
‘dont the proposal forthe Intute w have power to authorise 
MR. W. W. SCOTT-MONCRIEEF (FJ ssid that Mr. 
Elcock had dealt with his support of the Academic dress 
juestion s0, ttle unfortunate in selecting 


the first General 





hen this ais 
wl proposal mas 


sccepted by 8 ‘an abatract of an answer he 
Sal icrnaeg mice 
ial asked’ him about certain technical details of the’ dress, 








he replied that the dea was that they should choose = 
dee ta nny con and very ay w batons Me 
Ecol had lee out someting cine he Ra sud, He maid at 

"Academic dresn were granted toa Maner of Ars at Univers 
ies for Degrees obtained in what wis monly book knowledge, 
thse ere rey Mostra Ar, fea reve to Bey 
Sea peer ae tae eines twat 
tather a"sound argument. "The weight of opposition to the 
propoutt had ‘come from the Kind of mentally shar thought 
Eicecture could be rage by. ving for set 
Elcrationts Those were the_ people who were aaying thst 
‘Academe dees was nova thing for architect o wears The 
Bist wa pi fal yaar athe Apa 

ring. cp brought up apna sete rer and wae 
ed Sy a narrow omjorty ef twoor three had how been 
ought up, again, «third General. Meeting, and really 
whntone ir ont was on the question of pene ple, whether 
he yes ofthe Trace were sane, or whether they were 
Inwanes ‘There was another general misconception, ant that 
wrt that we were going fot an Academic dre om somebody 
Modi not wane fe All they were tying to do was fo get 
the Inwtivure to edit the prcipe that fr rete for ther 
tcamination they, ne much te any ‘University in the word, 
tree entitled to give am Academic dress for that examination: 
From the ant when Mes Riley. proposed this resoltion, he 
aad foked tet from a different pen of sew, and he had 




































see a oe ha aca Ta 
eee ete ferent ae tele 
the street in London that the world was ring, and changing 


very rapidly. A reaction from the age of materialism was 
Already in. progress. He sincerely believed that the present 
aaterilistiutate of affaire could not go on ; und he supported 
‘Academie dem, because it was in the nature of ceremonial, 

igen there was bound to be 


iam. 

MR. EDWARD P. WARREN (F7 said that he thought they 
‘might congratulate themselves on the atmosphere of good 
teonper which had characterised the discussion. He usked why 














‘who favoured Academic dress for a non-Academic 
ve 
should it 


Society like theits, professing the first, the most corny 
Of the fine arts, wanted it to be Academic? Why 
be akin t0 the various Colleges and new Unive 

‘country, and founded on the dress of ancient Universities 
which, through various mutations from the old mediaeval 





dese, was worn for the convenience of people who hud to live 
His eas epproprisseeas ie tie Royal toss having an 

sie no ene in situte having an 
‘Academic dress, "Mr; Woodward tld them that the membert 
Of the. Westminster’ Counell ‘wore Academie. dress,” He 
Should have thought it would have been a civic costume which 
tras a diferent thing. “There were beautiful contumes in the 
Encent. Corporations of ‘London—the City, Companies — 
‘hich derived their costumes from the old Craft Guilds which 
had merged into them and beeame the City Companies they 
Ienew to-day. "They were not academic costumes, To wear 
fn Academie dress merely because they entered the Insitute 
by examination didnot seem to him fo constieue the appro= 
pristeneas of weasing auch a dress, since they were a/non 
Keademie body. If they were to wear a dress at alt should 
be one for artists. He did not think that artists needed to 
Have a corporate costume of any sare, The artists in France 
did pot wear one? the lawyers did, and lawyers do in this 
country, "Decors wore''s dutincive. contume. But. 8 
dlseinctive costume Closely imitating that of the Univeriien 
‘or other teaching bodies xécmed inappropriate for aries, and 
tn the mere rounds of canon he Was Opposed 0 fr the 
nate, 

MR, PERCY E, "THOMAS (2) sd, while he agreed ht 
those who wished to wear Academic dress might be honest 
in'thelr opinions they were doing something which had’ got 
to be earred out by the whole Fnsete. If they tok post= 
ira yore of the whole Tnatitute, he agreed that they Could 
tecept bare majority, Duta mceing which was held ia tant 
Toorm was ino way fepresentaive ofthe Inatitute. ‘So far 
4s he was concerned, ncther a revolution of that meeting nor 
of the Counc would induce hy to wear an ‘Academic dese, 
He did pot think majority of ewoin « London esting about 
be binding upon body like the Institute: 

MR: A. J.C. EWEN (Fad some reference ta been 
made to his ‘rerarko at the frvt mecing when the question 
of Academic dress came Up, and if he wes correctly reported 
{nthe * Journal” there. wae wonve lack of clearness ta his 
expression,” When he aid he did not wish to wear u dress, it 
teant he had no particular personal ambition, because upto 
the present his work had nat been of @ natuve which cated 
for Gistnetion, “But there were mien” whote poston was 
ery different from his own. ‘They did not want to daca 
{uestions of mentality, or the ridiculous aide at all they 
Sfanted fo seeks bond of union in large Society where men 
‘who were united by the nature of their work could casly 
Tecognise each othet.. ft provided, a it'were, a uniform 
whith served ts bond of tinion, ‘Those whe fad worn the 
aki uniform know that the uniform was s bond. of union, 
When 1 publfe bullding wes opened by some disdngushed 
peran, and the opening ceremony was attended by the Mayor 
Tha ‘Corporation and vacious other persone of standing, 
were all suitably owned, ‘The ‘architect waa the’ teat 
Uistingushed person in the company, ut the profession 
‘vile that man tepresented was eotitied to bave bis status 
Tide cleat atpong the other profersions present. 

THE PRESIDENT then put the motion, 

45 voted in fnyour of Mr, Bleock's resolution. 
33 gaint, 
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Allied Societies 


LIVERPOOL ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETY. 
‘Tue Retavion oF Ancurrecrcus To Orues Axrs. 
Abstract of a Paper delivered by Professor L. B. Budden 
‘on 18 March, 


Professor Budden began by observing that architecture 
es resin card pease than it had 
done for a century. This he attributed to three causes— 
first, the fact that architectural education was at last being 
established on a professional basis, and so commanded 
Public respect ; secondly, that the work of many prac- 
‘ising architects in England had, during the last decade or 
30, shown increasing power and distinction, the improve- 
ment being largely due to American influences ; thirdly. 
that the publicity now given to architecture by means of 
exhibitions end critical articles in the Press Rad brought 
it into line with painting, music drama as a 
subject that should engage the interest of all educated 
people. : 

Architecture, however, though it was regaining its 
position se one ofthe fine ars, had been so long excluded 
from the rest of the company that it was no longer : 
to have much to do with them. Not only the public 





teulpnure were the outcome of more or leas parallel andl 
Comm lesbentasy Sioesoates base Areieasesne onl ae 
in a different direction, and pace = and the 
problem of adjusting its demands to those of painting and 
Sculpture had become both dificult and acute. 

Another problem that had also its own difficulties was 
the reconciliation of the tendencies in modern Furnitare 
Design and Applied Craftsmanship with the claims of 
contemporary Architecture. STR 

‘After discussing the relationship that had existed in the 
past between Architecture on the one hand and on the 
other the arts of Painting and Sculpture and the Crafts, 
Professor Budden proceeded to outline the causes of thett 
present divoree, and to consider. the consequences, In 
Architecture these had led to architects relying for their 
effects on purely architectural elements of design, whilst 
in Painting and Sculpture the independent work conceived 
‘without regard to any special setting had become. pre- 
dominant. "The advantages and disadvantages of this 
state of affairs were illustrated in various ways. So 
specialised had the arts become that even the best painters 
and sculptors were usually quite ignorant of the technique 
of Architectural Composition, Without at all under- 
standing its resources and aims, they were ever ready to 
plain what was wrong with modem Architecture, and 
‘would. ptronisingly suggest remedies for i salvation, 
[Architetta themselves were commonly in no better plight. 
Only too frequently even those who were highly trained 
esd posscased 





‘2 cultivated and fastidious judgment in 
their own art were complacently insensible to valuable 
aspects of modern Painting and Sculpture. Sometimes 
they exhibited frankly bad taste, and took a philistine 
pleasure in doing so: and in any case they were almost 
invariably antipathetic to the work of the younger genera- 
tion of other artists. 
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‘The loss to Architecture was deplorable. By being 
limited simply to its own resources, it was denied a whole 
singe of elec which ir could only achieve by the aid of 
Painting Ipture conceived in sympathy with it. 
At present these two latter arts in their most vital modern 
forms paid no attention to Architecture ar all, and were 
‘more often than not antagonistic to it. 

‘How to bridge the gulf that divided Architecture from 
the Arts and Crafts which once owed allegiance to it was 
the final question. Professor Budden elaborated. 
of constructive proposals, and indicated tendencies which 
seemed already to be working to that end. 


Obituary 


H. J. C. CORDEAUX [F]. 
With deep regret we record the death of Mr. H. J.C. 
Cordeaux [F-], of the firm of Cordeaux and Farrow, East 
London, Cape Colony. ‘The news will come as a shack to 
hhis many friends in East London and on the Border, where 
he was highly respected and esteemed. He went to Bast 
London in 1898, and to the day of his death took an active 
interest in the welfare of the town. Some years ago he 
associated himself intimately with the then Civic Associa- 
tion, a movement having for its object the advancement 
of the city commercially and as a pleasure resort. Much 
‘good work resulted, largely owing to Mr. Cordequx’s un 
tiring efforts. For some years he was a member of the 
City Council. Some years ago he entered into partnership 
with Mr. W. Farrow, and as Cordeaux and Farrow this 
firm of architects has been well known throughout South 
Africa. The late Mr, Cordeaux was 57 years of age. 


A. C. MORRIS EDWARDS. 

‘We regret ro announce the death of Mr. A. C. Morris 
Edwards, He was articled to Mr. Arnold Mitchell, and 
was afterwards assistant to Mr. W. D. Caroe. 

He practised successively at Beckenham and London, 
‘and has taken part in the development of the Cooden 
Beach Estate, near Bexhill. His work was chiefly domestic. 








MEMBERS AND LICENTIATES’ SUBSCRIP. 
TIONS TO THE RILBA. AND INCOME ‘TAX 

Many enquiries having been received with regard to 
relief from Income Tax in of members’ sub- 
scriptions to the R.LB.A., the Finance and House Come 
mittee of the Royal Institute have taken up the matter 
with the Board of Inland Revenue. 

‘The Board of Inland Revenue state that the determina 
tion of Income Tax liability in any particular case is a 
matter for the body of Income Tax Commissioners con 
cerned. ‘The Board will, however, offer no objection 10 





‘Tax purposes of any members who are assessable under 
Schedule D of the Income Tax Act, 1918. 

Tn the case of members assessed under Schedule E 
in respect of employments) the Board could acquiesce 
in a similar allowance in those cases only in which cone 
tinued membership of the R.LBA. is an indispensable 
condition of the tenure of the particular employment. 








NOTES FROM THE MINUTES OF THE 
COUNCIL MEETING. 
3 Manc, 1924. 
RBA. Dirtoma ry Tows PLaNNINo. 

On the recommendation of the Board of Architectural 
Education the Council approved the Regulations and 
Syllabus for the Examination for the Diploma in ‘Town 
Planning, and appointed the following members to act as 
Examiners : 

Professor Patrick Abercrombie, Professor S. D. Ads- 
head, Mr. E. G. Allen, Me. Reginald Bruce, Mr. Arthur 
Crow, Mr. W. R. Davidge, Mr. F. M. Elgood, Mr. W. 
Garby Hall, Mr. W. A. Harvey, Mr. H. V. Lanchester, 
Mr. T. Alwyn Lloyd, Mr, W. Harding Thompson, 
Professor Beresford Pite, Mr. Raymond Unwin. 

RBA, Putzes ano Stupmsrsinrs, 

(On the recommendation of the Board of Architectural 
Education the Council decided that candidates who have 
gatered for the Soane Medalion or the ‘Tite Prize shall 

‘permitted to submit their drawings in place of 
usual Problems in Design required for the Final Examine 
tion, and that candidates who have been awarded the 
Soane Medallion or the Tite Prize, or who have received 
a Certificate of Hon, Mention in either of these competi 
tions, shall receive exemption from the Design portion of 
the Final Examination. 

Te was also decided to fix the age Timits as follows -— 











RILB.A, Essay Prize... 45 years 
Measured Drawings Medal <1 1.35) as 
Pugin Studentship... -. 18-30, 
Owen Jones Studentship <).. 40, 
Pe ORE ths eee Wee 


Soane Medallion = <5 sss 35 


Anrnur Cates Prizt. 
‘The annual walue of the Prize was increased from £30 


10 £50. 
RALBA. Essay Prize. 

Candidates for this Prize will be required in furure to 
submit to the Secretary the subject on which they propose 
to write for the approval of the Jury. 

RLB.A, Isteneoiate Exasunation (Soxject A— 
Gexenat. History oF AncritTactune), 

Candidates who are relegated in Subject A (General 
History of Architecture) of the Intermediate may be 
required at the discretion of the Examiners to take either 
subjects -— 

C1. (a) Greek and Roman ; or 

1, (b) Byzantine and Romanesque ; oF 
Gx, (@) Prench and English Gothic ; or 

Cir. (d) Italian, French and English Renaissance 

instead of being resquired to sit for Subject A again. 
Burtowe Researc Boar, 

On the recomnmendation of the Science Standing 
Committee it was decided to request the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research to grant an interview 
forepresentatives of the RuLB.A. to enable them to lay 
before the Department their views on the subject of 
research into building materials. 

RemnstATEMENT, 
Mr. S. P. Brinson was reinstated as a Licentiate. 














Notices 


‘THE ELEVENTH GENERAL MEETING. 

‘The Eleventh General Mecting (Ordinary) of the 
‘Session 1923-1924 will be held on Monday, 31 March, 
1924, at 8 p.m., for the following purposes = 

“To read the Minutes of the General Meeting (Ordinary) 
held on 17 March 1924: formally to admit members 
attending for the first time since their election. 

‘To read the following paper, '* English Gothic Archi- 
tecture of the Nineteenth Century.” by Mr. H. S. Good- 
hart-Rendel. 

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON ARCHITEC- 
‘TURAL EDUCATION. 

‘The Congress will be held at the R.1.B.A. from 28 July 
to 1 August inclusive. A. detailed programme of the 
papers to be fead and the functions to be held in con 
nection with the Congress is being drawn up and will be 
circulated to members in due course. 


INTERNATIONAL BUILDING ‘TRADES* 




















EXHIBITION, 1924. 
‘The International Building ‘Trades’ Exhibition will 
be at Olympia on Friday, 11 April, at 12. noon by 
the Rt. Hon, John Wheatley, M.P., Minister of Health 
Mr. J. Alfred Gotch, F.S.A., President R.LBA., wi 








take the chair at the opening ceremony 

‘A complimentary ticket of admission will be enclosed 
in the next issue of the Jouwvat. and the presentation of 
this ticket at Olympia during the Exhibition will ensure 
the payment of 15, to the Architects’ Benevolent Society 
bby the organisers of the Exhibition. 

‘The Exhibition will be open daity between the hours of 
11am. and 9 p.m. and will close on 26 April. 

MR. EDMUND H. NEW’S DRAWINGS. 

‘The Exhibition of original pen and pencil drawings by 
‘Mr, Edmund H. New (Hon. Associate] of University and 
College buildings at Oxford, as well as other views, now 
being held in the RI.B.A: Gallery, will be continued 
until the agth inst. The Exhibition is open daily between 
10 a.m, and 6 p.m, (Saturdays 1 p.m). 

EXHIBITION OF THE CAIRO HOSPITAL COM- 
PETITION DRAWINGS. 

‘The drawings submitted by the following Competitors 
in the Qasr-el-Aini Hospital, Cairo, Competition will be 
exhibited in the R.L.B.A. Gallery from Monday, 7 April 
to Thursday, 17 April 

Messrs. H. Perey Adams and Charles Holden. 

‘Messrs. Henry V. Ashley and F. Winton Newman, 

Messrs. J. 'T. Cackett and R, Bums Dick, 

Mr. E. Vincent Harris. 

Messrs. H. V. Lanchester, T. Geoffry Lucas and 
T.A. Lodge. 

‘Messrs, William and ‘T. R. Milburn. 

‘Messrs. Charles Nicholas and J. E, Dixon-Spain 
(photographs only). é 

‘Messrs, William A. Pite, Son and Fairweather. 


Mr. J. Reginald Truclove. 
‘The exhibition will be open daily between the hours 
yy, 12th, und Thursday, 17th, 




















of 1oa.m.and 6 p.m, (Satu 
1pm). 
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Competitions 
Gravesexp Hovustc Comrerrrion. 

Members and Licentiates of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects must not take part in the above com- 
petition because the conditions are not in accordance 
Nith the published Regulations of the Royal Institute 
for Architectural Competitions. 

Tan MacAister, Secretary. 


BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION. 

An Eshibition of successful designs 
answer to the bi-monthly Problems in Design will be 
held at the R.LBA., 9, Conduit Street, W.1, from 
Saturday, 15 March, to Saturday, 22 March 1924, 
inclusive, between the hours of 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
(Saturdays, 10 a.m. to x pm... 


R.LB.A. ANNUAL DINNER, 1924. 


‘The Annual Dinner of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects will take place on Tuesday, 6 May. Full par- 
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Minutes X 


Sessi0% 1933-1 
‘At the Tenth General Meet 
3923-1924, held on Monday, 17 
|. Alfred Gotch, FS.A., President, and aff 
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English Gothic Architecture of the Nineteenth 


Century 
BY H. S. GOODHART-RENDEL. 


[Read before the Royal Institute of British Architects, on Monday, 31 March 1924.) 


HEN I chose the title for this lecture 1 

carefully avoided the words ‘ Gothic 

Those words make the ac- 

cepted name of the movement about which I am to 

speak. Whether they are misleading or not de- 

pends upon what the word “ revival ” is taken to 

mean. I therefore decided not to use them until 
Thad said what that. word means to me. 

As I understand the custom of the language, you 
may speak of " reviving " the perishing but not the 
perished—you can revive a lost sheep but you 
can't revive mutton. Yet people write of the 
Gothic Revivalists as if those doctors of a sick style 
had been resurrection-men disinterring a corpse. 
‘That the Gothic style in England has ever become a 
corpse I will not allow. 








L 


Gothic architecture, as everyone knows, was the 
only architecture in this country from the accepta 
tion of the pointed arch until the gradual per- 
nth century of the 
successful. style 
eventually ousted Gothic from its place and power. 
‘The Church of England held to the old way of 
building for a century or so, compelling even Sir” 
Christopher Wren to its occasional practice. The 
Universities were also obstinate, and it was not 
until the second quarter of the eighteenth century 
that new Gothic buildings for ecclesiastical or 
educational purposes became unusual. 

Very soon after this, conscious revival began, 
sometimes as serious as in the elaborate octagonal 
church built in 1756 at Hartwell, in Buckingham- 
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shire, but generally as frivolous as with Horace 
Walpole in his beloved "* Strawberry.” In little 
things Gothic became a fashion among the beau 
‘monde, and the style was deliberately convention- 
alised into a le alternative to Chinese or 
Rococo for the customers of Chippendale. 

Gothic hermitages in shrubberies, Gothic par- 
lours with traceried wall-papers, Gothic cold baths 
in noblemen’s parks may not seem very robust 
descendants of the ancient lines of Canterbury and 
of Westminster. It is impossible, however, to find 
any point at which the succession broke. In itself, 
it must be admitted, this survival of Gothic forms 
is of little importance. It contributes, however, 
toward something quite important when considered 
together with the survival of the constructional 
nature of Gothic which can be observed in the 
humble building tradition of England during the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. 

Were I to claim that the barns and bridges of 
rural England have never until within the last 
century ceased to be Gothic, I should certainly 
strain the sense of that epithet more than it could 
be expected to bear. Probably an ancient Roman 
settler in Britain, given similar conditions, would 
have built barns and bridges very like those which 
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries have left 
tous. Nevertheless our barns and bridges are the 
work of men who knew nothing of ancient Roman 
settlers : Englishmen found out how to build 
them in the middle ages and never forgot the way. 
‘The tradition which shaped them was a tradition 
of Gothic origin ; it owed nothing to the Renais- 
sance, save, perhaps, an arbitrary rejection of the 
pointed arch. 

‘The architectural destiny of the nineteenth 
century in England was the fusion of these ten- 
dencies, the tendency of lettered folk consciously to 
hark back to Gothic forms and the tendency of 
unlettered folk unconsciously to build in a Gothic 
way. In the eighteenth they were still 
complete, separate. ‘The gentleman gothicised his 
laundry by adding to it lath-and-plaster buttresses ; 
his estate workmen added brick buttresses to the 
park wall in order to keep it up. But the gentle- 
man had still to learn that buttresses could be 
constructional, and the workmen that they could 
be ornamental, before the great style of ornamental 
construction could be fully revived. This mutual 
understanding could not be brought about in a 
day. Long before its necessity was clearly seen 
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the impoverished Gothic taste had come into 
money and had covered England with its indis- 
cretions. It is with the record of these indis- 
cretions that my story begins. 

In the year 1800 James Wyatt, the leading archi- 
tect of the day, had already been at work for four 
years upon William Beckford’s palace, Fonthill 
‘Abbey, in Wiltshire. Of this building, which cost 
more than a quarter of a million pounds,and upon 
which at one time four hundred and sixty men were 
at work in day and night shifts, not a stone now 
remains. A dishonest clerk of the works con- 
nived at the omission of the principal foundation 
of the central tower, which was two hundred and 
seyenty-cight feet high, and which, within about 
thirty years from its erection, fll and ruined the 
whole structure. All vestiges of it have since been 


This prodigious house was the most magnificent 
and the most famous of a large family of similar 
buildings which the Gothic taste brought into being 
at the beginning of the last century. Europe had 
turned from Reason to. Romance, and men of true 
sensibility sickened at the sight of porticos. Even 
in France, where the architectural elements. of 
Roman antiquity had become embodied in a living 
and fertile style, the call of the Middle Ages broke 
up for a while the academic camps. In England, 
where Vitruvius had never become more than a 
sort of eanonised policeman, the pointed arch ap- 
peared the gate to liberty. The abbeys, the 
colleges, the priories, the cloisters—all,those ruined 
relics which the Romantics so passionately admired 
should henceforth serve not only as subjects for 
sketches in water-colour but as models for the 
mansions of the noble and of the rich. Mr. Wyatt, 
who bad beautified so many ancient cathedrals 
and colleges, could no doubt reproduce their more 
elegant portions with ease and accuracy. 

Me. Wyatt did o, with too great eit, but wath 
an accuracy to which justice is not done nowadays. 
Ashridge and Belvoir Castle, to mention ree 
of his many large designs, are adorned with a 
surprising number of correct reproductions of 
Gothic remains. The material of which these 
reproductions are made is often ill chosen, and 
their workmanship mechanical. ‘They are’ alse 
combined without any regard for uniformity of 
period or historic style. They are combined, 
however, in a way that is often most harmonious 
and picturesque ; and it is arguable that Wyatt's 
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careless eclecticism was an advantage to him as 
a creative artist. His strength was very great in 
that most architectural of processes the composition 
‘of masses, in which he may be considered almost a 
second Vanbrugh. 

Almost contemporary with these works of James 
Wyatt were those of another romantic mansion- 
builder, John Nash—afterwards famous for his 
London improvements during the Regency. Nash 
was, like Wyatt, a great picture-maker ; but he was 
incorrigibly idle or ignorant in his choice of details. 
His design for Luscombe, near Dawlish, is finely 
balanced, and remarkable for its date, the year 
1800. Knepp Castle, at West Grinstead, in 
Sussex, and his own " castle” at East Cowes, 
were average examples of his skill. Nash carried 
the practice of jerrybuilding to such a degree that 
little of his work remains at the present day. His 
large additions to Corsham Court, in Wiltshire, had 
to be rebuilt within thirty years of their foundation. 

James Wyatt and John Nash had many imitators, 
among the earliest of whom William Wilkins, 
William Porden and William Atkinson were con- 
spicuous. Many old houses of post-Renaissance 
design were recased within Gothic exteriors, 
generally absurdly enough. Mulgrave Castle, in 
Yorkshire, for example, was so treated by Atkinson, 
and Hawarden Castle, in North Wales, by Thomas 
Cundy, the architect of Grosvenor House. Every- 
where the Englishman’s home became his castle. 

‘The judgment of the mid-Victorian period upon 
these architectural dreams of the preceding age 
was seyere and unmitigated, and that judgment 
has been thoughtlessly accepted by all subsequent 
critics. It was natural that Sir Gilbert Scott and 
his admirers should see no merit in the works of 
Wyatt, but it is curious that the critics of to-day 
should be at one with Sir Gilbert Scott. Wyatt 
and Nash succeeded admirably in what many 
Americans are trying to do at the present time; 
they exploited the emotional associations of Gothic 
forms without reference to their constructional 
significance. ‘Theirs was not a very high form of 
architecture ; it was indeed a form which verged 
upon scene-painting; but to condemn it utterly 
shows a Ruskinian lack of humour and an un- 
wholesomely small love of adventure. 

‘The high fever of costly house-building upon 
which the last century opens did not at first infect 
any other department of architecture. ‘The Church 
of England had purchased internal peace by 





abandoning all her activities and suspending as far 
as was possible her worship. The Church of Rome 
was too busy recovering from the effects of perse- 
cution to have much spare energy for building 
chapels. ‘The Nonconformist sects built a few 
meeting houses, but in the main they gathered 
their followers together in such rooms as they could 
find. ‘There was, if anything, a falling of 
normal supply of new buildings for public and 
educational purposes. The speculative building 
of small houses which was to change the face of 
England after Waterloo had not yet been dreamt of. 
‘Nor had the wildest dreamer ever foretold what was 
soon to come, an equal battle between the Gothic 
taste and the established " Grecian.” 

In the year 1818 Parliament voted a million 
pounds for the building of churches and chapels 
of the Establishment. ‘The lower orders in towns 
were becoming dangerously discontented, and it 
was plainly the duty of the national Church to 
preach them back into a more convenient state of 
mind. For the success of this operation the town 
poor must be got to church. In the parish church 
their presence would cause complaints and almost 
certainly result in loss of pew-rents, so other 
churches must be built for their accommodation. 
From causes which it would not be pertinent to 
trace here the emergency was generally met not 
by the construction of chapels-of-ease attached to 
existing churches but by the wholesale creation of 
new ‘ districts ” each provided with a church and 
a complete parochial apparatus. ‘The million 
pound subsidy was chiefly spent on such buildings 
3 these, though a part of it went toward the 
supply of parish churches proper. ‘The enlarge- 
ment, and repair of churches already standing was 
assisted at this time by a newly-formed body, the 
Incorporated Society for Promoting the Enlarge 
ment Building and Repairing of Churches and 
Chapels, a body which exists most usefully to this 
day. ‘The Incorporated Society from its beginning 
has insisted that a large proportion of seats in all 
churches receiving its grant should be free and 
‘unappropriated, thereby making itself useless in 
the eyes of those popular preachers whose practice 
it was to built a chapel speculatively and put the 
pews up to auction, 

‘The Parliamentary Commissioners and the 
Incorporated Society had not long been in existence 
before it became apparent that most of the churches 
built by them would pretend to the Pointed style, 
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Experiment soon proved that as a general rule 
Gothic came cheaper than Grecian. Whatever 
style was chosen went no deeper than the decora- 
tion, since public opinion allowed little variation 
in the general form which a church was expected to 
assume. This form was commonly that of a 
rectangle surrounded on three sides by galleries, 
with an altar-recess at one end and a steeple 
flanked by staircases at the other. Sometimes the 
rectangle was unbroken, sometimes it was divided 
into a nave and two aisles by an arcade with tall 
thin columns. ‘The only alternative to this form 
which was permitted was that of an octagon circus- 
like building surrounded by galleries facing inward 
toward the pulpit. London two speci 

mens of this type, St. Bartholomew, in the hospital 
of that name, designed by Thomas Hardwick in 
1823, and the really handsome church of St. 
Dunstan-in-the-West, designed by John Shaw in 
1831. ‘The walls of the most expensive churches 
were faced outside with polished ashlar in large 
blocks ; the second class of churches were faced with 
Roman cement imitating ashlar; and the lowest 
class with white bricks. In the earlier churches 
red brick was very seldom, and rubble stonework 
never, used. ‘The roofs were flat pitched and 
slated, and were ceiled internally, very often with 
imitation vaulting ; the columns were of plastered 
brick or of cast iron, and everything which was not 
jointed to look like stone was painted to look like 
oak, ‘The windows were commonly glazed with 
ground glass, frequently bordered by clear glass of 
bright colour. ‘The reading pew and the pulpit 
balanced each other on either side of the holy 
table, and the organ was placed among the school 
children in the west gallery. 

‘Among the architects who earned their living by 
the production of these structures few were more 
widely employed than Francis Goodwin, the de- 
signer of the old town hall at Manchester. St. 
Peter's, Ashton-under-Lyme, built in 1821 ; Holy 
‘Trinity, Birmingham, b 1823; St. James's, 
Oldham, built in 1825 ; and St. George 
built in'1826, are characteristic specimens of his 
design, At a somewhat later date than Goodwin's, 
Robert Ebbels was largely employed by the Com- 
missioners, John and Benjamin Green, of New- 
castle, Richard Carver, of Taunton, Edward 
Lapidge, Peter Atkinson and James Savage were 
each responsible for a number of these uncomely 
preaching-houses. Those designed by John Brown 
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of Norwich (such as St. Michae!’s, Stamford, built 
in 1836) and by Sir Charles Barry (such as St. 
Peter, Brighton, built in 1824-8) show considerable 
effort on the part of their designers toward better 
things, but almost the only churches of the period 
possessing what we nowadays can esteem as archi- 
tectural merit are those designed by that dis- 
tinguished student and theorist of medieval 
architectures, Thomas Rickman. 

Rickman was a Quaker, with a passion for 
Gothic churches. From the age of twenty-one to 
that of twenty-three he practised as a doctor, after 
which he spent five years in a corn factor’s business, 
becoming a broker's clerk in the year 1808, Im- 
mediately after this last change of occupation he 
began a systematic examination and record of 
every medieval building within his reach. In 
1812 he published some lectures on Gothic archi- 
tecture, which were republished five years later in 
the form of that handbook which has been, ever 
since, the accepted primer of English Gothic. In 
1815, while still a broker's clerk, he undertook 
commissions as an architect, but in 1818 he 
abandoned his clerkship and became an architect 
and nothing lee. Atcer twenty years of busy 
‘employment he fell sick in 1835, became a member 
of the Irvingite sect, and died in 1841. 

Perhaps Rickman's chief claim to our commemor- 
ation is his invention of those terms “ Early 
English,” Decorated,” and “ Perpendicular,” by 
which three phases of English Gothic continue to 
be commonly designated. His designs display a 
large quantity of correct medieval detail applied to 
buildings in which no attempt is made to recapture 
mediaeval forms or methods of construction. ‘They 
are superior to those of James Wyatt in consistency 
and harmony of their ornamentation ; they are 
inferior in sense of the picturesque and of archi- 
tectural composition. They are, in short, the 
creations of an archeological rather than of an 
inventive mind. St. Andrew, Ombersley, Wor- 
cestershire, is a characteristic Rickman church of the 
smaller kind. Owing to its having been so little 
changed since it was built I willshow on the screen a 
view of its interior to illustrate to you the best that 
can be hoped for in a “Commissioners? Church " of 
Gothic style. 1 will spare you the exhibition of 
an average or unfavourable example, since anyone 
who chooses to i Donaldson's. old parish 
church at Brompton or Taylor's church at Walham. 
Green can set the type normally developed. Sir 
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Charles Barry built some such, George Basevi built 
some, Decimus Burton built some—mostly neither 
better nor worse one than the other. It is worth 
noting that at the beginning of the Commissioners’ 
activity the “ Gothic” style used was invariably 
that which had lingered on in England since the 
latest Tudor days. This style was no doubt 
tinged with eclecticism, as indeed it had been as 
carly as the early sixteenth century ; but, although 
forms discarded in the late Middle Ages might 








English” churches, mostly pastiches of fragments 
from Salisbury Cathedral, St. Michael's, at Bath, 
designed by G.P. Manners in 1835, is a good speci- 
men of this style which John Brown and Decimus 
Burton, whom I have already mentioned, together 
with Benjamin Ferrey, of whom I shall speak later, 
made peculiarly their own, But the only interest 

ich these buildings can have for us now is 
historical ; churches such as these satisfied their 
builders well enough, yet were regarded with the 
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occasionally reappear as they had reappeared in the 
Gothic of Wren and his successors, it was not until 
the second quarter of the century that architects 
became conscious revivalists and took their pick of 
Rickman’s periods. Before that time the Walpoles 
and Wyatts might take their Gothic d la carte, but 
the ordinary architect had been guided by ‘an 
enfeebled but still existing tradition. In 1828, 
however, the Quarterly Review published an article 
upon a newly-built church at Theale, in Berkshire, 
which Mr. Edward Garbett had designed in the 
pure style of the thirteenth century. Shortly 
afterwards there arose a fine crop of “Early 
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bitterest discontent by the succeeding generation. 
Before tracing the causes and eventual effects of 
this discontent, let us look back for a moment at 
the secular Gothic of Wyatt, Nash and Vi 
and see what became of it’ after its climax of 
popularity. 

In the year 1825 John Chessel Buckler designed 
Costessey Hall, in Norfolk, in a Gothic style which, 
unlike Wyatt's, comprised no features of ecclesi 
astical architecture, and, unlike Nash's, made no 
pretence of castellation. He designed it, in short, 
in the Tudor manorial style, and he built its walls 
of red brick. A few years later Antony Salvin 
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established his reputation as a designer of similar 
houses—houses which offered not the. spires, 
barbicans and traceried windows of the Roman- 
ticists, but the domestic charms of the old English 
mansion. The new fashion became instantly 
successful : everywhere the castle gave way to the 
manor-house. So completely changed was the 
direction of taste that often the manor-house be- 
came positively Elizabethan, with the debased 
German ornaments of that period carefully imi- 
tated. Such coquetry with the Renaissance falls 
outside the scope of this lecture, and Ishall therefore 
give no particular examples of it. ‘The mention of 
it,however, is necessary,since this backsliding from 
the Gothic faith was one of the sins which especially 
roused the wrath of the great reformer, whase work 
and influence I must now consider, Augustus 
Welby Northmore Pugin. 

At the age of fifteen Pugin designed the furniture 
for the new rooms at Windsor Castle ; at the age of 
twenty he buried his first wife ; at twenty-two he 
changed his religion ; at twenty-four he published 
what is probably the most amusing architectural 
book which has ever been written ; at thirty-two 
(when again he became a widower), he was the 





best known church architect in Europe ; at thirty- 
seven he married a third time; at thirty-nine he 
went mad, and at forty he di ‘The life and 





works of this astonishing man make one of the 
greatest prodigies of history. His marvellous power 
of draughtsmanship, his love of the stage, his skill 
in religious polemic, his passion for the sea, his 
humour as a writer, all emerge even between the 
lines of surely the worst-written biography in the 
language, the Memorials of him compiled by his 
stupid friend, Benjamin Ferrey. 

Pugin has indeed been ill served after his death 
by those who most wished to do him honour. His 
wit and charm buried beneath Ferrey’s Memorials; 
his reputation for candour and courage was de- 
preciated by his son’s misguided attempts to 
represent him as the secret author of Barry’s desi 
for the Houses of Parliament. The beautiful 
details and furniture of this palace are known to be 
Pugin's work ; Barry never denied it. The general 
design, also beautiful to us, must have seemed 
anything but beautiful to Pugin, every one of whose 
most cherished principles it violates. “The forced 
regularity of its fagades, the suppression of the two 
Chambers in the external design, the artificiality of 
its plan, that plan which demanded and procured 





the destruction of St. Stephen’s Chapel, its number- 
less sham windows and needless. buttresses—all 
these things must have been abhorrent to the great 
prophet of architectural truth, whose mission it was 
to be its decorator. ‘That’ Pugin should have 
designed such a building is surely, on internal 
evidence alone, inconceivable. 

‘Toward the end of his life Pugin regretfully said 
that his years had been spent in dreaming of noble 
things and making mean ones. ‘That such churches 
as St. Giles's at Cheadle or St. Augustine's at 
‘Ramsgate are mean things posterity will not allow. 
But the combination of slight structure and 
elaborate ornament in his cheaper buildings 
justifies the criticism that he would starve his roof- 
tree to gild his altar. Ivis not, however, the things 
he made, but the fine things hie dreamt of which 
give him his imperishable fame. For he dreamt 
of architecture as a living and progressive art, as 
an expression of the very soul of the craftsman, as 
a source of joy alike to the proud and to the 
humble. And this was a way in which Mr. Nash 
and Mr. Wilkins had never regarded their pro- 
fession. 

One of Pugin’s most famous books has for its 
title the True Principles of Gothic Architecture, 
another An Apology for the Revival of Christian 
Architecture in England.” To Pugin “ Gothic ” 
and “Christian” when applied to architecture 
were synonymous. Reaction from the horrors of 
industrialism and the infidelity of his time led him, 
as it led many generous young men among his 
contemporaries, to identify the moral and social 
conditions of the Middle Ages with all that is 
desirable in the State, D'Israeli’s novel Sybil 
shows this temper very clearly. ‘The epoch which 
to Mrs. Radcliffe and the early romance-writers had 
been a deliciously Dark Age of melodrama was 
seen by Pugin as an age of contentment and of 
freedom, 

Pugin’s True Principles, disentangled from his 
untrue prejudices, have been since accepted even 
by the descendants of the neo-Classical school 
which he so strongly condemned. ‘The foundation 
of them all was his message to a self-tortured 
architecture that it is not necessary to suffer to be 
beautiful. Plan your house to suit your habits, he 
said in effect, and let your plan shape your ele- 
vations. If your building is a useful healthy 
organism it will have a comely form by nature. 

‘This is all very well, but it needs more broad- 
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mindedness than Pugin possessed to accept as 
comely the natural form of every architectural 
organism. Far stronger than any Principle in 
Pugin’s mind was the prejudice that nothing could 
be comely save what was medieval. He therefore 
unconsciously worked his backwards. 
He premised that all good buildings have medizval 
clevations, But every elevation must be the 
inevitable outcome of the plan of the building to 
which it belongs. Now it may be presumed that a 
medizval elevation can be the inevitable outcome 
only of a medieval plan. Therefore, all good 

buildings have mediaeval plans. Again, the plan 
of every good building is the inevitable outcome of 
the habits of the man it is made to suit. And it 
has been seen that the plan of every good building is 
a medizval plan. Now it may be presumed that a 
medieval plan can be the inevitable outcome only 
of medieval habits. ‘Therefore, all good plans 
are the inevitable outcome of medieval habits. 
‘Therefore again, if a man is to have a good building 
he must have mediseval habits. 

Pugin cultivated such habits during his first 
widowerhood and built St. Marie’s Grange at 
Salisbury to suit them. ‘The second Mrs. Pugin 
disliked the place very much and caused it to be 
quickly sold for a quarter of its cost. 

If Pugin had few practical sympathisers in his 
preference for medizvalism in domestic life, in 
ecclesiastical affairs his medisvalism was shared 
by men of the highest influence and intelligence. 
In his own church its anti-popular and esoteric 
tendency was perceived and discouraged, but in 
the Establishment it was welcomed as a powerful 
ally of the awakening forces of religion. This is 
not the place in which to attempt a description of 
the Tractarian movement, its courage, its fervour 
and its success. Almost every church which has 
been built in this country during the last seventy- 
five years owes its form and arrangement to the 
labours of the early TTractarians. ‘The medievalism 
of deep chancels, of heavy screens, of divided and 
obstructed plans which was unwelcome to Pugin’s 
co-religionists was invaluable to a body of reformers 
desirous of teaching by the eye the continuity and 
essential catholicism of the national church. 
Protestants saw and trembled; Dean Close of 
Cheltenham preached on Guy 'Fawkes’ Day a 
passionate sermon entitled “ The Restoration of 
Churches is the Restoration of Popery.” Con- 
servative-minded bishops refused to consecrate 
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churches until the altar was deprived of its cross 
and the clergy of their stoles. ‘The great surplice 
question agitated every clerical breast. Punch 
was quite wickedly facetious at the expense of Dr. 
Pusey. Meanwhile, the new Gothic churches 
springing up all over England became darker and 
more mysteriously decorated and fuller of odd- 
looking furniture every year. 

Pugin's friend and exact contemporary, Richard 
Cranwell Carpenter, was the architectural hope of 
the Tractarians. Of the few churches which he lived 
to build St. Paul’s, Brighton (1846), and St. Mary 
Magdalene’s, St. Pancras, are the best known. 
Carpenter was a true artist, without the fire or the 
precocity of Pugin, but perhaps with more dis- 
cretion in design. "The colleges at Lancing and 
Hurstpierpoint are in the main his work, and are 
very good examples of secular Gothic design. 

In 1842-5 Derick acted as Dr. Pusey’s architect in 
the building of St. Saviour’s Church at Leeds. This 
building is markedly in Pugin's style, and other 
works of its designer show the same influence. 
‘The Tractarians, however, appear not to have been 
satisfied for long with Derick’s abilities, and as the 
movement he dropped out. An allu- 
sion in the Ecclesiologist after his death to poor 
Derick” sets one guessing what was his end. 
James Harrison, the architect of St. John Baptist, 
Purbrock (1843) and St. Michael’s, Bussage (1846), 
was another protégé of the 'T 





‘ractarians about whom, 
it is exceedingly difficult now to learn any facts. 
Hayward of Exeter was also greatly approved by 
them for his churches of St. Andrew, Exwick, 
built in 1842, and of St. John, Jedburgh, Scotland, 
built shortly after. (1844) 

‘The Cambridge Camden (afterwards the Ec- 
clesiological) Society controlled the architectural 
taste of the Tractarians ; and propounded about 
1845 a dogma which Pugin could scarcely have 
supported. ‘This dogma was the exclusive claim 
among the Gothic styles of the Middle Pointed 
for modern adoption. In Early Victorian thought 
everything animal, vegetable, mineral or abstract 
vwas subject to the law of successive rise, culmina- 
tion and fall. In the First Pointed, or, in Rickman’s 
nomenclature, the " Early English” style, Gothic 
rose ; in the Middle Pointed, or “ Decorated,” it 
culminated ; in the Third ‘Pointed, or ‘ Per- 
pendicular,” it fell so lamentably that it was 
probably the duty of a restoring architect to rebuild 
work of this period, wherever possible, ina purer 
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and earlier taste: In the light of this dogma, 
Pugin was certainly a heretic, having built a 
“Norman ” church at Reading, “ Early English ” 
churches at Dudley and Nottingham and many 
other places, and an unblushingly “ Perpendicular 

church at Macclesfield. Such lapses were toler- 
ated in so great a man by the orthodox, but were 
censured with great severity in the works of at 

less distinguished architect. ‘To this, as to almos 
all of the Tractarian dogmas, older architects, and 











John Foster, Junior, of Liverpool, are showy 
examples of the manner. Wyatt and Brandon's 
costly pseudo-Lombardic at Wilton, commonly 
nicknamed the “ Gasworks,” is a monument of 
another lost cause. Christ Church, Watney Street, 
St, George’s-in-the-East—designed by J. Shaw 
in 1841, and H, Clutton’s Church of St. Jude, Old 
Bethnal Green Road, builtin 1842, are Romanesque 
buildings of real merit. ‘That forgotten genius, 
James Wild, built, in 1841, Christ Church at 
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those outside the movement, assented with sur- 
prising docility.  Pseudo-Norman, which had been 
experimented with by Ferrey and others died 
almost at once, Ferrey’s special brand of Early 
English did not survive much longer, and Per- 
pendicular soon retained no partisan save Pro- 
fessor Freeman, the historian. Edward Blore led 
u revolt into foreign Romanesque, which proved to 
be cheap but unsatisfying. Specimens of it may 
be seen in the churches built under Bishop Blom- 
field’s scheme for evangelising Bethnal Green. 
St. Mark’s College Chapel at Chelsea, also by 
Blore, and St. Mary's Church at Cardiff (1842), by 
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Streatham, which ought to have been one of 
the epoch-making buildings of the centu 
Here was a really original modern church, antici- 
pating in an astonishing way much that was to be 
discovered later in the use of brickwork. Un- 
fortunately it made no epoch, and earned the pro- 
found dislike of the Puginists by its un-English 
character. Probably it was due as much to 
national as to. ecclesiastical sentiment that the 
Romanesque fashion was routed : whatever the 
cause, routed it was, leaving the Middle Pointed 
fanatics in complete possession of the field, 

‘The theory upon which these gentlemen founded 
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their dogma may be conveniently explained in the 
words of one who subscribed to but did not 
originate it, Sir Gilbert Scott. ‘It was argued,” 
he says in his Recollections, ‘that the natural 
course of architecture had been broken by the 
classic renaissance, since which event all had 
been confusion, until at length we were left without 
a distinctive style of our own ; but at this juncture, 
by a coincidence of feelings and circumstances, our 
old asendvaetate barker be, without premeditation, 
revived, and that it was the duty of those who 
guided that revival to see that its course should not 
be wildly eclectic, but that we should select, once 
and for all, the very best and most complete phase 
in the old style, and taking that as our agreed point 
de départ should make it so thoroughly our own 
that we should develop upon it as a nétural and 
legitimate nucleus, shaping it freely from time to 
time to suit our altered and ever-altering wants, 
requirements and facilities, just as if no rude change 
had ever taken place.” ‘This prodigious sentence 
(or rather part of a sentence, because I left bits of 
it out) probably explains with reasonable exactness 
the lifelong creed of that most distinguished of the 
‘Tractarian architects, William Butterfield, 

William Butterfield was two years younger than 
Pugin and Carpenter, and three years older than 
John Loughborough Pearson. Pugin died in 1852 
and Carpenter three years afterwards, Pearson 
lived on till 1897 and Butterfield till 1900. 1 
mention Pearson's name at this point in order to 
counteract the common impression that he be- 
longed to a later generation than Pugin, who in 
fact was only five years his senior. (It is also 
curious to reflect that Pearson was only seventeen 
years younger than Decimus Burton.) My present 
concern, however, is with Butterfield. 

‘To the student of religion there is nothing more 
interesting in the history of the nineteenth century 
than the uaconscious Paritanism of many of the 
early Tractarians. Every element of beauty which 
was regained for the national church was accom- 
panied by an element of mortification.“ You may 
not like Gregorian Tones,” explained a pious lady 
of the period, “* but you will have to sing them in 
Heaven!" ‘To guard against sensuousness they 
were always, as it were, mixing their incense with 
cayenne pepper. Beauty was only to be sought 
in so far as it symbolised Catholic truth, and even 
then must be kept carefully in check. ‘This 
temper is not hard to understand, considering the 
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circumstances in which the ‘Tractarian movement 
began. Butterfield was its natural exponent in 
architecture. His buildings never condescend to 
please, in fact they often seem intended to alarm, 
Strange and harsh outlines, violent contrasts of 
colour, crude and heavy dispositions of masses 
combine in his works with great vigour and nobility 
of form, and a constructional logic ever fine and 
unswerving. No artist can be unmoved by the 
great mass of St. Matthias’s Church at Stoke 
Newington or by the defiant rise of the steeple at 
Alll Saints, Margaret Street. ‘The proportion and 
composition of Keble College at Oxford are 80 
masterly that it matters relatively little that the 
whole building appears to be made of an ugly 
sort of linoleum. Butterfield’s style was, as I have 
already said, founded upon the adoption of English 
Middle Pointed as a point de départ. However, 
far he developed the theme, through the whole of 
his life he resisted the infusion in his style of any 
features imported from abroad or from any other 
age than that of the one perfect period. Since 
almost every other architect among his contem= 
poraries feli in with all fashions in turn, Butter- 
field’s constancy stands out in the fullest relief in 
the architectural history of his time. 

Amongst Anglican architects," says Sir Gilbert 
Scott, “Carpenter and Butterfield were the 
apostles of the high church. school— 
multitude." And an amazingly ener; 
too. "I fear,” he says elsewhere, * we (that is 
Sir Gilbert and his partner Moffat) were disliked 
by out fellow-professionals for our almost unheard- 
of activity and success. ‘This, however, was only 
the natural jealousy of competitors.” Of course 
it was. ‘The world being as it then was, a man 
could not even * write a kind of circular to every 
influential friend of his father’s he could think of 
+.» begging their patronage,” or “for weeks 
almost live on horseback canvassing newly formed 
unions" for the appointment of architect to work- 
houses, without incurring a certain amount of 
jealousy. Sir Gilbert’s triumph over his detractors 
and success in establishing himself as the leading 
architect of his day are so feclingly recounted by 
himself in his Recollections that I will not attempt 
to retell the story here. Twill, however, repeat 
from that work one incident of especial significance. 
"'T well remember the enthusiasm,” he says, "to 
which one of Pugin’s writings excited me, one night 
when travelling by railway .. . I was from that 
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moment 2 new man. I did not know Pugin, but 
his image in my imagination was like my i 
angel, and I often dreamed that I knew him. In 
later years I fully thought that my experience and 
that of some, perhaps many, others pointed to a 
special interposition of Providence for a special 
Purpose, and often have I expressed this in writing, 
as... in my inaugural address in 1873 as 
President of the Institute of British Architects.” 
‘Sir Gilbert was a year older than Pugin and had 
built eight churches before Providence found it 
necessary to interpose with this conversion. After 
this interesting event he flourished exceedingly and 
died in 1878, the restorer of seventeen ca : 
the Abbeys of Westminster and St. Albans and 
churches innumerable, In all of these he left 
much of his handiwork. He was also responsible 
for St. Mary’s Cathedral at Edinburgh and a very 
large number of new churches, andwas the architect 
of the Foreign Office, St. Pancras station and hotel, 
the Leeds Infirmary, Préston Town Hall, Glasgow 
University, Brighton College and a host of other 
buildings. ' Comparing himself with George Ed- 
mund Street in the use which each made of 
tural carving, he says that Street ‘* can lay 
claim to his more personally than I can to mine, 
as he gives drawings, while I do my work by 
influence.” Probably’ the same difference held 
between the two architects in larger matters than 
architectural carving. Sir Gilbert was always very 
busy. As he explains, the bad carving done for 
him, some of it detestable,” was “ mainly owing 
to the extent of my business, which has been always 
too much for my capacity of attending to it.” 
Viewed dispassionately, Scott appears to have 
been a man of most exceptional talents, though 
most of them lay in other directions than that of 
architecture, He was always full of ideas, even 
though few of them were his own. He must have 
Possessed some magical power of charming money 
‘out of his clients’ pockets, since almost all of his 
buildings look, and were, expensive ; almost all 
come within the Victorian category of the “* hand- 
some." All Souls’ Church at Haley Hill, which 
he regarded as one of his best churches, is some- 
thing more than “handsome,” it is well pro- 
portioned, rich and appropriate, and deserves the 
Position which it long held of Being the Victorian 
church-builder’s ideal. St. Stephen's, Lewisham, 
though simpler, is even better, and St. John's, 
‘Taunton, is another example of Scott at his best. 














Very few of the designs which issued from his 
office were ugly and none were mean. Occasion- 
ally, as in the approach and archway at St. Pancras, 
they have real grandeur. It was, in fact, really 
fortunate that in the Victorian era the inevitable 
monster practice, a thing which no artist could 
conduct, should have fallen into the hands of so 
enthusiastic and respectable a professional man as 
Sir Gilbert Scott, R.A. 

‘The year 1852 was not only that in which Pugin 
died, but also that in which appeared the second 
volume of Ruskin’s Stones of Venice. ‘The year 
1835 was not only that in which Carpenter died, 
but also that in which was held the momentous 
competition for the design of the cathedral at 
Lille. Ruskin’s influence was slow in permeating 
the architectural consciousness of the nation, and 
it will therefore be reasonable to make the’ year 
1855 the date of demarcation between the old order 
of Puginism and the new order both of Ruskinism 
and Gallicism learnt at Lille. ‘The careers of 
Butterfield and Scott have already taken me 
beyond this dividing line, but I must now retreat 
behind it for a moment and sum up the achieve- 
ments of the older school. 

The Puginist church, parsonage and school were 
produced in varying degrees of goodness by many 
‘other men besides the architects I have mentioned. 
Among these the most successful was Benjamin 
Ferrey, a convert from the neo-Gothicism of older 
days, His church and schools of St. Stephen, 
Westminster, were much admired in their day. 
John West Hugall, designer of the parish church 
of St. Marychurch, near Torquay ; Stevens and 
Alexander, the architects of St. John, Notting Hill, 
and the old churches of St. Mark, Surbiton, and 
St. Paul, Herne Hill, both of which have since 
been superseded ; James Knowles, junior, the 
architect of St. Saviour and St. Stephen, 
Clapham, and of St. Philip, Battersea; 
Edmund Sharpe, the architect of Knowsley 
Church, were all typical practitioners of the 
period. ' John Emmett produced remarkable works 
in the New College, in the Finchley Road, and at 
a later date in Holy ‘Trinity Church at Sydenham ; 
and Raphael and James Brandon gained much 
applause for the fine church in Gordon Square 
designed by them for the Irvingites. Among 
younger men James Piers St. Aubyn was already 
hard at work in the West Country. Messrs. Mal- 
linson and Healey in Yorkshire, ‘Thomas Wyatt in 
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Wiltshire and Dorset, and Messrs. Bonomi and 
Cory in Durham and the L , John 
Norton, Philip Charles Hardwick and T. Talbot 





Bury were also already active. 
Hadfield and Weightman, and 
‘most of the work left them by Pugin for the Roman 


» Messrs. 





than ecclesiastical, educational or domestic build- 
ings, and within these categories people had made 
up their minds what they wanted and saw that 
they got it, A few architects like Edward Buckton 
Lamb, Samuel Sanders Teulon,and George True- 
fitt were experimenting in novel developments of 








Couren av Prvotanury, ew Maxcimsren, 
Bodley and Gamer, Architects, 


Catholic Church. Far more important than any 
of these, John Loughborough Pearson had be 
his church-building lifework at Weybridge in 1846, 
corge Edmund Biscovey in 1848, 
and George Frederick Bodley at Llangarren in 
1854. All these buildings were remarkably ap- 
proximate to an accepted type: there was no 
Question yet of adapting the Gothic style to other 
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the prescribed Middle Pointed style, but in the 
main it was felt that the time for trusting designers 
to innovate had not yet come. ‘The larger houses 

fears are almost without exception of the 
Fudor types varied by an engrafting of 
ither Middle Pointed or Elizabethan details. Most 
of those not designed by Salvin himself were de- 
signed by Edward Blore, by Philip Charles Hard- 
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wick, or by Thomas HenryWyatt and his partner 
David Brandon. 

‘This era’of adapted English Gothic was abruptly 
ended by the foreign onslaughts from Ruskin’s 
Venice and from Lille. ‘The first practical cham- 
pions of Ruskinism were Thomas Deane, who 
designed the New Museum at Oxford in 1854 
under the master’s supervision, and John Prichard, 
who, without any such assistance, clothed Eating- 
ton Hall in a new garment of much better foreign 
Gothic than Deane’s in the year 1858. Ruskin’s 
ethical esthetics might not make many complete 
converts, but his programme for European archi- 
tecture in the future was everywhere approved. 
Briefly, this programme was that everything must 
be Gothic, not only churches, schools and a few 
houses, but public and commercial buildings as 
well. Railway stations he excepted, because he 
never felt inclined to look at architecture when 
travelling by railway. Since in England there 
were few remains of secular Gothic design, Italy— 
and aboveall Venice—would supply us with models 
in her palaces and town halls of the Middle Ages. 
Moreover, the Italian Gothic was nobler and more 
adaptable than our own. 

‘The immediate result of this new gospel was 
that desperate Battle of the Styles in which the 
Classic practitioners, now thoroughly frightened, 
tried to overthrow the invaders of their peculiar 
province. Gothic as preached by Ruskin, a 
Gothic which allowed of the use ‘of modern 
materials, of walls without buttresses, of windows 
without mullions, was too dangerous a rival for 
the Barryesque Italian schoo! to tolerate. Alfred 
Waterhouse’s success in the competition for the 
Manchester Law Courts with an Italianised Gothic 
design was an early and notable victory for the 
Ruskinian cause, although the details of this 
building were probably not very much to Ru 
taste. E. W. Godwin’s striking Town Hall at 
Northampton came later, and, although a com- 
paratively small structure, was a great deal nearer 
what Ruskin appears to have been driving at. 

Ruskinian Venetian churches are rare ; the 
strongly expressed Protestantism of the master 
kept his followers in doubt as to whether or not 
his seven lamps might allowably flicker in the 
sanctuary. 

Street gave to Tractarians.a strong lead in the new 
direction in his Church of All Saints, Maidenhead 
(1854), and St. James the Less, Westminster (1860), 











and Bodley followed at St. 
(1860). 

Prichard and Pearson were caught in the move- 
ment, but only for the moment. It seems to have 
been generally held by the ecclesiastical architects 
of the time that if English models had served their 
day new inspiration must be sought not among the 
stones of Venice, but at the fountain-head of Gothic 
in northern France. 

‘The Lille Cathedral competition in 1855 was 
open to the world. ‘The first premiated design 
was by Messrs. Henry Clutton & William Burges, 
the second premiated design by George Edmund 
Street. Clutton and Burges’s design was not 
built, but it had a deep influence on the course of 
English Architecture, French Gothic architects 
of the first half of the nineteenth century held as 
firmly toa preference for the early Pointed style 
as English Gothic architects to that of the Middle 
Period. ‘The Lille designs, therefore, were re- 
quired to be ‘Early French," and the English 
competitors were forced to study this then un- 
familiar style. ‘Their studies soon convinced 
them, and through them most of the church archi- 
tects of England, that their former concentration 
upon “ English Decorated” had been a mistake. 
Ina very short time Pugin was forgotten ; the only 
serious faults to which architecture was felt to be 
liable were those of being not “ early” enough or 
not sufficiently French. 

Architects tendering their notions for Lille had 
to submit designs not only for the building itself 
but for its chief fittings and for a typical stained 
glass window. ‘This requirement provided Burges 
with an easy certainty of surpassing everyone clse 
in the competition. Burges was twenty-seven 
years old when he made this famous design, and 
had spent a good deal of time measuring and 
studying the early medieval buildings of France 
and Italy, Originally articled to Blore, his subse~ 
quent experience in the office of Sir Matthew 
Digby Wyatt had probably turned his particular 
attention to the minor arts of ornamental design, 
with which Sir Matthew was so much occupied. 
If he had never been architect of a single building 
his fame would still be great as a decorator and a 
designer of sculpture and of metal work. ‘The 
primitive French Gothic style obligatory upon him 
at Lille was also the style of his choice and that 
from which he never voluntarily departed. His 
first church, that at Fleet in Hampshire (1859), is a 
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charming building ofwhich the material,brick,brings 
some Italian character into the details. His other 
churches are those of Studley (1871) and Skelton 
(1871) in the West Riding of Murston (1874), in 
Kent, of Lowfield Heath (1867) in Surrey, of St. 
Faith, Stoke Newington, London (afterwards finish- 
ed by James Brooks), and St. Michael's, Brighton, 
which was executed after his death and incorporates 
the smaller church built upon the site by Bodley. 
Cork Cathedral in Ireland is his largest ecclesias- 








Cathedral nor that for the cathedral at Brisbane was 
executed, to the world’s great loss. Burges as an 
artist was a second Pugin, less skilful as a draughts- 
man, but with all Pugin’s burning enthusiasm for 
the beauty of a past age. ‘The quantity of his work 
is not great, but its quality is invariably fine, never 
finer than in such small things as the carved Litany 
desk and the lovely little wall tomb which he co 
tributed to that museum of Nineteenth Century 
Gothic the church of St. Andrew, Well Street. 











Ixrauon or Wot. Bunous's House, Metuuny Roan, 


tical work, and among his cleverest are the remark- 
able internal “recastings” of St. Thomas's Church, 
Stamford Hill, and Worcester College Chapel, Ox- 
ford. Castell Coch, a medieval castle in a Welsh 
wood, was reconstructed by him in 1872 in a fairy- 
tale spirit which makes it among the most poetical 
creations of modern times. Knightshayes, near 
‘Tiverton, is his largest new house, his. most im- 
portant decorative undertaking was at Cardiff 
Castle. How much of his fine designs for Hart- 
ford College in America and for the University 
Art School at Bombay was realised I do not know ; 
neither his scheme for Edinburgh Episcopal 
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(The carved Litany desk is at present kept in 
the porch and, I fear, none too carefully treated.) 

Of Henry Clutton I need say little save that in 
all his work, ecclesiastical and domestic, he was 
constantly experimenting with different brands of 
foreign Gothic. At Woburn, in Bedfordshire, in 
1865-8 he built a beautiful and sumptuous church 
in the style beloved by Burges, but on most 
occasions he was attracted by late Gothic of a 
Busgundian or German character 

lurges’s most constant companion in the histor 

of his time was George Edmund Street, who wea 
three years his senior and survived him about six 
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months. Street spent five years in the office of 
Sir Gilbert Scott, and during that period built the 
charming little church at Biscovey which I have 
already mentioned as being his first work. At the 
time of his death he had about one hundred new 
churches to his credit, together with many restora~ 
tions, and a large number of parsonages and 
schools. He was also, well known, the 
architect of the New Law Courts. ‘The extent of 
his practice prevented his work from possessing 
that uniform excellence which pervades all that of 









achievement as a whole, there is no British architect 
who stands higher than he. ‘The Church of All 
Saints at Clifton consecrated in 1868, with 
its fine proportion, its novel arrangement of 
passage-aisles, the ingenious connection of its 
broad nave with its narrower chancel flanked by 
chapels, showed at the date of its building that an 
absolutely original style had at last been evolved 
by the young Gothic school, that the age of copyism 
was past, and that Gothic architects were once 
more free and able to invent. 
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his less occupied contemporary. Churches of his 
such as those of Long Ditton, in Surrey, or Ships- 
ton-on-Stour, in Worcestershire, represent what 
might be called his routine work ; suitable and 
well-proportioned structures which are in no way 
remarkable. His earliest works in brick, such as 
the Westminster and Boyne Hill churches or the 
chancels of the churches at Sunningdale (1861) 
and at Chalfont St. Peter (1857), are streaked 
and checked with violent colour in a way which 
makes one long for the comparative sobriety 
of Butterfield. But, taking his church-building 





oF Aut Sannts, Curt, G. E, Street, R-A,, Architect 


Butterfield and Burges were architects of such 
lifelong consistency that the semi-biographical 
method which I have adopted in this lecture 
involved me with them in no inconvenient an- 
achronism, With Sir Gilbert Scott—well, the 
more Scott changed the more it was the ‘same 
Scott. Pearson I have spoken of as an almost 
Puginist who early contracted Ruskinism. Bodley 
as an early Ruskinian, who—but we have not yet 
seen what happened to him. ‘Time presses «nd 
the plot of my story has thickened to unmanage- 
ability. I will leave Street suspended in mid- 
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career and finish this lecture as a drama, not of 
character and motive, but of action and event 

By the year 1865 Gothic had successfully invaded 
all departments of British architecture. To Ruskin 
was probably due the expulsion of the five orders 
from their last municipal strongholds, to Alfred 
Waterhouse and Sir Gilbert Seott the form which 
the new secular Gothic should first assume. 
Church building proceeded more feverishly than 
ever before, the only condition of its activity being 
that each new church should be more foreign- 








‘was no excuse for any detail in any design not being 
completely French. From this work, also, archi- 
tects learnt a new interest in constructive problems, 
which Pearson signalised by building the first of 
his series of brick-vaulted churches, that of St. 
Peter, Vauxhall, a church which it would be hard 
to overpraise. Messrs, Morris Marshall and 
Faulkener showed the world what was meant by 
pre-Raphaclite stained glass. 

So things went on for about ten years, during 

time some prodigious buildings were erected. 

















me Cores 





looking than the last. Brickwork, first deliberately 
chosen by Butterfield, had become an honoured 
material and, had lost all its old associations of 
meanness and poverty. Bar-tracery and moulded 
arches had disappeared before plate tracery and the 
arch with the square soffit. Columns were no 
longer clustered, but were circular and stumpy, 
sometimes banded, and always terminated by a 
Corinthianesque capital with a square abacus. 
Viollet-le-Duc’s Dictionnaire (probably the most 
learned and inspiring architectural book ever 
written) was in everybody's hands, so that there 
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y built first as an hotel and 
a terrace by John Prichard and J.P. 
Seddon, the town halls at Northampton and 
Congleton by E. W. Godwin, at Plymouth by 
Messrs. Norman and Hine assisted by Godwin, at 
Preston by Sir Gilbert Scott, at Rochdale by T. W. 
Crosland, the architect of ‘that immense Gothic 
building the Virginia Water sanatorium, the great 
Manchester town hall by Waterhouse, the Bradford 
Exchange by Lockwood and Mawsen—these and 
many others attested to the extensive prevalence of 
Gothic taste. James Brooks, an architect “of 











genius, built five churches in the East End of 
London which have never been surpassed of their 
kind. ‘They are of great simplicity and noble 
proportions, of brick inside and out, and with the 
exception of the first of them, which is Butter- 
fieldian, are pronouncedly French in character. 
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real father of Queen Anne, and I have always 
thought him capable de tout. Anyhow, it was 
suddenly declared that early French was all @ 
mistake. Gothic ought to be English and as late 
as you pleased. Street, always an eclectic, accepted 
the change of country but resisted the change of 








‘Counryanp, Tue Convert or St, Many-ar-rie-Cnos 


A young man, Mr. Richard Norman Shaw, built 
in 1869 a church at Bingley, in the West Riding of 
Yorkshire, which represented the height of the 
fashion for earliness. . . . 

And then something happened. _ 

I cannot discover exactly what, but I suspect 
that Mr. Richard Norman Shaw was at the bottom 
of it. It is generally supposed that he was the 
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period. Sir Gilbert ly son, 
the first of the two geniuses which that family has 
produced, published the designs of the church he 
was building at Kennington, and everybody 
wondered what his father would say. The thing 
was unblushingly Perpendicular, and odd at that. 
Bodley went English in a single night and refused 
afterwards to have anything to do with the build- 
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ings of his unregenerate days. Viollet-le-Duc’s 
Dictionnaire disappeared from the shelves of every 
advanced architect in the twinkling of an eye. 

T dare say that the revolution proved to be a 
scarcely disguised blessing to many, particularly to 








an English style which proved most gratifying to 
the higher clergy. Norman Shaw developed his 
well-known and individual type of mansion. ‘The 
late Mr. Micklethwaite, the late Mr. Johnson of 
Newcastle, and Mr. Somers Clarke, who still 





Pearson and to Street. Both these great men had 
developed their own ways of dealing with essentials 
in design, and to both English details seem to have 
proved more congenial in the long run than 
French. Sir Arthur Blanfield, a prolific architect, 
whom I have found no occasion to mention 
hitherto, changed with the rest and soon fixed upon 
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watches architecture with interest, be i 
remarkable careers at this date. a 

At this point I must break off all connected 
narrative, since I approach so closely to con- 
temporary history. I must, however, speak briefly 
of three great men who stand as a link between the 
old days and the new. John Dando Sedding, 
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pethaps one of the greatest influences with the last 
generation, made a series of experiments in the 
welding of Gothic and Renaissance forms of 
which the success may be questioned. ‘The detail 
of his work has an invariable and peculiar charm. 
John Francis Bentley seems to me in his later 
‘designs to have gathered up everything that is 
delightful in the modern Gothic tradition and to 
have produced three of the most perfect churches 
of the century, Temple Moore, with his strong pre- 
dilections for the Gothic of northern England, 
produced a series of designs in the finest tralition 
when that tradition had all but failed. 

For treating thus cursorily what to many will 
seem the crowning achievements of the century, I 
can only plead the difficulty of dealing at all with 


so large a subject as mine in a single lecture. I 
have tried throughout to give most detail in speak- 
ing of those things which are most likely to be 
unfamiliar, and to avoid as far as possible re- 
counting what is well known. I have also relied, 
upon my illustrations to supplement rather than’ 
corroborate my remarks. At the beginning I said 
that I refused to regard Gothic as ever having died 
in England. If 1 am wrong and it has done so, it 
hhas done so in the last ten years. Whether the 
future has any use for the style I cannot venture to 
prcsicts T only trust that if it isto die we may 
ceep some memorial in our minds of those who 
poured into it all the vigour and energies of their 
souls during the nineteenth century. 





Discussion 
‘THE PRESIDENT (MR, J, ALFRED GOTCH) IN THE CHAIR, 


PROFESSOR BERESFORD PIPE (FJ: ‘There 
can be no question about this vote of thanks. We have 
had a very delightful evening that has obviously 
charmed the audience, ‘The extent of Mr, Goodhart- 
Rendel’s acquaintance with the work of the last century 
is vemirhably great and this Papee of his will b extra- 
ordinarily useful in our records. I know of nothing 

juite $0 informing outside the covers of Eastlake’s 
History of the Gothic Revival, Tnvust confess that the 
early delights of Pugin’s memories, of Scott's, of Rick- 
man’s, and of the volumes of ‘the Eeclesiological 
Society to which Mr. Goodhart-Rendel referred, belong 
to the distant past of not 40 very long ago, It 
tteange how raptdly things move, how soon al that was 
stimulating passes from the scene, how rapidly the 
tectural landscape changes. ' Mr. hart 
Rendel confessedly deals with an era which is past, 
though he admits to a hope that some of it lives. 
His review is important, not merely interesting. It 
behoves us, in our modern lack of enthusiasm, our 
modern scepticism with regard to architectural ideals 
and in the vacant emptiness of ourimaginations, which 
are abundantly proved by the competitions of the last 
twenty Fiesta and by the students’ designs of the most 
recent days, I think it behoves us, in this aberration of 
inspiration, to view with the greatest respect, and to 
seek to analyse as consistently and earnest! 
the extraordinary mental vigour, imaginative agilit 
and ‘fertility of the Victorian architects. Nothing is 
‘more deplorable than to find cultivated men and women 
in the present day—even Dons residing in coll 
that were(erected during the Victorian era—unable 
to appreciate the standpoint of the previous genera- 





























tion—what the architects were after when the 
‘buildings were erected which they, unhappily, 
have to inhabit, Respect, piety, not io say aif 
tion, for one’s ancestors’ memories is a decency 
of ordinary life, and should be a decency of architec- 
tural life, The lambent humour, if not the cynicism 
of some of Mr, Goodhart-Rendel’s references to suc~ 
cessful architects of the last century has been dignified 
by the justness of his criticisms, for which we must 
thank him, ‘There is a great deal that is humorous 
about Sir Gilbert Scott’s zest for business, but this 
ality is not strange to us now. But, when every- 
thing his been discounted, the goneral grandeur and 
completeness of his achievement as a great arcl 
patent, ‘The St. Pancras buildings are certainly re- 
markable in any review of European art; their dis- 
tinctive ori the way in which every detail has 
been thought out and brought out freahly for the pur- 
pose of the building, and the general success and 
originality ofthe grouping, are scent testimony to 
the mastery that Sir Gilbert Scott exercised, 

But, apart from the smuller buildings, apart from the 
mass of interesting detail, is it not significant that this 
age produced the Houses of Parliament, surely the 
most beautiful group of modern buildings in Europe ? 
When I was a youngster, sketching in Bavaria, a 
Munich artist made sufficient friendship to discuss a 
visit he had paid to London for the firat time. He did 
not appreciate Millais very highly, he could not under- 

tand Watts, but his expression was that he would have 
givens eyes not to have missed sesing the Houses of 
’arliament from the river. He was not an architect 5 
that was an artist's expression, And when we add to 
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that building the extraordinary Royal Courts of Justice 
in their power and scholars! ig and in the entire fresh- 
ness of detail, and place with that the vast rep of 
interesting churches, and the charming work which 
Norman Shaw did in interesting country. houses, we 
must be conscious that we are face to face with an archi 

tectural period of immense importance and productive 
ness, and that the work as a whole was the work of a 
group of men who were equal in vigour of output to 
the Italian architects of the fifteenth century. Any 
estimate which is ultimately applied to modern Gothic 
must take into account the habit of mind which the 
Renaifsance had formed with regard to all building 
tions. ‘The Gothic Revival is a Renaissance 
which operated in the same way as the Italian Renais- 
sance, beginning with some artistic superficialities, and 
finally getting down to what we may call Puritan 





















to venture to offer in comp! 

Rendel, and I thank him again. 
for the most searching and scholarly Paper which he 
has given us in such a delightful manner. We shall 
Berar having every word of it printed in the 
journal. 

PROFESSOR A. M, HIND, 0.B.E. (Slade Pro- 
fessor of Fine Art, Oxford University), in seconding 
the vote of thanks, said: I feel quite unable, because 
Lam entirely of the laity on an architectural subject 
like this, to offer anything like detailed criticism, 1 
would rather refer to the debt that we of the laity owe 
to exhibitions such as that organised by the Architec- 
ture Club, with its wonderful series of photographs, I 
may be completely wrong, but I do not quite feel with 
Professor Beresford Pite that the d 
‘even by the younger men and by students in architec- 
ture, show that lack of the elements of greatness which 
he hus recognised in the Victorian Age. To me they 

ive very considerable hope for the formation of some- 
thing of a real style of architecture, And one of the 
aspects which seems to me to contain most hope is the 
fact that we are a poor nation at the present moment, 
‘They were distressingly rich in the nineteenth peatity: 
But though the Renaissance also was an age of wealth, 
and the tyrants of that time were the constant patrons 
of the painters and the architects, I am not so certain 
that it Was the mere presence of wealth which helped 
the work, If you search for great painting in other 
periods, you fiid it equally in the seventeenth century, 
a period of many wars, I certainly think one of the 
great hopes for architectural designers to-day is that 
they have no money to waste, I would mention Mr. 
Atkinson’s church at Hammersmith, and Mr. Sim- 
mons’s at Gretna, designs showing great simplicity 
«i imitation of ornament, And I feel that this fi 
tation is a factor which will help more than any other 
to make architects think out a style most adapted to 
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the real requirements of the particular building, with- 
out giving undue attention to the excrescences of such 
buildings. 

1 was particularly glad to see on the screen among 
earlier nineteenth century examples one like Brooks’s 
church at Lewisham. ‘The simpler kind of Gothic and 
examples bordering on the Romanesque are 80 much 
rarer that I had hardly realised their existence in the 
Victorian epoch, In this place I may be allowed to 
refer to another matter, namely, Mr. New’s exhibition 
‘of Oxford drawings and prints, ‘There you get an 
epitome of much, not only of the earlier Gothic styles 
but of Victorian Gothic, the New Gothic in Oxford, 
where there has always’ been an attempt to keep in 
harmony with the Old, and you have this in an effective 
way in these bird’s-eye views, comparable to Loggan’s, 
in aspects frequently impossible in an ordinary photo 
raph. Me. News efforts are another example ofthe 

nefits accruing from comparative poverty, If he 
had been a successful artist he might never have under- 
taken such a labour, devoting himself, as he has for 
years in Oxford, wonderful work now nearly 
omplet, I refer specially his achievement because 
Professor Gilbert Murray, Mr. Laurence Binyon and 
myself have felt what little reward his labour of the 
last twenty years has met, and we have been trying to 
fund to purchase for the British Museum one of 
his drawings of the City and Port of London, and we 
have been sufficiently successful to get within a few 
pounds of the sum required, Mr, News method in 
this case was first to work on detail sketches and pencil 
ravings from a variety of points, and on the bake of 
these aided by Provan p to develop a more 
elaborate pencil drawing. ‘This second, more elaborate 
Grawing was the one exhibited here.’ Finally, there 

he pen drawing given to the engraver to reproduce. 



































is 
‘The one we hope to acquire is the first study, which 
shows the greatest differences from the photogravure, 








1 think it would be splendi some day, the two 
‘others were acquired for the National Collections, 
because three hundred years henee they will have the 
same historical value as Hollar's wonderful etching of 
London has at the present day. ‘The final drawing you 
will be able to see at Wembley. 

Another point—and this is apart from the Paper we 
have heard—is on a subject I feel bound to mention 
here. tis the gratitude I feel to this Institute for its 
recommendations and help to us in Oxford in starting 
‘a series of Architectural Lectures in the University. 
On the application of the Committee for the Fine Arts, 
the University granted £100 for a short series of lec- 
tures from the historical standpoint. Happily, we 
were fortunate enough, through your recommendation 
here, to secure Mr. W, G. Newton, and I can now. 
express, even more definitely, our gratitude, because 
the lectures, which started last term, have been extra 











ENGLISH GOTHIC ARCHITECTURE 


ordinarily successful, And the real problem before 
the Committee for the Fine Arts at Oxtord is not how 
to increase, but how to limit the interest, Our aim is, 
to reach the undergraduates, and only indirectly to 
interest the outside public, whose presence to some 
extent makes it more difficult for the undergraduates 
to study. ‘There is a good chance, in the next few 
years, of establishing some definite relationship in the 
‘schools between this study and that of the humanities 
in general. Ido not feel there is a need to develop any 
School of Architecturein Oxford ; there is one in Cam- 
bridge, and there are excellent enough opportunities in 
London and elsewhere, for men to finish their technical 
studies, But even if special school should come later, 
it is equally important that the present scheme of 
offering a basis of historical knowledge of architecture 
to.men studying in other schools should be continued. 
T hope the Uniyersity will continue their grant from 
year to year, but infinitely the best assurance would be 
the endowment of such a lectureship by one who 
believed in its value. 

Jy conclusion, 1 woul merely aguin express my 
gratitude to Mr, Goodhart-Rendel, and ask you to 
accord this vote of thanks to him, 

Mr. EDWARD WARREN [F. 
with great i it and amusement, empered here 
there by that mild disagreement which giv 
to one’s interest, to Mr. Goodhart-Rend 
and entertaining lecture. Brought up as a pupil o 
Bodley and Garner, and therefore more or less in 
touch with the traditions at all events of the older 
school of Gothic Revi sts—Gilbert Scott, Butter- 
field, Carpenter and others—I feel that Tam a little 
‘more initiated into the liter Gothic Revival of the 
nineteenth century than some of the gentlemen in the 
room whom I will not call my contemporaries, but 
very conspicuously my juniors, What I feel with 
regard to the whole of that School is that they had one 
extremely enviable characteristic, and that was their 
intense convi "That was an immense power, the 
absolute conviction on the part, for instance, of 
Butterfield and Bodley that what they were doing was 
the real thing, and that their direct duty towards the 
world and towards civilisation was to revive what they 
conceived to be the finest spirit and type of Gothic 
architecture. Towards the end of his career, my 
master, Bodley, began to be what Sir Gilbert Scott 
would speak of as tainted " with a strongish senti- 
ment towards the Renaissance, In his domestic work, 
indeed, he wavered away from Gothic, and was guilty 
of doing things almost positively Georgian, with great 
relish and aptitude, for he was a fine artist, with 
highly developed sense of colour and form,’ Bodley 
drew very slightly ; his plans and elevations were done 
in the roughest possible manner, but his detail, which 
was firm and exact, was a positive delight, because he 
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enjoyed details so enormously, He was humorous in 
his dry way, sententious but always courteous, and 
absolutely devoted to his craft. He was designing 
detail to the last day of his life; he died at the age 
of 82, To the end he maintained to the full the 
liveliest interest in architecture, He deplored that his 
pupils, myself among them, were worshipping other 
idols ; we were wavering towards the Renaissance and 
various forms of architecture other than those on 
which he felt so intensely, He would say to us, 
“You young men, forsaking Gothic!” He was a 
delightful man, and full of humour, full of knowledge, 
and full of recollections, He was Gilbert Scott's first 
pupil, and he served seven years in his master’s house, 
and made friends with the father of the present Sir 
Gilbert when that father was seven years old. So, 
from Bodley, L inherited a good deal of the traditions 





1 came across the other day, in re-reading Sir 
‘Thomas Jackson’s book on the Roman Renaissance in 
England, a sentence to the effect that the tradition of 
Gothic architecture in England was killed, “ if indeed 














it had ever died,” by the Gothic Revival, "I think that 
profoundly true, Iam a West-countryman, and, 
ike Mr. Verdant Green, " prou’ title." I was bora 


‘on the borders of Gloucestershire and Somersetshire, 
80 1 know something of the barns of those counties, 
‘There are many barns, built in a thoroughly traditional 
manner, dated 1810'to 1820, Gothic barns to all 
intents and purposes, thoroughly traditional, carried 
on from the grandfathers’ and. grest-grandlathers! 
tradition, without change, T remember having a talk 
with an excellent Somersetshire man not long before 

is death, the late Alfred Parsons, R.A., who said that 
Wuantocks, far away from contamination by the 
Building Nees and archaeological journals, a man who 
had made a little money in a hill village of the 
Quantocks, and. who wished to build a cottage, 
‘employed his village mason, who designed a house in 
Jacobean Gothic, with mullioned windows and so on, 
‘And in that home of lost causes from which my friend 
the Slade Professor has come, to wit, Oxford, the lost 
cause of Gothic architecture was supported with a 
fervour almost beyond belief. 

T only discovered a year or two ago another of the 
many anachroniams which I find constantly at Oxford : 
in Oriel College, where, flanking the Middle Quad on 
‘two sides, east and west, are two buildings in deliber- 
ately Jacobean Gothic. ‘If you look at Loggan's view 
in 1695, you will note that neither of those buildings 
is there represented. ‘They came in the eighteenth 
century, and in its second decade, ‘The first was 
built in'1719, the second in 1721 or 1722, You know 
the other anachronism, St. Mary's porch, in deliberate 
Classic Renaissance, and the elaborate vaulted Gothic 
staircase of Christchurch Hall, built within a year of 
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‘one another, one in 1639, the other in 1640. Wadham 
College, 1610, was built in Jacobean Gothic by the 
wish of the founders, Dorothy and Nicholas Wadham, 

hho sent for Somersetshire masons, men well versed 
in Gothic work, and sent also for stone from Somerset 
shire, and even supplied the oxen for drawing it to 
Oxford, But I am sure that the intuitive manner of 
Gothic architecture is jin most shires, particu- 
larly in the West, with which I am best acquainted, 
right into the nineteenth century. And as Sir Thomas 
Jackson said, it probably did not die, but if it did, was 
killed by the New Gothic. 

‘There is much to be said for the latter, but the 
greatest thing to be observed in it is the absolute con- 
viction that so many architects had who worked in 
jurges, Gilbert Scott, Street, 

believed thoroughly and 
sy were doing, and in spite of 
many things which we now et eccentric, well- 
intended in design but constructively inappropri 

id some very fine and beautiful wore, If you 
go back still further, to the time when people tried, in 
the ely eghtcenth century, to do Gothic architecture, 
back, for instance, to Ha ’s work at All Souls’ 
and his essays in Gothic towers, you will find that 
though there was a definite attempt to put Gothic 
architecture on to paper there was no sort of sense of 
the constructive meaning of it; of what flying 
buttresses were, for instance, and what they were for. 
T speak from intimate knowledge, because I have been 
repairing it lately. It is dreadful. If there was a 
foreman in charge I should think he was a joiner, for 
the jointing is, from a mason’s point of view, absolutely 
‘appalling, as were the risks that were taken. Vertical 
joints, for instance, were carried through the apex of 
gablets. ‘The general misuse of material was dread- 
ful ; itis really a nightmare for a mason. 

‘The Gothic Revivalists of the nineteenth century 
steadily tried to get away from the bad tradition which 
hhad arisen in those respects, and they did their best to 
build honestly. Some of the Early Gothic Revivalists, 
those of the ‘twenties and "thirties, although their work 
had very little assimilation to real Gothic, did build 
honestly. If you take St. Luke's, Chelsea, and St, 
John’s, Fulham, you will see they are of the same type. 
T have critically examined St. John’s, Fulham. It is 
very ugly and thin in effect, but it is most admirably 
built, with an honest use of good material. That 
shows that at any rate their intentions were excellent 
and their convictions sound. Therefore I think they 
are entitled to the respect which many of us, who do 
not approve what they did, still owe to them. 

Tam drifting away from the paper, but my drift is 
produced by what the Slade Professor said in 
to Oxford. I do not agree with him that there is no 
necessity for a school of architecture there, ‘There a 
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no necessity for one which will grant di 
diplomas, but I think a school of architecture 
necessary there, because, by the grace of God, 
is obviously a school of architecture in itself—it i 
best concentrated collection of typical buildings in 
England—and if there were a school of architecture 
through which juates could have their eyes 
‘opened to the beauties around them, and be interested. 
in the meaning of good architecture, there is no Engi 
city which is so well provided for the 

is why I advocate a school of architecture in Oxford. 

1 wish to express to Mr, Goodhart-Rendel. the 
profound interest and the amusement and entertain- 
ment which I have derived from his extremely. 
delightful lecture. 

SIR CHARLES NICHOLSON, Bart. [F]: 1 
was acquainted with the late Mr. Blore; he gave 
me four salt cellars when I was a boy. 

‘There is one thought that struck me when listening 
to this charming Paper, and it is this: that Gothic 
Revivalists area little too near our own time for us to be 
able to estimate their value properly. We are always. 
apt to admire works of the last generation but two, or 
the last generation but three} but when it comes’ to- 
works of the last generation, we think we know better. 
I suppose that if the works of these Gothic Revivalists 
last, as I suppose they will—for instance, such buildings 
3s the Law Courts (unless they are bombed in the next 
war) will be muchadmired. The Law Courts i 
1 fine building, beautifully vaulted, massive and a eat 
building, not a decoction. If these buildings last 
another hundred years, we shall have the architectural 
students measuring them, just as they now measure St. 
Pauls Cathedral; and a8 our sons will messute the 
remains of Baker Street, their children will measure 
the Law Courts, the Houses of Parliament, and other 
buildings. 

Another thought which struck me was that you 
cannot review x subject like this fully, you can only 
touch on a few big men of the period,’ There were a 
large number of less famous architects doing honest 
work and giving pleasure to themselves by it, and doing 
useful work for the country and the community, but 
who yet have missed fire, and their names are’ not 
recorded in Mr. Goodhart-Rendel’s Book of Life. 
‘One of these is Buckler, though Mr. Goodhart-Rendel 
did mention him. Buckler, who was practising in 
1830 or 1840, did a lot of very nice work at Oxford, 
Jesus College and Magd chool in Oxford itself, 
and a particularly beautiful bit of work, very much in 

vance of contemporary restoration, the chancel at 
Audderbury Church—Adderbury is close to Banbury, 
and is associated with William of Wykeham, though he 
id not build the chancel, which was added later, and 
‘was restored in a very scholarly and admirable manner 
by Buckler, I think about 1840, a great achievement 
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for the period. Buckler was afterwards in charge of 
Lincoln Cathedral, and he carried out much careful 
restoration work there, I recently read a book of hi 
describing these restorations, and I gathered from it 
that in 1866 there was a great move—I will not mention 
names—to get Buckler out of his job and get the work 
into other Buckler was accused of scraping 
the Cathedral, which he did not do, ‘The book is 
entertaining reading. 

T have much pleasure in supporting the vote of 
thanks, 

Mr. A. T, BOLTON [F.]: Mr. Goodhart-Rendel 
has, I understand, seen all the churches in London, 
and he told me once that he had a complete list of all 
thearchitects and the dates, and I ventured to urgehimto 
publish it in book form, "I hope he will now make it 
an appendix to this Paper, because it would be extra~ 
ordinarily interesting and useful as a handy reference, 
enabling students to know by whom the different 
churches were built andtheirdates. In the survival of 
Gothic there was an element of Jacobite fecling. 
Sanderson Miller, who flourished in the eighteent 
century, was pupil of Dr. King, who was ¢ Jacobite 
at O |, and from him he imbibed High ‘Church 
doctrines and a loye of mediaeval architecture, He 
built some remarkable work, for its early date. For 
the ruin-castle of Hagley he had a good mason, of the 
sort mentioned teoniehe ‘and between them themasonry 
was astonishingly good for that time. One of the im- 

tant houses at the time was one facing the Green 
Bark, Lady Harvey's house. I think Flitcroft was the 
architect, about 1750. It was an Early Gothic house, 
with bay windows and pointed arches. Robert Adam, 
who began to practise in 1758, had made Gothic 
designs while descending the Rhi and he did some 
work at Alnwick as early as 1760. Wyatt I look upon 
as having had his attention turned to Gothic directly 
through the influence of Horace Walpole, who got the 
idea from Thomas Gray, with whom he had travelled 
in Italy. Walpole bought Strawberry Hill about 1747, 
and he began to translate it into Gathic in 1752, and 
went on for about twenty or thirty years. ‘That house 
was seen by everybody, it was a show place, and did 
‘much to familiarise le with the idea of a modern 
house being builtin Gothic, Ihave always considered 
that Wyatt was strongly influenced by William of 
Wykeham’s work at Oxford, ‘The building of Ashbridge 
went on, 1809-1817. It was an enormous house, 
costing £800,000, and was built for the Duke of Bridg- 
water, Wyatt died from a carriage accident in 1813 
and his work was carried on by his nephew, whom we 
know now as Sir Jeffrey Wyatville. It seemed. in- 
credible that the oak fittings and the work inside the 
‘chapel could be of that early date; one would have said 
that it was work quite as late as 1860. I looked 
through quantities of drawings at the house, however, 








and saw how the work was done at the time, Some of 
the excellence of the work at that time was due to the 
father of Pugin, Augustus Pugin. Thave a letter about 
him from Nash to Soane.. Nash had one good point, 
he promoted the elder Pugin’s labours, and he financed 
the production of some of his early books, and sent 
Pugin to Soane to interest him in the undertaking. 
Young Pugin got his knowledge of Gothic largely by 
warkstg on bis fathers books Bomaec Inte ta de 
asked him how he acquired his knowledge of Gothic, 
and he replied, '' T lived in three Cathedrals.” Stu- 
dents at the present day should bear that in mind ; 
that is the way in which the Gothic Revival was pro- 
moted ; it was.a study of the actual buildings. Two or 
three years ago a student came at the end of July, and 
said did I know any office that he could go into? And 
I said no, and I thought it was an awkward time of 
‘ear, and perhaps he might devote the time to travelling, 
fe said he had no money for that. ‘Then I suggested 
‘a walking tour. Where should he go? I suggested 
he should go down the Nene Valley and study the 
churches there. His reply was, “ Is it of any use look- 
ing at those things?” T said to him, One day you 
will get a job, and then you will find that the parson 
and local antiquary know a great deal more about it 
than you do.” This is a very built-up country, and 
the work an architect may get is just as likely to be 
alterations to existing buildings as anything else. 
History shows that some of the most famous buildings 
have grown out of reconstructions and additions, 
‘There is not now, I fear, that study of old buildings 
which there was during the Gothic Revival, and that 
a matter for very serious consideration, 

Coming to Sir Charles Barry, I think Mr. Goodhart- 
Rendel is to be congratulated on the sensible and sound 
‘way in which he has treated that old question of Pugin 
and the Houses of Parliament. If you take the trouble 
to see the early Barry churches in Manchester and 
London, which preceded by some years St. Peter's 
at Brighton, and when in particular you see the Gram- 
mar School at Birmingham, a wonderful building which 
still holds its place,and then look at the design which 
won the competition for the Houses of Parliament, 
you can trace the whole growth of the design, and of 
course it entirely dispossesses the idea that Barry had 
to employ # ghost in order to win. Ewan Christian 
worked on one of the competitors) designs, and be 
told me how he entered Westminster Hall—Barry’s 
design was near the door—and he said he at once 
realised that Barry's designs were immeasurably 
superior to everybody else's, and if you take the 
trouble to look up some of the designs for the Houses 
of Parliament you can see that it was so. ‘The out- 
standing merit was the concentrated plan and unified 
design. Pugin himself prepared a design for the 
Houses of Parliament, and it was sent in under the 
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name “Gillespie Graham," a classical architect. It 
was a disconnected design, and, as Mr. Goodhart- 
Rendel pointed out, Pugin would have made the House 
‘of Commons and the House of Lords separate, semi- 
‘ecclesiastical buildings. Returning to the period of 
St, Peter’s Church at Brighton again, half of this 
church has been pulled down and’a new church begun, 
but one may wish it had been left alone. On the 
National Churches Soane was invited to write a report 
for the Government, and he laid it down that 1 
churches ought to cost £30,000 apiece, and gave his 
reasons and an estimate to show why it should be s0. 
‘The Government, however, decided that they were to 
cost £20,000 a8 a maximum, and there were to be two 
standards, one of £20,000, the other of £10,000, 
Soane thought that the best of. oi later clas was the 
ehurch by in Cloudesley Square. It is a 
dicular church, and very good for it period. The 
whole question had been prejudiced by the enormous 
extravagance of St, Pancras Church, which had cost 

000, and Marylebone, which had cost £60,000. 

at frightened the Government. ‘Their idea way to 
accommodate 2,000 people, and this involved the con- 
struction of galleries. Sir Gilbert Scott says, in his 
Reminiscences, that the Barry churches at Islington 
were respectable and well-intentioned, and infinitely 
superior to the cheap churches which immediately 
followed, "The whole question has been setled now 
by the plan of building the chancel, and leaving the rest 
ofthe church to be built afterwards. But those who 
are led by this paper to visit some of these churches 
should remember that they had to be passed by a 
Commission, to whom the designs were submitted, 
and that the cost was cut down to these arbitrary 
limits, 

Mr. Goodhart-Rendel has suggested other subjects 
which are well worth following up. Ingress Bell told 
‘me that he remembered Bodley as the first pupil in Sir 
Gilbert Scott's office ; "he was the gentleman, he 
‘went in and out of the office as he liked,” but, he added, 








the future showed how he was taking it in all the while, 
It's to Bodley that we owe s0 much for bringing Gothic 
back to the English lines on which it started. I agree 





as to the enormous harm which was done by Ruskin ; 
it was that diversion towards Italian and French models 
which was the cause of the breakdown. If they had 
kept on and worked in the later phase, the Gothic 
Revival would have taken a different shape, It was 


Bodley who saw what was wrong and went back. His 
church at Pendlebury is a magnificent work. 

I wish more had been said by the lecturer about 
Pearson ; he was a great and simple man, and his work 
was of a most remarkable character : St, Augustine’s, 
Kilburn, inside, and the church in Red Lion Square ; 
St, Peter's Vauxhall, and other churches ; they are all 
very fine, and usually reasonable in cost. St, Augus- 
Line's, Kilburn, cost £10,000; the one at Maida Vale 
cost double that 

T once had an interview with Butterfield, and it was 
very extraordinary and interesting, because, though T 
‘saw him in 1891, he talked exactly the language of 1866. 
It was his hard backbone which made his work what it 
is. In his carly days he built a church in the North of 
England, in a very cold district. They were anxious to 
have a heating apparatus, but Butterfield said: No, 
it is impossible, it was unknown in the Middle Ages."* 
My friend remonstrated that in the Middle Ages they 
hhad chafing dishes of charcoal to warm the churches, 
what builders call * devils,” but Butterfield would not 
do it, and they had to have a heating vault dug out 
after he had finished and left, I once met a man who 
had been his clerk of works, and he Butterfield 
was the kind of man that’ if you ssid a stone was 
alabaster and he found afterwards that it was not, he 



























would never employ you again.” "These are additional 
indications of the Puritanism to which Mr. Goodhart- 
Rendel has referred, "We must take these men as they 





were, a8 a whole, and realise that the greatness of their 
work sprang from the enthusiasm that they put into it, 
so that the reality of it remains and can never be lost, 
Mr. GOODHART-RENDEL (in. reply): 1 am 
very grateful for the vote of thanks. I have thought of 
material for three other lectures, and I yery much 
Wanted to ask questions, as I do'on these occasions, 
T have tried to conceal to-night my intense enthusiasm 
for the Gothic Revival; they are the people 
nearest to our own time from whom we ean learn 


With regard to my list of churches, T am trying t 
make it complete for all bs gees and I do pee 
when it will be finished. I have twelve drawers of 
card-indexes, and if anyone will write to me about any 
= Bethe a heaton, I shall be glad 

impart it st if i 
ees glad if anyone will help me 
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THE PROPOSED ST. PAUL’S BRIDGE 


Mr. J, C. Squire on Mr. Goodhart- 
Rendel’s Paper 


On Monday, 31 March, Mr. H. $. Goodhart-Rendel 
lectured at the Galleries of the Institute on ‘* Engli 
Gothic Architecture of the Nineteenth Century.’ 
‘The lecture was illustrated by slides which were $0 
interesting that the audience wished there could have 
been more of them, Mr. Goodhart-Rendel was at 
‘once witty and enthusiastic, a rare combination, He 
‘extracted the last ounce of fun out of the nineteenth 
century builders of Gothic, whilst carefully distinguish- 
ing and praising their best productions and emphasising 
the debt which we owed to them. He began with 
Wyatt and Nash, who undoubtedly built Gothic simph 
because the romantics of the day wanted houses eh 
would remind them of the morals of Monk Lewis 
Mrs, Radeliffe, "The Gothick house of the period 
was like the Gothick drama : a sentimental, unreal and 
artificial thing, What began as humbug continued as 
reality. ‘There was a revulsion against the industrial- 
ism of the age : and what had been a playful reaction 
towards the Middle Ages became more serious. Mr, 
Goodhart-Rendel indicated, though he had not the 
time to expound this aspect of his theme, the gradual 
process by which architects learnt how to build in a 
manner which was at once leas imitative of the old 
Gothic and more, intrinsically, like it. He celebrated 
in particular the virtues of Pugin, Brooks, Sir Gilbert 
Scott (with reservations) and Bodiey. ‘The ground he 
covered was immense: he appeared to have at his 
fingers’ ends the name of every man who ever bui 
a church in the Victorian era, showing a collecto 
interest in the worst examples and a connoisseur’s in 
the best. Some of his remarks were ve, but 
underneath them was a laudable inclination (in Pat- 
more’s phrase) “to love the lonely that are not 
beloved,”" and a sensible determination not to be 
swayed ‘by mere reaction, Nothing is more absurd 
than the present fashion, a mere mechanical reaction, 
of treating the whole Gothic revival as a fruitless waste 
of effort, Had Mr. Goodhart-Rendel had the time to 
enlarge on the later period, to shiow the finest examples 
of Bodley, the best of the modern collegiate buildings, 
and such contemporary work as Liverpool Cathedral, 
he could easily have demonstrated that the finest 
reaults of the revival came just when the reaction 
against it was beginning : and that these results were 
among the glories of our architecture, ‘There is all 
the difference between building Gothic (as Nash did) 
because your client thinks he ought to love it and 
building it because you loveit yourself. Mere period 
work of any kind is not worth doing: though it ill 
becomes the etectors of period classical work to despise 






































those of period medieval work. Mr. Goodhart- 
Rendel's defence was a defence of a live tradition and 
aan English tradition, not the mere transcription of dead 
detail out of text-books ; but he had the generosity to 
recognise the achievements of men who groped towards 
the truth without reaching it, Some time someone 
may even have a kind word to say for Ruskin. A 
more enjoyable paper I have never listened to : erudi- 
tion and sprightliness are seldom found together and the 
whole audience thrilled with surprise and delight when 
it learnt that the lecturer had a card-index of nine- 
teenth century churches, In the subsequent discussion 
the name of Bodley was much mentioned, and rightly, 





‘THE PROPOSED ST. PAUL'S BRIDGE, 


It is evident from the reply which was given by the 
Minister of ‘Transport when he received on 11 March 
last a deputation from the R.L-B.A., the London Society, 
the Town Planning Institute and the Architecture Club 
thar the Government are committed to a financial con 
tribution towards the cost of the approaches of St, Paul's 
Bridge, if and when the authorities responsible finally 
decide to proceed with the scheme, 

At a meeting of the representatives of the above= 
mentioned Socicties held on 17 March it was decided that 
further steps must be taken to acquaint the public of the 
Recedsty of opposing the building of a bridge at St, 

raul's, 

At the request of the Societies concerned, Sir William 
Bull, M.P,, has very kindly invited the Metropolitan 
Parliament to a meeting in the House of 
“ ion will attend, und elected 
ill impress upon those present the arguments 
ready advanced against the St, Pauls Bridge scheme by 
letter to the Prime Minister and verbally to the Minister 
of ‘Transport, 

‘The meeting in question will be held in Committee 
Room No. 9, House of Commons, on ‘Tuesday, 8 April, 
at 4,30 pan. 












ORIGINAL DRAWINGS BY JAMES BROOKS. 


A valuable donation of drawings of the late Jamé 
Brooks (Royal Gold Medallist, 1895) has recently been 
presented to the Library by Mr. J. Standen Adkins [F 

"The following drawings were selected :—The Liverpool 
Cathedral competition drawings, 20 sheets ; St. Columba, 
jerston, 32 working drawings ; and views 
louse and School of St. Columba, the 
clergy house St. Andrew, Willesden Green ; St. Mar- 
garet, Lec, Kent, view of exterior; and views of St, 
Andrew, Plaistow, Essex, and St, Chad, Haggerston, 

‘A memoir of James Brooks, including a list of his 
works, by Mr, Adkins, was published in the Joursat, in 
1910 (Vol. 17, p. 493) 
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National Housing and a National Municipal 
House-building Service 


Discussion on Major Harry Barnes’s Paper” 
(THE PRESIDENT, MR. J. A. GOTCH, AND LATER MR, E, P. WARREN IN THE CHAIR) 


Mr, FRANK M, ELGOOD [F] (Chairman of the 
National Housing and ‘Town Planning Council), in 
roposing a vote of thanks, said: No one can accuse 
Miafor' Harry Barnes of ‘lack of courage, Ho. has 
spoken words which aeed uering badly.and the way 
he has expressed himself to-night will at'any rate lead 
some of us to a little clearer thinking. His appeal is 
‘one which might be made to any audience with success, 
and jt is one which can be made to t 
ticularly satisfactorily, because Major 
‘as an architect to architects. He has made a very 
special study of his subject, as witness the remarkable 
work which he has recently published, and which we 
shall all come to recognise as a standard on housing, 
both now and for many years to come, He speaks on 
this subject from the point of view of an earnest citizen 
who is deeply concerned to see that the individual's life 
can be well lived, and who is also concerned for the 
well-being of the’ community. ‘The chief character- 
. istic of the paper is that it is extraordinarily pructical, 
Not that housing really ever has been the subject of 
sentiment. It is a curious thing, but it has general 
been quite the opposite, For instance, I think we shall 
€¢ it is more common to hear people condemn the 
lum dweller than to hear them pity him. How hard 
it is to touch the hearte—and, I think, the minds—of 
people on this housing question ! From some experi- 
ence of endeavouring to do so, I can speak very 
strongly, But we want, all of us, to use every possible 
means to educate publi¢ opinion, so that there may be 
not only right thinking on the subject, but continuous 
thinking. ‘The conclusions to which Major Barnes 
has led us in regard to the questions of standard and 
cost of housing seem to me to be almost irresistible, 1 
do not think he put the standard higher than’ we 
should all be willing to acknowledge ; indeed, one of 
the great things we, who have had our minds engaged 
on this problem fr dhe tat few years, ought to reatise, 
is that we have to deal from time to time, and fair 
constantly, with an extraordinary sort of reaction Which 
‘occurs in the public mind and bids fair to destroy all 
the progress which we thought we were making on the 
subject, Ido not know whether most of us have seen 
the recriminations which took place in the House of 
‘Commons a fortnight ago on the subject of the standard 
of building—that is, the number of houses to the acre. 


* See Jouusat 22 March, 
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‘To think that the Ministry of Health, su ppose 9 be 
the guardians of the public health, should have con- 





_ templated the possibility of providing publiemoney for 


houses which are built at the rate of 4o to the acre, 
seems to be inconceivable. ‘Therefore we architects 
who are supposed to have some special knowledge, and 
have particular reasons for upholding the standard of 
housing, have constantly to be on the watch, I 
with Major Barnes in what he says about the pr 
‘of a good house for the average pai 
oorly-paid worker ; I am certain that the poor of 

this country, and of other countries of the world, have 
never been properly housed, Dislike it as we may, if 
We are going to look for an improved standard in 
housing and for a life worth living, such as we have our- 
selves the privilege of enjoying, we must reckon that, 
for a large proportion of the population in the 
future, housing has to be subsidised, just asthe health 
services and education are subsidised. ‘That outlook 
may be distasteful to many of us, but let us be sincere 
and face the problem frankly, as Major Barnes bids 
us do, Bither we have to raise the workers’ wages, or 
we have got to subsidise housing. 
One of the most important things Major Barnes has 
ed us to consider is the necessity of continuous 
and consistent efforts in building houses. It is the 
spasmodic and the half-hearted idea—first going full 
steam ahead, and then slowing down, then taking it 
‘up again—which has proved so fatal in the last three or 
four years. Surely we must agree that it will take 
Years and years to make good the deficiency and neglect. 
Of the past, the bad standard of the past, It was only 


























in 1909 that back-to-back houses ceased to be I 
posable; up to that date, in the North of Englnd, 
they were building back-to-back houses by the hundred 





every year. It is not anybody's fault, perhaps + it 
the alteration in the standard which we a up ion 
these matters. “But the alteration i all tothe god, 

1 feel it is almost impossible to deal properly with 
this most important and engrossing subject, and ie ie 
out of no discourtesy to Major. Harry Barney thar 
have not said as much as I should have liked about the 
conclusions in his paper; but I doubt ‘whether 
without a good deal more consideration, the remedies 
He ruggeat will be as effective as he would wish, or 
indeed whether they are necessary and whether th 
are the best. “I doubt whether any advantage will Se 
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by shaving a separate national service for 

How will it be easier to recruit men for this 
national service thin to recruit them through the ordi- 
nary channels of the building trade? In the latter 
case you have the nucleus, and this can be expanded, 
But to endeavour to set up a new service is a different 
matter, And I suppose the wage question would be 
ona par, Ido not see how you can have any line 
‘of demarcation between the two. I should have 
thought it would be better to build on what exists at 
the present time, aided by the wonderful good sense 
which seems to be shown now on the part of employers 
and operatives and the manufacturers of building 
material and builders’ merchants. Personally I have 
every hope that a great change such as we shall all wel- 
come will be produced as the outcome of their delibera- 
tions, With regard to the builders, do not let us have 
anything which resembles the seti 
D.B.M.S.; rather let us encourage, the 
labour and material from all sources... A. 
we need to consider this problem very seriously. Not 
the least of the contributions which we could bring to 
the subject is an immediate and very serious con- 
sideration of the starting of new communities under 
town planning schemes. It will be deplorable if the 
two million houses which are being foreshadowed are 
simply allowed to grow up without consideration of 
their proper positions and the combined needs of 
localities, 

And T specially urge that architects will take steps 
to insist that this present great opportunity of selection 
of new housing sites is not wasted by lack of vision or 
lethargy, or even by haste to show results, 

Mr, ERNEST BROWN, M.P. (in seconding the 
vote of thanks), said : 1 take the opportunity of second- 
ing this vote of thanks with very great pleasure. And 
if you will permit me to say one word, it is this: that 
whatever may be thought about the urban side of this 
problem, 1 do not think anybody who pays attention 
to its extremely urgent rural side will dissent from 
the conclusion at which Major Barnes has arrived, 
that, at any rate on the rural side, the provision of 
houses is bound to be a public service, ‘There.are 
two great industries which, in the past, have more 
or less housed their workers, agriculture and mining, 

gricultural side it is inevitable ; you must 
face the issue from the national of view, or 
you will not get the new cottages which are urgently 
Wanted. A fortnight ago I was driving through a 
village in my division, which looked like an example 
of a perfect old English village. ‘The medical officer 
of health and the seis i vector gave a report on 
the 170 houses, and of these 81 were not reasonably 
fit for human habitation. Of these 81, 70 were occu- 
pied by men whose weekly wage was anything between 
238. and 28s. a week. It is manifestly impossible for 






































private enterprise to undertake the re-housing of these 
people, and I suggest that all who are thinking about 
this problem should take the village side, as well as the 
town side, into consideration when weighing the very 
courageous words uttered by Major Harry Barnes 
to-night, 

Dr, RAYMOND UNWIN [I]; I would like to 
add my word of thanks to Major Barnes for the con- 
tribution he has made to this great subject, in his book 
and in the House of Commons, as well as in he 
courageous paper which he has’ given us to-night, 

i Gldch of that papersas no done he keowo, oma 
in entire sympathy. With regard to maintenance of 
the standard of housing, I entirely agree with him, and 
I would only add one thing to what he says, which is, 
that if you try to get away from the standard. you get 
such a pitiful relief that it is hardly worth doing, 
Everybody here knows that if you take a house of 
{950 8g. feet of accommodation, on the ordinary way 
in which it is calculated, and if that house is costing 
108. a foot super., the price would be £475, and if you 
reduce the accommodation to 850 ft., you do not save 
£50: you are very lucky if you save £35. ‘he amount 
Sf relict obtained in that wey in 20 soall that it doos 
not touch the real crux of the problem, You still have 
all the expensive items, you are saving chiefly a few 
feet of the outside wall and a few feet of floor. There 
is no escape which is practicable to us on those lines, 
"Therefore it is more economical in the long run to 
maintain a reasonable standard of accommodation and 
reasonable sized rooms, ‘That is certainly one of our 
‘experiences as a result of watching the cost of many 
houses in many different districts, 

‘The special service for housing is a big problem, 
which I should not attempt to discuss to-night. am 
sur we shall all welcome any suggestion for dealing 
with this very diffeult aide of the question, Some ol 
us will see difficulties in.a national service for housing 
unless we have a national service for many other things. 
Some will feel we are tending to get more of the se 
idea into all the main industries on which mankind 
depends for livelihood. On the whole, my personal 
view is that this is the tendency, and that it will con~ 
tinue to be the tendency : that ail the main industries 
will become more of the nature of service, ‘The 
technical questior hich we as architects 
interested in, the simple problem of building good 
Hissas eb iths atinatelone the ‘simple 

sroblem of producing good articles of all kinds—good 
Reed, good clothes, good other things—will become 
more and more dominant ; and the whole question of 
basing the work on individual profit must become less 
important if we are to solve housing and other 
problems. 

Lam grateful to Major Barnes for having brought 
‘out many of these points, and for showing the import- 
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ance of a steady long continued policy of building 
houses, 

Mr. E, D. SIMON, MP: Lam glad to have the 
‘opportunity of saying one or two words from the point 
Bbitew lof the exten housing problem, having been 
Chairman of the Manchester Housing Committee until 
a few weeks ago, and I join with others in thanking 
Major Barnes for his stimulating paper. It is the 
most interesting contribution I have heard personally 
to the housing question in recent months. 

‘There are many points on which T agree with Major 
Barnes, and there are also many on which I differ from 
him, and 1 think it will be more interesting if I say a 
few words on the points on which I differ, rather than 
on the others. One of them struck me almost dumb 
when I heard it, ‘Towards the end of his paper he 
said: “There ix no real difficulty in solving the 
housing problem.” I have been struggling with it for 
four years, and we shall go on for another couple of 
generations ; in fact, he himself said you cannot solve 
the problem, you must work at it and try steadily to 
raise the standard. But where I stick is at Major 

rd hurdle, in which he says that if wedecide 
the kind of standard he lays down—and I 
agree we have laid down a new standard, which should 
be regarded as the right standard which we have to 
work up to for working-class houses—he says if we are 
to maintain that standard, it means good-bye to private 
enterprise, I do not think that necessarily follows. 
We know what the economic conditions are to-day, but 
we do not know what they will be five or ten years 
hence, ‘The lessons of the last five or six years are 
‘enough to make anybody chary about prophesying 
what the conditions will be five years hence, and iti 
pity if we make up our minds that we must eliminate 
rivate enterprise from housing. Our object is to 
Puild the rusdenura numberof good hovees, and forthe 
next few years we should use every possible agency for 
housing, and let them on whatever proves to be the 
most convenient rents. Having as our object the 
building of the largest possible number, there are two 
ble policies, One is to go on letting at the equiva- 
lent rates of pre-war plus 4o per cent. ; the other is to 
adopt the policy which I think Major Barnes sym- 
pathises with, and which was put by the Prime Minister 
when he suggested building a £500 house and letting 
it for 98. A £500 house is being let in some places at 
158., including rates, If let at gs. it means that on 
every house, instead of the subsidy you are paying of 
oor £4a, there would be a subsidy of £30 to £36 
there are two clear alternative policies whic! 
the country with regard to housing, and it seems to me 
that if you are going to adopt the MacDonald policy, 
as against that pursued by Mr. Chamberlain and Di 
Addison, you will no doubt be able to let houses to 1 
poorest section of the working classes, but you wi 
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only build a relatively small number of new houses in 
the next five years. We shall be extraordinarily lucky 
if we build another 600,000 in the next five years. 
‘There seems to be a fundamental difference of opinion 
‘on this matter. Some people think these new houses 
‘ought to be built for the labourer, that is to say, for the 
fowest-paid section of the working class; and that 
means the £30 subsidy, They think the labourer 
should have as good a chance of a good house as others. 
‘The alternative is to build those houses for the upper 
working classes, artisans and clerks, and that is being. 
done at present. ‘There i, in urban districts, a very 
large, unsatisfied demand for these houses at present 
fates—rents at 138.5 you can get the working classes to 
live in them at the present rates, and they are vacating, 
other houses, and so making room in the houses they 
leave for the lowest-paid labourers. That seems the 
practical vay of doing it; because if you star the 
facDonald scheme of building these houses and letting 
them at os. with a subsidy of £36, there will be such a 
revolt on the part of the taxpayer that there will be the 
same experience as when the Addison scheme was 
started and Sir Alfred Mond came along and stopped 
the whole thing. That is the almost fatal objection to 
ing to let houses at a very low rate. It may be 
ideally right, but it is not a very great advantage from 
the public health point of view, because you want to 
Rive the best house to those who will make the best use 
of it. There is a modern theory, the inverse of what 
used to be held, that the poorer you are the better 
house you should have. I'do not think that should 
beso. "The reason Iam against the {500 house being 
te i esate I feel that ater time it will be 
‘oped by the revolt of the taxpayer or the ratepayer, 
Whoever Hat to pay, And there is omnis eager 
You have one level of rent, and if you pay 108. of 158. 
you get the same accommodation for what you pay, 
If you start letting the sume hose for gn, it meat 
some will pay 158. unless they are fortu 
4 MacDonald hovse. ‘That will ereatea priv 
of tenant, and it will prove quite impracticable, You 
may have an estate with some of the houses letting at 
156,, and across the street there may be houses of the 
same type letting at gs. ‘There would be a rent strike, 
and everything would have to be brought down to 98. 
And even then the pre-war landlords, instead of geting 
40 per cent. increase, would have to bring their rents 
down to pre-war level, I'should be very glad if that 
Point, which is very important, as to whether there 
should be two levels of rent for similar accommodation, 
ould be dealt with by Major Barnes in his reply, 
the whole basis of housing depends on what son’ 
dlo about rents. I think it would be very dificult to 
induce local authorities to build houses to let on rene 
of that sort, even if you gave them a large subsidy $ 
and it seems to me the fundamental question with, 
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regard to housing must be whether we will go on with 
the existing level of rents, or give up that system and do 
something with the existing house, and build new 
houses to let at gs. 

I cordially agree with Major Barnes when he said 
‘we must aim at 200,000 houses a year. We cannot aim 
at doing it quickly, or if we do there will be another 
‘Addison boom, I'think the Government has made up 
its mind to go in for a programme extending over 10 
‘or 15 years, and I think that is the only way in which 
a practical result would be attained, 

Mr. GEORGE HICKS (Secretary, Amalgamated 
Union of Building Trade Workers): i am unable to 
agree with many of the propositions Major Barnes has 
put down, In the first place to separate cottage build- 
ing from general building would bea profound mistake. 
I share very largely the views of Mr, Elgood in this 
difection, that the building industry alteady provides 
for the training of labour to do the class of building 
which has been designated particularly cottage build~ 
ing. I would like to see a housing scheme of 200,000 
houses a year fitted in with the general building pro- 
gramme of the country. I'can imagine periods of ex- 
treme prosperity in which industrial and commercial 
buildings will be required in excess of the not 
‘The housing problem should be one of elasticity, 
fitting in withthe general commercial programme, and 
if'a larger amount of labour were wanted in any particu- 
lar year to meet the need of other buildings we could 
build 175,000 houses in one year and in the next year 
225,000. I think it is desirable that, provided munici- 
pallies ‘were charged with the responsibility of having 
to tabulate the building requirements of their boroug! 
or town for the year, those engaged in commercial 
enterprise should know of it. ‘Those who make motor 
care and tables and chairs do not wait until their offices 
are full of orders before they discuss the likelihood of 
having a new building, They anticipate what accom- 
modation they will require and they do their best to 
Provide it, It would be relatively easy to have the 
building requirements of the town or borough tabu- 
lated beforehand so that the municipality would know 
what it wanted in the way of schools and colleges, 
technical schools and hospitals and other buildings, 
and they would be able to fit them in with other re- 
quirements, "The question of training of labour is one 
which I am afraid is surrounded by great difficulty. 1 
speak as an operative representative. Each time we 
have represented to the employer the need for more 
training in the crafts, the employer speaks of the 
absence of general activities in the building trade. 
‘They may be busy for twelve months or eighteen 
months, and it is possible that three parts of their 
organisation will be relatively dormant for six or nine 
months afterwards, and to accept responsibility for the 
continuous training of lads is greater, they say, than 



































the circle of trade will give them guarantee for. 
Speaking of the craftsmen in the building industry, itis 
easy to say that there are 33,009 to 40,000 vacancies in 
the building trade to-day, according to its personnel— 
bricklayers, plasterers, joiners, plumbers and others. 
‘That is, there are 35,000 to 49,000 vacancies for lads 
in the building industry according to the rules allowed 
by the trade unions in that industry. If the vacancies 
were filled there would be a large army of available 
trade labour to meet the needs of the present time. I 
want to see house-building on a better standard than 
now. We have to admit that the type and character 
ofthe fiouse is etter to-day than under the old method 
of private enterprise. ‘The damp-proof course is not 
forgotten as frequently now as before, sanitary arrange~ 
ments are better, flues are better constructed and the 
houses are of ‘superior type. Architects still. play 
fast and loose with design, and sometimes the comfort 
of the tenant is sacrificed in order to have a nice effect. 
‘The type of house is what we should be more con- 
cerned with, and Tagres thatthe standard Major Barnes 
has Taid down is the minimum that we should agree to 
for that type, 
There is a large question in regard to guarantees, 
which is very important, Under the 1919 Act, if the 
municipality refused to move, the Central Government 
had power to step in and build houses for themselves, 
imposing them upon the municipality. ‘The Act of 
1923 leaves the power of initiation to the local authori- 
ties. I like to know that they have that power to 
initiate, and L imagine that at present, when there is 
such a’ large demand for housing accommodation, 
anyone of public spirit would say we should have 
200,000 housesa year forthe next25 years, Ibelieve the 
initiative will have to be vested ultimately in the Central 
Government, and the Central Government will have 
to be responsible for building houses in various parts 
of the country. I think housing is relative to every 
place, whether it is a small town, a semi-industrial 
town, or a district or a big town. There 
are exceptions, but I postulate in a national way that it 
is a mistake to think there should be 
i in towns and that in others it should be rel: 
tively neglected, Every town has its own. personal 
housing needs. Houses should be rationed to meet 
the need, Some municipalities would not only get 
a scheme through for 10,000 or 20,000 houses, but 
would attempt to draw all building’ material and all 
building labour into their town to do in one year what 
should be spread over five years. It disorganises 
labour, creates a false demand, increases cost, and is not 
dealing with the problem as it should be dealt with, 
‘On material supplies, Major Barnes has given us 
much to think about in his book. On that question I 
think there is much lack of organisation among the 
manufacturers. We have certain big agencies of 
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manufacturers in certain towns, but in many parts of 
the country there is no organisation at all. I know 
man, a friend of mine, who has money invested 
brickworks, and there is clay sufficient to last him or 
his successors for 130 years. He can manufacture 
120,000 bricks a week, but as he has not sufficient 
money available to lay down the necessary plant to be 
able to burn the bricks he could manufacture, he can 
‘only produce 28,000 to 30,000 bricks a week. | ‘There- 
fore bricks have to be imported into that district from 
thirty-two miles away, and there is an additional cost 
for that of £1 os. 3d. per'thousand, which would be 
saved if proper equipment were given to meet the local 
needs. ‘That instance can be multiplied in other 
places, ‘The production of bricks, tiles, ete., should be 
developed locally $0 as to cheapen production generally. 
‘Mr. H. R, SELLEY (National Federation of House 
Builders) : 1 ought to apologise for being present at a 
specting ofthis sort, for I plead guilty to having been, 
for thirty years, spoiling the face of the earth without 
the assistance of architects, and such a crime is enough 
to exclude me from this meeting. I speak for private 
enterprise. It is said that we get the legislation we 
‘deserve, and I would retaliate and say we have got the 
house We deserve forthe very lite help the publicgave 
‘to me and my class thirty years have been 
much interested in Major Barnes's Paper, but, like all 
clever statesmen, he has left out the essential fact. He 
hhas referred to the lower-paid artisan. Mr. Hicks 
‘would tell you, if he spoke his mind, that they are all 
id too low, and I do not know where the level of 
Riajor ‘Barnes's datum line is. Speaking for private 
‘enterprise, I have viewed this question. from the 




















‘economic’ point of view and, I hope, with a large 
‘enough vision to sce the national one. "Private enter- 
priscisstillvery much alive, but if Major Barnes's Paper 


is put into operation we shall be dead in a fortnight, 
because our friend from Manchester said that when you 
Tet a house costing £500 for 9s. a week, you can imagine 
‘the people who are waiting to build by private enter- 
rise will wait longer on the chance of securing x hoose 
-at a rent of gs., at the expense of the pul is 
a very useful part of this problem which can be solved 
by private enterprise on economic lines. Now, if 1 
mention my firm, I hope I may be excused, as I only 
‘do so to illustrate the points I want to make.’ My firm 
has had the pluck during the lst year, t0 attempt 2 
‘housing scheme, without public money. We 

built 165 houses, and we heve a queue of : 
‘waiting for them, and every one has taken on his 
shoulders the solution of his own housing. And, in 
‘spite of the Prime Minister having threatened us 
with letting a £500 house at gs. a week, my firm had 
the courage to go into the market and buy a £30,000 
‘estate to build houses on, not at Golders Green, but in 
‘Lower Tooting, which is a lower-class neighbourhood. 
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‘What we want for this enterprise is good will—the 
good will of the architectural profession and of the 
ian; we want good will all round to help us with 
‘work. I know of nothing which will make better 
Gitizens than to give them a front garden and a mort- 
gage. I know of nothing which will put the ballast 
into the boots of people who are wandering up and 
down the country with grievances so well as to let them 
have a house at £25 and let them settle down to pay for 
it. believe that in this country you have hundreds of 
good sound artisans who have £40 or £50 in their 
, and who only want a little encouragement to 
ae houae own. And in dealing with Major 
Barnes's Paper, 1 would respectfully suggest that 
should draw the datum line where the smunicip iy 
shall cease and private enterprise should begin. 
should like to bring out a paper myself, and have the 
leasure of submitting it to the Government. Where 
Misjor Barnes speaka of the lower-paid worker I want 
to nail him down, 1 do not want him to be an imagi- 
nary person, and I ask, when you are dealing with him, 
not to neglect to take his family into account, for they 
are often wage-earners also, A man has come into my 
office and unrolled his stocking, and has bought his 
house ; and when we ask" Have you sufficient wages?”” 
he replies, “ Mother docs a bit, and I have a couple of 
girls at work.” We do not want to kill that spirit, we 
Want to encourage it; and if the municipality ‘will 
restrict its operations ‘to an 850 ft. superficial area 
and 10,000 cubic-space, and leave to private enterprise 
the larger type, then should we fail to produce the 
houses it will be time for them to step in. 
Mr. EDWIN EVANS (L.C.C. Housing Committee): 
I shall have a few words to say from, perhaps, quite 
another point of view. I want to deal with the question, 
from its commercial aspect. I am a little tired of 
hearing of these 200,000 a year housing schemes, with. 
80 little consideration of the cost. Major Barnes has 
not missed very much in his paper, but he has not 
attempted to deal with the financial aspect ; and I 
ul like the next paper which is read here on the 
Subject to deal carefully with the finances of the 
200,000 houses a year problem. I have been at these 
things now some 45 years, and I play the part of the old 
uncle to the builders in providing finances, not my own, 
because I have to go to a super-uncle, und if! had not 
asuper-uncle I could not goon. I cannot contemplate 
that the existing things should remain as they are.” As 
@ member of the Housing Committee of the County 
Council, it has been my duty to visit some of the slums 
of London, and I come away with a bit of a heartache, 
and with some sort of feeling of hopelessness about the 
whole position of matters. We have been talking 
‘to-night of a standard of houses, and rightly 80, but no 
‘one tals ofthe standard of conduct ofthe people living 
in them. We are not in a difficulty with the real hard 
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working man and the skilled artisan. He will do what 
Mr, Selley has said and will put his hard-earned 
‘savings into buying a house, and that part of the pro- 
vision of houses can still be left permanently to private 
enterprise, To-day there are more houses being built 
‘of that class than ever before in the history of this 
country. 

‘The question of housing is not sufficiently defined, 
1 was rather amused by the Minister of Health, at the 
interview T had with him. We have always tried to 
define what a working-class house is, Mr, Wheatley 
defined it as a house which a man could not afford 
to buy. [hope that is not a real definition, A little 
while ago there was a game called “Put and take,” 
and to-day we are getting into this position, that itis 
all take and no put, ‘That is a condition of things 
which cannot remain for ever. ‘These schemes of 
200,000 houses a year are, from the financial point of 
view, impossible ; and secondly, from the point of view 
of labour and material they are impossible. We have 

ot (0 go on steadily, just as our London County 
Gouncil has been doing taking these matters up at 
the worst places first, the slum areas, and trying to 
clear them out and improve them, and leaving other 
work to private enterprise. I was sorry to see that 
Major Barnes scemed inclined to say good-bye to 
private enterprise, I have not got to that stage. Tse 
fo reason, except in the case of the lower a houses, 
why go per cent, of the houses should not remain in the 
hands of private enterprise, not perhaps at present, but 
later on. 

And may I say one word on town-planning 
schemes ? Something has been said to-night about 
reducing the number af houses tothe acre, shall not 
get much sympathy here ; I have not had much at other 
meetings where I have referred to it. But you can 
live healthily in houses which have a larger number to 
the acre, and it is necessary to do so in West London, 
Thaye only to look at our own district, Westminster ; T 
live in Westminster, where there are 80 houses to the 
acre, Tam not asking for 8o to the acre in schemes—I 
would have, perhaps, 10 oF 12 to the acre—but I would 
not make them semi-detached or detached ; I would 

ve them open space behind, as much as the space the 

use itself occupies, and let the occupier look after 
the vacant land behind, ‘They do not want the laying- 
‘out of gardens, they want the open air. In West- 
tninster: i i sid, you have lage parko maintained at 
ublic expense ; but they are not necessary, at an} 
rate'in the suburbs of London, I do not want too 
much importance to be attached to this, because I do 
not think we can afford the cost of it. I do not know 
eee You have reckoned what the estimated loss 
of £30 a house per annum on a to years programme 
of 200,000 houses a year letting at gs. per week will 
mount to at the ead of this time, but it wil be 























‘£60,000,000, Are we prepared to face that? I do 
hot think so, I shall read Major Barnes's paper 

iin and again, ‘There is not much I can complain 
erin it, om from the financial point of view and 
the impossibility of carrying out such a programme 
as the erection of 200,000 small working-class houses a 
year. 

SIR THEODORE CHAMBERS, K.B.E,: It was 

very good of Major Barnes to invite me, and for 
jou to have me here, It was kind of Major Barnes, 
cause he knew 1 should disagree with him a good 
deal. But in some of his diagnoses perhaps I may 
come a long way with him. I take my stand abso- 
lutely on the side of the optimis there is the 
fringe of the problem which it is very difficult to 
solve, but it is a very small fring 

‘The one point I would rivet my criticism upon would 
be the broad statement of Major Barnes that we must 
provide houses, whether the occupants can afford 
them or not, ‘This was supplemented by the proposer 
of the vote of thanks to the effect that we must either 
raise wages or subsidise houses. I would say, whether 

rivate enterprise builds houses, or whether the State 
Pailds houses, in fact whether’ the State. or pri 
enterprise does anything financial, it is sound economica 
that it should pay. IF it does not pay, there is some- 
thing wrong with it, We have to search out how 
housing, whether undertaken by private enterprise or 
by the municipality or the nation, ean be made to pay, 
that is to st ow remunerative rents can be obtained. 
T agree with’ the last speaker that remunerative sales 
can be obtained over a very large field of the housing 

juestion, I was strongly in favour of the removal of 
the Rent Restriction Acts on higher grade houses, 
because it would produce mobility in the higher ranges 
and stimulate private enterprise in that class of house ; 
which would have led to some movement and decanting, 
because houses would have been freed for the classes 
below. 

‘Take the question of the rent-paying power of the 
working classes. T admit that there is the problem of 
the rural worker and the problem of the slum-dweller, 
and the problem of the immigrant in this country, 
‘These are very difficult to solve. Some of these people 
are impecunious, some are difficult tenants. ‘They are 
not being housed to-day by public enterprise because, 
even at the rents which are fixed, many of them cannot 
beaccepted ss tenants, But taking the bulk of working 
class tenants, I betieve the large majority could pay 
a more adequate rent. On the Rents Tribunal, we 
now ask from the local authorities a statement of wages 
which go into each house through the front door, 
What I have felt all through on the Rents Tribunal, 
when we fixed the rents at a low figure of 5, or 63, a 
‘week, was that we fixed them so because perhaps 30 
[per cent, of the occupants could not afford to pay more, 
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‘Therefore we are giving a bonus through the Exchequer 
to the other 70 per cent. unnecessarily. ‘That does 
ot seem to me to be scientifically right. 1 Believe 
that during the next few years we shall see, if things 
0 the right way, an immense amount of building 
ie sale, The ‘Small Dwellings Acquisition Act 
should be fully used and fully advertised, and a great 
effort should be made to persuade the people to draw 
out their savings and expend them in houses for 
themselves. ‘They would find that it would be to 
their advantage 10 own their own houses and keep 
them in a thoroughly sound condition. ‘Then we 
can tackle the fringe of the problem by some form of 
direct recognised assistance in the really hard cases, 
It would be cheaper for the country, I am certain, and 
in the aggregate it would be a less burden to industry 
and on the State if industry were to accept the position 
of giving to the man with a large family a direct house 
subsidy per child in his family. I think it would be 
cheaper and far better if the municipalities were to 
assist directly, through some Committee, deserving 
taney of this kind, “It may seem invidious, and it 
may be a difficult point, one on which there would 
be many criticisms, but I think when worked out i 
will be cheaper for the State, better for the muni 
pality and better for the development of the housing 
position in this country ; because if we accept the 
idea that on a wholesale scale we shall build on an une~ 
munerative basis, it stands to reason that remunera- 
tive building for that class must cease. 
MR. W. McG. EAGAR (Secretary, Garden Cities 
and Town Planning ion): Tam glad to be able 
praise which has been bestowed on 
Major Barnes's paper, not only because of what he 
hhas said to-night, but also because he has had the 
pluck to throw into the face of the British public, 
Which has preferred to think generously rather than 
ly, 120 pages of pure statistics in his book, 
‘which is a'very valuable contribution to exact thinking 
on the housing problem. 'To-night’s meeting has been 
an orgy of pluck, for we have had not only Major 
Barnes, but Mr,'Selley declaring that contentment 
would be secured by a front garden and a mé 
defending the venerable doctrine 
really the people who make slums, and not the slums 
which make slum people ; and a defence of 80 houses 
to the acre. Ci due to the Institute for having 
got together so many people of such extraordinarily 
Varied opinions as have been represented in the 
speeches. I would lay more stress on one point which 
Major Barnes began to touch upon, but did not com- 
plete, and that is the extraordinarily large part— 
taking the fact of the housing need and the extent 
of the riced—played in housing demand by the new 
kind of demand now. made by people in regard to 
houses, I think it is true to say we should not have a 
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housing problem at present if it were not for the 
Education Act of 1870, ‘The big psychological factor 
at the base of it is that we have now reached the third 
generation of popular education, the children of those 
Whose parents received education under the 1870 Act, 
‘They are making a demand for a different kind of 
house altogether from that which more or less satisfied 
their parents. You can sce that proved in many ways, 
articularly by a study of what happened in various 
mndon boroughs during the war, Take Stepney, 
where during the war the population went down by 
$2,202: The whole ofthe houses which were empty 
fore the war were absorbed, and yet there Was @ 
housing demand. ‘This is important in view of the 
Registrar-General’s excursion into politics—one of the 
most inexplicable and still unexplained minor happen- 
ings of recent years—when he proved by hard mathe- 
matics that there was no housing shortage and. no 
housing need. If you are content with figures it is 
easy to ignore the human factor; what made the 
Registrar-General’s deductions wrong and what makes 
housing statistics vicious is that people are sometimes. 
inclined to think of the question of housing-—decency, 
self-respect and moralty—as if i could be expressed 
in hard figures, You have this growing demand for 
a very different standard, one which is conditioned 
by the fact that we are living in the third generation 
of popular education, Further, the standard. which 
surrounds the ordinary man in his daily life has risen 
because of this higher conception of the decencies 
and needs of the time. ‘The standard of everything. 
has risen in the place where he worka and the street 
in which he walks, He rides in an omnibus which 
may be called a miracle of comfort, Compare it with 
the former vehicles, and compare the present tube 
and its clean travelling with the old Underground 
Railway. ‘The standard of public convenience. has 
risen some 2oo per cent,, but the atandard of the home 

i scarcely risen at all.” You have a civilisation which 
brings better environment everywhere except in the 
home, and the shortage of houses prevents this being 
accomplished, 

1 would like to ask Major Barnes to correct one 
small point in his paper, It is the point as to the 
replacement need. “Major Barnes says there are. at 
present in the country 8,000,000 houses, and that if 
the sverage sts house is 80 years, there is a need 
of replacement to the extent of 100,000 houses a year, 
1 think that is a fallacy, and it is regrettable thot he 
should have added his weight to it, Surely the fact 
is this : that if the life of the ayerage house is 100 ‘years, 


you do not replace in 1924 one-hundredth of the keaes 
Which exist; rougt 


i ly speaking, you rep 01 

which were builtin 1834.""A’ hundred gears see ane 
number of houses in the country was about two and a. 
half’ to three millions. So that between 1900 and 
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1920 the need is to replace the houses built from 1800 
to 1820, And if you analyse the dates of the houses 
in slum areas in London, you will see we have been 
pulling down houses which were built between 
1800 and 1820, and built in the worst way and on the 
worst sites. And although that means that the 
replacement need in our generation is less than one- 
hundredth of the houses existing, it means that in 
each decade of this century the replacement need 
increases enormously, because in each decade of the 
roth century actual building was increasing greatly, 
Tt went up 15 per cent, to 20 per cent. in each decade. 
"That coincides with the facts known to us in such 
areas as the Tabard Street, That was r4 acres. ‘There 
are areas of 40, 50 and 60 acres which are now coming. 
‘onto the rubbish heap, and will have to be demolished 
during the next ten or twenty years. ‘Take the 
Waterloo-Blackfriars triangle, ‘This is the product of 
building between 1830 and 1849, ‘The most vital 
point of the replacement need is that in each decade 
of this century we must meet the constantly increasing 
amount of houses worn out and unfit for human 
habitation. 

T dare not start on discussing Major Barnes's pro- 
posal for a National Municipal Housing Service. It 
is very interesting. He has made us, by offering this 
suggestion, think more. respectfully ask him 
to think again? ‘There is this incidental difficulty 
to any uch proposal, that you make permanent an 
undesirable and in present conditions of social thought 
an almoat impossible stratification of social conditions. 
T do not see how you can prevent a distinct stigma 
attaching to people who live in houses which are built 
by a public servi and as in our towns we have an 
unfortunate division into physical areas of class 
consciousness, it means you will have not only houses, 
but whole quarters of towns built by public service 
in which the majority of people would be ashamed to 
live, because they are so ear-marked, 

MAJOR HARRY BARNES: In acknowledging 
this vote of thanks, 



























, there came 
into my mind a story T once heard, of a’ family who 
lived in a house—built by private enterprise—which 
butted on to. railway line, | Having more aecommo- 
dation than they needed, they took in a lodger, He 
brought home a monkey, which was not exactly 
welcomed, put it into the yard, and fastened it to a 
pole. His purpose was not at first seen by the family, 
Who objected to the prominent position it occupied. 
He told them to wait, and after alittle while they found. 
themselves the subject of a very pleasant experience. 
As every train went by, the engine-driver took a large 
lump of coal and threw it at the monkey, and the 
family toon had their coal-cellar filled without any 








cost to themselves, I have put up a paper to-night, 
und you have had the advantage of hearlog it subjected 
to criticism by a body of experience which, I think, 
has probably never been got together before, For 
the benefit of this audience, may I recount whom we 
have listened to? ‘There is Mr. Elgood, Chairman 
‘of the National Housing and Town Planning Council; 
Mr. Raymond Unwin, the leading Architect of the 
“Ministry of Health ; Mr. Simon, M.P., ex-Lord Mayor 
‘of Manchester, and up to recently the Chairman of 
the Manchester Housing Committee; Mr. Selley, 
President of the National Institute of House Builders ; 
Mr. George Hicks, probably the foremost 

amongst the building operatives of this country ; Me. 
Edward Evans, a national figure amongst the property 
‘owners of this country ; Sir Theodore Chambers, who 
has a double record, for he was responsible during 
the war for carrying through that tremendous piece 
of financial work, the inauguration and the practical 
completion of the National War Savings Association, 
and since the war he has established Welwyn, Everyone 
who travels up the Northern Line, and everyone who 
hears of it, knows what is being done there, and you 
have heard the man who is responsible for it. And fast, 
though not least, you have heard Mr, Eagar, who is 
Secretary of the Garden Cities Association. I cannot 
imagine a more valuable contribution to the discussion 
on this question than we have listened to to-night ; 
and the vote of thanks you have given is only a feeble 
‘expression of the debt which this meeting owes to me! 

I shall not diminish your gratitude by making a lon 
speech, It would be delightful to make a consideres 
reply ; there is not a speech to-night which does not 
deserve a considered reply, and I wish T had time to 
address myself to all the things which have been said, 
‘Two or three things which have been said go to the 
root of the matter. 

Mr, Simon raised a point which we shall have to face 
shortly on the Housing Committee of the London 
County Council, and that is the question of a double 
standard of rent ; whether we shall have one rent for 

r people and another for people who are better off. 

in my view, that is impossible. You can no more have 
‘two rents for the same thing than you can have two 
tices for the same thing. But I do not know that 
Mir, Simon and I are really much apart on this matter. 
He, as a true housing reformer, views with considerable 
apprehension the proposal for immediately erecting a 
large number of houses and letting them at very low 
rents, and, I understand, he sees in that course the 
most disastrous thing which could be done to housing, 
in that it will impose such a burden on the country 
that the country will not stand it, Iam with him there, 
but I do not think it moves me from my main position, 
I have said all through this paper that a housing pro- 
gramme must be built up gradually ; that I do not 
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‘think we shall touch 200,000 inside this decade ; and 
Tam with him in the idea that for the next three or 
four years we can find occupiers who can pay a con 
‘siderable rent for any house we put up. I think a 
sound housing policy will let houses at the highest 
rents which can be got for them, But we shall come 
‘to some point where we shall have satisfied people who 
can pay those rents, where we shall get to a point of 
saturation, and where unless we say to the people 
below that point you must look after yourselves 
we shall have to lower those rents, It is clear 
that Mr, Simon is up against Mr. Selley and Mr. 
Evans, particularly Mr, Evans, Mr. Simon says let 
tus build for the people who can alford to pay the 
higher rents ; Mr. Evans says let us build for those 
who can only pay the lowest rents, Neither Mr. 
Evans ntor Mr. Selley wants to see Mr. Simon building 
oon their borders, Still there is a good deal of common, 
agreement, However much Sir Theodore Chambers 
differed from me, he admitted there was a fringe of 
‘people who cannot be provided for by private enter- 
rise and must be provided for at the public expense, 
nd if 1 wanted to quote an authority on that ‘syne 
T could not quote a greater authority than Mr, Selley 
himself, No one has delivered himself more explicitly 
‘on the view that the housing of the lower-paid worker 
must be a matter of municipal concern, I have here a 
considerable. extract from the Times, in which 
he says : ‘The poor will always have to be housed by 
the public. Whatever is done, it can hardly be made 
an economic proposition or an attractive one to 
investors to buy the smallest type of cottage, and yet 
that is where the bulk of the demand fies." "Those 
are Mr. Selley's own words ; and on that point, there- 
fore, apparently we do not differ, We do not any of 
us differ on the proposition that a considerable amount 
nusing must be the smallest type of house, which 
it is not an economical proposition to provide, and 
which must be provided by the public. ‘The’ onl 
question is as to where the line is to be drawn, 
<gree with Mr, Simon that until we get in full swing 
‘with a big housing programme we had better buil 
for the people who ean pay the higher rents, but 1 
think we shall never be able to stop; we shall not 
‘be able to call a halt and say the time has come when 
we have finished our housi we have 
-eatered for all who can afford Se rent, or who 
can scrape together money, or £100, and we can 
Ein Gotan tae oa ever do that, 
PPukink Mr. ‘Selley has not fully appreciated: my 
position. I agree that a great deal of unmerited con- 





























fume is poured on the private builder, and that, so 
far from the private builder being one wh ts 
any kind of contempt, miracle of in- 





ty by a Hagrst 
ity in the past on his people in this 
SXtmny lave been housed to the estent they bare 
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been. ‘Therefore, I hope Mr. Selley will not feel that 
T take up any attitude of disparagement towards the 
‘work which has been done by the private builders, 

1 have not overlooked the financial side of this 
subject, and in my book, to which such flattering 
reference has been made, I have dealt completely 
with it; and my principal grief to-night is to find that 
Mr, Evans has not yet read it, 
This great problem of rent, which lies at the root 
of the matter, is, I think, not one which will ultimately 
separate Mr, Simon, and others who have spoken, 
from myself, 

A very important contribution has been made to 
the discussion by Mr, Hicks, and one which will 
receive much attention, There again, he and I do 
not differ in our logic at all events, whatever we may 
do in our desires. I pointed our in my paper that 
there are two distinct propositions before us. One is 
to treat cottage building on its merits, and the other 
is to treat cottage building as a means of generally 
improving the building industry. Mr, Hicks has 
clearly put his view, which is that the cottage building, 
of this country should be made subservient to the 
demand of the building industey ; and that instead of 
having a regular programme we should, when times are 
slack in the building industry, build, say 175,000 
houses, and when times are busy, say 35,000, That 
in quite a logical view. But, as 1 have pointed out in. 
may paper, it is « question’ berween studying those 
Who want houses and studying those who only want to 
build them. We have to make up our minds as to 
what weare out todo ; whether to stabilise the building 
industry, o to provide houses, If you ate out to 
provide houses, we shall find, in the long run, that the 
course I suggest is the one we must follow. 

At this late hour I had better not attempt to deal 
with the other points which have been made, but T 
hope everyone who has spoken to-night will feel that 
Tam only studying the convenience of the audience, 
1 hope to find in the speeches a good deal of material 
fog eiation rare is bound to go on in this matter, 

ere is one other extremely important point that 

has been raised, namely, that rent in the future ia net 
to be paid out of individual income, but out of family 
income; that point was made by Mr. Selley, Men 
say, he tells us, the wife is doing something, the girla 
bring in something, and we can therefore afford to 
buy this house, or to rent it. It is a proposition well 
, is to whether rent is & charge not 

uut on the family income. You have 
heard a statement on that subject from Sir Theodore 
Chambers, who is, in addition to what I have seid 
about him, one of the representatives of the Rents 
‘Tribunal of this country, and a view which he takes 
must have considerable’ weight, He went further 
and suggested that industry might make a subsidy to 
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the worker who has an exceptionally large family ; 
when he did this, T think he was exploring’ country 
even more remote and unfriendly than my own, 
because if that course i going to be followed employes 
when engaging workmen will have to face having to 
subsidise those with a family, and we may find 
employers giving preference to bachelors or married 
men with no farily. 

T thank everybody who has come and listened to 
me to-night, particularly those who have been patient 
enough to remain the full length of the meeting, and 
in conclusion I will ask you to pass a vote of thanks 
to the Chairman for having been kind enough to 
preside, 

‘This was carried by acclamation, 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Warren): I am sorry 
the President had to go, for his own sake as well as 


for mine, for he would have filled the chair much 
better than T can, and also because he has missed part 
of an extremely interesting evening, ‘There are many 
hhere who, like myself, would be glad to hear more 
speakers and so glean more first-hand information 
from other sources, but the hour is late, Iam happy 





to find that although the views expressed have been 
very divergent, their general tone with regard to the 





future of the housing scheme appears to be optimistic’ 
One gentleman described himself ss an optimist on 
the question, and Iam glad to think that that atmos- 
phere has prevailed, And it is in that happy 
tmosphere that I ask you to give the usual 
lification to the vote of thanks to Major Barnes 
which has been so eloquently proposed and 
seconded. 
"The vote was carried by acclamation, 
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NATIONAL HOUSING POLICY 
5 Qucen Street, Cheapside, 
aad 
35 March 1924, 
To the Editor, JounNAL. RLB.A.— 

Duan Sim—I agree with Mr. Arthur Welford the 
R.LB.A. Memorandum is a great disappointment to all 
those interested in the Inatitute and in housing. 

‘There is an unnecessary blowing of trumpets, a number 
of specious statements, and, as far as T can see, nothing 
which would repay any Member of the Government for 
the time in reading. 

‘Major Barnes informed Mr. Welford that the R.B.A, 
Housing Committee will welcome * practical suggestions.” 
If some one of the 10,000 members represented by the 
R.LB.A, can supply tho alternative to Major Barnes's 
conclusion, that housing (for the poorest paid worker) 
must become a national charge, like education, the 
Institute may yet redeem its past, 

Capital must be found nt a low rate of interest ; cheap 
‘material must be forthcoming ; and the labour output 
must be very greatly increased, 

T have suggested many times that the Government 
‘should provide the eapital to Public Uslity Societies, (a) 
for housing, (b) (if ?) for the supply of materis 

ning up new sources by the Public Utility Societies 
for their own use in j 

T am convinced that if these things were done, Labour 
would be not only willing, but anxious to give the best 
‘output to the societies. 

With capital at 3 per cent, instead of market rate, and 
‘material at cont instead of at ring.” prices, together with 
4 fair output per man employed, building cost would be 
Very greatly reduced. I have contended for many years 
that Rating reform is an essential to low rents, and is 
Part of the housing question, ‘Two-thirds of our " rates 
should be “taxes,” and the remaining third might be 
carried by rent. 














Another suggestion T have made is that Local Authori- 
ties should bear the cost of lay-out, roads and sewers on 
their contribution when a State-aided Public Udilty 
Society is willing to bui 
1¢ most important 
goodwill”; and the first essential to the 
contented workers.’ 
1g Committee of the Institute really want 
to help the Government, Major Barnes, in his book, has 
given it the material to work upon, and the whole pro= 
fession would be gratified if it representatives could put 
forward valuable suggestions. —Faithfully yours, 
Joun B, Yiawuny (Licentiate. 





itor in this, asin all other things, 
rablish. 









THE ARCHITECTURE CLUB EXHIBITION, 


To the Editor, JounNat. R.L.B,A. 

Dean Stn,—May I correct an impression produced by 
Mr, lan Hamilton’s notice of the Architecture Club's Ex- 
hibition ? Partly misled by the catalogue, he attributes to 
‘me the Village War Memorial at Kemsing, in Kent (No. 
376). This is really the work of Mr. Godffey Pinkerton, 
who is entirely responsible for the general scheme and sur- 
rounding treatment. My share was confined to some de- 
tailing and the supervision of the construction, done in 
Mr. Pinkerton's absence as regional architect to the four 
northern counties. —Yours faithfully, 

Henry M. Frercaen (FJ. 














‘Two Bartlett Exhibitions for students intending to join 
the School of Architecture at University College are 
offered for award this year, They are of the annual 
value of £40 a year and tenable for five or three years 
according to the Course. 

Applications must be made to the Secretary of Univer- 
sity College, London, not later than 30 May. 
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Sr. Cumener Daxes 


From an Etching by H. Gordon Warlow [4] 
(Asal collection of Me. Watiow's admirable etchings is on view in the LBA, Galleies) 
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RA.B.A. VISIT 


A Visit to the British Empire Exhibition, Wembley 


BY H. P, CART DE LAFONTAINE, OBE. [4.] 


Perhaps of all the visits arranged for the Spring Session 
by the Art Committee the most instructive and interesting 
was the visit to the Empire Exhibition at Wembley on 
22 March, 

“Those who took part in this visit were fortunate in 
several respects ; first ofall they had the expert guidance 
of Messrs. J. W. Simpson and Maxwell Ayrton, the 

chitects, who very kindly gave up a part of their leisure 
joments (which must be singularly few at the present 
time) in order to explain in detail this vast assemblage of 
buildings, and who were assisted by representatives of 
‘Mesars. McAlpine, the general contractors, and others, in 
task of answering the many questions which the 
visit called forth from members. Secondly, the elements 
were kind, and in place of the mud we had anticipated 
there was dust—a much easier obstacle to progress than 
mud, And lastly, at the conclusion of the visit the prrty 
‘was refreshed by a very welcome tea at the big restaurant 
which forms part of the Stadium building, 

On entering the grounds, from the Wembley Park 
Station entrance, one comes directly on to the main axis 
of the Exhibition : in the centre is a wide open space, 
surrounded by a cotonnade and portico, curved on plan as 
regards its northernmost side and rectangular on the three 
sides which lead up to the Exhibition, "Through the far 

le of this portico (which is original in its detail and well 
proportioned in its general lines) is obtained a fine vista 
ff the wide avenue leading up to the Stadium—a great 
‘mass effectively placed on the summit of the rising ground. 
‘To the right and left are the two largest buildings of the 
Exhibition—the Palaces of Industry and of Engineering. 

Our fitst impression is one quite unusual in an exhi- 
bition, that of solidity and permanence. All these huild~ 
ings are constructed of large concrete blocks and are well 
designed, though perhaps somewhat sombre and monu- 
mental in effect; they have the merit of being quite 
honestly concrete architecture” and there ino atempe 
to imitate stone. The alight difference between the lower 
‘walls, etc,, with their broken sutface of vertical fluting, is 
effective in contrast with the architraye, frieze and cornice 
in plain concrete, broken only here and there by the trace 
‘of the shuttering’ used in the construction. 

_ Space does not permit of a detailed reference to the 
ingenious method by which exhibits weighing several 
tons. were brought by mil right inside the Palace of Engi- 
neering or to the details of the reinforced concrete roof 
‘trusses, roofing and glazing, which are all of greatinterest. 

‘One reurets that it was not possible to exercise a more 
authorative control with regard to exhibitors’ stands in 
these two buildings—each of which (we were informed) 
is nearly a quarter of a mile in length and nearly as much 
in width—the impression one gained from our hasty 
inspection is that a too great diversity and a lack of taste 
will considerably detract from the final effect of the interior 
‘of these reat halls. 

At the end of this main approach avenue is placed the 

:, which marks the secondary East and West 
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taxis of the general layout, and is spanned by three rein= 
forced concrete bridges. Beyond lie the big pavilions of 
cluding two separate buildings for the Canadian 

National Railway and the C.P.R., and Australia, In the 
4 small building for The Times newspaper, which 

‘we think is singularly refined and charming both in its 
general conception and in its delightful detail. One is 
inclined to wonder why both Canada and Australia have 
adopted a style (more pronounced in the former) which i 
based on modern French classic. Proceeding onwards to 
the right we passed the South front of the Palace of Indus- 
try and the adjacent Palace of Arts, the effective New 
Zealand building at the western end of the lake, and had 
‘rapid glance at the distinctive and well-designed Malaya 
‘pavilion with its two tall minaret-like towers and forecourt 
with an attractive pool fed by a small fountain, and, 
returning eastward, made our way to the large building 
‘erected by Messrs, White Allom for the Indian Govern- 
ment, a clever combination of several characteristic 
buildings in the Indian style, gleaming white against the 
somewhat amoky sky of distant London, On the way one 
noticed u quite delightful building (Burma) covered with 
carved woodwork, all of which was executed in Burma 
‘and is now being put together on the framework already 
erected. A small turret crowns this front and is decorated 
with belts, ete,, which make a pleasant tinkling in the wind. 
Immediately afterwards one crosses a medizval bridge 
with some excellent stone slating on the picturesque turrets 
‘and roof, lined on each side with small booths or shops. 

‘On emerging from the archway of the bridge one comes 
upon a large open space with the British Government 
building on the far side and on the axial line of the bridges. 

Unfortunately the sky line here is disturbed by the 
fantastic silhouettes of the weird structures of the Amuse- 
‘ment Park, while on the left the Newfoundland building 
land the little Fiji Pavilion are completely overshadowed 
by a monstrous tower erected to call attention to the 
Ardath Tobacco Co. exhibit—a notable example of the 
luck of taste which is no doubt duc to the desire for 
advertisement. 

In the northern centre of this section is a big circular 
excavation with an equally large bandstand in course of 
‘erection at its centre, while opposite are a series of extra- 
ordinary buildings decorated with weird paintings on a 
flat vertical surface, some ten to fifteen feet in height, by 
the girlatudents of whom n great deal has been heard infthe 
Press during the last few days. One wonders whether 
the designs signify the state of mind of the visitor when 
he, of she, has reached this distant point and illustrate a 
Kind of mental indigestion, or whether they are intended 
to attract patrons to the restaurants they adorn. 

Continuing onwards, or rather, returning towards the 
Stadium, one sees the pavilions of the West Indies and 
British Guiana, of Hong Kong, of Ceylon (where the 
woodwork which will give the pavilion its distinctive 
character was being extracted from Inrge packing cases 
for fixed on the structure). ‘The large open space in 
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front will be laid out as a garden and promises well. Tn 
the centre isa well-designed litle building reminiscent of 
the Customs House at King's Lynn. ‘Turning south- 
‘wards and re-entering the main section of the Exhibition 
grounds, we passed the pavilions of Malta, East Africa, 
Palestine, and the effective building in the Dutch Colonial 
lelectra ae 
‘Africa, with a rapid glance at the most primitive mu 
walls of Nigeria and the ‘native village behind, until 
finally, the Stadium was reached, i 

Here we paused for a while while our guides explained 
the preemutons which have been taken for the next Cup 
‘Tie day, and gave us some interesting ‘onthe con- 
structionel problems of this vast building and how these 
were solved. 

“The party then adjourned to the big Stadium restaurant 
(decorsted with on effective colour acherne in black; gold 
and rose colour) for tea kindly offered by. 
and the visit terminated with an informal vote of thanks 
to Messrs. Simpson and Ayrton which was carried with 
enthusiasm, 


‘TOWN PLANNING EXHIBITION AND CON- 
FERENCE AT UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, 

‘Town Planning Department of the Bartlett School 

oe Realestate) Canis tas eae sae 

rated its tenth anniversary. ‘This was made the ocea~ 

ion for the holding of a Town Planning Conference and 

















It is being realised more and more every day that the 
nn ol eantads oc io Raecaiene oh the aay ot 
really the acid test of town planning. 
becomes 
more or lexs a matter of finance and calculation, but to 
Anticipate the future growth of an ares requires imaging 
fon. ‘Thus, suiccessful town planning calls for the utili- 
sation of the best brains of the architectural and engi- 
neering professions. It ia with # view to emphasising. 
and to pointing out the importance of education in 
connection with Town Planning that the Conference is 
veh Schoo! hus been ful in obtaining the 
‘The School has been very successful in ol 
assistance of the leading officials of the Ministry of Health 
in helping at the Conference, and inthe programme are 
the names of such well-known authorities as Dr. Raymond: 
Unwin, Mr. ind Dr. Gibbon, Mr, 
‘Topham Forrest (the architect to the London County 
Council) also addressed the audience on architectural 
interests involved in the preparation of town planning 
safe Exhibition, which conasted for the most part of 
the work of the students, showed an interesting series of 
studies of towns, such as Barnet, Uxbridge and Edgware 
within the neighbourhood of Greater London, and also 
showed many schemesforimprovementsin the Centralarea, 
In connection with the Exhibition mention should also 
be made of two very interesting models which were made 
by the students and which represented characteristic 
reconstruction of unhealthy areas in South London, 
In addition, the wonderful surveys of the London Society 
‘were on exhibition, and other drawings exhibiting wot 
Actually carried out by past students. 
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‘The Opening Ceremony was presided over by H.RH. 
Prince Arthur of Contaught, und in addressing the 
ttudience on the work of the School, Professor Adshead 
called attention to the number of students who had dis- 
tinguished themselves in one way and another in town. 
planning since leaving the School. Amongst the names 
‘of past students whose work was on exhibition and who 
had since shown themsclves capeblc town planners te 
the practical work which they had carried out since leaving. 
the School, he mentioned the names of Mr. Harding. 
‘Thompson, who was successful in winning competitions 
at Ramsgate and at Chatham, and Mr, Rosevear, whose 
writings on difficult technical’ questions are well known 
and who is now engaged on the lay-out of an important 
housing scheme at Barnes. Attention was also called to 
the number of students who had gone back to India and 
the Dependencies imbued with more generous methods 
of developing towns, 


Review 


A HANDBOOK OF THE LARGER BRITISH 
FUNGI, By John Ramsbottom, O.B.E., MA. 
FAL.S, Trustees of the British Museum (Natural 
History), Cromscell Road, S.W., 1933, 75. 6d. net. 

valuable book of over 200 closely’ printed and. 

‘wel illustrated pages is founded on Sowerby's famous 

Guide, but apart from similarity in form and arranges 

ment iti rally a new book. The autho, intro 

duction of some twelve pages sets out ina very lucid and 
readable manner the difference between fungi and 
other plants, the importance and extent of fungoid 
decay, and the use of fungi as, and as associated with, 
food. ‘The magnitude of the subject may be gauged 
When it is stated that the 167 genera described nearly 
all have numerous species, ‘The interest of most of 
those who read this review will naturally centre on that 
dread tyrant of the architect, Merulius, of which there 
are twenty different species, while Polyporus, also oceas 
sionally found in house timbers, though a comparatively 

mild offender, is said to exhibit itself in no less than 

seventy species. In a work of this kind much space 

cannot be devoted to the subject of Dry Rot, neverthes 
less, in the short account of Merulivs much useful 

{formation will befound, For example, the tendency 

of pores to germinate frely on wood previously 

attacked by other fungi, hence the impdrtance ef 
retaining timber in a dry and healthy condition and of 
ot nepecting any evidence of decay although auch 
lecay may be clearly not due to such devastat 
growths as Merle,” gi 
Architects and others who have troubles with timber 

‘owe nota litle to the help and courtesy of the Botanical 

Department of the Natural History Museum, and 

it is through the author as one of the staff of the 

museum that this advice and help largely comes, 


ALAN Moxey [F)], 
































THE LIBRARY 


On the Library Table 


Noms ow Sou or Ta Cunner Fone axo Covartat 
yen many of those visiting the Library for specific study 
and research by means of reference to the volumes on its 
by wear furape more comely tos by ton ere 
‘more correctly month by month, 
are provided for reference periodicus: that lay before’ those 
interested. what ix be architecture. to-day, not 
and other foreign countries, 
it ‘with a view of drawing atten: 
tion to this addition to the usefulness of the Library that 
the following notes have been made. 
FRANCE, 
February te ntrios ued eieor ef i Cordon i 
ct and exterior of M, Cordonnier’ recently 
‘built theatre at Lille, In L'Architecture is given an able 
rsd ofthe aller onthe Reaisnance by M Boel 
‘wald, Tospector-General of Historie Monuments, An article 
‘on Modern Churches describes, with plan and view, Bentley's 
Gaahdra at Wentminses whieh it words ieh pine 
A design for a theatre by Fotain (176) is illustrated by photo= 
‘of his recently discovered drawings of the building. 
‘March nurber of this journal contuins an article on the 
‘Church at Runcy the much-discused attempt of the two 
brothers Perret to show the employment of reinforced concrete 
in an ecclesiastical building—frankly, yet with a view to wsthetic 
‘considerations. ‘The autumn number of « new publication, 
L’ Architecture Vivante, gives thirteen plates dealing with the 
‘sume building, and, in’ sddition, a fully illustrated description 
of a “modern " shop in the Rue de la Paix, Paris, 
‘The Gsette det BeouseAru is the diyen, and perhaps the 
best, of periodicals with painting, sculpture and architecture for 
it province—and, apart from articles dealing with the two 
former of these subjects, it gives a fully illustrated account of 
the seventeenth cent ‘grottocs, terraces and other 
‘work of the Chiteas Neuf, St. Germain-en-Laye, of w 
‘ugnificent building they are the bare remains. 


ITALY. 


‘The periodical Dedalo (taking its title from 
First Artificer ") covers it its 9 i 






































ep pose, repee= 
hitestre, and found im avila t 

ite in Teal. "he lseons, of which there fe 
fever, tre imereatigg en showing, ften to's larye scale, 
the measie workers menniqosr Soue waknown works by 
the printer Lo Spagnolo are dacimed nnd usted. 

SPAIN. 

A pot ey recent ber of heap of he Scie Cintra 


Ktonlarea| ‘exhibits Spain as also interesting itself in town. 
lanning, and sets forth ax an example for study the lay-out 
Perea aera an ne 
: Ana 

and Carrabocas (the former an architect of 
ania eee ean eo as 
= ‘ 
See ae 
i: th sasleber contin womne feverestinng 
‘Mudejat plaster relief-work in Toledo, dating 


. Adesign for’ bull 
sora ea Aen cco aes 


= 


uy 
f 





He 
ie 


ne 
Heres 





les hich many Spanish. architects a 
i tects ave 
loved taneeltesto'gh in eer baknge ohare a camer 


in architecture is striven for. 


| 


SOUTH AMERICA. 
Arquitectura is published in Montevideo, Uruguay, by the 
Sociedad de Arguiacos of that Cy, "Ke includes patting snd 
sculpture in its consideration, and the latest number in the 
Tabrary contain an article othe former subject and well 
illustrated from pictures by Vélarques, Murillo, Goya and 
in the country, and. 





other § eres To hotel ae , 
fee o6es a tien tetae te aceel ad eee 
‘Bown by photomegla'al the mark ie modeling tad ood 
7 Mie ck ta och : 
Carving dae by fhe sore of ess 
HOLLAND. 

‘The just published Bourckundig Weekblad, the organ. 
of the Netntlands Archi” taety tales Mirae 
Kea’ competition design forn cemetery chapel 

BELGIUM. 

The official organ of the Brussels Society of Architecture— 
L:Bmalation™in ts principal srile Geet of gundons wo a 
considerable extent of modern English design, but also in- 
cludes some Belgian examples, 


JAPAN. 

“The journal of the Intitute of Japanese Architects (Kerrehihe 

Zou) has many views of the detracton eauned by the carte 
‘quake. ‘The texte unforcunately only in Japenese, 


UNITED STATES, 

‘The drawings shown at the lat Exhibition of the Archi- 
tectural League of New York form the principal feature of 
the American Architect for Februsry. In England there is no 
exact equivalent to Penal Pointy, a monthly mtaine addressed 
fore particularly to the draughtsman ling by means of 
Iiny pencil the eect Sepenes 
‘mai tad japanese 
tcrihuake’ conser io srs, tod nec 
effects upon the Imperial Hotel, ‘Tokyo, which withstood 
damage better than any building of its size in that city. 
Beyond two pillars overturned and three small crack, Mr. 
F, Lloyd Weight, ‘the American architect, can boast that it 
escaped uninjured, “An avticle—one of a series—on Public 
Library planning by the Assistant Librarian at Brooklyn, in 
the February number of the Architectural Forum, possesses 

















Scientia, ‘in New York, is attracting. amongae 
architects considerable notice, and ts here described," Stained 
fies ani hitory ae treed nthe int of 9 eres by 
We. and ihutrated by am attractive coloured 
drawing of the well-known, window of Notre: Dame. de 
Belle Vereitre, Chartren. “The. Puife Count Architect 
published in’ San Francisco, “The present nuraber has ‘a 
Kies of views and plane of the prize-winning dnigns for & 
tnall houte-vin brick." Several San Francisco wid Lot Angelen 
Houses are llatated. ‘The imerioan Mognnine of dt teats 
{nan article giving several halftone blocks of the Exhibition 
of Medero Eaglish Craft-rork at Detoitand reviews the spest 
mens shown by Messrs. Graily Hewit’ Omar Ramsden and 
thers. An account by Mr. Sciwyn tinton, of the Palanan. 
Hiorne—the ‘San Gallo. palace which, with his wonderful 
‘lection, the late H. P, Home bequeathed to the Munieipelity 
Siri planting OF 8 nieaber of hospitals for 
ing of « number of postwar hospitals for the- 
U.S.A. Government forma the subject of the principal ardcle 
in the latest siumber of the always admirable Architecture, 
tnd a furdhe interesting item is  desceiption of the Stocks 
City’ Hall, of which more than one appreciation has beers 


lished in England. 
mt = ©. Hannisox Towra (P], 
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Revision of Existing Regulations for Architectural 
Competitions 


‘SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING, TUESDAY, 18 MARCH, 1924. SIR A. BRUMWELL THOMAS [FJ IN THE CHAIR. 
MR. WELCH read (¢) and (d). In (d) the word " paid 
hhas been inadvertently omitted ; the first line should commence 
aute Fagus shal be paid ‘The cate is identical with 
‘at present, except in so far as one word in 
Council, line concerned, whcrewe have nubstiuted the word’ vered® 





























‘and Iwill for'‘setaside 
the Com- Carried. 

< MR. WELCH : (¢) It is suggested there that we should omit 
man sod a thiod footnote Soered tr this dasne eat aa 


ing cast." the words ” stated in the conditions.” We thinkit will 
Focrmin® then read more clearly. 

MR. WELCH : (/) This has been slightly varied, but the 
‘Variation is trifling, and the meaning remains unaltered, 
a Carried. 








deleted. "As 8 Compentions 
Gornmitee we have considered these requesta nnd we recene 
ave mend the deletion ofthe scond footnoe refered to 
however Cursed, 
MR. WELCH : We now pass to No. 1 on the next £ 
site protesting tcc” “Te fp Sg 
inidensicai with that i en. The las 
sod I sugaet, ee eral helat 





for the last three wor 





‘original clause, which states 
‘may be no real difference 





use eed 
that some reference would be made to the jasyarmere Tgbek 
ith cf 1am right in saying that this the hase whee eeu 
forall move ari adopted come inf it had been dealt with, The wmisnen of 
Y LEY secon ‘endation onthe par of the Commtiee that te fay ore, 
Should be edopted is one which wll causes prem sect ea 
sppeinunent, pecially mong ihe joungcr ember "Ties 
hs been a great deal of dscunion about frac sed 1 rere 
‘MICASHLEY S Tvecond th am correct in stati chat the coresponicnes wba ae 
Carried. fine ew often erp ear aber, 
MR. WELCH: "The Conditions of Competition sbalt isin’ Press Rel pitas et backed y Prafent 
pain dhe following Rewulations () v0 (7) a esental (a) chester Ar Dans Mr. Aikiscon sed Me, atin Meat 
the nomination - be subenitied is one which needa the serious coraigerstiog of ie a 
= oles Conpestion Comite. Ther iu te cn 
ic moet Smount of dissatisfaction wth recent swans tal ee oto 
i MRNELCH: (Beckton berabned The Treaty dep ine ea bneneta teas 
‘Extept that Clauses (¢) and (8) have been transposed. ‘Son where theres 


there ia much less Mabliity vo dissaia 
Carried. feeling exists that competitors are to a considerable exieet ingles 








jury of not leas than three architects. “The 
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‘ced in their designs by the personality ofthe asessr 
freee paid infor sderry lid erga 
purely and ingly. Yo och hte oe lace 
pes forward otaene Sporanre it eceas ner ote ee 
tion of the nomination of assessare—but Ido think it would be 
more satisfactory method and would promotcmore confidence 
Tine of Antec to serve an smmsor for the For 
Were lesied-not mercy” nominated=-by. the. members 
Further, that in the ease of competitions where the value 
trees’ 29p00 of" foeaca heres “ew Pal af 
ot less chan tre architects, And equaly important {thins 
the Penel sould fave a representanve of the promoter, © 
‘cise ther on the fnsonal part ofthe building, know the 
Sulbscommitice ofthe Society which conferred with you were 
troegiy in fryer ofthe ary oyster and Teeak Eek renee 
Imendaton-—I'do no know whether i ot as far sy that-ame 
{2 the mon Cormmitce that ie wav not eared any further 
‘There were, I believe, three representatives om the sub-com- 
mii S ech of tam wa tna tn favour athe iy 
Stem, und it sce to me that unl that i tried” there 
‘ul continue. tobe good. deal of. dnsansfacton ‘with 
het onesmewor system, which is not in’ vogue’ in any 
other county. 
RT LANCHESTER [A] : Do yourul this inorder 


‘THE*CHAIRMAN : Yes. 
MR. LANCHESTER : T should like t say «few words. 
"THE CHAIRMAN; We hive no resolution before the 


meeting. 
of tis LANCHESTER : Having been quoted us an avocate 
1 jury syatem—and T am most emphatically an. advooat 
ft and have the aconget ath nthe ada 
‘pptem— should like to say a few words, While strongly 
advocating thit system, and having great faith that it would, 
Jn many cases, produce a better result, T have also been, for 
nearly twenty years, a worker on the Competitions Committee. 
‘With regard to the present position of the Competitions Com= 
mittee in relation to their experiences with local authorities 
and other promoters of competitions, ad it been possible 
hout entirely disarganising their work to put in something 
‘more emphatic in the way ofthe jury sytem it would, Vara 
sure, have been included, Many members of the Committee 
feel strongly that very often it would be better to have a jury ; 
but that until the focal bodies and promoters are further 
‘ducated, as they will be, perhaps, ten or twenty years hence, 
it would ‘entirely disorganise the efforts of the Committee t0 
endeavour to force upon local authoritien the jury system 
reference to a single esseasor, OF one OF two uaseseors. Tam 
Socry itis vo. Twish that the general attitude of the country 
towards the logical solving of competition problems veas more 
‘advanced ; but under existing conditions 1 firmly believe that 
it would tender the whole of our activities impmeticable if 
‘We were to make these conditions an absolute necessity. You 
may feel that Tam a reactionary ; Tam not. T feel that this 
‘however desirable it may be, ian matter of time, one 
of gradually educating the promoters, as well as ourselves, on 
the merits of appointing ® jury of asiexors in ieaportant 
S'THE CHAIRMAN : ‘Taking this clause ns it sands, there 
is nothing to prevent the seneral body, from time to time, 
{irting upon the President auch a course as x jury, and getting 


















































him to urge uy womotors—which is the dif it 1 
theres" Bu team Teno do mae an 


‘stands 
MMR: LV ASHLEY [FT would point out that in the 


Soc en eoneh Sutra Porro 
Spel erty sueatan "yas meus react 
it ts very often it enough to get promoters to appoint 


tnasncaoracals andif we goto the promotem and say Not 
‘only must you have an assessor, but you must have three 


assessors" T think you will find that a very large majority 
‘of the competitions will simply “go West” at once. The 
Gommittoe have given a yrest deal of consideration to the 
int. 
PoMIR, E. P. WARREN [F'] : It appears to me that the words 
“The election of an Assenor or Assessors leave the ese 
iit ‘0 the promoters to appoint more than one 
Recor, they ean appolne ive i€ they ike. But T do not 
think itis powsible for this Tositute to attempt to impose a 
fury. seve onajury last year at Geneva, the instigation 
Df the Institute, ‘Phere were four architects and three non. 
Architects, and it worked very well, on the whole, Bur T 
See that i¢ in not powible, in the case where promoters do not 
‘wish to have two or three’or a jury, fo impose a jury. T think 
{competition may be honourable and abuotutely legal without 
a 


MR, EASTON : I do not think it ip necessary to impose a 
Jury, but one would certainly have liked to see a recommenda 
tion in favour of juries, which iv x different matter. It seems 
to me that many Tocal bodies would bave no objection to jury, 

rovided the payment to be made for their pervices was not 
Ineremed.. "the question of payment should not be reyarded 
asa windfall wo men who are xppointed assessors, but rather 
fs an obligation and an honouc. And therefore ifthe dificulty 
{8 one of finance ie certainly should not stand in the way of & 
jury. At present clause many of ws would like t0 see is one 
Stating simply thet the Institute strongly reoo 
Appoinement of a jury in all important works. 

MR, C. E, ELCOCK [F}: T suppore the last speaker. I 
Ihave suffered three times, I fel sure, by the assening of an 
important ‘compestion being. in. the hands of one, man, 
‘especially in one cae, in which we were placed second. tn 
that ease the ‘Towa Clerk, not knowing who T was, told me 
thatthe Assessor himaelf fad said that the plans in question 
Wwere far ahead of anything that had been done in this tine 
before for a special building, but that they were #0 far ahead 
in date that he didnot like to put them fy, 10 he placed them 
sccond. T advised him that somebody else who had don 
‘special building’ of the kind—which the Assessor had. not — 
‘ight be placed in the position of wsessor, Another was the 
the cave OF very important building, and «jury, without 
doubt, would have gone in dhe matter in a diferent way. 

‘tuppiort the suggestion that tis nat any radical change whic 
"winted in this clause, but stply a more emphatic guidance 















































igiven us to the value of « jury, ‘2 question of the fee 
‘which is paid to the assessor, I hope that might be to some 
extent reconsidered. In spite of the number of hours spent 
by the Comenitte in considering this matter, tis. vital point, 


tapecally o the younger membecs of the Tnattte, 
Should be more strongly recommended, and some 
bien 10 ther selection Nai 
Silt; WARREN + Would there be any objection wo inserting, 
after" Auessors” or of jury of Asensons 
MR. WELCH: You would not need " Astestrs "in dhat 
pose & jury. 
Mit WELCH ‘That is why we have left " Asessor, 
leaving itt the option ofthe promoters to have either one OF 


"MR. WARREN : I agree itis well to draw the attention’of 
promotors to the possibility of jury, unless you bold that the 
ppointment of two or more asiestors constitutes a jury. 
EMR WELCH : ‘Thats what we wish infer a this sage. 

tis a yery important matter, and before wi 
ali met sat general terms the Views ofthe Commitee ? 
‘We have given this matter much consideration, and we have a 
fctly open mind on. the question of whether or not the 
jury system or the individual assessor system is the right one 
‘the architect's point of view. Lam sure you will appre= 
ciate thie if we are to do our duty by the profession we must 
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MR, CUBITT: Tappreiate what Mr Welch tid about not 
{getting into difficulties with the promoters, and if we put the 
Sond Jury of Amore without some planation of wt 
‘is meant it will give the average town clerk who sees them the 
idea that we want to have a jury of twelve architects. If we 
‘are going to alter it, I suggest that, instead of altering it in the 
"sip compan jun comin ie mca 
sight be more safactry than cane et aes 
s WELCH" While Taare in peincipe with what Me; 
Cala ban sty and thou the Commitee mould be propane 
fe consider t fouraly, the question would aise 3 what 
Ca ora pe AE Tris difficult 9 know: 
where to dew the ine 
MR. CUBITT : I do not press that, only to make it clear 
that yor jar ned not be mare than thre opt 
MIC ASHLEY: Those Reyletions have Seen considered st 
length by the Committee, and that is why they have put into the 
fiat enue the appoimonent ofan Ate or Aseaorn Ase 
‘csors cover» Jryof to or tele, or any ner jou ike, 
professional or otherwise, and I feel very strongly, after the time 
the Commitee andthe Aled Societies hve vento tis and 
hav decided w pur jn this way that tit deceon shoe 
ot ighny overlooked 
MR WARREN © To atm jury "doe no haem, 
MR. LANCHESTER : ‘That is as mild as you could put it. 
Tag not think people would congider i meant twelve, they are 
inc conan mes mnt he, 
IR. H. T. JACKSON [4.] : " The selection of an Assessor 
‘or two or more Assessors to act asa Jury.” 
— LANCHESTER : Yes, that should come in the third 


‘The clause, as so amended, was carried. 

‘MR, WELCH : * The President ... Ausessors,” and Clause 
“ 3. The duties of an Assessor are as follows.” 'T move subs 
sections (a), (8) (€), (4), (e). All these clauses are the same 
the old » 

Carried. 

MR.WELCH: (/) "To inform . .. Promoters." ‘There: 

feeling latent in the mind of most promoters, particularly focal 























suthoritis and public bodies, that they mun aacep the ey 
Submitted sod placed fst by the asowors, whether they He 
itor not, and whether or not exactly meet the reqirenen 





‘Thiacleneiatnenn wtadicas ts ee tear eae 
selected most nearly inthe opinion of the asesees ete 
Cooalonn and regiations ft down in the ecrypanitar 
Tight oot nevertncen, exactly nec those coding ant thet 
thereore the promoters area bers wo request ie tao 
the succenful design soto mowfy Wat desis aba eh 
sto make it more neary eecord ith tha heaton 
‘hac they seed norjunt tke lees ivond pened ae 
Carried. 
43. Competitions sty be +. (4). 
recommended.” Great architectural importance ™ Kee beat 
deleted, and “ competitions for public works " inserted. (0) 
S54 (0 andthe sonore the reread peeoe in 
Me2G:GWINDOURNE [A]. These ie archi 
seis on the recommendation of the Predienct Aeteein 
whi WELCH Thue 
% z was not necessarily so intended. It 
hppens inthe conduc of peace dar ene tes 
te foararchitena oats fom a progpeatne oie a crete 
Sep Te an snc sou ae 
fouratchitecs in large proving town Tie noe ee 
‘engage any one of them offhand, becat 


fees 3 
dhioas. He, bowever, says," T would lke you tees or fous ib 


URNE : 1 understand that have aks 
in auch a competition; but would it not be sdveabhe Bere 











SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING 


clause to he added! suggesting that the President of the Institute 
recommends that in any limited competition where architects 
fare invited by the client the Institute be asked to suggest the 
‘names ofan equal numberso.as to makeitalightly more an open 


competition ? 
MR. WELCH : Trhink that would be undesirable. 


Pas 3) (a), @), (6) and the note were cacried, 
MR WEEE) 24 tie pumber ght sutie 
MICP-BURNETT? In Cluse 4 think the asessors might 
do soniething to minimise the work of competitions, as far as 
they eum, Often assessor putin clause with that object, 

‘MI WELCH: We have deate with that in a separate docu 
ment issued {0 astessors, called" Advice (0 Assessors," 

MR, WARREN: Ti should be "Unless the Assessors 

















advise,” 
‘MR. WELCI 
Carried, 
MR. WELCH : 5 is the same as in the previous Regula- 
tions, 
Carried. 


_MR. WELCH : (6) (a), (8), (2 are the same as if the pre- 
vious Regulations ts 
ied, 


MR. WELCH : (d) is the same as the first patt of this 
Clause in the old Regulations ; the second part of the old 
‘Clause we think to be unnecessary and liable to misconstruction ¢ 
‘we have, therefore, dropped it. 

THE CHAIRMAN : Is there any amendment to that ? 

MR.P. MARKS [Licentiate] : You will makeit"* Assessors,” 


plural ? 
Ni; WELCH : We will revise the Regulations generally in 
at ente, 

















Carried, 
MR. WELCH: (¢) Here for “violated " we have sub- 
stituted " disregarded.” * 
Carried, 
MR. WELCH: (J). 
aad, 
MR, WELCH : 7 is sin the previous conditions, 
Carried. 


MR. WELCH : Clause 8. In this clause carts 
Lithin fourteen day ofthe losing of 
lsonew. 


ne 
ce Exhibie 





Carried. 

MR. WELCH : ‘The next clause is slightly revised, In the 

ld Regulations the clause was mainly the anme, but the basic 
figure Was 1 ues Haing rise or own fea sie the 
‘war it would be grossly unfae to ask an assessor to do the work 
for the same fect before the war, therefore we have made the 


re fifty guineas, 
MR. WELCH : We can call t No.9. 
IR. P. V. BURNETT (4: ‘That lause does not differ- 
‘enti in any way as to the number of competitors, IE we 
fe 0 take the eave of the provincial cown with three or four 
architect, the asemsr is to recive the same fee for adjudicating 
{% another man for 100 sets of draveings. 

MR. WELCH : ‘These fees are not compuliory for assessors, 
they are customary. ‘This is the uvual fee, but it can be 
vaned under special conditions, In the limited competitions 
in provincial towns to which I referred the prospective client 

sets ay promoter and assessor. That is the usual course 
‘it takes, and | am afraid we cannot stop it. 

MR. LANCHESTER: It has hid considerable con- 

sideration, You must not complicate these things by putting 














1 number of provisos in them, Tt is merely to give an idea 
‘what the assessor should have, : 

MR. CUBITT « T would like to raise a point here, of which 
T have given notice to Mr, MacAlister. Tam 
suggestion in, the form of an amendment. Now! 
Regulations do we give guidance 0 
a5 to what the premium should be, of us have had 
unfortunate experiences in this respect. I call to mind 
limited competion, where, of he premiums given by. the 
promoters, the first was merged and the second was about 
Seti of the meer ee: et 1 do ot tik we ap 
complnin of promoters doing if we complained, 
they would say " Vou iasue Regulations, but you say nothing. 
bout this, and we iewas al ‘think itis very 
iweak of the Institute ; do not say is the fault of the Com 
Petitions Committee, or of the Council, but it is weak to go all 
these years and not’ make an attempt to see that we get a 
higher remuneration for thove who do not get placed first. T 

ie the public would pay it; they only want a litle reminder 
rable that a certain amount be paid in premiums. 
Lemay be allowed vn refer to some history on this question, 
When T'was joint Honorary Seeretry of the Practice Com: 
tes, some years aay we were concerned. with fees, We 
fete it was illogical for’ us to "carpet" some members for 
doing work for insufficient fees when the Institute ite, in 
ivy competitions, wav allowing a large number of members t» 
do a'ret dea of work fr finest po remuneration, een if 
‘Were successful in. getting a place ia the competition: 
‘We gor info touch with the Compertjons Commitee, and 
they agreed, at n joint meeting, to make a sort of scale of 
fer tte the athessor'a fees and the premiums 
Should be 1 percent” Ultimately the Count sured iedown. 
Tahall oot bring that forward again, beeause {think it could be 
gor in mother way. It i not unreasonable to say the third 
premium should approximate othe asewor's fee. We have an 
{unwritten rue that the second premium is double the third, and 
1 would not be unreasonable, in these Draft Regulations, 
to putin something mild in this form, which should be add 
Tehink, in this clase after nsseuor's foe : "There is no fixed 
tule ts'to the amounts of the premiums co be awarded, but 
is considered desirable that the third. premium should 
‘approximate in amount to the asiewsor's fee, and the second 
emium should be double the amount of the third prem 
ould that do any harm to the profesin 
Regulations? If that goes in as I move 5 
slftle unseat the name time, in rnsing the assessor's fee, 
tse T think he is not badly’ paid.” I you take the raised 
senor’ fee and say all your premiums mt be in 
‘with It, you would get a rather Targer premium in the sa 
Sompetitions than We can expect. I put it forward for dis- 
‘cussion that we should have some clause giving » sugges 
{o the amount to be awarded in premiums, and making the 
third premium ‘spproximate to the hiseswor's fee. Our own 
membern would. not-then feel. that’ these: Regulations put 
the atsemor ina very satisfactory position and leave the 
poor competitors very much out in the cold. 

MR. LANCHESTER : Could Mr. Cubitt’s proposal be 
included in the instructions 10 assessors ? 

‘THE CHAIRMAN : Tt has not been seconded. 

MR. BURNETT : [second it. Tt seems unfair that 
inadequate premiums in competitions should be allowed to go 
through by. the Competitions. Committee. When Wwe cote 
sider hit if the amount of work done by unsuccessful com= 
Bests were yale according the Insite see t would 

iy equal sum ion of {50,000 & Year, we 
Should surely sce that the nsuccemfal competitor receive 
‘much fairer treatment, U think the motion which han been 


















































i by Mr. Cubitt is very good indeed. T should like to go 


further and suggest that the second and third premiums 


3t3 
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should beara definite relation to the cost of the buiing, and 


1 percentage of that cost, 
Mik; WINBOURNE + The competitor placed fire receives 
‘no premium, and only second and third compeitors are given 


Premiums 

‘Mit. CUBITT; Allweactually get isthe second and third 
premiums over and above ordinary fees. Peshaps the Cha 
than af the Commitee might suggest accepting this. 

MR. WELCH: As tothe proporal for fixing «fractional 
figure asthe remunersion whlch. sueceeful competitors 
should expec, I'do not think the Comontice has considered 
Win quite the form put forward by Me, Cast Broadly, 
the Commitee has fle tht i order w got these Condition 
brouahe upto dite slong the est posable ine, fs dea able 
that what we have ca sy aall be sadn terme of cas ile 
‘posible, rather than ive the impression that we are Cn 
med not so nmuch for the beat inerents of the promoter 
Bator the inflaton of our wa fees andre thinkanydepar= 
bre from that would be bad,” feel—and perhaps members 
‘il el with me on lonking back over she past Bie ten Years 
“thatthe meanure of the increase which har been brought 
out inthe ratio of premium paid othe ant of the bul 
Kat heen very considerable. Bremiumoa pei to-day re 

in advence of what they Were eight ot ten Years apo. Fre 
‘Tucatly me ay committee arrive tthe sage when promoters 
Sly in tec “It you innat on say paying further fees, 1 vil 
fvcuptheideafacompettion’” Local wuthortesare prone 
fo hat,” We have toe very tctul and careful how we deal 
wrth these matters.” Beconalys we mut be secured aguinat 
Promoters being bie o natey in regard to these Conditions, 
They have been revised primary forthe purpose of increasing 
fers and thereby making srerytning mote expenses 1 thing 
dont wil be Deter treated nd the pubic sso wil fst shee 
elven better wrested, i thu matter i lefts before inthe 
Kd ft ters to et he bes remeron hey en 
cure forthe competence 

Mt, BURNETT: A definite figure might be sugested 
to te nttesor he righ be given same inwtrucions, 

MR-WELCH : Willyou leave it for the Committce to con= 
sider with the view to ting Wt forward in & definite frm in 
the Advice Atsenore? 

MR CUBITT T Yes, Iwill dosha 

Parseragh gies eivied. 

MR. WRILCH : Thernent dase,” fn the event «and the 
promot This har been dae expresly to” encourage 
mong those wove minds were revlving around the Jury 
fytce the employment oftmore than ons eeesor, and by 2 

at not to et down definite eat of fee but eaveitto the 
suction dhemelver to arrange with the promoters in ech 
She whatecrsbould be pri 

Garied. : 

MR. WELCH : ‘The lant clause in, "The Conditions of 
‘Competition .. affixed thereto.” At the Committee's meet 
te tergon ie ae hed eau orm sme sure 


think, the Liverpool ins should 
fend jnunt have the Common Seal axed. hs question of 
Séaling ie not favoured by local authorities as it should be, 
Je Commitee considers winer that the word sould 
RR ELCOCK : 1 agreed with Mr, Welch about not insist 
ing ujon * musts but L take 1 that legally, ifthe question 
{Sime up and the Competitons Committee were asked, they 
‘Gould Haye to decide that they mnt be sealed” Ata Cotport- 
‘om mctng te guration wa debated ana they ta the ek 

mun puton the seal. 

PAVELLCH : Weshould stand frm on chat, 
oes Gated. 


‘THE CHAIRMAN : As there have been amendments, 1 
ow put these ms asa whole. 
MR-EASTON : Isis 




















‘ofan additional clause ? 1 think the principle which wil nd 
favour with most competitors i that hey should have some aay 
In the doction ofthe eecieors end therclore propane scleusa 
of thin kind might be considered: "That « Panel o Assesors 
Should be eected mri by the Twit, fron whith te 
President should, when called upon, select an Ausestor of 8 
Turyof Assewors”™ 

MMR. WELCH ; Mr. Easton’s proposal cannot form part 
ofthe Requlstone promoting arehitectural competitions, but a 
4 consierstion for the Practice Committee ie might Be worth 
the consideration of the ‘Committee as auch,” It exnnot be 
Incorporated in thee Regulations. 

‘The Regulations as 8 whole were thea carried. 





[The Regulations os revieed willbe published ia thenetinsbe 
of the Journat.--Eo.) ip 


Allied Societies 


SOUTH WALES INSTITUTE AT CARDIFF. 
‘The annual dinner of the South Wales Institute of 
Architects was held on 28 March, The President, Mr. 
Percy ‘Thomas [F.], presided, and was supported by the 
Lord Mayor of Cardiff (Alderman Sydney Jenkins), the 
Mayor pare re (Councillor Charles F, Williams), and. 
Messrs, J, fred Gotch, F.S.A. (President of the 
RLB.A,), Ian MacAlister, B.A, (Secretary of the 
R.LB.A.), J. E. Partridge (President of the Society of 
Architects) CL feArthur Butler (Secretary of the Society 
of Architects), Princi A. H. Trow (University College, 
Cardiff), Charles Coles, B.Sc., Gilbert Shepherd (Presi- 
dent of the Cardiff Chamber of Trade), Councillor A, ye 
Howell, Albert K. Foy (President of the South Wi 
Society), I. J. Chorley, .B., Isaac Watkins, James EB. 
‘Turner, J.P. (Chief Constable of Cardiff), 
} ¢.. oi bs N(R ied « meats Douglas 
duncan, John ries (Cs ind William omas 
Cn a 
resident submitted the toast of “The Royal 
Institute of British Architects ; the Socict it 
sade Me Sori ity of Architects, 
ir, J. A. Gotch, responding, said there should be one 
authoritative body behind architects in, theit dealings 
ve public and public authorities, and in maintainir 
a high standard of professional conduct. ihe 
Mr, J. E. Partridge said the lay-out of Cardiff was 
sufficient for the envy of other places, 
site Francis Nee responded. 
toast of “ Our Guests was given by 1 Je 
Herbert Jones, F.S.A., and the Lord eager! tha & 
So M-P., and Mr. I. J. Chorley responded. 
arrangements were in the hands of the hon, 
‘secretary (Mr. Ivor P. Jones, S.W.LA. 













































REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMIS: 

FIRE BRIGADES AND FIRE PREVENTION, 
The attention of the Science Standing Commit 
having been drawn to Mr, Percival M. Frasers eritique 
of the above Report printed in the Journal of the 
RILBA. on 26 January 1924, the Committee desire 
it to be known that ‘the views expressed in that 
critique are Mr. Fraser’s own and are not to be taken 

as the official opinion of the R.I.B.A, 
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OBITUARY 


‘THE WALLS AND GATES OF PEKING. 


‘An extremely interesting collection of photogravures 
ad seale denyings of the cit 
ras 





Obituary 


GEORGE LETHBRIDGE [FJ 

Mr. George Lethbridge died, in his seventy-seventh year, 
on the 27 February. He was educated in the house of 
the Rector of Beaworthy, Devonshire, and was articled 
to Mr, W, H. Reid at Plymouth. He eame to London at an 
‘early age, where he practised architecture for more than 
half a century. He designed and carried out several 
the Protyrcens Chuch & Redk the Preabeesan 

res at l, 

Church at Camden Town and the Presbyterian Mission 
Church at Somers Town. He designed the Hornsey 
Cottage Hospital, which he won in competition, and added 
the Borough War Memorial in the form of an 
‘entrance hall, panelled in oak, on which are inscribed the 
2 to this he had recently designed a new 
Wat Memorial Extension, which is now in course of 
erection. He was architect to the Warehousemen, Clerks 
and Drapers’ Schools, Purley,and had been for some years 
‘engaged in the reconstruction of these schools—including 
several extensions, a recent one being the new science 
block which is also now in course of erection. He designed 
some large office buildings for the River Plate Trust, Loan 
and Agency Co,, which were erected in Buenos Ayres, and 
‘alto the Telegraph Offices in the same city. 
Amongst his domestic works is the mansion, No. 18, Park 
Lane, which he carried out at cost of over £40,000. 


JOHN WATSON [F] 

Mr. Watson was born in 1853. He was trained under 
the late Sir Rowand Anderson, with whom he remained 
a¥.an assistant for several years. He commenced practice 
in 1888, and was appointed Head of the Architecture 
Section in the Edinburgh College of Arton its reorganiza- 
tion in 1908, a post which he resigned in 1914. On two 
‘occasions he'was President of the Edinburgh Architectural 
Association. At the time of his death he was a member 

Council of the Incorporation of Architects in 
Soot Me Waton was elected » Fellow of the 
Society of Antiquaries of Scotland in 1994, and a Fellow 
Pe the Roval Institute of British Architects in 1906, and. 
hhad ser ‘a member of the Institute Council. 











W. E. WILLINK [F] 

Me. William Edward Willink, whose death ossucred 
after a serious operation, was one iverpool’s most 
prominent architects. He was born in 1896 at ‘Tran: 
mere, where his father, the Rev. Arthur Willink, for many. 
‘years was vicar of St. Paul’s Church. 

‘He began his education at Liverpool College, and from 
tinguished himsel by perenne in lapecy aad 

in 
ppg a tna a 
ri is i rith Mr. ‘Waterhouse, 
R.A., he came to Liverpool and set up in practice for Limes 
self in 1882. ‘Two years later he was joined by the late 
Mr. Philip C. Thicknesse and is 
of Willink & Thicknesse, their fruitful and distir 





Liverpool University, Lancaster County 
Hypa td unde rach aks for he Bn of ve 


‘They also did « large amounit of ecclesiastical work, and 
contributed much beautiful work to the internal decora- 
tions of ocean liners for the Cunard Steam Ship Co, and 
the Booth Steamship Co. 

Mr. Willink was elected an Associate Member of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects in 1885 and a Fellow 
in 1898. He was also President of the Liverpool Archi- 
tectural Society from 1897 to 1899. 

In 1930, Mr. Willink was joined in partnership by Mr. 
Harold A.'Dod, and practised under the style of Willink 
& Dod, ‘In conjunction they were responsible for the 
reconstruction of the Liverpool and London and Globe 
Insurance Co.'s offices, Liverpool, internal decorations 
of steamship for the Cunard Steam Ship and the Anchor- 
Donaldson Line, Messrs. W. Vernon & Son's offices in 
the Cunard Building, and sundry war memorials, ete, 

Although his professional career was such a full one, 
Mr, Willink found time to take an active part in public 
Ie, _Forsisteen year he wat armember ofthe Liverpool 
City Council and for three years occupied a place on 
aldermanic bench. He was chairman of the old Tech- 
nical Instruction Committee and for several years was 
chairman of the Estate Committee. For many years he 
‘was chairman of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal Company, 
a member of the General Committee of the Liverpool 
Cathedral and for some years was chairman of the Mersey 
‘Mission to Seamen, trustee of the Blue Coat School, and 
hon. treasurer of the Liverpool Country Children’s Fund, 

Mc. Walink was ong ofthe olde members ofthe bench, 
having been appointed in 1893. 

His wife, who survives him, was a daughter of the late 
Colonel H. Brabazon Urmston. He leaves two sons and 
three daughters. 
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‘An Raster tour has been arranged by the Garden Cities 
and Town Planning Association to the Dordogne, a Tittle 
known district of peculiar interest to architects and town- 
planners. ‘The party will leave London on the Wednes- 
day before Easter, 16 April, and will return in the 
‘week-end 26-38 April. Among the towns visited will 
be Cahors, famous for the most beautiful example of a 
thirteenth ‘century bridge in existence, its palaces built 
by Pope John XXII., and many other striking buildings ; 
Rocamadour, Montpasir, a perfect example ofthe astide 
towns built by Edward'I. to secure his conquests in 
France and Perigueux, which, like Cahors, is of Roman 
of pre-Roman foundation, and contains the famous 
church of St, Front. 

Full details of the tour will be sent on application to 
the Secretary, Garden Cities and ‘Town Planning Associa 
tion, 3, Gray's Inn Place, London, W. 


NOTES FROM ‘THE MINUTES OF THE 
COUNCIL MEETING, 


17 Mancnt 1924. 
R.LBA, Essay Prize. 
‘The annual value of this prize was increased from 
a5 guineas to £50. 


‘Tim Rovan Awriuumy Wan MeMoniat. 
It was decided to appronch the Fine Arts Camimission 
with regard to the site of the Memorial, 














Pnorassionat. Conpucr, 
‘Three members having infringed the rule of pro~ 
fessional conduct which protects a member from attempts 
to supplant him in his employment, one of them was 
censured and suspended for twelve months, one was 
censured and suspended for vix months, and the resigna- 
tion of the third was accepted. 


Newnuny Bunce Bye-Laws. 
It was decided to communicate with the Ministry: of 
Health in support of the Berks, Bucks and Oxon Archi- 
tectral Asiociatio’s appeal aguas an preaive Bye- 





‘Tint Mancunstan Soctrry ov Ancittracrs. 
‘The admission of the Burnley District Society of Archi- 
tects as 4 branch of the Manchester Society was approved. 


Retxsrarmnesr, 
‘Mr, J. S. Heath [F,] and Mr. J. F, Schofield [41] were 
ed. 








Notices 


‘THE TWELFTH GENERAL MEETING. 

‘The Twelfth General Meeting (Ordinary) of the 
‘Session Sansa we held on Monday, 14 April ro24, 
St8 pom, for the following purposes +— 

‘To read the Minutes of the General Meeting (Ordinary) 
held on 31 March 1924; formally to admit members 
attending for the first time since their election. 

‘To read the following t, “ Modern Dutch Archi- 
tecture,” by Mr. D. F. Slothouwer. 
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R.LB.A. VISIT'TO KENSINGTON PALACE. 

By the kind permission of H.M. Office of Works a 

visit to. Kensington Palace has been arranged by the 

Art Standing Committee, to take place on Saturday 

afternoon, 26 April. Members and Licentiates who wish. 

to attend should apply to the Secretary R.I.B.A, xs soon. 
as possible. 


‘THE ANNUAL DINNER, 1924. 

It has been decided by the Council that the Annual 
Dinner of 1924 is to be held on Tuesday, 6 May, at 6.30 
for 7 p.m.,at the Trocadero Restaurant, Piccadilly, W. 
‘A number of distinguished guests are expected, and 
hoped tha a large numberof members wil be resent, 

price of tickets is £1 115, 6d, for members and for 
members’ guests (inclusive of wines and cigars), It 
‘would be a convenience if members would kindly give 
the names of their guests when applying for tickets. All 
applications, with cheques, should be addressed to the 
tary. 

Early application would greatly facilitate the arrange 
ments ; and if members would send an intimation to the 
Secretary some days beforchand sis to the friends near 
‘whom they deaite to sit, every endeavour will be made, 
‘when arranging the plan of the tables, to meet their wishes 
1s far as possible, 


R.1,B.A. DIPLOMA IN TOWN PLANNING. 

‘The examination for the R.1,B.A. Diploma in ‘Town 
Planning sill be held for the first time on Wednesday, 
‘Thursday and Friday, 15, 16 and 17 October, and on 
Monday, 20 October 1924. 

Candidates applying for admission must be either 
Fellows, Associates or Licontiates of the R.LB.A., and 
applications must be made before 31 May 1934, 
Forms of application for admission containing the 
Reguliions and Sylabus may be obianed at the 


























B.A. INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATION. 

‘The Intermediate Examination will be held on 23, 26, 
a7 and 29 May 1924, ‘The closing date for receiving forms 
of application and ‘Testimonies of Study is 25 April 


INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON ARCHITEC- 
"TURAL EDUCATION, 

‘The Congress will be held at the R.I,B.A. from 28 July 
to 1 August inclusive. A detailed’ programme of the 
papers to be read and the functions to be held in con~ 
ection with the Congress is being drawn up and will be 
circulated to members in due course. ‘The Membership 
‘Ticket will be 105, 6d. 

CRICKET MATCH. 

‘The Architectural Association Cricket Club 
challenged the R.I.B.A, to a cricket match, to be pla 
on the A.A. ground at Boreham Wood ‘on Saturday, 
raJuly. Mr. M. H.C. Doll [41] has kindly consented to 
raise the team to represent the R. and would be 
glad to hear from any playing members’ who would be 
willing to take part. Mr. Doll’s address is 5 Southampton 
Street, Bloomsbury, W.C.1. 











ELECTION OF MEMBERS 


INTERNATIONAL BUILDING TRADES" 
EXHIBITION, 1024. 
pe Ths International Building ‘Trades’ Exhibition wil 
ned at Olympia on Friday, 11 April, at 12 noon by 
the Re Hon, John Wheatley, MiP, Minister ot Healt 
Mr. J. Alfred Gotch, F.S.A., President R.LB.A,, will 
take the chair at the opening ceremony. 

A compli ticket of admission is enclosed 
with this issue of the Jounvat, and the presentation of 
this ticket at Olympia during the Exhibition will ensure 
the payment of 1s. to the Architects’ Benevolent Society 
by the organisers of the Exhibition, 

‘The Exhibition will be open daily between the hours of 
11a.m, and 9 p.m. and will close on 26 April. 











EXHIBITION OF THE CAIRO HOSPITAL COM- 
PETITION DRAWINGS. 

‘The drawings submitted by the following Competitors 
in the Qasr-cl-Aini Hospitul, Cairo, Cc tition will be 
exhibited in the R.I.B.A. Gallery from Monday, 7 April, 
to Thursday, 17 April — 

Messrs, H, Percy Adams und Charles Holden. 

Mesrs, Henry V. Ashley and F. Winton Newman, 

Messrs, J. ‘T. Cackett and R, Burns Dick, 

‘Mr. E. Vineent Harris, 

Mews. H, V. Lanchester, T. Geoffry Lucas and 
'T.A. Lodge. 

Messrs. William and ‘T. R, Milburn, 

‘Messrs, Charles Nicholas and J. E, Dixon-Spain 
(photographs only), 

Messrs, William A. Pite, Son and Fairweather. 


‘Mr, J. Reginald ‘Truelove. 
‘The exhibition will be open daily between the hours 
6f 10a.m. and 6 p.m, (Saturday, 12th, and Thursday, 17th, 


1pm). 


Election of Members 


axp JUNE 1924, 

following applications for election have been 
received. Notice of any objection or other communica- 
tion respecting the candidates must be sent to the Secre~ 
tary for submission to the Council prior to Monday, 
5 May 193 








AS FELLOWS (14). 
Conidae endings Frambis, clings Recon 
lings, Reading’; Froombeld, c 
Reding eens 
Grant : Jone Pevun Divert (A, 1920], Bute Estate Chambers, 
oe ‘Street, Cardiff ; “ Morningsic Dynas Powis, 


Kwaer-Fistien; Awratn Beorono [4. 1914), 133 Ebury 
Street, Wentminner, Sarr Sk Stang) Abbow 
‘Terrace, Wit4. 

Laxostax : Henenr (4. 1999], 14 Hoghton Street, South- 
ort 10 Balfour Rade Soshport 

Lawnmce : Gronae Cuuncits, n3v.s. (4, 1806), 25 Orchard 
Street, Brinol ; Clifton Grove, Clifton Hill, Clifton, 


Mesnows: Carrans Sanom, Dovotss [4. 1913}, Chiet 
‘Architect to Municipality of Singapore, Strait’ Setle= 
ent 

Menninan’: Hanotn Tax (4. 1911), 4 Staple fon, Holborn, 
W.Ca ; 7 Willield Way, Golders Green, N:Watt, 

Miner: Gvonan, Aven C4 1950, 99" Repent Street, 
Wir; Dun-Baline" Castlebar Park, Eating, Wag. 

Ricuauos': Francis Accuses, ata, Oxon. (A, 19s), 60 
"Patton Street, Westyninstet, S.W.r +53 Campden Hill 

Sumpino Axe Wiutust[4. ro). New Co 

were *” Anruon Wit ta |, New County Hall, 
Suen; 45 Bratefond Road, Tale fi SW 

Snag As gtaxomn (4, 920,16 Hart Sey Hloombury 
Square, W.C-r | foChurch Crescent, Muswell Hil, Nots- 

aap Aigo Ken ter tein ulding, New 

ide Stect, Neweast-ontyne ; 35 Spring ‘Terrace, 
North Shielde. 

Waiguis + Euomenicx Enxesr [4. 189r], 34 Henrietta Stret, 
Covent Garden, W.C2; ') Drayton Gardens, South 
Kensington, 8 W.20, 

Wiis: Genats Bactuty, sc, (4.1908), 7 Stone Buildings, 
Lincoln's ton, Wier” Wolter’ Cottage, Marlow 
Gomimon, Busha, 

AS ASSOCIATES (3). 

Arruvm: Erte Ross, aanctt. Liverpool (pawed five yours’ 
‘course at Liverpool University School of architecture 
exempted from Final Examinstion after prsing Exar 
tion'in Profesional Practice, Depastinent of Arch 
tecture, University of Toronto, Torooto, Canede, 

Mostun: Donia (passed, five year!” courte. at "Liverpool 
University School of Architecture—exempted from Beal 
Examination after passing Examination in. Profewona) 
Practice}, Rest Cottage, Upper Colwyn Bay, N. Wales 

Wirnsipn: ' Waren Jack. [Special " Examination}, P10. 
Hox bos, Bulawayo, Rhodesia 


AS HON. ASSOCIATE (1). 
Faun : Oscan, O.n.n., 0.80.4 § South Street, B.C. 


AS HON. CORRESPONDING MEMBERS (5). 

Buvntonen: Consuexnatoms Cant, ata. (Member of the 
Royal Academy of Art, Copenhagen), Osterbrogadi 173, 
Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Fer: ‘Du, Pur! Hany, 

Nononactx : Puormson Oxar, Trondhjem, Norway. 

Smavare Buin, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 

ichigan, . 

Storuouwm : Dine Fumie, P.C,Hooftstraat 143, Amster- 

‘dams, Holland, 


Competitions 


NURSES' HOME, ETC, COMPETITION, 
KINGSTON-ON-THAMES. 

‘The President of the Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects has nominated Mr. Alan E. Munby, F.RILB.A., us 
Assessor in this Competition. 

HEREFORD MARKET BUILDING 
COMPETITION, 

‘Members and Licentiates of the Royal Institute ‘of 
British Architects must not take part in the above com- 
ppetition because the conditions are not in accordance 
‘with the published Regulations of the Royal Institute for 
Architectural Competitions. 

Tax MacAListm, Secretary. 
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Competitions (cond) 
ac Himgory: Manert Bonnoso, 
te 1 fio issued, 4 April 1924. 

Closing earsons Masonte: Masonia. BURLDE, 

Sir Edwin Lutyens, RA. (F], appointed one of the Asses- 
som by the President, 6 February 1924. Conditions not yet 
Spproved by the Competitions Commities. 

‘Al E, Mosby {F] eppoineed Ausewor, 17. March 

Mr, . Munby (F a) 
1924. Conditions ‘not yet approved by the Competitions 

MIDoLzsma0t jou: Coxstanrine ‘Tecunicat CoLLecr. 

Mn Percy ‘Thomas, O.B-E. [F}, appointed Assesior 28 
January 1924. Conditions ot yet approved by the Competi- 
Hons Commitee. 

Vauuerta: Lav-our Soma. 

Mr, Edward’ Po Waren, FSA. (FJ) and Professor 
Patrick Abercrombie [4] ‘appointed Joint—Assessors, 21 
February. toss, Conditions not yet approved by the Com- 
petitions Committee, 

Por Taisor: Wax Mesoniat. 

ving ate, 7 Apa ise, Condtone no yt approved 
by the Competitions Committee. 

‘Be? ‘Braproro ; Masonic Terie. 

Closing date, 30 June t9s4._ Conditions not yet 
approved by the Competitions Committee. 

W. Alesieke Harvey" ZA] sppotnid, Assan, 14 

Mr. W. ce Hawey, 1). sPpoia 5 
March ozs, Conditions not yet approved by the Com> 
petitions Committee. 


Mawcussren: Anr Gautexy. 

Dr, Perey Worthington (FJ, Mr. Paul Waterhouse, F.S.A. 
Vand Profesor C. H. Reilly, O.B.E. (FJ, Assessors, 
ditions not yet api ns Committee. 


Members’ Column 


FORMATION OF PARTNERSHIP. 

Ma Twowas Cooumn, Architect and Surveyor, of 7 St. Pants 
linia Bedlords and Slatket Chambers, Digglewade, bas taken 
inl pitnentiy Me BC le aad Sureyrtnde th le of 
‘SiBie to pracue ss Anhitec c 
‘eGo Seek gt pet. Fauts Sqeave, Bedond nd Market 
‘Chambers, Bagleswade, Peds 

‘Mu. C, Casrniow (4,1 taken nto partnenhip Mr: €: Berson 
lt” Gitta wal ace under Ue 1 Gastclow, 
RRIBA," Architect and Surveyor, ro Park Row, Leeds 

APPOINTMENTS WANTED. 

AREA. (38) desis appointment with architect ia Londoo, 
with Vide (p) partnerstip, with general experience; highest 
Mi meer Somelane Lectuter in, Architecture, Univenity, of 
Eiverpoot—Apsly Box 2634, clo Secretary RILBA, 9 Conduit 
Steet, Londons Wt 

EE TRA. (8), with varied experience London and abroad, 
deine Asstuatchip. with ‘view "to Partnenbip or, interest 
‘Seathe Countle peered, at nt wena —APpIy Bak 234, 
Sia Secretary ALBA, 9 Conduit Street, Wt. 


Very wide experience, Design, 
ae sea ee ssunveying. Highest 

















surweying elerencese 
Sax sass, co Secmtary KALBA, 9 Conduit Stet, Wot. 
RP TBA, with varied experience, would undertake work in 
Adis or Sivurbs on behalf of provioclal or Scottish architect, 
Londen eigiad to do work it his own ofice for any Londos 
or euld Sine requise. temporary help—Apply Box 3603, c/o 
Eeeetary RLLBLA.»9 Conduit Street, Ws 

SGT, ol experince desires Asistantship with view to 
Pattacihipror would take over existing practice owner iy 
Ee inog isom active work-—Apply Box s3t2, co Secretary 
ALBA. 9 Condult Street, Wet. 
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PARTNERSHIP WANTED. 
ARLBA. (59) desires partnership with established architect 
fn the West Riding or East Const of Yorkshire, Practical expe 
lence in factory constriction, schools (under County 
Council) Licensed houses And yeneral practice —Apply Box 1424 
co Seomtiary RLB.A, 9 Condit Street, Londoo, Wet. 
PRACTICE OR PARTNERSHIP WANTED, 
Associate (j7) a€ present ta Landon partnership desires, to 
mgve into provinces and to parchase practice or pariaceship. 
Shine asta, c/o Secretary RLB.A., 9 Conduit Street, Wt. 
ERIBA. (10), succesfal practitioner, seeks partnership or 
practice. "Southern Counties prefered.” Capital available. Iter- 
Bow is_London.—Box Nor i334, clo Secretary RBA. 9 
Condit Street, London, Wt. 
ROOMS WANTED. 
ia to Amalie (amare woth! be lad to barf anyone 
Iii eke thee umn ould be ublet living aecoumocat 
oon rich or arty fused and forsee 
woul Reply Box 334, at 
Teecaee Ree re 2 eer 


Minutes XIV 


Sesuon 1923-1924. 


At the Eleventh General Meeting (Ordinary) of the Session 
soagcape4, ald on Monday, 31 March 1034, at 8 pn. Mr. 
vi ‘Gotch, ESA, Breident, and, later, Mr. Walter 
Gave [FJ], in the chair. “The attendance book was signed by: 
38 Fellows (including’cight members of the Counc), 39 
Associates (ncluding: two members of the Counc), "two 
Licentites, nd many visitors. 

“The Minutes of the Meeting held on 17 March ro24, having 
been taken a read, were confirmed an signed bythe Chairman 

“The Hon, Secretry announced the decease of the fallowing 


‘Me, Albert Edward Murray, R.HLA., elected a Fellow 1889, 
‘und placed an the list of Retired Fellows in 1923. Mr. Murray 
‘wa & Pant President ofthe Royal Insitute of the Architects of 
Ireland and represented that body on the R.LB.A. Council 
sign the Seng ft gn Aor: 

‘Avgotinn 685, Fellow 1808. in 

f, Charles Stuart Delfosse, elected Associate 1882, 

it. William Charles Anteliffe, elected Associate 1909, 

Pe eel William Key, elected Licentiate 1912, 
it was Resolved that the regrets of the Royal Institute 

for the loss of these members be reearded in the Minutes and 
that a menage of sympathy and condolence be conveyed 12 
*eNteL HLS. Goodhare-Rendel having reads paper on" Eng 
lish, Gothic: Architecture of the Nineteenth Century ™ and 
‘illustrated it by lantern slides, a discussion ensued, and on the 
motion of Professor A. Beresford Pite (FJ, seconded by Pro- 
{fessor A. M. Hind, Slade Professor of Fine Art in the Uni 
Yersity of Oxford, a vote of thanks was passed to Mr. Good 
hart-Kendel by acclamation, and was bei ed to. 

"The Chairman called attention to the Exhibition of drawings 
and photograph of the Walls and Gates of Peking, lent By 
Professor Osvald Sirén, of Stockholm, and also to the photo- 
graphs illustrating the successful design in the competition 
for the National War Memorial of Viewria. 

"The proceedings closed at 10.20 p.m. 


Date of Pike A, JOURNAL 

ta ication —1923 =—r0th, 24th Ni 

aand December. ge. 18th, 36th Janay pike aaed Bee 
funny Sth sand March: sth, ah Analy toh, 24th May 
7h ahh Panes iy; 16th August;’ 2oth ‘September 
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Report of theCouncil for the Official Year 1923-1924 


INCE the publication of the last Annual Report the Council have held 20 Meetings. 

S ‘The following Boards and Committees appointed by the Council have met and reported from 
time to time on the matters referred to them >— 

New Howsing Pee Sele Comite, 





Charter and Bye-Laws Committee. 
Competitions Committee. 
Fellowship Drawings Committee. 
Finance snd House Committee. 








Housing, Committee. pers 
Joins Commitce on Reinforced Concrete. Shortage of Silled Building Labour Committee. 
indon Building Acts Contmittee. ‘Town Planning Committee. 


Particulars of the work of these Boards and Committees, so far as they are available for publication, 
are embodied in this Report. 
Obituary. The losses by death have been as follows >— 
Howoaamy Astoctsrs. 
Hosorsmy Commstosnnsc Mexmens. 
Arbiw y ‘Tremanti: Don Fernando De Suénf= Comte Paul (Petrograd). Stuers: Chevalier Alphonse de (Hol- 








(Madrid). Serrure; Edmund Constant (Ghent). land), 
Belmis : Don Mariano (Madrid). Wickman : Gustaf (Stockholm), 
Fantows. 
Atkinson : Robert Frank, Higginbottomn : Walter. 
Clyne = Arthur Howitt = Job, 
Collier : Robert William. Kerr: Robert Henry. 
Cordesux : Herbert John Charles Lethbridge; George. 
Darling = Frank, Maddison - Joseph Clarkson. 
wvidson % Mellon : ‘Thomas John. 
Morton : Joseph Fall 
Everard : John B. (Resigned 1911). Poynter : Sir Ambrose, Bart 





Fennell : William Jobin (Resigned 1920) Purchase - Edward Keynes 
Pints A 
Rermen Fetowi. 


Lemon: Sir James. Murray: Albert Edward, RELA. 
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AsociaTes. 
Antclife: Wiliam Chasles Mundy : ‘Thomas Edward. Smith: David Forbes. 
Baxter James Alexander Manson, Philips: Aubrey Wyndham. Smith: Harry James 
n Robimon Maria jorge Harty Mack 
I. Robi j corge larry Madi: 
Saunders | Martin Luther, cara. 
Hesketh : Peter, Shrewsbury : Edward J- + Walter, 
Licexriarss. 
xn + Willie, Lowe: James. ‘Thomson : Henry. 
Higginson : Henry. Han Ea Lani Walton: Robert Elio. 
Key? John Willis, ‘MeGovern Joseph Henry. Wilon : Anthony. 
Tange? Perey Dean. Seley: Avtiur Arnold. 


Membership, ‘The following table shows the Membership and Licentiateship of the Royal Institute 
compared with the preceding five years 
Fellows, Amociates,Licentiates. Hon. Fellows, Hon. Associates. H.GM. etd. F's. ‘Total. 





1919 B34 1720 1836 10 46 45 6 4534 
1930 863 1770 3715 is 4 e 4 4490 
x93 969 232 2537 rf 45 # B 4079 
1922 969 Ber 1 a 4B 38 45 4810 
1033 ob 3316, 17408 10 54 « a 484 
1934 oe 3.335 13368 i 4 38 55 4837 


During the official year since the last Annual General Meeting 47 Fellows and 116 Associates have. beon 
elected, as against 35 Fellows and 178 Associates in the previous year. 

Of the 958 Fellows whose names appear in the current KALENDAR 408, or 42 per cent., were elected 
from the Associate Class, 183, or 19 per cent., were elected from the Licentiate Class after examination, 
356, or 37 per cent., were elected without examination under the conditions which existed before the 
grant of the Charter of 1909, and r1, or less than 1 per cent.,. were elected by the Council under Clause 2 
of the Charter of 1909. Of the 2,352 members of the Associate Class 1,041, or 44 per cent., have been 
elected since the date of the Armistive. 


The Allied The membership of the Allied Societies, as given in the last iseue of the KALENDaR, now 
Societies. reaches a total of 4,542, including 1,134 Members and 413 Licentiates of the Royal Institute. 
‘The membership of the Architectural Association is now 1,587, including 657 Members and 81 
Licentiates of the Royal Institute 

‘The Council have had the pleasure of admitting to alliance the Ulster Society of Architects, the Burma 
Society of Architects, the Association of Transvaal Architects, and the Singapore Society of Architects, 


Asewors, Since the issue of the last Annual Report, the following Assessors have been appointed 
on the President’s nominatio 
‘Northumberland Road (Newcastle) Baths—Mr, Alfred W. S. Cross [F.]. 
‘Leeds Corporation : Libraries—Dr. Percy 5. Worthington [F)] 
Dudley Public Hall—Mr. W, Curtis Green, A.R-A. [F.]. 
Miksa Ar Galery Se ober Lanier, AA) 


Me. Walter Tapper 
‘Pra Public Hall Sr A. Heatvell Thome (F BS se 
Armstrong Ci ary, Newezatle-upon<Tyne—Mr, H. M, Fletcher [F. 
Barton-upoti-Irwell (Manchester) Hospital—Me, W. A Pite [F. x 
Ealing Weslevan Church, Sunday School and Hall—Me. R- J. Williams [F3, 
Holmside and South Moor Collieries Cottage HospitalMr.‘T. R. Milburn [), 
‘Dundee Central School—Mr. John Arthur (Licentiate), 

Gillingham (Kent) ‘Tawn Hall and Municipal Offices—Mr. H. V, Lanchester [F-), 
Constantine Technical College, Middlesbrough—Mr, Percy Thomnas, O.B E. (Fj. 
‘Muonic Memorial Building, London—Sic Edwin Lutyens, R.A. [F, 

‘Valletta Lay-Out—Mr, Edward Warren [F'] and Professor Puttick Abercrombie [4.). 
Kingston-on-Thames Nurses’ Home, ete.—Mr. Alan E, Munby (F']. 

Harrogate Infirmary—Mr. 8. D. Kitson (F 

Coventry War Memorial—Mr, William Haywood (FJ. 


During the year the President has appointed the following Members to act as Arbitrators 
in connection with building disputes ;— : 






























Axbiteators, 
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Mr. Wm. G. Hunt 
Mr. L. Kitchen [F]. 

Mr. G. C, Lawrence [4]. 
Mr. E. W. B. Scott [4]. 








Mr. H. les-Wood [F.]. 
Fis Mr. W. S!Skinne: (F). 
‘Sir Banister Fletcher [F.]. i 
Me Sanley Hamp (F). Sylncy Tugwell (2) 
MMe Et Herel Lice. ih A, 
Grants. Since the issue of the last Annual Report the Council have made the following grants :— 





‘The Architectural Associaton Endowment < its 0 8 
Funds Bee ty TasIel e at E 80 
“The Architectural Association Sketch Book” "43 15 9 ‘The Franco-Beitish Union of Architects 35 9 
British Engineering Standards Awociation 7 ‘3 9 jon Fund i014 9 
Preservation Fund” 10 108 


‘The Royal ‘The Royal Gold Medal for Architecture for the year 1923 was awarded to Sir John J. Burnet, 
Gold Medal. A.R.A., R.S.A., and was presented to him at the General Meeting on 23 June 1923. This 
year the Council nominated Professor W. R. Lethaby for election as Royal Gold Medallist. For reasons 
‘f a personal nature Professor Lethaby declined the nomination and the election was not proceeded with. 


During the Session the Council have made the following appointments of Members to 
Appointments. represent the Royal Institute on the various bodies or for the purposes indicated :— 
Rovat Acaneny Coxrenmct oN Tux Crry Cuuncitss—Mr. Paul Waterhouse [PJ and Mr, Arthur Keen [F] (Additional 
TA TEGO TAL Cr vias bea Tove Puss Exnserreen: Goraemtems, 1625’ Bapeioed Us we. 
Hex Geaem Come. ron tue Nerina Recon oF Patna —Sir. H. D. Sai Wood (P] and Me. C. H. 
leatheote [F] 
‘ort 


Varexwonks Asoctarion, Conpmmince ox Moon. Bye-taws—Mr. Max Clarke (FJ and Mr. P.M. Fraser (FJ. 
Ancuirracts: aNp Scavevors' Arpnovip Soctery, Cosoirrrex OF MANAGEMENT —Mr. Herbert Shepherd [F] and Mr. Ian 
MacAlister (Secretary LBA. 
‘CouNcuL or THe Buirisi Scoot. ar Rostz—Sir Reginald Blomfield, RA, Lite. [F J. 
ate, BNESH Warerwonss Asocianion, Sraxone Cosrrrar ox Watax Raottarions Mr, H. D. Seares-Wood (Band 
c.PM. Fraser 
Conran Gr Bun.nens ao Maaracrones ox Waren Frrnsce—Mt.P. M. Fre (FJ. 
Rroismuarion oF Euacrucat. Conraactons Reoisrearion Boano—Mr. Max Clarke [F] and Mr. Alan E. Munby (F). 
Bruni Esorweenso Stawnaane Asoctsron, Secronat Cosnarrst ow Cosmet “Mz. Digby 1 Solomon [2 
rcp Na Botsrmrs Isrts Bune, Cowranscx ox Coca Beacastris Sir Edward Waren [F] snd Me Halsey 
card [F 
Usiveirre op Lospow Ancutrecronat. Eoveariow Cosparrrm—Mr. Paul Waterhouse [FJ and Mr. Acthue Keen (J. 
Muapicat.Orricers or Scuoo.s Assocurion Joner Conntrrrax—Mr. G. 11. Widdows [F. 
Nantona. Association: of Warm Usems—Mr. Max Clarke [7] and Fraser (F). 
Constrrrax oF Barrisn Acabenty Writ areaiscx To Tux Toxvo Ipexia, UsivmerrY Linnaey—Mr. W. Hency Ward (F.. 
Rovat Swrrany Ieerriure Coxcxis, 1924, Livenroot—Me. H. D. Searles-Wood [F.] and Mr. W. Glen Dobie [4]. 
Cour or Govsevons or run UsivessirY oF Suzrrinso-—Me. Robert Aikioson [7]. 
Tiurmisn Exanieoun StaNOANDS ASSOCIATION, CONFERENCE ON STANDARDISATION ov Recerrion ‘Tests son Passrs—Mr. 
HD, Searles-Wood [F']. 
out Gr Govraons or mux Ustvgarry or Lavenroot Me EP. Hinde (F. 
Isrmesartoxat, Cexaovr Concnise—Mr. H. D. Searles-Wood [F-]. and Mr. Max Clarke [F.). 
‘Tamtxat or Aep4aL (Lospow Beuoivo Acrs)-—Mr. John Slater [F 
Sinrrisn AssoctaTion Fon Tir ADVANCEMENT GY SCIENCE, CONFERENCE ON THE PROTECTION OF Srres OF HISTORICAL OR 
Soumne incmesr on gr Naronay. Beaty Profcwor 8.D-Abhesd [F- 
Ismmmarional. Town PLaccixe ConrEResce, AMSTaRnAM, 1924—Mr. Raymond Unwin J. 


‘The following Papers have been read since the issue of the last Annual Report :— 
ot Ligh" by Mr: Dalia Jeph [F, 

“Tophaa Foret, PASE PGS, [F 

Ppp he: Rayos Unwin (i 

Mrs Pory E Notts, AUREGN, RCA [Eh 

















The following Paper will be read before the end of the Session -— 
“ London Town Planning Schemes—1666 and After,” by Mr. Sydney Perks, F S.A. (FJ. 
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At the Business General Meeting held on 7 January 1924 the report of the Committee 
Academie Dress. ,ocinted to deal with the details of the proposed lAcatanie dress for Members and 
Licentiates of the Royal Institute was approved. At the Business General Meeting held on 17 March 
1924 resolution was passed rescinding the previous decisions on the subject and deciding that no 
further action should be taken in the matter. 
| Provincial ‘The Annual Conference of 1923 was held at Edinburgh at the invitation of the Incorporation 

Gonterences. of Architects in Scotland. All the arrangements for the Conference were made by the 
Committees appointed by the Council of the Incorporation, and their admirable organisation resulted in 
4 complete and brilliant success. ‘The numbers attending the Conference exceeded all records, 
| ‘The Annual Conference of 1924 will be held from the 9 to the 12 July at Oxford, at the invitation of 
the Berks, Bucks, and Oxon Architectural Association. An Executive Committee appointed by the 
Association is in charge of the arrangements, and a very attractive and interesting programme has 
already been outlined. "It is confidently anticipated that the attendance will again exceed the previous 









| record, 
| Areal ‘The Annual Dinner of the R.LB.A, will be held at the Trocadero Restaurant on 6 May, 
j Dinner. when a large number of distinguished guests will be present. ‘The dinner has been arranged 
ge a P ge 
| for the day following the Annual General Meeting to enable provincial Members to attend on both 
he day ig 1g pr 
occasions. 
Arshitests) Seven meetings have been held during the year. ‘The Committee have continued to sub- 
‘War Reliet 5 
Fund sidise the employment of architects on the London County Council’s Civic Survey Scheme 





Committe. of Greater London and also on the Map of Central London which is being prepared by the 

London Society ; but as the funds at the service of the Committee were rapidly becoming 
exhausted they have recently had to discontinue the payment of subsidies for these schemes. In addition, 
twenty deserving cases have been awarded grants from the Fund. 


Nationa! A Seale of Fees payable to Architects who are employed by speculative house-builders to 
Housing. —_prepare plans, details, and elevations, but not to supervise work or to prepare specifications, 
has been agreed by the representatives of the R.LB.A., the National Federation of Building ‘Trades 
Employers, the London House Builders’ Association, and the National Federation of House Builders, 
and has been published for the information of architects and contractors. 

Immediately after the advent of the present Government to office a memorandum on the subject of 
the National Housing Policy was prepared by the Housing Committee, approved by the Coung, and 
submitted to the Government, ‘The Minister of Health has promised to receive a deputation from the 
RLB.A. on the subject 
| ‘The Housing Fees ‘Tribunal appointed by the R.L.B.A. at the request of the Ministry of Health 

has carried on its work during the year. ‘The thanks of the profession at large are again due to the 
} Members of the Tribunal for their arduous work in the interests of housing architects, 


Tegiws. The rebuilding of the RALB.A. Galleries and other alterations in the RIB.A. premises 
5 Pre ene yheeh Successfully completed under the direction of the Hon. Secretary. (Mr, 
Arthur Keen). ‘The new Galleries were first used on the occasion of the General Meeting on 3 Mach, 
During the rebuilding operations the General Meetings of the R.LB.A. were held in Noverbee sad 
] December 1923 in the Hall of the Royal Society of Medicine, and in January and February 1924 1a the 
Meeting Room of the Royal Society. ‘The cordial thanks of the RLB.A. are due to the Canals of 
both these bodies for their generous hospitality. 


Baraty ‘The following awards have been made ;— 
‘Scholarships. 


















Arthur Edn Camron (Architectural Asscaton). Las 
\ Ralph Henry Turner (Liverpool Univers). fag 
RIBA. n of the RL.B.A. Certificate Book for the use of non-members of the RLB.A, 
fay LBA, 
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ee ‘The jury appointed, under the chairmanship of the Earl of Crawford and Balcarres [Hon. F.], 
‘Medals. fo award Medal for the building with the best suect fagade within four miles of Charing 
Cross and completed within the year 1922, was awarded to Mr. W. Curtis Green, A.R.A., for his building, 
Wolseley House, Piccadilly. ‘The Medal was presented to Mr. Curtis Green at the General Meeting 
on 5 November 1923. ‘The award for the year 1923 will be made at an early date. At the, tion 
of the Council the Incorporation of Architects in Scotland have initiated a scheme for the award of the 
R.LB.A. Medal every five years for the best building completed in Scotland. 
Conditions ot Pressure of business has made it impossible up to the present for the representatives of the 
Contract. —_ National Federation of Building Trades’ Employers to complete their consideration of the 
proposals of the R.I.B.A. representatives with regard to the Conditions of Contract. It is hoped that the 
negotiations will be resumed at an carly date. 
meRipa, The Deed of Award of the various Prizes and Studentships was presented to the Royal 
Friswsand Institute at the General Meeting on 21 January 1924. At the presentation of Prizes on 
Stodertahips. 4 February 1924 an Address to Students was delivered by the President, and a criticism 
of the work submitted was read by Mr. H. M. Fletcher [F.]. An Exhibition of the Drawings was held 
from 22 January to 4 February 1924 in Gallery No. VI of the Royal Academy, which was kindly lent for 
the purpose by the Council of the Academy. °A selection of the Prize drawings is now being sent round 
the Allied Societies, 
FueHenry The Council have awarded Studentships of {50 each to the following ex-Service 
Hialentships, students :— 

‘Tur Ancurrecronat AsoctaTiog Me FE. Bennet, Mr. W- J. A. Osburn, Mr A. Wellington Whit, 


‘Tie Usieenstrx of Loxpow.—Mr, J. Hawkins, 
Rommer Gonwox’s Tecunicat, Cotiecs, Ausnpeex.—Mr. TR. Wood. 














‘Tie Unwersy or Lavenroot “Ar F 
‘The Henry Jarvis Studentship of £50 tenable at the Architectural Association was awarded to 
Mr. Arthur Edwin Cameron. 
‘The Henry Jarvis Studentship of £250 a year for two years tenable at the British School at Rome 
Was awarded to Mr. Edwin Williams. 
The Heary The following statement has been received from the Trustees 
Jarvis Trust. The capital, mostly invested in Colonial Government securities, was on 31st December 
1923 of the nominal value of £16,293 48. 7d. Theincome received during the year 1923 (including 
income tax refunded) amounted to ‘£610 18s 10d. The income available for distribution at the end of 
1033 ‘was represented by a sum of £1,500 invested in $ per cent. War Bonds, lecs a bank overdraft 
of £27 05. 44 
- The rebuilding of the R.1.B.A. Galleries made it impossible to hold the usual Exhibitions 
Feunitions. between the months of July and March. In March an Exhibition of drawings by Mr. 
Edmund H. New [Hon. A.) and etchings by Mr. H. Gordon Warlow [A] was held in the Galicries; 
and it will be followed by an Exhibition of drawings and photographs of the Walls and Gates of Peking 
by Professor Osvald Sirén, an Exhibition of drawings submitted a the Saito Hospital Competition, 
and by an Exhibition of drawings, phot: hs, and models of Swedish litecture organised by 
the Architectural Association. vee f 
Taree Since the issue of the last Annual Report 48 Travelling Cards have been issued for the use 
Oars, of Members and Students visiting places of interest abroad ; 45 cards for use in the United 
Kingdom have also been issued. 
At the beginning of their term of office the Council appointed a Committee with instructions 
Reritrati. 5 consider and report upon the whole situation as it existed at that time. "This Commistes 
has prepared a scheme for the reorganisation of the R.ILB.A., with the object of securing improved repre- 
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sentation of the Council for all sections of membership and for the Allied Societies, greater continuity of 
policy on the part of the Council, more adequate machinery for enabling the majority of members to make 
their views felt on all matters of policy, and certain other improvements in the constitution and machinery 
ofthe R.LB.A. By direction of the Council the Committee also entered into negotiations with the Council 
of the Society of Architects on the subject of Registration. After several months of friendly discussion, 
a comprehensive policy was developed and has been unanimously approved by the Councils of both 
bodies. Full particulars of the proposals of the Council on this subject will be submitted to the members 
before the publication of this Annual Report. . 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION 


Since the beginning of the Session the Board have held 8 Meetings. 
Mr. W, Curtis Green, A.R.A., was re-elected Chairman, Mr. Walter Cave and Mr. Maurice E. Webb 


were elected Vice-Chairmen, and Mr. Henry M. Fletcher, Hon. Secretary. 
Attendance of Members—Since the beginning of the Session the attendance of Members at meetings 
of the Board, exclusive of Committee and Sub-Committee Meetings, has been as follows :— 





No, of ntenanes No.of attendances 
at the 8 meetings of at the 8 meetings 
the Board. ‘the Booed. 
‘The President of the Royal Institute. = Mr. W, Curtis Green, ARA, 
‘The Hon, Secretary of the Royal Mr. John Keppie, A.RS.A. 

Tostitute ea Me-8.D. Rion "< 





Professor S, D, Adshead 
Mrs Robert Atiinon 7 
MeL Hi Chalton Bradshaw 
Professor Lionel B. Budden 
Mr. Walter Caves 
‘Mr. Arthur J. Davis 
Profewor A.C.Diekie 
Mr.Henry M. Fletcher 22 

Committees-—The following Committees of the Board were appointed :—Committee of Teachers, 
Examinations Committee, Problems in Design and Testimonies of Study Committee, Probationers* 
Registration Committee. 

‘Sub-Committees to deal with particular questions have been appointed as follows :—Intermediate and 
Final Exempted Students Exhibitions Sub-Committees, R.ILB.A. Alfred Bossom Travelling Studentship 
and Gold Medal Jury, R.L.B.A. Archibald Dawnay Scholarships Sub-Committee, Town Planning Exami- 
nation Sub-Committee. 

‘The Members of the Problems in Design and Testimonies of Study Committee who were appointed 
last Session were all reappointed for the current Session. ‘The standard for passing and rejecting work 
submitted has, therefore, been maintained. A considerable number of students whose work has been 
rejected have availed themselves of the opportunity of obtaining a general eriticism of their work from the 
Committee. 

‘The Committees of the Board have met from time to time and have reported on the matters referred 
to them. 

Exemption from the Final Examination.—During the year exemption from the Final Examination, 
with the exception of the Examination in Professional Practice and provided that in judging all designs 
submitted for the Degree or Diploma there be two External Examiners approved by the Council, with 
power of veto, has been granted to the School of Architecture, McGill University, Montreal, Canada, 

"The following Schools are also thus recognised :—The Architectural Association (London),Univeraity 
of London School of Architecture, Robert Gordon's Technical College (Aberdeen), Glasgow School of 
Architecture ; University of Liverpool School of Architecture ; Victoria University, Manchester, School 
of Architecture. 
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Exemption from the Intermediate Examination —Exemption from the Intermediate Examination has 
been granted to the Birmingham School of Architecture on its three years full-time course. 

‘The following Schools are also thus recognised :—The Architectural Association (London), University 
of London School of Architecture; Robert Gordon's Technical College, Aberdeen ; Cambridge University 
School of Architecture; ‘The Technical College, Cardiff; Edinburgh College of Art and Heriot-Watt 
College; Glasgow School of Architecture; Leeds School of Art; University of Liverpool Schoal of 
Architecture ; Victoria University, Manchester, School of Architecture; Armstrong College, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne; University of Sheffield Department of Architecture; McGill University, Montreal, School 
of Architecture; University of Toronto Department of Architecture ; Bombay School of Art. 


Annual Exhibition of Designs of Students of Recognised Schools exempted from the Intermediate Exami- 
nation.—The accommodation for this Exhibition, which was held in September, was kindly provided by 
the Architectural Association in Bedford Square. 

‘The designs, of which one is required to be submitted by each School recognised for Intermediate 
Exemption on behalf of each student exempted, were inspected and approved by the Board. 

Annual Exhibition of Designs of Students of Recognised Schools exempted from the Final Examination,— 
This Exhibition also took place in September, and space was made available at the Bartlett School of 
Architecture, University College, by kind permission of the University College Committee. 

‘The drawings were inspected and approved by the Board, and the Exhibition was subsequently 
opened to the public, 

Revised regulations governing these two Exhibitions have been issued to the Recognised Schools by 
the Board, ‘They will come into operation next September. 

RIB.A, Silver Medal for Recognised Schools.—On the recommendation of the Board the Council 
awarded the Silver Medal for the best set of drawings submitted at the Exhibition of Designs of Students 
of Recognised Schools exempted from the Final Examination to Miss I. M. Chambers, of the Architectural 
Association School of Architecture. 

‘The drawings submitted by Mr. C. H. Hutton, of the Liverpool University School of Architecture, 
received Honourable Mention. 

he aeitnry Members of the Board,—The Council have appointed the following Advisory Members of 
the Board :— 


Professor Patrick Abercrombie, M.A., representing Liverpool University Department of Civie Design, Schoot of 


“Architecture. 
W. H. Bidlake and Herbert ‘T. Buckle Birmingham, 
G, Washiagen Browne, epecicnting the Esiobsgh College of Ar. 
Brstewor Pecy Rebbe ahreentae Mico Geen Mies 
Profewor Ramaay ing MeGill University, Montieal, 
ilgeen, representing Sydney Univer. 
Ree, Arthur Chilton, D-D.) and ©. H, Greene, MLA. representing the Head Masters’ Conference. 
L, Sylvester Sullivan, representing the Society of Architects. 
E. Finnder Etchells, A-MLlnst.C.E., representing the Institution of Structural Engincecs. 
8. Hurt Seager, representing New Zealand, 
Rodney H. Alsop, representing Victoria, Australia, 
CD. Carus-Wileon, ing University, 
Major H. C. Corlette, OBE, ing New South Wales, 
Profestor A Wellesley MeCohnell, representing the University of Toronto. 
Profesor A. E, Richardon, representing the University of London, 
Copies of publications and notices on matters of general interest have been circulated tothe Advisory 
Members for their information and comment, 
Problems in Design and Testimonies of Study. —179 Designs have been received, and 109 have been 
approved. Successful designs are exhibited in the Galleries for the information of students. 
selection of successful designs has been sent on a tour to the Allied Societies for the purpose of 
Exhil 


ins to assist students in the provinces. 
on the first of January yearly. 




















‘The R.LB.A. Problems in Design are set for a period of twelve months and the lists are published 
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Pres and Studentihpe —The numberof entries in the competitions for the Prizesand Studentships 
was small. 

Juries of five members each were appointed by the Board to judge the drawings submitted in 
competition. 

"he Report of the Board was adopted by the Council and the Award was published in the Journal 
for the 26 January 1924. 

"Phe Council offer their thanks to the Members of the Juries for their services. 

‘The Board have appointed a special Committee consisting of the Committee of ‘Teachers and the 
Juries for the Prizes and Studentships to consider the position of the Prizes and Studentships in view of 
the apparent lack of competition among the students. 

‘The Commitee now engaged in careful consideration ofthe whole problem and definite recommen- 
dations will shortly be made to the Board for presentation to the Council. 

Certain alterations to the Prizes and Studentships have already been effected and will come into 
operation at once, ‘They are as follows -— 

‘Soane Medallion and Tite Prise-—(a) Candidates who have entered for the Soane Medallion ot the 
‘Tite Prize are permitted to submit their Drawings in place of the usual Problems in Design required for 
the Final Examination. 

(8) Candidates who have been awarded the Soane Medallion or the ‘Tite Prize or who have received a 
Certificate of Hon, Mention in either of these Competitions receive exemption from the Design portion 
of the Final Examination, 

Age Limits forthe Prise and Studentships-—‘The age limits have been extended by 5 years in the 
case of those Prizes for which an age limit is stated, 

‘Arthur Cates Prize-—The annual value of the Prize has been increased from £30 to £50. 


RAB.A. Essay Prize—Candidates for the Prize are now required to submit to the Secretary the 
subject upon which they propose to write for the approval of the Jury. 

“The annual value of the Prize has been increased from twenty-five guineas to £50. 

“The RLB.A, (Henry Jarvis) Studentship (at the British School at Rome), 1923, was awarded to” 
Edwin Williams (Liverpool University). 

"The RLB.A, (Henry Jarvis) Studentship (at the Architectural Association) was awarded to Arthur 
Edwin Cameron. 

‘The RALB.A, Archibald Dawnay Scholarships, 1923, were awarded to Arthur Edwin Cameron 
(Architectural Association), Robert Weir Donaldson (Liverpool University), Ralph Henry ‘Turner 
Liverpool University). 

“The Scholarships are intended to assist students in the advanced study of construction, and are tenable 
at any Recognised School selected by the successful candidates. 

‘The (Henry Jarvis) Ex-Service Travelling Studentships-—Vhese Studentships, which will not be 
awarded after 1924, are allotted as follows -— * 

Student- Student- 


ip 
r Balohargh (Clogs of Are and Heriot Wate“ e 


he Arched AME se 
Drapes Archincture 
Univerty of London School of Architecture |< Leeds School of Art 
Manchest ot Arc 


ae Ute eee soem Di Fe ee rag ene 

‘Glasgow Schoo! of Architecture. . . r School of Architecture, Cambridge =< 

Register of Prize-Winners of the Royal Institute-—On the recommendation of the Board, 
containing the names of the prize-winners of the Royal Institute have been placed in the RALBA. Meeting 
Room. 

Provision has also been made in the Meeting Room for a register of the winners of the R.I.B.A. 
Heat Jarvis) Studentships (at the British School at Rome) and of the winners of the Rome Scholarships 
in Architecture. 
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Architectural Lectures in Oxford.—On the recommendation of the Board, Mr. W. G. Newton, M.C., 
M.A. (Oxon), F.R.1.B.A., has been appointed by the General Board of the Faculties in the University 
of Oxford to deliver a course of lectures on “ Medizval Architecture in England and France” during the 
winter 1923-1924. 

RIB.A. Intermediate Fxamination, Subject C 3 (Design).—On the recommendation of the Board, 
the Council haye decided to increase the time allowed to candidates taking Subject C 3 (Design) from 
four hours to one day. 

‘This regulation will come into operation for the first time at the Intermediate Examination which 
will be held next May, 

RILB.A. Intermediate Examination, Subject A (General History of Architecture) —The Council 
have also resolved that candidates who are relegated in Subject A (General History of Architecture) of 
the Intermediate may be required at the discretion of the Examiners to take subject— 

C1 (a) Greck and Roman ; or 

C16) Byzantine nd Romanesque ; or 

Cr 6 French and English Gothic or 

C 1 (d) Italian, French and English Renaissance, 
instead of being required to sit for Subject A again, 

Federal Gouncil on Architectural Education, South Africa.—A Federal Council has been set up in 
South Africa, with Headquarters at Johannesburg, for the purpose of dicecting and co-ordinating 
Architectural Education in the Union. The Board are in close touch with the Federal Council. 

RIB.A. (Alfred Bossom) Travelling Studentship and Gold Medal.—Vhe Jury for the Gold. Medal 
and Studentship have been appointed as follows :—Mr. J. Alfred Gotch, Mr. W. Curtis Green, A.R.A., 
Professor Beresford Pite, Mr. Ernest Debenham, Mr. E. J. Gayer (President of the Institute of Builders). 

‘The Programme has been set and issued and all the arrangements have been made for conducting 
the competitions for the Silver Medals and for the Gold Medal and Studentship. 

"The Awards will be made for the first time in January 1925, 

RIB.A, Diploma in Town Planning.—On. the recommendation of the Board, the Council have 
decided to institute @ special Examination leading to a Diploma in Town Planning for Members and 
Licentiates of the R.ILB.A, 
the Sub-Committee appointed by the Board to deal with this matter have drawn up the syllabus 
and regulations, and these have been approved and will be issued as soon as possible. 

‘The Esxintouton! will be’ bald for the Rist tne’ ta! Otsober 1934 A) Cazamttee of fourteen 
Examiners has been appointed. 

Technical Teachers’ Qualifications, Architecture—V1.M. Board of Education recognise the Associate- 
ship of the Royal Institute of British Architects if awarded after passing the Examinations of the Institute 
as the equivalent of a degree of « University in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

RAB.A. Overseas Examination.—On the recommendation of the Board, the Council have decided 
that the Overseas Examination shall not be held after 1924. 

Examination System Overseas—The Council have approved a scheme whereby the Allied Societies 
Overseas will conduct the R.I.B.A. Examinations in their respective territories. 

‘The Board are in communication with the Societies concerned with a view to putting the scheme 
into immediate operation. 

RIB.A, Visiting Board—The Council, on the recommendation of the Board of Architectural 
Education, have approved the ereation of a Visiting Board to assist and report upon all Schools of Archi~ 
tecture applying for or esjofing exemption from the RALB.A, Examinations, 

‘The following have been appointed to constitute the Visiting Board :—Mr. Paul Waterhouse, M.A., 
FSA, [F}, Past-President RLBA.; Me W. Curtis Green, A.A. (F], Chairman of the Board. of 
Architectural Education ; Mr. Maurice E, Webb [F.], Vice-Chairman of the Board of Architectural 
Education ; Professor C, H. Reilly, M.A, [¥-], Roscoe Professor of Architecture, University of Liverpool. 

HLM. Inspector, Mr. M. S. Briggs [F.], will accompany the Visiting Board upon their visits to those 
Schools of Architecture which have official relations with H.M. Board of Education. 
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Interchange of Students bettceen Schools of Architecture—The Council have decided to accept the 
principle of the interchange of students between one Recognised School and another on the understanding 
that, in the case of such students, exemption from the Examinations of the Royal Institute will only be 
granted on the joint recommendation of the Head of the School and the External Examiner or Examiners. 

In the case of students from Schools of Architecture not recognised (for exemption from the Examina- 
tions of the R.LLB.A.) entering a course at 2 Recognised School, each application from such a student 
for exemption from the R.I.B.A, Examinations shall receive sympathetic consideration on its merits. 

The International Congress on Architectural Education. —The Congress will be held at the R.LLB.A. 
from 28th July to 2nd August 1924 inclusive. Papers will be read and discussions held on the Past, 
Present and Future of Architectural Education in England, America and France, 

An Exhibition of Students’ work, illustrative of the courses in operation at Schools of Architecture 
all over the world, will take place during the Congress, and arrangements are being made for accom- 
modating the Exhibition in Devonshire House, Piccadilly. 

In the Galleries of the R.I.B.A., 9 Conduit Street, there will be an Exhibition of English, American 
and French Rome drawings—ie., work done while the students are actually at the Schools at Rome. 

As soon a8 possible after the Congress a Book of Proceedings will be published containing the Papers 
and discussions of the Congress, together with résumés of the Past, Present and Future of Architectural 
Education in all the different countries participating in the Congress. 

An attractive programme of visits, social functions, etc., is being drawn up, and all arrangements are 
in the hands of an Executive Committee under the chairmanship of Mr. Maurice E. Webb [F. 

‘The following have kindly consented to serve on the Executive Committee :—Sir Reginald Blomfield, 
RA, LittD.; Sir John J. Burnet, AR.A., R.S.A.; Lt.-Col. H.P. L, Cart de Lafontaine, OBE. 

Dr SE, Fi Mr. W. Curtis Green, A.R.A. 
Mn ‘ wrd Pite, Hon, M.A.; Mr. W. 8. Purchon 
M.A. ; Professor C, H. Reilly, M.A, ; Professor A. E, Richardson ; Mr. Howard Robertson, S.A.D.G. ¢ 
Mr. Hi. D. Searles-Wood ; Mr. Evelyn Shaw, M.V.O.; Mr. Paul Waterhouse, M.A. FSA. Mr. 
Henry M. Fletcher is the Hon. Secretary of the Committee. 

‘The Executive Committee have appointed the following Sub-Committees to deal with particular 
questions connected with the Congress :—The Congress Papers Sub-Committee, The Congress Exhil 
tion Sub-Committee, The Congress Finance Sub-Committee, The Congress Visits and Dinner ‘Sub- 
Committee. 

Registration as Probationers —199 Probationers have been registered. 

The Intermediate, Final and Special Examinations.—The Intermediate Examination has been held 
twice in England and once in Cape Town and Sydney. 

‘The Final and Special Examinations have been held twice in England and once in Bombay, Cape 
‘Town and Sydney. 
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One candidate at the Intermediate Examination was not a British subject and took the Examination 
for the purpose of obtaining a certificate to that effect. 

One candidate exempted from the Final Examination was not a British subject and was therefore 
ineligible to proceed to the Associateship. 

Ninety-four Students have therefore heen added to the Register during the year, and 37 have 
received exemption from or passed the Final (or Special) Examination qualifying for the Associaicship, 

At the Statutory Examination qualifying for candidature as District Surveyor in London one 
candidate was examined and failed to pass. 

‘The Council, on the recommendation of the Board, tender their grateful acknowledgments to the 
Examiners for their services. 


REPORT OF THE ART STANDING COMMITTEE 


Since the issue of the last Annual Report, the Art Standing Committee have held ten meetings 

‘The following officers were elected to serve during the Session under review :—Chairman, Mr. 
Walter Caye ; Vice-Chairman, Mr. Halsey Ricardo; Hon. Secretaries, Mr. F. Winton Newman and 
Mr. Perey W. Lovell. 

Visits to Buildings-—The programme arranged for visits to buildings during the Session included the 
Bank of England, Derby House, the British Empire Exhibition at Wembley, Knole Park and Kensington 
Palace, Tt was unfortunately necessary to cancel the first-named visit at the request of the Bank of 

id owing to the railway strike. ‘The thanks of the Committee are due to those who have accorded 
facilities for these visits or have assisted with information those attending them, 

Reconstruction of Piccadilly Gircus.—By the courtesy of the Westminster City Council the Committee 
were able to inspect the plans showing the entrances to staircases and subways to the Underground Stations 
involved in the reconstruction of Piccadilly Circus, regarding which they were anxious that competent 
architectural advice should be taken. ‘They were glad to receive the authoritative assurances that the 
railways concerned were taking such professional advice, 

Hough End Halt, Manchester-—In October, 1923, the Committee learnt that the Elizabethan Manor 
House known as Hough End Hall and its fine avenue were threatened with demolition by the construction 
of a new arterial road. ‘The Committee recommended the R.I.B.A. Council to be prepared to support 
the efforts of the Preservation Committee formed in Manchester to prevent the destcuction of this building. 
This the Council agreed to do, but fortunately the efforts of the Preservation Committee in Manchester 
have been successful in averting the danger to the Hall by securing the diversion of the road from the 
Jine originally proposed. 

St, Paul's Bridge-—At the request of the Committee, the Council formally protested against the 
recommendation of the Improvements Committee of the London County Council that a contribution 
should be made towards the cost of the approaches to the proposed St. Paul’s Bridge, and urged that the 
policy and commitments of the L.C.C. should be in the direction of the construction of a bridge at Charing 
Cross, 

In this connection it is satisfactory to note that at the instigation of Major Harry Barnes the L.C.C, 
have referted to their Improvements, Highways and Town Planning (Special) Committees, the whole 
question of the construction of new bridges and the rebuilding of old bridges in relation to the traffic 
needs of London as.a whole, and at Major Barnes’ request a short memorandum prepared by the Com- 
mittee has been forwarded to the L.C.C. by the Council—advocating a broad comprehensive policy on this 
vital matter. 

‘This has a special bearing on the suggested widening of Waterloo Bridge—upon which proposal the 
Committee have asked for definite information from the L.C.C. 
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Royal Artillery War Memorial —The proposal to erect the Royal Artillery War Memorial on the 
island ‘site between Constitution Hill St. George's Hospital, in the opinion of the Committee, will 
prejudice the much-needed reconstruction of open space at Hyde Park Corner for traffic purposes, and 
steps have been taken to impress upon the authorities the desirability of referring this proposal to the 
newly appointed Fine Arts Commission for their advice, 

Public Telephone Kiosks.—The Committee recommended similar action with regard to the new Post 
Office Standard Designs for Public Telephone Kiosks. 

St. Martin's Church, Scarborough.—It was reported that the mural paintings in St. Martin’s Church, 
Scarborough, which were carried out by William Morris, Rossetti, Madox Brown and Burne-Jones were in 
danger of destruction, but enquiries by the Committee proved that not only was there no truth in this 
report, but that also the best possible advice was being taken by the Vicar to ensure the preservation of 
these works of art. The Committee are following up this matter closely, 

Encouragement of Graftsmanship-—Vhe proposal of Mr. W. W. Scott-Monerieff that the R.L.B.A. 
should organise a permanent Exhibition of Architecture and its complementary arts and crafts received 
much careful consideration during the Session. ‘The Committee received great assistance from Mr. 
Scott-Moncrieff himself and others in connection with the details, financial and otherwise, of this Pro 
posal, and their thanks are due for the time and trouble which he has given to the matter, 

‘They regret that the financial considerations involved have prevented them from recommending the 
Couneil to carry the scheme into effect. 

At the present moment the Committee have under consideration other methods for encouraging 

craftsmanship in connection with building and its greater appreciation by the public. 
One of the chief events which have occurred during the Session, and one which marks the growing. 
public interest in thearts and their close relation to everyday life, has been the Government appointment 
of a Fine Arts Commission—a move which is full of promise for the future, and one which should, if only 
allowed proper scope for its energies, make its influence strongly felt. 

‘The Committee hope that the work of the Commission may be usefully supplemented by the formas 
tion of local Committees in towns and rural areas whose function it will be to advise upon all matters 
relating to the publicamenities of each district working in harmonious conjunction with the local authority. 

‘A memorandum on this subject has recently been prepared by the Committee and published with 
the approval of the Council. 

Another point which {at cause for satisfaction has been the action by the Motor Spirit Companies 
in demolishing the unsightly field hoardings which haye disfigured both town and countryside for so many 



























years, and it is hoped that their example may be largely followed. 
List of Attendances during the Session 1923-1924 (8 meeti 
Professor S. D. Adshead { ' 
Wik Dav : i 

SR Davidge « S 

HP. Burke-Downing 4 i 5 
E, Vincent Harris 3 
HV, Lanchester 3 sf 
F, Winton Newman 7 : 
Haley Ricardo = 5 
Profenor F. Mt. Simpson ; $ 
Maurice E. Webb 3 ci 





LH, Bucknell 3 
* Tiiness and abvence abroad have aifected the attendances of Mr. Webb and Mr. Lovell rexpectively. 


REPORT OF THE LITERATURE STANDING COMMITTEE 


Since the issue ofthe last Report the Literature Standing Committee has held eight meetings. 
‘The attendance of members at the 6 meetings held during this Session has been as follows + 
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No. of Attendances. No. of Attendances, 
“ . 2 C. Cowles-Voysey . : . * + 
r : AvTmwan Edwards 5D! : 
; = Bolen) Haber Wortiogen 2 

= ear J. Hubert Wo : 

: : SirBunmiey Pletcher B 

: 3 A. HL Moberly 3 

ea Bail Olver > H 

i 4 \W. Henry Wand (Deceased) 5 





‘The following officers were elected to serve during the Session : The late Mr. W. Henry Ward, 
Chairman; Major H.C. Corlette, Vice-Chairman ;, Mr. C. Harrison Townsend, and Mr. C. E. Sayer, 
Hon. Secretaries. 

‘The Committee have to put on record their expression of the deep loss they and the Institute at large 
hhave suffered in the death of their late Chairman, Mr, W-H. Ward, M.A. They have to recognise several 

jars of devoted interest on his part to the work of the Literature Committee as Honorary Seeretary, and 

ter as Chairman. In both of these capacities his exceptional knowledge of the literature of architecture 
and his own fine skill as a writer made his always willing help in affairs dealing with the Library of the 
greatest value. 

Library Accommodation —The Committee have at various times considered schemes for the safe 
accommodation of the contents of the Library, and the pressing and urgent need of the provision of 
increased shelving for books and housing for drawings. ‘The matter was referred to the Council and the 
Committee are glad to understand that it is under their serious consideration, 

RIB.A. Exhibition Joint Committee —The late Mr. W. H, Ward, Mr. H. Chalton Bradshaw and Mr. 
W. Tapper were nominated to serve on this Committee. 

Informal Lectures and Discussions.—On the invitation of the Council the Committee have considered 
the proposal for a series of Informal Lectures and Meetings for Discussion, and look forward to being 
Tepresented on any Committee that is appointed to consider the subject. ‘They decided not to arrange 
4 series of Public Lectures during 1924. 

Wren Dravoings of Greenwich Hospital —A coltection of original drawings connected with the building 
of the Royal Naval Hospital, Greenwich, were placed in the Library by the director, Mr. A. N. Smallwood, 
‘on permanent loan. 

Burlington-Devonshire Drawings—In order to keep these drawings in a proper state of preservation, 
the Committee have arranged under the advice of an expert for their being carefully protected. 

Drawings by Sir Ernest George —An album of 43 water-colour drawings, mostly of Italian subjects, 
‘was bought and presented by Mr. C. Henry Heathcote, Past Vice-President. 

James Brooks's Drawings —Mr, J. S. Adkins [F,] madea presentation of a collection of drawings of the 


~ work of the late James Brooks. 


Collection of Ilustrations.—A series of folios to contain a collection of views and plans taken from 
current architectural periodicals and divided for reference into 63 subjects is now in process of formation 
by the Library staff. 

Presentation of Etchings —Mr. Joseph Pennell (Hon. Associate) has presented six of his etchings of 
buildings in New York, and Mr. Watson ‘Turnbull has presented his large etching of St. Paul's Cathedral, 
“The Glory of St. Paul's,” 

Wren Bicentenary Volume—The Committee have recommended the presentation of a copy of this 
work to the British School at Rome. 

‘Sessional Papers—On the invitation of the Council the Committee made suggestions for eight of the 
Papers to be read at the ensuing Session. 
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‘The Librarian reports to the Committee as follows -— 


Dating the twelve months ending 31 March ofthe present year 212 volumes and 47 pamphlets have been added to the Library, 
exclusive of periodicals, reports and transactions of societies and parts of works issued in serial form. 

“The number of works prenented was 48 volumes and 28 pamphlets, : 

‘Works purchased numbered 164 volumes and 19 pamphlets, of which 51 volumes were added to the Loan Library. 

‘The attendance of in the Reference Library numbered 7,967. 

"The number of books issued on loan was 4,073. 
st me fees mud for niin 6 the Library ober han ew members ofthe Twat o fo Students and Pro~ 

toners, was 177. 

“The itumber of books iesued through the post was 468, 

"The principal donintions in addition to those mentioned inthe Literature Committee's report were : 

Fifteen sheets of drawings of columns by Giacomo de Sanctis and s framed engraving of Sir Christopher Wren presenting to 
King Charles It fis plan forthe rebuilding of the City of London ater the Great Fire of 1660, ‘by Mr. E. P, Warren (). 

Ihiey-one drawings by #,5, Hardwick, including his competion drawings fr the Albert Memorial prescaed by Mex 
Lyons, a daughter of ck, through Mr. P. Morley Horder (F 

"Ten portale ofpintes of ays and cathedrals fom the profesional prt preented by Mr. Fox (4, 

Display of by Gaul, 1679, and ia Heralaica, 3 vol Terry, presented by Mr. C. R.Pink 

‘The Mott Profitable and Commendable Science 1378, by Valentine Leigh, prevented by Mr; W, F, Hedges F). 

The American Hospital of the 2th Century, by B, F- Stevens, presented by the Author ; Coure Warchitecture et construction: 

Ba ete ay Nia dgaone, by Edouard Auber a volume preregted by Mr. R, Douglas Wells 
‘Saint uber, 3 volumes, ps FR, Dow Is F- 

‘he 1784 edition of Albert's work on architecture, prevented by Mr. BP, Warsen (F), ¥ He 

Four volumes on Norwegian Architecture by Dr. Harry Fett of Christiania, presented by the Author. 

‘ALC, Bowom, An Architectural Pilgrimage in Old Mesico, presented by the Author. 

‘Among the volumes purchased may be mentioned: Adshead, Toum Planning and Toren Development ; Architectural Axwo~ 
Ce eee Pinon oh rchtertra Barnes, Hoan, the Pacts andthe Future; Bye an Sapley, Spanih Ie 
‘olor and Furniture’; Carter, The Tomb of Tut-inkh-Amen, Vol. x, Ceacinaky and Gribble, Karly English Furniture and Wood- 
Ie: Croce, Esthetic 1 Science of Expreation (Grane. by Douglas Aili) ; Cross and Cross, Notes for Architectural Draughtamen, 
Seles 31 Cure, Architectural Compontion j D'Expouy, Monuments Antiquer Supplementary volume , Deeide Regional Fan- 
ning Scheme, Report ; Dening, The Bighteenth Century Architecture Hol: Draper, Chinwic Folnesics und Planiscig, 
‘Buk ed Restdendomale des Rsstenlandes ; Grenier, Une Cité Industrielle: Grunt, Little Things that Matter ; Will, Organ Cases 
ted Sinn Serr tampon md Horan crn Sly Hn, ang Ranta 
Peet divecture of the American Colonies ; Koch, Gartenhuntt in Stdtebau : Lethaby, Londinium : London Society, The 
Lado Cy Chara thr, ie ta rer and he, ended Ue Male L'a ae IL Sle Brave 
Namen, Novidon Moment in Xonar; Popp, Mudd Kapels Micon Pu» Cudnalh, 1 rguiecura Romina 






























Qaralunja ; Rens, Lar rae de Phere anor jourts Royal Invite of Britoh Architects, Sir Chitopher Wr 
Gentine: ns, LAr aan de Pies Graton or eden Momsmensn He, Vo: Ves Sabian, Megtth marin of 
Fie eas De Origine t Amplitude Cleats Verona 1540, Statford-on-Avon, Report om Puture Development, 
biarick Ree ae id Lascelles Abercrombie Tarchi, L’drehiettra'e Carte Muminona’: ‘hompron, ‘Site Planing i 


Patrick Abercroontis tuk Elones, Barly Tudor Ventutl; Stork dell Are Ttaliona, Vol, Vil; Van Buren, An 
Brace; Tinga, Soglah Home er? Wet Niadonex Town Puan Comte, Praieanary Rupert spon the 
Serta Boma Adams and Lane Phommon; Wank, Watt ey ‘Wand, Die techeche Poro-reNhear 





REPORT OF THE SCIENCE STANDING COMMITTEE 


Since the date of the last Annual Report of the Science Standing Committee the number of meetings 
held has been 9: Sine the appointment ‘of the present Committee the number of meetings held has 
been 8. 

‘The attendance of members at the 8 meetings held during this Session has been as follows :— 








No.of Attendances. SAV: 
TPBeinett, 2 et a Fa 
WE. Vernon Crompton’ 8 WW. Burrow, 21 t 
Wibiereaine ictal mee EV Mieiiein > et 
G.iFiow 7 42 Maran M4 

francis Hooper. > 0s 5 irvey H.Sayer, ¢ 
WR Jugend eat 4 Herbert T, Buckland . } 
Alan E, Munby Suk 3 TEE Ford : 
WeAPite > et, 4 SIP Haris 2 | A 2 
Fretenos ey Sahibe 7 3 A.W. Sheppaed Brice =e i 

inwin i ° i 

RoJeAngel 2 i 7 


‘The: oficers. were elected As followe's—lr. WE, ‘Vernon Crompton, Chairman: Mc. Francd 
Hooper, Vice-Chairman ; Mr. H. V. Milnes Emerson and Mr, G. R. ene Hon, Bose 
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Atmospheric Corrosion of Non-Ferrous Metals—Vhis research, upon which a Joint Committee 
of the R.I.B.A. and the Institute of Metals have been working for some time, was initiated by members 
of the R.LB.A. to see whether something could not be done to prevent the unsightly oxidation of brass 
and other metal fittings specified by architects. On 17 December 1923 Mr. W. H. J. Vernon, B.S 
communicated the results of his research up to date to the Faraday Society, which, it is believed, wil 
greatly assist the future progress of the work. 

‘The report is very detailed, but already certain important points have been brought out which 
enable a clearer view to be obtained on the mechanism of tarnishing and assistance in the choice of tarnish- 
resisting materials, 

Architectural Acoustics—From time to time Mr. Hope Bagenal has reported to the Science Standing 
Committee the progress of the work as regards better knowledge of Architectural Acoustics carried on 
by the Building Research Board at Acton. 

‘The Science Standing Committee consider that the need for the small brochure oh this subject 
referred to in the last Annual Report of the Science Standing Committee has been admirably met by a 

per which Mr. G. A. Sutherland, M.A. (Lecturer in Physics at University College, Gower Strect, 
Wic), contributed to the Journal of the REDA, on “The Acoutics of thet Audiignum "es 
22 September and 20 October 1923. This paper has since been published by the R.LBJA. in 
pamphlet form, and is now available for members. 

Although valuable work has been done, the Committee think that there is still « large field that 
requires exploring on the lines of Professor W. C. Sabine’s researches, ‘They have, therefore, recom- 
mended to the Council that the R.I.B.A. should subscribe to this research as they’ do already to the 
Atmospheric Corrosion research referred to above 

‘They also venture to think that the excellent acoustic qualities of the new meeting room at 9 Conduit 
Strect are due in no small respect to the recent researches, 

Research Generally. —Thirteen years ago the R.I,B.A. were asked to meet the recently appointed 
Advisory Committee of the Privy Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, to lay before them any 
lines of research that could be considered of importance to architects in carrying out their work. ‘This 
information was supplied and much work has been carried out under the Advisory Committee in con- 
nection with rescareh in building materials and construction, During the year that is past the Sctenes 
Standing Committee haye had under review the research work carried out under the Advisory Com- 
mittee during the past thirteen years, and have submitted to the Council of the R.I.B.A. a full and critical 
Feport thereon, with the suggestion that the Council of the R.I.B.A. should approach the Advisory Council 
with a view to another deputation being received, in order to lay before them a further programme where 
research might usefully be undertaken, and also with a view of obtaining, if possible, a better liaison 
between the Committees and their experts who carry out research and architects who are interested not 
‘only in the results, but also in the methods of such research. 

At the time of writing this report a definite and formal reply is awaited from the Advisory Council. 

Smoke Abatement.—A Sub-Committee consisting of Messrs. H. W. Burrows, A. W. Sheppard, and 
Digby L. Solomon was appointed to consider the recommendations of the Public Control Council of the 
LGC, ‘The Selence Stancing Committee recommended the adoption of the reportof the Bubs Committes, 
ind the same was forwarded to the Council. ‘The report was as follow 

“'If the L.C.C. decide to deal with the smoke question in London, we consider that it can only 
be effectually and justly tackled by imposing restrictions on the burning of soft coal in all buildings. 

Any other method of tackling the problem is bound to fi 

As regards the general question of policy in prohibiting the burning of soft coal in London, 
this is a matter which we have not considered. 

We suggest, however, that the L.C.C. might give financial assistance for research on smokeless 
fuel as a substitute for soft coal.” 

Report of the Royal Commission on Fire Brigades and Fire Prevention.—Mlessrs. Max Clarke and 
W. Henry White, of the Practice Standing Committee, and Messrs. W. R. Jaggard and Digby L. Solomon, 
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of the Science Standing Committee, were appointed upon a Joint Sub-Committee to consider and report 
tupon the opinions from the Allied Societies relating to this matter. ‘The Sub-Committee are awaiting 
the replies of the Allied Societies before commencing their investigations. 

Corroded Sheet Lead.—An interesting sample of corroded sheet lead from Cranmore Hall, Somerset, 
was received from Sir Richard Paget, Bart. (Hon. Associate). ‘The matter was referred to Mr. Harry 
C. Lancaster, of Messrs. Locke Lancaster and W. W. and R. Johnson and Sons, of Millwall, who kindly 
made an exhaustive examination of the specimen and furnished an excellent report upon the corrosion. 
‘The Committee thanked Mr. Lancaster and a copy of his report was entered in the Minutes, and another 

together with photographs and the sample of lead, is deposited at the Institute and can be examined 
1¢ Members. 

British Empire Exhibition, Wembley.—Members of the Committee, by the courtesy of the architects, 
Messrs, Simpson and Ayrton, visited the Wembley Exhibition and were conducted over the grounds 
and buildings by the Resident Architect and Engineer, and a very instructive and interesting time was 
spent. 











REPORT OF THE PRACTICE STANDING COMMITTEE 


Since the publication of the last Annual Report the Committee have held 11 meetings. 
‘The attendance of members at the 9 mectings held during this Session has been as follows :— 
ae ee + - ” Hen toel Joseph " ‘ 
ma Aside i 














Horace Cubitt re 
G, Leonard Elkington, 
G. Topham Forrest. 
; Hastwell Grayson 
W.G,Hunt 
Francis Jones < 





Seed SN noes: 


“"o Abnent through illness, 
"The following were elected the officers of the Committee :—Chairman, W. H. Atkin-Berry ; Vice= 
Chairman, T. R. Milburn ; Hon, Secretaries, J. Douglas Scott and Henry V, Ashley. 
The Charges and Contracts Sub-Committee were re-appointed, consisting of Max Clarke (Chairman), 
Horace Cubitt, W. G. Hunt, Francis Jones, J. Douglas Scott (Hon. Secretary), and W. Henry White. 
Other Sub-Committees ‘have been appointed as follows :— 
(a) Parliamentary. —Major Harry Barnes, Delissa oh, 83 ‘Perks, W. Gillbee 3. tt Cockril 
8 Fat tke Cask, WG. Hhune Dales neg, ER Milburn, Splat a Ch. Wenge, 


2} Postion of Members enpuged in occupations other than that of Architect tnd Surveyor:~Max Clarke, Major 
‘Barnes, Arthur Keen and Walter Cave, representing the Art Standing Committee, sg Cast ont hos 


“The Parliamentary Sub-Committee was set up to watch the interests of the profession in any fresh 
legislation that might be introduced, but up to the present there has been no need to call this Sub-Com- 
mittee together. 

The other Sub-Committees have not yet completed their labours, although Sub-Committee “ C" 
has presented a report which has been approved except as to one clause which is being redrafted. 

"The Council have invited the Committee to nominate members to serve on the Committees hereafter 
named—nominations were made as follows 

Housing Committee—Horace Cubitt, G. Leonard Elkington, W. G. Hunt and Herbert A. Welch. 

Exhibition Joint Committee—Henry V. Ashley, W. H. Atkin-Berry and Max Clarke. 

Report of the Royal Commission on Fire Brigailes and Fire Prevention —Max Clarke and W. Henry 
White. 
‘Metropolitan Water Board Regulations—Max Clarke, co-opting P. M. Fraser and D. Barclay Niven. 


384 

















ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COUNCIL 


Representatives to meet those of the Building Employers’ Federation with reference to Wages Slips on 
‘Tenders—Max Clarke, W. G. Hunt, J. Douglas Scott, W. Henry White and Tacs Jones. 

‘The pamphlet on the Services of Architects has been completed and a recommendation to the Council 
has been made that Mr. Paul Waterhouse be invited to edit it for publication. 

Professional Conduct —The Committee have been called upon to deal with an unusual number of 
cases of alleged unprofessional conduct and breaches of professional etiquette on the part of architects, 
and after careful investigations have made the necessary recommendations to the Council, 

‘The Committee on the recommendations of the Charges and Contracts Sub-Committee have given 
advice and rulings to members and others on numerous questions relating to the appropriate fees for pro- 
fessional services, ‘The Committee again emphasise the importance of architects, acquainting. their 
clients at the carliest opportunity with the RI-B.A. Seale of Charges, as the Courts do nov recognise the 
Scale as binding unless it has been brought to the clients’ notice before the charges have been incurred. 

In accordance with their established practice the Committee decline to express opinions on matters 
sub judice or on ex-parte statements, Several suggestions have been received for amendments to the 
Scale of Charges, and while reserving them for future consideration, the Committee are of opinion that 
frequent alteration of the Scale tends to weaken its value and authority. 

Many inquiries on matters of Professional Practice have been answered, and where these appear 
to be of general interest a résumé has been sent to the JourNat for publication. 

‘As the result of several enquiries the Charges and Contracts Sub-Committee, at the request of the 
Committee and with the approval of the Council, have drawn up a case for legal opinion on clauses of the 
RIILB.A, Form of Contract dealing with payments to Sub-Cantractors and advice thereon will be published 
in the Journal. in due dourse. 

‘The Committee's advice has been sought in several cases involving questions of copyright, but owing 
to lack of decided cases for guidance they obtained the sanction of the Council to draw up andfsubmit 
‘cases for legal opinion, and the same are now under consideration. 

Trade Circulars offering commission or discount to architects have again been brought to the notice 
of the Committee and warnings have been issued to offending firms. 

‘The Committee have recommended that the proprietors of Kelly's Directories be urged to include 
4 professional section in their publications and place architects’ names therein instead of under the Trades 
and Commercial Section as at present. ‘They have also recommended that protest be recorded against 
the recent omission of architects’ names from the “ Buff Book,” and in both cases that the support of 
other professional bodies to these recommendations be sought. 9 

‘The Committee have gratefully accepted the offer of the Assistant Secretary, Mr. Evans, to compile 
‘list of the rulings and decisions made by the Committee for their possible future publication in a hand- 
book, and desire to express their appreciation of the valuable services rendered by Mr. Evans and Mr. 


‘Spragg in connection with the business of this Committee, 








REPORT OF THE COMPETITIONS COMMITTEE 


Since the publication of the last Annual Report the Committee have met on nine occasions. ‘The 
attendance of members of the Committee during the Session beginning 1 July 1923, since when five 
meetings have been held, has been as follows :— 

Ansell, W. H. ema ee 


PuUsouse 





Huw w one 
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‘The following have been the officers of the Committee during the Session 1923-1924 :—Chairman, 
Mr. Herbert A. Welch ; Vice-Chairman, Mr. W. A. Pite ; Hon Secretaries, Messrs. Henry V. Ashley 
and W. H. Ansell. 

During the period under review the Committee have dealt with 31 Competitions. OF this number 
it has been necessary to veto sixteen owing to the refusal of the promoters to observe the essential clauses 
of the RLLB-A. Regulations. One Competition is still the subject of negotiation with the promoters in 
the hope of securing necessary amendments in the Conditions ; in five other eases amendments to Con- 
ditions originally unsatisfactory were successfully arranged. Of the remainder, seven sets of Conditions 
Were submitted to the Committee prior to their issue to Competitors. 

Revision of the R-I-B.A. Regulations.—The Sub-Committee appointed to confer with the Society of 
Architects upon this subject completed their task early in the Session, and their report was circulated to the 
‘Allied Societies in October. ‘The observations of the latter received the careful consideration of the Com- 
mittee ; in many cases their suggestions were incorporated in the report which was submitted to the 
Council and approved by them with some minor amendments. ‘The revised regulations were submitted 
to the General Body on 28 March,and were approved in the form now printed. ‘The thanks of the Com- 
tnittee are due to the members of the Sub-Committee and to the representatives of the Society of Archi- 
tects who assisted in the preparation of the report. 

“Juries —The Committee have noted the opinions expressed in different quarters with regard to the 
establishment of the Jury system for the assessing of Competitions. ‘This matter received the most careful 
Attention when the revision of the existing R.I.B.A, Regulations was under consideration. ‘The Com- 
jnittee were unable to recommend that the R.L.B.A. should insist upon the appointment of a Jury of 
‘Assessors in Competitions generally, as not being in the best interest of Promoters and Competitors. 
‘The Committee desire to point out, however, that provision is made in the R.I.B.A, Regulations for the 
appointment of a Jury where desirable. 

Ryde Pavilion Competition-—A Licentiate who was found to have taken part in this competition, and 
to have won the second premium, was called upon to return his share of the latter and to withdraw from 
the work (the winners having previously done so upon the instructions of the R.1.B.A.). ‘The Licentiate 
in question refused and was therefore expelled by the Council at the Committee's request. 

Town Planning Competitions —In view of the fact that it is felt that the R.1.B.A. Regulations for 
‘Architectural Competitions may not always be applicable to the Conditions of Competitions for ‘Town 
Planning and Lay-out Schemes, the Committee are now in Conference with the Town Planning Institute 
and the ‘Town Planning Committee of the R.I.B.A. with the object of preparing an agreed set of Regulations 
applicable to this kind of Competition. 

Cairo Palais de Fustice Competition —Architects of all nations were invited to take part in this Com- 
petition. It was found that the Conditions were at variance with the Regulations for International Archi 
Tectural Competitions which were settled at Paris in 1908 by the International Competitions Commission. 
"The Committee drew the attention of the Egyptian Government by cable to this fact, but obtained no 
reply. At the request of the Committee the Council therefore banned the Competition and invited the 
‘American Institute of Architects, the Société des Architectes Diplomes par le Gouvernement, and the 
Société Centrale des Architectes to take similar action. ‘These bodies formally protested against the 
action of the Egyptian Government, ‘The recent announcement that this Competition has been won by 
ar of French architects is a matter for regret, from which it is evident that the control exercised by the 
French architectural bodies over their members is far less complete than that of the R.LLB.A. 

Criticism of Winning Designs.—At the Committee's request the Council published a statement i 
JourNaL of the R.LB.A. and in the Professional Press strongly eprocating the aston of eh 
competitors in publicly criticising the award of the Assessor and the winning design in a recent Com- 
petition without first submitting the matter to the R.LLB.A. ‘The Committee do not wish in any way to 
preclude disinterested artistic eriticism with regard to Competitions, but felt it necessary to ask the Council 
Pe take the action stated in view of the bad impression which would be created in the public mind by such 
breaches of the etiquette of the profession. 
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REPORT OF THE TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE 


‘The Town Planning Committee have held nine meetings since the issue of the last Annual Report. 
Sir Aston Webb, P.R.A., was re-appointed Chairman, Professors 8. D. Adshead and Beresford Pite 
Vice-Chairmen, and Messrs. W. R. Davidge and P. M. Fraser Joint Hon. Secretaries. 

Town Planning Competitions. ‘he Committee have been in conference with the Competitions Com- 
mittee and the Town Planning Institute with a view to the issue of an agreed set of Regulations for Town 
Planning Competitions as an addendum to the ordinary R.I.B.A, Competition Regulations. 

Memorandum on Tow Planning.—A general memorandum on ‘* The Architect and Town Planning "" 
has been prepared by the Committee and approved by the Council. The memorandum was printed in 
the Journal and in the professional press and also forwarded to all Allied Societies in Great Britain for 
publicity in the provincial press throughout the country. 

Western Avenue—On the recommendation of the Committee, the Council have made representations 
to the Ministry of Transport and the Middlesex County Council as to the desirability of exercising their 

owers under the Development and Road Improvement Funds Act 1999, for the purchase of a strip of 
Bind up to 440 yards in width, in connection with the proposed new Western Avenue. 

Arterial Roads—On the recommendation of the Committee, the Council have approved a special 
memorandum on the subject of Arterial Roads and the need for employing the best architectural advice 
in connection with these roads. ‘The memorandum is being submitted in due course to the Minister of 
‘Transport. 

Public Telephone Kiosks Alternative designs for public telophone kiosks put forward by the Post 
Office and the Metropolitan Boroughs Standing Joint Committee have been considered and the Committee 
have also been in touch with the Birmingham Civic Association on the matter. The Post Office Depart- 
ment and the Metropolitan Standing Joint Committee have been strongly urged to refer the design to the 
recently appointed Fine Arts Commission for their consideration, 

‘St. Paul's Bridge.—In conjunction with the Town Planning Institute, the London Society and the 
Architecture Club, representations have been made to the Minister of Transport as to serious obstructions 
to East and West traffic that may occur if this bridge is constructed, and to urge that the proposal be 
deferred until after the formation of the proposed ‘Traffic Authority. 

London Traffic Authority —The Committee have recommended the Council to support the establish- 
ment ofa London Traffic Authority at the earliest possible date and a letter to this effect has been forwarded 
to the Prime Minister. 

‘The London Traffic Bill is now before Parliament. 














REPORT OF THE HON. AUDITORS FOR 1923 


We have carefully examined the books and checked the various items therein with the accounts and 
vouchers for the year 1923, together with the various share certificates held by the Institute and the list 
of share and serip certificates deposited at the bank, all of which were found to be in order and to agree 
with the balance sheet prepared by the accountants. 

‘The income for 1923 amounted to £22,035 178. 5d., and the expenditure to £20,539 os. 6d., leaving 
asurplus of £1,496 168. 11d. ‘The income for 1922 was £23,972 18. r1d., and the expenditure £22,198 148., 
which left a surplus of £1,173 78. 11d. ‘Therefore, although the income in 1923 was less than the previous 
year, the expenditure was also considerably lower, with the result that the surplus as shown on the Income 
and Expenditure Account for 1923 is £323 98. greater than in 1922. 

In 1922 the fees received from Candidates for the various examinations amounted to £4,063 138., 
whilst in 1923 they amounted to only £1,940 6s. ; a diminution of £2,123 7s., due to the cessation of the 
Special War Examination. 

It is, however, satisfactory to note that a larger number of candidates have presented themselves 
for registration as Probationer, and for the Intermediate and Final Examinations, with the result that 
the fees received are £343 78- more than in 1922, 











(Continued on page 392.) 387 









Income and Expenditure Account of Ordinary Funds for the Year ending ist December 1923. 
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Balance Sheet of Trost Funds, 3lst December 1923, 
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‘There is.also a reduction of the amount received for entrance fees, which in 1922 amounted to 
£1,138 48-, ‘ih in 1923 totalled only £751 16s. ; a difference of £386 8s, 

rrease in expenditure has occurred, as by comparison with the previous year, on the following 
items :— 

(1) General printing, etc., £772 108. 5d.; (2) General meetings and Exhibitions, Gite 12.5 (3), 
Advergements, £15 36.34; (4 Rates and Tone, £6 16.5 j (5) Fel, £6,118; (6) Contributions to 
Allied Societies, £100 138. 34. ; (7) Miscellancous Expenses, £771 115. 

"The following items show. an increase in expenditure :— 

(1) Salaries, £257 178. rod.; (a) Medals and Prizes, £49 10s. 6d.; (3) Kalendar, {202 89, 2d. 
(4) Jounsan, £261 143. 34. k 

It will be noted that the Jourat and Kalendar have increased in size and weight, and together have 
cost an additional sum of £464 28. sd. ‘This, however, has been more than counterbalanced by an 
additional revenue of £142 158. 8d. for advertisements, and £599 118. 6d. on the sale of publications. 

In reference to the item of £88 for rescinding the old contract for printing the Kalendar, a con 
siderably lower tender has been accepted for executing this work, so that a large saving will be effected 
in the future. 

We are of the opinion that the Funds of the Institute have been carefully and wisely administered, 
and great care has been taken to effect due economy where possible, without detriment to the business 
objects of the R.LB.A, 

"The books have been carefully and systematically kept, and every facility was afforded us as Honorary 
Auditors. The thanks of the members are due to those officials who, very evidently, have the best interests 
of the Institute at heart, 












R. Stepney Aytia 
. E, Huremmson [ 





Mh) | ton, Auditors 


THE FINANCES OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTE 


‘The balance sheet and statements prepared by the Accountants and the Report of the Hon. Auditors 
show the present position of the finances of the Institute, 

‘The estimate of income and expenditure for the year ending 31 December 1923, which was prepared 
in March 1933, was a prudent one. We expected an income of £21,250 and we received £22,035. We 
expected to spend £20,992 and we actually spent £20,539. We expected a surplus of £28. We have 
arealised surplus of £1,496. 

"There have been savings as compared with our estimate, of over £700 on General Printing, Stationery, 
Stamps and Petty Expenses, over £200 on General Mectogs and Exhibitions, over £160 on General 
Repairs, £200 on the contributions to Allied Societies, The £105 set aside in connection with the 
Australian Parliament Buildings Competition was not called for. On the other hand, Grants have been. 
increased by nearly £200, the JourNat. and Kalendar have cost more than was expected, but there will be 
substantial savings under both these heads in 1924. 

Our estimate of income turned out very satisfactorily. Sales of Publications were £550 better than 
we expected, Examination Fees were foe Better ‘ 

During the year 1923 we spent £3,357 on the structural alterations in the Galleries and the Cloak 
Room. ‘This was paid for partly aiaaees of £1,734 remaining from the amount borrowed from the 
Norwich Union and partly by an advance from ordinary funds. When the necessary additional borrow= 
ing powers have been obtained ordinary funds will be relieved of this expenditure. 

"The “ Budget " for 1924 has been prepared on the same conservative basis as in 1923, and itis satis~ 
factory to know that we may confidently anticipate a surplus of over £600 on the year’s working. 


Hanny Barnes, Vice-President, 
Chairman of Finance and House Committee. 
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The R.I.B.A. Council’s Proposals for Registration and 
Consolidation of the Profession 


‘The following letter, signed by the members of the Council and by members of the Allied Societies’ Conference, 
and a précis of the proposals agreed between the Council of the Royal Institute and the Council of the Society of 
‘Architects for the amalgamation of the two bodies have been issued to all the members of the Institute :— 

9 Conourt Star, Recesr Stier, 
i Loxpos, W.t. 
14 April 1924. 
Dean Six, aire tp: 


‘We, the Council of the R.ILB.A. and Members of the Allied Societies’ Conference, have much pleasure in enclosing 





» ull etuerent of the Council's proposals for dealing with the question of registration and consolidation of the 
profession. 
Tris pri that the R.LB.A, should absorb the Society of Architects. ‘The proposal is supported by most of 





‘the leaders of the profession, because of its immense value in. dealing ‘with all matters on which it is desired to influence 
Mblie nection, apart from and in addition t0 the question of Registration. Upon the latter aspect of the proposal we 
ve, on the advice of our Parliamentary Agents, ‘consulted Mr, Edward Shortt, K.C, (late Home Secretary), and his 
‘opinion is that the dissolution of the Society of Architects and the admission of its members into the R.I.B.A. would 
immensely strengthen the hands of the R.1.B.A. in the promotion of a Registration Bill, “ Coming to irliament,” 
heaays, a they would, for the protection of the public as well as fr their own better regulation, they would speak with 
the united and unanimous Voice of the whole profession, 1 am of opinion. that their chances of success would be 
nfinitely greater than they would be in present circumstances." [See Appendix.] 

Ti onder that mombers may fully realise the position, the following statement is given of the facts upon which 
‘the Council's policy is based >— 

(x) As a Council we declined, in the interests of the R.1.B.A,, to consider a registration policy which does not 

Jeave the R.1.B.A. supreme as the registration authority. 

(a) The Couneil of the Society of ‘Architects could not see their way to support an R.I,B.A. Bill on these terms, 
but offered to consider the dissolution of their ‘Society and the absorption of their members by the RLBA. 
‘as an alternative, 

(3) As it was obvious that no success could be achieved if an organised body of Architects, such as the Society, 
‘fumbering some 1,700 members, were not in agreement with our proposals, we agreed to consider absorption, 
rar erptthe posicon of out examined classes could be secured und no new cass of members created 

(4) The terms now submitted embody these vital principles. The R.1.B.A, will then occupy the un puted 
position of being (with its Athed Societies) the ‘only organised body of Architects in Great Britain, the 
‘Associate class still retaining its distinction of being composed solely of men who have passed our examinations. 

(5) The class which will be mainly increased in numbers is the Licentiate class. ‘This is a dying class, and by 
‘the effluxion of time will cease to exist altogether, leaving the R.LB.A. with Fellows and Associates only, 
‘and no further admittances to membership without examination. 

If returned to office the Council will at once submit to the General Body proposals for confirmation, including 
provision in our Charter and Bye-laws for the hol ng of a referendum on occasions, for the more adequate repre- 
sentation of the Allied Societies on the R.1.B.A. Council, and a reform in the procedure for the Council election which 
Will tend to secure greater continuity of policy from year to year. 

In order not only that every member may have an opportuni of ex] ‘ing his opinion uy them, but that 
ae tn grder nat ly that er eran agreed policy, Counel in entve sympathy with i, the proponls are Put 
brie ‘as the definite policy of this Council at forthcoming election and the Council will abide by the result of 

voting, 

Oeke ‘Licentiates who have no yote will be invited to express their opinion because their class is the one chiefly 

“Thus 4 referendum in the only form at present available under the R.ILB.A. Charter and Bye-laws will in effect 
be held, and the real feeling of the members obtained. 

In January last the body known as the “ Defence League ” issued to members a circular purporting to contain: 
the gist of these proposals, ‘At that date negotiations were in progress with the Society of Architects, and the President 
of the R.I.B.A, asked members to suspend judgment until these were completed and our proposals formulated. 

Aswill now be acen, the circular, being based on hearsay, was inaccurate in many particulars, and any judgment 
fond a na ee te et vlow of te complete and fal information ee now pomble to furcish. 
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Finally, we desire to add our tribute to the generous und friendly spirit in which the Society of Architects have 
net us in the prolonged negotiations which have resulted in 90 favourable an arrangement. ‘Their President hes 
further assured us that no special efforts shall be made to increase theit membership during the progress of these 
negotiations, 

‘That Members of the Royal Institute will support these proposals and take a broad and statesmanlike view of 
the situation is the earnest wish of the Council and of the members of the Allied Societies’ Conference whose signatures 
are appended to this letter. 











Yours very truly, 
President 
J. Aum Goren 
VicesPrevidnts 
Haney Barnes, E. Guy Dawnen. 
‘Herseer T. Buck.anp, W, Conris Green. 
Honorary Secretary 
Anrnun Kees. 
Members of Count 
Henny V. Astute, Jou Kerere 
Rowert ATKINSON, Ewin L. Lurvens. 
jou J. Buns, Thomas R, Mnvns, 
abreh CANE. G. Gienner Scorr, 
Epwrs Cooren. Waurer Tarrxn, 
+H, C, Converts, A, BrumwaLt THomas, 
Banister Prarrcrn. Percy E, Thosas. 
Henry M., Furreven, Ewan P, Wann, 
Givonnr Fraser, Mavnice E. Wenn. 
Associate-Members of Council 
H. Cuaron Brapsnaw. Micnam, Waruntouse, 
G. C, Lawnunce. Husnmacr A. Wercu, 
W. G, Newrow, J. Huperr Worrmxatox, 
Past Prevents 
Jou W, Simpson, Paut. Warexuouse, 
Representatives of Allied Societies 
8. F, Hanns (Northamptonshire). W.S. Skinesan [Bristol 
Faancis Jonns: ]. C.G, Souran [Dundee]. 
W~.T. a Ree Lae i Witkixson rork]. 
ase Loctnnad (Glasgow). . G. Wilson, Je, . 
Hine Monte [Leeds tea West Yorba), His Abecteed 


Representative of the Architectural Association (London) 
E. Stantry HALL, 


W. Gact Mittar, Chairman, ling Branch, Berks, Bucks and Oxon Archit Associat 
W. R, Howstt, Past Chairman, ling Branch, Berks, Bucks and Oxon Ariiecmat ‘Avicoaice 
Hanon 8. Rocuns, Chairman, Oxford Branch, Berks, Bucks and Oxon Architectural Asoc 


G.H. Wi Chairman, Slough Branch, Berks, Bucks and Oxon Archi 
G: 5. Kourrox, Pat Chairtian, Slough Brae, Desks: Backs td Oxon Archtecunt en, 
Pun Mena Pant Prealent Deter ona Haeter Archit Se 
Prncy Monnus, it iety. 
A. G, Brwes, Past President, Devon and Exeter Architectural Society. 
Git, Alm, President, Gloucestershire Architectural, Assocation, 
‘utuaM PowtAt, President, Hampshire le of Wight Association of Archit 
J. A, Surru, Chairman, Hatopshire and Ile of Wight Association of Archnree 
G. P, Suemtoax, President, Royal Institute of the Architects of Ireland. 
W, Aunan Jones, President, Leeds and West Yorkshire Architectural Society. 
re. Procten, Past President, Leeds and West Yorkshire Architectural Society. 
J, Stockpats Hantuso, President, Leicester and Leicestershire Society of Architects, 
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‘Wo. Keay, Past President, Leicester and Leicestershire Society of Architects. 

E, Buerrast Kinny, President, Liverpool Architectural Society. 

‘W. Gurx Donte, Past President, Liverpool Architectural Society. 

Anu J. Hore, President, Manchester Society of Architects. 

‘A. W. Hexsinos, Past President, Manchester Society of Architects, 

E. T. Boaxoman, President, Norfolk and Norwich Association of Architects, 

C.F, Burros, Chairman, Tees-side Branch, Northern Architectural Association. 

, H, Heazeut, President, Nottingham and Derby Architectural Society. 

A, Earox,, Past President, Nottingham and Derby Architectural Society, 

‘T. P. Makwick, President, Incorporation of Architects in Scotland. 

ALN. Patenson, Past President, Incorporation of Architects in Scotland. 

Gro, Bexnerr Mrrcuntt, Past President, Aberdeen Chapter, Incorporation of Architects in Scotland, 
A. Granaen Hurron, Past President, Dundee Chapter, Incorporation of Architects in Scotland, 
J. Isc Monuusoy, President, Edinburgh Chapter, Incorporation of Architects in Scotland. 
‘Anotan SwAN, Past President, Edinburgh Chapter, Incorporation of Architects in Scotland, 
‘A. PaTanson, Prosident, Glasgow Chapter, Incorporation of Architects in Scotland. 

‘Wa. B. Warts, Past President, Glasgow Chapter, Incorporation of Architects in Scotland. 
Auxanpan Grant, President, Inverness Chapter, Incorporation of Architects in Scotland, 
Joun Wrrrer, Past President, Inverness Chapter, Incorporation of Architects in Scotland, 

H, C, PonrsMourit, Past President, South Wales Institute of Architects. 

E, CM, Wittmort, Chairman, Central Branch, South Wales Institute of Architects, 

CS. Tiosus, Chaitman, Western Branch, South Wales Institute of Architects, 

E, W. G. Ricianns, Chairman, Northern Branch, South Wales Institute of Architects. 

RM, Youna, President, Ulster Society of Architects. 

'T, W. Hieany, Past President, Ulster Society of Architects 

Alan E. Monby, Past President, York and East Yorkshire Architectural Society. 

Staniey Hamp, Past President, ‘The Architectural Association, London. 


Elrtunar Haren Representing the Cape Insitute of Architects. 


RN. Vanes, Representing the New Zealand Institute of Architects, 











A précis of the Proposals agreed between the Council of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects and the Council of The Society of 
Architects for the Amalgamation of the two bodies 


‘The Councils of the Royal Institute and ‘The Society of Architects ate agreed after a careful review of the situation 
from all sides that the interests of the profession, ax a whole, will be best served by'the amalgamation of the two Societies 
‘and a tetumn to the position of 40 years ago, when the Society broke away from the R.I.B.A. oh the Registration 
question, 

"They are further agreed that if termts satisfactory to Members of both Societies can be settled, such an amalgamation 
will undoubtedly strengthen the hands of the profession in dealing through one representative Society instead of two 
‘with sich questions as -— 

(1) Registration. 

(a) Education and the very complete system of schools which has grown up throughout the Empire, 
(3) The control of Public Competitions. 

(4) Professional Practice. 

(5) Negotiations with Government and Public Bodies. 

(6) Questions which continually arise between the profession and the public which i serves, 

Both Councils realise that no terms can be arranged which will be equally agreeable to everyone, and that the 
members of each Society must make some concession to the common good. 

‘Such an arrangement could only be suggested if, ax both Councils believe, itis for the ultimate good of the profession 
and the public. 

With this object in view the following terms have been agreed upon by the two Councils after much anxious con 
sideration, and in due course will be recommended to the Members of both Societies for acceptance. 
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‘TERMS OF AMALGAMATION. 

‘The Terms of Amalgamation soereniestty, themselves under three main headings, and are to be embodied 

in a document agreed to by both Councils circulated to the Members of both bodies, 

(A) Membership. 

(B) Action after Amalgamation. , 

(C) Finance, 
(a) Palace of the Si priciorely 17623 becomne Malai of oh EBA. 

1. (a) Fellotos faciety, ay cr ly 170%, to become Fellosos B.A. 

(0) Members of the Sao, mone ', to become Liventiates of the R.1.B.A., with full corporate. 
powers and the power of voting on all subjects, and the right to use the affix L.R.IB.A. and the title 

* Chartered Architect," 

(©) Licentiates of the Society, approximately 180%, to become Students of the R.LB.A., with privilege of 

becoming Licentiates of the R.I.B.A. as and when they are qualified to do so. (Sce para. 3.) 

(@) Students of the Society, approximately 130, to become Probationers of the R.1.B.A. 

Norr.—Provision to be made for Members of the Society who have the Society's Membership. 
Examination, some 150 in all, to lify for Associateship of the R.1,B.A, if they wish to do so, on passing a 
Special Examination in Design and in thoee subjects which are not included in the Society's eeaminaton, 

2, The names of the Retired Members of the Society to be printed in a separate list in the R.I.B.A, Kalendar, and 
they are to enjoy the privileges of Retired Members of the R.I.B.A. 

3. The qualifications to enable Licentiates of the Society him from the class of Students of the R.I.B.A. to the 
class of Licentiates of the R.1,B.A, to be drafted by the Council of the Society to correspond with the qualifications now 
in force to enable them to become Members of the le 

4. Licentiates of the R.LB.A. to be granted full corporate powers with full voting powers on all subjects with the 
use of the affix L.R.I.B. 

'5. All Fellows, Associates and Licentiates to be entitled to use the title Chartered Architect "if they wish to do $0, 
in addition to the appropriate R.1.B.A. affix, , 

6, The Society undertakes to cease approving candidates for membership as soon as the two general bodies have 
ratified the terms of the amalgamation. 

7. Further, as these proposals entail alterations to the RL.B.A. Charter and Bye-laws, itis intended to ask the 
Privy Council to authorise the following additional alterations at the same time, which, it is believed, will facilitate the 
working of the Institute machinery—i.e,, proposals : = 

{@) ‘To ensure a more adequate fepresentation upon the Coun of exch comporate clas, 
(b) ‘To elect continuity 

annually. 

() ‘To increase the representation of the Allied Societies, including those overseas, on the R.1.B.A. Council. 
I iio enie moptrien qoatlane of eaciis pole sate wlankied ia Weeaticrcanberees iene of 

General Meeting in London only. 

Nora—Tha fetloving information a iven to enable Members to sed the effect of these proposals upon the Membership 











‘@ Council's policy by limiting the number of its Members put up for re-election 














BEFORE 
AMALGAMATION, pep of 
ipproximate Membership AFTER 

Approximate Membership of the Soeie of Architects. AMALG; i. 

the R.LB.A. J (October, 1923). Ee EATION: 

Fallows Fellows 200f FRIWAT a ae 
‘Associates ¢ Members 1137 ARIBA. ae mae 
Licentiates 2 Licentiates 167 LRIBAL 2347 
Students .. Students 130 Students, RIA, 1) “45g 
Probationers Probationers, RBA. ¢30 
Toran ne ba ee ‘Toray as. Gora 











Te is estimated that at the end of 10 years, at the normal rate of increase of the Assoclatce 
Licentiates by wastage, the figures will be approximately — nd oceende Of the, 
Associates: 3,000 

Licentiates = o 1,500 
* The remainder of the Fellows, Members, and Licentiates fans ese nee aire 


4 These fyures include « certain number who are already Members ofthe HCLBA’ o™mMe™ * Licentiate of the RIEB.A, 
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No provision is made for the admission to the R.1B.A, of any unattached Architects other than the above, except 
‘through the ordinary channels, but it is hoped that many may be induced to join their local Societies allied to the RU.B.A., 
aand thereby assist towards the complete unity of the profession, 

(B) Action arren Awatcamation, 2 

1, The R.1.B.A. undertakes, immediately upon the ratification of the terms of amalgamation, to appoint a Registra 
tion Committee upon which the Society shall be equally represented with the RLB.A. to draft and carry through its 
vvatious stages the Registration Bill until it becomes an Act. 

2. The Society undertakes, when the amalgamation is completed and the transfer of members effected, to begin 
to take the necessary steps for the winding-up and dissolution of the Society. 

(©) Fexaxcn, 

4. "The Members of The Society of Architects joining the R.I-B.A. will not be required to pay entrance fees. "The 

subscriptions for all Members of the various classes of the R.I.B.A. to be as follows :— 





BONS Sy Seen srl 9s Te £5 sf. od, per annum, 
Associates and Licentiates [° [2° !! £3 3. od. per annum, 
Students fe ft ae od! per annum. 


2, The surplus of assets over liabilities of the Was estimated at the last audit in October 1933. at £7,000. 
vis estimated if the scheme is carried through the R.1B.A. will have an additional income of between £5,000 and 


£6,000 a year, 
APPENDIX 
OPINION oF Mr, EDWARD SHORTT, K,C. 

(On the advice of the Parliamentary Agents of the R.I.B.A., the opinion of Mr, Edward Shortt, K.C. (lute Home 
‘Sceretary) was obtained. 

‘The case submitted to Mr. Shortt and his opinion upon it are appended, 

ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS, 
Miatomxpuat ror Orinion or Couns. 

1, ‘The architectural profession demand that a serious attempt should be made to obtain the Statutory Registration 
‘of Qualified Architects. 

3 At present there are two independent profesional organisations in this country >— 

(@) ‘The Royal Institute of British Architects, with over s,000 members and students and a network of " Allied 
Societies " and Brunches (37 in number), covering the whole country, and embracing several thousand 
additional members, ‘The R.1,B.A. is the Royal and Chartered body founded 90 years ago to foster the art 
of architecture and protect the interests of the profession. 

(b) ‘Tho Society of Architects, founded 40 years ago, an unchartered body of some 1,600 professional members 
and students, completely independent of the R.1.B.A, and endeavouring to discharge similar functions to 
those of the RILB.A. 

‘3. The Society of Architects have declined to support and would almost certainly oppose a Registration Bill 

ited by the R.1.B.A. on the only lines which are acceptable to the Council of the R.LB.A., but would support a 

ill which provided for the establishment of a new federal organisation to control the whole profession, 

4. The R.L-B.A, will not promote or acquiesce in a Bill which hands over the control of the profession to.a new body 
independent of the R.I.B.A., and will only support a Bill which confirms the chartered position of the R.I.B.A. as 
the supreme governing body’ of the profession, 

{A a, ay out of this inpane, the Council of ‘The Society of Architocts propose to dissolve ther Society on 
condition that their members are admitted into the R.I.B.A., so leaving the R.LB.A. with its network of " Allied 
Societies” as the sole and supreme professional oransation of Architects in the Kingdom, 
reat this solution i accepted, there is no obstacle tothe drafting of « Registration Bill on the lines desired by the 

‘The Opinion of Counsel is desired on the following Question :— J 

“ Has the R.L.B.A. a better chanice of success with its Registration Bill if itubsorbs ‘The Society of Architects 
‘as suggested in paragraph 5, oF if it leaves the Society in its present independent state ? ” 














OPINION, 
._. Having regard to paragraphs 3 and 4 of these instructions, I do not think that any Bill could succeed in present 
circumstances. But if The Society of Architects dissolve, as suggested in paragraph 5 of these instructions, and the 


Members are admitted into the RL.B.A., the hinds of the R.1.B.A. would be immensely strengthened. Coming to 
Parliament, as they would, for the protection of the public as well as for their own better regulation, they would speale 
ith the united and unanimous voice of the whole profession. I am of opinion that their chances of success would 


wit 
E, SHORTT. 








be infinitely greater than they would be in present circumstances. 


3 Hane Counr, ‘Trurte, E.C 1. 
9 April x24. 
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The Council of the Society of Architects has also issued the following 
“letter to the members of the Society 


28 Benvorp Squane, 


W.C.1. 
To MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS. 


‘The enclosed is a précis of the main lines of the agreement come to by the Councils of the Institute and the Society 
‘on Registration and Amalgamation. It is being issued to the Members of the R.1.B.A. and also to those of the Society 
for their information only, and not for the purpose of discussion at this stage of the Tehas been arranged 
with the R.J,B.A, Council that after the forthcoming election in June rex, particulars of the scheme in detail will be 
submitted first of all to the general body of Members of the Institute by the Council of that body, If the scheme ix 
approved and subsequently confirmed by the general body of the R.1.B.A., it will afterwards be presented to the general 
body of The Society of Architeets, with whom, therefore, the final decision will rest, 

Tris earnestly hoped by the Council of the Society that until the scheme in detail is placed before the Members for 
final consideration, they will refrain from Press criticism of the pi ‘or from taking any other steps which may tend 
to prejudge the issue oF in any other way to embarrass the R.1.B.A. or prejudice the consideration by that body of the 
scheme on its mens, ‘The Counel of the Society relies that this request may put a severe strain upon the loyalty of 
the general body of Members, but ithas every reason to suppose that Members will continue to demonstrate the confidence 
Which they have hitherto reposed in the Council, by acquiescing in this request made in the interests of all concerned. 
‘The Council undertakes that ifand when the time arrives, Members of ety will be invited to express their views 
‘on the subject and to record their votes personally and by proxy as provided under the regulations, 

‘There are indications that any criticisin by Members may be directed chietly to the proposal to transfer them to # 
class of " Licentiates " within the Institute, bur this class of Licentiate " must not be confounded with the present 
‘one, the Members of which have no corporate existence within the Institute. ‘The new class of " Licentiatea " are to 
have full corporate membership of the R.1,B.A., and voting powers on all subjects, including the Charter and Bye-laws, 
and the right to describe themselves as Chartered Architects and to use the affix" L.RIB.A."" ‘The Society's proposal 
‘was for the new class to be described as" Members ” of the Institute, but inasmuch as the term Member ™ ina 
general sense would include Fellows, Associates and Licentiates of the R.I.B.A. 

‘lass of membership. There are some who consider the designation " Licentiate 
than that implied by Member.” 

Icmust be borne in mind by Members of the Society that the one and only object of the Council of the Society in 
agreeing in principle to amalgamation with the Institute is for the purpose of accomplishing the main object for which 
the Society was founded and is being carried on, viz., the attainment of Statutory Registration of Architects, The 
Council of she Society is af the pinion tht such tmalgamation iw necessary preliminary to Registration, and thatthe 
chance of obtaining Statutory Registration will be enormously strengthened and increased by amalyarnation with the 
Institute, which is itself pledged to pursue the same object and hae given an undertaking to the Society, in the event of the 
amalgamation taking place, to promote a Registration Bill and to pursue it until it becomes an Act. 

In this connection the attention of Members of the Society in called to the appendix on page 6 of the encloned 
particulary, giving the opinion of the eminent K.C., Mr. Shortt, on the question, Paes 

‘The Couneil trusts that if and when the time comes that the Members of the Society are called upon to make 
decision in regard to amalgamation, they will regard the process of absorption merely as a means to anvend, aad thar 
any who for personal reasons might, in normal circumstances, have felt disinclined to accept the proposed terms of 
transfer will realise that they are the Members who, if they are far-seeing and generous enough to put acide 
feelings and support the Council, will be amongst those without whose uid it would have been impossible for the Soetety 
to take advantage of the opportunity now of accomplishing the main object for which it was founded. 

It is hoped that the Members of the Society will realise that during the long and protracted negotiations with 
R.LB.A. Council on the subject, every question on points of detil which i seems possble could be ised by Newbee 
‘of the Society fms been exhaustively discussed and the matter considered from every conceivable point of view Tn 
these circumstances, and at this stage of the proceedings, they will be rendering a great service to the Society if they. will 
refrain a far x pontble from critcinms and enquires which would invalve the Society in explanations on point of detail 
which may, after all, not arise, 






















































E. 





J. PARTRIDGE, 
14th April 1924. ae 
‘See also letter signed by Past Presidents R.I.B.A., p. 404. 
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Correspondence 


MR. GOODHART-RENDEL’S PAPER, 
Mentone, 11 April 1924. 
To the Editor, JOURNAL R.ILB.A.,— 

Si—I read with much pleasure Mr, Goodhart- 
Rendel’s excellent paper on English Gothic Architec- 
ture, and Yam sorry that absence from town prevented 
my attending the meeting. 

1 must, however, take exception to some remarks he 
made about John Nash, the architect of Regent Street, 
He said Nash carried the practice of jerry-building to 
such a degree that litle of it remains to the present day." 

‘This is absolutely untrue, as witness Regent Street 
(Gill it was lately demolished) and the houses round 
Regen’ Park o say nothing of the work he executed 
at the Royal Palaces and the United Service Club, . He 
ould not have been appointed Architect to the King 
if he had been such a man as Mr. Goodhart-Rend. 
describes him, 

‘The additions to Corsham Court had to be rebuilt, 
because the work was scamped, and Nash, then being 
an old man, was unable to take the long journeys to 
Bath to supervise the work, ‘The reason Regent Street 
was built in brick and plaster was, as Nash said, that if 
stone had been employed the cost and difficulty of 
transport was so great that the street would never have 
been completed. ‘There are many country houses built 
by Nash still in existence, and Ihave never heard that 
the work was badly executed. Pugin® was engaged by 
Nash when he first came to London from Paris and 
worked in his office, and Nash paid his expenses to 
enable him to travel and study Gothic architecture in 
England —Yours faithfully, 

W. Hinton Nasu [F. 


To the Editor, Jounnat. R..BA— — 10 April 1924, 

Dean Sin,—Mr. Goodhart-Rendel’s most interesting 
and excellent paper on English Gothic Architecture of the 
Nineteenth Century, printed in the current issue of the 
JounNat, certainly warranted the timely appreciation by 
Professor Beresford Pite when he heartily proposed the 
vote of thanks to its eapable author, 

T rogret exceedingly my inability to be present at the 
meeting, but sincerely wish to: support the congratulations 
accorded to the lecturer, who always consistently 
recognised the merits of the notable achievements of the 
leaders of the Medisval movement during the Victorian 
Era with which I was to some degree associated as, for 
instance, by my active connection during a quarter of a 
century with the Royal Architectural Museum founded 
by its pioneer Sir Gilbert Scott, whose memorial in 
Westminster Abbey personally concerned me, when I 
gladly served as Honorary Secretary of the fund raised for 
that purpose, 

‘The discussion which you have given with the report 
of Mr. Goodhart-Rendel’s comprehensive essay is equally 

‘* Mr. Nash, of course, refers to Augustus Charles Pugin, 
the father of Augustus Welby Pugin Eo. 









































Yaluable and entirely worthy of the occasion. Mr. 
Edward Warren's remarks following upon his description 
of s Malioned Cottage in cabean Gothic erected 

4 village mason on a village hill in the Quantocks, " far 
‘ecoay from the contamination of the * Build é 

reepoabucedia tpn ee role we 

precise information, particularly as the speaker went on 
to aay that he had observed how “the lost cause of 
Gothic Architecture was supported with a fervour almost 
beyond belief in Oxford.” It is true that Mr. Warren 
hhad just lately discovered, among the many anachron- 
isms (which he tello us he has constantly found in this 
University City) " another incongruity at Oriel College, 
where the Middle Quad has been flanked by two buildings 
in deliberately Jacobean Gothic.” 

‘The professional Press can scarcely be blamed for what 
has thus happened, though ity Baneful influence seems 
possibly implicated perhaps by its eclecticism which 
arises from an impartial endeavour to illustrate the 
beat available contemporaneous buuldings of the day. 
Howeverthat may be, Iam ata loss to understand exactly 
this reference to. "the contamination of the 
News.’ After 1872 I was enabled to assist in producing 
4 vast number of illustrations of the best work done by 
Gilbert Scott, G. EB, Street, G. F. Bodley, J. L, Pearson, 
Wm. Burges, James Brooks, Norman Shaw, Alfred 
‘Waterhouse and others, too numerous to mention, in the 
pages of the old BN." An to that record an Editorial 
Melbourne article in'the January issue of the Journal of 
the Royal Victorian Instiute of Architects bears witness 
in a complimentary way, adding “not a few eminent in 
the professional world owe a great deal to the faithful 
representations of their designs by M.B.A."" ‘This from 
Australi, ‘Mavnice B, Apaws (F.). 


16 April 1924, 


pity that Mr. Maurice B. 
resent at the reading of Mr. 
hhe missed a pleasure, and 
through misinterpretation of 


























To the Editor, Jounsa.. R 

Dian Sin,—It is inde 
‘Adams was not able to be 
Goodhart-Rendet’s. paper, 
hhas fallen into a little error, 
my poor remarks. 

1s, however, he had read your report with more attention 
he would have seen that inmy reference to cottage building 
the Quantocks Twas quoting my friend the late Mr. 
Alfred Parsons, R.A. ‘The word "' contamination "wi 
used jocularly and was received in that sense by my audi~ 
ence at the R.LB.A. 

Mr. Parsons obviously meant that the Somersetshire 
masons, who dvvelt and worked in a remote district, had no 
contact’ with illustrations of contemporary architecture, 
sand preserved the traditional manner of Jacobean Gothic 
Lup to the end, or nearly the end, of the nineteenth century. 
Tam not responsible for that statement, but 1 believe it. 

Theed hardly say that I intended no slur upon that very 
excellent paper the Building Netes, for which I have every 
respect, 

‘As to anachronisms at Oxford, T gave three or four i 
stances, and believe there are many others. ‘The “* deli- 
herately Jacobean buildings at Oriel are interesting as 
showing the continuity of that manner well into the 
eighteenth century. Yours faithfully, 

Epwano Warnes [F.]. 
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Domestic Architecture of the American Colonies 
and of the Early Republic” 


BY PROFESSOR A. E. 


‘This handsome volume, in which is embodied the 
substance of « course of lectures delivered by, the 
author at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, 
in 1920, was published in November x22. It has 
taken exactly a year for the review copy to reach Lon- 
don, but itis none the less. welcome for the delay. 

‘The work contains three hundred pages of text and 
two hundred and nineteen illustrations, includin 
drawings and photographs; moreover, it is a book an 
not a specious compilation, : ; 

"The admiration for Colonial work began in America 
nearly sixty years ago, pethaps on account of the popu 
larity of Hawthorne's * House of the Seven Gables” 
and Longfellow’s “ Wayside Inn," and not indirectly 
responding to Thackeray's nove i 
‘seen an almost parallel development to the r 
interest in English architecture which be 
fies of the Lat century, with copious references to 
the work of Sir Christopher Wren, and has been con- 
inued through the various phases, in an ascending 

fe, unl the present day. "Both developments re= 
garded in an historical sense, not the revivals, have the 
Unquestioned merit of offering direct truths inde- 
pendent of style or taste. Both correspond to the 
stimuli of environment and conditions ; in addition, 
the exemplars are true to structural laws of use and 
function, and observant of economy of material without 
sacrifice of beauty. Many books have been written on 
the subject of traditional domestic architecture both in 
this country and America, for the subject has de- 
manded tribute not only in'writing but in the form of 
measured drawings and photographs. In America 
many distinguished authors have been busy checking 
ill-considered travesties and_ revivals by constant 
reference to the indigenous although slight buildis 
expression of their forbears of the Colonial peri 
Professor Fiske Kimball, whose name stands for 
thoroughness of research 28 well as for authoritative 
views, has produced a book which, although limited to 
the colonies under English rule, also bridges the gap 
between the Colonial and the first Revolutionary 
period, He treats of the art and its evolution in the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, and its subse- 
quent development in the days of the early Republic, 
He employs the term Colonial in the original meaning 
of the term, and goes on to describe the later influences 
which a0 effectually biassed taste towards later 

© Dinero Architecture of the American Colonics and of the 
Early Republic. By Professor Finke Kimball. New York : 
‘Charles Scribner's Sora,” 1923 
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. RICHARDSON [F.}. 


European models of classic origin. ‘The openi 
chapter describes building in the seventeenth century 
and refers continuously to parallel examples in. the 
mother country, to which decisions he is helped by 
references to Mr. Innocent’s valuable work, The 
Development of English Building Construction, "Natu= 
rally he refers to the framed structures of wood w 
hogan to be built after 1611. The “ Scotch House 
(Boardman House), Saugus, Massachusetts, which was 
built in 165r, hus all the character of a Hertfordshire 
house of the same period ; but the Whipple House, 
Ipswich, Massachusetts, which dates from 1669, shows 
some slight changes from English custom. It was 
natural that the building tradition brought from Eng- 
land should by contact with a country of dissimilar 
natural and material conditions undergo more than a 
surface change. ‘Thus it came about that a definite 
departure was made at the close of the seventeenth 
century and the buildings took on, perhaps sub- 
Consclously on the part of the builders that defiaite 
‘American look which responds to regional and other 
factors. 

Professor Kimball is very explicit on the subject 
of the windows of the late seventeenth century. He 
writes: * These, which were universalin the etterhouses 
after 1650, were hinged casement sash with leaded 
panes, either diamond or oblong in shape, a con 
able number of which are preserved, although I know 
no cate of one remaining in its original position,” A 

od idea of the interior of a late seventeenth century 

wouse is obtained from the illustration of the Parlour 
of the Capen House at Topsfield, — A litte further on 
the author, in Fig. r5, shows the structural arrange 
ments of New Engiarid houses of the late seventeenth 
century, which go far to show that the external effect 
was derived from the plan. Houses of masonry were 
not at this time looked upon with favour, neither was 
it always possible to obtain lime for the construction. 
Brick, on the other hand, at this time was widely used, 
not always imported from England or Holland, but 
‘manufactured as necessity demanded on the spot. It 
is interesting, and not a little curious, to study the 
Tudor characteristics of “Bacon's Castle,” Su 
County, Virginia, which was built of brick before 1676, 
or Fairfield, Carter's Creek, Gloucester County. The 
house of Willi 4 ia), built of brick between 

ir 8 fait evidence of the imy i 

change in building expression. Here is a all howe 
of brick with sashed windows and outside shutters that 
might well stand amidst the umbrageous greenery at 

































AMERICAN DOMESTIC ARCHITECTURE 


Chalfont St. Giles. From such evidence as the fore- 








going it can be said that the seventeenth century in 
America, in so far as the counties und. lish rule 
are concerned, reflects the survival of methods 





which were also current in England, and in some cases 
these methods were continued well into the eighteenth 
century, later to be fused with the newer leavening of 
precise workmanship and detail which then became 
the mode, 

“The opening years of the eighteenth century brought 
with cach shipload of emigrants and commodities the 
newer ideas of classicism. ‘Then it was that buildings 
were conceived on symmetrical lines, and although t 
medieval spirit of use and function underwent change 
and emphasis was no longer given to gables and the 
grouping of chimney stacks, it was merely, trans- 
ferred to door and window lines, variety of roof li 

diments and cornices. It was inev 
logical that the tremendous impetus given to vernacular 
building in England by Sir Christopher Wren and his 
followers should have a reflex in the Plantations, Per- 
haps the best index to the change in taste is afforded 

reference to Joseph Moxon's Mechanick Exer- 
ciser, but the inherited instinct for structure which 
came s0 readily to the hands of the early colonists still 
had some part to perform, as is to be seen in the plan 
of the Challoner House, Newport. Clieveden, German- 
town, Pennsylvania, is strikingly Hanoverian, as is the 
Hancock House at’ Boston, which dates from 1737- 
1749. ‘The Hutchinson House, Boston, on the other 
hand, has for its prototype the fine house of the same 
date with pilasters at Bideford, Devon, which place, 
as ia well known, enjoyed a considerable trade with 
America. Stratford, Westmoreland County, Vis 
jinia, which was built between 1725 and 1730, 
lly a product of the new environment (see 
iilstration). Professor Kimball proceeds with his 
story by giving plans of the cighteenth century 
houses, and very carefully distinguishes between those 
with transverse halls, those with developed front halls 
and staircase halls, and those derived from Palladio. 
He is also illuminating on the subject of the relation of 
outbuildings to the house proper, such as Carter's 
Grove, 175% Stratford, and Mount Airy. One of 
the finest houses of the period is Westover, James 
City County, Virginia, which was built shortly after 
1726. Another is the John Vassall (Longfellow 
House), Cambridge, which dates from 1759. 

After the middle of the eighteenth century the 

rice house appears, generally, i the cate ofthe 

toger Morris House, New York City, with slender 
Doric columns of tetrastyle distinction embracing two 
floors with a projecting balcony within. This 1s the 
period of portico and pediment of precise workman- 
ship snd good ornament. ‘The larger houses carry that 
look of opulence denied to the earlier settlements. 
Society had by this time changed very considerably ; 






































no longer was it possible for a trans ickpocket 
who. Setbecd “ burnt in the hand peepee tomy 
to the important post of Justice of the Peace. It is 
obvious that the original owner of the Miles Brewton 
House, Charlestown, was a man of vast wealth, and also 
that the leaven of such publications as Ware's Compleat 
Body and Swan's British Architect was working 
toward a more di ished if slightly ornate expres 
sion. This love of ornamental finery asserted itself 
around chimney pieces and internal doors; itis found 
spreading like mistletoe on the ceilings and itis evident 
in the decoration and embellishment of such fine 
stairways as that at Tuckahoe and the Jeremiah Lee 
House, 1768. 

Up to the time of the War of Secession, Colonial 
architecture had differed, in principle, very lite from 
the English prototypes, but from 1 ont 
take cuatear ter upcantesiey ota 
the newer and freer spirit of American society. 
John Reynolds House, Philadelphia, 1786-1787, is 
4 typical example of a house which, while boastful of 
its ancestry, claims the privilege of free citizenship, but 
the builders still kept an eye on the English ideal, 

‘At this point the author focusses attention on the 
“ Houses of the Early Republic,” which he asserts 
demonstrate the change that overcame American art 
asa whole. It was then that taste moved towards 
@ more thorough recognition of the classical ideal, 
Houses had to be modern and convenient, they had 
to beshowy, but at the same time questions of economy 
had to be considered. As was inevitable, for a time, 












a reflex of Adamesque taste prevailed, but this during 
the first fifty years of the Republic's youth gave way 
to cach new theory of Classic art, Roman, Greek, 


French and Italian, that came over in waves to the 
‘New Continent. ‘The American architects of this 
‘eventful period, including such men as Jefferson and 
Charles Bulfinch, were fired with the impulse to make 
the style thoroughly American; they were no longer 
content to be followers, but adventurers. ‘To such 
names must be added those of Hoban, the Irishman, 
and Benjamin Henry Latrobe, who arrived as fast as 
wind and wave would permit from the London office 
of Samuel Pepys Cockerell. It is significant that the 
band ofadventurers, while seeking the fullest expression 
of the American classic ideal, thought out their plans 
for houses on definite structural principles, hence the 
logical and sane arrangement of such examples as the 
Harrison Gray, Otis House, Boston, and the Van 
Ness House, Washington, the latter from the pencil 
of Latrobe. Planning at this period for houses 
developed into a scientific art. Professor Kimball 
gives many illustrations of such plans from the 
originals. ‘The Swan House at Dorchester is an 
outstanding as well as an upstanding example of the 
structural. principle. The Octagon at Washington, 
‘which William ‘Thornton designed between the years 
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1798-1800, is another instance of sound structural 
Seas combined with rare arttey,. "Theee a oo deny 
ing the forceful expression of these two examples. 
‘The earlier work had romantic charm, the later has 
spacious dignity and direct statement for its chief 
attributes. Much of the quality in the work of 
Jefferson and Latrobe is due to the care given to 
detail both in the plan and the elevations. There is 
extant a drawing of Latrobe's showing cornice and 
window details to small scale which goes far to explain 
the methods imbibed by this talented architect when he 
was an assistant in the elder Cockerell's office, ‘The 
writer has a collection of Robert Milnes’ drawings 
for small houses made between 1770-1810 which show 
the same precision, It is therefore obvious that the 
old architects did not design with malice aforethought, 
but set out to give articulation to the structural idea, 
and that with extreme care; hence the very convincing 
results. America at this date, for a comparatively new 
<ountry, was developing anaturalstyeinsofar asdomes- 
tic architecture was concerned. ‘The reign of terror 
was not to come for hulf a century. It was Thomas 
Jefferson who changed taste for the highly Tonic 
portico style, such as the Ionic of Fortuna Vit 
the University of Virginia, and the Dorie of Monticello. 
It is significant, however, that side by side with 
academical, if American, precision such delightfully 
free houses as the Dyckman House, New York City, 
and many small and obscure farmhouses were being 
built recalling the earlier Colonial instincts. Pro- 
fessor Kimball carries the reader from one fine example 
the intereat never wanes. We see The 
Woodlands, Philadelphia, as remodelled, the accepted 
design for the President's House, the austere dignity 
of the Harrison Gray Otis House, by Bulfinch, and 
the gracious expanse of the Lyman’ House at Waltham, 
Maus., and finally the reader is confronted with the 
town houses and terraces of New York, Boston and 
Philadelphia, What is most striking about the 
character of the later houses is the freedom of expres 
sion given to such important features as the porches, 
ich, for example, as that to the Toreph Peabody House, 
lem. It is obvious that after the severance with 
the mother country, grates, stoves and chimney sur- 
rounds, as well as focks from Birmingham, continued 
to be imported by the shipload, but it is equally 
certain that America began to make her own goods. 





















































Professor Kimball has produced a most engaging 
book. . He provides a chronological chart of five pages 
and what is more tthe 
the ine 


of notes on 
lels of precision 


int, 27 
lual houses. which 








pparent from the author's argument that he 
does not offer up this history of American domestic 
building as a species of erib book whereby architects 
are invited to select this or that type of house for 
exploitation, He has had a wiser purpose in view, 
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for from first to last he is eloquent of the structural 
principles which brought the assemblage of material 
into definite form, and while careful to adopt the 
synthetical method of analysis and to call attention 
to the beauty of the examples, he avoids any attempt 
to foist the style on his audience either by invidious 
expressions or going crank on any particular phase. 
English students would do well to study the develop- 
ment in connection with the parallel course in their 
‘own land; they would do well also to refer to the 
authoritative work on Building Construction by Me. 
Innocent, which was published in 1916. For although 
atyles change and fashion dictates, fundamental prin- 
ciples remain constant, 








Review 


BERMUDA HOUSES. By John S. Humphreys, ALA, 
‘Associate Professor of Architectire, School of Archi= 
tecture, Harvard University. 4°, Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, 1923. £3 15%. (Marshall Jones Company,] 

‘This book is a valuable record of English Colonial 
architecture, It is interesting to find that the volume has 
been " prepared and published at the request of a number 
of prominent architects in New York and Boston." So 

‘many as thirty voluntary subscribers supported the publi« 

cation, But Englishmen should regret that no British 

support is to be found in the list of these subscribers. 

Surely now that we have « British Commission on the 

Fine Arts it is not out of place to express the hope that 

the word British in its constitution shall be read aa 

including the whole Empire. In the Dominions and 

Colonies, and in India, this Commission might do valu 

able work in the future. There is « wide, an unlimited 

ficld for the activity of such a body, if its principles and 
aims could be applied by local initiative, ‘The consent and, 
aon of the mori in the terbores oraran 
necessary if its scope is to be 20, |. But 

if this larger view is taken we may hope that in the years 
to.come it will before long be impossible for our American, 
ls, and enthusiasts for the preservation of sound 

British traditions in building, to speak as the author truly 

speaks in these pages, He refers to these older Bermuda 

buildings as having "a particular interest and charm 
and that in them is developed “an architecture worthy 
of perpetuation.” Many "are being altered and mo- 
dernised ruthlessly, or without thought of preserving 
the old Bermudan character of architecture ; others are 
falling into decay through neglect.” Many of the newer 
hous ‘of the suburban villa type, commonplace and 
smug.” "If Bermuda's ‘continues to increase, 

it is to be hoped that the designers of new houses . . 

vil see thee ngpirion in Bermuda's own older archi; 

tecture... . It is... appropriate to the climate and 

other local conditions, furmonious and in scale with the 
surroundings.” 

‘These ions of opinion are quoted from the 
author's preface, And juiging by the ney tro handed 

nes, they ae fully supported vo far as they refer tothe old 
ingsin one of our oldest Colonies, And we may wel- 
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come the opinions of the Associate Professor of the Archi- 
tecture School of Harvard University, and, at the same 
time, hope they will, with this book, do something to 
rouse Englishmen, both at home and overseas, and make 
them refuse to neglect and destroy their treasures in these 
buildings and others for the future. 

‘The historical note on the Colony is interesting. There 
is in it a quotation from some observations by Mr, W, H. 
"Taft that is a reminder of the attack on the holders of 
Charters by "quo warranto” during the regime of 
Charles 11, when arbitrary methods were making en- 
‘eroachments on those many valuable privileges which the 
charter system had preserved as a national principle since 
the Middle Ages. ‘These charters did more than many 
realise to preserve the sound building traditions of the 
immemorial raft guilds, And architecture through the 
‘ages rested on the foundation of these guilds, which were 
both the protectors of the craftsmen and the preservers 
of their inimitable skit 
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‘THE ORGAN-CASES AND ORGANS OF THE MIDDLE 
‘AGES AND RENAISSANCE, By A. G. Ill, and, 
Ott Llbary is pees 190 tong without completing thi 
long witha ing this 
standard and pplendid work. The fine craving of the best 
fcramples from Litbeck wo ‘Tarragona, from Tewkesbury (0 
Siena, from Titlemont to Genoa, are invaluable wp Uhe modern 
Staaten Grotgh prorncs of tes paces ete ol Serjvere 
oi 0 ce ce of theol 
fd neglect ofthe fomventone whlch lage fromm Goth vo 
Btrage union obnervd, aby obverving neve aed of 
sttatying result. 
A HISTORY OF ORNAMENT, RENAISSANCE AND 
MODER 


By A.D F, Harlin, with 404 illustrations 
spe pits “Lage i Lona ttoled cease te 
*Batordy Ltd : 
‘Tho’ Library already possesses Professor Hamlin’s History 
of Ancient and Medal Ornament, co which thi is the prone 
fed tuccesnor. ‘The earlier volume covered the period form 
43500 nc. to 1g00 A. As regards the present one ts starting 
Boine ia the later date, andthe evolution ofthe arts of decors 
Soma hn conde wn eae dont the present 
time, for the author holds thatthe impulse of the Renaissance 
hiss not, even in our days, exhausted itelf,. ‘The book is very 
fully strated by 410 Talf-tone plates, small fa sive bat of 
Linabualy good quality of printing, aud 3$0 line-euts printed 
with the test, 


ENGLISH HOMES. Period 11; Vol. I. EARLY TUDOR 
ggsrtss®. By HL. Avy Tipping, M.A. FSA, Contry 
fe. 


Woinre so accustomed to the high standard of Country Life 
pultcton tte auld rent te any work of th ll 
ret and ceruiniy this one doce not. The ext i earned 
and Iiuiiawtinge and the ilunragone delightful aad whist 
ity ld fava re ned the are miner ee 
tnples non pene : 

“One ie th i he eorr ag bee busy witha feo 
recentyy and ‘whee tejicing that they are well cred for, 
‘one. wonders how fur the resent case and vome ofthe tricks 

Pethape some of tx ray restora 

afta ay lve to ee a re-esoration mave- 
roent,eecing to beng beck tae bullings fo tir Vicon 
St etree of Car's hose n Chey Ro 











ST. PAUL'S BRIDGE SCHEME, 


‘The matter of the proposed new St, Paul’s Brid, 
was discussed on 8 April at a meeting called 7 
Sir William Bull, M.P., and held in a Committee 
Room at the House of Commons. There were present 
members of the deputation representing the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, the London Society, 
the Town Planning Institute, and the Architecture 
Club, who recently stated to the Minister of Transport 
their case against the proposed bridge, and mem 

of Parliament for certain London and Home Counties 
constituencies, 

‘The meeting was addressed by members of the 
recent deputation, and the remarks of the members of 
Parliament present, with one exception, indicated 
general agreement with the arguments advanced against 
the bridge. Sir T’. Vansittart Bowater was the one 
speaker in support of the scheme, his main point being 

the whole question had been settled long ago: 
‘The discussion ended with the carrying of a resolution 
proposed by Viscount Curzon, M.P.. to the effect that 
the mecting urgently recommended that before the 
matter went any farther the Minister of ‘Transport 
should give an assurunce that no money should be 
spent on the scheme until Parliament had had an 
opportunity of going into it, 

Mr, Paul Waterhouse, on behalf of the R.I.B.A., 
said they felt that nothing like this scheme should be 
undertaken unless there was a considered plan for a 
complete rearrangement of London's traffic ways, 

Sir, Vansittart Bowater said the matter had long 
ago been very carefully considered. Southwark Bridge 
had never been any good, ‘The widening of Alders- 
gate Street, which would form part of the scheme of 
the new bridge, would have to be undertaken, sooner 
or later, whether the bridge were built or not, ‘The 
City Corporation had already spent about £1,000,000 
in the purchase of property in preparation for the con- 











struction of the bridge, “The bridge would do much. 
to relieve traffic, ani expert engineers had said that 
it would not affect St. Paul's. It would not, the 


speaker declared, hurt St. Paul's half so much as the 
heavy omnibuses which passed it every day, 
Mr. W. R. Davidge (Town Planning Institute) 
pointed out that since 1911, when the scheme was first 
epared, traffic conditions had entirely altered, 
Traffic moved faster when it was moving, but it stopped 
for longer periods. A new St. Paul’s Bridge would 
double even the present length of the traffic queues, 
‘This whole scheme was out of date, and contained not 
‘one principle which modern town planners and arterial 
road makers considered essential. Nothing should be 
done until the new London traffic authority had had 
an_opportunity of considering it. Mr. W. Rees 
Jeffreys also addressed the meeting, 
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The R.I.B.A. and the Society of 


Architects 


‘The following letter, signed by all the surviving 
Past Presidents of the Institute, who have held office 
since the year 1992, has been addressed to all mem- 
bers of the Institute. 

Dear Sin,—We have read with great satisfaction 
that the Councils of the R.I.B.A. and The Society of 
Architecis have agreed upon a complete scheme for 
the amalgamation of the two bodies. 

In our opinion this amalgamation will immensely 
strengthen the influence and authority of the Royal 
Institute, and we hope that it will receive the undivided 
support of our mem 

‘or many years this question has been under dis- 
cussion, and a splendid opportunity has now arisen to 
settle on broad lines the difficulties of organisation 
and administration which the ex stence of two socic 
doing similar work has caused in the past. 

‘To secure the representation of the profession by 
one great Institute is an ideal we have always hoped 
to see realised, and we desire most earnestly to appeal 
to members to support the Council's scheme in every 
way in their power—Yours faithfully, 

Aston Wim, President, 1902-1 

‘T. E. Coucurn, | 1906-1 

Lronarn Sroxns, i) 1gro-1912, 

Rucinawy T. BLOMFIELD, —,, 1912-19) 

Jou W. Siatrson, 1919-1921. 

Paut Warernouse, 1921-1923. 







































DRAWINGS BY INIGO JONES, 

Grace the Duke of Devonshire has kindly tent 
Victoria and Albert Museum for exhibition 
during May and June the very valuable series of draw- 
ings by Inigo Jones, from the Library at Chatsworth, 
comprising designs for scenery and costume for use in 
the masques performed at the Court of James I and 
Charles I. 

Inigo Jones bequeathed his collection of a-chitectural 
and stage designs to John Webb, his assis:ant and 
nephew by martiage, and from Webb’s descendants 
the balk of the collection passed ul:imately to the Earl 
of Burlington, and from his villa at Chiswick to 
Cha'sworth, where it has been preserved ever since. 
Besides Inigo Jones's pen drawings for the opening 
scen> of Ben Jonson’s “Chloridia” or William 
Davenant’s *Luminalia,” there, are designs for the 
factual dresses which James and Anne, or Charles and 
Hen-ietia Maria, and the Lords and Ladies at Court 
‘wore, a series of some 300 drawings va'ying from the 
boldest and roughest first sketch by Jones himself to 
a detailed and careful design by some assistant for the 
completed dress. ‘The names of the wearers on the 
projects for dresses, the splashes of the scene-painters’ 
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distemper on the ske:ches for scenery, prove that the 
drawings were in fact used for the practical purposes 
for which they were prepared, 


SIR JOHN W. SIMPSON, K.B. 
‘The announcement made on the day before the 
opening of the British Empire Exhibition that the 
King had been pleased to confer the honour of Knight 
Commander of the Order of the British Empire on 
Mr, John W. Simpson, the principal architect to the 
Exhibition, was received with general satisfaction by 
his brother architects as a suitable recognition of the 
successful carrying out by Sir John and his partner 
Mr. Maxwell Ayrton. of a vast architectural plan 
and scheme of buildings. As a member of. the 
R.LB.A. since 1882, a8 one of its most enterprising 
Presidents (1919-1921), aa the organiser of the Inter- 
national ‘Town Planning Conference held in London 
in 1910—the most successful conference ever held 
under the auspices of the Institute—Sir John Simpson's 
splendid work in the cause of architecture has long 
been recognised, not only in this country, but in 
France, of which country he is a Chevalier de la Legion 
d'Honneur, and a corresponding member of its leading. 
architectural societies, 


‘THE BUILDING 'TRADES' EXHIBITION, 

Mr. J, Alfred Gotch (President R.I-B.A.) took the 
chair at the opening ceremony of this Exhibition on 
11 April, which was attended by a representative gathering 
‘of members of the architectural’ profession and the 
building trades, 

In introducing Mr, Wheatley, the Minister of Health, 
‘who opened the Exhibition, Mr, Gotch referred par 
ticularly to the Report (which had appeared that day in 
‘The Times) to the Government of the building industrien 
in the carrying out of a" full housing programme" 
‘with particular reference to the teans of providing an 

juate supply of labour and materials. “Tt was most 
gratifying t0 architects, he said, and to ail who had the 
Interests of the building industry at heart, that the whole 
‘of the resources of the industry would not be concentrated 
‘on housing, to the exclusion of ordinary building opern« 
tions, He ‘was very much struck with the insistence 
the report Inid on the operation of good will. He had 
recently been reading the Life and Letters of Mr. Page, 
the American Ambassador to this country during the 
‘War, and noted the emphasis with which he spoke upon 
courtesy. in international relations. He thought that 
‘good will and courtesy would help in the solution of 
mont of the problems of life, ‘The President also referred 
to the skill and enterprise which Mr. H. Greville Mont 

very had displayed in arranging the Building Trades’ 
Echibition, and the reat interest and value which such 
an exhibition had for who were interested in 
the many issues of building. 

a ley in declaring the Exhibition open dealt 
jn some detail with the recently published re 
‘building industries. fe pe 

‘Major James Petrie (President of the Institution of 
Structural Engineers) proposed a vote of thanks to 
‘Mr. Wheatley, which was seconded by Mr. H. G, C. 
Johnston (President of the Institute of Clay Workers). 












































OBITUARY 


Allied Societies 


SHEFFIELD, SOUTH YORKSHIRE AND DIS- 
TRICT SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 
AND SURVEYORS. 

ANNUAL GeNenAL Muerinc—Armit toth, 1924. 

Mr. J. R. Wigfull in the chair. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs, 
W. C, Fenton, C. B, Flockton, H. Nowill, J. H. Odom. 
rh, Minutes Of the lant meetings were’ read and con- 

‘Mr. H, Fieldsend and Mr, F. J. Powell were proposed. 
lund seconded as Associate Members of the Society. 








‘The Annual Report was read and approved on the 
Begnoition of Mr, AF, Watson, second bby Mtr. EP 

wards, 

Mr, J. R, Wigfull proposed und Mr, A. F, Waton 


seconded that the Annual Statement of Accounts be 
adopted. Mr, H. Webster and Mr, H, Nowill were 
appointed honorary auditors, 

‘otes of thanks to the retiring officers were then passed, 

‘The election of officers for the session 1924-25 resulted 

8 follows ;— : 

President : Mr, H. 1. Paterson [F), 

Vice-President : Mr. F. E, P. Edwards [F.] 

Hon, Treasurer ; Mr. R. Fowler, F.5.1, 

Hon. Secretary. Mi 

Council : E. M. Gibbs [F. 
RBA. W.C. Fenton (Fl; W. J. 
A.F. Watson [#.) ; C. B. Flockton [J 
PF W. G. Buck, Licentiate R. 
Teather, Licentiate RLBA.; Hy 
JM. Jenkinson [4.}; F, H. Wren 
Licentiate R.AB.A, ; C, M. Hadfield [7] 
hEng., F.S.L 4 A. Whitaker; J.C. P. ‘Toothill (4.) 

‘The total membership now stands as follows 

orary Member, 25 Fellows, 46 Associates, 2 Students 
and 6 lay Members, making « total of 80 as against 


77 last year. . 
Obituary 


ALBERT E, MURRAY (#7), RILA., ERLAI. 

Tt is with great t that we have to announce the 
death of Mr. Albert E. Murray, of Dublin, so soon after 
his retirement from the active practice of his profession, in 
which he had been enguged for over half century. Mr. 
Murray had many friends among the members of the 
Institute in. London and the provinces who will regret his 

We are indebted to Mr. R, M, Butler (F) for the 
following particulars of Mr. Murray's career, 

‘Mr. Murray was articled to his father, the late William 
George Murray, RA, He way a student of the old 
‘Metropolitan School of Art, Dublin, where he won silver 
and bronze medals and a South Kensington medal. He 
‘became x member of the Royal Institute of the Architects 
of Ireland in 1866, nearly sixty years ago, and was at the 
time of his death the oldest member and " the father “ of 
‘the Institute. He was honorary secretary and treasurer 
to the Institute for over seventeen years and conducted its 
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affairs on a basis of sound economy and thrift, so much 50 
that, having found it in a state of bankruptey, he was 
enabled, on resigning office, to hand over the substa 
sum of over five hundred pounds of accumulated invest 
ments. During his long occupancy of the office of 
honorary secretary he was very jealous of the honour and 
prestige of the Institute, and exercised a scrupulous care 
in regard to the quulifications of applicants for admission 
to membership. In 1914 the R.LA.I. elected him presi~ 
dent, which office he held for three years until 1917. He 
also held the honorary office of Professor of Architecture 
to the Royal Hibernian Academy, and for some years 
acted as examiner in architecture to the National Uni- 
Yersity of Ireland. 

Mr. Murray had. an extensive, practice throughout 
Ireland, specialising in hospital work, Amongst his chief 
‘works were the Cairns Memorial Wing to the Rotunda 
Hospital, Dublin ; Carnegie Free Library, Waterford; 
work for the Incorporated Lay Society of Ireland ; the 
Royal City of Dublin Hospital and Nurses" Home ; 
additions to the Adelaide Hospital, the Coombe Hospital, 
the Old Men's Asylum, Waterford County. Infirmary, 
Londonderry County Infirmary, Fermanagh County, 
Infirmary, Cottage Hospital, Kilkenny ; Harding Boys’ 
Home, Dublin ; maltings at Roscrea, Nenagh, and 
Dublin; works ‘for the Royal Bank, Dublin ; many 
private residences and business premises, ete, In the 
County Waterford, in the old days, he cartied out much 
‘work for the Malcolmsons, and other families of note in 
that county, He was elected « Fellow of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects in 1889, und was a Royal 
Hibernian Aendemician, He was an old member of the 
Architectural Association (London), and a regular 
fattendant at the annual excursions of the Association for 
over fifty years, He most thoroughly enjoyed those 
delightful outings of pre-war days, making himself very 
opuiar amongst his English brethren. He was the oldest 
and almost the sole survivor of the old Architectural 
Association of Ireland which Rourished in the ' sixties,"” 
and on the re-establishment of the Association in 1806 
hhe became an original member. 

‘Aw a witness in law cases relating to light and air, and. 
similar subjects of dispute, Mr. Murray's services were for 
many years in great request. As an arbitrator or umpire 
in stich matters he was frequently employed, his decisions 
being marked by sound common sense, 

‘Mr. Murray married Amy, daughter of the late Andrew 
Johnston, of Dublin, « kinswoman of his own, and leaves 
‘son and adaughter. ‘To them, the deepest sympathy of 
all who knew him will be extended in their great loss, 



















































WARNING ‘TO. MEMBERS. 

A member of the Institute was visited. by a man 

calling himself JH. Cosear,ex-Licentiate of the R.LB.A. 

He obtained financial help on the strength of his alleged 

‘entity. Mr. Cossar died some nine years ayo, and it is 

lear that his name is being used by an impostor. If any 

member receives a similar visit he is asked to com- 
municate at once with the Secretary. 

Tay MacAisten, 
Secretary R.LB.A, 
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Notes from the Minutes of the 


Council Meeting 
31 March 1924. 
Resrwicrion ov GrvimaL Burcbine IN FAvoun oF 
Housixc. 

It was decided to approach the Ministry of Health and 
Protest against any steps being taken to restrict gencral 
building operations in favour of house-building. 

RLB.A, Samer Ancnrrecturs Jury. 

Sir John J, Burnet, A.R.A., and Mr. Waller Tapper. 
wore aij ted in place of Sir Aston Webb, P.R.A., and 
a Reginald Blomfield, R.A., on the Street Architecture 

uy. 











"HE PROFESSIONAL. CLASES Ato CouNct, 

Mr. Paul Waterhouse (Past-President) was appointed 
to represent the R.IB.A. on the Council of the Pro- 
fessional Classes Aid’ Council. 

“Tim LrmeyarionaL, GaRpen Crrtes AnD Tow PLANNING: 
FEDERATION CONFERENCE, AMSTERDAM, JULY 1934, 

Mr. Raymond Unwin was appointed to represent the 
R.LBLA, at the Conference. 

14 April 1934, 
Crarts Exnimrtion, 

On the recommendation of the Art Standing Com 
mittee, the Exhibition Committee was instructed to 
‘organise a Crafty Exhibition in the R.I.B.A, Galleries in, 
the course of the next Session. 

Loxvox Twarric Bu. 

‘On the recommendation of the ‘Town Planning Gom= 
mittee, it wis decided to transmit to the Minister of 
‘Lransport an expression of opinion in favour of making 
the London ‘Traffic Area as wide as possible, 

Feonnat. Couxcit. ox AncittTecrunat. Ebueation, Sourit 
Arnici 

A donation of twenty guineas was made towards the 

funds of the Federal Council 
‘Toxyo Tntwentat. UNtvunsery Liurany. 
A sum of £20 was granted for the purchase of books 




















lund their presentation to the Tokyo Imperial University 
Library. 


Ancnrractunat, Covywiat 
scommendation of the Practice Standing 
it was decided to support two members on 
cases of distinct infringement of architectural copyright. 
Funrowsir. 

Under the provisions of Bye-Law 12 Mr. H. S, Good- 
hart-Rendlel and Mr. G. C, Lawrence [4.] were, by 9 
unanimous yote, elected Fellows of the R.1.B.A 











‘The Exhibition of Architecture at the British Empire 
Exhibition will be held at the Palace of Arts from 19 May 
to a8 June. 
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BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL EDUCA- 
TION, 
R.LB.A, INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON ARCHITECTURAL 
Eoucation, 

‘The Executive Committee have great pleasure in 
announcing that His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales has graciously consented to become Patron. of 
the International Congress on Architectural Education 
to be held in London from 28 July to 1 August next. 


R.LB.A, Inrenatepiare Exaaunation, MAY 1924, 

‘The centres for this Examination will be London and, 
Leeds, “At both centres the Examination will be held 
fon 23rd, 26th and 27th May. 

‘At the London centre the Oral Exam 
held on 29th May ;_ at the Leeds centre 
‘on 28th May, 











ion will be 
will be held 





DIRECTORSHIP OF RESEARCH, BUILDING 
MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION RESEARCH 







ting, 

‘Technical College, Bradford, has been appointed 
of Research of the Building Materials and Construction 
Research Board of the Government Department of 

tific and Industrial Research, London. 

“The Building Research Board, according to the report 
of the Research rent, was formed in 1920 to con 
and direct the conduct of research on building 
materials and methods of construction. For this purpose 
a Research Station at Acton was established in July, 1921, 
‘and since that time this station has been in full operation, 
Haying regatd to the immediate importance of the hous 
‘question, the efforts of the Board at first were directed to 
research into building materials and methods of con= 
struction suitable for small houses. But the Board has 
‘considered that its most useful func 
‘mental research and with this end in 
fallen naturally 
research of an almost purely seienti 
































nature, and (6) the 
attack of practical problems where economic situations 
enter or are even paramount, 





EXHIBITION OF “ MODERN SWEDISH ARCHI- 
TECTURE, 
12 May 10 6 June. 

An important Exhibition of “ Modern Swedish Archi- 
tecture" has been arranged by the Architectural Asso- 
ciation, which, with the permission of the Council of the 
R.LB.A., will be held in the Galleries at 9 Conduit Street. 
‘The Exhibition will consist of drawings and photographs 
of the work of twenty of the leading architects of Swe 
together with models of various bi includ 
larxe model of the new Town Hall at Stockholm, 

‘The Exhibition will be opened on Monday, 12 May, at 
3 pam. by His Excellency Baron Palmstiernn, Swedish 
‘Minister in London. 














NOTICES 


Notices 


‘THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 
5 MAY 1924. 

The Annual General Mectng wil be hetd on Monday, 
5 May 1924, at 8 p.m., for the following purposes : 

Mo reed the Meas of the meeting held on 14 April; 
formally to admit members attending for the first time 
ince their election ; to announce the names of candidates 
nominated for election. 

‘To. receive the Annual Report of the Council and 
Standing Committees for the official year 1923-24, 
Printed on preceding pages of this issue. Copies of the 
Feport will be available for members at the meeting. 

‘To nominate candidates (one Fellow and one Asso- 
ciate) for the office of Hon, Auditor for the ensuing year, 

‘To receive the list of attendances at the meetings of 
the Council and Standing Committees during the session, 








RIB.A. ANNUAL DINNER, 1924, 
It has been decided by the Council that the Annual 
Dinne to be held on Tuesday, 6 May, at 6.30 
‘Trocadero Restaurant, Piccadilly, Wir, 
inguished quests are expected, and it ia 
hoped that « large number of membera will be present, 
The price of chow ie 6d. for members and for 
members’ quests (inclusive of wines and cigars), It 
‘would be a convenience if members would kindly give 
the names of their guests when applying for tickets, All 
applications, with cheques, should be addressed to the 
Seer copllath Hd greatly facilitate the 
rly application would greatly facilitate the arrange= 
tents; ahd ifmembers would send an iotrntion fe 
Secretury some days beforehand as to the friends near 
Whom they desire to sit, every endeavour will be made, 
when arranging the plan of the tables, to mect their wishes 
8 far as possible. 


STUDENTS’ VISIT 'TO MESSRS. JOHN BARKER: 
AND CO,, LTD., NEW PREMISES, 
Members are requested to call the attention of their 
weistants and pupils to an inv 
founda 
Rew pre 
3 May toaq. risit. 
be conducted by the archite 
Sir Sydney Skinner, the chairman of the company, 
has kindly invited the party to tew after the visit. 
Applications for tickets should be made as soon as. 
possible to the Secretary. R.LB.A.,9 Conduit Street, 


RLBA, VI 

























'T TO ‘THE FLETTON BRICKYARDS, 
PETERBOROUGH. 
At the invitation of the directors of the London Brick 
Company and Forders, Ltd., the Science Standing 
Committee has arraniged a vist to the Fletton Brickyards, 
Peterborough, to ake place on Saturday, 31 May or7 June. 
Phe party will travel by the 10.10 a.m. train. from 
King’s Gross in a special saloon und arrive back in London 
8 7:10 pam. All arrangements in connection with the 





journey will be made by the company, who will also 
Provide luncheon at Peterborough. 

Members and Licentiates who desire to take part in 
the visit are requested to make early application to the 
Seoretary R.LB.A., 9 Conduit Street, Wt, 





INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON ARCHITEC. 
‘TURAL EDUCATIO! 
‘The Congress will be held at the R.L.B.A, from 28 July 
to 1 August inclusive, A detailed programme of the 
Papers to be read and the functions to be held in cons 
neetion with the Congress is being drawn up and will be 
firculated to members in due course, ‘The Membership 
‘Ticket will be ror, 6d. 








RLBA, STREET ARCHITECTURE 
MEDAL, 

‘The Jury appointed by the Council of the R.LLB. 
for the award of the R.ILB.A. Street Architecture Me 
thas been reconstituted as follows :— 

ihe Earl of Crawford and Halearres (Hon, Kelloc), 
Chairman, 

J. Alfred Gotch, President R.ILB.A,, FS. 
Sir Edwin L., Lutyens, R.A., F.R.LBA. 

Mr. E, Guy Dawber, Vice-President RLBA,, F.S,A, 
Mr Walter J. Tapper, F.R\LB.A, 











RBA. LECTURES, 

Mr. Sydney Perks, F.S.A., has altered the title of the 
lecture which he will deliver at the R.LB.A. General 
‘Meeting on Monday, 19 May, at 8 o'elock, from’ London 
‘Town Planning Schemes—1666 and After" to" "The 
Scheme for ‘Thames Embankment after the Great Fire 
of London, 

Atthe R.1.B.A. General Meeting, on Monday, 33 June, 
at $ o'clock, Professor Sir Rodolfo Lanciani, KC.VO,, of 
Rome, will deliver a lecture on The Influence of Ena 
lish and Scottish Workers upon the Development of 
Archeological Discoveries in Rome." 
























ARCHITECTS AND PUBLIC HE 
AUTHORITIES, 
Members and Licentintes of the R.1.B.A, who, in the 
course of their practices, have experienced unreasonable 
demands from the Public Health Authorities of the 
London Borough Councils—particularly in the inter. 
pretation and carrying out of the L.C.C. By-Laws—are 
tavited to communicate in confidence to the Secretary, 
siving brief particulars of their cases, 
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CRICKET MATCH 
‘The Architectural Association Cricket Club have 
challenged the R.L.B.A, to a cricket match, to be played 
gn the A-A. ground at Boreham Wood ‘carly in. July. 
Mr. M. H.C. Doll [4.] has kindly consented to raise the 
{earn to represent the R.LB.A., and would be lad to 
hear from any playing members who would be willing 
totake part. Mr. Doll's address is 5 Southampton Stree, 
Bloomsbury, W.C.1. 
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Competitions i 


Loxpoy : Masonic MeMoniat, Bun.oINo. 
Assessora: (1) Sir Edwin Lutyens, R.A. [F},appointed 
by the President. (2) Architect who is a. Freemason 
nominated by the Special Committee, Mr. Walter Cave 
[F.). (3) Grand Superintendent of Works, Mr, A: 
mnett Brown. Conditions not yet issued, 
Kusaston : Nunses" Home. 
Mr. Alan E, Munby (| appointed assessor 17° March 
1924, Conditions not yet issued, 
Minpursntovant: Consrarine Taeunteat, 
Coun. i 
Mr, Perey ‘Thomas, O.B.E. (F.], appointed: Assessor 
28 January 1924. Conditions not yet isjued. 
‘Vaturrras Lay-oun Scum 
Mr, Edward P. Warren, F.S.A. (FJ, and Professor 
Patrick Abercrombie [4.]' appointed Joint Assessors 
21 February 1924. Conditions not yet iisued, 
StoKe-on-Trant: Housin 
Mr, W. Alexander Harvey [F,] appointed Assessor 
larch 1924. Conditions not yet issued, 
Manoinsrex: Ant Gatuney. 
Dr. Perey Worthington (FJ, Mr. Paul Waterhouse, 
S.A, (F.), and. Professor C,H. Reilly, O.B.E. (Fl. 
wseasors.. ‘Conditions not yet approved by the Compe- 
titions Committee. 
Duxrx: New ApyaNcen Sctioot, BLAckntss Roan. 
25 June tozq._ Mr. John Arthur [Licentiate] appointed 
Assessor, Conditions nat yet approved by the Competi- 






































ee. 

Giascow : Pui 
4 July 1924. Mr, James Lochhead  [F.] Assessor. 

Conditions approved by the Competitions Committee, 


Members’ Column 


OF ADDRESS. 
sans, Concert Ann Hae have chataed thelr aver to 136 
hart Square... Telephon Mayle 4764 
K. Krrawxo Buutoy, A.RCLIVA, hha nioved to4 York ling 
Adeighl, W.ca,Trlepboue Regent 011 
PARUNERSHIN WANTED, 

Goan tem ma [4 prt ler scr yar tal ine 
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purchane—-Appiy fox 2044, e0- Setretary, KU M-Ay 9 Comit 
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‘Ancutrscr seeks appointment. Very wide experience, Design, 
deat thoy quatities, urveyiag. Highest relerencexs 
Reply Box 2224, co Secretary KCLBLAL, 9 Condait Street, Wate 
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ABBA. with tied expatence, woud undertake wot a 
‘Lion or Suburbs oh behalf of provincial oe Seattsh axeitets, 
ron be sd ta do werk iy cv gies fe ta eet 
reltcts ri seguie taper help Apply os kee a 
Settry RUD. Cond See 
SNGIHAY hapten ae Asia wih iy (9 
or woth ake over cing pace Swaer ons 
Gt pling” rom ave wanke Apply oe sss oe, Soca 
R.LB.A., 9 Conduit Staeot, W.r, va pY We 
cea athRINERSHTE OF PRACTICE WANTED, 
LRLBIA. (1), menu prctoney, wake prtaeip of 
praia.” Soulfntn Counties poneeneds Caplah aver Tato 
Brew in tonne Bie oe ess ae Remy EDR 
mul ste todos We 
\axre» Desk wom ten Won tad ole pay amal 
ocr Das toom totes (Non en oer) Wl pay ea 
teat or give part services Apply bos Koc 44,010. beceta 
Felha's9 Coadui Steet Lantos, Wan, 2. 14° a 
OFFICE AccOMMODATION, 
AR.LA, siver Madani es Woes to rhe is saat wal 
ued oa ise ne Mot ee, A 
cial e Na aseosemmta RA 
nit Stree, Londen We ag apes 


Minutes XV 


Stato 1923-1004. 

At the yeh Geral Mastin (Ordinary) of the Seon 
rox-to34, held on Monday, 14. April, 103g, at 8 pin, 
Aired Gotch, T.S.A Broaden, aod afterwards: Me He 
lens Warren, FSAI. in Se Ch Coc 

‘attendance book war r ecludiog 
5 Merges of the Counc) ag Rasesetas including ¢ Mestiee 
athe Couey « Licentiate, and a umber of viaiors 

The Minutes'of the: Meeting held on ‘30° March, 1924, 
bin ben then a ea, were confine a ied by he 

rman. 

"The Tlon. Secretary announced the decette of :—Mr. 
Willan Froorde Young, elected Fellow gos, Mr, Joseph 
Clarkson,“ Maddivon, Fellow. 1887, Mr. ‘Thomas 
Franels ‘Tieknet, elected Fellow 1907, Me-’Anthir Edward 
‘Nontheote, elected. Associate 188, and it was Kisowvi that 
Phere af the Roya Inte fr he os ofthese members 
be recorded in the Minutes and that a menage of eyenpayhy 
find condolence be conveyed to thet relative, 

Dr, DF Slethouwer, of Amaterdam, having read « 
on Modern Dutch Architecture,” and iltustrated. fey 
later aiden,» incon ensued and on the maton of Me, 
K.P. Warren, seconded by: Mr. 1. M, Fletcher, 1 vote of 
thanks wan passed to Dr. Slothouwer by acclatnticn, ad wan 
briefly eponded to, 

"The meeting closed at 0.50 p.m. 
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Modern Dutch Architecture 


BY DR. D, F, 


SLOTHOUWER. 


[Read before the Royal Institute of British Architects, Monday, 14 April 1924.) 


T would be very natural if 1 began by asking 
[im your indulgence, because it is a difficult 

task for me to sp foreign tongue before 
dan audience on a subject that 1 
cannot see in its right proportions because I do 
not stand at a sufficient distance from it. But we 
all know from our childhood that it is bad manners 
to ask for things and that a good child gets what 
he deserves without asking for it. 

And so 1 venture to begin my Paper on a subject 
that is very dear to me, saying first that I not only 
consider it a great honour to be the guest of the 
Royal Institute, butit is also a great pleasure to me 
to accept your invitation. It shows your interest 
in what my little country has been doing in the 
last decade, and although I am not quite sure 
whether you will appreciate our modern arc 
ture, lam not afraid to speak about it and to show 
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so distinguishes 






























some lantern slides in the hope that several of you 
will follow the example of some 

Jast year and cross the Channel to see th 
themselves 

Our nations have not always been friends, and 
in that wonderful seventeenth century our relations 
were a little different from what they are now, and 
without wishing to give a historical sketch of 
T cannot help saying how thankful 
, after the terrible years that lie just 
behind us, the friendly feelings between our nations 
have not changed. 

‘The influence of the architecture of our countries 
has been reciprocal, and as Mr. Arthur Stratton 
pointed out when he was lecturing in Holland, we 
are greatly indebted to each other. From’ my 
‘own experience I can say that the influence of 
English domestic architecture in the beginning of 
































this century in Holland was so strong that we 
younger Dutch architects have been greatly 
indebted to you. When I began to study archi= 
tecture at the Technical High School at Delft in 
rgo1_ the periodicals in the library were mostly 
English ; and in addition to the teaching of our 
professors, whom we, of course, did not believe 
very much, we studied and sketched by ourselves ; 
and the names of many English architects—for 
example, those of Ernest Newton, Edwin Lutyens, 
C.F. A. Voysey and Baillie Scott—were dearer to. 
us than the glorious Dutch names of the past. In 
1995 we came, most of us as full-fledged architects, 
to London and made an excursion into Surrey, 
where we saw in reality some of the houses that 
we knew so well from pictures, such as Orchards 
by Lutyens, and the house of Methuen by Voysey 
(New Place). These beautiful houses, lying on 
the hills of Surrey, surrounded by their flower 
gardens and grass lawns, in their simple forms, 
built in good materials and with well-chosen 
colours which go so well with the benuty of the 
landscape, indicated the noble und healthy ideas 
of a people that have so admirably maintained a 
sense of natural beauty. 

Of the monumental buildings we were most 
struck by Westminster Cathedral, then in course 
of construction, the grand work of John Francis 
Bentley. We had no eyes for the so-called classic 
style, 

“The neo-classic had been dead in Holland since 
about 1880. Most of us have come to the con- 
¢lusion that it had never been really alive. 1 
could not name one building in that style of any 
importance for the development of architecture 
in my country, ‘The revival in the Catholic 
Church and the romantic feelings of the last 
period of last century caused a revival of Gothic— 
that is to say, of the forms used in Gothic times— 
and this movement was for the greater part due 
to an architect of undoubted genius, Dr. P. J. H. 
Cuypers, who created the Ryksmuseum at Amster- 
dam, built during the years 1877-1885. If you 
Took’ up a guide book you will find that the style 
of this building is called early Renaissance. But 
that was only a name. We can well understand 
that the building where Rembrandt's paintings 
were to be kept should remind us of our glorious 
seventeenth century. Because it was a sort of 
competition, the architect had given in his details 














many a form used by the great Dutch Renaissance * 
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architects, but the spirit of the building is Gothic” 
I need not explain to you why, No Renaissance 
architect would have made the roofs in such a way. 
And for the details you have only to look how the 
vaults are supported by the pillars or columns. It 
was a revival of the Gothic, and through the whole 
career of the architect, whom we might call the 
Dutch Viollet-le-Duc, we find this idea strongly 
expressed. About ten years later the Town 
‘Museum was designed by Mr. Weissman in a 
purer copy of Dutch Renaissance, but this bun 
never played any role in the development 

Dutch architecture, not only because the architect, 
though a very clever draughtsman and historian, 
was not an artist of genius, but principally because 
in the nineteenth century the desire to build in a 
historical style had gone. 

‘This was caused by the change in general ideas 
in Holland between 1880 and 1890. It first 
manifested itself in the art and literature of these 

when a new poetry and a new prose were 
The intense longing for a new beauty 
filled the air with the hope of its coming. It was 
to be a new general beauty, where all the artists 
should work together in mutual understanding. 
‘There was born a hate against individuality ; the 
fecling was anti-Renaissance, Out of this 
intense longing, and upheld by a noble feeling for 
the material and the function of the different 
elements, the new style was to be born. Had not 
the Greek genius created the forms that ever since 
had been copied and misunderstood ? Instead of 
playing the old tunes in varied forms, why not 
try to create the hymn in praise of the beauty of 
this life and the happiness of mankind ? 

‘This feeling is eternal. It is in yain to call it 
wrong or right; it is a part of all of us as well ng 
its opposite. ‘The longing for new forms is in 
tus, when we are drawing our sash-windows, while 
‘we are trying to find the right proportions of the 
window panes, even while we feel the vanity of 
trying to give that tower a different top from the 
tops of all the other towers on earth. It is the 
eternal swing of the pendulum from dem 
and new forms to aristocracy and old truths. 

It was about 1900 that the young architect, 
Berlage, who was born in 1856, was commissioned 
by the Town Council of Amsterdam to build the 
new Exchange. He had shown himself in some 
smaller work to be an architect of talent. It is 
interesting to know that he got the commission. 
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through the influence of the younger democratic 
party, and that the plans of the building were not 
published. Even when the foundations were laid 
the public of Amsterdam did not know what the 
building would look like. 

he effort made by Berlage in creating this 
building full of a new character is difficult to 
understand in all its greatness. But some of its 
qualities can be defined. Before all we have to 
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northern Italy, The whole treatment of the 
building is of an honesty that is in danger of 
becoming tiresome; and a mistake in the total 
composition is that the large Exchange halls are 
not expressed by the exterior, because they have 
been built in by the offices. ‘The material for the 
whole Exchange is brick, for the exterior as well 
as for the interior. For the walls of the large halls 
a light yellowish brick is used, which gives a 
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understand that the principal aim of the architect 
was, and still is, to express the purpose of the 
building in its form, and that, if only good materials 
are used in the right way, the fulfilment of this 
condition is enough to create u work of art. If 
this were the whole truth it is certainly illogical to 
ornament this building with a tower. ‘The great 
impression that the building makes is due more 
to the talent of the architect than to his theories. 
‘The frontis especially of a pure and simple beauty, 
reminding us of the old Romanesque buildings of 
N2 














beautiful warm tone. ‘The ornamentation of these 
walls is in coloured glazed terra-cotta by the 
painter Toorop. Most of the wood used for doors, 
panelling, and so on is unpainted oak or pitch-pine. 
In the board room a large stained window is made 
by Kinderen, the painter, now director of the 
Academy at’ Amsterdam, ‘The very discreet 
sculpture is by Zyl. ‘To a certain extent the 
Gothic traditions are continued in the Exchange 
building. ‘The materials are used in their simplest 
form ; the beauty is more found in the propor- 
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ons, in the character, than in the detail. 
as your President has remarke 





different sketches know what an enormous effort in 
reality has been made by the artist, who created in 
the full sense of the word, and who did not use one 
orone motif fromanoldstyle. ‘Theenormous 





absence of any visible effort in its production,” 








ExcuaNor, Ansrerpin (Isteuon), Desioxtp ny Da. HP. Bmuace. Borer 1898-1903 
then We must certainly admire the Exchange value of Mr. Rerlage’s work was the simplification 
building for that reason. Indeed, when you look or purification of our architectural feeling 2 
at it as it stands there it seems as jf it could not general interest it has awakened 
have been otherwise; those who have seen the beauty and archit 
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Although the strong and simple principles on 
which this architecture are based would make it 
probable that Mr. Berlage had founded a school, 
this has not been the case. Certainly some of the 
younger architects have followed him, and he him- 
Self has remained faithful to his own principles till 
this day, but the development of architecture in 
Holland has not been along the lines indicated by 
him, 

A contemporary of Berlage who was very much 
admired in Holland was de Bazel, who died lust 
November, just when he built his first. monu- 
mental building, a large office building in Amster- 
dam. He was in many ways a contrast to Berlage ; 
he loved complicated detail and, having begun as 
a furniture maker, he has shown that feeling in all 
his buildings by the care with which the detail is 
treated. But he had this in common with Berlage, 
that his composition was determined by the 
practical use of the building, and that before all he 
respected the beauty of the material. But he was 
not as radical as Berlage, for he used the pilaster 
and entablement, although in a simplified form. 
‘The charm of his architecture is unmistakable, 
and he has done remarkable things in decoration 
and furniture. 

In the years from 1900 to 1910 it seemed as if 
the general lines of the future Dutch architecture 
had been traced by these two men and that we 
Were waiting for young architects of talent to 
build on their principles and to bring the new 
architecture. But it has not been so, although 
their influence has been enormous, and Dre 
Rerlage certainly is now the most celebrated 
architect in Holland. He is one of the most 
honest, one of the most serious architects that 
ever lived. OF course he is an idealist, as every 
artist is, who tries to bring beauty into our 
sombre community. His severe dogma, that the 
mathematical purity of a construction is enough 
to make it a work of art, had in its beautiful sim- 
plicity an attraction for some time, but it certainly, 
true or not, had to come into conflict with the 
nervous longing after emotion so characteristic of 
our time. _Berlage works for and believes in a new 
and simplified social life, and when you see this old 
philosopher sitting in his garden near the dunes at 
Scheveningen you feel that he is far away from all 
the nervousness, from all the wrestling of ou daily 
life. 

‘The reaction has been intense, 
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1910 with the creation’ of the new head office of 
the centralised Shipping Societies, the so-called 
Shipping House, It was begun by the architect 
Van der Mey, with the collaboration of two younger 
artists of talent, de Klerk and Kramer. The 
Shipping House is one of the most interesting 
buildings of later years ; it shows not only new 
ideas in architecture but also new: technique, Like 
the Exchange of Berlage, it is a milestone in the 
development of our architecture. 

‘The greatest contrast to the architectural ideas 
of the decade before lies in the love of fantasy, 
even if it leads to illogical constructions. Perhaps 
I should say that the love of fantasy naturally 
reduces logical thought to a lower plane. It cer. 
tainly was the nature of his philosophical ideas on 
architecture that made fantasy impossible to Ber- 
lage. It was a great quality of his architecture to 
be as pure, as logical as possible, but this quality 
had its defect, and that was the lack of fantasy. 
Therefore funtasy, so long neglected, took her 
revenge—and, it must be said, in a splendid way, 
Nothing, not’ the slightest detail, not even the 
material itself, was forgotten by her. Our cele 
brated old bricks got a new size and put on anew 
‘overcoat, They were not treated any more like 
slaves, hut they were respected as the different 
members of one large family. Very remarkable is 
the way in which terra-cotta, made by very gifted 

ists,.is composed of the same. material and is 
tested in quite the same way as the brick, so that 
they form one unbroken surface. It is admirable 
that the result does not show the enormous diffi- 
culty of the shrinking of the material; all the 
sculpture had to be made about 10 per cent. larger 

In order to appreciate the brick technique of 
this building it must be understood that the archi- 
tects wanted to show that the brick surface is only 
a decorative curtain, hung over a construction of 
concrete. ‘The consequence of this theory is that 
the most illogical brick construction is the most 
honest, hecause it shows clearly that it cannot 
exist by itself, and there must he some construc- 
tion behind. "The severe and critical mind of the 
English architect will certainly at once feel the 
danger of such a theory. But in this case the 
theory was not very important; it was made 
it was asked for. What need has fantasy 
of theories ? 

The most admirable quality of this bi ding is 
the unity of the whole, although many artists have 
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collaborated. This unity is the more remarkable 
because the spirit was quite new for the Holland 
of these d Its influence has been enormous. 
Not only have the architects who collaborated in 
its design done important work themselves, but a 
number of satellites have tried to follow in their 
steps. 
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any interesting details, but because, still suffer= 
ing from the shock of the unexpected death 
of de Klerk, whom some of you who did us the 
honour of coming over to Hoiland will remember, 
it is difficult for me to speak freely about the great 
work he has done. In his last year he worked in 
collaboration with Kramer. Mr. Kramer is now 
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Of the two collaborators, I can show you here 
some work of the architect Kramer and, of the 
extremely gifted de Klerk. Since I got the 
invitation to read this Paper, de Klerk has died at 
the age of 39. It was in November last year that, 
on the same day that we paid the last hionour to 
this great artist, we were astonished by the absence 
of the architect de Bazel. He died the same day 
in a railway carriage. 1 tell you this not to gi 
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building « large warehouse in The Hague, and we 
all are waiting with interest to see what he will 
make of it, show you on the screen some of his 
early work, full of fantasy and talent—the Sailors’ 
Clubhouse at den Helder and three houses in the 
north of Holland that were burned down. 

The work of de Klerk is considered by us 
younger architects as the most individual work 
done in later years. He made all the drawings 
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and even the general details himself. It could not 
be otherwise, because nearly every detail is nearly 
a new invention. He could never teach pupils 
because every new day was really new for him and 
brought the pos s of unknown beauty. His 
development was remarkable. In his earlier work 
he only made ornamental fagades. He began by 
drawing for contractors, and it is only since the 
war that in the building of the large workmen's 
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had tried to group his masses effectively. "This 
vas done with cool severity ; there was no passion 
in it, no unreasonable joy. But look now at the 
younger architects and the manner in which they 
model their buildings. Some of them certainly 
look strange, but show great talent, ‘There is the 
work of Luthman, Rutgers, Staal and  Vorkink. 
In some of this work, and in much of the work I 
dare not show you, there is exaggeration, And I 
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es, with support of State and town, he got the 
opportunity of developing his enormous talent. 
He did very little private architecture. ‘The 
Director of the Housing Department in Amst 
dam, Mr. Keppler, was the man who put all this 
work in his able hands, In_his earlier work his 
plastic talent is shown principally in the deta 
but when he saw the possibility of grouping his 
buildings and even the different part of the build- 
ings his plastic talent came into greater play. 

In the Exchange building Berlage had not built 
ifferent storeys in the Renaissance style, but 
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am not quite sure that your President is not 
thinking at this moment of what he said to the 
students > 

“In the present day it is not difficult for 
novelties, even indefensible novelties, to obtain a 
pecially if possession f 
the thousand ears of the Press 
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will not be completely condemned but wil 
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sympathy because youth has expressed itself 
openly and frankly. 

‘The important step of no longer considering 
architecture as the making of a good plan and 
fagades, but as the composition of different 
masses, led in the beginning to a modelling where 
the straight line seemed to be condemned. ‘There 
is a general feeling now that we have passed that 
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Hilversum, by the architect Dudok. As other 
architects working in the same spirit I should like 
to give you the names of Wils and the associated 
atchitects Bijyoct and Duiker, who won the first 
prize for a new Art Academy at Amsterdam. 

T hope you will allow me to show some work of 
the Office of Public Works of Amsterdam, under 
the direction of my colleague, Hulshoff, He has 
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point. Instead: of the romantic fairy-tale houses, 
where every detail scems to keep a secret, there has 
come again the great flat surface and the silence 
—the wall as the background ; while the other 
houses were themselves dancing, the new house 
should create an interior in which we could dance. 
‘The change is not so much a new view of archi- 
tecture as another view of life in general. As 
examples of this architecture there are some 
municipal buildings of a suburb of Amsterdam, 


formed a staff of very clever architects, all working 
in the modern spirit, and, after a period of the 
romantic and picturesque style, he now comes to 
the straight lines and the silent walls. 

Of course, what I have shown you is in no sense 
complete, because trying to give an idea of the 
principal lines is to omit many things that in them- 
selves certainly would be worth while looking at. 

Asa last duty, coming from my beloved Amster 
dam, I bring to you the greetings of these old 
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houses that still form the principal beauty of the it be possible to do both? We can love our 
town, The love for these houses has not gone. children as well as our parents ; only the love is 
We who, as the younger generation, although different, and it depends more on the age of 
we like ‘to look into the future, love the our minds on which side our feelings are the 
beautiful old face of our town, Why shouldn't stronger, 
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Discussion 
(MR, EDWARD P. WARREN IN THE CHAIR) : 


MR, WARREN [F-]: I have been asked, as the 
President has had to leave to catch a train, to take his 
place in the chair, He absents himself with great regret, 
a regret that T echo. 

As Lam here, I believe the honour devolves upon me 
of proposing a very hearty vote of thanks to Dr. 
Slothouwer, and I judge from the applause which has 
greeted his remarks that Dr. Slothouwer has given us 
an extremely popular and, as I have felt it to be, a very 
interesting lecture, We alll of us Have, in spite of the 
little differences which did exist, in the seventeenth 
century in particular, between our country and Holland, 
and we always have had, an affection, even in the midst 
of our quarrels, and an admiration for that country. 1 
need hardly allude to the expression "* Dutch courage,” 
hecause, immensely as we admired the courage of the 
Dutch, we had to account for it in some way, and we 
accounted for it by attributing it to the excellence of 
their schnaps, and the presence of the little bottles 
‘which they earried and from which they imbibed before 
fighting in the terrific manner they did, so our seamen 
when asking for a drink of that beverage asked for 
Dutch courage. We have an extremely affectionate 
memory for one of the best kings we ever had in this 
country, whom we alluded to as" Dutch William.” 
He brought us many things, good government and good 
sease, and he led the fashion for Dutch architecture, a 
manner of architecture which spread, and, in spite of 
the changes which inevitably arose in the different habits 
of the countries, is still very marked in Great Britain, 
We have the Dutch type of house with us to-day, and 
within the last 50 years there has been a strong revival 
‘of what we may call the Dutch manner in England. It 
hhas always struck me, however, as a little singular that 
the Duteh, having imposed the sash window upon 
England, appear to have deserted it themselves. They 
have imposed it on Portugal too, and given it up; you 
find it in Oporto and Lisbon, and even in Gibraltar, but 
not much in Holland. 

With regard to Holland as a country for the study of 
architecture, every Englishman who goes to Holland, 
as I did for the first time thirty years ago, is immensely 
struck with the delightful, slightly familiar, but also 
slightly strange quality of Dutch architecture, particu- 
farly that of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. 
‘There is nothing more charming than to wake up one 
morning in a bright, clean Dutch town—and Dutch 
towns are very clean—and I am speaking now of the 
‘old Dutch architecture as we were all familiar with itin 
those days, Ihave not been to Holland, I regret to say, 
since the War, in fact not for 15 years, and therefore 1 
am not familiar personally with these new manifesta- 
tions of architecture which Dr. Slothouwer has shown 























to-night. ‘That they have Dutch courage, but not the 
Kind derived from bottles, I can testify from what I have 
seen to-night; those examples are the most courageous 
departures from all known and accepted rules that, 1 
think, occur anywhere in Europe ; and I congratulate 
Dr. Slothouwer and his compatriots on their courage 
If they go on, they will arrive at what the Dutch ha 
always arrived at, namely, doing what they wanted todo; 
they will evolve a new kind of architecture, Some of the 
buildings in great plain masses which we have seen on 
the screen struck me as fine things. As to their eceen- 
tricities of window and doorway, I must reserve my 
opinion until T have seen them myself, which I hope 
t0 do before very long, 

After the delightful lecture of Dr. Slothouwer, and 
in view of the possible questions you have to ask him. 
‘and the further observations which will be made by. 
others, I only have to propose a very hearty vote of 
thanks to him for being so good as to come here and. 
sive us this delightful evening. 

MR, HENRY M. FLETCHER (Js, Te gives me 
very great pleasure to second this vote of thanks for the 
‘very witty and philosophical Paper which we have heard 
this evening. Dr, Slothouwer is a very diplomatic man ; 
he began by making us all purr—I do not know that we 
could all purr personally, but we purred vicariously for 
Sir Edwin Lutyens, Mr. Baillie Scott, Mr. Voyse 
and others whom he mentioned, It goes very mucl 
home to us to hear that our modern architecture has a 
following and an influence in Dutch architecture, If 
some of the outcome has surprised us, we may at any 
rate feel pride that the very remarkable work that we 
have seen depicted to-night owes, in some sense, its 
origin to ourselves. It is surprising ; we have all been 
surprised ; but T think we have sufficient breadth of 
mind to realise that this is the ebullition of youth, Dr. 
Slothouwer has told us this is the work of young men ; 
and those who settle down to great things have often 
started as young men by going wild ; ‘experience tem- 
pers them and gives them greater reverence for the 
older work, but not tll after enthusiasm has made them 
mad, One thing which struck me on looking at this 
wonderful series is that, although they think they have 
left all tradition behind them, they have not ; it is all 
Datch work. Ofall the buildings we have seen to-night 
there are few that you could imagine being done in any 
‘other country. Itis a country which has a great brick 
tradition behind it. “The extraordinary technical feats 
they have demanded of the bricklayers could not have 
been asked for in any country whose architecture was 
not based upon brickwork. I'do not think he showed us 
any of the examples which I have seen in some of the 
publications, of brickwork with the courses laid yerti- 
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cally; that seems an outcome which can hardly be 
defended on any grounds, except those of fantasy, 
which rejects everything it has seen before. ‘There 
‘seems to be nothing which they are not capable of 
asking the bricklayers to do and which the bricklayer 
are not equal to doing. It shows great enthusiasm, both 
in the designers and the workmen, that they should be 
ready to throw aside all tradition, ll logic, and every- 
thing except the desire to do something new ; and we 
must not blame them for that. We perhaps have not 
the courage to do that sort of thing ourselves, but it is 
very refreshing to see it in work for which we are not 
responsible. 

nother thing upon which we must congratulate 
Holland, with an almost passionate congratulation, is 
the fact that their Office of Works is ready to embark 
upon experiments of this kind, I ask you, ladies and 
gentlemen, to turn your minds carefully on to the 
British Office of Works—I do not think 1 need add any 
more on that topi 

Te was very interesting to see the slides with which 
Dr. Slothouwer concluded, showing the old work of 
Holland, because one feels that this new work, after 
time has dealt with it, will settle down into the land 
scape. I remember when first the photographs of the 
‘Exchange at Amsterdam were published in this country 
how startling it seemed ; but when we saw the illustra 
tion of it this e seemed to have settled down 
entirely to be which anybody could accept, 
And so I believe ‘be found in the case of all but 
the strangest manifestations of the present school ; 
there were one or two which we could not accept on 
‘any terms, and which I do not think Dr. Slothouwer 
‘meant us to accept on any terms ; he showed them to 
us as interesting marvels. . 

But I think the courage with which they have attacked 
these problems will have its own reward, and that when 
they have settled down with experience they will pro- 
duce works of extraordinary interest and of extra- 
ordinary value, 

MR. F. R. YERBURY (Secretary, Architectural 
Association) ; In Bedford Square we regard Dr. 
Slothouwer as one of the representatives of the Centre 
Party of the Architectural profession in Holland ; 
hhe i neither Bolshevik nor reactionary. 1 am sorry 
‘he has not shown of his own work this 
evening, for if he had, we should have seen that it was 
fresh and carried out with a kindly regard for the 
past. Certain of the architects have undoubtedly 
turned their backs on tradition, and one or two have 
told me they did so intentionally, because, they said, 
though they admired the old work and it was suitable 
in its day, they considered it outof place at the present 
time, and that it had been badly copied in the past. 
T agree that in Amsterdam and Rotterdam, and in most 
places in Holland, we see very bad copies of some of the 
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old buildings, and itis because of them that the younger 
school have attempted to get right away from tradition, 
‘Mr. de Klerk was a very great artist, and those who 
knew him realised, even after a short conversation with 
him, that he was undoubtedly a great genius. He seemed 
to have a number of followers the younger 
school who did remarkable things. In some cases the 
result was not good. Their attempt to graft this new 
architecture on to their country houses has been, I 
think, a failure, One British architect who is thought a 
good deal of in Holland, and who has not been men- 
tioned, is Mr. Mackintosh, of Edinburgh. De Klerk, 1 
know, had much admiration for Mackintosh, {t is 
perhaps a litle extraordinary that the architects who 
were best known in Holland were not some of the 
architects whom perhaps we know best. I wish to add 
my thanks for the Paper which the lecturer has given us. 

‘MR. FLETCHER (FJ: If I may rise again 1 would 
like to ask Dr. Slothouwer what the lighting of some of 
these buildings is like inside, especially Mr, Dudok’s 
building. The proportion of wall space to window area 
is something extraordinary. It may be that the great 
length of the windows compensates for their want of 
height, but most of the windows appear to be about 
two feet high. 

MR. GILBERT H. JENKINS [F.]: I also would 
like to add my appreciation of Dr. Slothouwer's Paper, 
the more so as 1 was one of the party from the Archi- 
tectural Association, and was fortunate in being one of 
the guests of the architects in Amsterdam the year be- 
fore last. They showed us an enormous amount of their 
‘work, new and old, and we all felt that although eccen- 
tric things were being done, the time would come when 
2 great deal of the best that they had been striving for 
would come to the front, and the eccentricities would 
drop away. They seem to have had a wonderful oppor- 
Soaiy fe housing Ce ees cise, Holaad 

juring the war, went tl . perhaps, a phase of great 
prosperity, and the Dutch seem to have used tear: 
tunity to put up around Amsterdam very much better 
houses for the working classes than, I think, any other 
country. One of the reasons why their houses are more 
satisfactory.in some ways is that the foundations of 
Amsterdam are extremely bad, and it does not pay to, 
tt up low buildings; you must put up buildings of 
Rour or five storeys, ‘There you have great blocks of 
workmen's dwellings, and though the fenestration is 
eccentric, yet in many cases itis very fine, ‘The wonder- 
ful sense of mass and grouping which some of the 
revealed shows a distinctly new idea and 

trend in architecture, | F can anewer AS Fletcher's 
question and say the schools are lighted, and any- 
She visiting them would say that they are good schools 
for ordinary primary education ; they are buildings 
which we in might almost eney, T think the 
time is coming when architects here, in America, and 
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elsewhere will go to Holland to study the work which 
Dutch architects are doing. 

MR. T. ALWYN LLOYD [F)] also expressed his 
thanks to Dr. Slothouwer, and continued : 1 am an- 
‘other of those who received great kindness from Dr. 
Slothouwer in his native city during the time I 
was in Holland as a wayfarer, I had previously 
met him, and when I called to see him he gave 
me one of the most delightful days it has ever been 
my pleasure to spend ; he put himself out to show 
tne the architectural glories of Amaterdam in a way that 
I, a8 a stranger, could not possibly have experienced 
otherwise, We are all amazed, I think, by the courage 
and the ingenuity with which the modern architects of 
Holland are tackling their problems. Like those who 
have already spoken, I do not fel myelf able to aub~ 
scribe to all the results of the theories we have seen 
‘expressed in the buildings on the screen to-night, but 
T would like to add my tribute to the courage and, al 
‘most as important, the public spirit in Holland which 
has backed up the efforts of the younger architects and 
enabled them to build in this extraordinary way. An- 
other thing is, that the buildings express not only a 
design of remarkable character, but also a very surpris- 
ing use of materials. 1 think that in no part of the world 
could we see such magnificent brickwork, the colour and 
the texture, that we get in Dutch buildings. 

‘MR. T, LAWRENCE DALE (F'] : Irise to support 
Mr, Jenkins in his appreciation of Dutch architecture. 
1 was struck by the tendency of several speakers 10 

ronise the modern Dutch architects ; they are 

frightened by what they call wild men." "For myself 
T confess I think that Dutch architecture is not only 
going to do something fine, but has already done some- 
thing extremely fine. The shipping ofice is, to my 
mind, a most interesting building, one of the most 
interesting that have been erected in the last generation. 
‘The extraordinary wealth of imaginative detail in that 
building is bewildering. You may say it is overdone, 
but that, surely, is a very small criticism, "The fact is 
that nobody else could do it. In the same way the flats 
of our very much regretted friend de Klerk seemed to 
me extraordinarily brilliant. One cannot admire them 
all equally, but the building with the balconies was 
beautiful ; seeing it only on the screen, you cannot 
appreciate the beauty of the whole thing. When Eng- 
Tak architects speak in/a’ patronising ieanner of that 
‘work, I ask them to recall the English attempts at the 

oblem, the block of industrial dwellings or 
fiats of the cheaper type, I have very much pleasure in 
greeting Dr. Slothouwer again, 

MR. W. T. BENSLYN [4]: 1 would like to say 
that one of the things that struck many members of the 
Architectural Association when they went to Holland 
‘was the effect which the houses built by these architects 
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had on the people who lived in them. We were privi- 
leged, under the leadership of the late Mr. de Kle 

Dr. Kepler, to go into the houses, and the impression. 
‘we came away with was that, whatever else this work 
had done, it had certainly stimulated the people who 
lived in the houses, We have had it preached in Eng- 
land that good architecture would have an uplifting 
etfect on the standard of living and the taste of the 
‘community, and we can say that one of the greatest 
honours to 'the memory of Mr. de Klerk is that his 
work did have this uplifting effect on the people 
who dwelt in the houses he had built. I have never 
seen such a high standard of taste in any country I 
have visited. 

DR. SLOTHOUWER (in reply): The great inte- 
rest shown by those who have taken part in the dis- 
cussion makes it a pleasure for me to ask your attention 
for a few more minutes, It is not possible for me to 
answer all the speakers personally, Mr, Jenkins has 
answered the question put by Mr, Fletcher. And Mr. 
Fletcher's remark about the possibility of introducing 
new technique to the workmen is on the same level as 
the very intelligent remarks of Mr. Benslyn. 1 would 
only add to the answer that it is not sufficiently under- 
stood, I think, that the past styles of architecture have 
never been styles of the people ; they have always been 
styles invented by those who had no contact at all 
with the people. “The great thing, really, is that the 
people of Holland are very much interested in their 
architecture, and I know, personally, that the contact 
we have with our bricklayers is more sincere than it 
was, let us say, a hundred years ago, and especially fifty 
years ago. 

Another difficult question which has heen asked re~ 
ferred to the teaching of architecture. I think the best 
answer I can give is that I do not think teaching is so 
very ii it; think that young students pick up 
what they like to pick up, and forget the rest, But, to 
tell you how things are now, we have one official 
Institute where architecture is taught, which is in Delft, 
‘There is, however, a younger school, or rather a 
younger generation, who have tried to make a school 
in Amsterdam. ‘That is a very important thing for us, 
but a difficult thing to speak of, because the great 
pee that brought the men to that school under 

tate support were alittle mixed. If they had not been 
0 openly against the theories of Delft, am sure their 
success would have been greater. 

I would specially like to thank the Chairman and 
Mr, Dale, who has been so kind as to appreciate this 
work, which in many ways is overdone. Tam very glad 
hhe has used the word. It is indeed difficult for me to 
criticise the work of my countrymen. T thank you for 
‘your appreciation of my Paper and for the generous 
hospitality which I have received, 
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A Review of the 


Tendencies of Architectural Education” 
BY PROFESSOR BERESFORD PITE, M.A. [F] 


RCHITECTURAL education is perhaps the 
most int ‘and vital question of the day 
to our profession. ‘The practising architect, 

who would prefer not to be bothered about it, his own. 

education having been completed (a sad delusion), 
needs assistants from time to time as his juniors grow 
up and drift away to higher pay; and maybe among his 
sons and daughters one at least is designated either by 
heredity or inheritance to enter the firm and will need 
education to that end; the subject also affects the 
silent public which furnishes material to primary, 
secondary, public and university education to be worked 

‘up for vocational training and ultimate bread-winning. 

Architectural education indirectly concerns the school 

master who prepares our youths, and directly the 

growing ranks of instructors, masters, and professors 
of the technical institutes and colleges who from it 
derive sustenance and by it honour. ‘To these it may 
seem sacrilegious that any word should be spoken in 
criticism of their worship of an image that has come 
down to them from the Jupiter of the R.IB.A., and 
they form a class that by reason of its cultivated clo- 
quence largely affects the atmosphere of discussion. 

Finally architectural education deals with an art which 

is both a necessity and a joy to mankind, so that 

patrons or clients also have interests that are deeply 

Involved in this subject, 

It is necessary that we should be reminded that 
architecture is either cursed or blessed with per- 
manence. It expresses the characters and education of 
its servants in solids, It is not ephemeral as music or 
even literature. ‘The original purpose of 2 building 
may be changed and become of little account, but the 
stone, brick, steel, and reinforced concrete may, almost 
perpetually, bear witness to what manner of persons in 
the first quarter of the twentieth century strutted their 
hour upon the architectural stage. 
i ipoint the educational influences which 
at present enlighten or shadow the course of the young 
architect must be considered. Under the cloak of a 
curriculum his j it is heated, his ideals are 
cooled, and he is comforted by that growing seli-con- 
fidence which the world discerns to be an outstanding 
persuasion of his profession. 


‘Tue Errecs or Tie War. 
Any review of the present ions of students of 
architecture must unfortunately take account of the 














* Edinburgh Architectural Association, 2t March 1924. 


disturbance caused by the war to a whole generation. 
Ie would be inconsiderate not to give full weight to 
this lamentable fact. ‘The snapping of tradition may 
provide a starting point for a fresh outlook, but it also 
vwill emphasise the importance of recalling our aims. 

‘The war of 2914-18 will be found to have Inf itn 
mark upon the works tecture as upon painti 
nd sculpture. Buildings reflect socal eisee.| 
arti ideals. We remark the aspect ofthe work of 
2 century ago in the sterner simplicity and frigid 
of ornament of the scholarly Grecian ideal that replaced 
the last survival of the Baroque. Minor currents and 
remote motives may be overlooked and the general 
character discerned as unmistakably more serious than 
the exhausted traditionalism of the close of the cigh- 
teenth century. The black death in the fourteenth 
and the wars of religion in France and the Nether- 
lands in the sixteenth are historical instances of change 
of aspect produced by similar causes. ‘The full effect of 
the recent war upon our building art cannot yet be 
measured, but it is still to be reckoned with in the 
student world. 

‘Though the normal volume of building is resuming 
to meet suspended commercial requirements, and 
smaller houses are being erected in great numbers, it 
is clear that idealistic, which can be inclusive of luxury, 
building which is necesaily architectural, will be 

erally impossible until the incubus of 
SP the ar bc alleviated by revived trade and. pro- 
duction, 

The tendency, however, of the excitement and sacri~ 
fices of war upon the student mind should not be 
wholly repressive. A stimulus to imaginative con- 
ception, similar to that imparted to literature and 
pictorial art, may be predicated for the arts of design. 
Students’ work should he illuminating as to the results 
of a changed outlook on life, and unless depressed by 
an academical system its freedom should be mani- 
fested in earnest and fresh conceptions. 

“Tue Ancittrecture oF THE Victomian Era, 










vi sufficient description of an era already 
clearly by its variegated architectural 
landmarks jude Greek, in St, George’s Hall, 


Li | Gothic, inthe Palace at Westminster and the 
Royal Courts of Justice, the significant medizevalism of 
ecclesiastical work, and finally the romantic granges and 
Dutch brickwork of the school of Norman Shaw ; and 
this ravaging of the architectural musuem culminated 
in the serious endeavour to relate the decorative arts 





of the day to social reform, which is. still a not~ 
exhausted ideal, 

‘The architectural product of the era was extra- 
ordinary in its variety, but in spite of its basis in really 
scholarly investigation its enthusiasms were as tran- 
sient as they were rapid in evolution, 

‘The subject of architectural fashion is interesting 
and mysterious, and should be explored philosophically. 
Its prejudices, standards of tate, ts sincere hypoctsies 
and fanaticisms, have perverted the public judgment in 
art, with the result that the path of the student is 
Surrounded and baffled by tendencies which make the 
direction of progress difficult and uncertain, This 
Victorian architecture leaves us wondering at its power 
and enthusiasms, with the questions, What was the 
architectural education that produced works of such 
variety and power? Are we certain that the path 
which we are now pursuing, and which to a great 
extent has replaced the Victorian policy, is more likely 
to lead to vitality in our art ? 

The last century generally, and that later portion 
of it with which some of us have had personal con- 
nection, cannot be credited with the inheritance or 
initiation of systematic architectural training. By 








contrast with our continental neighbours we had no 


educational. processes. Definite courses of study in 
the science of construction or history of art did not 
‘exist, and, examinations in architecture not having been 
invented, schools for preparation for such tests had 
not come into being. 

Anricuts oF Araesricentr, 

‘The historic principle was education by articled ap- 
prenticeship in the office of a practising architec 
training equally open to unarticled assistants and 
juniors down to the rank of office boy. An impressive 
‘might be made of architects’ powder-monkeys who 
tained quarter-deck rank. ‘The gracious gifts of ster- 
ling character, taste and artistic ability were not then 
conferred only upon premium pupils, or indeed now 
only upon whole-time students in colleges. An office 
is run by a crew sharing a common experience falling 
to all who take a turn at the oars. ‘The staff, including 
the pupils, shared the same fare; the premium was 
paid for the advantages of a stool at the desk, an 
Volved participation in the secret mysteries of the 
master. 

‘Mr, Bolton’s researches into the journals of Sir John 
's office do not reveal material differences fromthe 
routine of general practice which still maintains. ‘The 
tendency of this system for good depended upon the 
business dealt with and on the master’s method of work, 
Slackness of business afforded opportunity for acade- 
mical exercises, but it was conceded that the pupil was 
fortunate whose lot fell in a busy office. 

‘As success depended more upon the pupil’s zeal and 





























4 JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS 





J 


10 May 1924 


adaptability than in a disciplined academy, the ten- 
dency was not only to make a student fend for himself, 
ut also to develop a sense of responsibility for the work 
in hand, which grew in a long term of articles into a 
full professional qualification. ‘To office training was 
often added contact with practical building by a term 
in a builder’s shops, or better still by a place in the 
clerk of works’ ofc from the beginning to the end of 
ajob. An improvership, at small pay or none, in a 
diferent atmosphere generally followed, town and 
country mice changing places. ‘Travel abroad might 
ensue for a year or more, when Greece and Rome 
were indispensable before the days of steam, and later 
for a few months when the medieval continent was 
the goal, In broad outline this constituted the educa- 
tion of the men on whose works the fame of the Victo- 
rian era rests. 
‘Tue Loxvox A.A, 

‘There were a few privileges and influences outside 
the office to be reckoned with. ‘The Architectural As- 
‘sociation was founded in London about the middle of 
the last century, and continued for nearly 50 years as a 
purely voluntary association of juniors, providing one 
another with fellowship in study. A’ basis was laid 
for classes of instruction, which became important 
with the advent of compulsory examination, ‘The 
original idea of the Association was mutual contribu- 
tion by members, and avoided the relation of students 
and instructors, "The atmosphere was free, if unsyste- 
matic, and its effect cannot be easily defined ; generally 
it was most useful to men in second-rate of who 
enjoyed meeting their more fortunately placed breth- 
ren. ‘The economical half-guinea annual subscription 
was a real source of strength to the Association and a 
blessing to its members, The large constituency of 
London ensured its success, but Edinburgh, with other 
centres, followed the pattern, ‘Thesixty-sixth session of 
the Edinburgh Architectural Association cannot be 
passed without acknowledging the illustration that it 
offers of the self-devotion of leaders and of the zeal 
of juniors in mutual service, 

the lack of an organised system in architectural 
education produced the tendency to that mutual self= 
helpfulness which is notable among artists, This is too 
valuable an element to be overlooked in a day when the 
need for it is not so apparent as formerly. ‘The dis- 
appearance of voluntary sid to the educational needy 

be a real loss to the profession ; to a great extent 
the very economical cost of the technical classes 
establishied in London by the County Couneit at the 
School of Building at Brixton and elsewhere at Poly- 
technics meets the need ; but the friendliness and free- 
dom of architectural associations has a different quality 
to that of schools, though one must not deny that it can 
be present between remunerated instructors and sub= 
scribing students. 
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Lecrourss ar THE R.A. anv CoLveces. 

‘Among the educational resources formerly open to 

a limited number of London students was the privilege 
of attending lectures at the Royal Academy by the Pro- 
fesior of Architecture. A short course was delivered 
each winter on the particular subject dear to the pro- 
fessor. ‘The audience, besides the handful of evening 
architects, included the day-time painting and sculp- 
ture students, who attended com; ‘and inatten- 
tively. These lectures were stately functions delivered 
in the presence of the President and members of the 
‘Academy. My architectural ancestor has described to 
me the dignity and charm of Professor Cockerell’s 
appearance and manner, in the days when he was 
vindicating the importance of Greek architecture to 
generation of reactionaries and heretics. ‘The value of 
the Professor's words was ephemeral, but his executed 
ings are a permanent legacy of beauty and scholar~ 












Sir Gilbert Scott's lectures on Medizeval Architec- 
ture at the Royal Academy were eloquent and scholarly 
Propa da; they covered a long term of years, and 
probably had the clergy as much as architects in view. 
Edward Barry’s lectures followed, and were apologetic 
for a wider field of vision. G. E. Street lectured after 
Barry's premature death (he vigorously protested 
against being called professor). “This was a most 
stimulating course, mainly devoted to the French 
cathedrals. He was in the thick of detailing the Law 
Courts building, but in spite of a very large practice in 
which he insisted on giving individuality to every draw- 
ing, he found time to visit France for the purpose of 
his lectures. No professor succeeded Street ; Water- 
house and Bodley gave one or two lectures apiece, and 
valuable short courses were given by Mr. Penrose, 
Professor Middleton and Dr. Reginald Stewart Poole 
on subjects due to the interests of Lord Leighton, 
which were far beyond the cognizance of the average 
Academy student, but had considerable influence in 
enlarging th horizon ofa few beyond the now waning 
battlefield of the styles. ‘The appointment of Professor 
Aitchison inaugurated a long term of scholarly lectures 
on Classical Architecture, which marked the changing 


seasons, 

Professorships of Architecture—that is, lectureships 
—had been established at King’s College and Uni- 
versity College, London, and the names of Professor 
Kerr at the former and of Donaldson, Hosking, 
Hayter Lewis, and Roger Smith at the latter can be 
remembered with gratitude. These courses dealt with 
construction and history, and were attended by pupils 
and assistants from offices. ‘They were not propagan- 
dist in tendency as those at the Royal iy, and 
may be described as simply informing. I suspect that 
the article in the Encyclopedia Britannica that still 
stands on architecture embodies Professor Hosking’s 
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University College course of 70 years ago. Those days 





were anterior to photographicillustration, and probably 
the magic lantern was considered frivolous. ‘The dia 
grams |, however, were to remain beautiful 
exhibitions of scholarly draughtsmanship. The illus 
trations published in Sir Gilbert Scott’s volume of 
lectures were wholly made on a large scale for the 
Academy Lecture Room ; but Street only sketched on 
the blackboard as he lectured to illustrate the develop- 
‘ment of vaulting. 





ARCHITECTURAL PUBLICATIONS—BOOKS AND 
WEsx.ies, 

‘The artistic interests of the period can be discerned 
by recalling its publications, Gwilt’s dry pemican was 
supplanted by the vigorous doctrinaire volumes of 

‘ergusson's History. ‘This work, in its broad catho- 

, is still an important influence, and has not been 
displaced, though the liberality with which an indivi- 
dualistic criticism is dispensed is only to be regretted 
if accorded equal value with bis presentation of facts. 
But strong architectural convictions were then the 
fashion, and though F yn held himself aloof 
from current enthusiasms, his encyclopedic acquain- 
tance with the buildings of the world may excuse his 
dogmatisms. He was a second Agincourt. But the 
bulk of the literature was specialist. It is significant 
that the movements of architectural taste almost 
‘wholly proceeded upon scholarly, well illustrated books. 
‘This was a tree development of the Renaissance im- 

derived from the republication of Vitruvius. 
‘The work of the brothers ‘was based upon their 
Spalatro book ; the Greek movement upon Stuart and 
Revett and Wilkins ; the Italian Classic upon Leta- 
rouilly ; the later Greck upon Penrose’s Athenian and 
Cockerell’s gina and Bana. 

‘The Gothic Revival cannot be divorced from Pugin’s 
examples, from Rickman and Parker's * Grammars of 
Assent,” of from the Oxford Movement. Ruskin’s 
‘Stones of Venice and Seven Lamps, magnificent as 
literature, exercised the deepest influence upon its 

ion; it diverted the outlook upon Gothic 
architecture from dilettantism, or ae for ee, 
cal principles, and it became ethical and indignantly 
self-righteous. Sharpe's Parallels.no longer sufficed, 
and Street, Butt and Pearson showed the way 
‘continental fields that made Viollet-le-Duc’s 
Dictionnaire contribute to modern English art. ‘The 
publication of many beautifully illustrated volumes of 
Srawings rapidly followed, and the English architects 
amay claim to have established a school of 
patient and fruitful investigation of European medizval 
building—a school which one fears has passed away 
if the parlous condition of the Pugin Studentship com- 
petition, founded to further such studies, is sympto- 
matic. 
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Regard should be given to the progress of photo- 
lithography, by means of which inspiration was re- 
freshed every week through the pages of the Building 
News and its rivals. For a few pence new examples 
could be procured of precedents, ancient and modern, 
In any estimate of the educational resources and ten- 
dencies of the last generation the effect of the rapid 
circulation of picturesque and scholarly drawings must 
be allowed for. We may ask if any educational stim 
lus to-day can be compared with the periodical publi- 
cation of illustrations by Street, E. W. Godwin, Burges, 
or Norman Shaw ? 


‘Tue SxercH Booxs. 
Besides the weeklies, so-called Stketch-Books 
were issued to subscribers by enthusiastic clubs. ‘The 
serial volumes of the Architectural Association, the 
Spring Gardens and the Lancaster Clubs had important 
aims and results. These folios created a repertory 
for the designer, having the definite aim of supplying 
inspiration from old work. ‘Their day has passed, but 
they are monitors to the modern student of zeal in 
study, as, the cost of photo-lithography being inhibitory 
to an annual subscription of one guinea, the pages were 
laboriously lithographed in transfer ink; a detestable 
medium ta careless draughtsman, | No superficiality 
can be alleged against the measured studies -of such 
profound students of medisval life as Wm. Burges 
and Edward W. Godwin. ‘They were not only anti 
quaries but practical architects. It is to these maste: 
that the intelligence underlying the craft movement of 
William Morris should be imputed. Burges's volume 
of architectural drawings has a value comparable with 
Penrose’s Athenian Principles. Clearness of definition 
and elimination of the unessential mark the school of 
draughtsmanship, ‘To these names Nesfield may be 
added, followed soon after by Bodley, whose mantle 
has not yet quite fallen into disuse. We owe to these 
later Victorian leaders the vital interest of that i 
telligent archwology which is our hope to-day. 


Competirions. 

‘The tendencies of any system, or habit of training 
in architecture, are exhibited directly in competition 
designs as well as in buildings. Freshmen enter the 
lists with veterans, bringing new knowledge and en- 
thusisms. "Actual building practice naturally lage a 
generation behind students’ design. Public competi 
tions during the last quarter of the nineteenth century 
‘were full of surprises ; and in architectural competition 
surprise strategy has had its victories. ‘The sensations 
should be recalled of the Manchester ‘Town Hall com- 
tion, of the Bristol Assize Courts, won twice 

ry E. W. Godwin ; of Wakefield Town Hall, in 
Mr. Collcutt won his spurs with a double version, in 
Gothic and New Renaissance. ‘These were open com- 
petitions, St. Mary’s Cathedral, Edinburgh, and the 





























Law Courts in London were limited, and later the 
Admiralty buildings was first open and then selected, 
and the Imperial Institute and the South Kensington 
‘Museum were Limited. Liverpool Cathedral first and 
fast _may also be included. All these competitions 
furnish a conspectus of the tendencies of the current 
education. Entire freedom of outlook, great variety of 
treatment, originality and artistic power, abound in this 
collection, ‘The draughtsmanship is ‘strikingly and 
characteristically English. Tt embodies the traditions 
of David Roberts, Prout, and Mackenzie in the coloured 
perspectives, and in constructional definition illustrates 
Pie, suataees oft taining by. cessed awit 
‘The Law Courts drawings of Sir Gilbert Scott’s design 
and those wonderful details drawn for Wm. Burges by 
Phené Spiers would be almost impossible to-day. In 
a modern cathedral competition could we expect such 
scholarly perfection as G. E. Street achieved in his 
Edinburgh drawings shown a year or two ago at the 
RIBA.? 
‘Srupents' Comrerrrions, 

‘The student competitions echoed this endeavour to 
bear away the prize by a tour de force. ‘The Royal 
Academy Gold Medal produced such work as Wm. 
Frame's nobleman’s house in the manner of Burges ; 
a similar subject about twenty years later produced an 
Assytian palace by Atwood Slater; French Renais: 
sance by Tom Maclaren ; Dutch by Guy Dawber, and 
a Norman Shaw version by Gerald Horsley. Niven’s 
Elizabethan Soane mansion is a landmark in scholar- 
ship, and Lethaby's House for Learned Societies, a 
few years later, introduced the mysterious author of 
the * Début series ” in the Building News Designing 
Club to a larger world, 

Besides many private design circles under fanc 
names, the students’ designing clubs, dealing wit 
lunambitious subjects, conducted monthly by Mr. 
Maurice Adams for the Building News and by E. W. 
Godwin for the British Architect, were outlets for 
energy, infectious in their effect, ‘These design circles 
have been supserseded by the establishment of Schools 
of Architecture, but one may doubt whether the spirit 
of the prophets rests upon the more regular schools. 
‘The vivacity and adventure manifested in these works 
reveal the earnestness and brilliance of the student 
world of that day. Of this youthful freedom of ex- 
pression, if it is not already too late, one would say as 
of the cluster of the young vines, "destroy it not for 
a blessing is in it.”” 

‘The period that we have been reviewing was pre- 
dominantly interested in artistic design ; it had’ the 

ibutes of the artistic temperament, and was 
always in protestation agunat the current European 
traditional style. Merely pompous formal desi 
had the fear of Ruskinian criticism before its eyes aed 
its romanticism <Itermated between severity and 
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picturesqueness, Carlyle and Browning were pro- 
phesying as well as Ruskin, and much moral enrnest- 
ness underlay the excitement, 


‘THe Mopens Outtoox. 

‘To-day a different atmosphere infuses the designs 
of seniors and juniors. Indeed, itis difficult to believe, 
in surveying the student world, that the present is 
product of the past. Its evolution is indistinct ; 
may be but reversion to a temporarily discarded type, 
‘or the reappearance after an upheaval of a primeval 
underlying basis. Was the nineteenth century only 
aspasm of ill-health ? “Is the twentieth the authentic 
neighbour and inheritor of the healthier eighteenth ? 
Does ancestral devotion justify itself if, while con- 
temning the fathers and grandfathers, it pours oblations 
upon the altars of the great-grandfathers, as if their 
virtues had no transmissible life? Such piety is 
suspect of affectation, and needs pontifical robes to 
give it respectability. “The tendency is to be noted and 
weighed, as commending « ready-made starting point 
for an academical system ; an apparatus of style and 
criticism, easy to be applied and fit for youth in its 
subjection to spoon-feeding ! 

‘Tae Demanp For Examinations. 

‘The break in the sky, which practically coincided 
with the death of Queen Victoria, had its origin in a 
claim for authentic qualification ‘steadily raised and 
‘maintained by the always earnest and hard-working 
practitioners and students who formed the larger outer 
tim of the artistic professional circle. Inability to 
iGo in the bold adventures of students’ design 

id necessitated on their part concentration on the 
matters of fact of constructional science and pro- 
fessional practice, ‘These subjects are not of the 
tournament field, but of the text-book, classroom, and 
examination paper. A limited popularity had attached 
to the voluntary examinations of the R. and 
among its successful. candidates an occasional ‘here 
appeared who had scored in design competitions. 
Methods of study and examination naturally appeal 
to the public mind, and the recognition of such methods 
by the Institute, when admission to its ranks was 
confined to examination candidates, has given it im- 
petus and status. From year to year this has developed 
and now official qualification is universally recognised 
as indispensable. The tendency of this compulsory 
examination or academic system therefore has now to 
be considered. 

‘Science axp Art. 

Architecture combines science and art in varying 

roportions, A good building should exhibit the 

mny of both ; at once intelligent and reasonable 

and productive of pleasure and humane interest ; 
i ig os neither by hactmrtn pr eisectason 

‘The architect parent has incessantly to attempt the 
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reconciliation of these unbrotherly twins, His con- 
science always places him in awkward predicaments. 
Hits successes are these of the peice-maler, His 
position is akin to a practising theologian compelled to 
reconcile the ited convictions of his own soul, 
plus those of uncanny clients, with tortuous circum- 
stances. His art and mystery is their solution ; he is 
a combine of fire and water ; a machine for the pro- 
duction of steam, 

Such considerations must indicate the direction of 
his education ; the necessary co-ordination of science 
and art by practice gives importance to the ideal of a 
teacher he and sympathetic, and tends to the 
revival of the disappearing apprenticeship method of 
education. But fear of reversion need not deter us 
from seeking to estimate the significance of the accom- 
plished facts of the more modern system. 


Retation oF Exantnation To Epucarion. 

‘The Institu os created a programme of 
study, unwittingly, as it the provision of 
srchtecteral elucction. ‘This was anomalous, but it 
‘has had the result of calling into existence, in a relatively 
short space of time, new centres of architectural 
education and the engrafting of courses upon existi 
technical training institutions. The educational a 
recognised that professional examinations provided a 
field of operation, and acted promptly in catering for 
its new constituents. The system of to-day is the 
product of the examination, and its main tendency is 
the obtaining of examination passes. 

It is frankly to be deplored that the Institute 
‘examination in architecture is the aim of architectural 
‘education. The educating authority should take prece- 
dence and be sufficiently trusted to examine and 
authorise its own production, ‘This, of course, implies 
the closest association of the practitioner with the 
‘educator in order to avoid a divergent tendency of 
ideals. At present the system of education is pinned 
down to an external examination level, for its purpose 
is assumed to fail unless it concentrates on schedules 
and previous questions, and the external examiner 
judges his victims by practical standards with which 
‘the instructor has little acquaintance. 

eis not unnatural that these conditions perples true 
education. ‘The principles of uninspired text-books 
predominate in building construction, Mathematics, 
mechanics and the theoretical strengths of materials 
‘are subjects that lend themselves to book instruction 
and questions. The history of architecture plays a 
lame part in the race. Professional practice can be frozen 
into indigestible lumps. The general result is that 
departmental instruction specialises upon each subject 
and displays the dangerous tendency of enclosing 
knowledge in air-tight compartments, in spite of coura- 
geous attempts by teacher and examiner to resist the 
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evil of mere memorising, and is a constant struggle with 
imaginary problems results. Do we not sympathise 
with the teacher's longing to have a real building at 
hand in process of erection where demonstration can 
accompany doctrine, and experiment prove its truth ? 
‘The difficulties of the office do not originate outside 
its sphere of action, and the system which postpones 
them until examination has done most of its work on 
‘education is not sufficient for its real purpose. 


‘Tur Stupy oF Coxstmucrion. 

“The school designs for prize competitions, both at the 
Institute and for the Sehool of Rome, are evidences of 
the finished products of the scholastic method of inten 
sive cultivation in theoretical construction. ‘They will 
be found to exhibit'some elaborately worked out detail, 
usually an iron mock dome, with stress diagrams and 
seductive calculations. Everyday architects stand 
amuzed at the high attainment and student-like quality 
of the work. But the tendency is manifestly wrong 
which permits the constructional parts and roof sections 
of the general drawings to be filled with opaque tints, 
and which for the major problems of structure appear 
to rely on the magic of ferro-concrete. ‘The system is 
not healthy which evades that fundamental thorough- 
ness which real working drawings demand, and which 
skips difficulties to produce a pseudo-constructional 
drawing which cannot properly be said to have been 
designed 3 

‘The atmosphere of a forcing pit too often pervades 
an exhibition of school designs. Intensive cultivation, 
whether of vegetables, live-stock, or of architectural 
students, produces phenomenal specimens of doubtful 
‘commercial value, and needs the constant adulteration 
of the builder's and workman's intellectual and practi- 
cal outlook, 











‘Tue Stupy oF Dest: 

‘The study of practical design in schools presents 
greater difficulty than that of theoretical or so-called 
applied construction. ‘The tendencies of the office are 
adjusted daily to the idiosyncrasy of a client, and by 
the terror of the estimate. ‘These persistent thorns in 
the flesh of the zealous practitioner do not afc the 
school, ‘The instractor is happy in freedom from such 
anxieties, and he stimulates the uninstructed to flap 
their wings ina paradise of art where such malicious 
spirits do not trouble. Unless the teacher himself has 
been hard bitten by the adversities of practice, and is 
caustic as well as sympathetic in disposition, his class 
is doomed to much disillusionment in the later pro- 
cesses of life on earth. 

The tendency of the schools in the study of design is 
naturally towards such standardised subjects as cottages 
or continental casinos, of which published types are 
plentiful, the one based upon an urgent but passing 
Economic need, and the other upon a characteristic 
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reaction from the ecclesiastical ideals of medizevalism 
in thirsting for the luxury of declining Rome. 

‘The practical sessional problem of school routine is 
not merely that of setting subjects for design, but of 
guiding illustrations and examples for the students. 
‘The range of available prints is more limited than a 
casual observer might think, In-breeding results 
from the dependence of the schools on current publica~ 
fions of contemporary academnial wor for types, end 
absence of freshness of motive or outlook. It is not 
easy to suggest a remedy. Human nature, of which the 
professional instinct of architects is part, would propose 
to substitute actual and current buildings and proposi~ 
tions as the types to be studied and experimented with 
in the local centre of architectural education for the 
standardised problems either of the R.ILB.A. examina- 
tion or of the instructor's repertory. But too intimate 
a relation between the doctrinaire teacher and his 
neighbouring practitioner would not be possible as 
things now are. ‘The student has to imbibe a scholastic 
doctrine, and Tater on, when the inevitable office work 
begins, adjust it to reality. 

‘Tue Stupy or History. 

OF all the departments of the manifold art of archi- 
tecture, history would seem to be that most suitable for 
academic study. ‘The theory of construction at all 
points must be applied to modern practice. Materials 
incessantly depend upon markets, while adaptation to 
use and economics are the wheels on which architec- 
tural business moves. 

‘The materials of architectural history are collected 
in more or less convenient forms for the teacher. 
Volumes of drawings and the now world-wide range 
of photographic illustrations are at hand. ‘Though ti 
subject is yast, its sub-division chronologically and 
‘geographically is simple. General outlines can be fol- 
lowed by special periods, and facts supplied, memorised 
and illustrated to any extent demanded by examiners. 

‘The philosophical treatment of the history of build- 
ing demands much more attention than it receives. 
‘The political, economic and spiritual motives which 
underlie all architecture should not be snowed under 
the forms of expression. Foliage and fruit depend 
upon soi, culture and’ atmosphere. Deductions ap- 

icable to modern life must be made if the study of 
tory is to be more than pedantic, It can become 
rensely practical and stimulating, and provide for the 
introduction of sanity into architectural criticism if a 
discerning mind directs the innocent neophyte. 

In dealing with history the tendency of the schools of 
architecture should become essentially individual, 
schools of thought—not merely schools of design. The 
lack of an intelligent use of form in students’ designs, 
with regard both to scheme and the use of detail, marks 
a tendency which indicates a limited outlook—a failure 
for which the figment of professional qualification by. 
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examination is mainly responsible. Besides the general 
aspect of designs—an aspect which deserves the 
fice tae Bgl fhaseetas) Peadcats pera 
dog aig ete reacts arebteses dp) well—the 
lous condition of the R.LB.A. essay prize comy 

ties bears occas fy a asc OF soy veil eee 
tion of the value of historical study and to the neglect 
Of this proper sphere for academical stud 

The examinations in architectural history 2s at 
present conducted are merely pedantic, and it is hy 
Critical to treat this subject as an essential to profes- 
sional qualification. It would be better that it should 
be eliminated from the schedules. 





Doctrine AND Ipeats. 


It has not been found difficult to propound to the 
Philistine world a doctrine of ascertained professional 
qualification by examination for architectural practice; 
for it is not easy to envisage a satisfactory education 
for this combined art and science. In fact no attempt 
fins been made to view the problem in its full relation 
either to the abstract art or to the student. 

"The tendency of the examination nostrum has been 
to invent an education for itself, a singular reversal of 
evolutionary process. And it must not be forgotten 
‘examination as a hall mark for practising must 
itched somewhere about the level of respectable 
mediocrity. ‘The result is that the general practice of 
architecture has been levelled up and education flat~ 
tened down, Already the loss of variety and adventure 
has become significant in the work of the schools, of 
which the preliminary competition for the School of 
Rome prize this year is a sad witness. With heavy 
examination schedules to digest, and the uncertain taste 
of examiners to face, students cannot risk a free 
excursion into fields of study, and without freedom 
artistic inspiration faints and expires. The only alter- 
native for the student is to ignore as Jong as possible the 
existence of the Institute and its examinations, to face 
the world without suffixes, and await the testimony of 
qualification that his executed work may afford; in 
fact to rely, like authors and composers, painters and 
sculptors, upon real uncertificated performance. But 
this alternative cannot now be safely recommended to 
jnyone whose livelihood will depend upon public 

ies. 

It is vain to deplore the tendency of architectural 
education to lca of production without urging 
sgnin thatthe subject of education directed tothe art 
of architecture urgently needs much more time and 
thought to be given to its fundamental presupposition 
than it has yet received. ‘To begin after the comple- 
tion of the usual schoolboy life is too late by three or 
four important years. ‘The qualities most valuable to 
the practising architect should be educed and 
vated when character begins to crystalise into indi- 
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viduality, Tnventiveness, mechanical aptitude, ana- 
Iytical. observation, and ‘artistic perception are even 
more important aptitudes than drawing. ‘The widest 
possible basis of general scientific knowledge should be 
laid upon those universal laws which govern all con- 
struction from the equator to the poles ; upon history, 
which records the progress or the reverse of the civilisa- 
tion that implies city building; and upon drawing and 
geometry, which should go hand in hand with writing 
and arithmetic, Upon such a soil specialised studies 
would develop fruitfully towards the particular goals 
of the architectural profession. But the specialised 
studies of the schools should begin, continue, and end 
with practical aims. Working drawings, a most essential 
as well as honourable definition, must replace the 
follies of * rendered” drawings. The subject matter of 
specifications, probed to its multifarious roots, and 
treated as the architects" literature, should wait upon 
the working drawings. In short the specialised educa- 
tion for the profession in its output should have no 
other deliberate aim than the standard of a first-rate 
office. 

‘We have endeavoured to review the spitit and results 
of the unsystematic educational methods of the Vic- 
torian era in the hope that it will provoke to emulation. 
It is not easy to compare its effects with those of our 
present devotion to academical training. If we esti- 
mate these, as optimistically as possible, the conclusion 
will probably be that enthusiasm for concrete historic 
ideals, and with it learned research, has faded and 
is replaced by devotion to abstract’ qualities. ‘The 
designer secks to realise the force of such phrases, as 
breadth, proportion and composition. These, disso- 
ciated from any recognised architectural language, 
have not much inspiration and are already wearying 
the student, ‘The revulsion from revivals, and the 
belated attempt to pick up the dropped thread of the 
eighteenth century—itself a revival—have not fur- 
ished the schools with the needed stimulus of such 
vivid ideals as our fathers enjoyed. 

Religious art in every age has supplied the most 
direct and concrete expression of idealism. To it 
belongs the commemoration of the dead. Ecclesi- 
astical building, which is not now as plentiful as in 
Queen Victoria's day, still clings to medizval trappings 
and derives a little freshness from the revival of the 
crafts, But the war memorials of the last few years 
have furnished an acid test for architects. This oppor- 
tunity for the solemnities of art it is difficult to 
characterise calmly, but in any review of tendencies it 
must be taken account of. ‘The cenotaph in White- 
hall, the crosses, obelisks and men in field kit in all 
their melancholy array, await the verdict of time upon 
the architects” interpretation of religion and victory. 
It is to be anticipated that absence of ideal will be 
imputed to the age which followed but knew not the 
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authors of the Scott monument in Edinburgh or the 
Prince Albert memorial in London—and it was the 
age that had known Alfred Stevens and possesses 
Alfred Gilbert. 

In civil architecture the schools have more or less 
specialised in devotion to the methods of the Ecole des 
Beaux Arts, ‘The Parisian draughtsmanship has been 
emulated and the Imperial Roman apd Napoleonic 
planning imitated. It is proving to be unhealthy fare 
for the young architect, and his projects have suffered 
from the exaggeration consequent on applying large 
scale to small subjects. 

In domestic building the schools have been more at 
home, the demand for small houses with its standardi- 
sation of types has given both opportunity and guid- 
ance to much useful work. Idealism is at a discount 
when economy is supreme. We should like to see 
some exercises in large house design which are not 
based upon Country Life or its heroes. ‘The tendency 
to rely on imperfect glazing, unsound roofs, and broken 
pavements is not courageous, and the doctrine of 
texture, misapplied on architectural drawings, is 
often deceptive in the executed building. Decoration 
is an open field, both in sculpture and painting; one 
that has not yet been systematically cultivated by the 
schools. Apart from thestylistic methods of revivalists 
decoration is difficult and demands high attainment. 
‘The slight acquaintance, possible to architectural 
students, with the technique of decorative art is not 
sufficient to enable them to exercise any real influence 
‘upon production. ‘The suggestion can be made that 
a much more intimate connection between the curri- 
culs of the schools of architecture, art and technology, 
is desirable and ought to become an ideal in our educa- 
tional system for architects. But the tendency of the 
present examination stress is to exclude any practical 
study of decoration, and it will be impossible by 
examination to apply a standard test. A proper place 
for decoration, however, should be as certain as for sani- 
tation in an ideal educational programme for architects, 








‘Tae Furure. 
‘This review or criticism may appear to conclude that 
absence of tendency marks the present position, 
Enthusiasm for education in the abstract does not lead 
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the architect to any very helpful ideal in his daily 
work. It belongs almost exclusively to the profes- 
sional teacher. In the absence of strong conviction 
and having exhausted the superficialities of architecture 
may we not turn to its more essential and universal 





qualities ? Can the science of construction furnish 
us in building with such a root of wsthetic development 
as we perceive in shipbuilding, even in iron? Have 
not even motor-cars, like steam locomotives, illustrated 
that purpose, if simply expressed, creates new forms of 
ssthetic value. Artists are conscious of this as they 
sketch building operations and scaffolding, with the 
eranes that in the south are known as “ Scotchmen,”" 
Is not a medieval apse a stone scaffolding? Do we 
not come near architectural impressionism in simple 
engineering works of great magnitude, and have not 
‘tress lines a quality of grace at work? Will not a 
doctrine of constructive expression, of function (to use 
amodern key-word) yield up beauty out of strength 
and fitness? The answer is certainly affirmative, 30 
far as it goes; that is, until the architect comes upon 
the scene and illustrates the lamp of sacrifice by apply- 
ing the disjecta membra of the dead to the living 
body by way of decorative treatment—a primitive 
tradition of using skulls and bones, known to anthro- 
Pologists. | Here is our difficulty,’ danger and hope. 

ethaps also the occasion for a new understanding and 
alliance with the decorative arts—certainly for a new 
analytical perception of what Greek or Gothic motives 
were when they were modern, and not suffused with the 
decaying humours of antiquity. Is not this the sphere 
for the schools of architecture? Building, beauti- 
fully well done, moved by intelligent appreciation and 
enthusiasm ; such as guided Brunelleschi in dealing 
with both a modern building and an antique art, ‘The 
field is now clear of will o” the wisps. ‘There are no 
other lights to miaguide, Begin by equipping the 
student with a true estimate of the values and essentials 
of the buildings of the past, but insist on the value of 
the predominant present. Make him an honest repre- 
sentative of—not a rebel against—the age in which he 
lives. And let us set ourselves the task of making the 
architecture schools living centres in which the probe 
ems of to-day are educed in the concentrated lights 
of the past, tending to the ever-living present. 
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Correspondence 


THE DEFENCE LEAGUE AND MR. GEORGE 
HUBBARD. 
London, 8 May 1924 
To the Editor, Journat. R.1.B.A.,— 

St,—Since my return from India a few weeks ago 
I find that the proposals of the present Council with 
regard to Registration are very similar to those which I 
advocated as early as 1911. 

As I believe that the possibility of obtaining Regis- 
tration, under the Institute Scheme, isnot so remote as 
formerly, I feel my position en the Defence League is 
therefore inconsistent, and have accordingly sent in 
my resignation to that body and withdrawn my name 
from the voting list.-Youts faithfully, 

Grorce Hossano [F.. 
MR. GOODHART-RENDEL’S PAPER. 
Edinburgh, 2 May 1924. 
To the Editor, Joursat R.1.BA.,— 

Stt,—The Paper by Mr. Goodhart-Rendel was of ab- 
sorbing interest to those of us old enough to have followed 
the architectural developments of the ‘seventies, when the 
"Revival "attained high-water mark. 

Tam glad to note in the last iseue of the Jourxat that 
the reference to the “‘ contamination of the Building News” 
‘was not seric intended, except in an oblique way, as 
the students of that time Los ores of their chmapry 
to the interesting renderings of the principal buildings 
the period appearing in that journal, and particularly to 
the “* faithful representations ” by “* M. B. A.” 

‘To me, the fine series of detailed drawings by Mr. Alfred 
Waterhouse of the Manchester Town Hall were of intense 
interest, as I was fortunate, through residence among the 
Derbyshire hills at the time, to visit regularly this superb 
work of that great master, and in being able to compare 
the executed work, as it proceeded, with those reproduc- 
tions by Mr, Maurice B, Adams. 

‘The students of the period also owed a debt of gratitude 
to the Building News for its ‘* Designing Club,” and, as I 
‘was a regular competitor in the first series in the ‘seventies, 
it was always of interest to study the awards as they were 
Published, which, by the way—as a bit of history— 
‘Were invariably carried off by a competitor whose ideas 
De ere asian wears, etre, T have no doubt 
Professor W. R. Lethaby will admit the "* impeachment ” 
that under the modest nom-de-plume of '* Début ” he was 

Prizes, 

Mr. Goodhart-Rendel states that the Design for the 
Houses of Parliament by Augustus Welby Pugin was. 
submitted under the nom-de-plume of “ Gillespie Graham.” 
It well known that there was at that time a fashionable 
itect of that name practising in Edinburgh. Is it 
ions "" that Pugin, landing at Lape oe car 
lust,” was loyed by Graham on “olbooth 
Of which the later wis architec, aed ther the Seed 
original tower and spire were the work of Pugin? The 
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whole conception and detail bear evidence of the master 
hand and give support to rumour: but by what freak of 
imagination did Pugin use his Edinburgh friend's name a5 
1 nom-de-plume, and what bearing does this have on the 
“Jegend * referred to? 

J. A. Wiettamson [4]. 


COMPETITIONS. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, 17 April 1924. 
To the Editor, Jovaxat R.LB.A., 
‘Sim,—With reference to the work requested to be done 
Eunitsts epbeitting plane in competion for proposed 
buildings and the recommendations in the R.LB.A. 
Kalendar relating to same, the following is Clause 4 
“4. The number, scale, and method of finishing of the 
required drawings ‘shall ‘be distinctly set forth. ‘The 
drawings shall not be more in number or to a larger scale 
than necessary clearly to explain the design, and such 
drawings shall be uniform in si 








are desirable, they shall not be admitted.” 

In a recent competition the Assessor (a member of the 
Institute), for a work in value about £12,000 to £13,000, 
stipulated that the drawings were to be to a scale of 8 feet to 
the inch, and to comprise plans of each floor, two sections 
of the buildings, all elevations, a block plan. a perspective 
view, 2 report, particulars as’ to the construction of the 


sand an estimate of cost ; it only required quanti- 
ties to come within measurable distance of all the duties 
comprised in the work of an architect engaged upon a 


‘Some7s sets of plans were submitted, ‘The cost of these 
is dreadful to contemplate and of course far exceeding any 
commission that suas ‘be ultimately paid on the poe 
the perspectives ata moderate value woul 
SHE same cul ee 

May T suggest that Clause 4 be strengthened, and 
possibly, when the Assessor is a member of the Institute, 
‘that the conditions of a competition should, prior to issue, 
be, fisted before 2 Committee of the Institute to advise 

ith the object of easing such an unnecessary tax upon 
the profession ?—Yours traly, 

Wat. Listen Newcosme [F.J. 


SICKNESS CLAUSES IN AGREEMENTS. 


‘Sheng, 27 Marsh gat. 
To the Editor, Jouwsas. RBA. 17 Moh 194 
Dean Sin,—I feel it my duty to write and warm any 
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In China smallpox rages every year and itis impossible 
to take a short waik in the busy streets of this town with- 
fut seeing dozens of pock-marked people. 

‘A few of the complaints myself and wife have suffered 
from in less than twelve months are Singapore exr (caused 
through bathing in tropical waters), colic, typhoid fever, 
polypus (contracted from laundered articles), and now my 
Wife is down with smallpox. Neither of us while in 
England had ever to consult a doctor, except to be 
vaccinated preparatory to coming our here. 

T innocently signed my agreement without a sickness 
‘luuie being inserted ; result—I am struggling with 
doctor's and hospital fees (which are very high in the East) 
and am much poorer now than when I left England, 
despite the much bigger salary [ have received. 

Tnaddition to these fees, recuperating sea trips are abso- 
Juely essential in some cases and although travelling fares 
were paid for my trip following typhoid, I found that the 
neceaary hotel and incidental expenses were enormous, 
to that recuperating expenses should be included in the 
Sickness clauses of the agreements. 

“The RL.B.A. insists on its practising members adhering 
ro seale of fees and certain ethics, and bas its laws for gov~ 
Cmning competitions, and such like dignities. It could doa 

‘ding good for its poor struggling members who 
fre only assistants (tho, after all, are in the majority) by 
faising the dignity of their lot too, and although this may 
be a difficult problem at home it would be a simple one 
“abroad, for the Associateship carries a great deal of kudos 
here. 

‘Employers realising this insist in almost every case that 
the men they have sent out from home are Associates, and 
generally find them through the medium of the Institute 
and its JOURNAL. 

"Phe institute can therefore make protective demands on 
these employersin the shape of a model form of agreement, 
‘which would embrace all clauses such as terms of service 
In unhealthy countries, minimum salaries, sickness ex- 
penses, ete. ‘ 

Ta fact, with employment being so bad at home and 
men thus more inclined to go abroad, I think the whole 
Question should receive the serious consideration of the 
Tnstitute—Yours faithfully, 


















Bricir Fraser [4]. 


MODELS OF OLD BUILDINGS. 
3570 St. Jumes's Court, S.W.t, 4 May 1924. 
To the Editor, JouRNAL RL-B.A.— 

‘Dean Sin—I am compiling a short descriptive cata 
logue of the models of old buildings that I have unearthed 
Hlaring the last three years, for the simple reason that 
Tam constantly being asked where they are and how they 
ean be seen. / ie 

"As a great many of the models are in the provincial as 
well as the London museums, the information would be 
Interesting to English sightseers as well as to foreigners. 
‘Although T have, I hope, a fairly comprehensive list, there 
‘are no doubt existing models of which I have no know- 


ledge. 
T should be most grateful to anyone possessing models, 
‘or information regarding them, if they would commu- 


nicate with me at the above address. I am, of courte, 

including models of outstanding interest of modern con= 
struction, so us to illustrate the comparative aspect. 

‘Yours faithfully, 

Constance Haren. 





ARCHITECTURE AT THE ROYAL ACADEMY, 
ree! 

‘The most startling thing in the Architectural Room 
at the Royal Academy this year is the sive and space 
taken up by three very finely executed models of 
war memorials designed by Sir R. Blomfield, Sir John 
Burnet and Mr. A. Baker. ‘Though small drawings are 
hhung as it were round the bases of these monuments, 80 
Raining an addition to the usual hanging space, the gencral 
effect on the already tiny room is not improved. ‘The 
models interfere with the time-honoured of the 
Architectural Room and, in addition, it is difficult to get 
a good view of the works owing to the narrowness of the 
passage round the walls, Of the 195 exhibits 64 are 
devoted to church and memorial subjects, 35 to domestic 
work, and 40 to work of commercial nature, the re- 
mainder being, in the main, of a hospital or scholastic 
character, Mr. Farey, as usual, dominates the room, 
= ete Resere er rope eal than ever, Mr, 

falcot is represented by a single drawing. Among 
unclassified subjects Sir E. Lutyens pic i a pda 
dream study, which might have been made by « pupil of 
Wren. The scale of that time, the ling of the 
grder are there, with more than a hint of the grest 

oe 

Mss Falcone, Baker and Campbell iuatate 

iriously inspit Mg in ir prog Masoni 
init sie le idee cues 
Se es, ee eee 
ele, ou of sale with ll that surrounds it? a 

1 yt work precedence mij be given 

‘Messrs. Walter Brierly and a pha fee 
Durham School. Early English in manner, severe and 
strong, set on the top of a hill, Mr, Scott's new church at 
Ampleforth shows his usual vigour, a vigour in this case 
‘only just restrained, ‘The mass of Mr. Maufe’s buildings 
agate te mga, nin 
be impressive, and Mr. Atkinson’s drawing of his church 
at Hammersmith is delightful. 

Commercial work seems to be alone in that the blight 
of war seems to have left it unscathed, and architects 
lucky enough to be in touch with this class of building 
still seem literally to have money to burn, Unfortunately, 
we do not apparently improve the use we make of Port. 
eas ‘stone, bronze and the expensive trappings of our 

‘Messrs. Gibson and Gordon's new premises in Oxford 
‘Street is very satisfactory in its general prox : - 
ae Se Rea Bein Moun Hace 

a 
Mr. Walter Cave be the Haymarket. There is Lhe 
teresting sketch of Mr. Baker's new Bank of England and 
of a Sir John Soane inspired Record Office, also for the 
Bank, by Mr. Troup ; a very monumental set of colliery 
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offices by Mr. Scott, and among the smaller works a great 
improvement of the ordinary smull town barking estab- 
Tishment by Mr. Maufe. 

Among schools must first be noticed a very modemn- 
Tooking school at Addington, by Sir Aston Webb and 
‘Maurice Webb, with its long, quiet,if a little heavy-looking 
lines. Messrs. Farey and Dawbarn are to be congratu= 
lated on their excellent winning design for Raffles 
College, Singapore, and Messrs. Adams, Holden and 
Parsons are happy in their hospitals. Messrs. Nicholas 
and Dixon Spain show a large perspective of their success 
ful Kasr-el-Aini State Hospital at Cairo; this seems 
still in the competition stage and so far rather lacks the 
distinction of treatment one associates with this firm, 

‘Turning to the domestic work, there is none of the 
uusual Lutyens houses, though the influence is often seen 
in other work. ‘The proposed house by Messrs. Lowry 
and Woodhouse seems very satisfactory, asitis 
bby a charming drawing, as is the ‘ [vores ” at Cowfold, 
by Messrs. Brierly and Rutherford. 

‘While most people have to be content with the building 
of very small houses, Sir Edwin Lutyens indulges in a 
castle. A castle in general shape medixval, modern, 
nevertheless, in its: great battered mass of granite wall 
and nicely. shaped Elizabethan windows of all sizes ; 
ancient in its gargoyles ; modern in its sweep of level, 
unbattlemented parapet. 

On the whole, just an average year with the promise of 
‘ordinary work well done, season for the production of vin 
“ordinaire, not a vintage Tn these days of wished-for 
‘union and of the increasing prominence at the R.LLB.A, of 
local societies, surely it is not as it should be that only 
four firms of architects outside of the London district 
have taken the trouble to be represented on the walls of 
Burlington House. 

THE ‘TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE 
CONFERENCE AT WEMBLEY, 

‘A most interesting conference was held at Wembley 
on 5, 6 and 7 May, under the suspices of the Town 
Planning Institute. ‘The exhibition of plans and models 
collected together was quite one of the best and most 
attractive of recent years, the central feature being formed 
bby the large-scale model of a portion of the new Delhi, 
showing the great processional way and the new Secre- 
tariat and Government House, 

"The conference was inaugurated by a visit from the 
Rt. Hon. J. Wheatley, M.P., as Minister of Health, and 
in the afternoon, under the chairmanship of Sir Joseph 
Cools, High Commissioner for Australia, Papers were read 
‘on various phases of town planning’ in the overseas 
Dorninions. 


Mr, H. V, Lanchester [F.] dealt with Town Planning in 
India, and emphasised the divergencies between Eastern 
and Western ideals of town development. He pointed 
‘out that in many cases the irrigation and cultivation of 
land was effected by a tank or series of tanks e ig 10 
lower and yet lower levels, and that on this primitive 
‘basis of cultivation many of the Indian towns had grown 

veloped. 

In the larger cities of India, European ideals had largely 
predominated, and the housing problem was even more 
Acute than in this country, 
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‘Mr, Adams's Paper on “Town Planning in Canada" 
was in his absence read by Mr. Longstreth ‘Thompson, 
Canada has an active Town Planning Institute, and some 
progress has been made in the development of university 
feaching of town planning. Town planning in the main 
is left to the care of provinces and towns, and the chicf 
responsibility for passing laws and giving effect to schemes 
has always in Canada been a matter for provincial and 
municipal and not for federal jurisdiction. 

Mr. W. R. Davidge contributed a Paper on Town 
Planning in Australia and New Zealand,” and pointed out 
that in these dominions, probably better than anywhere 
else, could be seen the actual effect of town planning on 
a very large scale. Unfortunately, however, many of the 
fine ideals of the early founders of Australian cities had 
been displaced in recent years. Not only. the city of 
Adelaide, but many of the towns of New Zealand were 
originally surrounded with a belt of open park lands, 
In the discussion which followed, Sir Joseph. Cook and 
other speakers pointed out the immense amount of good 
work which was being done owing to the influence of the 
‘Town Planning Association, under the leadership of Mr, 
John Sulman [F7] and others. 

se'Turbull’valable Pape on Regal Pnaise 
man Turn le Papers on "* Regional Planning” 
by Professor Abercrombie and Mr. G. L. Pepler were 
discussed. It is clearly evident that regional planning is 
an essential preliminary to town planning, and this is 
becoming widely appreciated by local authorities in all 
parts of the country. 

‘The afternoon session was devoted to Papers dealing 
largely with the legal point of view, on ‘Town Planning 
Schemes for Large Cities * by the ‘Town Clerk of Bir- 
mingham, and “Schemes for Small Towns " by Mr. 
C.J. F. Atkinson, the Clerk to the Otley Council. 

‘The session on Wednesday included a Paper by Mr. 
Raymond Unwin [F.] on * Distribution," and by. Pro- 
fessor Adshead (F.] on “ City Design.” As Mr. Unwis 
well said, “Tt is becoming more and more evident that, 
apart from some method for dealing adequately with the 
problem of distribution, a great deal of what we call 
town planning, many city improvements, and much that 
is done to ameliorate otir traffic difficulties will prove to 
be no real remedics."” 

‘The questions of finance, compensation and_better- 
ment, however, lie at the root of many of our difficulties, 
Some control must also be exercised over elevations of 
buildings, and, as Professor Adshead pointed out, even 
powerful authorities like the London County Council 
could not control the elevations of Kingsway in its 
entirety. 

‘The afternoon session, under the chairmanship of Sic 
Henry Maybury, was devoted to the discussion of Papers 
‘on “Planning Main Roads" by Mr. J. A. Brodie, and 
* Planning Estate Roads ” by Mr. 'P. Alwyn Lloyd [FJ], 
both of which dealt with the subject in a mastery 

A very successful conference was brought to a fitting 
termination by the Anniversary Dinner of the Town 
Planning Institute at the Savoy Hotel on 7 May, when 
Mr. Neville Chamberlain, M.P., was the guest of th: 
evening, 
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SIR ASTON WEBB IN A MOTOR CAR 
ACCIDENT. 

Ie was with very sincere regret that members of the 
Institute readin last Monday's papers that Sir Anion 
Webb, the President of the Royal Academy, had been 
seriously injured in a motor ear accident when return- 

home from the Royal Academy banquet on Satur- 
night. In the car with Sir Aston were Sir Luke 
des RA., who was also. seriously injured, Sir 
illiam Liewellyn, R,A.,and Mr. Melton Fisher, whose 
injuries were not of a serious character. (Sir William 
llyn’s admirable presidential portrait of Mr. 
Henry 1, Hare on the walls of the Institute will be 
xgenerally remembered.) 

Itis satisfactory to know that Sir Aston Webb and 
Sir Luke Fildes are reported by the doctors to be pro- 
sgressing as favourably as can be expected in the circum 
stances, and that there have been no complications. 
‘The sympathy of every member of the Institute is with 
Sir Aston Webb jin the unfortunate occurrence, and 
sincere hope was expressed for his speedy restoration to 
health by speakers at the Annual General Meeting and 
at the Annual Dinner of the Institute held this week, 


‘THE WREN SOCIETY. 

Mr. H. Duncan Hendry [4.], of 43 Doughty Street, 
W.C,, has been appointed Honorary Secretary of the 
Wren Society in the place of the late Mr. W. Henry 
Ward, who had rendered great services in 


organising the Society. 2 

The first publication of the Society will appear this 
year and will consist of thiry plates from the All Souls 
Collection of Wren Drawings dealing with St. Paul's 
‘Cathedral. 

EXHIBITION OF ARCHITECTURE, WEMBLEY. 
the Royal Institute of British Architects and the Architec- 
ture Club will be held in the short period Exhibition Gal- 
leries of the Palace of Art, British Empire Exhibition, 
Wembley, from 26 May to 5 July 1924. 

‘The exhibition will be opened by Lord Crawford at 
3 p.m. on Monday, 26 May, 

Fitere will be & Press view on Saturday, 24 May, at 

m. 
3 Fite exhibition will consist of photographs and models 
of the recent work of living architects in Great Britain and 
Ireland, India and the Dominions, 

LONDON STREET ARCHITECTURE MEDAL. 

“ihe Jury appointed by the Royal Insitute of British 
Architects to award a oe ieted a who Vd 
designed the best street comy fut 

iareas within a radon of four alles fron Charing Cross 
Ran just completed its task. 

After ful examination of drawings and photographs 
of all the buildings which were nominated for the honour 
the Jury has given its award in favour of “ The Shepherd's 
Bush Pavilion,” designed by Mr. Frank Verity, F R-LBA., 
of 7 Sackville Street, London, W. 
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PROPOSALS AGREED BETWEEN THE COUNCIL, 

OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHI- 

TECTS AND THE COUNCIL OF THE SOCIETY 

OF ARCHITECTS FOR ‘THE AMALGAMATION: 
OF THE TWO BODIES. 

‘The following members of the Allied Societies’ Con- 
ference, who were unable to append their names to the 
letter sent out before Easter to members of the R.LLB.A. 
‘and signed by the Members of the Council and by mem= 
bers of the Allied Societies! Conference, have informed 
the Secretary of the Royal Institute that they desire to 
support the Council's proposals — 

J. Leianron Founscns, President, Devon and Exeter 
Architectural Society. 

G. D, Ouivex, Chairman, Cumberland Branch, Northern 
Architectural Association. 

D.W.Ga.toway, President, Dundee Institute of Architects, 

T. Auwrx Lioyo, Chairman, Central Branch, South 
Wales Institute of Architects, 

W.-S. Porctox, Past Chairman, Central Branch, South 
‘Wales Institute of Architects, 

C. F. Wano, Vice-President, South Wales Institute of 
Architects, and Chairman, Eastern Branch. 

Frank S. Swasit, Vice-Chairman, Eastern Branch, South 
‘Wales Institute of Architects, 

G. Vincent Evaxs, Chairman, Northern Branch, South 
‘Wales Institute of Architects, 


Proposars oF R.1.B.A. Counci axp LicentiaTss. 

At a meeting of the Committee of the Association of 
Licentiates R.1.B.A., it _was unanimously resolved that 
the support of the Association be given to the Councils of 
the Royal Institute and the Society in their effort to con~ 
solidate the profession by amalgamation; and that all 
‘Members of the Association be urged to forward the 
scheme by all means in their power, 

‘The Chairman, having read a number of letters received 
from Members in many parts of the country, said it did not 
scern to him necessary to say very much at the present 
‘moment, since it was perfectly clear that, as far as Licen- 
tates were |, they recognised the importance of 
the fact that the two Councils of the Institute snd the 
Society had arrived at the paint at which to put proposals 
before the whole profession with unanimity sand they felt 
that even if ‘might criticise details, no good purpose 
would, or could, be served by doing s0, when and while 
the question at stake was one of principle and not of detail, 

Af, as be sincerely hoped, the scheme was accepted on. 
the broad tines set out, no ‘doubt all parties would have 
every opportunity for making suggestions on the deta 
Sorbingof tha srkeme, end be hndine beckstios fares 
ate eae Besse Sn ase peg shatic * Yes "* 

answer to the question put il to 
nee pt by the Council to the 

To secure the representation of the profession 
reat Inetitute isan ideal we have always honed Co wee 
realised, and we desire most earnestly to appeal to mem= 
‘bers to support the Councils’ scheme in every way in their 


power. 
‘With this quotation from the letter signed by all the 
Presidents of the R.1.B.A. the femtenfints. 

t close his remarks, 
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VISIT OF ARCHITECTURAL STUDENTS ‘TO 
MESSRS JOHN BARKER & CO.’S STORE. 
May 1924. 

At the invitation of Messrs. John Barker & Co., Ltd., 
the R.LB,A. arranged for a visit, on the 3rd instant, of 
architectural students (55 in all)'to the new, Store now 
‘being eteoted in Kensington High Street. 

Mr. H, L., Cabuche, the architect to the Company, 
introduced the students to Sir Sydney Skinner, Chairman, 
of Messrs, John Barker & Co., Ltd., Sir John’ Anderson, 
Chairman of Messrs. P. & W, Anderton (the contractors), 
and Mr, Steinberg, Director of Messrs, ‘The Considere 
Constructions Co. 

Sir Sydney welcomed the students and explained the 
developments of the Company during recent years und the 
necessity for the expansion of the business, He also 
interested the students by briefly outlining his views on 
the lay-out of the new Stores and the various methods by 
which it would be connected through subways to the 
different branches. and to the Dock and Administrative 
quarters. He explained that his original intention was to 
hhave erected a larger store by absorbing No. ¢ Palace 
Green, but the authorities felt that it was necessary to 
retain this building, as it was a specimen of the late Mr. 
Philip Webb's work, but it was doubtful whether this was 
fright course to adopt, and although suggestions were 
made that a certain portion of the site of No. 1 Palace 
Green could be laid out as a garden to beautify the 
appearance of the new building, the Crown refused per- 
mission for the pulling down ; therefore the present store, 
whilst being a very excellent one, was somewhat curtailed 
as compared with his original ideas, Sir Sydney said 
they had asked Sir Reginald Blomfield to design the 
exterior and to cillaborate with Mr. Cabuche, who is 
responsible for the planning, construction 1! 
interior of the premises, and Sir Sydney said they felt 
that Sir Reginald had given them a magnificent exterior, 
find one which would be a credit to the Royal Borough 
‘of Kensington. 

Mr. Cabuche then addressed the students on the con- 
‘struction of the building and the work which they were 
to inspect. 

‘Votes of thanks were passed to Sir Sydney Skinner and 
to Mr, Cabuche and the other gentlemen who had given 
up their Saturday afternoon with a view to being, of 
sisistance to the students, 

















KING'S COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE, COMPETITION 


‘The Council of the Royal Institute of British Architects 
have had their attention called to thesrecent correspond~ 
fence in the professional press on the subject of the 
Collegiate Bulldings Competition for. King’s College, 
Cambridge. At the request of the Council the matter 
was investigated by a Committec which submitted the 
following report ;— 

* "We have made a careful examination of the Instruc- 
tions issued to the Competitors in this competition, and 

so the correspondence and comments which ‘have 
red in the Press regarding the successful design, 

‘We have also interviewed Messrs. Budden & Rowse, 

the winners of the Competition, Messrs. ‘Tuit & Rees, 
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the writers (with Mr. Gordon Holt) of the letter which 
Was the subject of the complaint, and Mr. Lovett Gill, 
the Assessor, 

“Te should be observed, firstly, that the Competition 
‘was a small private limited competition, and ax such did 
not come under the Regulations of the R.LB.A., and, in 
point of fact, was not in accordance with those Regula 
tions ; secondly, that so fur as the cost, planning, and 
style of the proposed building were concerned, certain 
‘suggestions only were made in the "Instructions " 
issued to the Competitors, but emphatically there were 
no binding conditions, and, thirdly, the Award, having 
been made by the Assessor, was confirmed by the Buil 
ing Committee and the ‘Governing Body of Kin; 


College. 

“We are of opinion, firstly, that the Assessor was 
ferfectly justified in the Award which he made, and that 

lessrs, Budden & Rowse won the competition by 
perfectly fair means and without violating any" Con- 
ditions.” ; secondly, that the letter by Messrs. 
‘Tait, Holt & Rees was unfair comment in that it charged 
Mesirs, Budden & Rowse with violating " Conditions,” 
‘and further it indicated that they had won the Compe 
by unfair means, and as a result other letters appeared in 
the Press which, in the main, accepted the statements. of 
Messrs, Tait, Holt & Rees as the truth and thirdly, that 
Messrs. Budden & Rowse have suffered professional 
injury as a result of the letters published in the Press— 
particularly as a result of that signed by Messrs. ‘Tait, 
Holt & Rees. 

“We, therefore, recommend the Council to call upon 
Messrs. Tait & Rees to issue a statement in the Public 
Press withdrawing the offending letter and apologising 
to, Messrs. Budden & Rowse."* 

‘This report was approved by the Council of the 
R.LB.A, on 3 March 1924. 

At the request of the Council, Mr. Thos. S. 
ARLBA., and Mr. Verner O. Rees, ARLBA., have 
written the following letter, and Mr. Gordon HI. G. 
Holt has asked to be allowed to associate himself wi 


it— 




















Kixo’s Cottxor Comperrrioy, Canumupoe, 


With reference to our letter which was published in 
the ‘Technical. Press in November last regarding the 
above Competition, we are informed that the successful 
architects, Messrs. Rowse and Budden, have been pre~ 
judicially affected by the statements contained therein, 

(On reflection we frankly admit that the assertion that 
the winners had violated any of the conditions was wrong, 
and that the inference contained in the letter that Messrs 
Rouse and Budden had won the Competition by these 
‘means Was entirely unjustified, 

We sincerely regret that our action has prejudicially 
affected Messrs, Rowse and Budden, thereby causing 
them to suffer damage, and we ask them here and now 
10 aceept our very sincere apolony. 

Yours faithfully, 
, (Signed) "Taos, 8. Tarr. 
April 4, 1924 » VW. O. Rees, 








-— 
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Allied Societies 


At the Annual Meeting of the Devon and Exeter Archi- 
tectural Society the members present included Mr. Percy 
Morris, the Retiring President, Messrs. W. J. M. Thoma- 
son, J. Bennett, LF. Tonar, A. 8. Parker, J. Challice, 
A.G, Bewes, J. R. Millman, ete, 


Appress or THE RerminG PaestDesr, 
‘Mr. Percy Morr, in the course of his address, said : 
‘When the history’ of recent years is seen it its proper 

perspective, it will be noted, I think, as a curious paradox, 

that ata time when upwards of a million of our population 
were unemployed, and the need of houses never more 
urgent, the activities of the building industry were cur- 
tailed. by lack of skilled operatives, whose mumbers had 

shrunk neatly 50 per cent. since 19) 

this remnant were frequently dissipated by intestine 

feuds. And the comparison will be made that in the four 

years following the war, France had restored 598,000 

houses and re-established the normal population of her 

liberated areas ; besides. building 20,000 factories, and 
bringing back to cultivation $8 per cent, of the acreage of 
her devastated regions. 

‘The work ahead of the country, if we succeed in breast 
ing present difficulties, is stupendous ; and although 1 do 
not doubt that the perseverance and resource inherent 
in our race will prove equal to any difficulties which may 
arise, as in time our common sense will overcome labour 
troubles ; yet we cannot shut our eyes to the fact thar there 
fare post-war elements of the situation which are inimical 
to rapid recovery and the establishment of lasting pros- 
perity. Among the most disconcerting features are the 
lamentable decay of craftsmanship, and general slovenli- 
ness of execution, which have become so marked since 
the volume of work increased. But another fact is clearly 
‘emerging: it is that low grading of wages does not neces 
sarily mean economical work, because in the present state 
Of the labour market a very high percentage of inefficients 
drifts to the low-graded districts. This is a serious ques 
tion for Devon, for there are few more costly forms of 
investment than inefficient building. 

‘Then there is the high price of materials. We know that 
there is control, and cases have been brought to. my 
notice, a8 also of charges by merchants considerably in 
‘excess of retail prices fixed by manufacturers. But when 
these cases are followed up one finds some flaw in the evi- 
dence which prevents them from being exposed. Itis these 
practices which keep alive that widespread feeling of mis- 
trust and suspicion which is hindering progress and it ia 
hypocrisy to blame labour for every ill whilst these things 
pass unchallenged, 

But apart from these difficulties Devon has her own 
‘special hindrances to recovery, due in part to her geo- 
graphical position—seagirt on the north and south, and 
approached by two long corridors from busier centres of 
Activity and the sources of industrial supply. In the past 
she was largely self-supporting, and from her seaboard de- 
rived her unique position in history ; but economic con- 






































DEVON AND EXETER ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETY, 


ditions have changed, and in the main she is an agricul- 

ity. Now, dircetly or indirectly, upon the 
ture largely depends the prosperity 
ilding industry. Agriculture appears to be 
inseparably linked with a nation’s welfare. France and 
America have both found that a thriving rural population 
is an element of stability in times of unrest, but it is one 
of the most frequently recurring tragedies of history that 
associated with the origin of great upheavals are often 
depressed state of agriculture and its attendant evil—a 
shifting population. 

Agriculture now is in the trough of depression, and 
those of you who, like myself, are especially interested in 
the prosperity of building in rural areas know too well that 
the present conditions in the towns are accentuated in 
country districts, and in the remoter parts of the county 
the difficulty of getting building work carried out increases 
daily. We cannot, therefore, view without grave concern 
the gradual crumbling of an industry which for centuries 
has upheld a reputation for thoroughness ; and has been 
characterised by resourcefulness, which has won our ad- 
miration and respect. It is not the mere passing of an 
industry that we deplore—it is here that tradition lingers, 
waiting as it were in vain for the forging of some link 
which will preserve continuity with the past and keep the 
chain unbroken for the guardianship of a happier future. 

But if the furure is to. bring better conditions, it can 
only be by determined effort to organise upon lines better 
fitted to meet modem needs, and by a retum to sound 
‘craftsmanship under capable direction, Reconstruction 
‘must be on lines differing in many respects froth those 
suited to towns, and they must be more elastic : there can 

id line between different trades which 
Inter-trades union jealousy fosters, and some simple but 
reasoned sys.em of estimating prices must replace the 
present guesswork. Method in setting out and handling 
‘work must also be brought to bear in eliminating the 
‘wasteful process of trial and error one so frequently meets 
with. 

Co-operative effort, in the direction of depots for the 
supply of materials and their transpore, would save inter= 
‘mediate profits ands worthy of consideration. As develo 
‘ments on this basis, well-equipped workshops for making 
joinery would economise labour and avoid duplicating 
plant and power ;and plumbing, fitting and smith’s work, 
nan conty teins nthe country, might be undertaken 

, jointly employed, for whom whole-tim 
would be available. asin 

“There is the risk that such « scheme might create mono- 
poly ina district, but it should not be impossible to devise 
safeguards, ‘The disease, however, lier much deeper than 
‘we have probed and cannot be cured by treating the symp- 
toms. Moreover, the scarcity of houses and lodgings makes 
Sznplcation for which satisfactory remedies are vital to 

he issue. We are inevitably thrust back upon the depres 
sion of agriculture, and, beyond this, the root causes ofits 
decay, which lie outside our purview. 
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‘There remain two fundamental problems. ‘The first 
‘the man and his equipment for his work ; the second, the 
means by which he is to be retained in country districts, 
So far as the man is concerned, there can be little doubt 
that the right type is one born and reared in the country ; 
and the equipment he needs is education. By education in 
this sense [ mean, firstly, a sound groundwork to build 
upon and the knowledge of how to learn, s0 that education 
can be continued in after life if there is ambition. And— 
‘equally important—the formation and moulding of char- 
acter, and the art of rational amusement in times of leisure. 
Secondly, a return to apprenticeship under proper safe- 
‘guards, and, the complement of this, a course of technical 
training. ‘Technical schools are invaluable, but they have 
their limitations, and, alone, will never turn out & com- 
pletely equipped craftsman for the work we are consider- 
ing, ‘There is scope for the right type of man to rise com~ 
paratively early in life, after passing through the ranks of 
apprentice and journeyman, to the position of a master 
‘craftsman ; whereas most of his confréres in the towns will 
remain journeymen all their days, 

‘The second problem is more difficult, but the first step 
is to bring within reach of rural districts more of those 
facilities for education and training which are available in 
the towns ; but giving them a different bias, And it is per- 
missible to inquire whether the solution of the rural 
school difficulty will not ultimately be found in the provi~ 
sion of central schools accessible from the remoter dis- 
tricts. These would permit better staffing and equipment 
and special training for older children ; besides fostering 
<sprit de corps and wider outlook, In Virginia such a 
‘system is being rapidly developed, and larger buildings 
‘serving an area of about ten-mile radius, each with its 
fleet of motor charabancs, are ssid to be found in practice 
more economical and better than the multiplication of 
‘small schools. 

No county produces better raw material than Devons 
and it is om the spot, but she eannot afford continually to 
‘export it for manufacture, with the knowledge tha 
fulness in after life is lost to her. She needs the vision 
and the energy of some of her younger men for het own 
Feconstruction, and the soundest investment she can make 
ita far-seeing development of education, 

_ Rural conditions are changing daily; the amenities of 
life are becoming more widespread and the social condition 
of the worker is improving. But if rural industries are to be 
revived public interest must be awakened, and a ease must 
bbe established for their preservation because they are vital 
to national welfare. As a nation we have to provide for the 
dual needs of industry and agriculture, and they ought not 
to be mutually destructive, In this direction the machinery 
‘of government appears to need differential gear ; and pos- 
sibly under some scheme of devolution, with’ adequate 
‘so-ordinating influence to protect national interests and 
guard against reaction, we might see two strong currents 
‘of constructive effort ; one of which would flow outwards 
from agricultural centres instead of flowing inwards from 
industrial areas. Let us face reality—it is disintegration or 
ennissance. 

‘But architecture, too, hus entered upon a phase which is 
Pregnant with possibilities. We recognise that new forces 












































ALLIED SOCIETIES 





487 


are stirring, and if in our Western remoteness the scintilla- 
tions of new planets revolving in the architectural system, 
sometimes in conjunction and frequently in opposition, are 
alittle dazeling to the eyes of those whose orbit lies outside 
the path of brilliant constellations, yet we detect beneath 
this friendly rivalry the same enthusiasm as we remember 
in bygone days ; but itis only when we compare the oppor- 
tunities of present-day students with those of our own 
time that we realise the width of the gulf which is being 


bridged. 

‘We therefore look forward with interest to the Inter- 
national Congress on Architectural Education to be held 
in London later in the year, and whether or not it is found 
that the training given in the Schools of Architecture re- 
quires supplementing in some directions and modifying 
in others, as would appear to be likely, Ido not think there 
‘ean-be any doubt that if those intellectual qualities which 
‘made architecture great in the past are to be recavered, it 
can only be by holding fast to ideals and raising our stan- 
dard of education, Already there are signs of new vitality 
notably in the treatment of mass, and in 2 welome re~ 
turn of restraint, due in part to the refining influence of 
the schools and in part to the compelling foree of adversity. 
And synchronising with the second symptom comes the 
public-spirited action of two great commercial companies, 
recently announced in the Press, which initiates the eti 

uette of advertising, and is a first step towards restoring 
amenities of our towns and countryside. 

Thave mentioned with some trepidation the preserva 
tion of ideals, because they have become so intimately 
associated with the 'isma" which ‘a bewildered 
world that one is a little nervous of infringing proprietary 
Fights. Mr, Chesterton tells us that idealism 
with the fifteenth century, but the Paston letters should 
remind us that, even then, behind the glamour lay reality. 
Another authority recently declared that the idealism of 
the Middle Ages was “sloppy folly." Let us keep our 
heads level. A world without idealism would be as barren 
as education stripped of culture ; and it is to the schools 
that we look for that steadying influetice which will anchor 
ideals in reality and keep alive that Greek conception of 
freedom which, as Professor Gilbert Murray points out, 
‘was neither anarchy nor blind obedience. 

‘Let us look forward to the time when a University of the 
South-West will have its School of Architecture ; and, 
beyond that, to the day when each school will have its post 
graduate course to keep alive our enthusiasm and our 
knowledge abreast of progress. And if, in these strenuous 
days, we sometimes remember the smoother running of 
our everyday life in the old times, let us also remember 
that The dogmas of the quiet past are inadequate to the 
stormy present. ‘The occasion is piled high with difficulty, 
find we must rise with the occasion, As our case is new, 
‘40 we must think anew and act anew.” Tt may be that we 
have reached the parting of the ways—the point where one 
road descends marking the path of all former civilisations ; 
the other continues to ascend and is untrodden, If we can 
reach ihat road, the achievements of Greece and Rome, 
built by "instruments of the higher intelligence,” but bY 
instruments denied freedom and the rights of citizenship, 
cannot compare with the potentialities of future ages whose 
destiny is now being moulded. 





























THE LIVERPOOL 
soc 

New Parspeyriat Bapat 

‘The President's badge has been made by Mr. ‘Tyson 
Smith, sculptor, of Liverpool. It is{silver gilt and 
consists of a draped and helmed figure of Athene, two 
inches high, holding in outstretched hands a figure of 
Victory on the one side and a symbol of architecture in 
the form of themonument of Lysicrates on the other side 
Surrounding the figure is a moulded band on which are 























inscribed the words " The 
Society, founded 1848, incorporated 1901.” This 
moulded band is enriched on the outer edge with a bead 
and reel ornament and on the inner edge with a pierced 
and fretted wave moulding symbolising the sea. Within 
this latter moulding, and serving the same purpose, ure 
two dolphins. ‘The figure of Athene stands on a pedestal 
to which the bund is joined on either side by a scroll 
‘This pedestal is enriched on the face by a relief of « lamp 
symbolising truth and learning and is finished below 
with a baluster motive. “The link for the ribbon is in a 
form to balance the pedestal and is enriched on the face 
with a relief of a Liver bird and supported at the sides by 
Conventional seahorses; the tap of the links finished by 
the same baluster motive as the bottom of the pedestal 


Liverpool Architectural 
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Obituary 


T. F. TICKNER [F] 

Mr. Tiickner, who was elected a Fellow of the Institute 
in 1997, carried on an extensive practice in Coventry and 
its neighbourhood. Amongst ‘his church work and 
restorations were St. Thomas’ Viearage, Longford ; the 
restoration of Exhali Parish Church (in' 188s); restora 
tion of Foleshill Parish Church (in 1880) ; St. Luke's 
Mission Church, Foleshill ; St. Chad's Mission, Upper 
Stoke; Wyken' Vicarage; restoration of St,” Mark's 
Church, Coventry: proposed new church of St. Mary 
Magdalen, Chapel Fields; and numerous church school 
buildings.’ He was responsible for the model Colliery 
Village at Binley, and designed many private houses, 
various factories and workshops in the district, Exhall 
Isolation Hospital, and the laying out of cemeteries with 
chapels at Coleshill, Walsgrave-on-Sowe and. Foleshill, 
the Coventry Infirmary and Nurses’ Home, etc, He also 
designed the building of a large number of hotels and 
inns in Coventry and the surrounding district. Mr. 
Tickner was a devoted antiquary and read various papers 
on Coventry Cathedral and other subjects of archmeo- 
logical interest connected with Coventry. 


























E. J. SHREWSBURY [4] 


Mr. Shrewsbury, who died recently at Maidenhead at 
the age of 72, was born at Hastings. "He was articled to 
‘Messrs. Charles Smith and Sons of Reading, and began 
practice at Maidenhead nearly half a cents 
‘was elected an Associate of the Institute in 1876. Among 
the many buildings he designed were 
Chambers, St. Paul's Church (High ‘Town Road), St. 
John's Church (Littlewick), St, Peter's Church (Purse 
the Maidenhead Cemetery Chapel, Maidenhead 
1 Institute, Maidenhead’ Working Men's Club 
{now St. Luke's Institute), Boyne Hill Institute (now 
Business premises), new offices for the Maidenhead Gas 
Company, new Board Room for the Maidenhead Union 
Guardians, additions to the Maidenhead Hospital, 
Gordon Road Elementary Schools, the Jubilee Clock 
Tower, etc., and many large and small private hovees 
and business premises 
Mr. Shrewsbury took a prominent part in public life 
at Reading, and was a devoted churchien. He was 
honorary secretary and treasurer of the Berks Federation 
of the English Church Union up to the time of his death, 
and was a prominent Freemason, 















































ARCHITECTS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY, 
‘The Annual General Meeting of Subscribers and 
Donors will be held in the Rooms of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, 9 Conduit Street, W., 
on Tuesday, 13 May 
‘The President of the Society, Mr. J. Alfred Gotch, 
AA., will take the chair at 5 p.m. 
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connection with s scheme that was being pushed forward. 
‘We must look at the position of affairs as they were a the 
Time, and not as they are in 1924. At tht time the whole 
ntitade was one of pushing the scheme forward as_ quickly 
ponte, “They were to get on and not be kept waiting 
for designs. He was to go on with the work; that was the 
tote he wine emyondeneA8 Fhe a 8 
‘ational movement. He was ya litle premature wit 

The bile of quantities except for the 24-houses. he atmos: 
phere was 2 he said to get of the matas soon a the gun was 
Fired, or some such sporting phrase. That wes not an unfair 
ambition, and it must be reeognived when considering. how 
ie got ahead and got ready in every way. The dificulty is 
that of pe plans on the one hand, and on the other hand 
figures quoted for seduction. In regard to the 24 houses he 
ins strong position because there they went to the point of 
Tenders being invited. When # somes to dealing with the 





10 May 1924 


balance, it is plain that the same considerations do not apply. 

Ihave got to do the best Team wth the face before mie 

have worked at the figures from various points of view, and. 

Ti hinke—the ealeulstion is ough and tay teat the cone 

clusion must be for £675. ‘Therefore I give judgment for 

the plaintiff for that amount, with costs, 

ss pay of ears wes plod ir mod gaael Buc 

Lordtip added thar the many syst be pid 

ie, Hots Grete moked sha he Coun should have 

the plane in repect of whieh judgment was vere 
‘Tonostur'® Yes, but yo will deal fairy with them. 

Mr, Howat Grecor: OF soure. 

‘The judge added that the (pee aa 

paid out and the balance could go direct to plaintif 

‘Mic Hotsuy Gnacony We shall have te borrow it, Tn 
cate we have to get sanction even for Li. 

lis Lamour Yeu 1 wonder sone of os survive, 





[This Report has been kindly contributed by Gurney G. Reapley, Barrister-at-Law.] 


Regulations* Governing the Promotion and Conduct of Architectural 
Competitions as Approved by the Royal Institute of British Architects 
and by-its Allied Societies, 


tis assumed that the object of the Promoter isto obtain 
the best design for the purpose in view, Where the Promoters 
{csire to achieve this end by means of a Competition experience 
Shows that this object may best be secured by conducting all 
Competitions upon the fines laid” down inthe following 
Regulations, which have been framed with a view to securing 
the best results to the Promoters with serupulbus fairness t0 
the competitors; = 
‘Members and Licentiate of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, Member of its Allied Societies and Members and 
Licentate ofthe Society of Architects do not compete except- 
ing under conditions based on these Regulations, 
‘Conditions of a Competition shall contain the following 
Regulations () to (F) as essential =— 
‘Ei "The nomination for every Competition of an Assessor 
‘or Assessors who shall be Architects of ecknowledged 
Standing to whom the whole of the designs shall be 


Submitted. 3 z 

(B) Exch design shall be ncesmpanied by a declaration, 
Signed by the competitor, or joint competitors, wating 
tit the design is Ris or their own personal work, and 
that the drawings have been prepared under his or 
their own supervision. A successful competitor must 
be prepared to satisfy the Assessor that heis the Bonafide 
author of the design he has submited. 

(© No Promoter of a Competition, and no Assessor engaged 
Upon it, nor any employee of either, shall compete 
OR ASSIST A COMPETITOR, oF act as Architect, oF joint 
‘Architect, for the proposed work. : 

(D) The premiuns shall be paid in wecordance with the 
‘Assesror’saorard, and the author of the design placed 
first hy the Asesior shall be employed to earry aut the 
trork, unless the Avsessor shall be satisfied that there 
isSome valid objection to such employment, in which 
Cathe nto ofthe dain paced fea i de of 
The award of the Assenor shall not be varied for any 
‘other reason, 

(It invtructions aze piven tothe autho of the design 
fcleceed by the Awessor 10 ‘within twelve 
Foonths from the date of the award, then he ‘shall 
Teceive payment for his services jn connection with the 
preparation of the Competition drawings of a sum equal 


STH Raguiaionn Fave been eppectid we stoped by 
she Socey of Architect, 




















10.4) pez cent. on the amount of the estima 
sted in the conditions tp to seiove, but if the ete 
‘oat of the work exceeds Jigojoa he shall be 
‘3 sum equal to 1) per cent. upon the First £30,008 
Fl I er cent upon any un eneo of ha arma 
fit premium shall be deducted from the sum 30 
paid. It the work is aulmequentiy proceeded with, 
{hs sum shal form part of bin ultimate commision: 
(#) The selected Architect having been appointed to cetry 
or the work tall be pid im tsoance wih the 
Scheale of Charges ssnttioned and published by 
Royal Institute of British Architects, and the premium 
Already pid shall be deemed to be payment orttecoust: 
acigitne Framoters of a ninded Competition snl 
ian inst Fre, appoint one or more professional Assesors, 
Architects of acknowledged standing. whose, appointment 
should be published in the orginal sdvevticements tel natnacs 
tons, ‘Theselecton of an Assessor oro re or more Aces 
foaci aca Jury should be made with the peste posible eee, 
ts the succesful result of the Compention wil depend soy 
Inraely upon thelr experience and ability. The’ nse er 
fumes of the Awenor or Arsessors should alwers apnear fe 
the conditions governing Competiton or in any adverseemee 
or other aynouneesent relat threes 
‘The unual KALBA, Seale of Charges for Asieuing Com- 
petitions isthe sum of Fifty Guinea plus one:hiah ne cont, 
{pon the estimated cowtof the propasc allding 
in the vent fre eon being mote he 
enuserston ‘mutual arengement het 
the Avseasors and the Promoters yee 
“the President of the Royal astute of British Architecta 
ne reed te honorary eder to Promoters 
hte duties of Atssors are ax follow :— 
(@) To. confer with and advise the Promoters on heir 
‘eaulrement anon the questions of cot and prema 
to be offered. i: croseeedh 


(0) ‘To draw up instructions for the guidance of eompet 
tad for the conduct of the Conpettion renee 

the whole of the clauses of these Regulations whack ane 

zope the paler Como 

Noles Iti esenal in drawing up the Tstrtions 

defniiy nich of the rondins mst he say shee 

tod ‘thich'of them are optional" *He Competiion, 



















































‘be made in the winning design by the successful 
‘Architect if so desired by the Promoters. 
3-—Competitions may be conducted in one of the following 
way 
(0 By niente ncing Arcee wine 9 compete 


the intended work to senc in designe. For Covt- 
prritions ron Pusic Woaks Tis METHOD 1 


mecoxraesor. eis 
© Byadyertsemenr, inviting Archiecr willing to compete 
Hehe intended work to wend in rhc names br a pen 
Gary with each other toformarion ne they roxy Sink 
eS epee ire 
Cacipegdon” Frucn these names the Promote with 
Recdnie ofthe Assan shall eect lonted amber 
fe compete, and cach competitor thon scleted shal 
feocive taped sum forthe pregaration of his dex, 
(o)By personel viotion to limited momber of selec 
rAclaiecs to ban ta s competion for the intended 
Mork ‘Buch Competitor shall restve 9 spesied sum 
he SP eared i sopson 
Nowe Where 4 deposit i suppiying 
sri sill Rectum the rset of nee 
the suid Instructions within four weeks of the date for sub- 
im designe. 
4—The number, sale, nd method of finishing of the 
sedured Seavinis shall be distinctly tet forth. "The Sravangs 
RAT pot he are tn umber orto = larger scale than neces 
Scary to explain the. Ges, and such cravings shall be 
teulbin tn cies, numer mode of colouring tnd mounting 
‘Aus general rule seal of 16 feet tot inch will be found 
‘tiicent for pans, sector, and elevations, orn the ce of 
Sarg large balidings;s rmaior sce might wuice. 
Cries the Ascuors advise thar perpectve drawings are 
desi, they shall ot be ada 
No design shall bear any motto or distinguishing ma 
bal es al be ssn bythe Frome rer 
ot ee 
6A design shall be excluded fcom « Compestion— 
{ihitt set a ater the petod snrocd arco ka mat 
cxeepied) : z 
tdi cot give neti the scommodation 
(6 Witexcead theft of ite ox shown onthe plan sued 
ty. she Pravoters; the gired. Cisensers on hich 
Sail be ‘edhered $01 
(2) tthe Auenors shall determine that its probable cost 
Will exceed by te per cent, the outlay Wanted fn the 
Taninctone. or the eximate of te rompetior should 
0 outlay be sate 
(e) ken of the Conditions ox Insructons other then thone 
of suggestive charserer are daresarded = 
() It's competitor stall Gecore Bs lentty 9 atempe 0 
Toftenee the Secon. 
FeAl designs and reports submitted in x Competition 
extcpt any eachaded under Claue 6; together mith = copy of 
the Asteon” Award, should te publicly cauhsted for st 
fence sx days. Due notice shall be ven to all compettors 


























COMPETITION REGULATIONS 


a 


40 


Of the date and place of such exhibition. Iris desirsble that 
cernpetoss should be furnished wah s copy of the Assessor? 


subastted in a Competition, except those 
of te dig sce be cared, sell be turned 
‘xrage paid to the competion, within fourteen Gave 

ss et ee Corpora 
= ceorere Coneceeet sects 
Body should have the Common Seal of that Body axed 





BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION, 
RBA. InremxarionaL Concness ox Anctrrecrurat, 





Epucarion. 
‘The Executive Committee have great pleasure in at 
‘nouncing that His Royal Highness the Duke of Connaught, 


become Patron of the Intemational Congress on Archi- 
tectural Education to be held in London from 28 July to 
1 August next. 

“The arrangements for the papers to be read and the 
cussions to be held during the Congress have been revised, 
and it has now been decided that papers shall be read on, 
the Past, Present and Future of Architectural Education 





circulated to members in due course. The Membership 
‘Ticket will be 10s. 6d. 


ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION ANNUAL 
BALL. 


brated in the Galleries of the RIB.A. at 9 Conduit 
‘Street on Friday, 16 May. ‘There will be dancing from 
9 pam. to § am., and fancy dress will be wor. Tickets, 
including refreshments, price £1 t8., may be obtained 
from F. R. Yerbury, R-A., 34 Bedford Square, W.C. 5 
Miss Bystrom, Anglo-Swedish Society, 10 Staple Inn, 
W.C.; and E. J. Haynes, R.LB.A., 9 Conduit Street, W, 

‘The ball will be given in aid of the fands of the Archi 
tects’ Benevolent Society. 





- (Cricket Marcu. 

‘The Architectural Association Cricket Club have 
tae match, to be played on 
the A.A. ground at Boreham Wood on Wednesday, 9 July. 
Mr. M.H. C. Doll [4.] has kindly consented to rosie 
team to represent the RLB.A., and would be glad to 
Beicwie te palvniaeaat Sameepeee 
5 F Dallcaddres's mieeee 
Bee wen 
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THE ANNUAL ELECTIONS. 
NEW NOMINATIONS TO COUNCIL AND 
STANDING COMMITTEES, 

“The following nominations have been made by members 
in accordance with By-law 32 — 

Ar President.—Cross, Alized William Stephens, M.A. 
F). 
(9 Vice Presents-—Flockton, Charles Burrows [F.] 
(Sheffield) ; Perks, Sydney, F.S.A. [F]; Searles-Wood, 
Herbert Duncan [F-). 

"As Members of Council —Chetwood, Henry John (F.] + 
Clarke, Max [F,] ; Collard, Allan Ovenden [F2] ; Cut 
William ‘Thomas’ (|; Fraser, Percival Maurice [F-] 
Gill, Charles Lovett [F.]; Gunton, Josiah [F.]; Hunt, 
Edward Arthur [FJ ; Hunt, William George [¥.] ; Joseph, 
Delissa (F.] ; Moore, Albert Walter [F.], Scott, William 
Gillbee [FJ Scott-Moncrieff, William Walter (F, 
Solomon, Digby Lewis [F.] ; Swan, James. Alfred [ 
(Birmingham) ; ‘Travers, Wilfrid Irwin [F.] ; Wills, Herbert 
Winkler [F.]. 

‘As Associate-Members of Councit.—Aahford, William 
Henry [4.] (Birmingham) ; Culliford, Leonard Arthur 
[4]; Heaven, Frank Henry [4.] (Glamorgan) ; Scott, 
John! Douglas [4]; Wellod, Arthur (4.1; Woodward, 

rank [4.}. 

‘As Members of the Practice Standing Committees 
Lovegrove, Gilbert Henry [F]; Niven, David Barclay 
[F. 




















Notices 


‘THE FOURTEENTH GENERAL MEETING. 
‘The Fourteenth General Meeting (Ordinary) of the 
Session 1923-1924 will be held on Monday, 19 May 

1924, at 8 p.m., for the following purposes : 

"To read the Minutes of the Annual’ General Meeting 
held on 5 May 1924 ; formally to udmit members attend 
ing for the first time since their election. 

"To read the following paper, ‘The Scheme for 
‘Thames Embankment after the Great Fire of London, 
by Mr. Sydney Perks (F], F.S.A. 

BUSINESS MEETING, 2 JUNE 1924. 

‘An clection of members wil take place at the Business 
General Meeting, + June. ‘The names and addresses of the 
candidates Grith the names of their proposers) found by the 
Council so be eligible and qualified for membership secording 
to the Charter and Bye-lawy and recommended by them for 
‘ection, are a5 follows — 

AS FELLOWS (13). 

Commune: Tamas Tatrotmo’ [4.1906]. King Edward 
Buildings, ‘Reading; FroomBeld, Wellington Avenue, 
Reading. Proposed by Harry Hutt, Edward Warren, 
W. Roland Howell. 

Gaunt’: Jonny Prten Diretx [A_ 1920). Bute Extare Chambers, 
YiGartle Street, Cardiff; ** Morningside,” Dynas Powis, 
Glam, - Proposed by Lennox Robertson and the Council, 

Kxarr-Fisuens Awrucn Brwono (4. a9r4], 133, Ebury 
Street, Westminster, SW1; 28. St. Mary Abbotts 
Terrace, W-t4.. Proposed by Charles Spooner, H. PG. 
Maule, Herbert Baker. 

Laxoatas Hime [4. so07], 14 Hoghton Street, South 

rt; 40 Balfour Road, Southport. Proposed by the 


Pounell. 
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Capra Samcr, Dovotas [A- 1913), Chief 
Archet to Municipality of Stagnpre, Sunt Sete: 
ments. Proposed by William M. Cowdell, Major P, 
Hubert Keys and the Council. 

Maniax : Hanoun las (4. 1911], 4, Simple Inn, Holborn, 
W.Ca; 7 Willifeld Way, Golders Green’ NW.t1, 

by T, M. Wilson, E. Guy Dawber, Hy PG: 


Gronor Anriun [4. 1909], 309 Regent Street, 

DuncEdin,” Castlebar’ Poik,” Baling Wong, 
Proposed by: Professor A. E, Richardson, Sir’ Banister 
Fletcher, Willis M. Wel 


‘Mravows = 




















Ricuauns: Fuancts Avoustus, sta. Oxon. [4. 1922], 60 
“Tufton Street, Westminster, SWt ; 55 Campden ‘Hill 
Square, Kensington, W.8. Proposed by Horace Farqubar- 


son, F. C. Eden, E. Stanley Hall. 

Sumrpann > Axriun Wiarast (4. s804], New County Hall, 
'S.E.1 ; 45 Brailsford Road, Tale Hill, SW.2. Proposed 
by the Council. 

Symon: ALEXANDER (4. 1990}, 16 Hart Street, Bloomsbury 
‘Square, W.C.1 ; 19 Church Crescent, Muswell Hill, N10, 
Proposed by W. Curtis Groen and the Council 

‘Tasken? ANoReW Kenn [4. 1997], Trinity Buildings, New 
Bridge Street, Neweastle-on-Tyne ; 23 Spring Terice, 
North Shields, Pre ‘by Thomas R. Milburn, 
Charles 8. Errington, W, Milburn, 

Wuaiasts | Frspnitex Biossr (1. 1891], 34 Henrietta Street, 
Covent Garden, W.Ca; 89 Drayton Gardens, South 
Kensington, S.W.10. Proposed by Alfred Cox, 
Banister Fletcher, Sir Aston Webb. 




















Sige ee ee mire 
Lincoln's Inn, W.C2 olmer Cottage, Marlow 
Common, Bucks. Pros by Ronald P. Jones, Sir 
Sooper arn ae 

AS ASSOCIATES (3). 
P oacin eet 
frie roti 





Toronto, Canada. Pro~ 
‘sir Edwin L, Lutyens and 


Mustmn: Doms [passed five years’ course at Liverpool 
University Schiol of Architecrore—exempted from Final 


EsSminaon offer paming Faarinaton in Profesional 
Proposed Ne Brefewet CEE Rally G. Av Homphreye 
[res hi Pra ae a x 


ck [Special Esamination), P.O, 
Set Fropoec hy tne Counc 





i 
hoe ; 
AS HON, CORRESPONDING MEMBERS (3) 

Bmunaunn: Cenoosarone Can a (Member of the 

jal Academy of Art, Copenhagen), Osterbrogadi 172, 
Eprentagen, Beerarl, Proposal UY the Geunels 7 
aren Pit Hanns, Christiania, Nowwsy. Proposed by 

Has ar conn Ovad Posies ce A cles OEE 
the Polytechnic School “of Norway. Architect ta 
Beglpem tid, Penden. Nirw Hep 

Saumur: Etiet, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 

S.A. "Propored by the Coun 
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ATTENDANCES AT COUNCIL AND STANDING 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS, 1923-24. 
Councn. (18 Meetings). 

President, J. Alfred Gotch, 17. Vice-Presidents, Major 
Harry Barnes, 15; Herbert T. Buckland, 11; E. Guy 
Dawber, 15; W. Curtis Green, 15. Past Presidents, 
John W. Simpson, 0; Paul Waterhouse, 1, Hon. 
‘Secretary, Arthur Keen, 18. 

‘Members of Council, Henry V. Ashley, 16; Robert 
Atkinson, 4; Sir John J. Burnet, 7; Walter Cave, 173 
*Sir Edwin Cooper, 1; Major H.C. Corlette, 17; Sir 
Banister Fletcher, 15; Henry M. Fletcher, 183 Gilbert 
Fraser, 7; John Keppie, 3; {Sir Edwin Lutyens, 3; 
‘Thomas R. Milburn, 11; G, Gilbert Scott, 33 Walter 
Tapper, 13; Sir A. Brumwell Thomas, 11; Percy E, 
‘Thomas, 12; Edward P. Warren, 16; *Maurice E, 
Webb, 8. 

Associate Members of Council, H. Chalton Bradshaw, 
47; G. C. Lawrence, 17; W. G. Newton, 10; Michael 
Waterhouse, 135 Herbert A. Welch, 153 Professor J. 
Hubert Worthington, 5. 

Representatives of Allied Societies, S. F. Harris (North- 
amptonshire), 3; Francis Jones (Manchester), 15; 
W. T. Jones (Northern), 7; James Lochhead (Glasgow), 
4; Etic Morley (Leeds), 3, W. S. Skinner (Bristol), 16; 
C!G. Soutar (Dundee), 43 Stephen Wilkinson (York), 3 ; 
R. G. Wilson, jun, (Aberdeen), 0. 
gebretentatice ofthe Arhieciral Associaton E, Stantey 

4s - 
SraNorve Conmirrrees. 

Art (8 nicetings) —Fellows = Professor S, D. Adshead, 

5 } WLR, Davidge, 1; H. P. Burke 

owning, +; E. Vincent Harris, 0; H. V. Lanchester, 3; 
F. Winton Newman, 7; Halsey Ricardo, 5; Professor 


























Fellones : M.S. Briges, 35 
‘Major H.C. Corlette, 7 ; H. B. Creswell, 1D. Theodore 
Fyfe, 3; J. Alfred Gotch, o; E, Stanley Hall, x ; Charles 
S. Spooner, 4; Arthur Stratton, 2; Walter Tapper, 25 
C. Harrison’ ‘Townsend, 4, Associater: H, Chaiton 
Bradshaw, 2; C. Cowles-Voysey, 4; George Drysdale, 1 
A. Trystan Edwards, 1; J. Alan Slater, 6; Professor J. 
Hubert Worthington, 1. Appointed by Council : Sic 
Banister Fletcher, 0 ; A. [1. Moberly, 4; Basil Oliver, 43 
C.E. Sayer, 7; W. Henry Ward (deceased), 5. 

‘Practice (9 meetings).—Fellows : Henry V. Ashley, 9 : 
Max Clarke, 8; G. ‘Topham Forrest, 0; G. Hastwell 
Grayson, 7; W. G. Hunt, 8 ; Francis Jones, 3; Arthur 


terature (7. meetings). 
































2G. Scott Cockrill, 17 
itt, 77 G. Leonard Elkington, 7; J. Douglas 
Scott, 9 ; Herbert A. Welch, 7; Charles Woodward, 9. 
Appointed by Council : W. H.Atkin-Berry, 93 Major 

Delissa Joseph, 7; Harry'Teather, 9; 


1 6. 


* Attendances reduced byilines, Absent in India, 
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Science (8 meetings) —Fellores :'T. P. Bennett, 
E. Vernon Crampton, 8; J. E. Dixon-Spain, 0; G. R 
Farrow, 7; Francis Hooper, 5; W. R. Jaggard, 
Alan E! Munby, 3; W. A. Pite, 4; Profestor R. Elsey 
Smith, 3; Raymond Unwin, 0; “Associates : R. J. Angel, 
2 Hope Bagenal, $; H.W. Burrows, 4; H. V; Milnes 
Emerson, 7; J. H. Markham, 3: Harvey R, Sayer, 7. 
Appointed by Council : Werbert ‘T, Buckland, x; ‘TF. 
Ford, 3; S. F. Harris, 0; A. W. Sheppard, 4} Digby L. 
Solomon, 7. 


RBA, VISIT TO KNOLE PARK, SEVENOAKS. 

By the kind pefmission of Lord Sackville a. visit 10 
Knole Park fas been arranged by the Art Standing 
Committee to take place on Saturday afternoon, 24 May. 
Members and Licentiates who wish to take’ part are 
requested to apply a8 carly as possible to the Secretary 
R.LB.A., 9 Conduit Street, Wat. 

ARCHITECTS AND PUBLIC HEALTH 
AUTHORITIES. 

Members and Licentiates of the R.I.B.A. who, in 
the course of their practices, have experienced unreason— 
table demands from the Public Health Authorities of the 
London Borouth Couneils—particularly in the interpre 
tation and carrying out of the L.C.C. By-Liws—are 
invited to communicate in confidence to the Secretary, 
stiving brief particulars of their cases. 


R.LBAA. VISIT TO.THE FLETTON BRICKYARDS, 
PETERBOROUGH. 

At the invitation of the directors of the London Brick 
Company and Forders, Lad., the Science Standing 
Committee has arranged ' visit to the Fletton Brickyards, 
Peterborough, to take place on Saturday, 31 May. 

"The party. will travel by the 10.10 am, train from 
King's Cross in a special saloon and arrive back in London 
at 7.10 pm. All arrangements in connection with the 
journey will be made by the London Brick Company, 
‘who will also provide luncheon at Peterborough. 

“Members and Licentiates who desire to take part in 

fare requested to make carly application to the 

RLB.A,, 9 Conduit Street, W.1. 

R.LBA. GENERAL MEETING. 

‘The General Meeting of the R.IB.A. which was to 
have taken place on agrd June has been cancelled. 

Tas MacAuister, Secretary RuB.A. 


Competitions 


Loxvox : Masosic Mesiontat. Bur.owsc. 

Assestors : (2) Sit Edwin Luryens, R.A, [J], appointed by 
the President. (a) Architect who is & Free Mason nominated: 
by the special Committee, Mr. Walter Cave [FJ]. (3) Grand 
Superintendent of Works, Mz. A. Burnett Hrown. Conditions 
not yet issued, 




































Kososron = Nonses’ How 
Apply to Mr. W. Taylor, Clerk, Union Offices, Kingston-on~ 
Thames. Mi E. Munby [F] sppointed Assessor. 
Conditions not yet issued. 
Minpussmsoven; Coxsrawrixe Tronics Cottear, 
Apply to Mr. Thos, Boyce, Director and Secretary, Edtica- 
tion Offices, Woodlands Road, Middlesbrough. Mr. Percy. 
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ives 
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‘Asesor, Conditions nat yet issued. 
‘Maxcitesren : Awe GALueny- 
Apniy to, the jerk, Town Hall, Manchester. Dr. 





Perey Worthington (F), Mt. Haul Waterhouse; F-S-A-(F) 

Profesor €. H. Reilly, O,B.E. [F],Amessors. Conditions 

see apnrved bythe Coipeiiony Commte, 

Dusoee ; New Apvadiesn, Scnoot, Buacexnss ROAD, 

(Lamia Yo architects in practi in Sound nd ern on 
puriness on their own account 

‘oly to Me johai. Wiha, Breutve Ofc Eucaion 
cfs, Burdess"Depout Zt ty Ching date, 25 June 
194, Mr jcentate], apposnted Amesoc. 
Conditions not yet. thy the Compeutions Committe. 

Gusoow : Punic Hala, 
Pd Cochrane Steet Sam "Ges, Syuly gee 
ane Street, Glagow, cafe, 
AiP'jthes Lecter! fe] Assenor, Conditions approved by 
the Compertionn Commits, 
Hannooare: Isriaiany Exrezaton, 

Apply to Me. Geo. Balanryne, Secretary, The Lifirmaty, 
ttnroptes Depots 2 Cloning dat, 30 et 
tone Mr. 8. Dy Kition, FSA. [}, eppaintea 
‘Condinions nok yet neue” 
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The Scheme for a Thames Embankment after 
the Great Fire of London 


BY SYDNEY PERKS [F|], F 
[Read before the Royal Institute of Britis 


N December 19191 had the honour to read a 
[ove before this Institute on the Town Plan- 

ning Schemes of 1666; and to-night T ask you 
to consider certain proposals with reference to 
the reconstruction of property on the north bank of 
the river. 

Please forgive me if I first remind you shortly 
of certain fucts and the generally accepted ideas om 
the subject, all of which you are no doubt as well 
acquainted with as Lam, 

Wren showed a wide quay on both his plans, the 
quay being wider and more important on his first 
plan, which provided for filling in Dowgate Dock. 
‘The proposal to make a quay has been referred to 
as an example of Wren’s great genius, but it was a 
fairly obvious idea ; Hooke proposed a quay, and 
also the abolition of all docks, so as to make a 
wide and uninterrupted thoroughfare from the 
Fleet to the Tower. Evelyn's second plan also 
shows a quay 89 feet wide, and the filling in of 
Dowgate Dock, so Wren must not get all the credit 

° 




















A. 

Architects on Monday, 19 May 1924.) 

for proposing a quay, presuming you consider it 
good idea, 

Tris well to note that a publ 
ment as shown on the plans of Evelyn and Hooke 
formed a thoroughfare by the river with no street 
immediately at the rear, but Wren's plan and the 
proposed quay according to the Acts of Parliament, 
which I deal with later, show a quay with a thor- 
oughfare only slightly’ further north: we have 
Thames Street, a direct line east and west, and the 
quayside, according to the Acts of 1667 and 1670, 
would not have been wanted 2s it was only a few 
yards farther south. 

In my previous paper 1 showed how Wren’s 
scheme for the rebuilding of London was rejected 
by the Privy Council in three days or less. 

‘Two Acts of Parliament were passed, and the 
stated a quay 40 feet wide was to he made 
shortly, the generally accepted view of to-day is 
that a magnificent quay 40 feet wide was made at 
public expense, the money being provided by the 





quay of embank- 
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coal dues; this quay has been compared with the 
present Thames Embankment, and it has been 
stated that the Corporation of the City of London, 
after paying for the quay with public funds, allowed 
people to build over public property until in about 
100 years it practically disappeared, and finally that 
the Corporation went to Parliament in 1821 and 
obtained an Act repealing certain sections of the 
old Acts. This Act of 1821 is usually referred to as 
an Act to“ whitewash ” the City, it being assumed 
the Members of the Corporation were so conscious 
of the scandal created by the misdeeds of their pre~ 
decessors. 

It is not a pretty story, and I am not surprised 
at the general opinion which I believe I have stated 
fairly above ; but, on the face of it, it is difficult to 
understand how such 2 scandal could have been 
allowed, the matter was obscure, and I think all of 
us haye a tendency, when we cannot understand 
anything, to cease investigation and blame some- 
body, taking the short cut of condemnation, which 
is always an easy road. 

T have doubted the story for years because T 
knew from a careful study of the records of the 
Corporation how just it was : in medieval times the 
justice was perhaps harsh, often humorous, the 
punishment being made to fit the crime, as when a 
poulterer offered for sale a putrid capon: he was 
promptly put in the pillory and the capon burnt 
under his nose. 

T doubted the story when I started to examine the 
wonderfull businesslike methods adopted for deal- 
ing with the catastrophe of the Great Fire. 

1 saw the cash-books, I saw the survey books, 
and I have dealt elsewhere with the machinery 
adopted.* I doubtif the method could be improved 
upon to-day : you may be interested to hear that 
shortly after the recent disaster in Japan, when 
after the earthquakes the cities of ‘Tokyo and 
Yokohama were practically destroyed by fire, the 
representatives in England of the Japanese Goyern- 
ment applied to our librarian at the Guildhall, 
and asked for a list of books showing how the City 
of London dealt with a similar catastrophe as far 
hack as 1666. It was indeed a great compliment 
hy one of the most thorough and practical empires 
of to-day. 

‘The first Act of Parliament that concerns us was 
passed in 1667 ; it was entitled “ An Act for Re- 
buiilding the City of London.” Sec. 35 states that 


* History of the Mansion House, Chap, vii. 
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no buildings were to be erected within 40 fect of 
the river, from the Tower to the Temple: also 
that no buildings were to be erected within 40 feet 
of the centre of the Fleet Ditch: Sec. 39 deals 
with the disposal of the cos! dues of 18.4 ton ; “in 
the first place” the money had to be paid to 
owners whose land was taken for enlarging streets 
and passages, and after they had been paid then 
the Residue ” was to be employed for the satis 
faction of “such Persons whose Grounds shall 
be employed” for making wharves or keys 
along the river front on both sides of Bride- 
well Dock, or Fleet Ditch, and also for 
erecting prisons. ‘The Bill was introduced on 
29 December 1666, and hecame an Act on 25 Feb- 
ruary 1667. It is doubtful if the coal dues could 
have been applied for actually constructing a wharf 
along the Thames frontage or the Fleet Ditch. 
‘Three years later an important Act with 84 sections 
was entitled ‘An Additional Act for the 
Rebuilding of the City of London, Uniting of 
Parishes, and Rebuilding of the Cathedral and 
Parochial Churches within the said City.” Many 
streets were to be enlarged and buildings restored. 
The portions of the Act which concern us for the 
moment commence with Sec. 39 : this states that 
three-quarters of the money raised between 1 May 
1670 and 24 June 1677 at the rate of 2s. a ton on 
coals was to be spent in rebuilding or restoring the 
Parish Churches : the fourth part or “' residue ” to 
be spent for land taken for “ inlarging of the 
streets, making of wharfs, keys, Publick Market 
Places,” and the money raised after the 24 June 
1677 shall be at the rate of 3s. ton, half being spent 
on the Churches and the other half for" the giving 
of satisfaction for Ground set out and imployed as 
aforesaid,” and such other public works mentioned 
in the Act. One quarter of the money allotted to 
City churches was to be given for the restoration of 
St. Paul’s Cathedral (Sec. 41). Sec. 45 deals with 
the Quay and the extent is given as from London 
Bridge to the Temple, but Sec. 45 varies consider 
ably the provisions in the former Act, for the ground 
along the river front is to remain the property of 
the proprietors, who must, however, mark their 
boundaries by " denter stones” in the payement : 
a plan had to be made of the whole extent of the 
quay, approved by the King, and set out before 
Midsummer 1670: and Sec. 46 emphasises the 
fact that the land was not to be purchased : for the 
proprietors were allowed to charge the public 
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who wished to unload any “ Goods or Merchan- 
dizes ” on their land, 
Sec. 48 provides that the cost of making Bridewell 
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the quay from London Bridge to the ‘Temple : this 
is very different from Sec. 39 of the Act of 1667, 
which section groups the quay improvements 


Frost 4 Cast Boox 1 Tie GuitouaLt Linnany 


Dock or the Fleet Ditch and erecting wharfs or 
keys on either side of the ditch shall be defrayed out 
of the Coal Dues: and shall " be born and first de- 
frayed . . . out of the fourth part” of the Dues, 
important to note that this does not include 





togettier, and gives no privilege to the Fleet Ditch 
improvements. 

‘Youwill notethat according to the Act of 1667 the 
quay was t extend from the Temple to the Tower ; 
but according to the Act of 1670 it wes not to extend 
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further east than London Bridge. It is suggested 

that during those years the quay was built from 

London Bridge to the Tower. I doubt it because 

there is no record of any work done, and the entry 

of February 1671 quoted below states that Wren 

reported on the chaotic conditions of affairs gener- 

ally along the river bank. 

Itis rather amusing to note with reference to the 

Act of 1667 the following entries — 

May 16: Paid Town Clerk for Sir Edward Turner, 
Speaker of the House of Commons 
£106 5 
Paid Sir Richard fforde Knt and Alder- 
man of London for his great services and 
painesin Parliament about the Additional 
bill for rebuilding the Citie of London 


150, 

Laake’s fis of 1667 shows by a dotted line the 
quay as proposed by the Acts of Parliament. 

Ogilby and Morgan’s Map of 1677 shows the 
open space which is marked New Key from the 
‘Tower westwards as far as Cole Harbor, but further 
west those words are not used, and the space is 
marked “ Wood Wharfe ” or “ Wharfe” as far as 
the Temple. 

‘The map by Lea and Glynne of 1690 shows a 
narrow footway; Pricke’s Map of 1667 does not 
show the 40-ft. quay. ‘The map by Morden and 
Lea of 1682 shows by an irregular line sites not 
built upon : in parts less than 4o feet. Overton’s 
Map of 1706 shows a narrow line next the river, 
west of London Bridge, and buildings divided into 
rectangular blocks. The map from Hattan’s 
New View of London, published in 1708, shows no 
4o-ft. quay. 

As the aboye maps vary so considerably I turned 
myattention to old views and showsome illustrations 
from the Crace Collection at the British Museum 
and from the Guildhall Library and Art Gallery. 

A reference to the. following Views will show 
they do not all agree as to a wide quay of 4o feet :-— 

‘The view by Hugh Allzrts, published about 
1686, and altered about 1715. 

‘The views by Sutton Nicholl 1710, and F. B. 
Werner 1725. 

“The South Prospect of the City of London ** 
1710, and a view “ printed and sold by I. Smith ”” 
1720. 

‘The South Prospect of the City of London by 
Bowles 1732. 

Buck's View of 1749. 
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The Picture of the mouth of the Fleet, etc., 
showing Dr. Salmon’s House, by Samuel Scott 
(1710-1772) in the Guildhall’ Art Gallery. Dr. 
Sulmon’s House is shown on a view dated 1710. 

‘The Survey Books of Oliver and Mills were kept 
in a manner that would do credit to any surveyor 
to-day ; those men were instructed to define over 
2,000 properties, in many cases land was cut off to 
be added to the public roadway, and the owners 
were paid for this property ; sometimes the private 
owners were allowed to build over a public road- 
way so as to make a straight building line, in these 
cases they paid the Corporation at a similar rate per 
foot super. 

‘The following is the only plan from the survey 
books of Oliver and Mills showing land cut off 
for the quay, it is dated October 1670 : this to me 
is a significant fact, as the survey books show 
plans, ete., dealt with by these surveyors of over 
80 properties in ‘Thames Street, and the surveys 
date as late as 1672. 

‘The Committee that dealt with the whole matter 
was the City Lands Committee, the same Com- 
mittee which existsto-day for the management of the 
City's Estates apart from the Markets and certain 
‘Trusts : there is an enormous amount of info: 
tion in the Minutes of that Committee concerning 
the reconstruction of London after the fire : there 
are many references to the negotiations for the pur- 
chase of properties and the setting out of street 
widenings. The following extracts from the books 
commencing 1668 are of interest :— 

On 30 April 1669 there is an entry that states 
some land “ was lately staked off for enlargmt. of 
ye intended Wharf or Key” at Queenhithe, and 
there was a dispute as to a boundary of some pro- 
perty, and it states that “his Mat having not 
signified his pleasure touching the Wharfs and 
Keys” the Committee could * not give any reso- 
lution thereon,” ‘There are several reports signed 
by Hooke, Oliver, and Wren. 

‘On 12 May 1669 a man was not allowed to build 

until his Majesties pleasure be known touching 
Keys.”” 
On 30 November 1670 it was decided that, irre- 
spective of locality, all persons who advanced 
their buildings s0 a8 to make the building line level 
should pay 5s. a foot; and that all persons who 
formed vaults under the streets should pay 1d. a 
foot rent, a rent super in each case. 

On 13 January 1671-2 it was agreed at the re- 
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quest of ““ Mr. Surveyor gefiall that this Committee 
Would sett out the ground intended to be granted 
to the Dean and Chapter of St. Paul’s and which is 
excepted out of a late grant made to the Citty for 
regulating the lyne of the said River mentioned in 
the said grant to lye between Paules Wharfe and 
Baynards Castle.” ‘This grant I deal with later, 

On 24 January 1671-2 itis stated that application 
was made by the Dean of St. Paul’s, and it was 
agreed that the ground referred to “does extend 
from the West end of Paules Wharfe Stayers to the 
East End of Baynards Castle—to be ninety foot in 
length or thereabouts. 

On 3 May 1671 it was decided that the City Lands 
Committee intend speedily to sett about and per~ 
fect the Water line upon the River of Thames—and 
that Mr. Hooke doe attend upon Dr, Wren—for his 
concurrence and advice."” 

On 4 May 1671 it was decided “ the Citty Sur- 
veyors doc attend Dr. Wren . . . with the designe 
or draught of the Waterline by them prepared and 
the Wharfe to bee thereupon—Which works will be 
the better and more easily accomplished by imploy- 
ing the soyl and rubbish to be taken up at Fleet 
ditch.” 

‘On ro July 1671 it was decided the City Sur- 
veyors should “attend Dr. Wren Surveyor Gen: 
. . . and find out the old Stakes sett out pursuant 
to the Act of Parliam' for the lyne of the Wharfes 
and keyes from the Temple to London Bridge and 
to ascertain the same to be described on a vellum 
draught and chiefly from Bridewell Docks to Pud- 
dell docke . . . and it is further ordered that the 
right hon the Lord Maior be desired to attend 
his Ma’ before he leaves Windsor together with 
Dr. Wren and Mr. Hooke with this order ; to the 
end a warrant may be obtayned under the greate 
seale for his Ma’ apphacon of the said Water 
Iyne.” 

‘On 15 May 1672 Wren made a report suggesting 
a wharl 200 feet long on each side of the Fleet 
stream; and gave such particulars of the construc- 
tion, and it is stated “the report being here read 
was well liked and approved,” and Fitch was sp- 
pointed the Contractor, the payment was to be fixed 
from time to time by “his Ma‘ and the Cities 
Surveyors with the City Bricklayer.” 

‘There are constant references to Thomas Fitch 
the contractor, the method of doing the work, and 
details of quite trivial matters concerning the Fleet 
Ditch. 
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On 6 June 1672 the minutes state that “the 
Comptroller should receive out of the Chamber 
upon the Cole-account roo Guinny’s and carry 
them to the Lodgings of the sd. X** Wren and 
there make a present of them to him.” 

They started work early in those days ; appoint- 
ments were at 8 o'clock and Committees met at 9. 

‘On 17 July 1672 the Committee decided to“ take 
a view of the Waterline, and consider the best 
methods and expedients for the opening a wharfe 
according to the designe, and description thereof,” 
and the City yors were ordered to attend 
them and that “ if it shall be thought requisite that 
Dr. Wren be intreated to afford his presence and 
assistance,” and they also had to consider a claim 
for damage by rubbish, and consider payment when 
the Wharf should be enlarged. 

On a1 July 1672 Sir Thomas Draper asked “what 
use they Would put the new key intended according 
to the waterline,” He was informed the matter was 
being considered, but it had evidently not been 
decided at that date. 

‘An important entry is dated rx September 1672. 
An application was made by Sir Richard Piggot for 
payment for " ground cut off for the making of the 
key,” a note states it was the first application for 
payment that the Committee had received, and the 
applicant asked for further time to consider the 
matter. 

On 18 September 1672 the Committee decided 
“ that persons interested or prejudiced by the new 
Key on the North side of the ‘Thames have notice 
that the Committee are ready to treat with them for 
their satisfaction according to Act of Parliament.”” 
‘They also decided upon “ the answering his Majes- 
ty's expectutions and their own purposes touching 
the new key.” 

On 2 October 1672 it was agreed to pay a claim- 
ant 4s. a foot for lind in Pudding Lane and 5s. a 
foot in Thames Street: 5, a foot was the usual 
price for land in the City, and it varied little accord- 
ing to position, so greatly contrary to the value 
to-day. 

On 31 October 1672 it was decided to consult 
“some of the wood mongers and lightermen ” 
as Sir Thomas Draper intended to complain to the 
King of ' undue proceedings and false suggestions 

« « concerning the affair of the Water-line.”” 

On 20 November 1672 it was Ordered that Mr. 
James Newland shall with the first of that nature 
Teceive satisfaction for his ground certified to be 
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cut for making the new wharfe on the North side 
of the River Thames.” 

On 15 January 1672-3 it was“ ordered that Mr. 
Chamblen and the Comptroller prepare some 
Queries and attend Mr. Attorney Generall for his 
advice in and concerning the Waterline and the 
Wharfing thereof between London Bridge and the 
‘Temple and take his opinion whether the same may 
be performed and the charge of ground taken in 
and the Making of the Wharfing ete may be borne 
and defrayed out of the residue of Coal-moni 
by the Generall words in the Act for Rebuilding 

On March 18 1673-4 it was decided ‘Sir 
Richard Piggot and Mr. Hory, Rector of St. Magnus 
Church who have this day appeared here for satis- 
faction for ground to be laid open for the making of 
the New Wharfe on the North side of the River of 
‘Thames shall be the first persons dispatched when 
this Committee are ready for the consideration of 
that affair.” 

On 6 May 1674 there is an important entry as 
follows : “It is agreed that when satisfaction shall 
be given for ground laid open for the public wharfe 
‘on the North side of the River of Thames Captain 
Bagg who this day presented his certificate be con- 
sidered among the first that receive satisfaction.” 

On 28 July 1675 there is a very vague minute 
with regard to a claim for land and buildings appa- 
rently at the juncture of the Fleet ditch with the 
‘Thames, for part of the claim no allowance was 
made “ there having none here given to anyone for 
ground of that nature,” this is probably a part of 
the proposed Quay along the Thames ; but the 
minute also states “that there was built on the 
ground since the fire a house of 2 stories of the 
breadth of 14 feet and length of 30 feet which was 
by"public order taken down for the making of the 
Key, for which consideration and because the land 
lies next the Thames and is upon the new Channel 
that hath yet been satisfied for, is as reasonable to 
allow for the inheritance £1330.” If the house had 
been erected contrary to the Act of Parliament it 
had to be removed and no compensation was pay- 
able, but the order states there was a saving for the 
wharfing evidently along the Fleet ditch. 

‘Then there is a valuable entry on 19 June 1678 
as follows : 

“ Mr. Eliot this day claiming satisfaction for 1120 
foot of ground part of the forty foot laid on the 
North side of the river of Thames a Certificate 
whereof was here read subscribed by Mr. Robert 
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Hooke. It is agreed And ordered that when p. 
ments are made for such ground he also shall receive 
satisfaction,” 

Again on 20 November 1678 a Mr. Hammond 
made a claim, no amount is ‘mentioned, It was 
decided the ‘ claym at his desire was here received 
and entered.” 

The following notes are taken from the 
Repetories, or Minutes, of the Court of Aldermen 
between the years 1666 and 1680 : 

On 8 June 1670 the surveyors were instructed to 
advise Dr. Wren for setting out the water line for 
building upon the Thames and on each side of 
Bridewell Dock. 

‘On 21 June 1670 the surveyors brought into the 
Alderman’s Court ‘a draft of the waterline and line 
of buildings ” and it was approved and directed to 
be presented to His Majesty : and on approval it 
was “to be staked and set out accordingly.” 

On ar February 1670-1 there is a long entry 
‘quoting the additional Act of Parliament and stating 
that the eight months referred to had expired and 
that according to the report of “Christopher Wren 
Esq... . made to His Majesty" the distiince 
of 40 feet from the river is “ yet everywhere en- 
closed and incumbered with Pales or Brickwalls 
irregular houses and buildings Piles of Timber Bil- 
letts Fagotts and heapes of coles many boarded 
sheds and several great Laystalls and that the old 
‘Towers of Baynards Castle are yet standing upon 
the Wharfe. Likewise that the Cranes are generally 
very unhandsome being greater than necessary and 
boarded down to the ground with warchouses under 
them,” and jt was ordered that the buildings, etc., 
should be removed forthwith so as to “avoid his 
Majestyes displeasure and the utmost penalties of 
the said Act," and it further stated that the owners 
of the land “ may for satisfaction apply themselves 
to the Committee for Letting City Lands . . . and 
shall upon treaty and agreement . , . and by such 
other means as by the said Act of Parliament is pro~ 
vided and directed in his behalf receive satisfaccon 
accordingly as their said ground is impaired or 
lessened in value.” 

On 27 June 1672 it was decided that a jury should 
assess the amount to be awarded to two claimants 
for land on the west side of Fleet ditch, 

On 12 June 1673 there was a petition to the Court 
of Aldermen from the owners and others ‘* on the 
North side of the ‘Thames representing the great 
damage they are likely to sustain by having their 
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ground laid open within 4o feet of the said river 
=. « they not having received satisfaction and de- 
Sire the assistance of the Court . . . this court did 
not think it convenient to interfere in the matter, 
but will assist them to petition his Majesty.” 

On 6 May 1674 is an entry that no one had re- 
received any compensation for the land taken for 
the quay. 

‘On 30 June 1674 it was ordered that the Recorder 
and others should accompany the Lord Mayor to 
“attend a committee of Lords to-morrow . . . 
touching . . . the business of opening the wharfe 
upon the River's side.” 

On 14 January 1674-5 it was decided that those 
proprietors who had not complied with the Act were 
to be summoned to appear before the Court of 
Aldermen on the following Tuesday. 

In October 1675 a Jury was empanelled and 
applicants received £738 118. 3d. for their interest 
in property laid into the channel of the Fleet ditch. 

On 19 June 1678 there is an entry to the effect no 
one had been paid for land laid into the quay. 

In January 1681 it is recorded that “ divers very 
worthy citizens ” were pressing their claims for 
ground taken at the mouth of the Fleet ditch, 

Tn the Account Books for Receipts and Payments 
of Coal Money between March 1670 and August 
1678 there are over 130 entries for payments in con- 
nection with the Fleet ditch. 

In the Minutes of the City Lands Committee 
between the years 1667 and 1668 there are over 
fifty references to the Fleet Ditch. 

In the Repetories of the Court of Aldermen there 
are several references to the Fleet Ditch. 

‘On 9 November 1681 Sir Richard Pigott and 
others demanded satisfaction for their land taken 
for the quay, it was decided to consider every claim, 
and the Comptroller was ordered to prepare a case 
for Counsel's advice as to liability and report to the 
Committee. 

‘On.16 November 1681 the Chamberlain informed 
the Committee “that the Cole money is over- 
charged already,” the Comptroller and Mr. 
Recorder to advise “ upon the whole matter.” 

‘On ro December 1681 it was decided that in the 
case of any future demands “ the demanders be 
acquainted there is not money sufficient to answer 
their said demands,” and ‘that no warrants be 
granted for the said ground ” until certain claims be 
fully satisfied in other directions, 

If the people who suffered considered they had 














any legal claim, they could have taken action 
against the Corporation, and the damages would 
have been assessed by a Jury, as in the cases with 
regard to the Fleet river. 

‘From An Acct of Moneys paid by several orders 
of the Comittee for Ground taken away for and for 
building several public works” I have extracted 
amounts from 19 March 1667 to January 1680 and, 
during this period of about thirteen years I find 
162 entries for payments in connection with pro- 
perty purchased and work executed to the Fleet 
ditch, the,whole sum being £76,300. Interesting 
item included in this amounts an entry on 7 June 
1672 :“* Paid Joseph Lane Esq. Comptrolet of the 
Chamber 109 pieces of Guinny Gold to present Dr. 
Christopher Wren bis Majties Surveigher by order 
dated the 6th June 1672 for his extraordinary service 
relating to the building of this City £107 108.” This 
‘was in consequence of the Order of the City Lands 
Committee quoted above. And on 19 December 
1673 there is another entry :“* Paid Dr. Christopher 
Wrenn £100 of new gold by order dated 18 Dec. 
1673 presented unto him by the City of London as 
a grateful acknowledgement of his great care and 
trouble in supervising of Fleet channel and the 
Waterline and other public works of this City 
which at 21s. 8d. comes unto £108 6s. 8d.” ‘The 
contractor for the work to the Fleet Ditch was 
Mr. ‘Thomas Fitch, and on 20 October 1674 is a 
note that his account was £51,307 6s. 2d., and it was 
agreed as correct ; this Was a very large sum of 
money in the seventeenth century. I also find that 
on 9 August 1672 Thomas Cartwright was paid 
£312 “for making the bridge and stairs over 
Fleet Ditch.” ‘The work was evidently finished 
about April 1676, for payment was made at that time 
for the rails and posts at’the side of the channel. 

T now come to an important document dated 4 
December 1671, and entitled " Letters Patents con- 
firming the Design for making an open Wharfe 
forty feet wide on the North side of the River 
‘Thames between London Bridge and the ‘Temple 
and directing that no Buildings should be erected 
within that distance from the River.” I have reason 
to believe that this document has never been made 
public; it is signed “ By Writt of Privy Seal— 
Pigott,” and has the great seal, It refers to the Act 
of 1670 stating “ a Key or Public and open Wharfe” 
had to be formed, and buildings set back 40 feet 
from the river front, and that" Bounds of each Pro- 
prictors Ground . . . should be distinguished by 
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Denter Stones to be placed in the pavement ” and 
that the line of the whole Key or Wharfe should be 
itascertained by Direction of the Lord Mayor, etc., 
refers to cranes, etc.,to beallowed within the 40 feet, 
and that a plan had to be submitted by the 2oth 
Day of June following the passing of the Act. It 
states the Corporation had “ presented to us a 
model form or Draught of the said Key . . . so de~ 
signed and appointed to be made ” and the plan is 
annexed. ‘The letters patents also decide that “* our 
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scale is 50 feet to the inch : it was submitted to Dr. 
Wren in draft in May 167r. ‘This plan marks the 
various stairs and details not shown on any map 
that I have seen, and the scale is much larger than 
those maps; it shows the plan in outline of Bay- 
nard’s Castle partly destroyed by the fire, the 
mouth of the Fleet ditch is called “ Bridewell 
Dock,” the encroachments on to the river being’as 
as much as 30 feet for some distance, and for short 
distances much more : this plan is in a splendid 
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Ground and Soil .. . may be taken out of our 
said River of Thames . . . to make the said Line 
between London Bridge and the Temple 
uniform and regular . . . according to the 
Modell fform and Draught . . . annexed,” the said 
soil to become the property of the Corporation 
except between Paul's Wharf and Baynards Castle.”” 
‘The whole document is exceedingly interesting, but 
perhaps the most interesting part is a plan of the 
frontage of the Thames from London Bridge to the 
‘Temple made in 1671; itis over 8 feet long, the 








state of preservation and must be one of the largest 
scale plans in existence of that date.* 

It does not agree with the Ogilby and Morgan 
map and a comparison is very interesting, for Ogilby 
and Morgan show the suggested quay according to 
the letters patents was not constructed. The river 
frontage and steps as they existed are clearly shown 
on the plan, and also the proposed frontage en- 
crouching on the river and new landing steps. 


‘There are documents referring t0 the above at the Public 
Record Office. S3P:Dom: Chas. I, Vol, 293, Nos: 38-41 
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I have applied the line to the present Ordnance 
Map, a little adjustment was necessary with 
regard to the bend of the river, but the plan 
fitted in very well and must have been carefully 
measured ; the plan and document are worth care- 
ful study, and a typewritten copy of the latter and a 
facsimile of the plan will be deposited in our 
Library. 

‘To make the Quay as designed considerable en- 
croachment on to the river must have been made. 
The contractor for the Fleet Ditch for a length of 
over 200 feet was paid over £51,000, s0 we see at 
once the cost of the ‘Thames Embankment scheme 
would have been colossal; no payment is 
recorded for purchasing property in connec- 
tion with the scheme, or for making the quay, 
hut several items of expenditure are recorded for 
improving the docks and quay adjoining, as pro- 
vided,in the Act of 1670. 

‘The entries in the minutes of the City Lands 
Committee, etc., indicate the improvements con- 
templated were national rather than merely local ; 
the King was the final authority and not the Cor- 
poration: there are frequent references to Dr, 
Wren, or * Mr. Surveyor general.” ‘The City Sur 
Yeyors were instructed to discuss their ideas for the 
line of quay with Dr, Wren and satisfy him before 
submitting the plan to His Majesty. Questions con- 
cerning the erection of buildings within 40 feet of 
the river were not dealt with by the Corporation ; 
they were delayed in order to ascertain His Majes- 
ty’s decision. Dr. Wren, His Majesty's Surveyor, 
prepared the Fleet Ditch scheme. Dr. Wren applied 
to the King with reference to “‘an alleged en- 
croachment on the 40 ft. wharf or space” by the 
Fishmongers’ Company. The Court of Aldermen 
having received a petition for payment for land 
within the 4o feet boundary “did not think it 
convenient to interfere in the matter,” but promised 
to assist the applicant to petition His Majesty, ‘The 
King was to fix the scale of tolls for landing goods ; 
the encroachment by the Fishmongers’ Company 
_was dealt with by His Majesty, who allowed it to 
remain as shown by the maps of Ogilby and Mor- 
gan; and soon, 

_ The Corporation acted with the greatest care 
in”the matter, for we have seen that in January 
1673 they consulted the Attorney General, in 
June 1674 the Lord Mayor and Recorder attended 
4 Committee of the House of Lords, and in Novem- 
ber 1681 the Comptroller and Recorder again ad- 
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vised “‘on the whole matter,” they evidently were 
not certain if they were liable for the land taken, 
etc., and the Act is not very clear; but what- 
ever the opinion was, no one had been paid up to 
19 June 1678 ; there is a definite entry on that date, 
and I can find no entry at a later date. 

‘The maps subsequent to that of Ogilby and 
Morgan show encroachments on the space of 40 
feet, but we have also seen that other plans and 
many views about the same date or slightly later 
do not show a clear space of 4o feet from the Temple 
to London Bridge ; but apart from the question of 
fact, and considering the Act of 1670 and the docu- 
ment referred to above, what an illogical and 
immoral proposal it was : ‘The Corporation had to 
compensate all owners whose property was taken 
to enlarge the public streets, but when « public 
quay was to be formed the Corporation were not 
directed to purchase the property and the unfortu- 
nate owners apparently were not entitled to receive 
one penny compensation ; all they were allowed, to 
do was to mark the boundaries of their own pro- 
perty on theirown ground. Much good that would 
have been to them, for their land would have been 
about as valuable as the portions of the pavement 
you see marked off by 4 line of metal in Bond Street. 
We know the owners expected compensation, and 
it is clear the Corporation was sympathetic, for in 
June 1673 the Court of Aldermen offered to assist, 
these unfortunate persons to petition the King. Not 
only were the people who owned property facing 
the river practically to lose the value of the land in 
question, but the value of the remainder of the 
property was to be diminished enormously because 
of the removal of the river front line of any new 
warehouses to 4o feet from the river front. Again, 
40 fect is a good depth for a building plot, and there 
must haye been many cases where the property 
was only slightly more than 40 feet and that pro- 
perty would be practically useless ; then, no doubt, 
there were many properties of 4o feet or lessin depth 
whose owners were to be quite ruined ; imagine a 
‘man owning a warehouse of perhaps some 100 or 
more feet of river frontage, with a depth of 30 to 40 
feet, being told that he would not be allowed to 
rebuild, that he would receive no compensation, 
that his land was to be subject to a public right of 

and that all he might expect for his income 
the property would be some tolls, limited by 
official scale, which he might be paid if anyone 
should chance to want to deliver goods on the land 
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which was previously occupied by his warehouse, Is 
it to be wondered at that those unfortunate citizens 
faced with such a calamity should complain bitterly 
to the Corporation, and that the Corporation 
should decide to help them in an appeal to the 
King? But there is no record that their appeal was 
favourably considered, and faced with such a cala- 





risk it; it was done gradually, small inexpensive 

* buildings were first erected, there was no objeetion 
on behalf of His Majesty, and the Corporation, 
after taking the opinion of the Attorney-General, 
took no action. In the history of the Fishmongers* 
Company by William Herbert, it states that plans 
for a new building were prepared in 1667 ; in May 
1669 it is recorded that Wren had“ applied to know 
the King’s pleasure, respecting an alleged encroach- 
ment on the 4o feet wharf or space which was to be 
left between the ‘Thames bank and the new build- 
ings.” ‘These were completed in June 1671, and 
the buildings were allowed to be erected on the 
old site. ‘The encroachment is shown on Ogilby 
and Morgan’s Map. 

Even supposing the Corporation had possessed 
power to compensate the applicants, they had no 
money for that purpose : the trustees for the coal 
collection had to borrow considerable sums of 
money to keep going: between March 1667 and 
June 1675 they borrowed £99,780 from other funds 
of the Corporation, and between December 1671 
and January 1677-8 they borrowed {£102,465 
from private persons. ‘The funds of the Cor- 
poration Were in a most unsatisfactory condition ; 
indeed, at one time the Corporation was almost 
ruined—the King, by the way, had borrowed 
£107,000! 

As late as 19 June 1682 a petition 50 pages long, 
which I have examined, was addressed to the Chan~ 
cellor of the Exchequer and others, stating the 
owners of several pieces of ground used for making 
a wharf had not been compensated ; the petitioners 
asked that the Mayor and Corporation should be 
summoned by “ subpena” to give an account of 
their action, but nothing further is recorded : evi- 
dently the Chancellor of the Exchequer took no 
action. 

According to Letters Patents a considerable 
amount of area was to be taken out of the river to 
form the quay ; a length of about go feet run was 
to become the property of St. Paul’s Cathedral 
authorities, and the remainder was to become the 








JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS 24 May 1924. 


property of the Corporation. ‘The Corporation 
owns no strip of land along the river front, and as 
far as I can ascertain, neither do the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners. I need hardly remind you that 
such property would be of enormous value 
to-day. 

Let us for a moment consider the scheme for a 
quay, We have seen it could not have been wanted 
by the owners of the warehouses, and that it could 
not have been used as a thoroughfare, the old maps 
show that there were many stairs for landing goods, 
and the quay would have been inconvenient even 
for local pedestrian traffic, being encumbered with 
cranes, ropes, etc. Wren’s idea was different: the 
waterfront was to be used partly for the Hulls of 
City Companies, the character of the whole river 
front being altered, But under the Act of 1670, and 
as stated in the document I have the honour to 
submit to-night, it was clearly intended that build- 
ings facing the river should be of the warchouse 
class ; that being so, it was obviously a bad arrange- 
ment to erect your warehouses 40 feet from the 
river and so increase enormously the labour of 
loading and unloading barges. ‘The proper place for 
a warehouse is flush with the water line. 

With regard to the Act of 1821, said to have ven 
promoted and passed to “ whitewash” the Cor- 
poration, the Act is very short, and is entitled “ An 
Act to repeal so much of an Act of the twenty- 
second year of His Majesty King Charles. the 
Second, as restrains the Proprietors of wharfs be- 
tween London Bridge and the Temple from erect- 
ing any Buildings or Enclosures thereon.” I tried 
to find a Parliamentary report in the public press 
and could not do so; but I found the particulars I 
wanted in the Minutes of the City Lands Com- 
mittee. 

On 28 February 1821 the Remembrancer called 
attention to the fact that a Mr. Charles Calvert had 
given notice to introduce the Bill : people interested 
for or against the Bill were heard by the City Lands 
Committee, which decided to oppose it, and on appli- 
cation by the Corporation, Parliament adjourned the 
consideration of the Bill ; this enabled the Corpora- 
tion to draw up a petition against it, and the Com- 
mittee voted a sum not exceeding £200 for expenses 
to be incurred to carry out their views. In spite of 
the opposition of the Corporation the Bill was 
passed; and the Corporation eventually spent 
£1,090 8s. 11d. in their fruitless attempt to oppose 
8 Bill which it is suggested was promoted with a 
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view to whitewash ” them. Incidentally I might 
mention that I have examined a schedule of 
“ wharfes and ground on the ‘Thames side” com- 
piled about the end of the seventeenth century, and 
the Corporation owned very little property in that 
neighbourhood. 

Tdo not pretend to have solved the whole mystery 
concerning the quay, but L hope I have been able to 
add some information on the subject; and I submit 
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foryour consideration thefactthatthequayasdefined 
in the letters patents was never built ; also that it 
is very doubtful if a clear space of 40 feet was ever 
formed from the water line, for the whole length of 
the river frontage ; and lastly that the Corporation 
acted throughout in a fair and proper spirit, bearing 
in mind the best interests of the citizens at the end 
of the seventeenth century, just as they always did, 
and do to-day. 
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(Discussion on Mr. Perks's Paper overleaf.) 
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Discussion 
‘THE PRESIDENT (MR, J. ALFRED GOTCH) IN THE CHAIR 


Dr. PHILIP NORMAN, F.S.A.: It is my pleasing 
task to propose a vote of thanks to Mr. Sydney Perks 
for his admirable r. I have known Mr. Perks for 
‘many years, and whilst we all thank him for his Paper 
to-night we also owe him a debt of gratitude for the 
valuable and enlightened work he has done, both as a 
writer and as an architect, in recording and preserving 
old London. He has done most valuable work at the 
Guildhall. Up till the time that he took up thestudy of 
the Guildhall, the crypt of that splendid building was 
in a neglected state, and very little was known about it. 
‘Under the Great Hall there is a crypt, which is divided 
into two parts by a medieval wall: “The eastern part 
Mr. Perks took in hand, cleared it of excrescences and 
from the additions which had been made to its detri- 
nd put it in perfect order, It is now an extra- 
ry example of early fifteenth century archi- 
tecture, He carried out the work in the most con- 
servative spirit. ‘The western part bad been very 
much damaged by the Great Fire, and it was necessary 
to make various supports in brick, and so on, Very 
little was known about it, but through Mr. Perks’s 
studies the fact was ascertained that it was of the same 
date as the eastern part, It was impossible to clear 
that of excrescences ; it still remains, and is in a sound 
condition, ‘Through his knowledge and his studies, 
we know that the whole of that structure dates from 
benefactions of Richard Wittington about the years 
1411-1423, Again, in the splendid hall above, which 
had been very much injured by the fire and which had 
been badly restored again and again, he has made various 
Miscoveries and various improvements. One now sees 
that the building was all of the sume date, between 
1411 and 1423, and all that could be shown of the 

Fittington work in the Great Hall is now in a satis~ 
factory condition. 

‘Within the last two or three years Mr, Perks has 
written a most interesting book about the Mansion 
House, which not only us about the moderately 
interesting building designed by the elder Dance, but 
also great deal about what had previously existed on 
the site and in the district generally. 

Coming to the main subject of his Paper, I am greatly 
interested in the Thames Embankment and in the 
River and the confines of the City, and what know- 
ledge I had of it, until Mr, Perks read his Paper to- 
night, I had derived from’ the study of old maps, 
and from reading Wren’s Parental fr 
which I would like to read to you. 
know of Wren’s plan, and of Evely: 
Hooke’s plan, Evelyn was an accom: 
and one does not think yery much of 




























plan; but 


Wren had been appointed Suryeyor-General to 
Charles II, and his pl bears considerable weight. 
Parentalia was written by his son, Christopher Wren, 
and was published by his grandson. He says! 
“This plan was laid before the King and the House of 
Commons, Among other things, he advised making 
a commodious quay from Blackfriars to the Tower 
and uniting the halls of the twelve chief companies in a 
square annexed to Guildhall. ‘This plan was laid 
before the King and the House of Commons ; all 
material objections were fully weighed and answered, 
‘The insurmountable difficulty was the obstinate 
averseness of the citizens to alter their own properties.” 
‘That says nothing against the Corporation : it merely 
says the citizens clung to their properties, which was 
natural enough, 
Mr, Perks has given us so many satistcy that it is 
impossible to Lea 2 and discuss all the details. What 
lly interested me was that splendid deed. bearing 
portrait of Charles Il, and the plan, eight feet 
Jong. But I feel that that plan, with a line drawn 
feet from the river, was a counsel of perfection, 
‘The plan of Ogilby and Morgan, dated 1677, bears 
great weight ; one regards it as the first detailed plan of 
London which is fairly accurate ; and though there is 
no sign of a regular 4o-foot open space, there is a line 
of irregular open space generally, Again, in regard to 
the views Mr. Perks showed, I confess I have not been 
able to get a clear idea from them as regards accuracy. 
‘They give the appearance of the buildings, but I have 
not made out any details in them as regards a 40-foot 
quay which was to have been made. In the map of 
1746, by Rocque, there is shown considerable open 
‘space along the river front, and here and there it is 
called “The Quay,” but there is no continuous open 
space. Mr. Perks'mentioned that in the 1671 docu- 
ment Barnard’s Castle broke the line of the quay. 
Other buildings broke the line, such as the steclyards, 
which, I think, ran down to the river, 1 do not think 
there is any likelihood of there having been a con- 
tinuous quay along which people could walk. Mr, 
Perks has got together a surprising amount of informa- 
tion, and it is clear to me that an honest attempt was 
made to construct « quay ; but it was not successful. 
If I may venture to do so, I will add a few words 
which are not relevant to the paper, concerning the 
Tine of the river before the Great Fire. ‘To begin with, 
xno doubt in early times the river came up further than 
d ‘came up 0 the foot of the two hills 
which were divided by the Wall-brook, that is, the 
hill on which St, Paul’s stands and Corn-hill, Then 
the Romans came, and the City became a most im- 
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portant trading centre, and it was a good many years 
afterwards that they enwalled it. ‘The wall seems to 
have run along the line of Thames Street. When they 
envalled it one does not know what happened. ‘They 
had various havens, at the mouth of the Wallbrook, 
and at the mouth of the Fleet, for instance ; 1 do not 
Know whether already Queenhithe was there. ‘They 

to trade somehow, probably in havens along 
theriver. Butthere has been a recent discovery which 
is interesting. A splendid gold medallion has just 
been found in France, near Arras, which shows 
Claudius, the Roman Emperor, advancing across a 
bridge—evidently across the Thames—to a walled city, 
or rather, to a fortified gate ; and the date is 296 A. 
‘The coin is marked “ Londinium” ; and we know, 
therefore, that London was enwalled as early as the 
year 296 A.D. That breaks down the theory which 
many people hold, that it was enwalled at the end of the 
Roman occupation. In the medieval city, inlets, 
such as at Queenhithe and Billingsgate, were very 
important, and much of the trade was done in those 
havens and atthe mouth of the Wallbrook. ‘The wall 
had disappeared before the time of Henry II. 

bere Either hirked the question of taaiyetag Mi? 
Perks’s Paper, which is very difficult ; but 1 shall 
study it at my leisure, and { am sure I am expressing 
your wish when Task you to thank Mr. Perks cordially 
for what he has given you. 

‘Mr. DELISSA JOSEPH [F.] : 1am certain that we 
all greatly appreciate the large amount of study and 
thought which Mr. Perks has brought to bear on his 
it would be presumptuous on the part of an 
ordinary member of this Institute to attempt to criticise 
that work ; it remains for us only to admire his energy 
and his ingenuity, and to listen with deep interest to the 
illuminating results he has produced =e satied 
But the part of his paper that has ap to me 
jodividedly, and mt Sppol als toimiey of You here, 
is what one may call the picture which he has incident- 
ally shown us of the life of the times. ‘The picture he 
has drawn for us of the immortal Wren, busy in his 
numerous activities, ready at the call of duty, leaned 
upon, as is obvious from the records, by all those in 
authority as the final arbiter in matters not only of 
taste, but of judgment. ‘That little picture of the 

architect as a leader of men has a peculiar appeal, 
use it makes one reflect how well it would be if, 

in these days, the architect was received in the larger 
world as a leader of men. I think I am right in saying 
that the picture of the architect as leader of his com- 
‘munity is enjoyed in many Continental countries, and I 
hope that, with the growth of public interest in archi- 
tecture, the time is not far distant when, in this 
country, the architect may take his place as an im- 
portant factor, not only in the pursuit of his profession, 
itasa guide and counsellor in the affairs of the nation. 
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When one gets on to the subject of Wren, one is 
taturally inclined tobe somewhat diffuse, but I eannot 

ip taking the opportunity of expressing a thought 
which has so often passed through my mind, How 
happy Wren was, not merely in his work and in his 
achievement, but in the completeness of his life ! 
When you study the lives of the great architects and 
recall the many cases of men who have not lived to 
see the completion of their work, of men who have 
broken down under the stress of their great works, of 
men who have completed their work, like Poelaert, 
the architect of the Brussels Palace of Justice, and 48 
the reaction have killed themselves, and when you think 
of the picture which I recall, of Wren in his old age 
driving leisurely from his country retreat into the 
heart of London and, seated in his carriage, remaining 
in the Churchyard to look up and enjoy the completion 
of his great monument, one cannot help feeling how 
happy and how fortunate he was in his times. It is 
true that he was not able to do all that he sought to do ; 
there is the striking illustration given us by Mr. Perks, 
of the presentation of his great scheme for the laying 
out of London as.a new city, when, as Mr. Perks tells 
us, that noble and comprehensive scheme, that work of 
genius, as it was, was considered and discarded within 
three short days ! 

Another point of interest which Mr. Perks brought 
‘out brings us down to 2 more recent date—and that is 
the very interesting fact, which is new to most of us, 
that the Japanese Government recently asked for 
information from the Corporation with regard to the 
1666 Fire, so that they might study the procedure in 
connection with the recent disasters in Japan. Thatis 
not only a striking tribute to the methods of this 
country in dealing with a catastrophe of a similar 
character; it is an extraordinarily. interesting link 
between the two periods, between a comparatively 
remote period of our civilisation and that of a more 
recent development of the great Oriental nation, 

With regard to the work of Mr. Perks, I would like 
to say this: That every man has it within his power 
to illumine the office he holds; that if he throws his 
mind into his work with enthusiasm, energy and 
originality, he can lift the work on which he is engaged 
to a high plane. Mr. Perks is distinguished as the 

Surveyor, but he has so illumined his work, as 
was shown by the last speaker, by his investigations 
in the neighbourhood of the Guildhall, and by the 
publication of learned works bearing on the history 
of the City, that there appears to be every probability 
of his going down to future generations not only as 
great City Surveyor, but as a great City historian 
T have, much pleasure in seconding the vote of 
thanks'to him. 

MR. W. R. DAVIDGE [F.]: I would like to add 
my tribute of appreciation of the valuable contribution 
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which Mr. Perks has made to the history of the City 
in this interesting investigation. ‘To my mind, the 
loss of the public quay is one of the greatest tragedies 
in the history of London City, and. how it was lost 
hias not been made clear, even by Mr. Perks’s lucid 
illustrations. We should feel yery indebted to him 
for the painstaking research he has made, particularly 
in the period between 1666 and 1680, but between 
that and 1820 there is a great gap, to which Mr, Perks 
will no doubt direct his attention in the next few years, 
if be has not already done so. But his line of research 
points to the necessity of going further even than the 
City archives ; it is necessary to go to Whitehall and 
find out what happened there with regard to this 
public quay. It is obvious, whatever the eost, and 
jowever it Was lost, this public quay was set out, and 
wos lost to the ctivens of Londoa, not euadeayy BE 
gradually over a period of 150 years, simply through 
rant. of co-operation betiiéea the | Goverment 
Department and the municipal authorities, It 
emphasises once again that in essential matters of this 
sort there must be co-operation between the central 
authority and the local authority. It is also obvious 
—and one cannot help feeling sympathetic towards 
the Corporation—that when the City finances were 50 
strained as they must have been, they had the boldness 
to carry out what was to have been a big improvement 
in connection with the Fleet. To my mind, if they 
intended to do the river frontage, they only adjourned 
the case to a little later period, hoping they would be 
able to. tap. some of toe Gavertment funds: Bat 
there is no doubt that the whole of the people in 
authority in those years were in favour of the reserva- 
tion of a public quay throughout the City, as map 
after map shows, and that line is shown to be con- 
sistently disappearing little by little from 1670 to 1821. 
I do not think anyone would suggest that the white- 
washing in 1821 was to be applied to the City Cor- 
poration; whoever was guilty, it was not the City 
Corporation. ‘The people of London lot the public 
quay, which they had had, in whole or in part, for 
150 years, and I think that, again, serves to emphasise 
the necessity not only of co-operation between Govern- 
ment and municipality, but also the need of keeping 
close watch on what we have in the way of public 
improvements. For many years we had wooden 
bulidings in many of our public parks, and we might 
have lost the parks if there had not been an outery 
against them, It is necessary to have a fine plan, but 
it is equally necessary to have public opinion which 
will enable you to keep that plin-in working order. 
It is unusual for us to have a Paper of such rich 
archaeological interest, and if it is read in conjunction 
with Mr. Perks’s previous Paper here, we shall be able 
to appreciate some of the struggles which the citizens 
of London had in the years succeeding the Fire, and 
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we shall realise something of the big spirit which they 
showed in the greatest calamity which has befallen 
London, We may learn a lesson on the way in which 
we should tackle our smaller problems, with boldness, 
and trust to our successors to carry oult our proposals 
which are being projected even now. 

MR. MAURICE E. WEBB [F.]: May I, also, 
add my thanks to Mr, Perks for his interesting Paper ? 
Tam afraid T look upon it not from the archeological 
point of view, but from the standpoint of the future, 
from Mr, Davidge’s angle. It is a great object 
lesson to have heard of the struggles which the 
of London had at a very difficult period, 
they attempted to develop their river front. We are 
about to go through a similar experience within the 
next hundred years in connection with the south side 
of the river. We must do something with it, and I 
hope the tragic story Mr. Perks has told us will not 
be repeated in the future. It is from that point of 
view I wish to thank Mr. Perks, for showing these 
gaps and all the failures our ancestors experienced, 
‘Tf architects will band together, do what Mr. Davidge 
suggests, and get public opinion to realise what is 
going to happen to London, we shall succeed. But 
ifthe public are apathetic and do not take some trouble, 
we shall have the same failures on the south side of 
the river as there haye been on the north. The 
south side has its difficulties, its warehouses and its 
wharves, just the same as London had at the earlier 
period ; but if we can get a comprehensive scheme, 
and the County Council, the City Corporation, and the 
other big bodies will tackle the question, something 
can be done. Waterloo Bridge is tumbling in, the 
traffic of London is all to pieces, and Westminster 
Bridge is said to be unsafe, I venture to hope that 
the lesson which Mr. Perks has preached to-night 
will be taken to heart by Londoners to-day. 

LADY COOPER: I agree with the last speake 
that it is too late to do anything with the north bank, 
‘That beautiful stretch from Blackfriars Bridge to the 
‘Tower would have made a magnificent frontage, but 
it is now too late. But we have the south si and 
we should benefit by past experience. I have never 
seen any illustrations of the period before the Great 
Fire. How they managed to get hold of the river 
frontage when building the Victoria Embankment, 1 
donot know. It must have cost a large sum of money, 
and there must have been tremendous difficulties 
in constructing that monument of good taste. We 
have the same kind of work before us, and if Mr. Perks 
will kindly compose a scheme, or the County Council 
and the City Corporation will co-operate, it will be 
carried through, for when they have done so, the 
result will be a marked success. I can point to one 
instance, Shadwell Park, a most beautiful open space 
for children, It took years to accomplish, but when 
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the Corporation and the County Council combined, it 
supplied proof of what I have said, I hope the same 
‘spirit will be shown in connection with the south bank. 

GENERAL SIR TALBOT! HOBBS (Fellow of 
the Institute of Architects of Western Australia) : 
May I first say how very much I appreciate the great 
privilege that I have enjoyed in being with you this 
evening and in listening to this interesting lecture ? 
Of course you may say that it may not be of the same 
interest to people coming from ten or eleven thousand 
miles across the seas as itis to the people living in this 
great City of London ; but J assure you that interest 
in this country, in this great City, is probably almost 
as great in the overseas Dominions as it is with your- 
selves, [assure you, further, that the various schemes 
for the improvement of this ‘City, and of the Garden 
City development of this country, are most carefully 
watched by your kindred beyond the seas, and that 
What you have done here has been a very great abject: 
Jesson to us in Australia in trying to avoid the mistakes 
Which have been made in the past. Unfortunately, 
the tendency with us in the cities, which are gradually 
becoming very big places in Australia, is to fall into 
the errors which people in the past fell into in this 
country, through want of co-operation and co-ordina- 
tion, But still, we are learning something, and 1 
think this great Exhibition at Wembley will be an 
education to us in many things. It is now some 
‘Years since I was last in London—just after the war— 
and what has impressed me more than anything else 
since I came here a few days ago is the enormous 
increase in the traffic of your streets ; and I wonder, 
if it increases in the same proportion during the next 
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few years, how you will cope with it. Certainly the 
provision of bridges or the widening of streets for 
relieving it will have to be made, though I would not 
Presume to say how. 

T did not come here with the idea of speaking, but 

I wanted to tell you how very much I appreciate your 

indness in inviting me, and how much pleasure it 
will give the people in Australia to know that you have 
honoured me in this way, f & 

‘The Chairman proposed the vote of thanks, whici 
was carried by acclamation. 

MR, SYDNEY PERKS [J] (in reply) said: 1 
have been considering this subject, on and off, for 
quite fifteen years, and I did not want to weary you by 
making the Paper too long; I assure you it is boiled 
down from a large heap of MSS, The most interest- 
ing thing, I think, is that we have now an actual survey. 
of the river front made by Oliver and Mills, the City 
Surveyors, and checked by Wren, and no doubt 
absolutely correct ;and you can see that plan on the 
wall here. And since those Letters Patent with the 
Great Seal of England were deposited with the Cor- 
poration, I believe they have never been seen by the 
public. With regard to Parentalia, and the remarks 
made about Wren in that book, I dealt with those in 
my previous Paper ; they must not be taken as correct, 
if you do not mind my saying so. ‘They were written 
by a very enthusiastic son, and the book was published 
by an even more enthusiastic grandson ; and if you 
will kindly look at my previous Paper, you will see 
how I proved what I say, It is a great pity, because 
people who read Parentalia take for granted it is 
correct. 
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The Annual Dinner 


‘The Annual Dinner of the Institute was held on 
‘Tuesday,6May,at the rocadero Restaurant, Piccadilly, 
W. The President (Mr. J. Alfred Gotch) was in the 
Chair, The following is a list of the company present : 


‘The Right Hon, the Earl of Midleton, KLP.,P.C.;the Right 
Rey the Lord Bishop of London ; the Right Hon, Lard Olsen, 
EC AMLG. CB. Secretay of Ste for India; the Right Bon. 
Lard Thomson, 'C.B.E., DS.O., Secretary of State for Air; 
the Right Hon, Lord Sumner, G.C.B., P.C.; the Right Hon. 
Lord Charnwood, D.L., J.P. the Right Hon. F. W. Jowett, 
5 Comtiatoner of Works; Sir Amherst 
G. Permanent Secretiy, Board of 
yhancellon, the University of Oxford 
eT; Walls, MLA); the Vice-Chancellor, the Univenity of 
fi J. Mating, FRCS); Si AR. de Capel 
BariMe, J. Hebert Foe, JP, China of the 
Londen Coury Cauncl; Sir George Frampton, RAs Sit 
Lawrence Weaver, Kh, FS Ag Str Banister F. Pletcher 
‘Sir Cecil Harcourt Smith, 0, LL.D.5 Sir James Bird, J. 
Ges to the London County Counc, Mr. Paul Waterhouse 
PSA‘ De: Alesander Ruscel, President of the lntitution of 
Ficcerial Engineers? Sit Ryland Adina: Mr. D,¥. Cameron, 
TA; Mr. JC. Squice; Mr- 1 Sunley ill President of the 
Architectural Assotation » Mr. J. 1, Davison, President of 
the Surveyors Institution; Me J. Partridge, Present of 
the Society of Architects; Me, Hl Matthews, President of 
the National Federation of Building Trade Employers. 
Professor Patrick Abercrombie ; Lieut.-Colonel John W. 
Abraham Mrs Maurice B. Adanns ¢ Mz Hakon Ablbera 
Mir C. R. Aabee ; Mr: Henry V. Ashley: Alderman Allred 
Bike ats neeea Vice froden)s Me Pha Barr 
arty Barnes, (VioePetident) ‘Mr. a 
(President of the National Federation of Building ‘Trades 
Gpeatve)s Major Lignl Brey Me B-Ball? MWe 
Woodbridge Biggs; Dr. W. Blackstone ; Mr. O. A. 
Binns Ate: Edvard Boardman (President of the Norfolk 
ind’ Norwich. Assoustion of Architect): Me. H. Chalton 
Bradshaw's Mer Walter Brierley ; Me Ft W. Brian : Mr. 
Herbert T. Buckland* ; Mr, Cc 
‘MeAnhur Butler; Mr. G. V. Carey: 
Me, W. B. Chamberjin Mr ‘Basil 
Champneys, Mr, F. G. Clark; Mr. 
PET Chirke > Major Hubert C. \orletie “Mr. E. Guy 
Dawber (Vice-President); Mr. Reid Dick, AJR.A.; Mr. W. F. 
Dickinson ; Mr. Rudolf Dircks ; Mr. Benjamin Drage ; Mr. J- 
Murry: Eason: Me, 1, Gadtry Evans | Me, Henry 
Fletcher ; Mr. . Forber ; Mr. L.. R. Ford (President of the 
Distice Surveyors Amocation); Se: J. Leighton Fourscre 
(hecident of the Devon and Exeter Architectural Asociton)¢ 
MitPerceal Mi Bruer : Mr. It FL. Gillespie Lieut-Calonel 
Wik Give Me Gerald Gree; Me Hnteal Grayson; Mr 
Warts Green AfeAs MeW-HL Gunton, Mir Rc: Gutter: 
ley. $ ‘David Hawes ; Mr. Everard J. 
Hives Mr A.-Healey; Mr Jousph Hill Alderman EJ: 
Molin’ Mes leary toy Creent o the Maver 
Builders” Association) ; Mr. Arthur ae (President of the 
Manchester Society of Architect) Nr-C. J. Howling : Mr. 
BW Tigard: Me Ev aon SrA A, Hg 
‘Mr. T. R. ins; Mr. O. Campbell Jones; Mr. Arthur 
Ricca (iton Seereary)y. Me. E- Bertram Kirby (President of 
Bee Acohool Society of Atchitees) ¢ Mr. WR, Mi Lamb; 
Me Goren ridin of “he” Weses 
Mey of Architect | Sic Walter Lawrence: Mr, 
SER ot EOD ig ne GO Malar Me en 
* Unable to be present. 
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MacAlister (Secretary RBA) ; 
Liece-Calonel Sia Mallinson 
Mr, Fred May; Dr.J.S. May 
Mr. ‘Thomas Rt. Milburn ; Mr, Gerald Moi 
Mosse ; Mr, Alan E. Munby ; Me. John Murray. 
llam G, Newton; Me. G. E, Nield Mr. Rit 
We rhae; Mectieny PaaCA; NieRetdney Powell 
iT. Plaine ; Me. i Mr 
Mes Torser Powell, Mr, G. B, Bows: Mr Mampeld 
Price ; Colonel E. Prismall ; Mr. Frank P. Rider; Mr. Henry 
A’Snil; Me. F-E, Sidney; Rey. P. 8. Sidney | Mr.W. 5. 
Skinner (President of the Bristol Society of Architects) ; Me. 
Einar Skjold ; Mr. J, Arthur Smith (President of the Hamp- 
ute, te, Arcetral Atocaton) Rie: Ale: Sth 
FJ. Stannard 7” Met W. By Stcal; Mr. William: Stewart, 
Mic HM Keres Mes}. Shes; Mr 8 Tui 
‘Thonas (Brenden of the South Wales Insti of Architee) 
Mr. John Todd; Captain B.S. Townrve ; Mr. E.G. Tt 
Me Raymond Unwin; Ms. G. FA. Vaysey (Mi 
Axi Workers’ Guild); Mr. A.B. Walkley; Major F. A. 
Wallis; Mr. Edward Warren (President of the Berks, etc., 
Architectural Association): Mr, ET, Watkin ; Mr, Maurice 
B,Webb: Mr. Herbert A. Welch: r 
of the Institute of Builder) ;" Mr. Ph 
Geoffrey €. Wilbon ; Mr, P-A. Gilbert Wood ; 
Woodcock; Mr. Frank Woodward; Mr. Win. 
Mr, F.R. Yerbury; Mr. E. Alex, Young. 

‘After the loyal toasts had been proposed by the 
President, Sir AMHERST SELBY-BIGGE proposed 
“The Royal Institute of British Architects,” and re- 
ferred to the Ethiopians and Cyclopeans. ‘The 
Cyclopeans were individualists ; they did not, care 
what anyone ele did. But since the days of the Cyclo- 
peans the architects had learnt a great deal, and that 
there was a great deal to be learnt. ‘They realised that 
it did not do not to care what other architects were 
doing or not doing. Architecture was a high art; 
it did not call down automatically the Promethean 
fire of inspiration, In the sphere of education for art 
they were up against great difficulties : more difficult 
than in any other sphere of education. A system of 
education must have room for the free development of 
the talent of the individual—not the talent of the genius 
—genius the incorrigible, But genius was not con- 
demned to futility ; it was a question of keeping the 
hheads of genius among the stars, and at the same time 
keeping their feet on the ground, ‘The Royal Institute 
of British Architects was a great professional organisa- 
tion, He owed a great obligation to the Institute, and 
institutes of a similar character. 

_ The PRESIDENT, in responding on behalf of the 
Institute, thanked Sir Amherst Selby-Bigge for the 
interesting manner in which he had proposed the toast 
of the Institute, He did not propose to follow very 
closely because he thought they would be pleased to be 
taken away from the ordinary atmosphere which per- 
vaded the Institute. He would therefore content 
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himself in weleoming so many distinguished guests 
who were interested in architecture, for the greater 
the number of those other than architects who were 
imbued with an interest in architecture and could look 
at the art with discerning eyes the better it would be 
for the public and the better for architecture, ‘The 
President continued : 

When we reflect that of all the arts architecture is, 
the most necessary and the most visible, intruding 
itself in the most insistent manner upon the conscious- 
ness of the world at large, the desirability of the public 
acquiring some knowledge of the principles underlying 
its outward expression needs no urging. 

Perhaps this want of knowledge arises in part from 
the fact that architecture has played no large part in 
literature. No poet of the past has sung its glories, 
its splendours,or its homeliness. No writer of prose, 
other than an architect, not even Ruskin, has taken it 
as his theme in a manner at once so attractive and so 
well-informed as to be both fascinating and truly 
educational, ‘The reason is not far to seek ; neither 
poets nor prose writers have really understood archi- 
Tecture, {aspiration may give you a delightful faculty 
of expression ; it cannot give you knowledge of the 
intricacies underlying the visible manifestations of 
architecture, In order adequately to sing this nymph, 
not only must you gaze with delight upon her form, 
but you must know something of the skeleton beneath it, 

the subject is not an easy one, I can well imagine 
some poet struggling for months, in sickness and in 
health, to master his subject sufficiently to start upon 
an epic, and finally bursting into petulant song :— 
Oh Architecture ! in our hours of ease 
Abstruse, elusive, hard to seize, 
When pain and anguish wring the brow, 
‘The curse of all the ages thou. 
‘But while we search the pages of the poets in vain for 
thapsodies upon our art, we do find references to it, 
or deserptions of architectural features incidental to 
their themes. Chaucer, for instance, has no high- 
flown outbursts, but he often helps us to form a mental 
picture of a mediaval house. Spenser is a little more 
particular in his descriptions, and brings before the eye 
Some of the gorgeous palaces of Elizabeth's days + the 
house of Pride was A stately Palace, built of squared 
brick,” wherein 
High lifted up were many lofty towers, 
And goodly galleries far overlaid, 
Full of fair windows and delightful bowers ; 
‘And on the top a Dial told the timely hours. 
and when the prince and the knight approached 
‘Mercilla’s dwelling, 
‘They a stately palace did behold 
OF pompous show, much more than she had told ; 
With many towers, and terrace mounted hi 
And all their tops bright glistering with gold. 
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Indeed, the embodiments of architecture which 
came within their ken haye constantly appealed to 
Poet, Shakespeare has plenty of allusions to them, 
the * worm-eaten hold of ragged stone” at Wark- 
worth Castle,and the * jutty, frieze, buttress, or coign 
of vant of Macbeth’s are touches from ancient 
buildings. Imogen’s chamber, painted with a brush 
full of colour and truth, was drawn from a model new 
‘when he saw it, so aptly does it picture an Elizabethan 
And the destruction that followed the fall of 
the monastrie is painted in a single fine when he 
likens a grove of leafless trees to 
Bare, ruin'd choirs, where late the sweet birds sang. 
Milton, too, has a few slight sketches of buildings 
ashesawthem. His eye delights in an ancient house— 
‘Towers and battlements it aces 
Bosom’d high in tufted trees ; 
and no less does it love some solemn Cathedral, and its 


«+ high embowéd roof 
‘With antique pillars massy proof, 
‘And storied windows richly dight 
Casting a dim religiou: 

Pope discusses the subject in an entertaining manner 
in his epistle to Lord Burlington, but it is more by way 
of satire than of glorying in its beauty and stateliness. 
Fools, he says, imitating his lordship’s publications, 

Shall call the winds through long arcades to roar 
Proud to catch cold at a Venetian door. 

‘The familiar lines of Gray give a very aptillustration 

ofan Elizabethan house 

‘To raise the ceiling’s fretted height 

Each panel with achievment clothing, 

Rich windows that exclude the light 

And passages that lead to nothing, 

Coleridge, too, flashes out a romantic vision : 

In Xanadu did Kubla Khan 

A stately pleasure dome decree, 

Where Alph, the sacred river, ran 

‘Through caverns measureless to man 

Down to a sunless sea. 
Xanadu might almost be Derbyshire, for many of its 
streams plunge into fathomless abysses, and by one of 
them stands a pleasure-dome, the pavilion in the public 
gardens of Buxton. 

Other poets might be quoted as describing what 
they had seen, but without knowing what lay beneath 
the surface, Browning alone seeming to have burrowed 
in his unmelodious way deeper than the rest. 

‘When they leave description for construction poets 
aim very wide of the mark, and no whit behind them 
are the writers of prose. ‘Take the great tower built 
by the caliph Vathek, under the tutelage of William 
Beckford, son of the man who built Fonthill and him- 
self the builder of a vast sham abbey, which fell down 
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some twenty years after it was built, ‘This tower was 
ascended by 12,000 steps, and reckoning each step at 
six inches, it must have been over 5,000 feet high. 
In climbing mountains a thousand feet in an hour is 
good going, so it must have taken about five hours to 
ascend this tower ; and yet Vathek and his suite trip 
up and down it as gaily asif they were going up to bed, 
‘or coming down to breakfast in an hotel without a lift, 

But a greater writer than Beckford ventured out of 
his depth when he dealt with architectural matters. 
Why was the immortal Pecksniff labelled “ architect ” ? 
‘There is no intimate touch about him that makes him 
more like an architect than like a lawyer, or accountant, 
or auctioneer, You will remember, too, that Martin 
Chuzzlewit went to him as a pupil, and the raw youth, 
without a day's training, was immediately put to work, 
single-handed, upon a set of competition designs fo 
large grammar school, which he completed in a few 
weeks and then went to America. On his return to 
England he found himself at the foundation-stone 
laying of a large institution of which Pecksniff was 
Posing as the architect, but Martin found, on looking 
over his shoulder, that the design was in fact his own, 
which had been successful in the competition, When 
we reflect upon the five-years course of study now 
considered requisite for the training of a yoy 
architect, we can but regret the dearth of such gift 
youths as Martin, 

No, the studies of these writers have led them in 
directions other than those which point to architectur 
So, too, with philosophers, One will tell you that a 
Gothic cathedral derived its vaulted and arcaded 
interior from the idea of a grove of trees, thus convert- 
ing a charming poetical fancy into ‘matter-of-fact 
nonsense, Another will tell you that whereas the 
Greeks placed columns outside their temples, Gothic 
architects put them inside, for a change, Such ideas 
never would have occurred had the witers 
any acquaintance with the structural development of 
architecture, 

We were to have been honoured with the presence 
of the French Ambassador, who, however, is detained 
by matters of moment, and I had hoped to ask him if 
his literature treats of architecture more freely than 
does ours; I can only recall Victor Hugo's brilliant 

nicture of medizval Paris, But there are buildings in 

is beautiful land which stir the emotions as cep 
and to as fine issues as any we + and there lies 
before the travellers in the wide realm of literature a 
vast and fascinating territory which few have trodden 
and of which there is no abiding occupant. ‘There it 
ies, open to all, and if any enterprising soul will enter 
and take possession, and then transmute his experiences 
into living words, we may havea message whichshall con- 
vert architecture, wrongly held by some to be cold and 
dull, into something palpitatingwith warmthand colour. 

















Mr. E, BERTRAM KIRBY [F-], further responding, 
said the Liverpool Architectural Society was senior to 
any other architectural society in this country with the 
exception of the Royal Institute, ‘Their close alliance 
‘was of great value ; its significance might easily be lost, 
Only a few years ago the union between them was by 
‘no means so cordial as to-day. A short time back the 
alliance might have been considered a generous expe 
ment. However, it had now attained to the dignity 
ofa went union. He would also like to mention 
that in his Society, excluding students, two-thirds of 
its members, and, for the first time in its history, the 
Council, were members of the Institute. ‘There was 
4 great advantage from this close co-operation and 
alliance. It was not an exaggeration to say that the 
prestige of the Institute would not be what it was 
to-day without the allied societies, ‘Together they 
formed a body which was of Imperial significance. It 
promised to be even larger in its scope than at present. 
He would like to express to Sir Amherst Selby-Bigge 
the thanks of the Allied Societies for the toast he had 

oposed, and the manner in which the President 
fn responded, 

‘The toast of “The Arts” was proposed by the 
VICE-CHANCELLOR of the Univerity of Oxford 
who, after expressing his sympathy with Sir Aston 
Webb an the sosdeat viter bal csceeed was Poe 
being present that evening, said he thought there was 
no time when art was more needed. It was not 
to forget the hideous buildings erected when they had 
to approach London through miles and miles of ugly 
houses. Especially did they need a knowledge of the 
arts when it was proposed to destroy some of the 
remaining Wren churches in the City of London ; 
everyone who really represented the aris, or loved the 
arts, would wish that those masterpieces would not 
he destroyed. Was there not a real need for the teach- 
ing of the arts when they remembered the great ten- 
dency to practise and preach the cult of the ugly ? 
A great deal of modern art made up for its lack of 
originality by departing from the traditions of those 
who made beauty in the old days. Sir Amherst 
Selby-Bigge had said that heresies of one generation 
were the orthodoxies of another ; sometimes that was 
‘so, but he thought in the majority of cases the heretics 
who had become orthodox were very few indeed. 
‘Those who made new departures which were successful 
were those who kept some traces of the old traditions, 

‘The EARL OF MIDLETON, in responding, said: 
In the chaotic times that existed nowadays it was a 
comfort to go with the architects where the flowing 
tide was with them, Tt was surely a truism that art of 
the higher nature was swamped by mechanical art. 
He could not help thinking of the remark of Lord 
Beaconsfield in regard to the aspirations of his party 
some eighty years ago: "He did not think that the 
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country bad done anything for the people; in place 
of the monastery ithad given the workhouse. Within 
two miles of this neighbourhood they could see the 
three most monstrous buildings erected in London, 
For instance, they had the Albert Memorial ; sand- 
wiched in between the Houses of Parliamentand Water- 
loo Bridge they had Charing Cross Bridge ; then they 
had the Griffin as.a substitute for Temple Bar. Tt was 
a tradition at the War Office that the Duke of Welling 
ton, when asked if the architect of certain new barracks 
should haye his name embossed on the building, re~ 
fused, saying that punishment should be meted out 
according to the offence! Reverting to commercial 
art, it had done something for the higher forms of art 
which had never been achieved before. It enabled 
people to see works of art which would otherwise have 
een impossible. 

Mr, J. C. SQUIRE, who also responded, said the 
art of being President of the Royal Institute had been 
faised in late years to a fine art—Mr. Paul Waterhouse 
instituted a magnificent tradition, and that was being 
carried on with equal success by Mr, Gotch. The art 
of being Bishop of London was also flourishing, for 
he believed no man had done more to make oppor- 
tunities for contemporary architecture. He believed 
the chief thing about the arts in the present day was 
that they had come out into the arena, In the Vie- 
torian age there were those who protested against the 
ugliness of the age and those who spent their time in 
taking refuge from it, It was not a good thing to take 
refuge from surroundings, and it was good to know 
that the arts were now getting into touch with the 
public, and attempting to do what the public wanted ; 
‘that was sufficient to justify them in thinking that the 
arts were now more flout than they were a 
Beneration ago. 

Mr.E. GUY DAWBER [FJ proposed“ The Guests,” 
He said at a gathering of architects he was always glid 
to meet with men of other professions and other 
spheres of action ; it enlarged their sympathies, and 
helped them to understand their respective interests, 
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Jr was given to few to understand and appreciate the 
arts of music, sculpture and painting ; but, whether 
they liked it oF not, everyone must to a certain extent 
study the art of architecture, because on their daily 
walks it was brought to their notice on every side, and 
they could not get away from it, On the amount of 
building going on in London and the provinces he felt 
the architects of this decade must stand or fall in the 
future. ‘They all as a profession owed a great deal to 
the illustrated press and the press in general, for there 
Was no question it aroused the more educated classes 
to an enthusiasm for architecture, particularly on the 
domestic side, that had not been in evidence since the 
Vietorian era. 

In responding, the BISHOP OF LONDON said 
he felt it a special compliment that they should have 
invited him to be present, and he hoped they would not 
think him the iconoclast the press made him out to be. 
He would not go into the question of the City churches, 
but he could assure them that no one admired beautiful 
architecture more than he, He would rather resign his 
See than see hands laid on such beautiful churches as 
St, Bartholomew the Great, for instance. He also 
wanted to see that nothing was done to endanger the 
safety of St. Paul's Cathedral. He knew nothing 
about whether the proposed St, Paul’s Bridge woul 
endanger the Cathedral, but he called upon them to 
‘sce that nothing was done which would endanger it. 
‘The art of architecture was the art most needed to-day. 
‘The housing was appalling, and was responsible for 
most of the immorality which they met. He wanted 
churches, but he could not get them, He used to build 
five churches every year before the war, but he had 
only succeeded in having one built since, and the cost 
had been £18,000. ‘The Church could not afford that 
cost—it had not got the money. How were they to 
deal with that tremendous problem? He wanted 
architects to tell him how they could get the churches 
they needed and at the same time spare the City 
churches. 

Lord OLIV! 








ER also responded. 
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St. Paul’s Bridge 


BY PAUL WATERHOUSE, PAST PRESIDENT 


‘The following important statement by Mr, Paul 
Waterhouse with regard to the opposition of architects 
and others to the proposed St. Paul’s Bridge was 
published in a letter to The Times on t4 May : 

I should like, at the risk of repeating arguments 
already published, to make it perfectly clear on what 
grounds many of those who are most strenuously 
opposed to the St, Paul’s Bridge scheme persist in 
‘opposition, 

‘There are, of course, two very cogent arguments 
against it, both so obvious that I need only mention 
them—one being that if large sums of money are avail- 
able for bridge building in the metropolis, it seems 
strange not to allocate them to the Charing Cross 
problem ; and the other that the least breath of a sus- 

jon that the bridge—or its land connections—might 
injure St. Paul’s is enough to condemn it 

But leaving these points out of account, the great ob: 
jection to the scheme lies in the suspicion that it is 
ill-considered, and, indeed, if considered at all, is a 
bit of piecemeal enterprise entirely unrelated to any 
known general proposals for the amelioration of 
London traffic and London amenities. 

Outside the official corporate bodies in whose 
hhands lie the decision of this and similar problems 
there exists, in ever-growing strength, a body of expert 
public opinion which sometimes stands aghast at the 
apparently light-headed way in which the guardians of 
London handle the property they hold in trust for 
the citizens. It is dismay at the present erisis which 
brought together a conference between the Royal 
Tostitute of British Architects, the Town Planning 
Institute, the London Society, and the Architecture 
Club. Ail of these bodies have in one aspect or another 
of their outlook on London a right and a duty in 
‘expressing their concern as to the safeguarding of the 
urban beauty and convenience of the capital. ‘Their 
views, if unasked, are at least sincere and based upon 
study of the problems involved. ‘To many members 
of these bodies there appear to be certain clear and 
definite principles which should control all projects, 
for the road and bridge planning of the future. ‘They 
can hardly keep silence if they see those principles 
ignored or defied. 

‘Among these axioms are two of cardinal importance. 
One is that the way to relieve the City’s congestion 
is to admit to its roads—as far as possible—no traffic 
that is not concerned with some spot within the City 
as a destination or a starting point ; in other words, 
to keep the City from being a passage. ‘The other 
axiom fs that the Surrey land near the City, which is 
bound to be developed and changed in the very near 









































future, should have that future provided for by the 
Preparation of a proper, well-considered plan, 

Both of these almost self-evident propositions seem to 
be disregarded by the promoters of St. Paul's Bridge 
and its road connections. As regards the first considera- 
tion the project is threatened by the horns of a disas- 
trous dilemma, If it is going to meet, as is alleged, an 
acute want, it is then certain of working havoc’ on 
the existing congested traffic which east and 
west at both the north and south sides of St. Paul’s 
Churchyard. ‘To put it briefly, Cannon Street and 
Cheapside are to be afflicted with right-angle cross- 
traffic ata point where there isso little distance between 
them as not to leave room for the usual length of a 
police hold-up on a busy day. 

If, on the other hand, we are told that the traffic 
over the bridge will be inconsiderable, why should these 
vast sums be spent upon a bridge at all? Southwark 
Bridge before it was remodelled svas but little used. It 
‘was explained that the neglect was duc to its hea 
gradients, The gradients have now been improved, 
and the horses to whom the gradient was a trouble 
have in large numbers disappeared. Why is it. still 
neglected? It is difficult to say, except that drivers 
of vans are very conseryative people. In any case the 
taboo on Southwark Bridge is very likely to act on the 
proposed St. Paul’s Bridge. Certainly the prospect 
of facing the double cross streams of traffic at the 
south-east corner of St. Paul’s Churchyard and at the 
junction of Newgate Street with Cheapside is not 
likely to be any allurement to drivers wishing to cross 
the river at_a point which is only some 300 yards 
sway from Southwark Bridge, 

As to the other axiom, it may be, of course, that the 
London County Counéil has in its pigeonholes a 
matured plan of Southwark’s future; but the public 
hhaye every reason to fear that Southwark and the whole 
urban area from Lambeth to London Bridge is being 
left to take its chance, 

All that is asked for is forethought and the assurance 
that the forethought is being exercised by competent 
persons with competent powers and a wide outlook, 
London is far too valuable for piecemeal jobbings 
when it calls for general control, 








ARCHITECTS’ ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 
‘The Annual Conference of the R.ILB.A. and the 
Allied Societies will be held this year at Oxford from 


9 to 12 July, “A preliminary programme of the arrange= 
‘ments is enclosed with this issue of the Journal. 
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Inigo Jones and the Stage 


BY HUBERT C, CORLETTE [FJ 


In the Department of Engraving, Illustration, and 
Design, at the Victoria and Albert Museum, many 
interesting drawings by Inigo Jones are now to be seen, 
‘They are from the Chatsworth Collection and have 
been lent by the Duke of Devonshire. ‘The series 
includes some work by John Webb, to whom all these 
drawings were bequeathed by Inigo Jones, his uncle by 
marriage. Through Webb’s descendants the 
to the Earl of Burlington, from whose villa at Chiswick 
they went to Chatsworth, where they have been care- 
fully preserved during some three bundred years, 
‘This year the Oxford University Press will publish, as 
the twelfth annual volume issued by the Walpole 
Society, a Catalogue Raisonné of these designs with 
fifty reproductions, ‘The drawings are interesting as 
drawings, as well as for the ideas of design they present, 
But they are also valuable for the evidence they give 
of the growth of Italian influence in England under 
James the Firt and Charis the First, These draw- 
ings are a long series of designs for masques, spectacu- 
lar displays akerthan draatie performances. The 
‘imple staging that sufficed for the great plays which 
Shakespeare gave us did not satisfy a demand for the 
essentials of a masque, ‘The drama was a play of 
action, the work of a playwright whose words produced 
the several scenes, [The masque was all a scene with 
little or no. play in action; and, except by Milton's 
tuse of jt, few words, comparatively, were required, 

drawings, then, are interesting because they 
show the developing interest in scenes as such, in the 
scenery of a theatre, and the stagecraft required to 
give it variety and value. ‘They may suggest that 
sometimes, perhaps, in a modern theatre, where the 
staging has become so important, and is now so well 
studied, the relative values of the design in stagecraft 
and that in the mind of the playwright should not 
compete too much. Ben Jonson, the playwright, 
turned his mind to the masque, Inigo Jones, the 
Painter, turned his attention to stagecraft and the 
making of scenery. And between the two there were 
scenes, because Ben the writer considered his con- 
tribution to the art of the theatre of more_intrinsi 
Value than that of Inigo the scene painter. So Jonson 
used satire to paint Jones, and Jones painted scenes 
that irritated Jonson, 

Among the drawings are designs for scenes in 
yues by Davenant, Shirley, Carew, Townshend, 
Jonson, and others. Most of them were executed 

between the years 1605 and 1638, Soon after the last 
date the theatre, in any of its forms, found little en- 
‘couragement from the extravagances of « self-righteous 
Puritanism. ‘There was evidently some need for 




















moderation, or reform, in the presentations of the 
stage. Milton, in his Comus, written between 
1632 and about 1638, seems to indicate this by his 
choice of theme, his method of handling the masque, 
and the temperate manner in which he appears to 
criticise contemporary tendencies. Nearly all the 
masques for which designs are exhibited take a 
“Triumy f some kind as their subject. Davenant 
has a “ Triumph of Prince D'Amour " and a “ Bri- 
tannia Triumphans.” Shirley has a “ Triumph of 
Peace,” Townshend has “ Albion's Triumph.” But 
there can be little doubt that Comur is a great 
Miltonic triumph ; a truly wonderful triumph of 
English thought, expressed by an English style of 
musical language rhythms not to be surpassed by any 
other forms of structural diction, 

Among the other drawings are a design by Bibiena 
for a scene representing «courtyard of a palace 
some designs for costumes; and a design for the 
Palace of Whitehall, All the designs for English 
masques appear to be the working drawings, to a 
small scale, hee the scenes actually presented. Many 
‘of them show that they were used by the scene painters 
at their work, since they carry still on their surfaces 
the old distemper used by the craftsmen in executing 
them. ‘The drawing of the Palace of Whitehall 
shows a large facade in which appear two blocks of 
building very much like the existing Banqueting Hall. 
As a drawing it is interesting, for it shows how care- 
fully the design was set out with pin pricks, and lines 
ruled, without ink or pencil, to give the centres of the 
columns of the “ Orders ” and the windows. In the 
flanking “ pavilions” the “ Orders ” are large in size 
and introduce the usual problem involved by a change 
in seale when smaller columns of an “ order ” are, as 
in this case, introduced in another part of the same 
facade or composition. Another drawing is Van- 
dyke’s portrait study of Inigo Jones himself, It is 
the fine original from which Van Voerst produced what 
is perhaps the best presentation, in line engraving, of 
the personality of the man whose designs made in the 
seventeenth century are now, by the courtesy of the 
Duke of Devonshire, to be seen at South Kensington. 























BRITISH SOCIETY OF MASTER GLASS PAINTERS. 
A joint meeting will be held by this Society and the Society 
of Glass Technology on 27 May at 3 p.m.at University C 
lege, Gawer Street, W.C.1, when the following Papers will be 
read: '*'The Decay of Window Glass from the Point of View 
‘of Lichenous Growths,” by Ethel Mellor, D-Se, ; “The Decsy 
Of Medieval Stained Glass" by Noel Heaton, BSe.; "The 
Weathering and Decay of Glass," by Prof, W. E, S. Turner, 
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Exhibition of Swedish Architecture 


BY G. G. WORNUM [FJ]. 





tis apt that this Exhibition has been organised by 
the Architectural Association, for it strikes above all 
things a note of youthful enthusiasms and ambitions. 
A great debt of thanks is due to all who have contri- 
buted to its realis 
eden. 

the Gothenburg Exhibition of last summer, and the 





n, both in this country and in 








Tt should be recalled that Sweden, though rather on 
the outskirts of Europe, has for generations been con- 
siderably at the merey of outside influences. Her 
peasant arts she has always had and still has, as well as 
her wooden houses and churches. Her buildings of 
brick and stone, however, have not been really 
national. 








A Moon. or ni 





Srapsnvs, Stocksovat 


Racwan Gsruenc, Ancurrecr, 


(In the Exhibition of Swedish Architecture at the R.1.B.A.) 


published illustrations of the new Stockholm Stadshus 
have robbed the work shown of some of its novelty, but 
of none of its interest, Such a representative collection 
of drawings, photographs, and models as the exhibition 
holds, gives us, however, a much clearer insight into the 
recent development and tendencies of the building arts 
of Sweden, and cannot fail to leave us impressed, and 
above all, stimulated, 











Holland for Jong influenced the style of her architec 
ture, and the Eastern flavour from the Spanish domina- 
tion’ of the Netherlands remains to this day in her 
buildings, with dramatic effect. many contributed a 
Romanesque style which, so suited to the severe climate 
and naive simplicity of the nation, has left its impress 
ina taste for severity and solidity. ‘The seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries swept the country with French and 
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Italian styles, and the nineteenth century found her ar- 
chitecture, as that of the rest of Europe, very much 
Without direction, 

Itis from the last quarter of the nineteenth century 
that this exhibition starts, and the work represented of 
Professor Clason, should receive first consideration. 
‘This architect is a leader (as the late Norman Shaw, 
R.A, in this country was a leader) who, by prolific 
practice and teaching, established a school of National 
Architecture. Mr. Clason restored the arts and crafts 
to their proper place in building, and made use of his 
materials and construction as features of his designs, 
His work is somewhat in the veriiacularstyle of Norman 
Shaw, taking, for instance, the city hall at Norrk6ping 
or the mansion house at Adelsniis, The scale of his 
work is especially fine. 

Count Halwyl’s Palace, designed by him in. 1895, 
shows, on the other hand, a strong Venetian Gothic 
character, Venice continues to inspire much work 
to-day in Sweden, ‘This is hardly surprising seeing that 
Stockholm its heat icity of beautiful waterways, 

Reference must now be made to Ragnar Ostberg, 
whose chief work, the Stadshus, Stockholm, is shown 
by a large scale model, photographs and drawings, All 
those who have not seen the actual building should 
be grateful for such display. This great building 
isin itself an epitome of the finest work now being 
done in Sweden. It constitutes a lasting monument to 
what can be done by beautiful craftsmanship, working 
under a master mind, 

‘This combination of such able craftsmen, painters, 
sculptors and metal workers is raising the buildings of 
Sweden to the first rank. ‘The architects themselves 
design with the sensitiveness of a sculptor. A high 
technique in planning enables them to achieve great 
dramatic effects against a background of the utmost 
simplicity. Many of these backgrounds are reminiscent 
of Krafft or Percier. The slender architecture of Pompeii 
pervades many of the designs, notably the work of 
Gunnar Asplund. ‘The work has throughout, however, 
always a touch of freshness and youth, due no doubt to 
the fact that both architects and craftsmen go back to 
original sources of an archaic period for their inspira- 
tion, rather than to antique or renaissance versions. 
‘The impulse for such retrogression has come from 
Germany and Austria, and in view of the vitality re- 
sulting cannot but be welcomed. 

A notable feature is the beautiful church work. 
‘Though several architects show a Jarge number of de- 
signs, freshness is always apparent, while mannerisms 
Gistinctly pervade the whole. ‘The churches of Lars 

fahiman are among the most interesting. His struc- 
tural forms are generally of a plastic and simple char- 
acter, dramatically setting off beautiful craftmanship. 
‘The Engelbrekt Church at Stockholm (1997) is shown 
by a very fine model. His work subsequent to this has 
been tending towards elimination and further sim- 
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icity. The scheme for the Nydshamn Church and 
Buildings is among the most interesting. 

Ivar Tengbom works in rather the same style, but 
tends a little more to the Baroque, He shows, among 
other things, a model of the Hégalid Church’ Stock- 
holm, which is extremely pleasing. ‘The basis of the 
design is Romanesque, but the result is both individual 
and national. The Enskede Church by Bergsten ix very 
much on the traditional lines of the old timber churches. 
‘The Masthugget Church by Sigfrid Ericson (of which 
there is a model) is also traditional, but more in the 
manner of the Netherlands than of Sweden. ‘The 
Saltsjobaden Church by Boberg is Byzantine in char- 
acter and contains much beautiful decoration and 
sculpture, 

Among the public buildings exhibited is the model of 
the Palace of Justice of Stockholm, by Carl Westman, a 
fine conception, beautifully balanced, simple in atyle 
and of great dignity. ‘The Academy of Architecture and 
Engineering, Stockholm, by Erik Lallerstedr, is another 
fine building, Effectively planned, and restrained in 
character, it does not, however, convincingly carry the 
style of its ornament, 

‘The Carlander-Hospital by Bjerk y 
‘model, is another important exhibit, distinctly national 
in character and finely composed. ‘The Chalmers Tech- 
nical Institute, of which there are model, photographs 
and drawings, has a very interesting lay-out, 

‘There are also models and photographs (the latter 
by Mr. Yerbury) of the Gothenburg E: 

Other exhibits range from halls and cinemas to fac 
tories and commercial buildings, 

Domestic architecture is not much represented ; the 
most interesting house is that designed by Ostberg for 
Mr. Geber. planets 

‘The Exhibition of Modern Swedish Architecture ar 
ranged by the Architectural Association in the Institute 
Galleries was opened by His Excellency Baron Palm- 
stierna, the Swedish Minister in London, on 12 M 

Mr. E. Stanley Hall, the president of the Architec- 
tural Association, who Was in the chair, expressed the 
pleasure of the Association in welcoming to this country 
the first Swedish Exhibition. The Swedish Minister in 
his address expressed his sincere regret that Sir Aston 
Webb could not be present owing fo the unfortunate 
accident he had recently sustained, He stated that the 
Swedish Royal Academy had nominated Sir Aston a 
‘Member of the Academy, and in his absence he asked 
Mr, Maurice Webb to receive the diploma for his 
father. After referring to the origin of the Exhibition 
and the close sympathy between England and Sweden 
he declared the mm open. Mr. Maurice Webb 
thanked the Swedish Minister on behalf of his father, 
and the President of the Institute (Mr. J. Alfred Gotch} 
moved a vote of thanks to the Swedish Minister for his 
sympathetic speech. A distinguished gathering was 
resent at the ceremony. 
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Correspondence 
THE R.1.B,A, AND REGISTRATION, 


9 May 1924. 
To the Editor, Jour a, R.IB.A..— 

‘Dean Sm,—You have probably seen a circular 
issued by the“ Defence League,” in which the Council 
are asked to put the following question to the Re. Hon, 
Edward Shortt, K.C. : 

“If the Amalgamation takes place, do you sce 
any possible chance of architects obtaining Regis- 
tration?” 

At my instructions this question has been put to 
Mr. Shortt, and I think his answer should be sufficient 
to convince any doubtful minds of the necessity for the 
amalgamation with the Society of Architects the 
Council are proposing 

Mr. Shortt's answer is as follows =— 

am asked whether, in my opinion, 
Amalgamation takes place, there is any possible 
chance of architects obtaining Registration, I am 
of opinion that there is more than a possible chance, 
there is a reasonable probability, with a reasonably 
good case on public as well as professional grounds, 
My opinion, of course, assumes that the proposed 
Amalgamation will be carried out, without which 
the difficulties would be very much greater. 
E, Swoxrr, 9 May 1924.” 
‘Yours faithfully, 
J. A. Gore, President RIB.A- 


COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE, COMPE- 
‘TITION. 
$ India Building, Water Street, 
Liverpool. 9 Moy: 1024. 


















KING'S 





To the Editor, Yourxst. RI 
Dean Sin—The letter of apology which Messrs, 
‘Tait and Rees have signed and with which Mr. 
Gordon H, G, Holt has asked to be permitted to 
associate himself is completely satisfactory to us. 

We accept the unreserved withdrawal of their 
charges and now consider the matter to be finally 
closed—Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) 








Hexsexr J. Rowse, 
Lions: B, Buppen. 


FRANCO-BRITISH UNION OF ARCHITECTS. 
To the Editor, Joursnt RBA. 

‘Dzast Srm,—I have to inform you that, in consequence of 
the inability of a number of our members to attend the 
General Meeting of the Union at the date previously an- 
nounced, it has been decided to postpone this meeting 
‘until the early part of October next. 

ay Ear Oe eats a 
those members (who expressed their regret at being un- 
avoidably prevented from attending our proposed meeting 








— 
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in Paris in June) to take part fn the adjourned General 
‘Meeting and the visits to buildings of special architectural 
interest in Paris, andits environs, which are being arranged 
as part of our programme by the Committee of the French, 
Seetion ofthe Union, 

e ly remind members that the chief purpose 
of the Franco-British Union of Architects is to promote 
personal friendships between French and British Archi- 
tects and to provide a common ground for the informal dis~ 
cussion of matters of mutual interest, 

Tis for this reason that formal business i limited to an. 
irreducible minimum, and that no papers are read st our 
‘meetings, the aim of the Bureau being to keep these con- 
ferences as informal as possible. 

‘We trust, therefore, that the invitation of our President, 
Monsieur Jules Godefroy, and the Committee of the 
French Commission will be accepted by a large number of 
our British Members. 

Further details with regard to the date of our meeting, 
the cost of the journey and hotel accommodation, etc., 
‘will be announced in due course, but it would be a con- 
Yenience if those who wish to attend this meeting in 
Paris would inform the Honorary Secretary of the British 
Section of their intention as soon as possible. 

Yours truly, 
(Signed) P, Cant pe Laronrarne, 
‘Secretary-General. 
(Signed) Avernun J. Davis, 
Hon. Secretary, British Section. 


Allied Society 


YORK AND EAST YORKSHIRE ARCHITECTURAL 
SOCIETY. 


‘Phe annuial meeting of the York and East Yorkshire 
Architectural Society was held in the Royal Station Hotel, 
York. ‘The chair was taken by Mr. Stephen Wilkinson, 
ERIB.A,, the president, Amongst those present were 
Messrs. J. M. Dossor (Hull), T. Snowden (Hull), 8, G. 
Highmoor, E. A. Pollard, J. 5, Syme, 8, R. Kirby, 
C.W, C, Needham, S. Needham, S, Low, T. F. Cliffe, 
A.B. Burleigh, R. Jackson, C. Leckenby, J. P. Wilde, D: 
Robinson, W. O. Noble and J, E. Reid. 

Mr. Stephen Wilkinson was re-elected president, and 
‘Messrs. J. M. Dossor and Alan E. Munby (London), vice= 
Presiden, ‘he following members were elected to serve 
fn the Cous fessrs, George Benson (Easingwold), 
it Burleigh, C.11 Channon {Makon), -D Horbros 
(Hall), R. Jackson, S.R. Kirby, Llewellyn Kitchen (Hull), 
C. Leckenby, H. Monkinan, CW. C, Needham, 8. Need= 
ham, A. Pollard (Scarborough), 'T. Snowden (Hull, J- 
Stewart Syme, Walker (Hull, 7. W. Whipp (Sear 

renty. 

‘Mr. J. E, Reid was re-elected hon, secretary, and Mr. 
A, Fallrd hon, wemarer, Mens 8G. Agha? 
and A. Cowman consented to act as hon, auditors. At the 
F it was resolved to pay visits to buildings of interest 
in the county, and to give a series of lectures by architects 
‘on popular subjects, It was also resolved to adopt a presi- 
dential badge, and several sketches were laid before the 
meeting. 
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DEPUTATION OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE R.LB.A. TO THE MINISTER OF HEALTH 


‘Mr. JOHN WHEATLEY (Minister of Health) received 
the Deputation from the Institute in the Conference Hall 
of the Ministry on 8 May. 

Mr. J. ALFRED GOTCH, F.5.A. (President of the 
Royal Institute); T have the Honour, Sir, to introduce a 
Deputation from the Royal Institute of British Architects 
and its Allied Societies, whose members cover not only 
the United Kingdom,” but the whole of the British 
‘Dominions beyond the seas. But on the present occasion 
ur point is more to emphasise the fact that we represent 
the whole of Scotland, England and Wales ; our members 
are working throughout the many districts, and are fully 
in touch with building matters in those three countries. 

‘Without any further words, Sir, I will ask Major 
Barnes, Vioe-President, to be good enough to introduce 
the subject which you have been kind enough to hear us 
on. 

‘Major HARRY BARNES (Vice-President): Mr. 
Wheitley, I am sure it will be helpful to you if I set out 
o you, very explicitly, at the outset, what it is we are 
here for. We are here to make to you two requests ; 
first of all, that if, in connection with the housing pro- 
gramme, it ia the intention of the Government to set up 
any Committees, either central or local, of a statutory or 
advisory character, upon which organised sections of the 
building industry are to be represented, we make a very 
respectiul, u very definite and strong claim that the Royal 
Institute Of British Architects and their Allied Societies 
shall have representation therean, And then, we further 
ask, whether itis 80 intended or not, that the Government 
‘will make ita condition of any grant from public funds for 
housing schemes that they are prepared by qualified 
architects, We do not pretend for w moment that these 
two requests have no regard to the interests of the 
architectural profession, but what we do contend is, 
that if they are disallowed there will be a disregard shown 
to the public interest, And we base that statement on 
this ground. You, Sir, are now engaging on a great enter- 
Prise, which is bound to have a very profound effect both 
upon the building community and the building industry. 
And we draw « distinction between those two. ‘The 
distinction is a very vital one, because their interests are 
not necessarily the same. By the building community 
‘we mean that part of the community for whom buildings 
are provided, and who, in their turn, find the money to 
meet the cost. Well, ‘Sir, the architectural profession 
stands in an unique position. It is an essential part of 
the building industry, but, in addition to that, itis that 
part of the building industry to which the interest of the 
building community is committed. ‘That, T think, is 
probably an unique position in any industry. And’ no 
Brivate pernon or public body would ever engage in any 
extensive building operations without placing their 
interests in the hands of some member of our profession. 
So what we very respectfully suggest is this = that what 
‘ho member of the Government would ever think of doing 
in his private capacity, should not be done in their 














collective capacity, that is, engage in a great enterprise 
affecting the building community and the building in- 
dustry without taking into the fullest confidence the 
architectural, profession, that part of the building in- 
dustry to which the interests of the building, community 
are committed, 

Passing from that point, I will, very briefly, say a word 
‘or fo about the Memorandum which the Royal Institute 
of British Architects had the honour to present to you 
some time ago—I think it was early in February. Since 
that time—six weeks subsequently, I think—you also 
received a report from other sections of the building com- 
munity or industry, and we are very much gratified to 
find in what a remarkable way the Memorandum which 
‘we presented to you has anticipated the conclusions of 
that later report. Tt may be very briefly put as being this : 
First of all, that the provision of houses for the lower- 
paid workers cannot proceed without assistance from 
public funds. ‘That provision should be made of a very 
high standard, not only in relation to the buildings them- 

also in relation to the whole question of their 
eral position in the area, and in the lay-out of the 
particularly building estates. ‘The third point was, that 
such prov very extended programme, 
covering a considerable number of years. ‘The fourth is, 
that such a programme, both in its initial stages and 
throughout its whole course, must take into regard the 
capacity of the building industry. And, last of all, T 
think the point was made that there should be no inter 
ference with the general programme of the main building 
industry. 

We all know how very much your interest is engaged in 
the housing of the people of this country, and we feel 
it must be a source of gratification to you that, at least 
‘on these great principles, you have the unanimous opinion 
of every section of the building industry, including that 
of the architectural profession. Well, Sir, we did not 
confine. ourselves. in that Memorandum. to those con- 
clusions : we proceeded to make suggestions. And we 
think that those suggestions do convey in themselves a 
hint of what you may expect to get from very close co- 
‘operation with the Institute. We suggested there should 
bbe an overhauling of the Housing Manual and of the 
Reportupon the By-Laws, Since they were prepared very 
extensive operations have been undertaken in connection 
with housing, and avery considerable amount of ex- 
perience has been gathered ; and we think it would be a 
Very useful thing to overhaul those recommendations in 
the light of that experience. We went on to suggest that 
the Committce which is already occupying itself with the 
price of materials should particularly concern itself with 
isolating thut element of cost in house building, That 
again is a matter on which we find ourselves in unison 
with the Report. We went on to that labour 
costs themselves should be made perfectly clear. We 
think there is a great deal of misconception on both these 
points in the public mind, and that no Committee could 
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perform more useful work thin to make it clear to the 
general public, who have to provide these houses and 
pay for them, what are the elements which make up their 
cost. 

‘That brings me to whatis the most tpart of this 
housing question, snd that is the shortage of skilled labour, 
with which the recent Report very largely concemed itself, 
Generally speaking on that Report, we are not prepared, 
this moming, to make any comments upon it, for two 
reasons : one, that you have not asked us to dos0. ‘The 
‘other is that our association with employers and operatives 
is very cordial; we have closely discussed with them 
‘matters related to this Report, and as there are certain 
points in it on which we are ‘not clear we do not think 
it is wise to express an opinion until we have had an 
‘opportiinity of conferring with them on them. On that 
T may further say that the Institute has for some tine 
now been considering very closely the question of the 
shortage of skilled Inbour, and, I think towards the latter 
Birt of last year, set up.a Committee to, enquire ito it 

You know, Sir—hobody knows better—it is a very obscure 
subject ; it rises questions of apprenticeship and dilution, 
and on these matters the Institute has received consider- 
able information from sources: which are well qualified 
to give it. But as, at the time, you were engaging the 
employers and operatives in considering this matter we 
did not confer with them, and our conference with them 
hhas been suspended on account of their negotiations with 
you. We are in the position that they have agreed to 
restime it as soon as they learn the views of the Govem- 
ment ; and we hope, before very long, to be able to present 
you, if you should so desire it, with @ considered view of 
the Institute upon this very important matter. 

‘At this moment I think we could go no further than 
Kean a the uaa ofthe interests of te baling 
fession are interests is 
community, particularly in this matter of craftsmanship. 
If there is’ one point which is left to the absolute and 
‘unfettered judgment of the architect upon building, it is 
‘the question of the craftsmanship employed, and it would 
be impossible for the Institute to agree to any measure of 
dilution which would generally lower the standard of 
craftsmanship in the building industry. (Hear, hear.) 
‘Therefore it would be necessary to consider very carefully 
any proposals made in that direction. ‘That is not to say 
‘we at all exclude the possibility of s0 grading the various 
classes of construction and the labour necessary in con- 
nection with them as to prevent s very considerable 
increase in the amount of labour required for this class 
of work. ‘There, again, that merely indicates the direc 
tion in which we think that if we had the opportunity 
we could be of service to the Government. But the 
‘question of the general services of the architectural pro- 
{ession will be raised by other members who are present 
and who will follow me. Broadly speaking, they are 
services in relation to design, and I have no doubt that 
that aspect of the case will be very corisiderably empha- 
sised. There are also services in connection with cost, 
‘and that is a matter which must be of very considerable 
importance to you. _I'do not know whether you are under 
the impression—we hope you are not, but if you are we 
shall endeavour to remove it—that the employment of an 























JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS 24 May 1924 


architect on this work is an element of increase in cost. 
Our view is the contrary, and the experience which 
architects have gathered in the pursuit of their profession 
thus enabled them to make housing a more economical 
proposition than if they were disregarded, ‘There is one 
other allusion on that aspect of the case. ‘The business 
of the architect is to get for his clients the best buildings 
at the lowest cost, and the experience of the profession 
hus, with rare exceptions, been gained under the system 
of competitive tendering and free access to building 
materials. ‘The Government has given no indication at 
all, up to the present, as to what their proposals may be : 
but I think I'am yoicing the opinion of the Institute if T 
say that the Institute would view with very considerable 
apprehension any marked departure from the system with 
which they are so familiar, 

Sir, think | have said all that has been allotted to me 
to say ; the points I have very briefly raised will be dealt 
‘with in more detail by speakers who will follow me. 

Mr, H. V. LANCHESTER [F]: 1 speak, Sir, in 
support of the pi Major Burnes has made to you, 
and T speak with some diffidence because it rather falls 
to me to voice the historic claims, as I may put it, of the 
architect to bear a part in the activities which you have 
recently taken over with regard to housing in this country. 
I must say that the architect is not solely interested as 
‘a mere matter of his pocket; he is the man who feels, 
very often as deeply as anybody, any failure oF schemes 
to make the best of our national resources. He sees, int 
his mind's eye, what could be done, and when that is not 
done he fects it just as hardly as if something had gone 
wrong in his own personal environment, I do not know 
whether itis necessary for me to make this claim to you 5 
I think that probably you are quite familiar with the 
attitude of the artist towards the rest of the community. 
‘But I do point out that the architect has been the repository. 
fof the science and art of building ever since it came into 
existence, and that itis his responsibility to show what the 
Soe erect nie 
‘points of view ; and I this -worthily dis 
these duties, ‘It is particularly noticeable that during 
these post-war developments, the architect, who was 
deliberately brought into them by the Government, hus 
done an enormous amount towards raising the standard of 
‘amenity in many of the districts where these works took 
shape. He has not only been responsible for the actual 
improvement of the plans of the buildings, which show a 
‘very great advance, but he has also, in many cases, taken 
art in consultations with the Ministry and ‘municipal 
officers as to the proper mode of siteing, arrangement and 
lay-out of places where houses for the industrial classes 
should be put, I think you will admit, Mr Wheatley, 
that in these ways he has discharged his functions fairly 
efficiently. “But we have not reached finality in these 
matters, ‘The architect has leaned a lot during this 
period ; he has, pethaps, still gor a good deal“ up his 
sleeve," and hopes to have the opportunity of making still 
further advances in regard to the housing of the people in 
the interests of the community in general. ‘The sugges 
tion has been made that some people consider the em= 
ployment of an architect more costly; but I think you 
‘will find that most level-headed business men will tell You. 
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—probably you know it for yourself, Sir, that, considering 
the quality that results from his supervision, the archi- 
fect’s building is no more costly than other buildings, and 
is probably less costly in the fact that it i skilfully and 
economically planned, without waste in any direction, 
because itis the training of our profession that its members 
should learn to plan and group, and to carry out the 
matters connected with all branches of buildings, in the 
most economical way, where economy is a desideratum, 
I would like to add that the architect has been very largely 
‘consulted in the past as to the buildings pur up under the 
national schemes, and when the public look at these (put 
‘up under difficule conditions) they receive high praise, 
and they have struck everybody as a great advance on the 
types customary before the war. Ie would therefore be a 
Yery great pity if, now that we had reached this standard 
of comfort and amenity, it were thought no longer neces- 
sary to consult the architect in conjunction with other 
parties, as to the schemes in the future. ‘There would 
besa great risk that these schemes would become mechanic- 
alised, and that they would lapse into something more 
‘resembling the monotony of pre-war days and the dulness 
of thar time. I think the result would be that those who 
‘were going to occupy these new extensions of our towns 
would feel a definite disappointment and would regret 
that they were not in the earlier group that had the ad- 
Vantage of the previous schemes. If the public got that 
feeling of discouragement owing to failure in the amenities 
and in getting the best advice on new schemes, it would 
be very disastrous to the programmes of housing in the 
future. We as a profession, apart from whatever other 
interests we may have, feel, a8 members of the Public, 

there is a great opportunity open to us to make for a 
sane and healthy and beautifal life, we are most anxious 
to have the opportunity of taking part in those develop- 
‘ments which promote that form of life, and it would be 
the greatest grief to us if we saw any failure in doing the 
‘best possible for housing in the future. 

I wish, Mr. Wheatley, to thank you very much. You 
may feel T have said many things which are in your own 
‘ind, and for that I must ask your pardon, 

Professor S. D. ADSHEAD [F.]: We have a very 
great deal to say on this subject, but I know I must be 
brief. In the first place, I do not think that you have been 
slficiently reminded by the previous speakers of what an 
incalculable debr—I say it without modesty—the general 
Public owes to architects in the matter of housing. You 
will be reminded, in this.respect, of a time some 20 years 
go, when the housing of the working classes was repre- 
sented by the * brick boxes.” which have been described 
in housing propaganda. Who was it who brought to 
bear on this question that imagination which frictified 
in an entirely new method of housing the working classes ? 

was Mr. Raymond Unwin, a member of our 
Institute and one of your officials, who with other 
achitez pressed the questa 
new 
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a5 a whole, but particularly to those architects who, 
in the early days, represented the profession in this 
respect, It would be a great pity if that close nssociation 
Of architects with the housing question were not carried 
on, In the second place, coming to more practical issues, 
architects employed by’a local authority, of even by 
the large building firms, can more effectively give an 
independent expression of the needs of their employers 
than can officials, surveyors, engineers, clerks of works, 
and other claes and professions, who, by training, have 
‘not the special qualifications of an architect. In stressing 
this point, I would remind you of what happens in the 
‘Council chamber when questions as to designs of houses 
are considered. All. sorts of suggestions come from 
dlifferent members of the Council, that are not always of 
the most harmonious kind, and usually the officials of 
local authorities—I do not say it with any kind of feeling 
against officials a8 stich—are unable, in the majority of 
cases, to take a strong stand and express with any vigour 
views of their own. ‘The result of an analysis of the 
housing schemes which haye been carried out without 
architects, would show, I think, that there is a hesitancy 
and uncertainty, a lack of harmony and of strength of 
purpose in the general design. ‘These are matters which 
are of the greatest importance in good architectural 

In the second place, little has been said as to the 
economy of utilising the services of an architect. I have 
only one argument to offer on that point: Why do our 
freat manufacturers always employ architects when they 
undertake big housing schemes ? Ihave only to mention 
the large housing schemes of Messrs. Dorman, Long & Co., 
and of Messrs. Pilkington—which was entrusted to Pro: 
fessor Abercrombie—and the great colliery schemes which 
have been entrusted to Mr, Houfton and men well known, 
in that connection, and Mr. Alwyn Lloyd, who is here to- 
day. Ifthe great business men of the country think fit to 
employ architects and not leave their work entirely to 
speculative kind of builder, surely it is evidence that it is 
‘the more economical procedure. In that connection, 1 
am reminded of a very apt story, which was told me by ay 
partner only yesterday. He was sent by a client, solely 

i A speculative builder's house, with 
view to its acquisition by his client, He went not as an 
architect but as a friend of the prospective purchaser. 
He expected to sce a small house redundant in archi. 
tectural trimmings, but, instead, he saw a sober and well- 
proportioned house. ‘And he said to the builder 
“t Surely there must have been an architect at work here ?”* 
“Yes,"" he said, “we are obliged to employ architects 
now, people will not hive houses unless they are built 
by architects.” 

Lastly, I would remind you, Sir, that when the 1923 Bill 
was in progress through the House, the Royal Institute of 
British Architects endeavoured to’ have inserted inthe 
Bill some reference to the utilisation of architects’ services, 
and a reference to the importance of architecture in con. 
nection with your great housing scheme, ‘The Labour 
Party supported a clause intended to give effect to these 
ideas and expressed the greatest sympathy with these 
views. 


Mr. LAWRENCE (President, Wessex Society of 
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Architects) and Colonel REAVELL (Northern Archi- 

‘tectural Association) spoke in support of the views of the 

previous speakers, 

CH: 1 do not know whether any other 
1 want to make any observa 








CORLETTE 


Major 0 
moment ? ‘The President of the Institute, in his opening 


intervene for one 





May I 





remarks, ssid the whole Empire is represented here, and 
T think it may bea ite to the point i] Brey state tha, 
as the representative in London of the Federal Council 
of Australian Architects, I am quite prepared thoroughly 
to endorse all that has been stated on the subject of 
housing and the necessity for architects being associated 
{n all that in done in connection with it. 


Professor PATRICK ABERCROMBIE [F.] : Pee- 
haps, Sir, you will allow me to make three points bearing 
‘on the aspect of design. T shall not speak on economics, 
but on the artistic influence which the architect brings 
to bear on the houses. "There is the design of the in- 
dividual house itself, the actual shape of the windows, bars, 
fete. You, yourself, have some connection with the pro- 
fesion of printing, and you will agree with me that» 
page can be setup to lok artic, or it can be et to 
look inartistic. So also a window may be well-propor- 
tioned or ill-proportioned, and the former without any 
‘additional cost in. production, "That is the first poi 
that the individual design of a house can be good, of it 
can be bad. We architects say further that if you get 
‘your houses properly designed you will not necessarily 
have a satisfactory scheme, for the grouping of the houses 
is a matter of the firstimportance, and it ean be done with- 
out adding to your cost ; it can be done by simple permi 
tations and combinations on one or two types ; in this 
way you can get an endless variety without adding anything 
to the cost of the houses. You can get, on the other hand, 
4 good block of four houses, and repeat it endlessly and 
lunintelligently, and that would not produce a good 
acheme, The use of the architectural eye in arranging 
the grouping produces harmony instead of monotony 
fand wearisomeness, And, finally, we say the grouping of 
blocks of houses is not sufficient ; there is the artistic 
treatment of the site-planning without additional cost. 
‘And in these three directions we feel we can give you in 
pplace of monotony, interest and harmony ; we can pro- 























duce schemes for the working classes of this country 
which will be as beautifull as any of the larger houses or 
Villa residences which their wealthier friends are able to 


provide for themselves. We do not see any reason why 
the working classes of this country shbuld not have the 
benefit of these conditions, (Hear, hear,) 

Mr. 'T. ALWYN LLOYD (South Wales) ; 1 should 
like the opportunity of saying, on behalf of the architects, 
‘of Wales, chat I desire to associate myself fully with what 
thas been’ said by my colleagues from other parts of the 
country. We have our special problems in connection 
‘with housing in South Wales coul districts, and in this 
sway, as in others, our contribution can be a very valuable 
Ane from the public point of view. Ines only mention 
the establishment of dormitory or satellite towns apart 
from existing towns and villages. 


Mr, GO'TCH : I will ask our Past-President, Mr, Paul 
Waterhouse, to say a few words. 

‘Mr. PAUL WATERHOUSE : Mr, Wh 1am 
glad Tam tobe the last speaker, because you may be bored 
by this time by hearing so often what good fellows we 
are, and tired of hearing of architects’ active contribution 
to the housing problem, But there is one little point I 
‘would like to stress, and that is the other capacity of our 
Institute. We are Royal Institute and a public body, 
Our motio is in Latin, and T will not offer a translation, 
but it has nothing to do with the protection of the archi- 
twet = it means, a I translate is, “ Comfort to the citizen 
and Benuty othe Cir.” "We hive always bean concerned. 

ite as much with the public side of architecture as with 

protection of the interests of our profession, and, if 1 
may, [ will say theee or four words to stress that, Lam 
qualified to speak not only as the predecessor of my friend, 
Mr. Gotch, but as an architect who has never carried 
through a housing acheme, and therefore 1 have had the 
‘opportunity for admiration, qualified by nothing but pro~ 
fessional jealousy occasionally, of the beauty of many of 
the housing schemes in rural districts. T do not, wish to 
dwell on a question which Major Barnes has already 
emphasised to the effect that the architect is not neces- 
sarily an engine of expense; but 1 would put what 
he and others have said in this way : that the architect 
is not a promotor of expense, but a controller of expenses, 
and I know you realise that, as well as do other people. 
But what I ask you to note, in winding up my remarks, 
tind those of my brethren, is that our Institute should, if 
Possible, have representation on the Committee ‘or 
Committees which may be set up. I think it is owing to 
Us that we should be sumongst the counsellors of those 
‘who control these schemes. 

‘Thank you, Sir, for your patience. 

Mr, GOTCH ; That, I think, includes all we have to 
say to you, Sir. 


‘The RIGHT HON. JOHN WHEATLEY, MP. 
Well, gentlemen, in the first place I want:to think you, 
and to thank you quite sincerely, for having come here 
this morning and placed before me, in the clear and under~ 
standable terms in which you have presented your case, 
‘your views on the problem with which Iam, at the moment, 
confronted, Perhaps you will allow me to refer, at the 
tet 0 the cil, which hay been leveled at me—I 
think it was in the mi lajor Barnes when he spoke— 
that had passed over the architects; that I hd not taken 
them into my confidence and counsel when considering the 
solution of the problem of providing working-class houses, 
"That arose rather from the nature of the case than from 
any lack of appreciation of the value ofthe architects, ‘The 
difficulties to be overcome were, in my opinion, those into 
which architects did not enter; I wanted to solve the 
problem of a shortage of labour, a shortage of materials, 
and a shortage of finance ; and it was therefore quite 
natural I should turn for advice to the people who provide 
the labour and the materials and the finance. One of the 
rakers—I think Mr. Lanchester—referred to the fact 
that one of the functions of the architect was to improve 
hhousing, and he said that in this respect we have not by 
‘any means reached finality, Well, gentlemen, [am in 
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whole-hearted sympathy with you 
‘said publicly that I hope the day will 
not have any "class houses ; when. 
terms of houses for the working class, fo 
or for the better class, but when we will talk in 
houses,” without any adjectives ; that we will 
whole community as having been the 

been brought up in beautiful, healt s 
fre to reach that stage, we must have architects, 

Getting down, now, to the points which you have 
before me, one of the’ points you have emphasised is 
representation of the R.I.B.A. on the Committee, 
not quite clear in my mind what the function of the Com- 
mittee will be. A report has been submitted to us which 
‘without any exaggeration the Prime Minister has de- 
‘scribed as one of extraordinary value. It is one which we 
are not committed to in any way ; we will select from it 
that which we want, and I will bear in mind, when the 
Committee is being formed and its constitution drafted, 
2OUr desire to have a place in that body which will be 
looking after housing. : 

I am afraid many of the remarks which you have 

addressed to me might be equally fruitfully addressed to 
the local authorities. After all, we are not building 
houses—the Ministry of Health’ is not—and we are 
anxious, a8 far as possible, not to interfere with the local 
authorities, because we have found from experience that 
the more we interfere with the local authorities, the 
slower is the production of houses. We want local 
authorities to be as free as possible, and therefore they 
wal be allowed a considerable amount of liberty in repurd 
Yo many of the points which you have put me 
to-day. At any rate, I hope I have impressed you with 
this: that as the Minister of Health, and as one w! 
‘Rot ceased to have that view as to what the working classes 
ae entitled to in the matter of housing which he held 
before he became Minister of Health, I hope we will not 
uve the working classes of this country housed in sheds 
and shelters in the generations to come. (Hear, hear.) 

1 am very pleased with the general outline of the plan by 
‘which we may hope to make some headway. I find you so 
much in agreement that it makes me very confident that 
We are really going to do something here, when I find all 
sections (as far us we have travelled up to now) desiring to 
contribute in an unprejudiced way—non-political, non- 
professional, non-sectarian—their help in finding a way 
ut of all the dificultes. I note thet Major Bernes per- 
ticularly, speaking on your f, recognised that we 
‘must have a contribution from the State, and a substantial 
Geutibution, to the provision of howe if we ae to get 
them at anything rents whi can 
lord to poy And T am portculy pled at yeu, 
like me, recognised that if we are to get out of our diffi- 
‘culties we must stabilise the industry, and give a long-term 
1k which will enable people t0 look 

id this building season to the years that lie before us 
ind make their building plans bigger and more comprehen- 
sive—I am not thinking of cory in building, but 
the competition between the lustry and other 
Fequitements, which usually resulted in throwing building 
‘side when something else improved. We are now getting 
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Sooper erly Gates tae 
rs 
this country not caly a a highetsendecd, bore woe 
industry year by year. We 
the capa: 





for ita in the 
haye, Corsve: So sab Sates ponoont thes 
industry, as ive pointed out, is one of 
pee cra ns. We have to increase that capacity. 
we can increase output of houses. I 
intention of interfering with other building work, and I 
announced that to the industry at the outset. I 
ips ei mec conten 
ips ei mec conten 

1 think that, nationally, we are capable of doing much 
more than we are doing. What we want is a little more 
organisation 
‘The overhauling of the byelaws I think is a matter which 
$s bang ase vou wad an fou tars beer comoe 
is beit You me you have considerit 
this problem of the augmentation of labour for a long time. 
‘There, aguin, you have a basic difficulty, and I need 
hardly tell you I will receive with gratitude any help you 
can give me, or any hint you can give me, which will 
assist us in the direction of getting more skilled labour. 

It is refreshing to get out of the atmosphere of people 
who think that we can turn any type of working man, not 
merely the tradesman type, but the physical type, on to 
‘the erection of houses. In the House of Commons they 
say here are a million men unemployed—many of them, of 
course, are women—and that all you have to do is to turn. 
on your million men, and you will have half a million 
ome Cin Stebel Caughts) 
ped at ee 
you will not get houses that way. What we have to aim 
at is to divert labour, particularly the youthful labour 
which is going into a cul-de-sac and ultimately to the 
unemployment exchange. We want to bring them into 
the more prosperous course of giving us the more essential 
things of life. We have drifted into a mess. We shall 
‘not get out of it to-morrow. All I can do is to induce the 
‘nation to turn in another direction, We are going down, 
and if I can get them to tum another way, I shall have. 
contributed my little bit. 

Lagree with you, from my limited technical knowledge 
of the housing problem, that there is no great deal to be 
got from what is called “ dilution of labour,” or the intro- 
duction of almost“unskilled labour to do skilled work. I 
think the employers themselves would find it a most 
‘uneconomical way of producing houses. But, within the 
possibilities, I hope, with your assistance and with the offer 
we have had from the building industry itself, we shall be 
























able to do something: do not see any great dificulty 
bout it, asthe year go by, in getting the labour easen 

to the providing of a decent standard of housing. I have 
never had any intention, neither had the building industry, 





‘of getting away from competitive tenders in regard 10 
house building. A great deal of criticism has been levelled 
tus arising out of the we never had that in mind, 
Ido not know how I should build houses if 1 applied my. 
political theories to building, without accepting, the 
‘competitive system, people count 

fare not enlightened enouigh to adopt the collective systent. 
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‘Some day I hope they will be. I have to take things as I 
find them. I ‘a competitive system, I have nothing 
up my sleeves in the mafer 3 T am going. out; fatly end 
‘squarely, to make the best use of the prevailing conditions, 
and in a competitive system you are better to haye com- 
petition, Except in so far as is absolutely necessary, I do 
‘not want to suspend competition in one little branch 50 
that I may benefit people who are living under’ compe- 
titive system and not the remainder of the field. And the 
same applies to building7materials, which is another 
branch of the competitive system, Suggestions have been 
made that the Government intends to limit the materials. 
used to British-manufactured materials. Here again we 
all have our different views regarding the question of Free 
‘Trade and Protection, "Even if I wanted to do it, the 
country has just yoted against Protection, Even the 
Conservative Party, which promised Protection, hua 
accepted the verdict of the country, and the country will 
Took coldly upon any scheme to bring in Protection by a 
back-door of 8 aide-door, "There would be the atrongest 
‘bjection on the ground that I think is commonly accepted, 
that the one branch of industry which ia moat suspect i 
the public mind is that branch engaged in the manufacture 
and distribution of building materials. Whether they are 
rightly or wrongly criticised I am not suggesting, ‘but the 
suggestion exists, the suspicion exists. ‘Then there is the 
doubt as to whether their resources adequate to meet 
‘Taking these things into account, 
and the Government has no intention, 
neither, aetiouly, fs the building industry itelof iro: 
‘ducing anything fn the form of protection ato the question 
of housing accommodation. 

I. do not know that there is anything further I have to 
add to what Lhave said. Lam impressed by the represen- 
tative character of the Deputation, its geographical distri- 
bution, and the reputation and influential qualities of those 

resent, [know most of you by teputation, In 
ding industry, many of your names are howschold 
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words, and I want again to assure you that I am grateful 

Fords vie which you have given to me, which cannot 
fail to impress me and be of assistance when I have to deal 
‘with housing in the future. (Applause,) 

Mr. GOTCH : I hope, Sir, you will allow me to thank 
you, on behalf of the Deputation, for the very courteous 
and’ sympathetic manner in which you have received us, 
and for your very frank and discerning statement. Tmay 
bbe allowed to add that we came here to do what we can to 
help you, and if the Royal Institute can give any assistance 
in any other direction, we shall be only too happy to do 
30. (Appliuse.) 


(The Deputation withdrew.) 





‘The deputation consisted of the following representatives 
ofthe RIBAS re Eine eens 

"The Preiident RBA. (Me 
Waterhouse (Pause President R. 


Hovstxo Costrrn oF nin R.LBA. 

Mr. Henry V. Ashley, Major Harry Barnes (Vice-President), 
Mu Walter Gave MeL Ge G. Laven (oer at ake 
Wenex Society of Architece), Mrs Horace Cubitt: Mr. G. 
Leonard Etkingwon, Mr, W, G. Hunt, Me Herbert A. Welehy 
MiG. B, Wileos, Profeng 8.19. Adah Mr W. 

Mr, FM. Elgood, Me. H. V, Lanchestet; Sie Ay 
Brumwell Thomas, en 





fi,Alleed Gonch), Mr. Paul 
VA). 


Paesiomrs oF ALtim Socurrins, 


Mr. J. Leighton Foursere (Devon and Sie Wan. 
Portal (aman ae of Wight). "Mr. W, Alta Joes 
(Leeds and West Yorkshire), Mr. A. J. Hope (Manchester), 
Mere Boardman (orn ana Norwit Lieut Col. @ 
(Ste i, Sugg bat, At. Nien 








(Gloucester), Nie. Stephen Wilkinson CYerk nid fast Yorks), 
Alwyn Loyd (South Wale), Mofewor Parse Abe? 
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Discussion on the Annual Report 
(Annual General Meeting, 5 May) 
MAJOR HARRY BARNES, VICE-PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIR. 


‘THE CHAIRMAN : I have now to present the report 
of the Council for the official year 1923-24, and to miove its 
Adoption by this meeting, ‘The chairmen or other repre 
‘sentatives ofall the committees whose reports are appended 
to the Council’s Report have been asked to attend, 80 as 
to be in a position to answer any questions that may be 
asked in connection with the reports, 

‘MR. WM. WOODWARD [F;]:, Mr, Vice-President 
and Gentlemen, I think that the production of the annual 
report is very useful, particularly to members in the pro- 
Vinces and in the Colonies. It also enables us to think of 
the things we have done and which we ought not to have 
ddone, and the things we have not done which we ought to 
have done, ‘*and there iso health in us,” ‘This is the 
agth year in succession in which I have had the pleasure 
of criticising the annual report of the Institute, And look- 
ing back for fifty years, which T can easily do, it appears to 
me, us I said last year, that we are rather drifting into 
dilettantism, instead of, as we ought to, into a practical 
business attitude, May I give a few examples, which are 
my own opinions, and may not be agreed to by the meet- 
ing. With rogard to the Bank of England, I do not think 
any member of the Institute, or any few members, ought 
to have endeavoured to frustrate the designs prepared by 
Mr. Baker for the Bank of England. Mr, Baker is a 
tinguished architect, he knows exactly what his clients 
desire, and we ought to leave him, without interference, to 
do what he thinks is right for the benefit of his clients 
and for the art of architecture in the City, ‘Then in regard 
to St, Paul's Bridge, how much propaganda have we read 
about St, Paul's Bridge ! Surely the advisers of the Corpo- 
tation of the City of London know what they are about ; 
they know whether the lines of the bridge are right or 
whether they are not. Atal events, unless we bring for- 
ward more practical reasons for altering the lines of the 
bridge we ought to remain silent All sorts of ideas have 
been presented to the public why that bridge should not 
bbe made on the lines suggested by the Corporation. One 
is the danger to the foundations of St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
If there had been any real danger to these foundations this 
Tnatitute should have been the first to, step in and say 
“This bridge must not go forward." For two years 
past distinguished engineers and architects have been " ex- 
erimenting ” on what is necessary to be done to secure 
the stability of the foundations of the Cathedral. T have 
endeavoured to find out exactly what those experiments 
hhave resulted in, and all that 1 can find out is that when [ 
#0 into the Cathedral, which is the finest Protestant 
cathedral in the world, I sce at the east end a forest of 
scaffolding. 1 inquire about it time after time, and I am 
told it is to see about the stability of the piers. Surely 
the time has arrived when the Institute should step in 
and say; "" What is wrong?” But, s0 far as I know, the 
Institute has done nothing. 

Waterloo Bridge. There have been all sorts of propa- 
ganda about the bridge, all sorts of efforts to make the 





























a 
of the public stand on end. ‘The last heard about it was 
that Rennie, the engineer of that fine structure, designed 





it so that if you add one foot to the width of the bridge 
you destroy its whole conception, Rennie built a beauti~ 
ful bridge for the accommodation of the public at that 
time, and it was ample for the purpose. ‘To-day we 
want more accommodation. ‘The London County 
Council properly desire to widen the bridge, and why is 
there all this talk about sacrificing the arts, and references 
to vandalism ? I believe in the opinion expressed by Mr. 
Andrew ‘T. Taylor, an architect anda. distinguished 
‘man at the London County Council, who says that if 
you stand with your back to Wellington Street, Strand, 
and look along Waterloo Bridge, as it is now, you must 
conclude that, if anything, it is too narrow, and therefore 
the widening that is proposed in the centre of the bridge 
will not be detrimental to its design, particularly as the 
two sides will be rebuilt exactly as they now are, 

A Commission of Fine Arts has been appointed and the 
public were delighted with the idea, I wish to read you an. 
extract from the Morning Post of cx March last, quoting, 
as they did, from the Burlington Magazine =" People 
rather vaguely suspected the healthiness of an organisa~ 
tion consisting in practice of a ring of prosperous and 
powerful architects and sculptors, who were to be invested 
with power to dictate which of their friends were to be 
awarded the fattest commissions, and which of their 
enemies were to be deprived of them. .... What we 
detest most in the whole scheme is the outrageous pro- 
Vision that a body so constituted, and using public funds 
‘amounting to a considerable proportion of the National 
Gallery grant, should bs empowered to increase and per 
potuate itself by its own vote.” ‘They are going to institute 
‘secretaryahip, ata coat of £2,090 year for travelling and 
other expenses. [echo every word which the Burlington 
‘Magazine said, as printed in the Morning Post. 

Why, again, did not the Royal Institute of British 
Architects step in with regard to what is euphemistically 
termed “sculpture” on the County Hall? Of all 
traveaties of sculpture, of all peculiar ideas of anatomy, 
you have only to walk round to see them at this building. 
I think the Royal Institute, the Royal Academy, and 
sculptors themselves ought to have tuken some action to 
stop this sort of work, ‘There i» another rater, af 
said last year, we ought to inquire into, viz., what the 
Office of Works is at present doing, and how much it is 
interfering with the legitimate private prictice of the 
architect. 

MAJOR H.C. CORLETTE [F : Ona point of order, 
will Mr. Woodward indicate what part of the report he is 
now discussing ? 

‘THE CHAIRMAN: I think Mr, Woodward is en- 
titled to draw attention to matters. within, reasonable 
limits, and he is entitled to deal with things which are not 
actually in the report. 

MR. WOODWARD : 1 will now speak of the London 
Society, and I-think T am justified in doing so, as the 
London Society is mentioned in this report. The offices 
of the London Society are in Abingdon Street, Westmin- 
ster, and they immediately face the Houses of Parliament 
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Have you ever heard one word from the Londan Society 
\With reference to the work, or rather the want of work, on 
the decaying ornamental parts of the Houses of Parlia- 


ment? 
‘THE CHAIRMAN : I do not like to interfere with a 
rution, but we are not entitled, as a 





time-honoured i 
society discussing our report, to etiticise the action of an- 
‘other body. 

MR. WOODWARD : Mr, Vice-President, I obey at 
once your ruling, 

‘Now I come to the legitimate partof the report, First, 
page 369. We are all sorry to see, in the obituary notice, 
that no less than 66 of our members have departed during 
the past year. We regret the death of all of them, but 
amongst them are some old professional friends of mine, 
whom I would like to mention, One is Ernest Flint ; 
others are Robert Kerr, George Lethbridge, Edward 
Purchase, and Augustus William Tanner, Tam glad to say 
that the total number of members and licentiates is about 
the same as last year. Since the last report the president 
hus nominated 19 Assessors and 22 Arbitrators—a total 
‘of 41, and T congratulate, as T think you will congratulate, 
the recipients of those crumbs that have fallen from the 
rich man’s table, 

T come now to the reports of the committees, and they 
extend from page 374 to 387.."The number of attendances 
macle at the committees is this time printed, 1 am glad to 
say. 1 find, with regret, that some of the attendances 
are very few, and I say that men, however eminent they” 
are, who consent to belong to a committee should attend 
4 reasonable number of times, and if they cannot do s0, 
they should not permit their names to be sent forward for 
election. Some of the members have not attended once, 
Thave never belonged to « committee unless I made up 
‘my mind that J should be uble to attend its meetings. OF 
‘course, we all sympathise with those whose absence is due 
to illness. But, looking through the list, [find that some 
of the attendances wre not more than 50 per cent,, and 1 
think that is not to the credit of the men who consented to 
their names being. on those committees, é 

‘With regard to the Board of Architectural Education, 
if you carefully read that report, you will find that they 
have done very excellent work ; ‘they must have worked 
very hard indeed, Tam very pleased toreadone paragraph, 
because I venture to think my suggestion made a year ago 
hhas bore fruit: "A considerable number of students 
whose work has been rejected have availed themselves of 
the opportunity of obtaining a general criticism of their 
work from the committee.” 1 know that iden of the 
Education Committee has worked well, With regard 
to the Essay Prize, 1 um sorry there has not been a better 
response to this prize, because the writing of an essay 
demands, first, a power of composition, next, terseness, 
land then the ability to epitomise. Students will 
if they read some of the volumes of the Dictionary of 
Architecture of the Architectural Publication Society, they 
Provide examples of the advantage of being able to write 
well from the contributions of Sidney Smirke, James 
Pennethorne, Philip Hardwick, and others. 

‘Town Planning. [have said.on many occasions 1 can= 
not understand what we are doing about town planning, 
‘What does it mean ? What is the result? During the war 
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We were engaging men to do certain work in connection 
with town planning because there was a great dearth 
employment. But since then what has the ‘Town Planning 
Committee been doing ? 

Now we come to the Art Committee, With regard to 
‘the attendances, Mr, Walter Cave and Mr, Winton New~ 
man attended, one 8, the other 7 times, ‘That is an exam 
to all those gentlemen who not only do not attend, 
when they do they come in a quarter of an hour or half an 
hour late, and then ask if they may be informed what has 
been going on during the last few minutes ? 

‘The Literature Committee. There is « very important 
‘matter coming under the head of this committee. ‘The 
‘Librarian is present, and you willall agreewith me that there 
is no architectural library in existence equal to that of this 
Institute, and T want to get a definite answer from you, 
Mr. Vice-President. Are we housing that library in 9 fire~ 
proof building, or are we not? If not, why not? If the 
collection is destroyed we shall always regret it; 
money will never bring it back, and I ask that serious 
attention should be paid to the provision of fireproof 
rooms for the books in our library. The other day | had 
the opportunity of seeing the drawings which had been 
presented by Mr. Adkins of the works of my old friend. 
Jumes Brooks, his designs for the Liverpool Cathedral, 
‘and very beautiful they are. Mr, MacAlister tells me 
those drawings will be exhibited soon, and I recommend to 
students the study of the drawings and of the designs. 
‘The next matter is, to my mind, a very satisfactory one, 
vie., the number of readers in the Reference Library 
during the last twelve months was 7,967, and the number 
of books on loan was 4,073. If that is not an instance of 
the value of the library, especially to students, 1 do not 
‘know one. 

Next we come to the Science Standing Committee. 
‘Very poor attendances I notice. Mr. Bagenal and Mr. 
Crompton attended the full number of meetings—8. ‘The 
Science Standing Committee und the Town Planning 
Committee come within my idea of dilettantism. I have 
never really seen any raison d’'étre for these committees, 
but here is a paragraph which atones for all: “ Cer- 
tain important points have been brought out which enable 
a clearer view to be obtained on the mechanism of tarnish~ 
ing and assistance in the choice of tarnish-resisting 
materials.” Just imagine a body of architects occupying 
their time talking about tarnishing ! But there is one good 

ing about the work of this committee, and that is 
acoustics." Mr, Keen and Mr, Bagenal have so studied 
‘the matter that, us far as acoustics are concerned, I have 
never "yin « room with such comfort as I speak in 
this new gallery. I congratulate Mr. Keen und Mr. 
‘Bagenal on the satisfactory result of their united efforts, 

T now come to the report of the Practice Standing Com= 
‘mittee, and, in my opinion, as a practical mun, this is one 
‘of the most useful committees of this Institute. Itis com= 
‘posed of practical men, and they have very important 
matters brought before them. And when [ tell you that 
my friend Atkin-Herry is chairman of this committee, you 
Will agree with me that you could not have a better ‘one. 
‘There is a possible 9 attendances at this committee ; 
and I see that certain attendances were aa follow i— 
Atkin-Berry, 9 ; Ashley, 9; Douglas Scott, 9 ; and Harry 
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‘Teather, 9. Also aman named Charles Woodward o times, 
and Mr. Max Clarke and Mr, Hunt, 8 times. Here is an 
example of what members of a committee can do who 
attend to their work. I'am very sorry to notice that the 
lack of attendance of Mr. Sydney Perks, Mr. Gilbee Score 
and Mr, Cockrill was due to illness. Me. Gilbee Scott, 
‘especially, has done good work for the benefit of the 
Institute; he has hada prolonged illness, and I 
fam sure you, with me, wish him an early return to good 
health. 

Next comes the Competitions Committee, at which 
there have been such poor attendances that T'venture to 
ass it ove 

‘And now we come to a very satisfactory part, the Hon. 
Auditors’ Report, pages 487 and 303. ‘The surplus of in~ 
‘come over expendicure is £1,496 16s, 114. a a 
purplus in aoa of £ia73 7a: id a dilfercnce in our 
favour of £333. You willy I think, all agree that 1s a very 
satisfactory state of things, Let me quote a few words 
from the report of the hon, auditors, Mr. Stephen Ayling 
and Mr. Hutchinson. ‘They say ‘' the funds of the Insti~ 
tute have been carefully and wisely administered, and 
‘great care has been taken to effect due economy where 
Possible, without detriment to the business objects of the 
R.LB.A,,” and the thanks of the members are due to 
those officials who, very evidently, have the best interests 
of the Institute at heart. 

‘We now come to the statement of the finances of the 
Institute, signed by our chairman, Major Harry Bares. 
He says—and L ask you to read this report in its entirety— 
that We may confidently anticipate a surplus of over £600 
‘on the year’s working. 

T now come, very properly, to the last of my obser= 
vations, and that is with regard to the Institute Sta, 
T consider this an important part of our business to- 
night, We know that if you pay your employee well, as a 
rule he will work for you well, and that, 1 um sure, applies, 
‘with the greatest force, to the staff of the Royal Institute. 
We have'a total staff of 20, and, if you will permit me, 1 
will just read out to you the names and the length of 
service. I'start with Mr. MacAlister, who has been with 
tus 16 years, Mr, Rudolf Dircks, our librarian and editor, 
huts been with us 314 years. T now propose to reduce the 
salary of Me. Dircks by the sum of £100 per annum, and 
Tam going to allow the resolution to lie on the table until 
this time next year unless he resumes the pagination of 
the Jounsat at the top instead of the bottom of the pages 
And puts the date on every page, Laughter.) We often 
think of Mr. Northover and Mr, Tayler in looking back on 
the past, Mr, Godfrey Evans, Assistant-Secretary, has 
heen with us af years; Mr, Haynes, the Secretary of the 
Board of Architectural Education, a} years; Me. Baker, 
the chief clerk, a3} yearns; Mr. Spragg, the senior 
clerk, sol yews; Mr. Steel, AssistanteLibrarian, ait 
years, Mr. Neville 4 years, Mr, Williams ® years, ‘Mr. 
Dorrington 2} years, Me, Sullivan 7 years Se. Laz 
Ay. year, Mr." Billingharn 1}, Mr,"‘Scorer 61, 

ss Davis 17) years Mion Mann, Amitant. Sec: 
retary to the ‘A.B.S, and to. the Editor, 2} years; 
Mis Odd, a} years, Miss Harwood 14" years, and 
Serg, Withall 4 years, " [believe 1 am stating @ fact when 
Taay that not one of thote gentlemen and 
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shilling for working overtime. You know that the hours 
‘of workers in trades are very different from that. Recently 
L went to the Institute at nine o'clock p.m., and Mr. 
Baker was still working in the office, T am told it is com= 
man for the staff to work two to four hours extra each 
night, and without a single addition to their salaries, I 
think you will agree there should be some provision made 
for that, T can look back fifty years and appreciate the 
enormously increased work of the Institute and of the 
various committees, If the members of the staff did 
not work overtime you would have to increase the 
number, and that would mean a total increase in the 
salaries paid, In various parts of the kingdom there is 
apportioned to staffs what is called a" bonus," but I am 
‘not sure whether that system works well. if you once 
institute a bonus you must go on with it, and if you do. 
that there may be some jealousy as to the way in which 
the bonus is allocated, “I am sure the chairman of the 
Finance Committee will give the matter his serious con- 
sideration, Some of the salaries which are on my list are 
by no means sufficient for the work they represent, expe- 
cially bearing in mind the overtime. One example is that 
of Mr, Evans, Assistant-Secretary, whose work, you will 
agree, ig not adequately remunerated by the £375 per 
annum he receives. I think you could get over the diffi- 
culty by having: a percentage increase of salaries, that is a 
Aefnite proportional increase, according to the salaries 
received. 

My last few words are about our President. Lam one of 
those who say that the proof of the pudding is in the 
eating. Lam something of a gastronomist, and the half of 
the pudding [have consumed has been very nutritious and 
catily digested. We Sate eet Fal oe eae 

iding to consume; and, judging by our experience of the 
Frschall'we sll apes that the Bectdenssl nadaing ne 
been a remarkably good and satisfying one, and when Mr. 
Gotch leaves the chair at the end of his term, he will do 
so with as much éclat as that of his predecessors, 

THE CHAIRMAN : The meeting is now open for 
further discussion, and questions can be addressed to the 
chairman of any of the committees. 

MR.W.R.DAVIDGE [F') ; Teongratulate Mr. Wood- 
ward on the 29 yeurs in which he has successfully main- 
tained the standard of criticism, and on the freshness 
NE OS ee 3 eat oat We 
‘can pardon a few: ions in the early part of the speech, 
‘because when he has spoken on so many occasions one must 
look further afield for fresh matter. Mr. Woodward's 
speech, though very pleasing, is not real criticism. He has 

jossed over such points ax wanted pulling together, and 
if there is criticism from the sme quarter each year there 
isa risk of glossing over the points which matter, Iam 
with Mr. Woodward in his commendation of the good 
work done for this Institute by the staff, and x proper 
payment should be made for the very valuable services 
rendered by them. We ought to be able to find some 
‘means of reducing the overtime Mr. Woodward speaks 
‘of, for no payment can be adequate for the work put into 
it, seeing that it deprives the members of the staff of their 
evenings. If the work demands it we should have further 
assistance. Tam delighted to see the report is so satisfac~ 
tory this year, so that there is practically nothing which 
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‘one can find fault with at all. On this occasion, therefore, 
I feel with Mr. Woodward in nine-tenths of what he has 
said, 

I should like to ask the chairman of the Finance Com- 
mittee what becomes of the surplus mentioned in the're- 
Port, whether it goes into the general surplus of £1,496, 
us it does not appear in the assets. Presumably it goes to 
the banking account, but I should like to have further 
information on that point. 

With regard to Mr, Woodward's general criticism of 
‘what has been left undone which ought to have been done, 
I think his suggestions are a little dilettante in places, 
particularly when he suggests dealing with certain scul 
‘tures which ought to have been criticised ten or twelve 
years ago, when they were int put up if they were to be 
criticised at all, And he was not quite direct in his charges 
{5 to the things which ought to have been done by the 
Council and were left undone. 

I feel that Mr. Woodward is quite right in expressing, 
ur thanks to the Insitute, and the Coun parca, 
for the valuable work done an our behalf, Another 
thing is the great change which is coming over the 
Tnatitute; I suppose we shall have a special meeting 
to discuss that presently. Most important work has 
been done on the subject which has occupied us and 
which the profession has talked about for years— 
namely, the question of amalgamation, I hoped that Mr, 
Woodward would have touched upon that most im- 
portant matter, but pechaps a lite Inter we shall have the 
Opportunity of discussing it. Whatever the outcome may 
be, the Institute as a body would wish to conve thanks: 
to the Council and the members of the committees who 
have given their time so freely on our behalf. 

‘THE CHAIRMAN ; I will set » good example to the 
chairmen of the other committees in answering the ques 
tion which has been addressed to me. I have prepared 
myself by having present our accountant, Me. Saffery, 
who can tell Mr Davide what takes place in regard 0 
the surplus at the end of the year. 

MR.SAFFERY : The surplus has been used in helping 
to pay for the structural alterations. If ithad not been for 
‘that surplus you would have had to borrow money. It 
Appear inthe Pramies Account in the ances, 

ihe amount paid for structural alterations this year was 
£.3¢0, an his purus has enabled you, with the money 
SWhich you had at the beginning of the year, to pay for 
those alterations. 

MR. W, I. TRAVERS [F.]: Would it be possible, in 
connection with the National Housing, to be told whether 
the committee have taken any steps in regard to the fees 
for architects ? 

MR. WELCH : Is it your intention to take the report 
‘of each committee separately or en bloc? 

"THE CHAIRMAN : [think i wil be best to take the 
reports separately. 

MAJOR CORLETTE : 1 would like to say a word on 
the work of the Literature Committee. Ir is impossible to 
say anything on behalf of the Literature Committee with- 
‘out regretting the loss of our chairman, Mr. Ward. We 
have already mentioned that as 9 committee, and the 























‘Council has done s0 too. His absence is the reason of my 
being here to-night in his place. 

‘Mr. Woodwatd tells us this is the twenty-ninth year in 
which he has spoken to us on the report, and T echo what 
‘Mr. Davidge said in expressing the hope that he will 
speak for possibly another twenty-nine years. But I would 
like to suggest that Mr. Woodward should occupy some of 
the time of the next twenty-nine years in endeavouring to 
come up to date. He referred ‘to the use of the annual 
reports to the provincial and Colonial members, I would 
remind him that the Allied Societies in the Colonies are 
a very small proportion of the Allied Societies which are 
attached to this Institute ; and I would like to suggest, 
with all due deference to Mr, Woodward, that the greater 
number of those members abroad are not in the Colonies 
but in the Dominions, and there is. much difference be= 
tween the two, I say that because it ia my fortune to repre= 
sent in some capacity the Federal Council of Australian 
Architectural Societies here. Mr. Woodward made a point 
‘about the committees’ attendances which might be 
referred to, especially in connection with the Literature 
Committee, ‘Turning to the list of attendances on the 
Literature Committee, I will take merely three instances, 
‘There is much to be said in excuse for the small atten= 
dance in each of those three cases. Mr. Briggs has attended. 
twice ; he isnot only a member of the Literature Standing. 
Committee, he is HM. Inspector of Technical Schools 
‘under the BoardofEducstion,and he hus great deal of very 
important work to do. Mr, Stanley Hall has attended only 
‘once ; he has been President of the Architectural Associ- 
ation during the past year. Professor Hubert Worthington, 
hhas attended once only, but he comes from Manchester, 
and he is Professor at South Kensington. To criticise 
attendances of men like that is, I think, rather beside the 
point, In the ease of many men who are members of these 
committees it is often sufficient if they attend once or 
twice, beciuse the opinion of such men on important 
matters which come up, even if we can only have it once 
fr twice in the session, ja well worth haying, and we can. 
‘excuse their absence at other times. Not many crumbs 
fell to the Literature Committee from Mr. Woodward's 
table, but ws are thankful for the approval he was able to 
sive our work, 

He raised one very important point, and that was 
with regaed to the Library. What he’ said about the 
position of the library among the Architectural Libraries 
of the world is quite true. I do not suppose that 
this assertion will be questioned. ‘The point he raised 
about fireproof conditions is one we have very much 
at heart on the Literature Standing Committee. It has 
been referred to the Council for many yearn past, and 
there are or have been many reasons why the Council 
‘could not tackle the difficulty and solve it at once. ‘This 
session, however, we sent the matter upagain, ‘The Council 
realise that the risk to the whole Library is so great that 
itis time some strenuous effort was made to correct the 
situation. I'may go so far as to say that the Couneil 
pointed a strong committee, called, I think, the Premises 
Committee. I think it may mean that before very long 
you will have to consider whether you ean protect 
your Library sufficiently in the premises you have, ot 
Whether you cannot. ‘That will mean considering the 
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question of new buildings, cither here or somewhere 
else, tecause the Library is a responsibility not on the 
shotilders of the Council, but on the shoulders of the 
‘whole body of the Institute, and it will be put to you to 
contribute if necessary towards providing a satisfactory 
building to ensure extreme precautions as to safety. 

I should like to defend my friend the Editor 
on a matter which Mr. Woodward _ mentioned. 
Mr. Woodward made a proposition with regard to 
the pagination of the Jourxat. It would be just 
fas well if questions of pagination were referred to the 
Literature “Standing Committee, because I think 
Mr, Dircks would be right in secking some reference 
behind us, although he is Editor and is responsible 
for the excellent form in which the Journal is sent out 
10 us. 

Mr. DAVIDGE:: Is the value of the books included 
in the assets ? 

‘Phe CHAIRMAN : Ni 

Mr, DAVIDGE : What is the value of the books ? 

Major CORLETTE ; It runs into, I think, a sum of 
something like £25,000, 

Mr. DAVIDGE : Whit amount are they insured for ? 

‘The SECRETARY + £30,000. 

Mr. M, 8, BRIGGS [F.] : The question of the storage 
of the Library hus been, to my knowledge, discussed for 
ten or twelve years. Bound up with it ix also the question 
of shelf accommodation, which is not sufficient for the 
books which are in the Library, ‘There are many which 
require « proper home, and_s0 the question in not only 
that of protection from fire, but also proper accommoda- 
tion for the books, 

Mr, C. W. LONG [F]: 1 think this matter should 
he taken up during the coming session. ‘The value of 
the books may be £100,000, and we are told they are 
insured for £30,000.” I do not think these are very good 
figures, especially if it came to a question of the books or 
the buildings being destroyed. If we claimed the sum 

f £30,000 we should only receive a proportion, accord- 
ing to the premium, It ahould be the very early duty of 
the Council to ascertain the value of the books, and to 
insure them for their approximate valuc, which seems 
to be considerably more than the figures which have been 
quoted to-night. 

‘The CHAIRMAN : ‘The matter is receiving the serious 
attention of the Committee which has been appointed to 
deal with it, and to which Major Corlette has referred, 
You may rely that a very definite proposal will be laid 
before a meeting which will involve either the rebuilding 
of our present premises, or our removal. Perhaps the 
meeting will agree to let the matter rest there for the 
moment. 

Mr, W. E. VERNON CROMPTON [F], speaking 
of the work of the Science Standing Committee, said : 
T suggest that Mr. Woodward is not so. thoroughly 
Acquainted as he might be with the work of the Science 

ing Committee. With regard to the sentence 
which he read, I have no doubt it is common knowledge 
‘with the members to what this refers, but I might remind 
























































‘THE ANNUAL REPORT 481 


him that a number of years ago it appeared to the Science 
Standing Committee that something should be done in 
the nature of research to stop the untidy oxidation which 
‘occurs in such fittings as we have in this room—brass, 
bronze, and other metal fittings ; and after pressing the 
Council for some time, we at last got them to agree that 
it was a matter of importance. As a next stage, the 
Institute put the matter before the Advisory Committee 
of the Privy Council for Scientific and Industrial Re~ 
search, and we managed to convince them that it was an 
important matter, with the result that research is being 
carried on now, at an expenditure of £800 a year, It is 
hoped that inthe near future some method may be 
devised for brass and similar metals, whereby oxidation 
may be prevented. With regard to acoustics, a good 
deal of very valuable work is being done at the present 
time at Acton, and I think the initiation of that work can 
be pur down, to no small extent, to the Science Com- 
mittee working through the Institute and. thence on 
towards the Privy Council Committee to which I have 
already referred, A letter was written to The Times the 
other day in which the view was expressed that architects 
knew nothing about acoustics and that defective acoustics 
in buildings were due to our inadequate knowledge of the 
science. ‘This was a matter I tried to put right in a 
subsequent letter, It is the common view of the public 
not that scientific matters should be dealt with by scientific 
‘men alone, but that architects are responsible for the lack 
‘of such knowledge. One of the main objects of the 
existence of the Scienice Committee is to get the acientific 
power and knowledge of this country applied better than 
it has been hitherto in tackling the problems which are 
40 essential to the matters in which we are concemed day 
after day, 

Mr. W. H. ATKIN-BERRY [F), speaking as Chi 
man of the Practice Standing Committee, said: Wi 
regard to the architects’ fees under the National Housing, 
Scheme, that matter is still before the Practice Com- 
mittee. "I am meanwhile not in position to answer the 

















is room and saw Mr, Woodward 
hhere I tried to recall for how many years he has criticised 
the annual report. I thought it was about thirty years ; 
hhe has told us it is twenty-nine. Ido not share Mr. 
Davidye's view ths for one person always 
to discharge that di think Mr, Woodward has done 

0 efficiently and entertainingly ail these years that we 
shall welcome his doing it for even another twenty-nine 
years. When he was speaking I begun to tremble as to 
‘what he would say about the Practice Standing Com- 
mittee, T can only say as regards the body of that Com= 
mittee that the kind things he said were well deserved. 
He said some kind things about the Chairman personally, 
which I am afraid were not 20 well deserved We 
much appreciate his kind remarks, 

T want to ask you to allow me to call special attention 
to the report of the Committee on what is termed  Pro- 
fessional conduct,” Tis very disconcerting on that Com= 
mittee to find how frequently we receive complaints of 
breach of professional conduct and professional etiquette. 
Tt seems to me that the frequency is increasing, and 1 
cannot help feeling that the standard of honour, and of 
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etiquette and of courtesy is deteriorating, and that itcom~ 
pares unfavourably with what it used to be not very long 
ago. Such breaches, I think, cannot but reflect adversely 
upon our profession in the eyes of other professions, who 
are very strict in theit regard for matters of professional 
etiquette, and T think it must also lower us in the eyes of 
the public. | T speak feelingly upon the subject, not only 
from what has come before our Committee, but also 
from what I know personally, and 1 ehink I may venture 
to aay that there are others in this room who can tell 
of cases which have not become public, Moreover, 1 
hhave myself been a victim. I think that the Institute 
should make it known to the body of members that such 
derogatory, and thit there should be a protest 
One finds architects accepting commissions 
involving stepping into the places of living architects— 
‘will not use the word "supplanting ” them, though per- 
haps I might do that—atepping into their places, making. 
additions and alterations to the work of those architects, 
sometimes actually palling down their work, demolishing 
it entirely, and erecting something different in its place, 
sand doing this without a reord of communication swith the 
‘authors of the original building. 1 do think itis time that 
this Institute made it known that that cannot be allowed. 
It isnot fair. Then on the question of advertising. 
We have received some very unpleasant complaints 
Against members of the Institute for advertising, and my 
‘Committee are very carefully consi wuestion. 
{cis difficult one when you come to grips with it. Tt 
is easy to differentiate between the two extremes : on 















































the one hand x proper and dignified recognition of an 
architect's work, and at the other extreme a vulgar 
trade-like advertising which, 1 am sorry to say, ia being 


carried on by some members of this Institute. ‘That ia a 

subject on which I think you will hear more from the 

Practice Committee, 1 wish on this occasion to draw 
In the first 


attention to these two matters, 

Now I pass to pleasanter subjects lace, 
under the head of “ attendance of members,” I should 
like to pay a tribute of appreciation, particularly to our 
provincial members. ‘They come long, distances, and if 
‘you will look at the attendance list you will see how well 
they have attended the meetings. Mr. Teather, who 
comes from Cardiff, has attended all the meetings. Mr, 
Grayson, from Liverpool, seven out of nine, Mr. T. R. 
Milburn, from Sunderland, four, and Mr. Francis Jones, 
from Manchester, three. ‘They are a most valuable asset 
to our Committee, and they bring to us help in matters 
affecting provincial practice with which we are not 
familiar in London. 1 wish to say how cordially we 
welcome their attendance and appreciate the valuable 
‘way in which they help us, 

‘Now just a few words on the question of the staff, a 
subject Mr. Woodward referred to. After some interval 
of absence from the Practice Committee, I find that an 
innovation has been made by which we have the benefit on 
that Committee of the help and attendance of Mr. Evans 
and Mr. Spragg, and I cannot speak too warmly of the 
great value which they have been to us. I think it is 
4 splendid inst that those two members of the 
staff should have been allowed to give us their assist- 
ance, 
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‘The CHAIRMAN: Mr. Welch, T think you have beet 
connected with the fees in connection with the Housing 
Scheme. 

Mr. HERBERT A. WELCH: ‘The Housing Committee 
of the Institate have the matter of fees at present under 
consideration, and they are on ‘Thursday meeting Mr. 
Wheatley, the Minister of Health, to discuss the whole 
matter in its broad aspect—not only fees, but housing 
generally, Further than that I cannot go wntil after the 

tation has been received. 
ir. WILFRED I, TRAVERS [F.]: The Bill was passed. 
48 year ago, and certain members of the Institute know 
‘what the feesare under that Bill, ‘There is an old Ministry 
Memorandum, which the profession does not consider 
‘Rood enough, and there are the fees given in the Kalendar, 
which the Institute thought good. ‘The Institute has 
not made any ruling as between the two, and many of us 
re in a difficulty in the matter. tis not the scheme which 
coming on under the new Bill that T am asking about : 
itis the one passed about « year ago. 
‘The CHAIRMAN : Under the 1919 Act the Govern: 
it werw carryings the thick end of the stick : the line 
bility of the local authority was limited, therefore the 
Government claimed to have something to say on all the 
elements of cost, including the architects’ fees. But under 
the 1933 Act, the one to which Mr, Travers refers, the 
liability of the Government was limited, nnd therefore 
they did not consider the question of cost; that fell on 
the local authorities, and for that reason, T suppose, there 
hhas been no scale issued by the Government, and no 
ition has been taken on their part, Mr, Travera’s point 
is that the Tnatitute has not act itself to devise a scale to 
meet the conditions of the 1923 Act. 

Mr. TRAVERS : 1 was told, four months ago, that 
the Institute Committee was considering it, anid we are 
waiting for the results of that. 

‘The CHAIRMAN: 1 can supplement what Mr. 
‘Welch said, that the matter has been receiving very close 
attention, and the new scale is in draft. ‘The members of 
the Institute will ahortly be putin possession of it. “That 
is the position. 

‘Mr. W. R, DAVIDGE [#1] : Te was not passed a year 

‘really about nine months. 
Mr. WELCH: Ax Chairman’ of the Competit 
Committe, Ihave afew words 0 say: 
will preface my rema general appeal to the 
Council. "That i, that in consideration of this Annual 
Report, which, I think, should be considered 
vital thing in the well-being of our Institute, an attempt 
ould be made to obtain the attendance of the Chait= 
man of other responsible official of each of the Com- 
mittees whove reports are dealt with at some length, so 
that they may make a general statement of interest t0 
members, “The meeting to-night is sparsely attended, 
and certain reports will have to be parsed over with 
little oF no consideration because there is no. sponsor 
‘present for them, An attempt was made some years ago 
to got responsible members of the Institute to take on 
that work. 

‘There have been nine meetings of this Committee 
since our last general meeting, and in speaking on this 
report I have the distinction that I have no comments 
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from Mr. Woodward to reply to—he passed us over 
silence, and to that extent I thank him, T have 
dured him for a part of the 29 years to which he has 
referred, and I hope to endure a few more years of him in 
that capacity. Lam sure members will continue to enjoy 
his presence and that urbanity whichis so charactritie 
Since our last report to the general body we have had 
under consideration 31 competitions, of which number 
x6 have been banned owing to the refusal of the promoters 
0 observe essential clauses in. the R.I.B.A, Regulations, 
‘The consistent policy of the Committee is constructive ; 
wwe endeavour to the fullest extent to get the promoters of 
competitions so to. amend conditions as to bring them into 
line with our regulations, and we recommend the Council 
to veto a competition only as a last resource, 1 contend 
that if our work is to be usefull and helpful to members of 
the profession, promoters must be got to work along theve 
lines. It is easy to say that members of the Institute will 
not take part when conditions are defective, but the better 
policy is to get the conditions amended. "In five cases 
‘We have succeeded in getting satisfactory amendments 
conditions originally drawn by promoters. Of the 
mainder, conditions for seven, competitions were aub- 
‘mitted. to, the Committee for its consideration and ap- 
proval prior to their being entered into, ‘That is moat 
Autisfuctory and important, ‘This Institute is at long last 
being recognised by promoters as the body to approve 
conditions before they are published, which it we 


























have been striving for for many years, and, by easy stages, 
‘We are getting there, We shall succeed, in due course, 1 
think, in getting all local authorities to submit to us, for 


‘ur consideration and approval, such conditions as they 
draw up without the aid of assessors, before competitions 
tire launched. We have bad under consideration the 
revision of the existing Regulations, to which end pro- 
Totals were recently laid before the weneral body of the 
eaiste and were unanimaunly approved. | With regard 
to juries in connection with the new Regulations, very 
considerable attention was paid to the desirability, or 
otherwise, of juries in liew of the single assessor, and 
after very minute thought and consideration from every 
aspect of the case, we felt we could not recom- 
‘mend to the Royal Institute that they should drop thi 
single assessor system, and substitute for it juries. We 
felt there were serious objections, particularly from the 
Promoters’ point of view. ‘There have been unsatisfactory 
awards by juries, just_as with single assessors, and 
therefore the jury. system is not the cure for all these 
ills. We felt, while leaving the conditions open to pro- 
‘moters. to appoint juries if they so desired, that we could 
‘ot insist upon their appointment. 

. Town-planning competitions have been under con 
sideration. ‘The ‘Town Planning Committee of the In 














stitute have in preparation a set of Regulations governing. 
<empetitions of this kind, which should shortly be com- 
leted. 


With regard to the Cairo Palais de Justice competition, 
the conditions were much at variance with the Regula 
tions governing international competitions. In our 
efforts to persuade the Egyptian authorities to revise the 
conditions, we were supported by the French and 
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American societies, but unfortunately we did not succeed 
tnd the competition was banned. Under these circum- 
stances it is particularly regrettable that the competition 
‘was won by a member of the French Institute. ‘The 
Committee has presented a report to the Council, re- 
questing that representations be made to the French 

‘ety, and this the Council has undertaken to do, in 
‘order to strengthen the unification of action and discipline 
in international competitions. 

On the conduct of certain members regarding the 
award in a recent competition, the Committee requested 
the Council to take action with the members in default, 
and Tam happy to state that full justice has been done. 
Such matters ure extremely delicate and difficult to deal 
with. Mistakes will, I fear, be made from time to time 
giving cause for complaint, but I think it is very un- 
desirable that such complaints should be made directly 
in the public Press, which, I think you will agree, is not 
the right place, expecially in the frst instance, for the 
ventilation of such complaints, Better results will, 1 
think, be obtained by placing the matter before the 
Competitions Committee of this Institute, who will 
investigate each case and report to the Council, and it 
is hoped that justice will result. ‘There will probably 
be disappointments, but even so this course is, T think, 
by far the better one to follow, We are desirous that 
these matters should be dealt with in a constitutional 
manner, in the hope that, so01 
that full measure of justice whi 
‘who considers he has been unjustly treated. 

In conclusion, on, behalf of the Committee, 1 thank 
sincerely the Hon, Secretaries who have given so freely 
of their time and ability to this work. ‘There is much 
correspondence and work involved in the di 
sideration of conditions for these competition 
to ascertain if they agree with the requirements of the 
Institute Regulations. Most competitions have some 
peculiar local circumstances affecting them, and fre- 
Aaently itis impomible to get such conditions exsctly 10 
coincide with our own Regulations, because of these local 
citeumstancen, Mr, Ashley and Mr. Ansell have very 
rarely been absent from the Committee, and the pro- 
festion owes to them a debt of gratitude for work admir= 
ably done, 

Lastly, I would like to add my tribute to the assistance 
received from the staff of the Institute. 

‘The CHAIRMAN : ‘There is one matter in the Report 
which has not been dealt with, and that is the Report of 
a Committee which ix not allowed to speak for itvelf— 
the Finance Committee, _Itis necessary to bring auditors 
to speak for them to certify that they have done their work 
Well und correctly. We have the auditors’ certificate, 
and therefore we can face you with complacency, Mr 
‘Woodward has told you we have saved £600 this year, 
and he his proceeded to impress upon us the necess 
of increasing payments to our staff, I can asstire Mr. 
Woodward and Mr. Davidge that the recommendations 
made by Mr. Woodward, which, I think, received the 
general assent of this meeting, will be brought to the 
Hotice of the Finance Committee, Members of that 
Committee, in common with members generally, have 
no desire to overwork and underpay the staff, and between 
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now and the next gerieral mecting, probably earlier, T 
think T may promise, on behalf of my colleagues, that we 
will go very closely into the matter of the hours worked 
and the pay, always bearing in mind what Mr. Davide 
very properly pointed out, that no amount of pay ean meet 
the undue exactions of work. 

‘And I would say two other things. I think Mr, Welch's 
criticism of the lack of attendance of the Chairmen of 
Committees would have been better directed at my 
inexperience in handling this meeting ; I did noe realise 
that my duty was to present each Report separately and 
task the respective Chairmen to speak upon it. But of the 
cight Committees you have here to-night, you have five 
Chairmen, and of the other three Committees the Hon. 
Secretaries are present, and on their Reports no com= 
‘ments have becn made. If there had been comments, 
those Hon, Secretaries would have been prepared to deal 
with them, 

“he last thing is, 11 may be allowed to do s0, temper 
‘8 litte the gloom which, T thought, characterised the 
Speech of the Chairman of the Practice Committee. Ido 
not think I would like his words with regard to 
fessional conduct to appear upon our, records without 
something being said to temper them, The Chairmen of 
all the Committees are, during the year, concentrating 
their attention on specific aspects of the work of the 
Inatitute. We are to-night in general meeting, and have 
to see the whole af our work in its due proportion. Iv is 
‘not unnatural that each Chairman may get, perhaps, 
little out of balance with the particular branch of the 
Inatitute's work which he is doing. A Chairman of 
Quarter Sessions is not likely to take 4 very rosy view of 
human nature; and the Chairman of rhe Practice 
Committee, amongat the other. valuable work he has 
to do, has to ait upon a kind of Criminal Court of 
the Inatitute, and upon his mind is concentrated the whole 
of the Institite’s questions bearing on these matters, and 
it is not unnatural that at. times he should be rather 
inclined to take w gloomy view in this respect, But he 
did not intend it to go out that we had in our profession a 
arer percentage than in other professions of people who 
do not come up to the high standard which we associate 
with professional life, And T think it is the ease in 
Feqard to professional conduct, as well as in regard to 
Competitions, that it is the growing intensity of our 
application to these questions at.the present time that has 

into prominence ; and that as in practice 

‘we are insisting upon a growing standard 
in this matter, 40 we seem to be facing an undue number 
‘of cases. I trust that with the united profession which we 
, the clearer definition ofthe satus and 
Hitects in private and public practice wil 
id dimninution in the number of cases of the 
to, 
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If anyone wishes to put questions to the Finance Com= 
mittee, Lam prepared fo answer them, If not, T ask you 
fo vote upon the resolution ¢ "That the Report and 
‘Accounts for the year 1923-24 be received and adopted.” 

Carried unanimously. 

move that a hearty vote of thanks be accorded to Mr. 
R. Stephen Ayling, Fellow, and Mr, C. E. Hutchinson, 
‘Associate, for their services as Hon, Auditors during the 
past year. 


git; ARTHUR KEEN (Fon. Sorta): 1 second 

it with the greatest possible pleasure, and 1 hope we 

Shall'have the services of these two gentlemen for the 

coming year in the same capacity, if they will both serve, 
Carried by acclamation, 


‘Mr. WOODWARD : May T correct a serious omission 
fon my part? It is because T see him so frequently and 
like him so much that I forgot to name Mr, Arthur Keen, 
‘our Hon, Secretary. ‘The work our Hon, Secretary docs 
‘we all know, and I'am sure we are delighted to sce him 
here again as our Hon, Secretary, and | hope he will 
remain in that post for many years to come, 

‘And Tam sure you will all agree with me when 1 say 
how doeply we regret the serious accident which has 
befallen our Past President Sir Aston Webb, and 1 arn 
sure it is the feeling of this meeting that the hope should 
bbe conveyed to Sir Aston that he will soon recover and be 
‘with us once more. 


‘The CHAIRMAN : I move that Mr, Ayling and Mr, 
Hutchinion be nominated as Auditors for the coming 
year, 

Mr. WATSON : I second it. 

Carried. 











Mr, A'TKIN-BERRY ; I entirety accept your inter 
pretation of my intention, but L want to emphasize that 
my remarks were based not only on the matters which 
‘come before the Committee, but from personal knowledge 
over a period of fifty years, and I cannot help feeling that 
the tendency of what 1 have mentioned is on the increases 

‘There is one other point. Mr. Welch's graceful 
remarks with regard to the Hon. Secretaries of his Com= 
mittee apply equally to the Hon, Secretaries of the 
Practice Committee, 





Mr. AYLING (in replying to the vote of thanks) said : 
T have one complaint against our staff and the Chartered 
Accouintants, and that is that they gave us. no chance of 
showing whay magnificent auditors we are, becuse We 
carefully examined the books and we could not find a soli 
tury mistake, they were kept so well and sosystematically 

























24 May 1924 


UNIFICATION AND REGISTRATION 


485 


Unification and Registration 


‘The following correspondence has between the 
President of the Institute and Mr. Alfred W. S. Cross [F.], 
and is published by order of the Council = 

17 March 1924. 

Dra Mn. Cnoss,—We have to-day, after many months 
of negotiations, reached an agreement with the Council 
of the Society of Architects on a scheme of amalgamation 
which both Councils whole-heartedly believe will be of 

it benefit to the ._ This will in 
icourse be submited to the General Body for con 
sideration. We should like to have on the next R.LB.A. 
Council the co-operation of tatives of all shades 
of opinion within the R.I.B.A. working ti to make 
it and other necessary changes in our Charter and By- 
Laws a success. 

‘The R.1.B.A. Council have to-day unanimously asked 
‘me to write to you to suggest a meeting between the repre~ 
sentatives of the " Defence League” and the present 
Council at which we can lay before you our proposals and 
also our suggestions for meeting the points you have 
raised in your letter of 30 January 1924. We are aware, 
of course, that there are differences between ws, but our 
present proposals for the amalgamation with the Society 
‘of Architects meet in so many ways the objections which 
your League raised to the original scheme of Unification, 
‘and the points raised in your letter deal with several 
matters upon which it should not be impossible to obtain 
4 considerable measure of agreement. We therefore 
believe the time is opportune for a serious effort to be 
mace by meeting and discussing the points at difference 

us to eliminate from the next Council election 
the unfortunate happenings of the last two. It is at an 
rate due to the profession that we should al try to wor 
together harmoniously agai 

In view of the approaching Council election the sug- 
ested meeting ought to take place shortly, and I suggest 
‘Thursday, 27 March, at 2.30 p.m.—Faithfully yours, 

J. A. Goren, 

















A.W. 5, Cross, Esq. 


J. A. Gotch, Eaq., 
President RI.B.A- 
45 and 46, New Bond Street, 
30 March 1934. 
Dean Ma, Prestpesr,—Thank you for your letter of 
the r7th instant. A Committee meeting of the R.1.B.A. 
Defence League will be called without delay with the 
view of appointing representatives to meet the Council, 
if possible, at the time and on the date you suggest.— 


Yours faithfully, Rare 


121 March 1924. 
‘My Dear Cross,—The President has shown me your 
letter of the aoth instant. We are the President, 
the four Vice-Presidents, and the Hon. to be 
in attendance here at 2.30 p.m. on Thursday, 27 March. 
1 do not think the exact number of representatives 
‘matters very muich, and broadly speaking I am sure they 











will welcome as many of your representatives as you care 
to appoint so long as we keep within the limits that enable 
44 useful discussion to take place.—Yours sincerely, 
Tan MACALisrm, 
‘Secretary. 


2 April 1934. 
Dean Mn. Cnoss.—We bave considered the saggeation 

of the Defence League at our recent meeting, that the 

‘Council's proposals shall be put to a referendum. 

‘We, of course, agree that this is the proper thing to do, 
and we intend to put out proposals before the electorate 
at the forthcoming Council election, which is the only 
form of referendum available under the present constitu- 
tion of the R.I.B.A.,and leave it to the members to decide. 

‘The Charter and By-Laws Committee will further 
recommend the Council to that if their policy is 
rejected and another Council elected, the members of 
the present Council will refrain from’ taking any action 
that would embarrass a new Council holding radically 
diferent views. frm procending_ with sn, alternative 

lic. trust fence League will be prepared 
to give a similar assurance —Yours faithfully, 

J. A. Goren, 
President RBA, 


A.W.S. Cross, Esq 





A.W. S. Cross, Esq. 
. A. Gotch, Esq. 
) resident RIB. 
45 and 46 New Bond Street, W. 


Ferra hrs 
Dean Mn. Presioiscr;—Thank you for Sour letter of 
the and instant. I regret to Jearn that the suggestion to 
‘scertain the opinion of the whole of the members of the 
R.LB.A. on the Council's proposals by a referendum is 
not acceptable to you and your colleagues. As 1 ex- 
plained at our recent meeting the official attitude of the 
Defence League with respect to the matter would have 
been settled by a voie taken at a meeting of its full Com- 
mittee, which meeting as a matter of fact was to have been 
held yesterday. Yours faithfully, 
A.W. S, Cross, 


{46 New Bond Street, Ws. 


ta Apri 94. 
Dian Mx. Goro — Your letter ofthe and foatasy an 
taced before the Committee of the R.LLB.A. Defence 

at their meeting on the Sth instant, and I am asked 
to inform you that the Committee was much surprised 
to hear that the Council of the R.1.B.A. refuses to sete 
the matter of the absorption of the Society of Architects 
bgiasinn’ ofa teleresann for adeetaioi tie eee 
of all the members of the Institute, as suggested by the 
Defence Leazue at the conference with you om the sit 

2. 

We know of no clause in our Charters or By-Laws to 
prevent the Cotincil consulting the members upon any 
Subject. 

This being the case, the Defence League can only offer 
‘one of two alternatives -— 
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. Either to have a referendum before the Council 
clections with an agreed joint circular and an agreed form 
of referendum, or 

2, That the League should nominate its own list for 
the forthcoming election of Officers and Council, and issue 
aan independent circular to the electorate, setting out the 
‘grounds of its opposition to the proposed absorption of 
the Society of Architects. 

We consider a referendum will enable the points at 
issue between us to be fairly placed before the electorate, 
and should the referendum result in the approval of 
the Council's proposal the League as such would not 
‘oppose such proposal, provided, however, that should the 
result be adverse to the proposal, then the present Council 
and such of its members as may be re-elected to the new 
Council will bind themselves to abandon the proposal, 
and not to substitute other proposals ofa similar character. 

‘An early decision will oblige—Yours faithfully, 

ALrnep W. S. Coss, 
Chairman, RLB.A. Defence League. 
J.A. Gotch, Esa... 


President RI-B.A, 


MODIFIED FEES FOR DISTRICT SURVEYORS 
IN LONDON. 

‘The Honorary Secretary considers that the following. 
letter which he has received about certain modified 
fees for district surveyors in London may be of interest 
to members of the Institute :— 

Drar Mn. Krex,—With reference to a query 
fone of the members of the Council yesterday. It 
may not be generally known that under the London 
County Council (General Powers) Act, 1921, it is 
provided that where notice has been duly given and 
evidence of cost has been produced to the District 
Surveyor within fourteen days after completion, the 
rutsimam fees for alterations and adiions re as 

follows :— 








‘Where coat of work does not exceed 
35 =) + eRe giaree. 
50 20 
75 3° 
100 40 
200 ou om ts se 
300 st a fees 
ee eh nce 
‘This implies large building where, 


say, the ordinary fee for additions and alterations 
would be £20, the maximum fee payable would only 
be four guinens if the cost ofthe work did not exec 
{100. Where the ordinary fee for additions and 
alterations would be only, say, two guineas, no more 
than this can be charged. 

If this information would be of any service to other 
members kindly pass it on.—Yours faithfully, 

Cuus, A. Davexey (FJ, F.S.L, 
District Surveyor for Bermondsey. 
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NOTES FROM THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL 
‘MEETING, 
5 May 1924. 
Ancurrecrurat. ScHOLARS#ti® AT OXFORD AND 
‘Casmaroce UNtvensrrnes, 
(On the recommendation of the Board of Architectural 
tion it was decided to offer to the Universities of 
‘and Cambridge (in alternate years) on behalf of 
'LB.A. an Annual Scholarship for the adyancement 
of the art of architecture within these Uni- 
ies in schools recognised by the University authorities 
and the R.LB.A. as qualifying for the Dogrees of the 
Universities and for exemption from the Examinations 
of the R.LB.A. respectively. 
Inrenxarionat. Comrerinions. 

It was decided to take up the question of Intemational 
Competitions with a view to the revision of the existing 
Regulations for these Competitions 

‘Toxvo Inveat. Univensiry Linmany. 

‘On the recommendation of the Literature Standing. 
Committee it was decided to present to the Tokyo 
Imperial University Library all the volumes of the Third 
Series of the R.1.B.A JOunxAL. 


‘Tue R.LB.A. ao Tux Soctery or Ancitrrcts. 

Ie was reported to the Council that in the Pott of 
Licentiates on the subject of the Council's proposals for 
the registration and consolidation of the profession, some 
98 per cent. of the Licentiates who had voted had ex 
pressed themselves in entire agreement with the Council's 
Proporals. 

"Tue Ancurrects’ awp Sunvryons' Assistants’ 
PROrESstoNAL UNION, 

‘The Council unanimously approved. the, report of 
the Committee which has recently conferred with the 
representatives of the Architects’ and Surveyors’ Assis 
tants” Professional Union, and which recommended that 
steps be taken to accure the representation of the Archi- 
tectural Group of the A.S.A.P-U. on the RILBA, 
‘Council, that Joint enquiries be held on the subjects of 
the overcrowding of the profession and the establishment 
of a minimum wage for assistants, and that the Union 
should be given representation on the Registration 
Committee. 

NATIONAL AssoctATION FoR Tit PaxviNTiON OF 
‘Tumacutosts. 

Mr. E. Stanley Hall was appointed to wt the 
R.LBA. ot the Tenth Annual Conference of the National 
Association for the Prevention of Tuberculosis to be held 
in London on 3 and 4 July next. 

Socriré Vavoorse pes INGeNtevRs er Des ARCHITECTS. 

Lieut.-Col. H. P. L.. Cart de Lafontaine was appointed 
to represent the R.1.B.A. at the fiftieth anniversary cele= 
rations of the Société Vaudoise des Ingenicurs et des 
Architectes at Lausanne on 21 June next. 


i 





Remssrariaent, 
‘The following were reinstated =— 

Associates: i is. 
As Licentiate pi 
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Notices 


‘THE FIFTEENTH GENERAL MEETING. 
‘The Fifteenth General Meeting (Business) of the session 
1923-1924 will be held on Monday, 2 June 19324, at 
8ip.m,, for the following purposes : 

‘0 read the Minutes of the Fourteenth General 
‘Meeting held on 19 May 1924; formally to. admit 
members attending for the first time since their election, 

‘To proceed with the election of the candidates for 
membership whose names were published in the JouNat. 
for 5 April 1924 (page 367) and 10 May 1924 (page 442), 
viz. -—For Fellowship, 13; for Associateship, 3; for 
Hon. Associateship, 1; for Hon. Corr. Membership, 5. 

‘To read the reports of the scrutineers appointed to 
examine the voting papers for the election of the Council 
and Standing Committees for the Session 1924-1925. 


EXHIBITION OF ARCHITECTURE, WEMBLEY, 

‘The Exhibition of Architecture arranged by the Royal 
itute of British Architects and the Architecture Club, 
bbe held in the short period Exhibition Galleries of the 
Palace of Art, British Empire Exhibition, Wembley, from, 
a6 May to s July r924. 

‘The exhibition will be opened by Lord Crawford at 
3.p.m, on Monday, 26 Mas 

‘The exhibition will consist of photographs und models 
of the recent work of living architects in Great Britain and 
Ireland, India and the Dominions. 


BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION, 
R.LB.A, StactaL EXAMINATION QuauIFYING FoR 
CANDIDATURE AS AssoctATt, 

‘The Council of the Royal Institue have decided that 
candidates for the Special Eximination shall be allowed 
to take the Examination in two parts if they so desire, 
‘as in the case of the Final Examination. 


RBA. VISIT TO THE FLETTON BRICKYARDS, 
PETERBOROUGH, 

At the invitation of the directors of the London Brick 
Company and Forders, Ltd., the Science Standing 
Committee his arranged i visit (o the Fletton Brickyards, 
Peterborough, to take place on Saturday, 31 May. 

‘The party will travel by the 10.10 4m. train from 
King's Cross in a special saloon and arrive back in London 
at 7.10 p.m. All arrangements in connection with the 
‘ourney will be made by the London Brick Company, 
‘who will also provide luncheon at Peterborough. 

Members and Licentiates who desire to take part in 
the vitit are requested to make early application to the 
Sceretary R.LB.A., 9 Conduit Street, Wt, 


Chtexer Maren, 

‘The Architectural Association Cricket Club have 
challenged the R.L.B/A. to cricket match, to be played on 
Hie A.A. ground at Boreham Wood on Wednesday, 9 July. 
Mr. M. H.C. Doll [41] has kindly consented to raise the 
fram to represent the R.LB.A., and would be wlad to 
hear from any playing members who would be willing 
fotake part. Mr. Doll’s address is 5 Southampton Street, 
Bloomsbury, W.C.1. 
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Competitions 


BARROW-UPON-SOAR HOUSING SCHEME, 

‘The Competitions Committee desire to call the atten- 
tion of Members and Licentiates to the fact that the 
Conditions of the above Competition are not in accordance 
with the Regulations of the R.ILB.A, The Competitions 
Committee are in negotiation with the promoters in the 
hope of securing an amendment, In the meantime 
‘Members and Licentiates are advised to take no part in 
the Competition. 


PROPOSED BRANCH LIBRARY, GABALFA, 
CARDIFF, 
‘The President of the Institute has nominated Mr. 
Sidney K. Greenslade, F.R.LB.A., as Assessor in this 
Cotmpetition.. 


PROPOSED LEEDS MATERNITY HOSPITAL ; 
EXTENSIONS, 
‘The President of the Institute has nominated Mr, R, 
Burns Dick, F.R.I.B.A., as Assessor in this Competiti 


PROPOSED BRITISH PAVILION: INTER- 
NATIONAL EXHIBITION OF DECORATIVE ART, 
PARIS, 1925. 

‘The President of the Institute has nominated Mr. H., 
8. Goodhart-Rendel, F.RLB.A., as Assessor in this 
Competition. 

SALFORD BATHS AND WASH-HOUSE. 

‘The Competitions Committee desire to call the atten= 
tion of Members and Licenciates to the fact that the 
Condition of the above Competition are nor in accord- 
ance with the Regulations of the R.I.B.A, "The Compe- 
titions Committee are in negotiation with the promoters 
in the hope of securing an amendment, In the meantime 
Members and Licentiates are advised to take no part in 
the Competition. 

















Lown, Moe Meson Huon. 
Assessor: (1) Sic Bain Lunyens, ICA. [], appointed by 
the President. (2) Architect who jt Ries Mtge owniouted 
bby the special Ce Walter Cave (F.. (3) Grand 





nitty MEM 

Superintendent of Works, M.A. Burmet Brown,” Condit 
ot yet issued, 

poly ws Me. WeTayion CIO Untot Sn x 
Apply to Mr. W, Taylor, Clerk, Union Offices, Kingaton-one 
"Thames." Mr. Alan’ Munky [29] appobieedsAssronee 
Conditions not yet issue, 

Minouasnnova: Coxstavrive TrenvicaL. Couuscs. 

Apply to Mr ‘Thos, Bon, Director and Secretary, Hes 
tion’ Oifices, Woodlands Rosd, Middlesbrough. Nir. Perey 
Thom, OOB.E. [appointed Asser. Conisions it 36h 




















Vawuerta: Lay-our Seirtan, 
Apply to Minister of Public Works, Valletta, Malta. Me. 
Edward P. Warren, F.S.A. [F) 
crombie [4] appointed Joint 


insued. 
Stonw-on-Taey 
Apply to Me, E, B, Shi ‘own Clerk, ‘Town Hall, 
Stoke-on-Trent. Mr, ler Harvey (F-] appointed 
‘Assessor, Conditions not yet issued, 








ssestors, Conditions not yet 


Hovsnxe, 












Competitions (con) 

Maxcuestin Ar Gates, 

Apply to the ‘Town Clerk, ‘Town Hall, Manchester. Dr. 

erey Worthington [FM ‘Paul Worerbouse, F.5.A. [F.], and 

Professor C. H, Reilly, O.B.E. [F.), Assessors. Conditions not 

{yet approved by’ the Comperitions Committee, 

Dusen ; New Anvascen Scoot, Biscrrs Rox. 

(Limited t architect in practice in Sconland nary 
nas on their own account.) 

Apply to Mr. John E., Williams, Executive Officer, Education 
OE Dundee. Depont, Le 18, Closing date, 4s June 
1924. Mr. Joha Arthur [Licentiate], appointed Assessor, 
Conditions approved by the Competitions nittee, 

Guascow: Pumice Han, A 
ly to the Secretary, Office of Publio Works, City Cham 
bers, 64 Cochrane Street, Glasgow. Closing, canes July 194 
Mr, James Lochhead [F.] Assessor. Conditions approved by 
the Competitions Committee. 
Hannogare: INvinMany EXTExsiON. 


















Apply to Me. Geo. Ballanyney Secretary, The Infirmary, 
Hatta eases eon aa, 30 September 
Tanne Mr. S8.'B. Rison, FSA, [Fj mppointed Asser, 


‘Leeps : Marmactry Hosrrral EXriexstons. 
Anply. to Mr. P. Aa Barran, Chairman of Extensions 
Sub-Committee, 42 Hyde ‘Terrace, Leeds, Mr. R. Burns 
Dick [F] appointed Amessor, Conditions not yet issued, 
Campwe: Brac Lanmany At GADALIA: 

Apply to the Librarian, Central Library, Cardiff, Mr, 
Sidney K: Greeniade {Pd appointed Amessor, Conditions 
not yet ive, 

Satrono : Barus axo Waste-novs. 

Apply to the Town Clerk, ‘Town Hall, Salford. Deposit 
La an. Closing date, ag July 1924. Warning notice insuied 
{6 Miy 1024. 

Bainoy-roN-Soan + Housrno Sewn. 

Apply ta e'Thow. Forward, Clerk to the Counc, 36 Hume 
|oaeees Road pee ‘Closing date, 31 May 1924. Warn- 
ig notice fnued 19 May #924- 

Tax MacAuistin, Seeretary. 
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CHANGES OF ADDRESS. 
Mn. Wurm Thaveen OE PRADA 
itt fier"tFeathrsine Taine, 
Met, Halbotes Res 
Te eat AS removed to No 3§ Blorabury Square, 
vantin, Wet 
ROOMS 0 1 

“wo comfortably, Menied. Bedaltng-roies 10 be let tear 
rege etaty jit urease o hat eae 
Eten fos a0 Sams Wah 




















thas reniowsi his 
to 36 Furnivad 














Steet. W 
PARTNERSHIP. WANTED, 
WANTED toneh with one able to Iniluence Partnership ot 
Reverlonnaty Interest fm London of Home Counties archlteeti/al 
active: Apply Box a4, c/o Seemtary KALBA, 
eet, Wat 
COMMENCEMENT OF PRACTICE. 
Mont, ARIA. MIMUM. CyB, 
iy Engineer and Surveyor to the Ataesteg Ustan Dialed 
Crbacd, ne eoramenciag practice ws an Architect, Surveyor and 
Civil Higieer at" Hareabeld." Salisbury Road, Maesteg, 
‘Sn wil be pleaued to rocelve trade eatalowues, te 
ACCOMMODATION WANTED, 
Warren a Small Routn or Seat in West End office by Asocate 
sok aaa prnetite=—Reply Dox 4516, c/o Secretary, LDA, 
Conduit Street, W, 























Ama ei Yt oe 
cohltccrte Wat 
pope ertep ere chica: 
eis siaaaraen ie 
pons WANTED 
Ain. wut at a 
Design, details, specifications, quantities, surveying and J 
er ‘oui Haat Uo oat arlene wh 
Sot ee 
Tae oop ee dig ome 
vir tapas. Working ad deal de : 
ped tae guage 
ete itl tia aac Et 
ees teacioen Geren SO 
emrerteniens 
sett tet ate 
nae beca 

















warehoues 
Goulfed ay distriet survey 
fp Conduit Street, Wa 
AIBA. all-coond experience, urgently. requles. 
Box 999, clo Secretary R.LB.A,, 9 Condult Strvet, Wat. 


TO MANUFACTURERS, 

“Te undermentne wil be pleased to reeves 
spray tim fling to weet seme 
ATRAWA,, Rallway Headquarters, Ebuté Motta, Lagos, 


West Africa, 
Minutes XVII 


SESSION 1933-1024. 
At the Fourteenth General Meeting (Ordinary) of 
Scaions held on Monday, 19 Ni ‘ 
Goren, #,5.A., Presi 
cluding 5 members of the Council) 
ere the Council), 2 Licentiotes, and» large nt 
ton. i 
ae tia ft Aare Ceatahe i toe oun 
days May 1924, having been published in the JOURSAL 
Mire takes te ead; Sonfrmed, and simed by the 
eat ‘Secretary announced the decease of the foll ¥ 
‘Colonel Cecil Locke Wilson, elected a Fellow in 190 
commerce Locke Wien tenet ake gh Wile 
Tnstite of Atciteets and ‘at ody on the 
R.LB.A. Council durin the: Hore=19ta,, Oi 
‘George Harry Barroweliff, elected Licentiate 191 
‘And on the ‘the Hon, Secretary it was Resolved 
that the Met the Institute for the lows of these members 
te re iee Minutes ofthe Meeting and that a message 
{ya ondnlene be cenveye i tee reaain 
alco members ateing forthe fre time since 
their election were formally adi ‘the President — ¢ 
‘Mr, 8. L. G, Beaufoy [A.J and Me. 5. D. Tgglesden: 
“Mr. Sydney Perks, F.8.A. [F.}, having read a ae 
Scheme for A Thames Embankinent al rent Fite OF 
‘London "und. illustrated it 
EREP aiden the motion of Dr. Philip Norman, FSA 
Scconded by Me. Delissa Joseph (2, a vote of thanks wat 
pawed to Mr, Perks hy acclamation and briefly responded to, 
“The proceedings clawed at 9.38 p. 





BA. JOURNAL, ‘ 
Dates of Publcation—1933 10th, 24th Novembsr} 

ny de Bioenergy tir 

tuary; Sth, 22nd March ; sth, 26th April ; roth, 24th Ma} 

Sook Janes sath July vik Aug: 2h September 

Mth October. 
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Brunelleschi and his Dome 
BY FREDERICK R, HIORNS [FJ 





ILIPPO BRUNELLESCHI of Florence (137~ 
1446) i, with good reason, called the reiorer 
of modern architecture. He was the first of 
the moderns definitely to impress upon architecture 
an aspect that was essentially classical. Va 
he was of such exalted genivs that he w: 
fo the world by heaven to impart a new spirit to 
architecture, which for hundreds of years had been 
lost, “for the men of those times had badly ex- 
pended great treasures in the erection of buildings 
“without order, constructed in a wretched manner 
after deplorable designs with fantastic inventions, 
laboured graces, and worse decorations."* Of great 
natural mechanical skill and ingenuity, Brunelleschi 
turned his mind first to the plastic arts, and, forming 
4 friendship with Donatello, was moyed with a 
desire to follow the art of sculpture, in which he soon 
attained to much excellence. In fact, he almost 
rivalled Lorenzo Ghiberti in the competition that took 
lace, in 1401, for the bronze doors of the Florentine 
laptistery, he being then but twenty-four years of 
age. Disippointed, however, in this—though he 
missed the prize by fo little 28 to cover himself with 
* Many will quite reasonably dispute the truth of this 
stture Upon the architecture of the Mile Ages. 
e 























credit—he resolved to go to Rome with Donatello 
and to remain there for some years, he to pursue the 
study of architecture and Donatello that of sculpture, 
‘This must haye been about the year t4o2, It is 
thought he had by then been fired with an ambition to 

in in architecture the premier position that was 
being denied him in sculpture—for undisputed sway 
‘was essential to his ambitious and. masterful disposi- 
tion, From childhood he had kept in mind the 
unfinished cathedyal ‘of his native city, and doubtless 
listened to many discussions on the difficult problem 
of roofing its central octagon, Here, maybe he thought, 
would be his opportunity to acquire fame; and to 
assist him in the execution of so great a task Rome 
might suggest a clue, Reaching, then, with his com- 
panion, that ruin of one-time greatness, he guzed 
round, itis said, like one amazed when he beheld the 
magnificence of’ its buildings, and without delay 
“made preparations for measuring the cornices and 
taking the ground plans of these edifices . . . labout- 
ing continually and sparing neither time ‘nor cost.” 
No. plice was left unvisited or unexamined either 
within or without the city, and he and Donatello 
recorded all the good things that came to their notice 
or within their reach. 
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Brunelleschi also “ well examined and made careful 
drawings of all the vaults and arches of antiquity ; 
to these he devoted perpetual study, and if by chance 
the artists found fragments of capitals, columns, or 
basements of buildings buried in the earth, they’ set 
labourers to work and caused them to be dug out, 
until the foundation was laid open to view.* For, 
beside his purpose of restoring to light the good manner 
in architecture which was then extinct—so that it left 
him "no time either toeat orsicep ”—Brunelleschi had 
it in his mind continually to discoyer a means for con- 
structing a dome for Santa Maria del Fiore, a thing 
which no one had yet hind the skill and courage to. 
attempt, He, therefore, specially studied the great 
dome of the Pantheon, and, says Vasari, “ did not 
reat until he had drawn every description of fabric— 
temples, round, square, or octagon ; basilicas, aque- 
ducts, baths, arches, the Colosseum, Amphitheatres, 
and every church built of bricks of which he examined 
all the modes of binding and clamping, as well as the 
turning of the vaults and arches ; he took notes like- 
wise of all the methods used for uniting the stones as 
‘well as of the means used for securing the equilibrium 
and close conjunction of all the parts,.., The 
different orders were next divided by his care, cach 
order—Doric, Tonic or Corinthian—being placed 

rt; and such was the effect of his zeal in that study 
that he became capable of er ty reconstructing 
the city in his imagination, and of beholding Rome 
as she had been before she was ruined.” It is no 
wonder, thetefore, he was imbued with the spirit of 
classic art and became a potent force in changing the 
course of European architecture. And it seems clear 
that he adopted the best method of study whereby to 
carry toa successfulendtheambitious project before him, 

He returned to Plorence in 1407, where, through 
the reputation he had already gained, much work 
awaited him, In that same year, with a number of 
other architects and engineers, he gave his opinion 
before the Superintendents of Works of the Cathedral 

to how the central area of the church should be 
covered, and prepared a model illustrating his plan. 
He spent, indeed, several months in this way, making 
models and machines bearing upon and explaining the 


















































intentions that had formed in his mind with regard to 
the cupola} = 

He then set out again for Rome, only to be recalled 
shortly afterwards to give further details of his scheme, 
His address to the Syndics and Wardens, at this time, 
is given in some detail by Vasari. 


Tt seems that he 








Vasati—Life of Filippo Brunelleschi. 





+The Opera del Duomo, near the Cathedral, contains much 
at i of ioterent connected with dhe building, including 
Brunelleschi's model of the cupola and tambour, another of 


{he lantern, ond various mechanical instruments invented by 
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was purposely indefinite in explaining his designs, 
and, in accord with what was doubtless deliberate 
policy—resulting from complete confidence in himself 
as the only possessor of a solution of the problem—he 
suggested that other advice should be taken and more 
experts consulted, “not Tuscans and Italians only, 
but Germans, French, and of every other nation”; 
for, said he, with diplomatic modesty, “I am con 
founded no less by the breadth thin the height of the 
edifice, Now if the cupola could be arched in a 
circular form we might pursue the method adopted 
by the Romans in erecting the Pantheon of Rome ; 
that is, the Rotunda, But here we must follow the 
eight sides of the building, doyetailing and, s0 to 

ik, enchaining the stones, which will be'a ve 
ifficult thing.” “For Brunelleschi had far too mucl 
practical insight to think of using the Pantheon dome 
8.4 model in a case to which the principle of its con- 
struction was obyiously unsuited, ‘The problem was 
of quite a different kind, and even poetic licence 
cannot admit analogy between the Duomo cupola and 
the solidly bedded circular cella and dome of Hadrian, 
‘The authorities were pleased with Brunellese 
suggestions, and the confident air with which he 
promised to carry them out. ‘They desired, however, 
to have more models prepared, and, not acceding to 
this, Brunelleschi went again to Rome, While the 
Synulce hevitated—filled with uncertainty and over- 
whelmed with the magnitude of a task which appar- 
ently they could not conceive a citizen of Florence 
capable of performing—he resumed once more the 
study of Roman antiquities, 

‘The year 1420 was reached ere the assembly took 
place in Florence of that council of experts whose 
Advice he had suggested should be taken. ‘By these 
masters various and strange notions were propounded, 
cach of which, in turn, was proved equally futile, 
Brunelleschi alone, as he had confidently expected, 
possessed and expounded a practicable solution 4 
though the Syndics continued to recive his views with 
derision. ‘The method was probably too simple to be 
convincing. For lack of a better Proposal, however, * 
and after some further delay, it was accepted, and, 
having received from Brunelleschi a full explanation 
in writing—which was imperfectly, if at all, under. 
stood—the Syndics ordered him to’ proceed with the 
construction of the dome. Even then, in a perverse 
and tactless excess of prudence, they associated 
Lorenzo Ghiberti with him as coadjutor in the under= 
taking: a futile and unnecessary arrangement, likely 
to be particularly irritating to a man of Brunelieschis 
Temperament, ‘The way in which he eventually 
relieved: himself of a rival who, however great as 2 
sculptor, was an incapable constructor or architect, is 
‘an interesting and amusing story, as related by Vasari. 
Brunelleschi’s association with the Florentine dome 
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vvas, in fact, full of unnecessary trials and discourage- 
ments, such that it becomes a wonder that his im- 
patient, headstrong disposition was able to bear with 
them. "To his determined resistance to interference 
and opposition is largely. due the eventual entirely 
successful completion of this, the chief work of his 
life 
‘The Cathedral of Florence, the great and beautiful 
Santa Maria del Fiore—which replaced the former 
church of $. Reparata—was designed by Arnolfo di 
Cambiof and commenced in the year 1298, at which 
time Dante was still walking the streets of Florence. 
‘The instruction given to its author was to raise “ the 
Joftiest, most sumptuous, and most magnificent pile 
that human inyention could devise or human labour 
execute.”} When Arnolfo died in 1311§ the building 
appears to haye been fairly well advanced, there bein, 
reason to believe that the walls of the crossing ha 
teached such a height that three of the arches of the 
cupola piers were turned—though the exact position 
of the work, which was subsequently continued by 
Giotto, Taddeo Gaddi, Orcagna, and others, is very 
uncertain. ‘The form of the plan, with its very simple 

















have and apsidal terminations on three sides of the 
great cent is well known, ‘The general 
effect of the exterior, a8 ii by Amolfo, 





robably represented in the remarkable fresco. attri 

Fated t9 Simone Matin a masterpiece of Gioto: 
esque painting—in the Cappella degli Spagnuoli 
(ays) br the Church of Santa Maria Novella. It 
Shot the, Cathedral with a dome, but the latter 
‘without a drum, 

Tn its completed form the length of the building is 
500 feet, the breadth across transepts 318 feet, and 
Seross nave and aisles 128 feet, height of nave 140 feet, 
and the height of the cupola from the floor to the base 
of the lantern 296 feet. The extreme height from the 
round to the top of the cross is 387 feet, 

‘Amolfo's work was well constructed, and he appears 
to have observed special care with the foundations 
and buttresses, 80 that the solidity and strength of 
the structure has never been in question. Giotto 
continued the work about the yet 1341, andthe 
have was completed in 1369. In the year 1393 & 
Commission Was first appointed for the building 





“Micheel Angelo, Wren, and others, aa in well known, 
suffered from similat irritating and petty persecutions, 

Often, and wrongly, called Armolfo di Lapi. 

{The enlightened view of the Florentines in such matters 
isjfurther emphasised by the plea—put forward when further 
sibsidies for the building were granted in 1338—" that « work 
to,beattifully and honourably begun might be continued and 
‘oimpleted stil more beautifully.” 

The date of Armolfo's death is obscure. Milizn gives it 
ss}t3oo, ind Sgilli ae 1330, ‘The latter ie unlikely. 

|iSee La Metropolitana Fiorentina Mustrata—Flocence, 
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of the dome, the sacristy, and the canonica of the 
Cathedral.** 

‘At the beginning of the fifteenth century practically 
the whole of the building was roofed in with the 
‘exception of the central octagon, which stood at the 
level of what is now the base of the drum, With the 
completion of the tribunes in 1419, on the general 
Tines settled by the Commission of 1366, only the dome 
remained to. be constructed, and ' Brunelleschi’s 
Appointment to the office of  Proveditores " dates 
from 16 April 1420-+} 

‘The width between the walls of the octagon was 
nearly 139 feet, and from angle to angle 149 foet—the 
thickness of the wall itself about 16} fect. No pre~ 
cedent existed for spanning by a dome so vast an area 
‘on a support of such form, and the fact that the new 
work (base of drum) was to commence at a height of 
135 feet above the floor did not lessen the magnitude 
and risk of the undertaking. With the one exception 
‘of the Pantheon this was to be the widest spanned 
dome in the world, and, in fact, t exceeds the Pantheon 
‘on the average between the minimum and maximum 
widths across the octagon, and in that sense may be 
claimed to be the greatest of all. The Roman dome 
is 143 feet in diameter, but the circular wall which 
supports it rises solidly from the ground and is 20 feet 
in thickness at the top, It was found by M. Chedanne 
to be of brick, in combination with conerete, laid in 
horizontal and not sadial courses—in other words, to 
be a species of corbel construction with which were 
connected the brick ribs radiating on plan towards the 
dome centre. This dome was, moreover, of some- 
what flat curvature and heavily ‘weighted down at 
springing to counteract thrust, and, though a great 
advance on any previous method of construction, repre- 
sented a cruder and less scientific method than was 
possible in the problem before Brunelleschi, ‘The 
masterpiece of Hadrian dates from A.D. 120 to 124, 
and is still one of the most remarkable, and internally 
beautiful, buildings in the world, Butit was obviously 
able to furnish little that was applicable to the problem 
‘of Santa Maria, except what may perhaps be called the 
intellectual stimulus which Brunelleschi derived from 
it. Of its real construction, as we know it in the light 
of recent discoveries, | he probably had no knowledge. 


Giuseppe Molini, 1830—from which the engraved illustra 
tian are taken. 

‘T'Thar this, vas Arpolfo's intention is also borne out in 
Valarie the edifice above the roof must be constructed, not 
Aer the design of Arnolfo, but that a frees fifteen braccia 
high, must be erected. 

** See. Gaye, Regeita florentina internam Reipublics hire 
toriam spectantia hit MCCKXY ad a MD. 
reat lt Cupola cl Sts Maria del Bore, per Cesare Guati— 

tense, 1857. 

11 See investigations of MM. Chedunne and Choisy, and 
Belitam, 1 Pantie, oe 
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‘The primary difficulty which faced those who 
essayed to cover the vast area of the Florentine octagon 
vwas the impossibility of constructing a centering which 
‘would support the necessary weight, ‘The conditions, 
therefore, involved a self-supporting structure, one 
which, as it rose from the wall, would be in statical 
equilibrium, and this was precisely what Brunelleschi 
undertook to provide. He claimed to be able to do it 
“very easily, without any frame-work whatever.” 
Realising the’ weakness, for his purpose, 
aan octagonal plan, he decided "to turn pa 
of this vault in angles, according to the form of the 
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protection from the weather. A main rib or buttress 
as formed at each angle and two smaller intermediate 
‘ones in each side of the octagon, these being stiffened 
and bound together, horizontally, by flat cross-con- 
necting arches constructed at intervals in the height, 
assisted further by encircling ties or chains of oak.* 
‘The intended effect was to obtain the rigidity of solid 
construction combined with the, in this case, equally 
essential quality of lightness resulting from its hollow 
or “cellular” form, As executed, the inner vault 
varies from about 7 feet in thickness at the base to 
6 feet at the top, while the outer protective shell 





Tsonmrmic Stevion oF Dower (nom Dunst) 


walls, adopting the proportions and manner of the 
fointed arch, this being a form which displays a rapid 
tendency to ascend,"” and was such that, when loaded 
with the lantern, each part would help to give stability 
tothe other,  It'was, in other words, to be an octagonal 
vault, of domed form, and somewhat pointed in 
tendency to reduce thrust on the supporting wall to a 
minimum, with @ corresponding inclination to rise at 
the apex counteracted by the weight of a substantially 
built lantern, ‘The prinieiple of the design was calcu 
lated to meet most effectively the existing conditions, 
nd displayed a sound sense of practical requirements. 
‘The vault construction adopted was formed in two 
layers, an inner and outer, of which the former was. 
‘essentially constructive and the latter principally a 











averages about 3 feet in thickness, ‘The space be- 
tween the two is rather less than the thickness of th 
inner vault, and in this the access and stuir- 
cases are constructed. ‘The ribsare formed of hard stone 
throughout, the vault walls being of the sume material 
(imacigno) for w height of about 45 feet, above which 
they were required to be of brick oF spongite, as should 


Sos lsometric drawing from Jonef Dura 
Floren, Berlin, 1887" fe seen stmomt imponibie to Soa 
t onmphehenalve fden of the coratructon nthe spet=-caly 
Sail portions of the internal dome cavity being revealed at 
‘timer. ‘The stone isa hard marble and the bricks about the 
Finest and most dense in quality I have ever seen—in fact, the 
Surfaces where mich rubbed have acquired the smooth poled 
furface thst one associates with ‘To some extent the 
{ermal surface are covered with s hard plates“ FH 
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be determined by the masters who built it,“ they using 
that which they consider lightest.” The dome alone— 
apart from its tambour and lantern—embraces a 
height of practically 120 feet. ‘The main angular ribs 
being of marble, and showing prominently on the 
exterior, form an wsthetic connection between the 
marble facing of the drum and main body of the 
church and the lantern of the dome, which is built of 
the same material. 

While the form and methods employed suggest 
Gothic construction it is not really 50. A Gothic 
vault is not built without supporting centering, for its 
principal members at least, and, in this case, such 
‘Support was dispensed with, as Brunelleschi well knew 
must have been so with the Pantheon. His aim, there- 
fore, was doubtless, by light and yet rigid construction, 
to produce, as far as was possible on an octagonal 
drum, the effect of a circular-planned dome.* The 
feross arches between, and in combination with, the 
ribs or buttresses would induce some such result, and 
aan effect equivalent to a circular shell enclosed within 
the hollow spaces of the double polygonal walls of the 
cupola, As such, the dome of Brunelleschi was a 
triumph of constrictive skill, While the circular plan 
is undoubtedly the statically. perfect one, the entirely 
original method here adopted for dealing with a 
unique problem constituted, pertape as near an 
approach to the perfect type as the conditions admitted 
ofr Te had, we might say, qualities that were at the 
fame time Gothic and Classical, and embodied the 
structural excellences of both systems, ‘The parts 

in fact, eo well adjusted and held together that, 
evenly, the whole was found perfectly in 
rium, and, as Vasari says, the builders worked 
‘on the scaffolds with aa much security as they would 
have done on the ground beneath. When the con- 
struction had reached such a height that it became 
difficult, and involved great waste of time, for the 
workmen to descend, Brunelleschi even provided 
‘wine shops and eating houses for them within the 
space of the dome. And, like an example of the 
fect architect, there seemed to be no operation, 

‘owever difficult and complex, that he was not equal 
to, and "while the stones were under the hands of the 
stone cutters he would look narrowly to see that they 
‘were hard and free from clefts ; he supplied the stone 
cutters with models in wood of wax, oF hastily cut on 
the spot from turnips, to direct them in the shaping 
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and junction of the different masses.""+ In this way 
the dome—apart from its terminating lantern—was 
finished in the year 1434, and the church dedicated by 
Pope Engenius the Fourth inthe following yea, 

he stability ofthe cupola depending largely 9 the 
lantern necestary to complete it, Brunelleschi had 
devoted much aitention to this and had made several 
models. But even here the same extraordinary mis- 
trust that he had. before experienced from the authori- 
tes peristed, and others were put in competition with 
him. This was vexatious to Brunelleschi, though he 
was able to sce its amusing side. His own carefully 
suied model_which ratrally was hardly likly to 

improved upon—Was open to general inspection, 
and. ie as aboot lnerPable Haat she otber pepe 

ould become, moreor les, copies of it. So much ws 

this so in one case that Brunelleschi is said to have re- 
marked with grim humour that ‘the next model to 
the made by this personage willbe mine altogether.” 
In the end the right thing was done, and the builder 
of the dome was commissioned to do the lantern also. 
He was, however, 66 years of age when the time came 
(1443) for the lantern to be commenced, andi seemed 
impossible, with the necessarily” slow progress 
would be made with i, that he should Bvetto ee ite 
completion, He died, in fact, three years later, and 
the lantern’ was not completed until i461. R 
the importance of its construction to the stability: of 
the dome, he described in writing, in the most careful 
way, how the work was to be done, a that nothing 
should be left uncertain or doubtful! He, moreover, 
selected all the block marble with which the lantern 
was to be built, in harmony with the general fucing of 
the church, and—piled up as it was in the Cathedral 
‘quare-the populace, gazing upon the huge masses 
of stone, was amazed that it was. proposed to lay 80 
{great a weight upon the cupola. And well they might 
be, for the height of the main body of the lantern to 
the top of its conical roof (beneath the ball) is 36 bracci, 
‘oF 69 feet, Its base is 296 feet above the floor of the 
chureh,§ and the top of its terminating cross soars no 
less than 387 feet in the air. ‘The conical roof is of 
wooden construction with a metalic covering, and the 
ball and cross were added by Andrea Veroeehio in the 
year 1469, 
_ Realising the magnitude of the whole dome construc- 
tion, the wisdom of Brunelleschi’s insistence upon the 
raising of the original wall by 41 feet to form a deum 































* For information on constructive principles and details see 
Fice Fomous Domes, by B.S. Worthington, ‘Transactions 
RIBA, 1889. See also Sr. Peter's at Rome, by F_R. Hiorns 
=the Builder, 6 January 1918. 

4 Vasari. 

} Lorenzo Ghiberti, Antonio Manetti, Bruno di Ser La 
Mazaci, Domenico Stagnaio, and others, made designs for 
the Cathedral lantern. 





§7The dome rite—of the same creatn-coloured i 
se on the exterior of the: church yenerlly shave weep 
imperfect curvature when viewed from the len elafae 
Towards the top of the dome the curve becomes huddealy 
flues. “The general surface of the cupola, between the aby 

laid with flat, reddish tiles with the slightly raised rebated 
Joint sul commonly met with in and around Florence The 


‘ew over the’ 
Yew cvet the surrounding country from the upper platform ix 
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becomes apparent. Some thrust from the dome was 
inevitable, and the crowns of the four great arches of 
the crossing were originally but little below the level 
at which the octagon had been terminated. Tt was 
obviously desirable to make the incidence of thrust 
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the thrust upon the octagon—grouping together, 
moreover, quite pleasantly on the exterior of the 
building.’ The abutment system for the cupola may, 
in a restricted and imperfect sense, be said to be some- 
what analogous to that of Santa Sophia at Constanti- 











Bwuseitescnt's Monti 


more remote, and the interposition of a drum was 
Brunelleschi’s way of accomplishing this ; introducing 
at the same time some light to the church through the 
circular windows with which it was perforated. 
Accordingly the construction of the dome commenced 
at 176 feet instead of 135 fect above the floor, while 
the abutting walls and roofs of the main and lesser 
tribunes, together with the nave roof, assist to support 
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nople und other domed Byzantine churches—or, at 
least, conveys the suggestion of being so. 

"The tambour was an entirely new expedient in dome 
construction, the prototype of what subsequently 
became a familiar feature in the modern treatment of 
the cupola, It has doubtless added much to their 
external effect, as the examples of St, Peter’s at Rome- 
which followed 150 years Iater—and St. Paul's, 
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London, will show ; though it is reasonable to suppose 
that statical rather than esthetic considerations brought 
about the Florentine precedent. ‘The high elevation and 
pointed form of the Santa Maria dome is not, perhaps, 
quite pleasant in internal effect, but in passing judj 

ment it must be considered that avoidance or reduction 
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the cupola of the Pantheon, Brunelleschi, in doubling 
it, substituting the pointed for the round arch and thus 
wreasing the solidity of the vaults, surpassed his 
models and showed himself original.” "We have no 
need to ask, as Forsyth did of the drum of St. Peter's, 
“What do these columns here? and what do they 
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of mechanical thrust formed the essence of Brunel- 
leschi's design, and that this the steep curvature of the 
vault, held down by the weight of the lantern, certainly 
effected. In general idea it proclaimed a new arci 
tectural conception of first-rate importance, If, as has 
been well said,* he imitated ancient art and borrowed 

* History of Florence, 1434-1492, by F.'T. Pervens. See 
aise Lethe te Metal by! NV etmcat too pled 
‘work on all that relates to fifteenth century Florence. 











Support 2" for the tambour, like the whole design, is 
treated with almost naked simplicity, and there 18 no 
artificial masking of the construction, Ita. effect 
depends on none of the recognised features of orna- 
mental architecture, and is beautiful from its propor- 
tions and materials—impressive to the point of 
frandeur by the simple directness of its treatment, 
‘The admiration Michael Angelo is said to have had for 
it is, therefore, not surprising. “Come te non 
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voglio! Meglio di te non posso!"™* ‘The dome of St. 
Peter's is raised higher from the ground, but its actual 
height, as a dome, is not so great as that of the Duomo, 
‘And though it has been said, with doubtful accuracy, 
that in the design of St. Peter's dome “ Michael 
Angelo drew his famous bravado from the Pantheon,” 
the truth will hardly be disputed that “ this grand 
enterprise of Brunelleschi gave him the assurance of 
performing it. 

‘The gallery " and cornice round the exterior of the 











hase of the dome, at its junction with the drum, was 
never completed. Brunelleschi made designs’ and 
models for this feature, but through neglect of the 
Cathedral Authorities they were lost. ‘The portion 
executed on one only of the eight sides is of appreciably 
Iater date, and the work of Baccio d’Agnolo.{ Ttis said 
that Michael Angelo, returning from Rome one day, 
‘saw a gallery being’ constructed which was not of 
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Brunelleschi’s design, and that his vigorous protest 
led to its being discontinued. He called it a" gabbia 
di grilli”"—a cage for crickets—and presumably its 
character and scale impressed him as unsuited to the 
noble simplicity of the rest of the work. He himself 
made a design for a cornice, but the authorities dis- 
puted about it and nothing was done.§ The lack of 
completion, as regards this feature, must undoubtedly 
be regarded as a blot on the appearance of the 
cupola. 
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‘The interior of the dome is decorated with fresco 
aintings by Giorgio Vasari and Federigo Zucchero, 
Put the effects far from satisfactory. "The subjects are 
of a Dantesque character, and, though in themselves 
not unsuited to walls that had’ echoed the damnatory 
thunders of Savonarola, they appear, as decoration, 
quite wrong in scale and treatment. '‘The burlesque 
poem of Lasea Antonio Frangesco Grazzini may be 




















Like thee I will not build on 
‘eannot! 





f Joseph Forsyth, Remarks on Italy, 1834. 


{The two amall views were taken by projecting a hand 
camera through the gallery balustrade, ‘The effect of the 
rough unfinished walling is extriordinary at close quarters. 

§ See Milizia's Lives of the Celebrated Architects. 
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taken to embody a popular view of thi 
with which it is difficult not to sympathise 
iorgin, Giorgin, debb’essere incolpato— 
Giorgin fece il peceato, 
Presuntuosamente il primo & stato 

La cupola a dipingere ; 

E il popolo Fiorentino 

Non sar mai di lamentarsi stanco 

Se forse un di non se le di di bianco.” 





decoration, 











‘Though the dome of Santa Maria was the essentially 
‘great achievement of Brunelleschi’slife,it is perhaps his 
other works that identify him more particularly with 
the Classic revival—such as the Florentine churches of 
San Lorenzo and Santo Spirito, the Pazzi Chapel of 
Santa Croce, and the Badia at Fiesole. ‘The work at 
this last shows the perfection of refined taste and is, 

ips, worthy to rank with the finest art of any time, 

and in the detail 

lightful. ‘There is 
ind sense of scale 
execution, while 









in the Pazei Chapel an originality 
‘which is surprising in the period of 
the two first-mentioned churches take us at once to an 
entirely freah treatment of the Busilican plan, com- 
bining, with the strong suggestion of the Early 
Christian building, new features in arcading, vaulting, 
and dome that remove any possible sense of mere 
copyism or the reproduction of ancient work. As with 
his more immediate predecessors and successors, the 
human quality—so characteristic of Early Renaissance 
work-—is very apparent in all that Brunelleschi did. 
A suggestion of Gothic influence survives, but the 
dominance of his Roman studies is clear, there being 
4 surprising Classic refinement, almost Grecian in 
quality, in all his ornaments, mouldings, and details, 
while he definitely re-introduces the use of the 
“ orders" and other distinctively Classic features. 
Not only was his great dome the prototype of 
Renaissance domes, but his other work laid Europe 
under an even greater debt in that it was largely 
instrumental in changing, in a most striking way, 
the whole course of its architecture, Herein, 
doubtless, lies the real ce of Brunelleschi’s life 
and work, As has b |, + he " demonstrated 
the benefits derivable from a study of Roman examples 
and processes,"” and, under his genius and untiring 
industry, the building arts and trades were brought 
to that condition of efficiency which rendered subse- 
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quent achievements possible. Consumed with admira~ 
tion for what remained of the magnificence of Rome, 
which he had studied so long and so well, he showed 
with forceful insistence the way to the purer aspect of 
the revival towards which the Pisanos; Arnolfo di 
Cambio, and others appeared to be making in a 
more hesitant way. Te have wrought so great a 
change was extraordinary in a man who, in early life, 
had witnessed the construction of buildings still in the 
Giottoesque manner, for Santa Croce and Or San 
Michele may be so described, and both were com- 
pleted while this keen, observant man was walking 
the streets of Florence. He is, therefore, rightly 
regarded as the restorer or founder of Modern Classical 
Architecture—the father of that great Renaissance 
movement which took definite shape from his time and 
through his influence, ‘Therefore, we may say, as 
Milizia did of Vignola, that architecture is eternally 
obliged to him. “Throughout his strenuous life he 
received relatively little of praise and encouragement, 
and much of opposition and abuse, but upon his death 
he was worthily laid to rest, at the public expense, in 
the church for ever to be associated with his name and 
fame—a large number of his brother artists, more 

pecially the poor and unfortunate, whom he had 
constantly befriended, paying the last visible tribute of 
their affection and respect. So left he to the world 
“the memory of his excellence and of his extra- 
ordinary talents . . .” that from the time of the 
Greeks and Romans there had been no more admirable 
genius. A mural memorial tablet with a portrait bust 
of himn by Buggiano, his pupil and adopted son, was 
pliced near the entrance to the south aisle of the 
Cathedral, close to that of Giotto, Its original 
inscription was composed by Carlo Marsuppini, the 
then Chancellor of the Republic, and to it Gio, 
Battista Strozvi added later the charming + 





























“Tal sopra sasso sasso 
Di giro in giro eternamente io strussi ; 
Che cosi, passo passo 
Alto girando, al ciel mi ricondussi,"f 
Looking back on his work one feels that it was 80; 
for what is beauty if the creation or enjoyment of it 
does not elevate and lead to the celestial—even, 


though, as Fitzgerald said, there is no competition 


among great artists and none is first i 
among gr first in the Kingdom 











1% * In fact, I agree entirely with the sentiment of the poem. 
‘The paintings, ae decoration, seem about aa bed ax they’ could 
bbe enormous figures, say 20 feet or 90 in height, Hung about 
in (distorted) naturalistic ottnudes with no regard for decora- 
tive effect of the form of the dome, As a result, the beauty 
‘of the curved surface, as viewed from the floor, is entirely fost, 
tnd might almost as'well have been flat ceiling. Even the 
‘colours are eruule and disturbing. But I fear the whitewash 











Trinh 4 «cur, is nor 40 favoured in Florence now a 
ently it once was —F. R. H. m- se 





inderson, The Architecture of the Renaittance in Italy. 
1 As stone on stone I mised, 


As coune on course for evermore I piled ; 
So tend my steps, pace fol aa 
To my blest home in heaven 
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Muhammadan Architecture in Egypt and Palestine” 


BY WILLIAM HARVEY 


that has excited morevigorouscontroversy orelicited 

more diametrically contradictory expressions of 
opinion than the subject chosen by Mr, Martin S. Briggs 
[F:]for ha book Mubammadan Archtecturein Beyptand 
Palestine. Various European critics have pronounced 
their admirat ir abhorrence of the Muham- 
madan styl ipossible to reconcile their 

imates of its value, the difficulty of a fair appreciation 
worth is at least recognisable. E 

interest a 

British, whose common speech is riddled with pro- 
verbial’ expressions drawn from an Oriental book, 
whose infants play with Noah's ark as a familiar obj 
of the nursery and whose politicians and adn 
endeavour to direct the affairs 
populated Oriental territories, 

It is, perhaps, because the East is so inextricably 
bound up in our island existence that a Briton feels 
himself impatient and critical when faced with an art 





I: would he difficult to find any architectural theme 

























* Muhammadan Architecture 1 Egypt ant Palatine. By 
‘Martin 8. Briggs (#2), Author of " Baroque Architeeturs," «te, 
Oxford : At the Clarendon Press, 1924 
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and a life for which he seems to possess af 
which, none the less, obviously eludes his 
comprehension 
Had the traveller-critic to set out in person and 
arrive under the blue sky of Egypt before he first 
tasted the fruit of the date palm, or could he read 
intertainments for the first time on 
Egyptian soil asa stranger in a strange land, real 
sound criticism might come to him 





ies, but 
nplete 

















amense differences in habits of life dictated 
by climate and tradition would be apparent, comparison 
with our Northern methods would be recognised ab 
ridiculous as well as odious, and the traveller would be 
iecept and enjoy the art of the country at 
product of conditions whose 
novelty would command his attention and which he 
would begin to study together with their effects upon 
hum ce ability 
But this is very far from the realm of practical 
politics. Old Oriental associations have become part 
of our being, and the Briton standing at the counter of 
the travel bureau in his home town unconsciously 
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cophe Se Sn eee the cheque 
in payment for his passage. “That our English method 
of wn i nnacaiioald differ from the modern 
Arabic in the length of a dash or the size of a dot only 
serves to illustrate the inextricable mixture of if 
assorted knowledge and misconception of the East 
which comes to the Briton in the course of his normal 
upbringing. The European critic is handicapped in 
very much the same way and , in comman 
with the Briton, the tendency to bring with him to the 
East a ready-made standard of criticism to which 
Muhammadan architecture is required to conform. 
Where the difference between the standant of criticism 
and the object under examination is $0 great as to 
present obvious ineompatbilty of meaurement, the 
critic falls back upon the pleasantly 

pomible frat eausee and trlumpbantly. Gacovers 

all that is good in Muhammadan art 
either from some ancient contact with the traditions 
of his, the critic's, native land, or with some religion, 
person, place, or thing exterior to itself which happens 
to have enlisted the critic's sympathy. 

‘Phe Roman observer will have it that Arab architec 
ture originates from seeds sown by ancient Rome : the 
Coptic sympathiser discovers a Coptic architect; and the 
Armenian aympathiser finds evidence of Armenian 
architectural genius underlying any notable Muham- 
madan work, Whatever the designer's nationalit 
he is invariably made out to be a non-Muhammadan, 
‘until the centre of interest shifts from the question of 
authorship by Christians to the marvellous power 
possessed by the Muhammadan client of getting such 
Righty satisfactory results from alien craftsmen, 


While recording in his pages the neements of 
former writers which bear unmistakable evidences of 
partisan spirit, Mr. Briggs shows himself well qualified 
to take a more impartial view of his subject, and, 
without expressing an opinion, calls his readers’ 
attention to the difficulty of exacting exquisite work- 
manship from reluctant bondsmen, He makes it 
appear, too, that Muhanmadan architecture is the 
enuine expression of a distinct faith and that the 
several magnificent buildings created fo 
inevitably conform in the largest measure 
mental requirements, whatsoever the personal religion 
of the designer and craftsmen, 

‘The relations of European architects with their 
clients differ considerably from those which subsisted 
between an Oriental despot and his designer-craftsman, 
for the system. of direct contract implied a knowledge 
and appreciation of architectural form and detail on 
the part of the employer possessed by few English 
amateurs. 

From the tale of Ibn Tutun and his Coptic architeer, 
as retold by the author in connection with the partic 
lars given of the upbringing of Ibn Tutun, it appears 












































that this governor of Egypt was able to supply his 
architect with information derived from his personal 
recollections of the great ie at Samarra in Meso- 
potamia, which affected the design of the brick and 
plaster piers and of the minaret with its external spiral 
tai 


"The interest of the Oriental client in the projected 
work is very keen, personal and highly instructed even 
atthe present day,and was certainly not less so in the 
medieval period, "The setting out of the building on 
the site mutually by the client and the craftsman- 
contractor is 2 fanction which differs intensely from 
‘our routine of setting out by the builder's foreman 
from a hard and fast plan, On this point Mr. Bri 

ives his own translation of a from Abd ale 

iif Relation de Egypt : "The architect, with the 
help. of a bag of plaster, marke out on the ground 
the boundaries and division walls of the building, 
According tothe instructionsof his client, then the actual 
‘work of construction is begun. 

In the rocky districts of Palestine the bag-of:plaster 
method is, or wit in 1909, exchanged for « stil more 
direct use of corner stones temporarily placed in pot 
tion by workmen and removed from point to. point 
‘uti all parties are satisfied that good revults have been 
obraned when the stones are motared into positon, 

incompatibility of exact geometry with these 
apparently haphazard methods has, been pointed out 
HM: Gayet who sins that fo the abaate masonry 
certain buildings very accurate detailed drawinty 
mut have been prepared, but the system of denigh en 
the site by a process of adaptation and adjustment of 
the material is relied upon far more than is the case 
with us, ‘The combination of ' profound knowlege 
Of the science of descriptive geometry with the die- 
Cretion to ute or to abandon absolute syminetty a8 the 
case demanded was a special function ‘of ‘craftsmen 
employed by the Muharmadans, 

‘The art of suggesting a reasonable point of view by 
the presentation ofthe highly imaginative but mutually 
contradictory accounts of former writers is exemplified 
in several pages of Me. Briggn’s work, and the eader 
may not find himself called upon to give very serious 
consideration to the quotation from M- Gayet concern 
ing Arabic geometrical design : "The pattern derived 
from the multiplication of the square or the octagon 
wil awaken, he es of the unchangeable andthe 
‘ternal, that based on the heptagon suggests a vague 
restless mystery.” git ao 

In other cases where the author ventures to give his 
ownsummingup of the evidence his personal knee 
of the monuments serves him well, Invited to deci 
whether colour rather than form is the predominant 
factor in Arab art, he pronounces in favour of ta ens 
cellence in both directions. "The elaborate deeoras 
tion of walls and’ domes was incised: rather’ than 
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modelled, though it must be borne in mind that the 
strong light of Egypt gives n 
line scratched on stucco as th 
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ce, like the delicate mouldings of the Parthenon, 
rt adapting itself to local conditions. But, on the 
ther hand, in their embattled or foliated parapets, in 
their deeply recessed portals, and, above all, in their 
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ts, the Arabs showed that they were perfectly 
alue of shadow and silhouette." 
of stalactite ornament the reader is 








Avvap, Minanets 


opinion, that Mr. Briges agrees with the conclusion 
arrived at by the late R, Phéne Spiers, if not with all 
his arguments in detail, that the first home of the 
Stalactite was in Mesopotamia. ‘The author's refusal 





7 June 1924 MUHAMMADAD 
to see any structural value in stalactites can hardly 
apply to their use as masonry corbels at the springing 
of an arch or niche, where they perform the very valu- 
able services of the tas-de-charge in the lower courses 
of a Gothic vault, ‘The use of stalactites in plaster 
and woodcarving is, of course, purely ornamental. 
‘This review, or even a far longer one, would fail to 
do justice to the detailed research with which the work 
has been constructed or to the multitude of interesting 
facts presented in both text and illustrations, It may, 
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however, be confidently stated that serious students of 
Muhamadan architecture will read Mr. Briggs’s 
treatise upon the subject whatever else they leave 
unread, and, whatever their personal views upon the 
many controverted questions the style presents, they 
will recognise the impartiality of a sound historian 
underlying the attractive presentation of the whole 
volume, 

ats ‘The Editor desires to acknowledge his indebtedness 10 
thE Oxford University Press for the illustrations in this article. 
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Review 


MODERN ENGLISH ARCHITECTURE, By 
Charles Marriott, Chapman & Hall, Lid., 1924. 
218, met, 

‘This book is written by an understanding layman— 
‘one who is, we suspect, also somewhat of a philosopher. 
Appoint of view is, therefore, presented which the 
thinking architect doubtless will accept, but which he 
does not often formulate, possibly because he is of 
necessity so engrossed with the business of architecture 
that he overlooks its philosophical implication 

‘This, however, is only half an excuse, for in other 
phases of thought, in science, in politics,and in religion, 
there is a continuous attempt to eat some shape into 
anarchy of thought, to. trace whatever thread of 
system there may be in the apparently incoherent life 
We are spinning ; to try and make the inadequate cloth 
Of our ideas cover the nakedness of life as ft presenta 
itself to us; in other words, to philosophise about our 
activities, 

It is rare, however, to hear of anyone sitting down 
quietly to philosophise about architecture : the philo- 
sophy of architecture as a subject has no place in the 
teaching of our schools, and its discussion is avoided at 
headquarters, Only at rare intervals are we invited to 
turn aside and picnic in the woods of philosophy, but 
after a hasty meal we rush off again to our common, 
activities, lucky if we escape mental indigestion, 

‘The last anack we had was Mr. Lionel Budden's 
Introduction to the Theory of Architecture, and previo} 
to that we picnicked ten years ago with’Mr, Geoffrey 
Scott upon the Architecture of Humanism, We there~ 
fore welcome Mr. Charles Marriot invitation to be- 
come amateur philosophers again when he tries to es 
tablish some relation between Modern Architecture and 
modern social conditions by insisting that “an im- 
proved architectural lay-out corresponds with an im= 
proved socal lay-out” which, when applic to such a 
thing as the reconstruction of Regent Street, inevitably 
Jeads tothe conclusion that "the ony rational way to 
preserve Nash's Regent Street would be to go back to 
the shopkeeping of Nash's day." 

The real point at issue, therefore, in the Regent 
Street controversy is not about two kinds of architec- 
ture but two kinds of shopkeeping the economic 
factor, as usual, rules the situation in spite of the pious 
opinions and wishes of any committee that may be 
appointed for the control of taste. 

ien Mr. Marriott comes to the consideration of 

modern domestic architecture we find ourselves in a 

different atmosphere, explained possibly by the relation, 

not altogether fanciful, which he endeavours to esta 
lish between the lack of imagination and justness in the 
design for our churches and shops and the uncertainty 






































and inconsistency in the moral foundations of our re- 
ligious and economical systems, 

“" Tr would be untrue to say that the general superi- 
ority of modern English houses to modern English 
churches and commercial buildings is due to the fact 
that our architects can design in the one and not in the 
others, The simple truth—and it bears on the whole 
subject of architecture—is that houses give them a 
better chance because they rest upon a more secure 
moral foundation," 

‘Thus domestic work, being designed subconsciously 
with more definite regard to the natural instincts of the 
average Englishman, in the felicitous words of Professor 
Santayana, can be made to bend and cling like ivy 

inner man.” "The circulation of the 
blood "is in the design of our houses, whereas other 
f our architecture are often mere “ simply 














‘We are therefore brought sharply in front of Mr. 
Marriott's thesis again, which to all intentsand pu 

is a criticism from an unuisual angle of the old nine- 
teenth century fallacy of art for art's sake, A thesis 
which may be summed up roughly in his own words, 
* Great architecture cannot be got out of architecture 
alone, 

In conclusion, we question whether the excellent 
illustrations given in the book really are representative 
of English architecture of the twentieth century ; are 
they not rather examples which show what can be done 
in their brighter moments by carefully trained minds 
to comply with exceptional circumstances and con- 


Surely. the architecture that is characteristically 

modern is t0 be seen in the mass of buildings forming 

the minor streets of the City, the eotton and woollen 

towns of the North, the Black Country and Suburbia 
wverywhere, 

_ This is modern English architecture expansive and 
Virulent, typical of the time in a sense more truly than 
the iflustrations in Mr, Marriott's book, 

‘This may be a somewhat extreme way of looking at 
things, but judging from the manner in. wl 

iriott uses the word architecture we are inclined to 
think he would agree with us ; his suggestion, in which 
we concur, “that mere building apart from seatheti¢ 
considerations is impossible ” requires us also to admit 
that "the meanest building has an architectural charace 
ter that may be a very bad one.”” 

Such a conclusion, so judicious yet so unexpected, 
raises at once the suspicion in our minds whether the 
examples chosen are really representative of modern 
English architecture, 

‘We must point out one. 




















take on page 151, “The 
fate Mr. C. F. A. Voysey "is an error: heis the present 
master of the Art Workers’ Guild, and very much alive. 


W. E. Vinson Crompron [F]. 
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Exhibition of Modern British Architecture 


AT THE BRITISH EMPIRE EXHIBITION: OPENING CEREMONY 


On Monday, 26 May, the Earl of Crawford and 
Balcarres formally opened the Exhibition of Modern 
British Architecture at Wembley Exhibition, in the 
presence of a distinguished company, 

THE PRESIDENT R.I.B.A. (Mr, J. Alfred Gotch) 
called upon Lord Crawford to open the Exhibition. 

"THE EARL OF CRAWFORD AND BALCARRES 
(Hon, F.R.IB,A): You must all be aware of the 

ject of this Exhibition, It is to show the work of 
ish artists, extending back for some twenty years, 
and representing all parts of the British Empire, at 
home and overseas. It is good, in the first place, that 
the ort of architecture should dccupy so prominent a 
place in the Palace devoted to the artsin general, Here 
\We are, immediately on the right of the main entrance 
to this great building, thus occupying a position of 
primacy which all artists, whether they be sculptors 
or painters, or indeed musicians or poets, will readily 
concede to the mother of the arts, namely, architecture, 
‘The Exhibition, though representative, T am glad to 
say is not over-representative. [tis true that we have 
got here some 450 examples representing the work of 
‘no fewer than 300 architects, from theUnited Kingdom, 
from Canada, from India and from South Afri 
Australasia, alas ! is not yet represented, the exh 
not having arrived in time for this occasion, an 
omission I specially regret, because some admirable 
work has recently heen accomplished in the great 
Continent of Australia, ‘The Exhibition is represen- 
tative, roughly covering about 20 years, though at the 
same ‘time representing the work of a good many 
generations of architects, for we have illustrations of 
the work of the veteran architect, Sir Thomas Jackson, 
atone end of the scale, and at the other end of the scale 
we haye reproductions of work performed by young 
‘men and women in their twenties... We see all styles, all 
characters, all methods and all objectives. If you look 
through the eatalogue you will realise how wide is the 
scope to which this art is devoted : a college of music, 
a city hall, a town hall, a school, a music room, a war 
memorial,’ dining-room, banks—there seem to be 
many banks in the British Empire—public baths, a 
church, cathedral, 1 convent, factories, country 
houses, business houses, andl so on, showing that, as 
time goes on, those who occupy commercial or business 
premises are, happily, coming to realise that for dis- 
tinction, and pethape ‘also for success, the more they 
enlist the services of a well-qualified artist, the more 
likely they are to do credit to themselves and credit to 
the community in which they live, You will notice that 
the walls are entirely occupied by photographs or 
drawings ; there is none of those maddening plans so 












































agreeable to the architect and so deterrent to the lay- 
man, like most of you and certainly like myself. 1 
believe some architects disapprove of this. Photo- 
graphy, often enough, does not convey the full 

nificance of the building, and in some cases, 
tell me, invests it with a dignity and charm wi 
originally it did not possess, But, after all, this Exhibi- 
tion is not prepared in order to be a technical exhibition 
for technical men it is meant to appeal to the publicas 
a whole, to show the vast crowds who come here (S 
Lawrence Weaver tells me that a day or two a 

fewer than 15,000 people passed through this particular 
building) the effort and the achievement of architec- 




















ture, The Exhibition represents the effort, the pro 
gress and, T hope, also the stability of the art of 
architecture, ‘There is plenty of scholarship, too, 


plenty of originality. Personally, T do not look upon 
ity as an objective in itself ; those who try to 
achieve originality merely because they despise the 
past seldom produce anything really worthy of the 
present, But originality of thought and of scholar- 
ship. is, of all things, an excellent factor in work as 
applied to the requirements of our Empire, for we have 
‘every variety of climate, of sky, temperature and 
ogy, each of which must, and should, have its 
influence upon the local architecture, and in and from 
each of which muc ration can be drawn. 
‘This is « really national British Exhibition ; nobody 
going round these rooms could ever be deluded into 
saying that what they see before them is the work of 
Italian, German, or Scandinavian artists. What you 
sce is British and essentially Btitish ; what is gathered 
here together is Imperial and essentially Imperial, 
‘That is what we want to foster and to stimulate—the 
strength of a British ideal, tempered by the 
of the past and drawing lessons from all that 
fruitful in our own day. 

T hope that the public is going to patronise this 
Exhibition as well as it deserves. I hope that the 
‘iimerous artists who will be coming to London this 
surnimer will likewise makea point of secing it. Tt will 
do them good tosee our work ; it will do us good to be 
brought into contact with young and living minds 
from overseas. ‘The interaction will be profitable to 
both. 

Lord Crawford then declared the Exhibition open. 

THE PRESIDENT, in proposing a vote of thanks 
to Lord Crawford, said: We have all Hatened to what 
Lord Crawford has said with great pleasure and have 
admired the discrimination of his remarks. With 
regard to what he said about the plan, I quite agree with 
him, although, as.an architect, one always deplored the 
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absence of plans in an architectural exhibition ; in 
fact, an architect cannot thoroughly understand the 
dimensions unless he has a plan to guide him. But on 
this occasion, as the principal appeal is to the public, T 

it is wise not to have had a great mass of matter 
which would have beei ible to them, I should 
{ike to congratulate Sir John Simpson upon these rooms, 
which are extremely simple in their adornment and are 
admirably lighted, 

T have the greatest pleasure in proposing a vote of 
thanks to Lord Crawford for his kindness this after- 
noon. 









e 
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SIR LAWRENCE WEAVER proposed a vote of 
thanks to the Royal Institute of British Architects, to 
Mr. Gotch, its President, and to the Architecture 
Club and Mr. Squire, its’ President, for their very 
successful labour in gathering together what Lord 
Crawford had said was a most representative show, 
‘The Exhibition had organised all the exhibits inside 
the galleries through various bodies and various com- 
mittees, but he was sure that none had been more 
successful than the Institute in gathering together— 
which was a uificult thing—an entirely representative 
show of British architecture, 





The Exhibits 


BY RONALD P. JONES, M.A. [/:] 


‘The Exhibition now being held in the four “ short 
period ” rooms of the Palace of Art at Wembley repre- 
sents work done in Great Britain, the Dominions, and 
the Colonies during the last fiten years In actual 
fact, this means only ten years of building, divided 
aymmetrically by a five-years interregnum, the effect 
‘of which hay still not entirely lost its force in many 
directions of architectural activity, 

In the Foreword to the Catalogue it is claimed that 
an Exhibition such as this would perhaps have been 
possible only a few years ago, But recently, ex- 
tions of architecture were confined to the galle 
of the architectural societies, where they were seen only 
by architects and students, and to the architectural 
room at the Royal Academy, where they were seen 
chiefly by people who had wandered in by mistake and 
people who only wanted to escape the crowd.’ 














jut is the change,after all, 60 great ? ‘The Palace of 
e Gallery, 
de, anid 


Art in to the general public mainly a Pi 
for admission to which an extra charge 
the short period exhibition of the moment 
regarded as a sort of side show. 

*Caelum non animum mutant qui. . ." transfer 
the scene from Piccadilly to Wembley ! ‘At 4 o'clock 
‘on the day after the official opening exactly cight 
persons were present in the four rooms, including the 
writer of these notes ; and of the eight, three merely 
paused to glance at a model on their hurried voyage to 
the adjoining picture gallery, while one occupied the 
oly shait visible in th pact of the building, ead vas 
obviously resting and ae the sacred and awe- 
inspiring hush which is 40 familiar in the architectural 
room at Burlington House, and is here even more 
restful by contrast with the noise and bustle only a few 
yards away, where a secthing mass of people struggles 
in the queue for the Queen’s Doll’s House—in itself 
certainly a work of architecture, but probably making 
its appeal to the public mind on other grounds, 

































‘The limit of fifteen years which has been taken as 
defining the term ‘* modern " happens to include the 
close of a period of design which we now see to. have 
had its characteristic point of view and treatment of 
design and detail, a point of view which we no longer 
hold, and which definitely dates the buildings in which 
it prevailed. It is questionable whether even yet we 
are fur enough away to judge it dispassionately in the 
Process of architectural evolution : but the sister art 
of music has just provided a parallel case in th 
revival of Strauss’s masterpiece, "* Der Rotenkavalier, 
after an interval of eleven years since its first appear- 
ance in London : for it is only now that we can disen- 
tangle our impressions of it from the merely temporary 
effects of novelty and fashion of the moment, and 
appreciate the greater qualities which have survived 
1 will give it permanent yalue, This architectural 
beriod i typified by a group of large oficial buildings 
Which included the War Office, the Mersey Dock 
Board building in Liverpool, and the Belfast Cit 
Hall (which is included in this exhibition) : they all 
epresent the “competition manner of that time, 
When the scale of the design was sinall and the elements 
of the composition elaborate and crowded, a8 com- 
pared with the greater simplicity and severity of poste 
Wear buildings of the same kind, eye 
‘This tendency to simplification can be seen at work 
all through the first room, which provides a good 
eneral survey of recent building for secular purposes, 
offic professional and commercial, nearly 
‘d 4s Variations on a classical theme,” ‘There 

in from the Empire point of view, the reticent 
of the Royal Palace, and the ornate “ grand 
manner” of Australia House, asserting itself, as the 
headquarters of a vigorous young Dominion should do, 
but always within the limits of dignity while the 
civic section shows the severe " grand manner" of 
the Glamorgan County Hall, and the free individual 
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classic of the London County Hall, Educational life, 
again, ia represented by the severe "‘ neo-grec ” of 
Hhileybury College Big School, and the free “ neo- 
grec" of the Liverpool Students’ Union, ‘The semi- 
public life of ‘the club by, the French clasic of the 
joyal Automobile Club, with its graceful family like- 
ness to Gabriel’s fagades in the Place de la Concorde— 
a likeness all the more appropriate since the French 
Automobile Club now dwells in part of his western 
block ; and by the typically English classic of the 
Carlton Club in its new suit, which bas just replaced 
the rapidly decaying splendours of the Venetian cloak 
of Sansovino. ‘Then we pass to commercial archi- 
tecture on the grand scale, the stately classic of Wolseley 
House and the modernist classic of Messrs. Dickins 
and Jones, with its insistence on rectangular forms to 
the Complete exclusion of all the expected curves and 
rounded surfaces ; and, as a counterblast to the whole 
classic theme, Mesars, Liberty's half-timber madrigal, 
a piece of ‘period scenery” raised to the highest 
int of design and craftsmanship. 
The recreational life is provided for by the brilliant 
experiment at Brighton in the problem of the cinema 
theatre, where the function of the building itself is new 
and comparatively unexplored, so that tradition has 
little weight here, either as a guide or as a burden, 
Another moder problem has only one illustration, 
in the smoking room of the ss. Twscania. ‘The in« 
ternal treatment of the great passenger steamer has 
never yet received its own special consideration, as the 
clothing of foundly different from the 
ordinary “* it may even be argued that if 
architecture is a matter of building, this is not a 
subject of architecture at all, and properly comes under 
the head of decorative furnishing, But it is at any 
rate just as architectural as the internal treatment of a 
steel-framed hotel or office building, except that in the 
steamer, being a floating structure, the use of the 
column us a solid support seems inappropriate, and it 
should only logcily be used ina decorative and playful 
form, a8 in the " treillage" architecture, which is 
already used for the sheltered deck verandahs, 
Domestic architecture, as might be expected, holds 
‘less predominant place than it would have done in an 
exhibition twenty years ago. ‘The last ten years have 
been « difficult period for the type of house in which 
British architecture has always excelled—the country 
house of moderate size, large enough for some sym- 
metry in design, but not too large to lose its homely and 
private quality, Even here, there is noticeable » slight 
change of type from the Georgian “ Ardenrun,” which 
only just comes within the time limit, and the main 
impréssion is of a long, low, and rather, rambling 
kind of house, in different " yernaculars" accord= 
ing to, district—the Cotswold stone of “* Nether- 
Swell,” the brickwork of" The Cloisters,” and the 
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partly timbered version of the old manor at North 
Munstead, 

‘The next two galleries reproduce, with variations, 
the same survey of British work, since the photographs 
fare grouped not by subject, but by designer. ‘The 
rebuilding of the Duchy of ‘Cornwall estate in Ken- 
nington core the modern method of dealing with the 
poorer quarters of a great town, and the new Middlesex 
Guildhall is one of the best recent examples of the 
recognition of historic surroundings without sacrificing 
originality of design, 

Here, and in the remaining British section, the most 
interesting development is that of the Branch Bank, 
which has followed on the great amalgamations which 
have taken place in the last few years. ‘The bank is in 
4 specially good position as a building patron 
ample funds to use, and some architectural dignity and 
display are appropriate a» symbolising its financial 
stability, On this theme there are many variations, 
the Georgian of Andover, so exactly of its period that 
‘one might easily sketch it as a genuine example ; the 
half-timber of Chester, the severe classic of Southport, 
and the more ordinary versions based on seventeenth 
and eighteenth century brick or stonework. 

‘The ecclesistcal section. shows a, good deal of 
traditional gothic to which it seems difficult now to 

wart much living interest, though the Thistle Chay 
Eainburgh shows that it can still be done ; but this 
the" grand manner” 











at 
wall is dominated by the gothi 
of Liverpool Cathedral, which has now reached a stage 
of completion when its greatness can be partly realised. 
‘There are also some experiments in Byzantine brick- 
work, and in the design of chute interiors in lage 








unbroken masses, which may trace their ancestry back 
to the east end of Monreale Cathedral, 

In the fourth room the Dominions are represented 
by forty fine photographs of Canadian architecture 
from the large collection which was seen at the In- 
stitute earlier in this year, All these are dated, w! 
gives additonal interest to the study of their desig, 
and should certainly have been done in the ease of the 
British exhibits. ‘The point of special interest h 
trace the influence of British and French tradi 
domestic work, and of recent American design in 
larger and more public buildings, ‘The latter is evident 
in the Union station at Toronto, which recalls externally 
the Pennsylvania, and internally the Grand Central, 
at New York: in various office buildings which 
approach the skyscraper type, and. show some i 
teresting vertical treatment leaning towards gothic in 
some buildings and classic in others; and in. the 
CPR, hotel at Vancouver, which is an example of 
the piling up of subsidiary masses round a central 
tower—a form of design which has just been forced 
upon New York by recent legislation controlling the 
setting-back of high buildings, French influence 





































ps" adopt a standard design of shop- 
front with which we thereby become fami 

“The next wall contains some illustrations of a classical 
University building at Johannesburg, some buildings 
from the new Delhi, and some from the less riew Cal- 
cutta ;and then the Exhibition suddenly and unex- 
pectedly comes to an end, so far as the Dominions and 
Colonies are concerned, and facles away with a miscel- 
lancous supplement of British examples, Not a single 
building is illustrated from Australia or New Zealand, 
and, except for a photograph of a model from Trinidad, 
nothing from the more topical colonies, where there 
are so many interesting problems of the adaptation of 
European forms of design to new conditions of climate 
and surroundings and material, 

In consequence of this, the Exhibition fails to be 
really representative of the whole Empire, and the 
Pritish section occupies an unduly large share af the 
wall space, But for the fortunate accident that the 
Canadian photographs were available on the spot, it 
‘might have appeared as if the Dominions and Colonies 
had no modern architecture to show at all 




















Of the models exhibited, that of the British Museum 
Extension is extremely effective, and the building lends 
itself specially well to a flat elevation model, ‘The 
domestic models are rather too small in scale for the 
size of the rooms, and one could wish that the Royal 
Academy had been able to send over Sir Reginald Blom- 
field's big model of the Menin Gate, which suffers vice 
‘versafromitscrampedsurroundingsat Burlington House. 

A small scale model of any object appeals to the 
surviving toy-instinct in all of us, whether it is merely 
aan animal family, or reaches the rapturous perfection 
Of the Bassett-Lowke railway engines, or the Atlantic 
liners of the Shipping Companies! windows, or the 
scenes of colonial life which are so attractive a 
Wembley, But regarded as an illustration of archi- 
tecture, a model must have a certain scale and dignity, 
or else the spectator’s attention is taken up rather by 
the ingenuity of the work itself than by the merits 
of the design which it represents, 

‘Taking the Exhibition as a whole, it may be said 
that within its limits of space and completeness, it gives 
fan interesting and encouraging impression of recent 

‘cture, and 30 far ag the British section is con- 
cerned; it is fully representative of our best work and 
lay point of view, 






































Amongst thone who accepted invitation to the opening cere 
mony were ~The Duke of Devonshire, the Eat of Arran, 
the Batt of Strafford, the Lord Bishop of Oxford, Lord a 

Lady Leith, Lord and Lady fuckmaster, Lord nd. Lady 
Shun of Wortley, Lord nd Lay Anal, Lard and Lah 











‘Treowen, Lord Wyfold, Lord Riddell, Lord and Lady Bethel 
Lord and faring, the Master of Blibank and the Hon. 
Mrs, Gideon Murray, Sir Frederick und Lady Lugard, Lod 





Holmes, Lady: Tomlin, Lord Mayor of Brminghatn, 
‘Arr nd tdy Gree, Si Chars sd’ Lady Fotos, 
Luthatw and Lady Pound, Lieut-General Sir Herbert and 
Kady Miles, Lady Zia Wernher, Lady Gugxisberg, Lieut.- 
Colonel Sit "Travers Clacke, ney Lathes, Sie Thos 
Mackensie and Mt ey and Min Sirona, 
Sie Frank Haines, Sir William Hisle-White, Sie Carapbell Stuart, 
Sir John W. Sinpion, Sie Hall and Lady Caine, Sir Charles 
Mongan, Sir Banister hnd Lady Fletcher, Sir James and Lady 
Grichton Browne, Sie Charles und Lady Walston, Sit Charles 
Starmer, Sir Charles and Lady: Allom, Sir John and Lady 
Lavery, Sir Gregory und Lady Poster, Sit Incl and Lady 
Gollanés, Sir George H. Hume, Sir A. lirurawell ‘Thomas, Sit 
James ond Lady Allen, Sir Chats aoa andy Ranta, the 
ayor Of Stoke Newington, the Mayor 0 
Hickney, the Mayor and Mayores of Camberwell, the Mayor 
land Mayoress of Marylebone, the Mayor and Mayorese of 
Shoreditch, the Mayor and Mayorest of Islington, Major- 
General Seely, My’ S/ A” Burt, Major-General ind Mi, 
Guise Moores, General Magnus Mowat, le 
Las, Br Ganerl C:"E: Rix, Colonel and Sr Held 
Colonel and Mrs. Conway Mason, Colonel and Mrs, Liddell, 
Colonel F.8. Leslie, Lieut -Col- Major and Mrs. 
Haldane MeFali, Major ond Mrs, Crooke, and Mev: 
Ct Lawrence, Major Belcher, Major and Mim. H.C. Cove 
Jette, the Vice-Chancellor, University of London and Mrs, 
J Wasing, Me: GU 
CF.A.Voyney, Me 
Nir. A'G.'R: Mackenzie, Mr. C: Cowles Wovsey: Mr. HG. 
Courmey, Professor and Mrs. R/Anning Bell, Mr. and Mex 




































Jobin Walter, Me. Dighy L; Soloman, Mes 
fon, Mr, Walter Cavey Mr- Walter Tapper, Me HD 
‘Wood, 'Me. and Mis: Ey Be Must Ne and Moe 
Kictiet, Mr. and Mra. Suey Hal, Nie and Ms, 
Burke Downiny, Me, and Me. Sydnuy i. 
Newton Me. und Mrs." P- Bennett Ntrc and My: Beats 
Frere Mr. i. Granville Bother, Mes G0, Loyd Mle 
sed Ms, Wei, Brann, Mr: and’ Mes, Maune ie Wath 
Mr. W.'H. Atkin‘Berry, the ‘Secretryy Brith ‘Schost 
ahem, Ma Mi sore" Head Mi Be 
C. B. Blcock, Ste. Bf, Pate 
MeAtthue’ ter, Me Algemon “Fulng 
Cooker, Mec Hardy Ne 3. 
Lyon, Mr: and Nirs Humphvey Deane, Ae Teenie Wie, 
Mer Fred Rownure, Mena Mer Gr stony Pen Rte 
Hr Hare, Ae and Mw: Edward P Weer Moe Ae 
G Berkeley, Me. and Mrs: C11. Biddulph Bschaea Ry 
Moy Geo, Minhope Pus Me, Hush "Ts Morgen Mit Gea 
Hurd Me Hanis oper, ies CF Nornay Mi, Tt 
is Me A: Rod Sie, W. G. Newon, Mr 
Walter Reyooids Me: hou Nia. prt fo 


let, Mr. Francis Jones, 
Mr. R. P. Jones, Mr. Sydney 1 Me: Henry’ Seles 








































Mr. Bvelga Shin, Mr, Chirles Marsote De Jefteny, ReSDL 
Barclay. Niven, Nir. and Mr, AUN, C, Shales Ne AC He 
Browntigy, Mr. Chas. A, Moore, Mr. and Mes, Horiblower, 


Mi. Allred B. Yeates, Mi. Gerad Mir, Mr and Me Gop 
Robinwon, Mc. W."D. Carbo, Mr and Aten W. Hisekeg 
Pompmen, Mr. W.'tNoran walter Sic hae 











Hooper De Wale ct 
H, Codey: Mr.ar Me and a ea 
Golly Mant Mai ee 





id 
Lowry. Mr and Mr. RD, Blumenfelds Mer snd Ni 
Cooke, President the Law Society and Mts. He We 
Ms. and Moy HV. Miles Emcrn, Mea), Wo 
sand Mim, WIL Ansell Me and Nts, G 1 al 

Mand Nt a ville Monigomery, 

Rive Himes, the Secretary Royal Biothg ank 
President Rosal Drawing Society, MAF: Robes 
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The Architecture Club 


SPEECHES BY THE PRIME MINISTER AND MR. GOTCH. 


Mr, J. C. SQUIRE, the President of the Club, 

the “chair at ‘the sixth. dinner of the 
Architecture Club held. at the Hotel Cecil on the 
33 May, ‘The Prime Mininter, the Rt. Hon, J Ramsay 
MacDonald, was the principal guest of the club, and there 
vas a good gathering of members and guesty including 
HH Prince Geonge of Russia, Haron Palmsterna (the Swedith 

er), Mr-fi'T-Buckland, Me H.-P. Cart de Laon 

"Coll, Me, EwareCulpin, Ne WV. Davide 

Mr: Ev Guy Dawber, Me. C: F: W. Dening, Mee W 
Rall ie ic. Ble Duncan ees Mr: 

orrest, Ni, W. A. Forsyth, Sir George Frampton, 

MJ. A, Goteh (President of the RCLB.A)y Me. H Auster 
Milly Mr. Stanley Hamp, Mr. E.°C. Harmen, Mr, Cel 
Harmnworth, Mr. B- Vincent Hsris, Mr Lewis Hind, Nie, 
PB’ Norley Horder, Mr. Haiph Knott’ Mr: HV Lanchevte 
irs Gilbert Lediand Me Edvard: Mute, Nr 
Mnule, Mr-/A. A. Milne, Mes H. Greville Montgomery, 
Frank Newnes, Me, Paul Phipps, Mtr. W. Te Plume, McA. Re 
Powys, Mr. 8: C. Ramey, Profesor A, E. Richard, Mr 
Howard Roberton, Proiesor W. Rathenstein, Sie Philip 
Snusoon, Sie Jahn Simpnon, Me A. Dunbar Sith, Mire F 
Speyer’ Mr, Harold Smblers Mee W. Harding 

Philp “Tilden, Sir Charler" Watson, Sir Lawrence 
Weaver, Lord Gerald Wellesley, Sit, Ow 
Rotwre Witt and Profesear J. Hubert We 

‘After the loyal touts he chairman called attention to 
the Exhibition of Swedish Architecture at the Galleries 
ofthe R.LB/A. and hoped that fe would draw large 
Attendance of visitors. 

‘The PRIME MINISTER, in proposing the tonst of 
Architecture,” suid he supposed he was there for one oF 
two very simple reasons, he first wan that he waa Very 
‘mutch imtereated in architecture ; the. second, which Wa 
Perhapa explanatory of the frst, was that fong before he 
fined with the pode at 8:30 in the evening -he supped 
with the muges‘et midnight, nd at those suppers, he 
Acquired an interest ia the things which were beautiful 
to the eye and comforting to the ming, He hd no 
intention whatever, although the temptation was pethaps 
Severe, of disturbing the ealm enjoyment they Had had 
that evening by talking about controversial topics. A 
a meeting such as that not long ago a friend of is 
told enough to make the suggestion that all the public 
buildings in: London should be ficed with glazed tiles, 
Another colleague of his was, he believed, foolhardy 
enough to give his opinion in favour of building a bridge 
over Piccadilly. Circus, and two or three members of 
Parliament had found they bud sod tate forthe fist time 
in their lives and were bothering him about the p 
new St. Paul Bridge, If be discussed those. contro- 
‘ersies tal he would do itin private, and notin public 
{EC eninge would hep tothe Manon he ong 

‘was proporing was toe re to by Mr. Goreh, 
‘one of those fathful and devoted servants of architecture 
‘who had looked into the past ns well ns contributed some~ 
thing to the present, Hle did not know whether Mr, 
Gotch had been so modest as me writers on architecture 
who refused to claim that architecture was the fist of all 
the arts; but he (the speaker) did claim that position for 



































































architecture, ‘They were told that architecture did not 
begin until a definite and conscious sense was su 

imposed upon utility. Utility had never in the whole 
history of humanity been dissociated from a desire to 
do something that was beautiful as well. ‘The first archi- 
tect, the forefather of that club, was the simian gentleman 
who, paying attentions to a simian lady upon a somewhat 
warm day, broke off a bough which he selected not merely 
hbecause it was convenient to protect her head from the 
searching rays of the sun, bur because he felt it was the 
best and most attractive bough on the tree, ‘That was 
the beginning of a i istori 

that simian was. the 
runner of Mr. Gotch ; the raw material from which the 
Knights who buitt Wembley had been fashioned. Not 
only was architecture the first of all the arta, but it was the 
‘most omnipresent of all the arts. If he wanted to buy 
‘a good picture he found that a rich American was stepping 
in front of him, and he could not have it; or it might 
be that 4 wealthy person not American would buy it in 
front of him and transfer it to that harem which he called 
his private picture gallery. It was a most extraordinary 
thing that private enterprise in the collection of art 
seemed to have a predominating idea similar to that of 
the Mohammedan who discovered a beautiful lady and 
immediately appropriated he ed her up. ‘The 

























other arts were purely indivi Hix heart was 
with the le was sorry to say. 
that even in the choice of his house he had no free will. 





If he wanted to have a door which welcomed him every 
time he put his Jatch-key into it, he had not the liberty 
to select it, If he wanted a house which beckoned to 
hhim every time he turned the comer of the street in which 
i was situated, it was out of the question. Every decent, 
God-fearing man declined to buy ready-made clothes— 
was it not, therefore, a much greater sin to live in a ready~ 
mace house ? For, after all, a house was clothing, But 
if he could not take advantage of free will in the choice 
door, of his house, there was one 
could do—he could enjoy the streets of the town 
he lived, ‘Thi was where architecture came 
in asa great social art, He believed in some way that he 
‘was responsible for the National Gallery, and he was very 
proud of it; but a thing they were very apt to forget was, 
that for every hundred people who took delight in that 
xallery, a million people saw the public buildings that 
‘were on our streets, On a pure mathematical ba 
‘was far more important that the G 
that its public buildings were beautiful than that it 
‘see that there was a choice collection of old a 
masters properly housed. ‘There were some things in 
London which he had passed for the past thirty years for 
which he had never a kind word, never a kind thought. 
And he did not like that. . That was why he hoped archi- 
tects would form an aasccaton that would adopt os 
revolutionary methods and give him the pleasure of ge 
up one morning and finding that the things he had referred 
to were not. ‘There undoubtedly the Government came 
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in, "They had a very great responsibility. His great test 
of Government responsibility in building was : ‘Can T 
feel happy, can T get a cheery smile, can I feel spiritual 
welcome every day I pass a building on my way to busi- 
ness?” He would tell them a secret he hoped Mr. 
Baldwin would not object to, Just before he (the speaker) 
came into office he was consulted about a certain com- 
mittee which was set up to look after monuments and big 
buildings and that sort of thing, and he said, " For good- 
ake appoint it before I come in." He was perfectly 
certain that Committee was composed of the most worthy 
‘gentlemen who could have been selected, but he was not 
at all sure but that he would do good service if he supple- 
mented it with another = a committee of artists, architects 
and men—and perhaps women too—of good chaste eye 
who could appreciate a beautiful thing when they saw it. 
He would charge that committee, not with the power of 
creating something fresh, but from the snnual estimates 
voted by Parliament he would give them a good store of 
dynamite and allow them to use their discretion in em- 
Ploying it to clear the way for ereaions that would give 
people more pleasure and would benefit the community 
more than happened at the present time, But the great 
‘point was this ; What could the Government do for archi 
tecture? He was one of those in favour of getting his 
otters filed, his pencils sharpened, and his doors opened 
by bureaucracy ; that was the job of bureaucracy, But 
when it came to matters of architecture and such things 
bureaucracy was out of place—it was too stiff, it became 
too stuck, An artist who became a bureaucrat became a 
cog in a machine, Spontaneity, the open heart to wel 
‘come anything new, was gone. ‘Therefore he was opposed 
to bureaucracy. ‘The Architecture Club was composed 
partly of professional architects and partly of the patrons 
‘of architectuire—the lion and the lamb—and that evening 
they were sitting down in holy harmony together. He 
‘would suggest to the club that it could do no better public 
service than by helping him out of his difficulty, “ How 
ean the Government help architecture; how can the 
Government help art?" His conclusion was that per= 
haps the only possible way just now was for the Govern- 
ment to be a patron of the arts, leaving the architect free 
to do his untrammelied best, and even then there would 
be many a slip between the cup of idea and the lip of 
accomplishment. But nevertheless, when they looked 
‘on those old buildings which Welighted them so much 
it was perfectly clear that the public had been an essential 
element in the development of art. He would like the 
wublie patron to do more than he had done. He would 
Fike to be serured that not s public building, however 
smal], would be put up in this country unless it would be 
possible for men and women of good taste to take strangers 
to look at it without being ashamed of it. He did not 
‘want public buildings to be more extensive ; he did not 
‘want them to be great, huge, vulgar things ; he did not 
want them to impress by inunensity alone—he wanted 
them to impress by their chastity, by their spiritual 
correctness. If architects bore that in mind they might 
design plain walls or decorated walls ; the effect would 
be the sume, and the citizens would be proud of the spirit 
of their country as embodied in the buildings of the 
‘country. He asked them to drink to" Architecture,” the 
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‘oldest of the arts, the most omnipresent of the arts, the 
art which in its completeness, its wholeness, most com- 
prehended the human spirit because it provided the place 
in which the human spirit could dwell. And in giving 
the toast there was no name he could more appropriately 
‘sssociate with it than the name of Mr, Gotch. No one’ 
had given more opportunities to the young architect to 
seta grip of tradition, and without tradition architecture 


Mr. J. Alfred Gotch, P.R.I.B.A,, in responding to the 
toast, thanked the Prime Minister for his admirable 
speech, and dwelt upon the discrimination it displayed, 
‘especially in regard to the Simian ancestry of architects, 
but he trusted that x0 far as his own derivation was con= 
cerned he had not inherited his early ancestors’ cast of 
countenance. In referring to the composition of the 
club, the Prime Minister had mentioned architects and 
Patrons, but had not alluded to the members of the press, 

‘Mr, Goteh then proceeded >— 

connection between architecture and the press 
which this club has established should be beneficial to 
both the interests concerned. It affords opportunities to 
members of the press, on the one hand, of familiarising 
themselves with architecture, with ite meanings, witl 
limitations and its 
the other hand, it affords opportunity of familia 
public with the ideas that underlie the manifestations of 
architecture which meet their eyes on every hand. 

1 would respectfully plead for a dignified treatment of 
the subject, free from the chatty interview, or anything 
likely to degenerate into. barefaced advertisement of 
architects and building materials. 1 do not presume to 
Suggest to journalists the best method of gaining. the 
Public ear, but from the point of view of architecture itis 
the building itself that is of interest, not the personality 
of the architect or his opinions, nor yet the ordinary 
materials employed in it, the vendors of which desire to, 
increase their ‘sales. Nevertheless the  archite 
creator of the building, is worthy of mention—qi 
worthy, in the case of a public building, as the gentleman 
who opens it, or even the firm who supply the refresh 
meni 

It appears to me that one of thé ways to attract the 
public andl increase its interest in architecture isto bring 

rome to it the human aspect of the subject; and by 
hhuman aspect I do not mean the appearance of the erchie 
tect as distinguished from his architecture, but rather the 
forms which architecture as taken from time to time-— 
and indeed still takes—in order to comply with human, 
needs and desires, or forms to which it has been brought 
by the force of great emotions or profound thought, 

4 Of the two great styles familiar tous in the Westy 
Gothic appeals to the emotions, Classic to the intellect. 
The worshippers in Gothic cathedrals were not drawn 0 
them by pure reason or the wish to have intellectual 
doubts resolved, but by worship to be paid to an uncom= 
Prehended Power, by joy to be expressed, grief to be 
assuaged, guilt to be confessed and pardoned—on terms, 
And s0 these buildings produce in mankind according to 
its mood unspeakable awe, exaltation of spirit, peace of 
mind, suggestions of mystery beyond human knowledge, 
‘They follow no fixed rules of proportion ; here they are 
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narrow and lofty, there broad and low. Here they soar 
to heights incalculable, there they stretch away in infinite 
Perspective, ‘Their intricacy of detail is resolved by 
constant repetition into harmonious simplicity. 

But emotions can be exhausted, as well those of the 
masses as those of individuals, Europe, awaiting a new 
stimulus, grew restless, and then there came that great 
awakening which we term the Renaissance. Knowled; 
strove with ignorance, the mind questioned the heart, the 
intellect held the emotions in check. No longer ‘was 
architecture to be subject to a kind of inspired frenzy. 
Under the guidance of devotees filled with knowledge of 
ancient classic examples it now submitted itself to strict 
rules of proportion, to symmetrical marshalling of its 
features, to carefully calculated striving after lofty ideals, 
Its appeal was now to the intellect rather than to the 
emotions, which found a vent through more mundane 
outlets. 

From this very fleeting glimpse of architecture in one 
of its human aspeets may’ I pass to an equally brief glance 
at a direction in which it has complied with human needs 
and desires? 

We have often gazed with delight at some tower 
perched upon a eray or sanding forlornly mirrored in & 
lake. But the romance of the one position and the 
desolation of the other played no part in the original con~ 
ception. ‘These towers, which in truth were the homes of 
‘our early ancestors, were placed in such situations for 
the purposes of security. ‘The same purpose controlled 
their appearance, which is fittle more than a mass of 
masonry—a limitation easily understood when we reflect 
that every window was a weak spot in defence against 
determined attack. For centuries did this need. of 
security dominate the architecture of houses ; but as law 
find order grew greater, the necessity for protection 
less, and at length almost vanished under the rule of 
Elizabeth. And so the mansions of her time became full 
of windows—they spread themselves bravely, they cast 
off cumbroux devices for defence, they assumed, in th 
words of Sir Thomas More, a" gorgeous and gallant " 
aspect, ‘Their size and arrangement were tributes to an 
increase of refinement, and were sometimes tributes to 
the queen herself and the desire to house her adequately 
during her frequent progresses, ts 

‘But the mansions of Elizabeth fade from our vision ; 
tables, parapets, great chimney-stacks, mullioned win 
dows melt into thin air, and the picture emerges again as 
great house flanked by detached wings. Its columned 

. ity duly spaced sash windows, its colonnades 
outward to the wings, make up a wide-stretchi 
fagade which fills the beholder with wonder and ai 
tion; and well it may, for this is the palace of one of 
Queen Anne’s nobles, for whom the world was made 
snd the fullness thereof. 

Far away within a rural garden, or placed hard on 
some strect an it leaves a country town, stands a modest 
Yet substantial house of red brick, with « pleasant front 
door placed amid sash windows large and simple on each 
hand. ‘This is a development in architecture consequent 
fon the definite emergence of the middle classes and 
marked by the increase of well-to-do merchants, of 
Jawyers, doctors und maiden ladies of independent means, 
who all housed themselves in such dwellings. 
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A whole gallery of similar pictures might be drawn, 
some in stronger colours, some in subtler detail, but all 
showing how architecture reflects social changes, and 
how, behind its graye and impassive front, there is a vivid 
hhuman interest. 





UNIFICATION AND REGISTRATION 
Owing to inadvertance the concluding letter of the 
correspondence between the President of the Institute 
and Mr. A. W. S, Cross was omitted in the last issue of 


the Journal (sce pp. 485-86, "The President's letter was, 
as follows : 





15 Apvil 1924, 

Dean Mx. Cxoss—Your letter of 2 April was read to 
the Council yesterday. After careful consideration they 
decided thar they could not sec their way to alter the 
decision which they hid previously taken, namely, to 
place the whole matter before the General Body at the 
forthcoming election and to abide by the decision, As the 
interests of the Licentiates, who at present have no vote, 
are affected by the Council's proposals, it was also decided 
to consult them on the scheme. 

‘The Council deeply regret that the '* Defence League "" 
have not seen their way to accept the Council's proposals, 
which have been put forward as a sincere attempr to find 
4 middle course between the views of those who are i 
favour of a large measure of unification such as. was 
discussed in 1932 and those who are opposed to any 
Addition to the membership of the RALD.AY 
__ Believing as they do that their proposals conatitute the 
irreducible minimum of the concessions that must be 
accepted if any serious progress is to be made in the pro: 
motion of « Registration Bill, chey regret that the ‘ De- 
fence League" have found ‘it necessary to take up a 
position which the Council believe to be contrary to the 
‘Wishes of the profession as a whole, 

In view of the irreconeilabl ide definite 
up by cervwin members of the " Defence League " Com- 
mittee at the recent conference, the Council feel that they 
have no option but to place the whole matter before the 
members.—Yours faithfully, 





























J. Aurmp Goren, 
President RB. 





A.W, S. Cross, Esq. 


MR, GOTCH AND OXFORD UNIVERSITY 

‘The Honorary Degree of Master of Arts of the 
University of Oxford will be conferred upon the 
President (Mr. J. Alfred Gotch), on 19 June 1924. 

‘THE BIRTHDAY HONOURS. 

Mr. Jobn Sulman [¥"J, of Sydney, Chairman of the 
Canberra Advisory Committee, was honoured with a 
Knighthood in recognition of his services to the 
Commonwealth of Australia, and Mr. Walter Peacock 
(Honorary Associate) created a K.C.V.0, 








‘The Annual General Meeting of the members of 

Society for the Promotion of Roman Studies will be held ot 
the Society. of Antiquaries, Burlington House, Ws, on 
‘Tuesday, 17 June, at 4.30, Dr. G. Macdonald, the Presiden’, 
will take the Chair, 
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Obituary 
F. W. POMEROY, R.A. (Honorary Associate). 
By Sim W. Goscomus Joun, R.A. 

A warm and intimate friendship of over 40. years 
enables me to speak with admiration and affection of 
the late F, W. Pomeroy, R-A., whose disposition and 
character endeared him to so large a circle of friends 

quaintances. His broad and ie mind, 
hed by wide experienee, was singularly free from 
prejudice and narrow-mindedness ; for his attitude 
towards art and life was one of sympathy and wise 
Er aes ke Ig ive id aa responded to all 

He was live, and readily to 
that was sincere and earnest; but humbug and chi- 
canery of all kinds were foreign to his open and 
Windy nature, ‘To one so happily constituted the 
practice of sculpture came naturally and easly, for he 
hever appeared to be handicapped, even as a student, 
by technical difficulties. 

“The ease with which he through the schools 
was remarkable and astonishing ; and all who were 
his fellow students at Lambeth and the Royal Academy 
well remember the enthusiasm which his work in the 
schools created. ‘Those were memorable days in the 
history of English sculpture, and the names of Harry 
Dates and his intimate friend and fellow student, 
Frederick Pomeroy, will not be forgotten. i 

‘These notable qualities in the student bore rich 
fruit in the years that followed, anda long and varied 
seves of works of high merit soon placed Pomeroy 
in the front rank of British sculptor. A happy 
temperament and a balanced mind shone throu, 
he did, and many of his works possess a serene 
that is truly Greek in spirit and ingpiration, ‘There is 
no obvious striving after beauty, or, as a matter of 
fact, after any special quality ; but by a rare combina~ 
lion of auitability of materia, design and execution, 
with 2 remarkable plastic rightness, grace and beauty 
‘came forth naturally, i je it 
natural growth, 

"These unusual characteristics are shown very clearly 
in Pomeroy's decorative works, for, whatever the 
subject-matter happened to be, the work always pos- 
feasce an agreeable afinity” with the architectural 
Setting. His portrait statues, effigies, etc., are, for 
similar reasons, always convincing and true t chirac- 
ter, “His happy. temperament and eal "fair" fr 
sculpture are delightfully portrayed in his nude statues 
See ae i tines Weeee hia oval concioons, 
and was moved only by his own impulses, 

Pomeroy was of the race of born sculptors. He 
did not drift into the art, but came, as was fitting and 
fight, through the crafts, and his vocation seemed as 
inevitable as a link in the chain. 
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He was never turned from his in the smallest 
way by the sensational manifestations that arise from 
time to time and cause excitement in the realm of 
sculpture. His instincts were too well rooted. He 
welcomed all new efforts, but the sensational he re- 
ceived with a kindly tolerance, safe in the knowl 
that they were only of passing interest, He had lit 
liking for the capricious and the eccentric, The frank 
and the straightforward were more to his taste, 

Pomeroy’s greatest attribute was, I think, his 
loyalty, which extended not only to his friends, but 
influenced all his actions and touched everything 
with which he had to deal, His geniality was petheps 
bs moet outstanding characteraic, 

any goa distinguished foreign sculptor 
told me that Ponmeroy was "the bapplest sculptor he 
hhad ever known. 

We shall all miss him much, but to thuse who were 
his fellow students inthe early eighties, the lose will 

great, 


BERTRAM GROSVENOR GOODHUE. 
By H. Austex Hatt (FJ. 

‘Those who heard Mr. Goodhue’s address before 
the Institute on the occasion of the Exhibition of 
American Architecture in November, 1921, will re- 
member a very charming personality as well us u most 
original and stimulating address, Mr, Goodhue was 
naturally difident as a public speaker, but was none the 
les capable of interesting hin audience and leaving an 
impression on their minds of intellectual adventure of 


a high order, 

__ Mr. Goodhue reminded us that he was British both 
in descent and in sympathy, and particularly in archi: 
tectural sympathy ; and the large amount of beautiful 
Gothic work he leaves behind him is a testimony to his 
‘enthusiastic study of English work of the Pre-Reformi 
tion period. No man living in the United § 
done more to keep alive the Gothic tradition of building 
—a tradition which he rightly claimed for America as 
43 well as for the country of her origin, Mr. Goodhue's 
powerful mind has given America perculiarly rich and 
varied architecture in the many beautiful buildings he 
has erected, in each of which great knowledge of the 
past has been the servant of creative genius of excep- 
tional force. ‘Thus he has been able to turn his mind 
































tion, in which a tower of enormous size rises from 
low lines of the office building at its base. It is pro 
bably the most original design for large building that 


hhas been produced in recent years, At the present 
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surprising work, it isinteresting to finda man so steeped 
in tradition as was Goodhue, yet withal so fresh and 
vigorous in thought, who could on occasion give the 
moderns something So stimulating to think about, 

He looked to England for many of his draughtsmen, 
and sought the help of kindred spirits who had been 
trained under the great masters of Gothic work on this 
side, ‘The names of Bodley and Bentley were the 
associations he loved to foster in the office, He would 
express humorous surprise when English architects 
visited America, remarking that they had left the tradi- 
tional source of inspiration behind them, and that 
America had nothing comparable to offer the visitors, 
His natural modesty did not understand how well worth 
it were the creations of his own fertile brain, 

Mr. Gooilhue's one time connection with the firm 
of Cram, Goodhue and Ferguson is well known, and 
the lst of his works has fled the architectural papers, 
His contemporaties in the States have vied with each 
other in paying homage to his memory, and have re- 
corded many aspects of his genius and personal details 
of his life, “We on this side recognise him as a great 

ist who loved our country as his own, and claimed 
we in the comon heritage of its architectural 
achievements in the past, 














JAMES SALMON [#.] 


‘The death took place on a7 April, ot Glatgow, of Mire 
James Salmon, F-R.IB.A., F.LA.(Scot.). The firm of 
Messrs, James Salmon and Son, of which he was the sole 
partner, was founded n hundred years ago by his grand~ 

lie Salmon. His 








character, and rose to an outstanding position in his pro- 
fession, He executed work for the Glasgow Parish Council, 
the Education Authority, and other public bodies, and 
among other buildings in Glasgow erected to his design, 
is « number of important blocks of mercantile offices, 
including the Mercantile Chambers, 63, Rothwell Street, 
the St. Vincent Chambers, 144,'St, Vincent Street, and the 
Lion Chambers, 170, Hope Street, the laat-named being 
constructed of reinforced concrete, of which he made a 
‘special study, 

‘Mr. Salmon was particularly interested in the designin, 
of internal furnishings and decoritions, and in this dit 
much effective and artistic work. His last commission 
Hise feconssruction of “Redlands,” Great Western 
Rosd, Glasgow, for its new purpose as t ROW 
Women’s Private Hospital, 


MR. H. H, STATHAM. 


Mr. Statham, who for many years was Editor of The 
Builder, died om the 29th May. A note on his career 
will appear in the next issue of the JouRNAL, 





L.C.C. Pxovosat, 10 Ctry Counc, 

At the Court of Common Council, held on 29 Mu; 

‘Mr. H. Roper Barrett asked the Chairman of the Bridge 
House Estates Committee whether his attention had been 
called to the answer of the Prime Minister to a question 
addressed to him in the House of Commons concerning 
the construction of the proposed St. Paul’s Bridge, when 
he stated that the Government were prepared to submit 
the question to the Advisory Committee which it was 
Proposed to set up under the London ‘Traffic Bill, 

Sir Henry Kimber replied that the answer of the Prime 
Minister had been before the Bridge House Estates 
Committee that day, At the same time a letter was read 
from the Minister of Transpo 
mittee should defer further deliberation upon the scheme 
unt it should have recived the, consideration of the 
proposed Traffic Committee, which it was hoped to set 
tup at a very early date, Although the Committee had 
resolved to submit a report to the Court, recommending 
that the bridge be proceeded with, and whilst they saw 
no reason to depart from the views they had taken of the 
subject, they had unanimously agreed to comply with 
the suggestion of the Minister of ‘Transport, a course 
which Sir Henry Kimber ventured to hope would receive 
the full approval of the Court. 

“Phe Court of Common Couineil had also before them a 
letter from the London County Council communicating 
the following resolutions :— 

(a) That the City Corporation be invited to join the 
Council in an inquiry into the existing and future pro- 
‘of means of road transit across the ‘Thames in 






































(b) That, subject to the City Corporation accepting the 
invitation referred to in the foregoing resolution (a), 0 

ion be appointed to inquire into the whole 
of the adequacy, condition, etc., of existing 
land the necessity (if any) for additional means of 
transit across the ‘Thames within the Administrative 
County of London, and to formulate a general policy o 
the subject ; and that such Commission do consist 
to one-half of members appointed by the Council and as 
to the other half of members appointed by the City 
Corporation. 

Te was added that a suggestion had been made that the 
Commission should consist of six members of the Council 
wembers of the Corporation, the Corporation 
being invited to give the Council its views in regard to 
the scope of the reference. 

‘The Court agreed, without discussion, that the letter 
be referred to the Special Committee for considerition 
and report, with instructions to confer with the Bridge 
House Estates Committee and any other committee they 
muy think desirable. 


SWEDISH ARCHITECTURE. 

‘The recent exhibition of modern Swedish archi- 
tecture, by its freshness and charm, has come as such 
4 revelation to many of us that it ‘seems appropriate 
in this connection to direct special attention to the 
fact that our library contains a continuous series of 
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Tehnisk Tidskrift, a periodical publication illustrating 
the development of contemporary Swedish archi- 
tecture during the past thirty years, 

It is to Mr. J. G, Clason, of Stockholm, one of our 
Honorary Corresponding "Members, that we are 
indebted during that long period for an annual gift in 
the formof a bound volume of the previou: 

His kindness is hest rewarded by a wider appr 
Giation. The natural result of such study could only 
have one result—an increased admiration for the 
Aelightfal work now being done by Swedish architects, 

. 0. 


‘THE LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL, 
‘Tutt, Conseenation.. 

"The Cathedral will be consecrated in the presence 
of His Majesty the King on the afternoon of Saturday, 
19 July, and on Sunday, 20 July, His Majesty has 
expressed a wish to attend the morning service at the 
‘Cathedral (during this service the special WarMemorial 
‘Tramsept will be dedicated). In addition to the above 
ceremonies, the Cathedral will be are to the public, 
‘on payment, between 24 June and 28 inclusive, 


INTERNATIONAL TOWN PLANNING 
CONFERENCE, AMSTERDAM, 

An International Town Planning Conference has been 

organised by the International Garden Cities and Town 

Planning Federation to take place at Amsterdam from 


2 to 9 Jul 
The cl items for discussion will be." Regional 
Planning Relation to Large Cities,” and “ Parks, 
Park Systems and Recreat 7 
Delegates attend from practically all European 






































‘and there will be contingents from Australia, 
America,’ Japan, etc. H.R.H. Prince-Consort of the 
Netherlands will be the chief patron of the Conference, 


‘There will also be a specially selected exhibition dealing 
with the subjects of the Conference. Further particulars 
can be obtained on application to the Organising Secre= 
tary, International Garden Cities and Town, Planning 
Federation, 3, Gray's Inn Place, London, W.C.1, 


R.LBA. VISIT TO PETERBOROUGH 
BRICKFIELDS. 

A most interesting and enjoyable visit was arranged by 
the R.L.B.A. on Saturday, 31 May, to Peterborough, at 
the invitation of the London Brick Co, and Forders, Ltd., 
‘who placed two saloon carriages at the disposal of the 
members, and eharabancs at Peterborough, to visit the 
brick yards, 

Major Hill kindly conducted the party round, and 
‘explained the various processes. 

Members were much impressed by the modern and 
up-to-date methods employed in the making of Fletton 
bricks, and the insight into their manufacture did much 
to remove some of the prejudices that may still cling to 
the use of the Fletton brick in certain positions. 

‘After lunch and tea, kindly provided at the Great 
Northern Hotel by our hosts, a brochure on the Fletton 
brick was presented to each member. 











THE COLLEGE OF ART, EDINBURGH, 
‘Mx, Geraty Moma’s Arpouvraenr. 

‘Mr. Gerald Moira, RLW.S., who for many years was a 
Professor at the Royal College of Arts, South Kensington, 
has recently been appointed Principal of the College of 
Art, Edinburgh. ‘This appointment, Mr. Moira’s friends 
and clients will be glad to hear, dots not necessitate his 
severance with London, where he will retain his house and 

io, or of his. giving up his private work, which the 
authorities in Edinburgh desire hin to continue for the 
benefit of the students. Mr, Moira’s paintings are well 
known at the Royal Academy’ and other exhibitions, He 
has also, as is well known to architects, been associated 
with the decoration of many important buildings, amongst 
is his work at the Central Criminal 
Court, Lloyd's Register (Board Room and Entrance), 
United Kingdom Provident and ‘Temperance Institution 
{Bord Room), Unigrian Chares, Howse, Liverpool 
ibraryand Vestry), St. Knightsbridge (12 panels 
in chancel), alto the Stations of the Cross at the same 
church, ‘Trocadero Restaurant, Passmore Edwards 
Library, Shoreditch, P. & O, Pavilion, Poris. Exhibit 
1910; Panels in Hall of British Pavilion, Rio Exhibition, 
1923 ; King's Hall, Holborn Restaurant (panels in mosaic), 
numerous ships for the P. & O. Line, ete. Mr. Me 
has also designed much work in stained glass for the 
Mr. E, W. Mountford, Mr. Henry ‘T. Hare, Sir Jo 
Burnet, Messry. Unsworth, Messex, Worthington & Son 
and other architects. 























‘THE ARCHITECTS’ AND SURVEYORS’ 
APPROVED SOCIETY. 

‘The Annual General Meeting of the Architects! and. 
Surveyors’ Approved Society was held at the Surveyors? 
Tnstitution on Wednesday, 16 April. 

Tt was reported that the Society's invested funds 
amounted to £10,190, and the second valuation of the 














Society which was now due, it was hoped, would reveal 
fan extremely satisfactory potition as regards the benefit 
funds. _ During the past year the following benefits had 
been paid :— 
‘ Lona. 
Sickness benefit... 9... 11116-7 
Disablement benefit’ <) |) fa 8S 
Maternity benefit... -. 1) a3 0 8 
Subscriptions to hospitals 35 0 0 
Sraciat Beverirs, 
Dental benefits + 3682 © 
Optical benefits eer art 
Surgical appliances =<. Sr BG 
Convalescent treatment) 1) 16 7 8 


‘The Secretary of the Society will be pleased to advise 
members of the architectural and surveying professions 
‘on matters bearing upon their position under the National 
Insurance Acts. All those whose salary does not exceed 
‘£230 per annum are required to be insured, 

Forms of application and contribution cards can also 
be obtained from the Secretary, 36, Victoria Street, 
Westminster, London, S.W.t. 
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London Building Acts Conimittee 


‘The London Building Acts Committee presented a 
Report to the Council in April last. ‘The Council gave 
it most careful attention at three meetings, one of which 
Was special for that purpose. Representatives of the 
Committee were then present. As a result certain modi- 
fications were inserted by the Council, were unanimously 
approved by the Committee and are included in the final 
report printed herewith, which is in the form approved 
by the Council. 

‘The Council has invited the Hon, Secretary of the 
Committee, Mr. Chas. A. Daubney, to read a Paper on 

"The proposed Reform of the London Building Law” 
on Mondiy, 23 June next, at 4 o'clock, “An advance copy 

of the Paper will be sent to members on application to 
the Secretary of the Institute, ‘There i alarge number 
of points of interest in the Report, and as there may not 
be time for all to be dealt with after the Paper an ad- 
journed meeting will be held on Monday 30 June at 
430 pm. ae 

If there are points which are not dealt with in the Paper, 
and upon which members desire further information, 
is suggested that they should send particulars to the 
‘Secretary of the Institute so that he may receive them not 
lator than Saturday, 21 June. 


FINAL REPORT OF THE LONDON 
BUILDING ACTS COMMITTEE 
I. This Committee was set up by the Council in July roa2 
tnd’ was reorganised in July, 1933. 
M1. "The following Members were 1 
auerdance a the Committee Meetings 
‘numbers after their names Sted 





























posible Number of 
attendances attendances, 

Paul Waterhoue 2s. eT ° 

A. Keen, 7 2 

Professor 8, D. Adshead, M, AC on ° 

Walter Cave A ar ry 

Horace Cubite Aoi ° 

W.R. Davide ' 7 9 

CLA. Dabney 6 16 

E. Guy Dawber, S.A 7] ry 

Mate Dawson " 7 5 

HA Austen Ha Mia a ny 8 

ge Hut a eer ° 

WG: Hunt. H ety, 6 

8 3 nM ° 

Delissa Joseph aie te) 6 

iney Perks, F.S.A. a 5 

. Searles-Wood. oy 5 

Sit Henty Tanner, CH, 18.0. <) 47 4 
Binty L. Solomon, BSc. 217 

Bs 2 

Mir TG, Corlene, 7 : 

M. Fletcher, MA/Cantab) 7, o 

red Gotch, F.S.A. 7 8 

Prof, Heresford Pits, Hon, M.A Canta. 7 ° 

7 Py 

FS 7 ° 





TIL. ‘The Committee reference was as follows :—That the 
London Building Acts Committee be established to consider 
the Reform of the Landon Building Acts 


1. Me. JUD. Seues Wood yas elected as Chairman, 
fs, Co A. Dauboey, Hon. Secret 

V.. ‘Phe Committee inserted in the * Journal " general 

Invitation to, members to vend in observations and suggestions, 

‘This invitation in two copies of the Journal " and 

in respange a number of suggestions were sent ii 

VIL" The’ Committee’ carefully considered the report of 
the Royal Commission on Fire Brigades and the recommenda 
tions as they afected London. 

Vil. ‘The Committee as requested by the Council reported 
a» to the administration of the Building Act in connection with 
the Royal Commission on the Greater Scheme. 

‘VIII. ‘The Committee lo bad « conference with the 
Maser Builders" Association, and tad an. opportnity'of 
obtaining their views on various points in connection with the 
Hondon ulding Kew 

‘The Commitice further noted the large number of 











‘onshvs wane watioes camseineot a te eral Building 
Law annually granted by the London County 
SE. From the inforeetion Gbratged Cre all thee bolrce, 


this Committee eame to the conclusion that there is no general 
body of opinion among Architect and Builder” nor In the 
findings of public enquiries, that there should be radical 

oom {in the Building Law of London and its administration, 
but that thers are many enactments which require amendment 
idation, and that administration in some respects 


tmigar be spite we advantage, 
Xi. "Phe Committee following resolution — 
‘The London Building Act of 1894 tonether with ts amending 


‘Acts have Become #0 inva “in 90 many respects are 
ipepplicbie to presouciny ondltonny eat nb corse ot 
thentdequate conduct of Architecture and Building in the Count 
of Lonidon that these Acts should be forthwith simplified 
firended "and. consolidated.” The Committee. recommend 
the Councll of the Institute to invite the London, County. 
Council to take the necessary steps secordingty, at the same 
Sime informing tea hat the Coun of the 
‘appointed x Committe who are already” 
the subject on these lines and that thar Comma 
happy to. plnce their services at the disposal of the London 
County Counel, 

"This was accepted by the Council of the Institute, 
sequently communication was recelved. from 
‘County Counc inviting the Royal Institute of Beit 
tects fo forward their recommendations and. wsuring thers 
that these shall recive the fllest consideration, A fecome 
mmendation ‘was forwarded to’ the London County Counei 
iggesting # Conference 
1 Agammunicaton Wis also reece fam the Superintending 

tect oft 1 County Council exprestinit 
‘wth the Resolution, EE 

Il.” At the outset the Commitee, dea 
gcfereng came 1 the caclunion thet «useful purpoie would 
be served by a consideration, in the first instance, of the brow 

rinciples governing the Building Acte and theit allied Acts, 
eaving examination of details for future: attention, It was 
fac hei would be Yer eae hat ll enactment cognate 
se the London Bulg’ Act popes shal be con 
Sotidated into one yeneral Building rerlappiny an 
‘onfusion would then be avoided, ae 

‘KITT, The following headings were decided upo 

i. ‘The laying out, widening and altering of streets, and 
fixing frontages. 
{i, “The height of bulidings und air space about buildings, 

Consracion of buildings and tates wed here> 
arty wall procedure, 









‘Sub- 
io 








with its main 
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Special and temporary buildings, 
Dangerous and neglected structures, 
Dangerous and noxious businesses, 








fe 
x, Fire protection and means of escape. 
xi. Special and exempted buildings. 
3 Sindee toa eee dy Cannel 
xiii. Administration by the District Surveyor, 
a hoes 
XIV. Under we ofan hescags apres ob ele 
application ‘of ‘the law. was prepared with comments. and 
Somutitan or furan bal gtiaeoee apenas Hee 
oe tae PA tant 
won aha poaienad noa act ete eee 
Fi ie Constinars eortouser are of lion = 


The Laying Out, Widening ona ering of Sires and the 
i, ts 
oe one Fixing of Frontage 


1, That the law should be altered to ive the public a 
right to form crescent roads out of a main road, where 
Impracienbe to form w connection with \. 
4, Thutthe provision that thre house busting pan a pies 
‘of land may cause that land to become a street with all the 
restrictions of the law attaching to the formation of streets 
tends to be oppressive. A larger number than three should 
the limi. 
4. That facilites should be given for development on the 
we of quadrangles and clones. Fs 
4. That under the present’ Law it is permissible for a few 
{rresponaible owners of land on the side of « street to erect 
bhuildings of any small dimensionsand these immediately govern 























the frontage line for all buildings on land intervening, even 
though the land is indifferent 0% Tt seems most 
dlsrae that when a scheme for laying outa stret is approved, 
4 building line should be included in the approval, This also 


Pe peat on igeate 
ios oe Sane a oe en te 
Jay down a building line for all streets whether or not there be 
She deseatier curate eet Se 
so te es tS 
spare ier ane ese aan 
RE Tony tag nl oye eee 
Act, tot “That it should be enacted that short side streets 
fe oar anes 

s. ‘That is not sufficiently placed upon the fact 
lon County Council have wide discretionary 

Soe eel eens 

SE Le, edie an Meno 
eg Ee pe 
Pa lem ge le gos Soman 
from the main traffic a one-storey erection. iid be definitely 
pe Trap el rae Tee top tetera 

; 











iy. 
ti 

















ince ieee 
tars ate 
aa ce pier are iar de 
up roads from abutting owners be included in « Building Act 
Sp ola em en rent iar ng mug a 
ort ee sea nae lente 
Oe 
Seo te Oc out eg Wa 
obligations of abutting owners should be limited to £1 per 
oot of frontage and 10. per foot on flanks, 
Sa ee 
sg eae we eee fat 
septs rope eel cate cpt fra 
Sot, cesar nae ear a enn 
CSC ai eater 
tious voll say have aivoa eet aear eaten athe 
oe reenen eae emetes  e 
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disappearance. No street should thus 1 witho 
oncom Coonty Counc alte acl ntherigy been te 





presented on any application for closing a street, 
9, "That there should be an appeal against the right of the 
etidon" County Comal or. focal shar on prohibit 
over sewers ! many’ of them v 
tion of some may be uno, withthe oul 
ne valuable property may be discovered to be impovsible of 
Alevetopment except ata prohibitive cost, 


SECTION II, 

Height of Buildings and Open Spaces about Buildings 

10. That there is urgen€ necessity for some regular system, 
in place of the present conflicting rules that eonein rules 


= a 
\ecessary, while others unfairly differentis tween simil 
Sosoratoatgs ee er el 


a1, That being seized with the fact that in la of 
there is rent encroachment on the light and air owing. 








to the present right (wth afew exceptions) to bull to hey 
OB fet fora pavernent to coping on any rite occupied ese 
Susans ann ayo oway rca ven though the 
‘ld bulings are ut s few fet high, peeial sacra sort 


te dlirected to seatdting. this: enertachen 


ent expecially ay 
tations which might operate owing to the claim of light and 
‘can be negatived by agreements between owners of ae 
fideo prow srt 

ra, That in any case an existing old building should 
allowed abe rebulc tothe exang ght. bg 

13, "That private interests of building owners should not out= 
veciith the public interests in seeing thar adequate light and 
{ire provided in every street. 

14, ‘That as in all vere, whether old or new, with a width 
(of $0 feet, there isan unrestcicted right under the building lave 
with few ‘exceptions, to build any class of building with 19 
4o fect elevation, this pives « height about 1} times the width 

ofthe street, which would be a reasonable proportion of height 





















eatin are 
Which ‘such revtietons are apetaly nad’ urgently 


Sit; Thar the Chy of Leodea, sould cola spre 
ivileyes and exemptions {rom the su icton 
aha narrow sueet, os Me Musee restriction on 
Uthat wil the nye would era a ow of bung 

narrow streets outlde the City, mera 
for an increased height in wide Frees ih 
ese nent ha io ince tn 
hat while under Paragraph 4 the London Co 
should have. power in new ‘treet wigs donk 
building line beyond which buildings may nor he eect aie 
sites of building land might be vet off somewhat BY the 

Hn pre of hh of bute, 

19. That the power of the London County Councit 
increaed heights in opecial situations shocks senate Met 
‘igyested that the’ London ‘County Comeat Raid eat 
Upon auch eases wth the Fine Art Conergy, 

20. That the presen obligation that for any incre, oe 
ver small, over statutory Height, notice a he at 
sey aur hn 10 Yr shocid Pe nbanionet rea 

21, That Secton 49 of the London 
shoul be moe tht basen a a et, 
where the rear of the vite abuts ont treet and athe a 
ome are adequately Neate 

aa, That Scion qa 
the rea fal domestic bu 

35, That the restriction with reqand fe soot 
ings in Section 15 (9) should he a y 
braldings should be dete with on thesis somes 
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24. ‘That whether a. domestic building: docs or docs not 

abut on a strcet nit spice atthe rear should be provided. 
25, ‘That in new streets a back passage of some other means 
of access to the rear of rows of buildings should be provided, 
26. That the requirement that of working-class 
dwellings which do not abut upon a street shall be submited 
te the London Coury Counc for approval af airspace should 

apply 9 all domestic buildings in auch situations, 

2f, That bedoums with top Fak gly should be forbidden 

That as under Section 45 a bedroom window may o 
Should be reviewed on 











ino a long, narrow court, thik eck 
the lines that the window should be in such & postion that nt 
leat the centre of the room should be adequately lt It 
should be made clear that only one window of each bedroom 
feed comply and not every one. 








29. ‘That the permission to extend a frontage 40 feet down a 
narrow street is hardly sufficient for requirements. 
50 feet it suggested. 

SECTION II, 
Materials and Construction, 


30. ‘That many of the provisions of the present constructional 
‘clauses are obsolete. 

a That London should be in a position to deal directly 
with ‘such technical matters ms thickness of wally, coverings 
of roofs, ett, ete, instead of having to obtain Pusliamentary 
‘sanction for every detail. 

32. That t that fixed rules of construction are 
lements of security for buildings and property owners, 
Alterations in the law are not conducive to economy in bulding 
‘operations and that while the, London County Council have 

‘modifications tn the majority 
provided, does not appear 


‘34, That if laws are obvolete it seems useless to keep them 
on the Statute Book, particularly if unnecessary delay and 
fexpente are involved for sutomatic consents. i 

4. That procedure. by “"byecaws” or" regulations 
‘seems antiquated as regards London. 

35. That the question of construc 
‘materials to be used are substantially 
fre of vital interest to the architect, engineer, builder and. 


Popes ne 
at ander present procedure of be-tars and regu: 
ladon, however, none of thse four interested clmses are 
Darty fo the nial framing of the law sich i ony disclosed 
fren fin practically in sompletd shape, Barkament sould 
be aed vo jive the London County Council the privilege to 
amend rules f constriction and building materials If exercised 
ball parties concerned openty and freely. If this were done 
the Landon County Count could from time to time rd lf 
‘of rest deal of unnecemary workin the way of tppications 
fd invents ad hulding work could be expedited 
37. That the London County Counell should be empowered 
te. un an Advuory Bourdon which mcs rier 
ect nad propery owners 8 10 frame 
fom linet fme rules for construction and building material. 
‘When these rules ar anetined by the Landon County Coun: 


{hey thould come binding on the pubic. 
meet in public 


al 
8. "That thin Advisory Board should al 
aol nay consider amendonenta put forved by way intersted 


‘Party who mayalso on invitation appear in support or of 
39. That in. any case the following should. be 
lnserted in an Act of Parliament :— 

(a) Separation of buildings by party walls, etc, 

(8) The size of buildings used for trade und domestic 

purposes which need fire-resisting floors and stairs, 

(0) The cube of commercial and other similar buildin 

1 now allowed up to. $00/000 cubic feet per floor 
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With 40,000 feet area in buildings 80 feet high, still 
ep a 
Peeled 
Optra attra: deco 
Rules of Procedure ax to Party Walls, Party Fence Walls, ete, 
Mere neh ea 
a eden aed Dotan 
nines armrests 
Acne ane ee 
pag ota gle 














the foundation and that provision should be made to prevent 

silage and other special foundations. from extending on {0 
jund of an adjoining owner, 

third surveyor. 


SECTION V. 
‘Special and Temporary Beilin, 

441. That there should be an appeal against any London 
in 'Goun euiveens construction, but 
hac all special and Smmporary buldinton and structures oder 
four quaren in area should be dealt wit ov rewards: coms 
‘uc by ae Bie Survey sho wth per aed 

‘2, ‘That in view of the express provisions of Setton 
pet the London Building Aet the question of constuction 
Sibticy minh be left entrly with abe dntaet surveyor: nd 
‘nly general principles dealt with by the London. County 
Gosnell in which cme the speci fee might goto he dice 
forever, 

3" That general rule forthe regulation of wooden ytruc- 
cu rel ito cen 29 mn 

M4; That some control auld be ratiored for bist 
apparatus overhanging the public wey * 

SECTION VI. 
Diegerour and Neglected Structure 

45. That the espene incurred by the ovner where the 
surtccure is small in excessive, The dintrict surveyor, before 
ienuing 8 Dangerous Structures Cerufete, howl, taertags 
‘whether the owner is willing to remove the danger fortnwith, 
Barts sould not tefr to ciwes where no delay wher 
permisibler 
Cds TMH soul bs made moe lear tat the Landon 

county Council abould repair or secure: wherever, ponte 
tatber than pull down'a davgeroms struct, fe 

SECTION Vit. 
Dangerous and Notiot Busines, 

age thos some of these ence lead deal 
wil by beds, etey under spect Act of Parhatent it 
teerne dese ta'emove many of them from a Buln Lr, 

“B, That_ pus works should not be eaorapeed ‘tron the 
Nésious Bushen sree 


SECTION VIIL. 


























Dreellings on Lote-tying Ground, 
{2 Tat the enactments under this heading appear resson- 
SECTION Ix, 
Signs. 
$0. That there is urgent necessity to control ** jumping " 
signs, 


St. That asthe present bye-laws with regard to signs pro- 
Jecting from buildings appear 10 be ineffective in preventing 
disigurement of frontages, rules governing them Should. be 
imerted in a Building Law and adminatered by the: district 
furveyor in the sante'way ay he controls cornices nnd sienlat 
projections. 
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SECTION X. 
Fire Protection and Means of Escape. 

52. ‘That under Section 7 of the 1905 Act the Council should 
‘he urged to have greater regard to the Occupation ofthe ground 
oor in framing their requirements or conditions, 

‘sj. That unider Section 13 the Distr 
native the Landon Coun y fe ffective 
‘means of excape, in lieu of escape to the roof, is possible, and 30 
‘expedite the administration ofthis section, 

‘4. ‘That where a building has been provided with means of 
‘escape to the satisfaction of the Council a schedule of the 
means of escape should be perruanently displayed in the build 
ing so thet al concerned may have knowledge ofthe fac, 

5,,That the overlapping procedure existing betwen ory 

factories and workshops and other twenty-penon build 
{nus should be swept away and all: twenty-person buildings 
brought under the single administration of the 1905 Act. 

‘6. ‘That with regard to theatres and such places of assembly 
ss are dealt with by the London County Counel for cinema 
Sind dancing, the’ Committee having noticed the congestion 
and jostling at many places of public nesembly are gravely 
‘concerned at What tay be the result in the case of an alate, 

‘The rules of the London Building Act, 1854, Section 
wrth regard to new churches, chapel public ills, et. are 
‘aot such 4 would deal effectively where lange mimbers of 
Perons ure convemed. 

‘The regultions which have been enforced by the London 
County Couneil with regard to theatres, music hall, cinemas, 
‘tc, are based upon reasoning and calculations which are not 
‘within the knowledge of the architect who designs the 2 

He is concerned as much ts the London County Council 
seeing tht his buildinyg ate as safe as can be reasonably 
‘demonstrated, wo that should theee be un accident the blame 
‘should not be atesbutable 9 Tock of foresight. 

Tis assumed that many of the rogulations are onfy the revult 
of slow accumulation of details gathered from experience of 
problems arising from time to time, 

"The Committee therefore considers that the London County 
Council should in the public interest set up « Committee 10 
Goat the” question of safeguarding she pute tom 
detec in’ lang places of seal, id hat a 
is a subject which iv purely technical nnd not involv , 
tecitce miuht be members ot shat somite nd ould 

no freely take parts 

Tis believed thet clear rues for the guidance of architects 
could be evolved, and the tesponsibility for safeguarding the 
Public would be shared by all parties concerned. 

Norah flowing pints ake out of the npaderation 
of the report of dhe Royal Commission on Fire Brigden, ete. — 

37. That some expeditions method should he adopted in 
dealing with existing buildings in which means of escape is 
setioutly defective. ‘The present method ix cumbersome and 
apensive, and involves unnecessary expense and: dangerous 



































dein 

Hh ag there is alcendy power inthe 1995 Act to require 
the District Surveyor to report existing twenty-person cases, 
the law might be extended 90 that on his teport of a dangerous 
case a formal potice should be sent to the owner requiring him 
Within a specified time to, submit plans and proposals to the 
London County Council for improving his means of escape ; 
sn sppeal othe Tribusal against the nriet surveyor’ report 
to be Riven. ’ 

59. Tht the Committee fayours the idea that where there 
ae roofs of fireproof construetion on both sides of a party wall 
‘parapets are unnecessary 

eri the requirement fo Seeprofing the eins of 
shops and protecting the stairs to the upper floors need to be 
revised 0 that the protection may be effective 40 far a i 
Practicable—the law at present being indefinite, 











61, That new constructional metal in shops and in floors, 
tei cmon a 
62. That the London County Council should give close 
tention fo the une of armoured doors in view ofthe fact that 
in a lem oe tao 
ose ena el eens ner 
a ma bean 
ect pemcnmn sem a 


tance from domestic dwellings, say ten feet, plus an angle of 
_ SECTION XI. 


45 degrees, 





6 
confined to those jo ect aquare, ete, and that larger build 
should be made to comply with the Srdinary law as London fe 
how 90 crowded that stich uncontrolled budge farm a teal 





7. conn the igh Couesbined the London 
Board re sutsnataly terme aerate Bulelog Lave of 
“rea eempt from 
London should be revised by legal enstment er 
‘68, ‘That ‘Government buildings should not encroach om 


building lines, 
SECTION XII. 
Administration by the London County Council. 

69. ‘That applicants to the Building Act Committee should be 
permitted to appear to support their cases if they desire. 

70. ‘That theatres and similar buildings should be approved 
1 Such in the same way as any other twenty-person build 
‘The question of licence to perform plays, ete,, should be 
separate question. 

“71. ‘That applications to the London County Council should 
be’ in duplicate only and these should be sufficient for all 


aliens 
7a That ll certified plane of old buildings (ce pa 

3} sbould be deposted with the Landon Counay Come tad 

shooldbe open for inapection by all imterested partie ree Of 





‘73. ‘That it should not be ne 10. get permission for 
{8 gona addess woe approved bythe London County 
4 


74. That streets should not be required 10 be more 
adequately defined before houses are erected a 
74. Tat two sets of plana right fexsontbly be asked with 
applications under Section 7 of the 1905 Act. 
SECTION XI, 
Administration By the Dulrkt Surveyor. 

76. "That the following conclusions of the Commit 
adopted by the Council of the Institute be acted upon: ce 
(o) ‘That the system under which building. operatic 

have been supervised by district surveyors for so lone 
ory fenton 
vat it ‘not appear that any good put would: 
poate godin peta 
von of bilding operations by ‘ater Stan 
br by altering tbls situs and mode of romaneratons 
(9 Thue would, however, be worth pursuing the tee 
‘of giving to the district surveyors more detailed 
Feponatitty, and ro relieving he Lamon Canes 
i of ich Sines mata ane th 
trouble. Smaller details, subject to the right of 
Sppeal involving such questions te spedal fobs Of 
fisicuon mb wl beled tt hands of 
ict surveyor who have non hes 
‘the necessary local knowledge of the facts. p= 








1 
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(@) Tht these points are of importance in London, a it 
‘ei, but would be of far bre importance f London 

‘wert extended and the distance from County Hall to 
the’ outlying. disticm consequently qrekfer than 
toxday. 
177; That the remuneration of the district surveyor by fees 
ald by setute an at present should continue, ‘Dg 

"7. ‘That the total amount of fees rece/vble by the district 
‘surveyor are not uncessonable, but 

"79. That the fees are required to be readjusted 20 that the 
‘wack requiring large séxvite shuld. carry 5 larger fe than 
‘thers requiring fos, and that in. partculae where a large 
ftumnber of building of same type are erected at one time, a 
Substantially aiminisbed fee only shoul be payable t0 the 
disoiet surveyor. 


80. ‘That in particular where there are an adjoining number 
‘Of houses all of one type the standard fee should be on a 
diminishing xeale, 























SECTION XIV, 
Miscellaneous Provisions. 

8, ‘That in any revision of the Building Law a greater 
umber of items of construction than. at present could. with 
sadvantage be placed with the superintending architect for his 
diseretion. 

2. ‘That the district, surveyor should be empowered to 
certify the size and position of any building, particularly in 
Vier ofthe suggestion in parngraph (1a) a8 10 building to the 
a it, 

8. “That atc wom should got be treated mx storey for 

poses of determining the thickness of walls. 

Pibfe That where nineinch walls are. now permissible for 
domestic buildings 11-inch hollow walls should be permitted, 
40 long ws the walls are properly bonded and built entirely 
in cement mortar 4 

fs; ‘hat the definitions of domestic buildings, warehouse 
buildings snd pubic buildings ace ambiguous and they should 


‘lear. 
86. It is stigueated that all buildings with « floor toad of 

sot more than rf cw per foot should be classified for purpones 

Of thickness of walla with the domestic class, and 

Jtth above that lor fond withthe warchouse cass: the public 

















388. ‘The Committee is of opinion that modification of the 
lave ts indicated above would greatly assist building operations. 





tion, Secretary 


14 May 1924, London Building Acts Committee. 


‘THE WREN SOCIETY. 


‘The first publication of the Wren Society will appear 
this year and will consist of a portfolio of thirty plates 
from the All Soul's Collection of Wren’s drawings 
dealing with St. Paul’s Cathedral. ‘The publications of 
the Society will be supplied free to members and will 
not be obtainable through other channels, "The Orga- 
rising Committee recognise that the number of sub- 
‘cribers must be continually increased by new accessions 
if the Society is to achieve completely the object of set- 
ting up a permanent and trustworthy record of Sir 
Christopher Wren’s life and work, H. Duncan 
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Hendry, the Hon, Secretary, of 43 Doughty Street, 
London, W.C.r, will be pleased to send a prospectus to 
anyone interest 





APPEAL TO MEMBERS IN PRIVATE 
PRACTICE, 

Jn view of the great importance ofthe proposals 
which will be submitted to the general body of 
members on 17 June, the Council of the R.I.B.A. 
are particularly anxious that the meeting on that 
day should be as large and as representative as 
possible. ‘They urgently appeal to those members 
who are in private practice to do all in their power 
to facilitate the attendance at this mecting of those 
of their assistants who are corporate members of 
the R.LB.A., so that the latter may have a fair 
opportunity of recording their votes, 





R.LB.A, ELECTION. 


1 May, 
To the Editor, Joursat. RBA, — 1% 
Dear Sin—It has come to our notice that the 
omission of our names from the Emergency Com: 
mittee’s List for the R.I.B.A. Annual Blection might 
be considered by mem imply a lack of sympathy 
with the Council’s proposals for amalgamation, We, 
therefore, take an early opportunity of stating that, on 
the contrary, the proposals have our unqualified 


suppor 
fe withdrew with the sole object of helping the 
Council, inasmuch as the retention of our names 
would have resulted in the splitting of votes—Yours 

















truly, 
Groen Fraser.  Mavatcn E, Wenn, 
‘T.R. Micpurs. — Henwenr A, Wencit, 
W.G. Newrox, J. Hupewr Worriioton. 


THE R1.B.A. AND THE SOCIETY OF 
ARCHITECTS, 

‘The Poll of Licentiates on the Council’s proposals 
for the Registration and Consolidation of the profession 
has been completed. 881 replies have been received. 
Of these 89 are in favour of the Council's proposals 
and 22 against, 





At a General Meeting of the Leeds and West 
Yorkshire Architectural Society, held on 14 May, 
it was decided unanimously to’ approve the action 
of the Council of the R.LBA, in theit proposal 

incorporate the Society of Architects —thus 
‘united Institute for the purpose of 
obtaining registration of the profession, 
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ARCHITECTS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 


‘The annual general meeting of the Architects’ Benevolent 
Society was held in the rooms of the Institute on Tuesday, 
43 May. In the absence of the President, Mr. W. Hilton 
Nash, the Honorary Treasurer took the chair, ‘Those present 
included Mr. Henry Lovegrove, Mr, Wm. Woodward, Mr. 
Lewis Solomon, Me. Albert. Kingwell, Me. Albere W. 









ling the business of the meeting a vote of 
sympathy was passed to Sir Aston Webb, PRA. a 
‘Trustee and a Past-President of the Society, on 
recent accident, and sincere hope expressed for his rapi 
recovery. 

‘The Annual Report was then read as follows -— 

‘The Council have the pleasure to submit their seventy 
fourth Annual Report. Seventy applicants have been 
helped during the year ax follows : Twenty-one architects 
and architects’ assistants, thirty-two widows of architects, 
tind seventeen orphans, the sum of £1,477 18s. 6d. having 
teen expended in hee rls In sao, 0? Bae 
been paid out in pensions to "s pensioners. 
Subscriptions have maintained a high level, a total of 
£1,106 04. 6d. haying been received, 
he Society's scheme of Professional Insurance by 
which architects may insure their lives through the 
Society and thereby donate the commission, or half of 

,t0 the Benevolent Fund, has been progressing steadily 
during the year. In February 1933. circular letter 
‘was sent to all members of the Royal Institute of British 
Architvcts, the Society of Architects and the Architectural 
‘Association, to Presidents of Allied Societies, Directors 
of Architectural Schools, and to the whole of the archi- 
tectural press ; and it was followed in May by a circular 
from the Sun Life Assurance Society which was sent out 
with the Annual Report, and later as an inset in the 
RLB.A. Jourwat. ‘The results were encouraging. Up 
to date, thirty insurances have been effected and a total 
of £10,136 has been insured, 51 16s. has been received 
by'the Society in commision and 41 16s. has Ween re 
tured to the insured. In addition, the sum of £30 123. 
has been paid to the Society by the Sun Life Assurance 
Society as a sliding scale commission on the total for the 
first year. Commission still to be received from insurance 

effected amounts 10 £6 156, which added to 
been received, makes a welcome addition to 
the capital of the Society of £98 38, It may be mentioned 
that this does not close the account. A certain percentage 
of the premiums will be handed over to the Society 
annually, which will be regarded as a subscription from 
the insured, and will be entered in his name in the Annual 
Report. For the first year the amount received in this 
way will be £13 41. 64., which it is hoped will be greatly 
‘nigmented as time goes on, 

In connection with the insurance scheme the Council 
would like to record their thanks to Mr, H. L, Anderson, 
who presented to the Society, as an alternative to insuring 
his life, £300 in 3} per cent, Conversion Loan. Dona- 
tions fram others of varying amounts to the total of 
L214 121. 6d. were also received. Further donations 
hot directly attributable to the insurance scheme 
amounted to £288 15, 3d. Among the larger donations 
may be mentioned :— 
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£75 from Mr. Vincent Craig: {so from the 1933 
‘Emergency Committee through Mr. Maurice E. Webb ; 
£20 from Mr. E. O, Warne ; £10 105. from Mr. H. L. 
‘Anderson ; £10 tos. from Mr. Graham C. Awdry ; £10 
from Mr, H. Beswick; £5 tos, from Mr. L., Sylvester 
Sullivan ; £5 ss. from Mr. B. Bomer ; the Burnley District 
Society of Architects, Messrs, Driver and Blomficld, 
Mr. Edwin Gunn, Messrs. William and Edward Hunt, 
‘Mr. W. Campbell Jones, Mr. W. Hilton Nash (Honorary 
Treasurer), Mr. 8. G.’Parr, Mr. Stanley Peach, Mr. 
Joseph Pennell, Mr. E.H. Rouse, Mr. Arthur Sykes, Mr. 
‘A. A. H. Scott, Mr, George C. Wingrove, and the York 
and Bast Yorkshire Architectural Society’; £5 from Mr. 
Herbert Baker, Mr, A. Hunter Crawford, Mr. E, 
Johnson, and Mr, A. E.R. Mackenzie, The sum of £20 
ved in payment of the third instalment of 
ts legacy, and {25 was bequeathed by Mr, W. A. 


place of Sir William Emerson, who resigned his 
position as a trustee of the Society, the Council have the 
plegure to, nominate Me, Paul Waterhouse, M.A.Oxon, 

S.A, PPRLBA, 

‘The Council regret to report that the Society has lost 
by death muny supporters during the year, including Sir 
Ambrone Poynter, Burt., the Rev. W. F, Yates Rooker, Mr. 
Walter Burrows, Mr, Arthur Clyne, Mr. William Cooper, 
Mr. Emest Flint, Mr, Arthur Harrison, Mr. E, Hasle- 
hurst, Mr. R. H, Kerr, Mr. George Lethbridge, Sir Jumes 
Lemon, Mr, Sidney Mugeridge, Mr. A, E. Murray, 
‘Mr, George H. ‘Mr. Marshall Robinson, Mr, A. E. 
Sawday, Mr. T. F. ‘Hiekner, Mr. W. Henry Ward, and 
Mihe Counal have the pl 

‘The Council have the pleasure to acknowledge their 
great. indebtedness to the Royal Institute of British 
Architects for the use of office accommodation, and to 
Mr. MacAlister and the staff of the Institute for courteous 
hhelp on all occasions 


‘The Chairman, in moving the adoption of the Report, 
recalled. that the Society was now seventy-four years 
‘old, having been founded thirteen years after the foundt- 
tion of che Royal Iattute. | Dusing that time the funds 
‘at the disposal steadily increased ; 
but if their nde hed focreased, dhe nasther at applicants 
for relief had increased too, and he appealed for wider 
support from members of the architectural profession. 
‘The insurance acheme, he was glad to say, was pros 
gresting favourably, 

‘The Council for the ensuing year was elected as follows = 

President: The President of the RIBAS Me. J Allred 
Gotch, F.S-A.; Vice-President: Mr. ‘Thoinan  Dinwiddy + 
Members : Mesira, William Grellier, Osborn C. Hills, Gearhe 
Hubbard, L. 8, Sullivan, A. Saxon Snell, H. L. Andenot, 
ALE. King Campbell Jones, C. Hi Brodie, Digby Le 
Solomon, W. Henry White, Muurice E. Webby Ry treks 
E. J; Pattridge (representing the Society of Architect) Ey 
Stanley Hall (representing ‘the Architectural Assocation) 
ego serge (epresting the London Society 

 W. Hilton Nash (Honorary Treasurer) snd Si Cl 
Nicklin “(ongrry Secrery) were iadhed. for hee 
services to, the Society und re-elected in ther 
sic and Mr. Lovegrove and Mr, Brodie were edceed 
for Re Hoceedings coved with ote of thanks tothe Toaitite 
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The Annual Elections 


‘The results of the Annual Elections are recorded in 
the subjoined Reports of the Scrutineers, which were 
read at the General Meeting on Monday, 2 June. 

‘The Scrutineers appointed to count the votes for the 
election of the Council and Standing Committee for the 
Session 1924-25 beg to report as follows :—1,601 ene 
Yelopes were received—soq from Fellows and 1,097 from 

jates, ‘The result of the election is as follows => 
COUNCIL, 1024-1025, 

Pussinieet —Blecad + John Alfred Gotch, 1,223 votee— 
Negshlcte :Alire Wiltnm Stephens, Coon ts woe. 
1,688 voting papers were received, of which 44 were‘ivald, 
(bast Par sie Renal Blomfield, RA. (un-op- 

4 Paul Waterhouse (unopposed). 

‘View-Patsiomers.—Hleced * Sie Edwin Landscer Lutyens, 
RA 1908 ote Eaard Guy Dawber ph; Major Hany 

ines, 3345 ‘Herbert "Tudor Buckland, 1.213-—Iet 
Elected : Herbert Duncan Searles-Wood, 489. Svdney Perks, 
4565 Charles Burrows Flockion, 429." 1688 voting papers 
wage which 1 we ai 

low Stcurrany.—Arthur Keen (unopposed). 

Meaney or Coun. Fetiows. Elects Sir John Jemes 
Burnet,A.R,A.,1,251 votes; Henry Vaughan Lanchester; 1,337 
Nae Ce, fa Willa Cue Green, ACA 

rofessor Stanley Davenport Adshead, 1.20 
Scott, RA. 1.173 5 Henry. Victor Ashley, 
Flight Pletcher, 1.138 Major Hubert 
Yay Se Alga cnt Mona ttn9 

festy, 13 John Keppie, 1,007 
‘ti dR ats, 

Taliesin Rees, 1,062 ; + 
Baward Charles Philip: Monson, ‘Elected: Charles 
Kavett Gil, 474 William "Walter Scote-Moncriefl, 453 
William “Giltbee' Seott, 445 | Max Clarke, 435 Pertiva 
Maurice Fraser, 435) He ler“ Will. 433 
Alfred Swan, 4313 Digby Lewis 8 mm, 428 5 
421 Allan Ovenden Collard 4o$ ; Delisaa 
‘Athert ‘Walter Moore,” 393 ; Witham George 
08 Josiah Gunton, 184 5 

Hens John Chewood, a4 Henty Hip Burke Down 
Rin, 236.1688 oting papers were 

Teceived, of which 72 were invalid. 

inte Muatnont OF CoUNCIL. —Elected + Leonard Hol- 
‘ombe Bucknell, 1,220 votes; Professor Lionel Bailey Budden, 
4,208 Michael ‘Theodore Waterhouse, 1,208 
Bradshaw, 1206 ; John Alan Sliter, 1/304; Hope Bagenal, 
4.179. —Not Elected : Frank Woodward, 466 ; William Henry 
Ashford, 462 ; John Douglas Scott, 448 Arthur Wellord, 430; 
Teonard Arthur Cullford, 40s ; Frank Henry Heaven, 89, 

HA88 voting papers were received, of which 10 were invalid. 

Rerwamrarivas “or Autry’ Soctrriss<—Arthur John 
Hope, Manchester Society of Architects (unoppored) ; Wilar 
‘Thotpe Jones, Northern Architectural Association (unoppoved); 
Georke Ande Paterson, Glasgow Institute of Architect (are 
‘epposed) ; Robert Magill Young, Ulster Socery of Architects 
(unopposed) ; George Churchus Lawrence, Wessex Society of 

iteets (unopposed) ; James Stockdale Harrison, Leicester 
iatlatcgtenhi Soach of Architects mopped Edmond 

tram Kirby, Liverpool Architectural Society (unopposed): 
Henry’ Leslie Paterson, Shetield Soctery of Auchitects, (un 
onposed) ; Edward Pricleau Warten, Berks, Bucks and Oxon 
Avchitectiral Association (unopposed). 

Revussmnerarive op “Tie ARCITTYCTUNAL ASSOCIATION — 
ary Stat Cooder: Rendel nmmpmedi oy 

lox. Auprrons.—Robert. Stephen Ayling. (unopposed) : 
Charles Edward Hutchinson (unopposed), 

































































‘THE ANNUAL ELECTIONS 5ar 











i= eae ee 
algae os vecee gs 

Aare? ceca Buena" gant ere 
780; Halsey irdo, 612; Professor Frederick Moore Simpson, 


Herbert Austen Hall, 488 ; Francis Winton Newman, 482 
Nar Bical Water zs 










‘Thomas, 448 Louis E. J. de 
‘Soissons, 4a: ‘Edward Prioieau 
Warren,” 378; William Adam Forsy Philip, Dalton 


Hepworth, 364 ; Henry Philip Burke Dowsing, 937 Willen 
Robere Davis 297; Bredenck Nobert tones 230 Facto 
‘Charen Eden, 239 John Duke Coleridge, 16g. "1,04 vorng 
papers were received, of which 79 were tava 

‘Asouiares Elected : Cyril Arthur Farey, 122. votes; 
Lonard Holcombe ‘Bucknell, tos ; Michael heedore 
Waterhouse, 1,036 Percy Wells Lavell, os ; Wiliam Farting 
‘Thompson, 936 "Thome Smith Tait! 4y—-Nor Bleciad™ 
Athen ‘Repinald Powsn, Hoa.” teh ting paper mere 
teceived, of which 19 were invalid 

Lrrgatonme StaNpivo ConMirrat : Funtows.—Bleced = 
Henry Martineau Fletcher, 996 votes; Major Hubert Chetan 


















Corlett 975 ; Edwin Stanley Hall, 4s ; Martin Shaw Britis, 
886 ; Devid Theodore Fyfe, 48; Chatles Harriton owns 
864; Arthur Stratton, 848; Louis Ambler, Mag Charley 
Spooner, 8167 William Heney Ansell, 79s.-—-Not 
let larry, Bulkeley Creswell, 782 i, Stanley ‘Churchill 
Ramsey, 781 ; Basil Oliver, 736; Arthur Hamilton Moberly, 
go. 104 Yotine papers vere recived, of Which 30: were 
ina 


Associates —Blected : Professor John Hubert Worthington, 
1,037 votes; Harold Chalton Bradshaw, 9s: en Alan 
SI Philip Waddington 
‘B07 ; Arthur Trystan 1—Not Elected ¢ 
John Murray | Easton, A Charles Edward Sayer, 560 ; 
‘Verner Owen Rees, s32 ; Eric Rawlhtone Jarrett, 488." 1,304 
voting papers were received, of which 19 were 4 

Puacticn Staxpino Consttrren : Fiutows,—Blected + 
Arthur Keen, 1,065 votes; Henry Victor hl 996 
David Barclay Niven, Ee ‘Thomas Ridley Milburn, 
724; Francis Jones, 697; Gilbert Henry Lovegrove, 686) 
George Hastwell Grayson, if Max Clarke, Stet Williarn 
Gillbee Scott, 624 ; Federick Ct erry ie fot Elected : 
‘William Henry Atkin-Berry, 581 ; Sydney Perks, 561 ; W liam: 
George Hunt, 557; Willian Heney White, umes Ber 
tram Francis ‘Cowper, 536; Herbert Shepherd, $27 1 Delissa 
Joseph, 48 pel Jones, 445 "Peather, 
oom! voting papers were received, of which 31 were 
invalid, 

Assoctares.—Elected : Horace William Cubitt (unc i); 
George Leonard Etkington (ur wed); Harry Valentine 
Milnes Emerson (unopposed); John las Scott (unopposed) ; 
Herbert ow Welch (unopposed) irles Woodward (un- 


HENCE STANDING Comrrrme : Fuxtows.—Elected } Wile 
iam Alfred Pite, 067 votes ; Alan Edward Munby, 878; 
lerbert Tudor Buckland, 865; ‘Raymond Unwin, 861 3 Pro? 
fessor Ravenscroft Elsey Smith, 853 ; Herbert Duncan Seatlen= 
Wood, 819 ; John Edward Dixon-Spain, 730 ; Robert Stephen 

j636 ; William Edward Vernon Crompton, 88 ; 1 
Solomon, $75:-—Not Blected : Feat 

369 : Georie Reginald Farrow, 552 


Collard, 486 ; John Hatton Markham, 42¢ ; Thomas Pemberthy: 
375 James Ernest Franck, 
ting papers were received, of which 0 were 


Associares.—Elected : Hope Bagenal, 1,120 votes ; Henry: 
Witlam Burrows, 1.104% Peres “Willan ‘amnet,. 1.035% 
Robert John Angel,” 1,016; Hurvey Robert Sayer, 33; 
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“Thomas Francis Ford, 949-—Not Blected + Arthur Wi 
Shepard 995 1364 vot papers were reer of Which 
by the Committe of Serutineers —Henrs Lovegrove 
(chun, Benen Alen erante Hooper Sydney Poche 
‘Bank Cireen, Robert Lawey 

yn May, 1934, 

Notes from the Minutes of the 
Council Meeting, 19 May, 1924. 
Wareaioo Brion, 

On the recommendation of the Art Standing Committee 
it was decided to communicate with the London County 
Council expressing the hope, firstly, that there would be 
no alteration to the elevation of the bridge, and especially 
that there would be no footpaths constructed 80 as to 
project from the parapet, and, secondly, that in the event 
BE some scheme for widening being’ inevitable, stich 
‘widening will be the minimum possible consonant with 

traffic requirements, 
Ruronrs or Law Casts, 

On the recommendation of the Practice Standing Com- 
mittee it wan decided to with the tnotitute 
‘ors for the supply from time to time of typewritten 
‘copies of important cases dealing with Building Acts, 
‘Ancient Lights and Professional Practice, which are re- 
ported at length in the official Law Reports, which are 
vailable only to solicitors and barristers, and that these 
‘copies of reports be filed and indexed in the Libriry for 
reterence. 




















waee te} provisions Spee yltn eh member was 
xn ntravening Clase <"Supgertions 
Governing the Professional Conduct snd Practice of 
Architects" by supplanting another member who had 
‘already been entrusted with a commission, 

Rerimep Friowsir, 

‘Mr. Alfred Conder [F.], who was elected an Associate in 
the year 1873, was transferred to the Class of Retired: 
Fellows. 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY AND THE R.LB.A. 

[At a Congregation of Cambridge University held 
on 30 May, the Vice-Chancellor (Dr. Pearce) presiding, 
the-offer of an annual scholarship for the advancement 
ofthe study of architecture made by the Counc of 
the RLLBLA. was accepted with thanks, 














Notices 


REGISTRATION, 
Srectat GexemaL Merino, 
Tuesday, 17 June, 1924, at 3 Pam. 

Norice 18 Heneny Gryen that General 
Meeting of the Royal Institute of British Architects will 
tbeshold at the Caxton Hall, Caxton Street, Westminster, 
‘on Tuesday, 17 June, 1924, at 3 o'clock in the afternoon, 
for the purpose of considering and, if thought ft, passing 





the subjoined Resolution No, 1, and also for the purpose 
of considering and, if thought ‘it, passing the subjoined 
Resolutions Nos. 2 and 3 respectively, approving with or 
without modifications the draft Supplemental Charter 
land new Bye-laws which will be submitted to the meeting. 
Should the said resolutions be by the requisite 
majority they will be submitted for confirmation to « 
further special general meeting to be subsequently 
convened. 






RESOLUTIONS. 
(1) That this meeting hereby approves, ratifies and 
‘confirms the provisional agreement for 5 
tion, dated 29 May, 1924, made between the 
Royal Institute of British’ Architects and the 
Society of Architects, produced to the meeting, 
and for the ‘of identification initialled by 
the President, and directs the Council of the 
Institute to carry the said agreement into effect, 
(a) That this meeting hereby 4 of the Draft 
Si ‘Charter contained in the printed 
document produced to the meeting, and for the 
purposes of identification initialled by the Presi 
Ment and authorises and dirs the Council to 
take the necessary steps to obtait 
mental. Charter the approval of His Majesty's 
Privy Council. 
(3) That this meeting hereby approves and adopts the 
meta the meeting, and fore pupowes of 
juced to 1] and for the purposes 
Kdentification initialed by the President, and 
authorises and directs the Council to take the 
necessary steps to obtain for the new bye-laws 
the approval of His Majesty's Privy Council, 
And that the existing bye-laws be rescinded 
immediately after such approval has been signified, 
By Order of the Council, 
TaN: MAcALstio, 
Secretary RBA, 
Nore.—A copy of the provisional agreement referred 
to in Resolution 1, and prints of the Supplemental 
Charter and Bye-laws referred to in Resolutions 2 and 3 
respectively, have been isstied to the members. 


REDUCED RAILWAY FARES FOR PROVINCIAL, 
‘MEMBERS. 

Arrangements are being made whereby it is hoped that 
Members attending the meeting from the Provinces will 
be enabled to obtain special cheap railway return fare 
iptecee dats Ih a 

fer irous of taking advantage of th 
ment should spply as soon ax posible to the ‘Secretary 
R.LB.A., 9 Conduit Street, London, W., for the necessary 
printed and signed voucher to be handed in at the rail= 
way booking office when purchasing their ticket, 


‘THE PROPOSED REFORM OF THE 
LONDON BUILDING LAW, 
Srectat, Gexenat. Minerrxo, 

In connection with the report of the London Buildit 
‘Acts Committee printed on page §15-519 of this issue, @ 
‘Special General Meeting will be held on Monday, 
23 June, 1924, at 4 p.m., when Mr. Charles A. Daubney 
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[F] will read a Paper on “The Proposed Reform of the 
London Building Law.” A further Special General 
‘Meeting will be held on Monday, 30 June, at 4.30 p.m. 
to resume the discussion on Mr. Daubney’s Paper and 
the report, 


INSURANCE OF ARCHITECTS! AND QUANTITY 
SURVEYORS’ FEES. 

At the request of the Practice Standing Committee, 
‘the Council of the R.I.B.A, desire to call the attention of 
all Members and Licentiates to the importance of advising 
their clients in case of fire adequately to insure architects’ 
and quantity surveyors fees, including those for making 
the claim, 

‘The Practice Standing Committee recommend that a 
total sum for fees should be named in the policy, the 
amount of which could not be exceeded, out of which 
and up to which amount any fees properly due in accord 
ance with the R.LB.A. scale would be paid. 


Sunvevine Insrauaurs ror Hin, 


A Member has most generously placed at the disposal 
of the R.LB.A, a very good dumpy. level, tripod and 
staff, and also a good theodolite and tripod, 

‘These instruments being a somewhat expensive part 
‘of the equipment of an architect's office, it is felt that 
many Members may be led of an. opportunity to get 
them on loan, Members or Licentiates who slesire the 
Joan of these instruments should apply to the Secretary 
RALB.A., stating for how long they will be required. A 
‘nominal fee to cover the cost of adjustment frotn time to 
time will be charged. 























Competitions 


SIDMOUTH HOUSING SCHEME COMPETITION. 

Members and Licentiates of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects must not take part in the above com- 
Petition because the conditions are not in accordance 
with the published Regulations of the Royal Institute for 
Architectural Competitions. 


PROPOSED TOWN HALL: SOUTHAMPTON. 


‘The President of the Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects has nominated Mr. H. Austen Hall, F.RI.B.A,, 
Assessor in this competition. 








TaN MacAuisren, 
Secretary. 


Lonnox : Masoste Mintoniat, Bustorne, 
Awewor: (1) Sic Bain Lutyens, R.A. (F), appointed 
the President. (a) Architect nha ea Bese Mion pom 
by the special Committe, Mir, Walter Cave (2, (a) Grand 
Stretton of Works Me Aiur rows Cando 

ot Fete 


Minpursnnovan: Coxstaxrive Tronmsieat, Corurce. 
Apply to Mr. Thos. Boyee, Director and Secretary, Educa- 
fion Offices, Woodlands Road, Midillesbrough. Mr. Perey 


homes, O.B.E, LF], appointed Assessor. Conditions not yet 
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Vacerta: Lay-our Scum, 

Apply to Minister of Public Works, Valletta, Malta. Mr. 
Edward P. Warren, F.S.A. [(F-, and Professor Patrick Aber- 
srombie [41] appointed Joint-Aisessors, Conditions not yot 





Sroxe-on-Tmsr :_ Houstyo. 

Apply t Mr. EB. Sharpley, Town Clerk, Town Hall, 
‘Stoke-on-Trent. Mr, W, Alexander Harvey [2] appointed 
Assessor. Conditions not yet issued. 


Manowisran: Arr Gautiny. 
to the "Town Clerk, Town Hall, Manchester, Dr. 
Percy Worthington [F.J, Mr. Paul Watesholse, F.8.A. UF], and 
Proteaor C. It ley: OW. (F) Assesors,  Coneliors not 
yet approved by the Competitions Committee. 


Appl 





Dunoas ; Nuw Apyaxcen Senor, Hiackxsss Roan, 
(Limited to architects in practice in Scotland and carrying on 
business on theie own account.) 

Apply to Mr, John F. Willits, Executive Officer, Edueation 
Offices, Dundee, Deposit, £1 18, Closing date for receii 
designs, 35 June 1925. Mr. John Arthur [Licentiate], 
appointed Assessor. Conditions approved by the Compe- 
tutions Committee. 








Grascow : Punic Hatt. 

Apply t0 the Secretary, Office of Public Works, City Charn= 
bern 4 Cochrane Street, Glaxgoy Cloning date for 
receiving designs, 4 July tay. Mr. James Lochhead (FJ, 
Assessor. Conditions approved by the Competitions Come 
‘mittee. 











Hannocare: Invreatany Extensor 
Apply to Mr, Geo, Ballantyne, Secretary, The Infirmary, 
Hiarontce. Deposit, 2 a2 Closing dite for receviny 
devign, 30, Semtember £924 De Kiton FSA. 
Sppointed Astower. 











Lamps: Marnerry HosrrraL. Exrexstons. 
Apply to Mr. P. Austyo, Batrao, Chairman of Extensions 

Sub-Committee, 42 Hyde ‘Terrace, Leeds, Mr. R. Burn 

Dick (FJ appointed Awtssor, Conditions not yet issued, 





Canpive: Buascu Lunuany av GaMALra. 

Apply to the Librarian, Central Library, Cardiff, Mr. 
Sidney K. Greenslade [2] uppointed Assessor, Conditions 
not yet issued. 


Savrono : Bar sx Wasn-noost, 
Apply to the ‘Town Clerk, ‘Town Hall, Salford, Deposit 
2th. Closing dite for receiving desitos, 35 July 194. 
Werning notice ished 16 Mey Tosh. 








Soruaserren : ‘Town Hatt. 
Apply to the ‘Town Clerk, Municipal Offices, Southampton, 
Me" H Austin (2) appointed Assessor. Conditions’ noi 
ye ised, 
Swaourn Hovsrve Scumer, 

Apply to Mr. P. H. Michelmore, Clerk to the Sidmouth 
UD" Counlh, Chireh Steet, Sksiouth Cloning dite for 
receiving designs, 16 June 1924, Veto issued 
oa 





Hayton + War Mewontat. . 

Apply to Mr. P. M. Kirkpatrick, Town Clerk, ‘The ‘Town 

House, Hamilton. Deposit £1 1s. "Closing date for receiving. 
designs, 30 September 1924. Conditions not yet issued. 














sat 


Members’ Column 


ROOMS TO LET, 
Two comfortably furnished bed-sitting-rooms to be Tet hear 
runic Square.” Attendance, eeakiast, use of bath, electric 
joderate-—Apply Hox 1435, ejosecretary, RDA, 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS, 
Mu. B.A. Buswenrow, SEC, ALBA. RSL, has removed 
isos rom 39 Princes Steet, Manchest, to 89 Oxford Road, 
Manchester 
‘ARCHITECTURAL DRAUGHTSMAN WANTED. 

URAL D#AVONTSMAx (NOE Over, 0) wanted, for a 
i Cs Must have kaowiedge ‘of cslesiastic 
‘woodworkanid bea keen Anglican Charehunu, “A good opport 
foe" man with business capabilities Apply. Box 1284, 
Sccretarys RLB.A., 9 Condalt Street, Waa 

PARTNERSHID WANTED, 
























A.RLIA., several yours in practice, att With, good. geeral 
fexparience, Fegulres working partuershipy with another architect, 
Lanuton or nrighbeurhood.—-Apply Hox gp9,c7aSeerstary LBA, 





cone 





(Strout, W 





paste 
cine he Ss 
ache ea ear eh at 
Siiwo Seortary Rel BA‘ a Candilt Steet, Wit 
SHS ARIA 

workin wold nad erat hexane 
Paha ealee eae 
des si, eae del 

oa at 
ema a et ar 

etary RL DA, 9 Cond Stok, Wet 


SSUPACTURERS, 


"ee undermentiort we he paved to etsive ae eatalogis 
Jamies FeHtamptons Makdstone’ Kova, Paddonk Word, Kents 


Minutes XVIII 


Sa RIE ge 
1h Generil Meeting (Bsines) ofthe Sein 

ctond hel on Monday, fare 1054 a8 8 tam, Me 
ied Gotch, President, in the Chair.” The attendance 
ened by 24 Fellows Cnchading i rcimbers ofthe 

and 18 Associates (including 4 member of the 








md 
a 


































May t9s4, having been, published nthe JOUNNAL, were 
idhen an rend confirmed, and signed iy the President. 

Mie Secretary announced the deceme af == 

Me. Henry Henthcore, Statham, elected Asociate 1873, 
Fellow 1878. Me. Statham was a Member of Council from 
1897 fo 1901, and also gating 0, Session rgio-t1. He wan 
2 rember of the Literature Standing Committee from 1897 
o poche from $908 to ee tide chairman 
Of he Committee from 899 to ori 
wae Sef Har ‘low 188s and placed on 
ist ellos im 1984, 

‘Nr, Kensington Gamineh tected Avsocate 1901, resigned 


'9M;. John Anatice Harisson, elected Asocinte 1908, 











A Wan, Wander Lae secede 91 

Mr. i vi a iventiate 1o1t 

MMe Lhe’ Pomeroy AS stcied. Hon, 
‘Amociate 1900. 


ir; Bera, Growenae Goodhue, of New York, ected 
correspond 1922. 
Hen. Glee Senile, Clampicir, of Rome, elected “Hon 
Corresponding Member 1897. 
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And it was Resour that the regrets of the Royal Instinate 
forthe lous of theve mambors before on the Minas of 
the meeting, 

“The following member attending for the Fist time since his 
election vat formally admitted fy the President 

RW. Came LA). y 

‘The following candidates for membership were elected by 

shovw of hands 2 
AS FELLOWS (13). 

Cusmapi + Tamas TaLrocny (a, 1026). Reading, 
Giascr: Joux Prren Ditvar (4, 1920}, Card 
KecaessFinuen  Anrutn Benront [4 


14]. 
Tancaian : Heras (4., 1997), Southport. 
Nisan: Curnat Susans Boeot ss Es 1913}, Singppore. 
Straits Setilements.. 
Minniwan = Hanon Tax [> 1910]. 
Merci: Gronce Awritun 4., 1990). 
Ricnabs- Francis Avavsros, sta, Oxon. [eh 1923]. 
Suurrann « Avruun WiLttan a 184) 
Sysion ; Atexaxben (4,, 1900) 
‘Pasa Ang Ka (4, po7], Newemtle-on-Tyne, 
Wiekions: "Fuopatox tsessr (fy or), 
Wits Genako Bewxtury, sc. [4.1098], 
AS ASSOCIATES (3). 








Avmivn: Eve Rost, manent. Liverpool [passed five years" 
‘course at Liverpool University School af Architecture 
‘exempted from Final Examination after pawing Examina 


EE lg ES 
jon: "Dowie ve ears course 
Univesity Shot of ‘Archhatcor-crerptel roa Heal 
Eximitlon her panung!Esaigston in Profesional 
Practice), Upper Cobwym Hay, 8 Wales 
‘Wortenon: Water Jane [Specal Examination}, Bulawayo, 


“AS HON, ASSOCIATE (1). 
Fann: Osean, Ob, B.8C. 


|AS HON, CORRESPONDING MEMBERS (5). 

Bunn Codsesaronn Cant, Ma, Copenhagen, Dene 
‘mark. 

Bert Dh. Pun. Hawny, Christiania, Norway 

Nonoitacts: Prornston Oar, ‘rondhjem, Norway. 

Shaniyrse Bust, Finland, 

Stornouwan: Dix Paapensk, Amsterdam, Holland. 

‘The Scrutincers' Report, giving the reuite of the Annual 
Blections of the Council, the Standing Committees: andthe 
Hon. Auditory, were read, and the President declared the 
Officers, Members of Counc and Standing Comnittes, and 
Hon. Additorn duly elected in accordance therewith, 
ponte nation of te Brent yon of ha ae ped 

‘celamation to, the Scratinee's for their labours in 
‘ection with the election, eer 
rattuslnce menting oa hy taject af he tralsoe ot Manos 
Hig forthe ing Trade 8! NS inne Ba 

“The proceedings closed at 8.30 pan. 




















Arrangements have been made for the supply of the RLLBLA. 
‘ounwat pont free) to members ofthe Allied Societies Wha are 
not tembers ofthe RAD.A- at sapecally reduced sumer 
Gt 12 year, “Thon who rah the advantage of thie 
Srrangemcet are ‘to send their names tothe Secret 

of the R.LB.A,, 9 Conduit Street, W.t. baggie! 


R.LB.A, JOURNAL, 
a ante ae a 
‘ary Sth, sand March sth, attr Apel? tot, 24th Maye 


th, aBth June; rath July; Mi Se 
7h, 38th Jimes rath July; xéth Augunt; aot Septembet 
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The Proposed Reform of the London Building Law 
BY CHARLES A, DAUBNEY [F.) 
[Read before the Royal Institute of British Architects at a Special General Meeting on Monday, 23 June 1924.) 


is a profound mystery. ‘To others it is « per- 
petual nuisance, ‘To the majority, however, it 
isa very friendly guide, It may sometimes seem old- 
fashioned, for it leads along well-worn paths and gives 
little encouragement for adventure along the slippery 
paths of experiment. ‘This is not surprising, seeing that 
the Building Law of London is no new thing, From a 
yery early day the London within the City walls had 
its Building Law—fragmentary it is true, but after the 
great fire of 1666 a special Act of Parliament was passed 
to regulate the rebuilding, ‘This was a fairly compre- 
hensive body of building control, Whoever helped to 
frame it sowed the seeds of the guiding principles in 
the Jaw of to-day, We find, for instance, rules for 
regulating frontages, the width of streets, the construc- 
tion of external and party walls, the removal of danger- 
trades and, of course, fire protection. Surveyors 
re appointed to supervise the rebuilding operations, 
‘The district surveyors of to-day are the direct descen: 
dants in office of those old-time officials. 
ince 1667 many developing and extending Acts 
haye been passed, and the law which once operated only 
in the one square mile of the City of London now, with 
slight exceptions, operates equally in the whole of 117 
‘Square miles included in the County of London. 
._ Since that time also great changes have taken. place 
in the mode of framing the Building Law of London, 
London bulked very large in the eyes of the kingdom 
and Parliament itself gave close attention to the law of 
1667. In recent years, however, the Legislature has 
had other matters to attend to, and the revision of the 
Building Law of London has, therefore, been left 
largely in the hands of London itself. ao: 
Tt is not an impertinence for us here to consider in 
what directions revision is desirable, seeing that the 
London County Council, who would properly be the 


R 


T: some architects the Building Law of London. 









































authority to take the necessary action, haye already 
promised to give consideration to our suggestions, 

As will be seen from the printed report, the council 
of this Institute appointed a committee to investigate 
and report. ‘That committee sat regularly for nearly 
‘two years, and last month presented its report. ‘The 
matter was dealt with at three of the council meetings, 
‘one was a special meeting for the purpose, and at two 
the committee's representatives were present by inv 
tion, Every paragraph of the report was closely scruti 
nised by the council. One proposal only had to receive 
the committee's further consideration, but this w 
found in effect an improvement on the original sugges- 
tion, so that the committee's final report has the full 
approval of the council. "The committee are naturally 
gratified at the result of their work, 

London has an inheritance of building law 
sequently somethin, to a traditional in 
build to recognised lines of construction. It was no 
surprise, therefore, that the committee found no general 
body of opinion in favour of any radical departure from 
the present system, ‘I'hat the law needed a measure of 
reform was another matter, seeing that the main Build- 
ing Act was passed as long ago as 1894, since which time 
important advances have been made on many subjects 
included in the Building Law. 

‘The committee also noted the various legal enact- 
ments, such as the Factory Acts, which are akin to 
building regulations, and they felt that there is a real 
necessity for codification. Procedure should also be 
uniform as far as possible. 

At the outset the committee had to formulate a line 
of action, It was possible to search microscopically for 
verbal anomalies, and with scissors and paste come 
forward with a pe piece of patchwork. Again, it was 
possible to shirk the Iabour of a general review and to 
concentrate on a few special items of interest and ham- 
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‘mer them into or out of shape. Neither of these courses 
was adopted by the committee. The first because no 
one but the authors would have been able to under- 
stand to the full what was the purport of the proposals, 
and the second because the Building Law is so inter~ 
woven that few parts can be altered without affecting 
the whole, 

‘The committee came to the conclusion that in the 
first instance the law should be under review 
in broad outlines so that its scope and operation could 
he understood. In this way it seemed possible that a 
useful purpose would be served. Any conclusions 
arrived at could be set out in such general terms that 
all members of the Institute could take an intelligent 
interest in them. Without this interest the force of any 
suggestions would be negligible, The committee, 
therefore, divided up their subject under various head- 
ings, and these were subdivided and summarised, 
About 290 subdivisions were thus dealt with. A. 
of the summaries was sent to cach member of 
committee prior to the meetings, so that all, whether 
they were able to be present or not, were made fully 
ayare of the committee's action, 

‘This matter is mentioned because perhaps it explains 
the cause of the happy result already mentioned, 

‘The report has been printed. It is to-night 
toreiec riiy tle fe bt tne esneioabor abel may 
need a little emphasis, 

Hefore, however, doing so two points must be made, 
‘They will apply substantially to all the items in the 
report. Firat: ‘The conclusions of the commits are 
only in general terms, Before they appear in an 
Parhussbat they toed to be gotta ead Foon thee 
must alo be safeguard and many consequential amend 
ments and alterations, These involve most careful 
attention and so much detail study that the committee 

stponed this work until they knew that the principles 
involved had been approved. Legal advice on the sub- 
ject may have to be brains, Thee members may pes- 
tape, therefore, resist the temptation at the present 
time'to make adverse criticisms assuming that no such 
safeguards or limitations are intended, Suggestions, of 
course, will be most welcome, 

‘The second point of explanation is that the report 
has not ben prepared in ignorance ofthe fact tha the 
London County Council have very wide powers f vary. 
ing the ordinary requirements of the Building Law and 
that in many cases dissatisfied applicants have a right 
of appeal. The report, however, is framed in the belief 
that itis advantageous and helpful to the public fr 
legislation to be more positive than negative. For in- 
sles ts Wat al elas tien edvatag es 
development of an estate can assure a prospective owner 
what he can do rather than what he may perhaps per- 
suade the London Council to permit him to do. 
In practice it is often highly inconvenient, in fact most 

















undesirable, or even impossible, to make an application 
and by trial and error discover what may be done. The 
‘London County Council is not in the habit, rightly so, 
of giving an approval without all the facts of localit 
and other detail eee eens ere f 
‘The consequence is that a preliminary plan may be so 
speculative as to be of little value, and otherwise hope- 
ful schemes may come to nought. ‘The report, therefore, 
indicates the desirability of amending the law in such 
and other similar directions. 

Referring now to the detail suggestions (see Item 1), 
‘The present Building Act does not give the power of 
developing a small site by laying down a road out of a 
street and to curve it back a short distance off, ‘The law 
demands that such a street shall join up another street, 
and there must be no gates or arches at either end, In 
these days of frantic hustle on the public highways, with 
the accompanying noise, stench and clouds of dust, it 
would be a real advantage to live apart from the mad- 
ding crow of where the trafic on the highway would 
not be tempted to overflow. It was possible once to lay 
‘out such quiet places, I givea plan of one at Blackheath 
in Diagram 1. 

Again, blocks of almshouses arranged on the old 
lines (see Item 2) can be objected to to-day, Because 
more than three houses abut upon the path in front of 
the houses, that path is a street with all the ordinary 
obligations, and is a carriage-way because, forsooth, the 
undertaker and furniture removers will certainly drive 
up from time to time, While we make every effort to 
preserve such quiet homely places, it is strange that 
they may not be repeated, 

‘The report reminds you (see Item 3) that Burling- 
ton House courtyard may not be duplicated in Picea 
dilly or elsewhere in London, It is a cul-de-sac, and 
because the Roval Academy building is more than 
60 feet from the entrance archway the Building Law 
now frowns severely upon it. The Crown Surve) 
finds a quiet refuge within a sione’s throw of Trafalgar 
Square at the cul-de-sac end of Suffolk Street. 
Culs-de-sac such as this can now be objected to, Atten= 
tion is directed to the fact (sce Item 4) that there is no. 
authority given by law for a frontage line to be fixed 
before buildings are commenced in a street. ‘The first 
builder may form a yard between his buildit igs and the 
street. This curious result follows, All other sub= 
sequent buildings on either side of him must also have 
yards at least equal in depth, quite apart from whether 
they require them or not. ‘The report ventures the stig 
gestion that this needs amendment. ‘The time has also 
‘come when the building line should be indicated for all 
existing street frontages, and if this work were under- 
taken systematically by’ existing machinery ten years 
‘ought to ace it accomplished. It will perhaps be a 
that the width of a new street and the building line for 
houses on either side should be taken together. ‘The 
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report considers this of importance. To illustrate this 
point Diagram 4 may be studied. Section * A" shows 
what a builder may do when he lays out a new street. 
He can make it 40 feet wide and build blocks of flats 
with ground floor and four upper floors and attics in 
the roof. He ean abu his flats directly upon the pave- 
ment and no one says him nay, Even if he chooses to 
put a garden space in front and set back his flats from: 
the pavement line as in Section * B ” he gets no advan- 
tage, It should be possible to encourage him to submit 
a plan such as in Section “ C, d because the public 
will have the advantage of a’ wide, open air space, to 
‘give him the advantage of, say, providing the street only 
30 feet wide, particularly’as the traffic along the street 
Will be of very limited character. 

Under the Michael Angelo ‘Taylors Act of 1817 0 
street may be closed on application to the magistrates by 
the borough eouneil, Uniler the Highways Act, 1835, 
the owners of the property on either side may secure a 
closing order by private application, Tt will not seem 
unreasonable (see Item &) for the London County 
Council, which approves the lay-out of strects, to be a 
party to any disappearance, 

Reference is made in Item to the necessity of a 
reform in the law governing building over sewers, 
Since the report was prepared the London County 
Council have reported that they were recently before 
the House of Commons Committee on the subject, 
when that Committee proposed that the London 
County Couneil’s power of full discretion to grant or 
withhold consent should be curtailed in several direc 
ns. Tt will be seen therefore that this Institute is 
hot taking an unreasonable attitude in suggesting re~ 
vision of the law on the same fines. 

Part II of the Report deals with height of buildings. 
‘This thorny question has not been burked, ‘The facts 
and arguments which led to the main conclusions are 
Set out in [tems 10-19. Dingram No. 5 shows the lines 
to which buildings may at present be Te-erected | in ol 
streets, and to which buildings may be erected in new 
streets, Diagram 6 shows what were our predecesor’ 
views in 1667. ‘There was a minimum width of r4 feet 
for narrow streets and a maximum height in those 
streets of about ar feet. Diagram 7 shows the corre- 
sponding tine in Paris, From these diagrams it will be 
seen that at one point all these lines coincide and give 
Approximately an angle of 1:1}, The report recom~ 
‘mends this as a reasonable basis for the line in all 
general cases, 

‘The argument has been used that the law with regard 
to the height of buildings should remain as at present, 
in effect that London should exhaust all its present 
Powers to build to 80 feet and then, and not till then, 
seek amendment in the law. Here the report confi- 
dently makes a stand. It is strongly opposed. to per- 
mitting in the West End and other parts of London 
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every narrow street to become a tunnel and its occupied 
rooms by the hundred thousand caverns where anita 
light must be regularly used. 
It is nc* proposed to remove the general limiting 
height of 80 feet, but it does not go so far as to declare 
that under no circumstances whatever higher buildings 
may not be erected, At the present time Government 
buildings, churches and chapels, buildings anywhere 
in London belonging to the Inns’ of Court, and things 
which perhaps by a stretch of imagination may be 
Acemed ornamental features or towers, can scrape the 
sky with impunity, and new schools may do the same, 
When details have to be thrashed out it may be found 
desirable to require that all buildings should follow at 
least the ordinary rules as regards height, ‘The decision. 
as to higher buildings is still left with the London 
County Council with an appeal. Of course, construc~ 
tionally high buildings which are easily built on, say, 
the awampy lake foreshore of Chicago, could be built, 
say, in the middle of Holland Park, and in many other 
places in London, and no material injury would be 
done to anyone. ‘The great difficulty, however, which 
it is believed confronts the London County Council in 
their deliberations on applications for higher build 
is that a refusal, Boalt ‘on the ground that the archi~ 
tecture did not please the Building Act Committee of 
the London County Council, or even that they had 
ssed a resolution to allow no more higher buildings 
in London, might not be sufficient ground for refusal, 
Without necessarily accepting that view, it must be 
agreed that high buildings involve very many questions 
good taste and wide views are involved. ‘There may 
be no intrinsic objection to a single high building, say, 
in the middle of the fagade of Carlton ‘Terrace, But if 
that one building be erected, why not all the fagade to 
an equal height ? ‘The London County Council should 
not be fettered in its judgment, but should secure 
opinion of the highest standing and of the most inde- 
pendent character, and the Report suggests that the 
opinion of the Fine Art Commission should be invited, 
Item 20 suggests a modification of the stringent re- 
quirements in Section 48 of the London Building Act, 
1894, which provides that whenever a greater height 
than ‘that prescribed by the Act is contemplated every 
owner or lessee within 100 yards may hitve to be con- 
sulted. ‘This does not apply only in the case of high 
buildings. Lay out a passage 20 feet wide, and if you 
try to build 21 feet high everybody within 100 yards 
has to be consulted! Crowded business areas. as well 
a scattered suburban areas bear the same burden. An 
amendment of this part of the law is very necessary. 
At the present time the law demands that a bedroom 
window opening into an internal courtyard shall have 
at least an angle of light of 1 : 2 from the window sill to 
the top of the wall opposite the window. No provision 
is made to secure that the window shall be in such a 
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position that it will adequately light the room. Nor is 
there any regulation for a minimum allowable width 
for such a court. Advantage has been taken of this to 
construct so-called ‘* lighting courts "* as shown in dia- 
gram 8. Such loopholes in the law should be stopped 
up forthwith, 

In Section II of the Report a proposal is made by 
which London, through the London County Council, 
should have power from time to time, as experience 
indicates, to amend the constructional clauses set out 
in Part VI of the 1804 Act. At the present time this 
cannot be done except by Parliamentary sanction, It 
is surely one of those domestic matters that London 
should control, and not have to go eap-in-hand to 
‘Westminster, or even to officials at itehall, Some- 
thing should be done, seeing that some of the pro~ 
visions of the Act are obsolete, while many others need 
amending to meet changed conditions, For instance, 
at the end of each metallic bressummer an expansion 
space of } inch for each 10 feet in length is demanded, 

hat architect to-day provides for this in his specifica- 
tion ? Again, a warchouse roof must be kept down to a 
slope of 47°, but in any other building the slope ma 
be 75%. Is there nowadays any sound reason for suc 
a distinction? No doubt, if the above-mentioned 
line of heights for streets is accepted, the roofs would 
follow the same line (see Diagram 9). 

‘Much loss of time and trouble is caused by making 
applications to the London County Council to vary 
details of constructions, many of quite insignificant 
character, When once such a consent is given it should 
be common property. ‘The owner of a private house 
recently asked permission to build hollow walls with 
the usual half brick inside and out. ‘The London 
County Council gave him permission, Ina small 
Duilding an owner was given permission to omit foot- 
ings because he provided an equal concrete foundation, 
Special circumstances arose in neither case, Why 
should not such decisions be acted upon in al similar 
‘cases without loss of time and all the formality of appli- 
cation, plans, reports, etc.,etc., etc. ? "This is no novel 
proposal, Before there was County Council or Board 
of Works the Metropolis Building Act of 1844 gave the 
‘Commissioners of Woods and Forests power to issue 
new rules of construction where by experience they 
found that the actual rules of the Act defeated the 
object of the Act. T have a copy of one such decision, 
signed by Lord Canning (who was for a time one of the 
Commissioners). It specifies the form of construction 
for leather drying sheds. Many sheds so constructed 
may still be seen to-day from the railway carriage 
window shortly after passing London Bridge Station 
southward, 

Tt is felt that Parliament might be disposed to give 
modern London similar privileges provided these 
privileges are exercised with the full concurrence of 
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interested parties, The Report suggests that the 
London County Conneil form an Advisory Board for 
this purpose. The London County Council might rid 
itself of a great deal of unnecessary routine work in this 
way, 

Certain main enactments should be included in an 
Act of Parliament, ‘These are indicated in the Report, 
and would not be a difficult subject to revise and put 
into a modern form, 

In Item 42 a suggestion is made by which the London 
County Council could be relieved of much more routine 
‘work, Tt seems unnecessary for the staff of the London 
County Council to investigate every joint and member 
of, say, a small rain screen against the yard wall of @ 
huge stecl-framed warehouse. In such a building every 
detail of the construction has to be passed by the Dis~ 
trict Surveyor. He has copies of the drawings, and 
surely he could be trusted (o see that a trifling thing as 
this is well and truly built 

Ttem 45 needs expansion, Under the Dangerous 
Structure’ provisions the Executive Authority is the 
London County Council, When they have a complaint 
that any structure appears to be dangerous (it may be 
that Charing Cross Station roof has collapsed, or it may. 
be that a chimney pot at Poplar is likely to fall into a 
back yard)—it matters not whether the complaint is 
anonymous or from a responsible party—the District 
‘Surveyor is at once asked for his report, His duty is to 
survey and send back a certificate as to the necessas 
safeguards, ‘Thereupon the London County Council 
serves the owner with a peremptory notice to remove 
the danger, and delivers by hand a copy on the pre- 
mises. If the owner delays the London County Council 
‘ean take police court proceedings, and as a last resort 
can send their own workmen to do what is necessary. 
Every step in the programme has to be paid for by the 
owner. Perhaps before he is aware of the accident the 
Dill has already begun to mount up. Even if he does the 
necessary work immediately he has been notified, he 
hhas to pay all the same. Institute members have com- 

lained. ‘They think that the owner should have at 
least a warning before expenses are incurred, This 
seems quite reasonable and the Report endorses 

Section IX, dealing with signs, requires a little care= 

nsideration, Except for revenue purposes, 
jumping " signs do not appear to have any’ justifica 
tion. ‘They dazzle and confuse pedestrians ani drivers 
alike, and they certainly do not beautify London, 
although an artfully, disguised picture of an, electric 
advertisement of cigarettes and soap has an honoured 
place on the walls of this year’s Royal Academy, It 
may be urged that they have some useful purposes. 
‘The belated clubman, seeing gigantic but quite un- 
approachable cocktails shaken up by ghostly hands, 
while snakes green her tenn tin Se 
background of the night, may, of course, hurry home 
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to sign the pledge. This should not justify the law 
being broken on a score of buildings around Piccadilly 
or elsewhere, Regulations for signs were drawn up by 
the London County Council years ago. ‘The machinery 
has proved faulty, otherwise there would be no neces~ 
sity now to suggest amendment, 

Section X of the Report deals with the questions of 
fire protection and means of escape. Some may be 
referred to, When the London County Council has 
certified the means of escape the document will perhaps 
be filed away with the architects’ papers or out of know~ 
ledge in his client's safe, It is suggested that the par- 
ticulars should be on the premises. It is not intended 
that a plan should be displayed, or that it should be 
‘open to inspection by prospective burglars. The tenants 
and employees in large buildings should be able to make 
themselves acquainted with what has been provided for 
their use in the case of an emergency. Particulars 
might conveniently be kept, say, in the porter's box 
near the front entrance, 

‘As is well known to many, the Factory Act and the 
London Building Acts (Amendment) Act, 1995, overlap 
and conflict in many respects. ‘The procedure widely 
varies, The Report considers that there seems to be 
‘good reason for co-ordination. 

Ttem 56 needs consideratio 
wish in any way to raise alarm, 
does often arise—when a place of assembly is fully oceu- 
pied by the public, is everything well? The question 
Bnot closed by offering the statement that such-and- 
such a building was once reported to e cleared, say, in 
three minutes, While human nature is what itis the 
will be someone in the audience who, on an alarm, 
unconsciously determine that he will not calmly wai 
three minutes and be the last man out, A modern 
audience cannot be drilled like a boarding school to 
fall in line, tuen to the left and march out at the word 
of command, It is true the District Surveyor has, 
in this class of buildings, discretion as to construction, 
but he has no discretion whatever as regards the effi 
ciency of the means of exit, He can in this respect only 
satisfy himself in a purely rule-of-thumb manner that 
4 specified staircase or staircases are provided some- 
where in the buildings, and that if the builder choses 
10 provide gangways between the seats they are of a 
specified width, All the exits may be at one end of the 
building and discharge where the builder choses. 
Without hesitation it is confidently asserted that while 
there are such vast interests involved, mainly personal, 
but also material, in theatres and all other places of 
Public assembly, no stone should be unturned until the 
architect has himself indisputable evidence that_his 
plans cannot well be challenged in the event of an 
accident. ‘The London County Council have recently 
suggested dealing with churches and chapels attached 
to schoolrooms, etc. ‘The Report suggests that all 
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places of public resort should have equal supervision. 
As will be seen by the Report, attention has been 
given to the evidence before the Royal Comrasgion on 
Fire Brigades, 

Ttems 57 and s8 touch upon a piece of very cumbrous 
machinery which nullifies to a large extent the chief 
purposes for which the rqo5 Act was passed—viz., that 
af providing means of escape fr oi dangerous build- 
ings. The procedure is briefly this. ‘The London 
County Council must make its own inquiries without 
any assistance from the delinquents, Plans must be 
made by the Council's staff to lay before the committee 

ind also for the very necessary record of 
inyolves an expenditure of time and money 
which is frequently wasted because the arrangements 
‘or occupation of the building suddenly change. At the 
present time there is: no duty upon anyone to acquaint 
the London County Council of the most dangerous 
cases, and therefore the ones that require first of all to 
be dealt with may be overlooked. A method is sug- 
ed which it is confidently hoped will commend 
itself to the London County Council. 

It ig true that in 1905, when the London County 
Council were before Parliament, it was proposed that 
in the case of old buildings the owner must submit his 
plans, ‘This proposal was rejected, possibly because it 
‘would be unfair to put an owner to the expense of 
making plans when ultimately it was discovered that 
his building was in proper order. ‘The proposal might 
now be submitted in a modified form, 

If a building is a death-trap to the occupants in 
cease of fire it seems reasonable that the owner and not 
the ratepayers should bear all the cost of producing the 
necessary plans. 

Although there is very wide scope to the law relating 
to means of escape, there is no ready machinery by 
which any authority ean ascertain whether the escape, 
once provided, has been maintained. It would, how- 
ever, ry when fires 
occur. existence for a long 
time as regards the City of London by the coroner. 

no life is endangered the inquiry must take the 
form of an inquest with a jury, ete., etc,, and every word 
of evidence taken down in writing. Tt is understood 
that the coroner docs not fad the thuchinery at all 
suitable for the purpose. ‘The present Report considers 
that a very good purpose would be served if an inquiry 
into fires could be held outside the City. It should be 
held not by the coroners, but by a member from an 
independent and perhaps expert panel, “Most useful 
information is likely to be aera 

Diagram 10 shows what is suggested in Item 64 for 
Feeaitag ane eae shes ees Gomes Ball gs. 
‘Timber stacks should be at least 10 feet away, wl 
would give a considerable measure of protection, and 
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slope away at 45 deg., which would prevent pieces of 
timber falling on to the buildings, 

Section XI of the Report deals with Exempted 
Buildings. At the present time there is a long list of 
buildings ‘which are entirely outside the pale of the 
Jaw as regards construction. They are a relic of the days 
when it was not thought worth while to interfere with 
a house if it fell down or was burned down so long as 
itdid not affect anyone except the owner and his family 
‘The regulations for such buildings are now largely in- 
applicable to modern London, "The fire risk of London 
is of a different character to that of a century ago, 
London is now so crowded that « man must not be al- 
lowed to do entirely what he likes when the welfare of 
the community is at stake, In this connection it should 
be noted that a recent Royal Commission established to 
inquire into building law throughout the country, met 
these exempted buildings everywhere, and they re- 
ported strongly in fayour of eliminating these exemp- 
tions. Some control obviously ought to be given. 
"The Report makes the suggestion that the District 
Surveyor is the best person to determine on the spot 
Whether a proposed form of construction is suitable, 
‘The matter is by no means unimportant. Under the 
present exemption clauses an owner may erect a series 
of buildings with stables on the ground floor and two- 
storey workrooms upstairs, If he is careful to. keep 
8 feet from the frontage and 30 feet between each, his 
buildings may be of any construction, He may roof 
them with thatch, Each may be large enough to accom- 
modate 209 girls at work, Here is the absurdity of the 
situation, ‘The lady Factory Inspector will carefully see 
that the walls inside are whiteytahed periodically, that 
the floors are clean, and that the sanitary arrangements 
are adequate. She may also cross-examine the gi 
satisfy herself that none are below the proper age, and 
that they do not work more than ro} hours a day. ‘The 
London County Council may also examine the build- 
ings, make elaborate plans and require a picturesque 
series of external staircases back and front. If an epi- 
demic spreads like wildfire through the erowded work- 
rooms the factory inspector will report to headquarters, 
inspector will test all drains, and the 
medical officer will make minute inquiries, the coroner 
and jury will survey the premises and give a non-com- 
mittal verdict, "This regiment of officials can enter and 
inspect whenever they choose, ‘They may all fail to 
discover the cause of what was in fact a preventable loss 
of human fife. ‘The Building Law of London had 
ly enacted that the District Surveyor was pro- 
hibited from even entering the buildings, much less 
supervising the construction, He was not even entitled 
to see that the walls were built of decent materials, that 
the rain did not soak down from the top, could take no 
precautions against poisonous gases in the stables from 
spreading through the floors and yalls into the rooms 









































upstairs, ‘The report urges that only insignificant build- 
ings should in Future 0 tot ros from bellstog Somes 

item. 67 calls attention fo a piece of Case law that 
ought notto stand. Itwasenacted someshort time agoin 
the Education Administrative Provisions Actof x9r1 that 
if plans of a new school are approved by the Education 
Board the school is free from the constructional pro- 
visions of all local building law. ‘The High Courts of 
Justice have ruled in effect that anything and every- 
thing within the covers of every building law, including 
frontage lines, height of buildings, foundations, fire= 
proofing, party wall procedure, signs, dangerous struc- 
ture provisions, are included in this word “ construc- 
tion.” ‘This ruling is not confined to London, and not 
only to the public schools built by the London Count 
Council, but is applicable to every new school built 
anywhere, and by anyone so Jong as the plans are 4 
proved by the Board of Education. 

As the Government who introduced the Act did not 
‘mean this, an amendment seems desirable. 

Referring to administration by the London County 
Council in Section XII of the Report, it will be of 
interest to members to note that during the last quarter 
the London County Council had to come to a decision 
in the following number of eases :— 

Applications for new streets, frontage lines, height 

‘of buildings, special alterations, etc... 1,306 

Means of escape eases. 436 


* 1,942 
The following observations occur :-— 
(2) ‘he average available time for consideration of 
‘each case cannot be great, and the task must be stupen 























the majority of cases must follow such routine 
character that the superintending architect is able to 
anticipate the Committee's decision, 

(3) Consequently still large number of matters 
than at present might be delegated to him as suggested 
in Item 81, 

(4) If this were done and the delegation to the Dis- 
trict Surveyor of much ordinary construction. were 
Provided for as suggested in a previous part of the 

port, the Building Act Committee would have more 
time at their disposal, and 

(5) It would not be altogether out of the question 
for applicants to appear in support of their schemes, 

Special reference should be made to the District 
Survevorsin tems 72 and 73, Although they are not 
actually officers of the London County Council, that 
body has to see that the work of each district is carried 
on, and that all necessary information is in the hands 
‘of successor in office. ‘The London Building Act, 
1804, provides that the documents, plans and applica~ 
tions delivered to the District Surveyor are the Coun 
«il's property. ‘The Report draws attention to this fact 
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in suggesting that certified plans of buildings should be 
deposited at once with the London Coumy, Counc 
‘They are most valuable records and if lost or mis 
very great hardship and loss may result, The existence 
of Such plans establishes certain rights to build. They 
are not secret documents, When questions arise as to 
‘whether vacant land can be developed it would be most 
helpful if the central authority held the necessary 
records for inspection. This would be all the more 
necessary if, in the future, buildings in old narrow 
streets might in general cases be re-erected to the old 
heights. It would be obviously necessary to get them 
certified before demolition. 

Referring briefly to the administration by the Di 
trict Surveyor, the following information should be 
given, During all the war period and when building 
operations were severely restricted the District Sur- 
veyors, whose incomes were limited entirely by the 
amount of work done in their respective districts, 
suffered heavily ; besides, they have to bear the whole 
of the expenses of their office and haye no retiring 
allowance in prospect. Some were not able to pay even 
their office expenses out of the fees received from their 
district. In 1917 thirteen districts did not produce a 
het income of £2 per week. In consequence of this 
heavy burden of loss the fees were raised in r92r for 
five years, ‘This has produced a net increase above pre- 
War figures of about 25 per cent, ‘The last year’s avail- 
ale figures show thet 6,700 jobs of all Kinds were 
attended to in London in toaz, ‘The average net fees 
for new buildings from Bush House downwards was 
£3 38,, the other jobs £2 2s,, and the average net fees 
amounted to £1,775. ‘The Report suggests that it is not 
an extravagant “amount, It does, however, recom- 
mend thatthe fers ahiould be graduated more fii, 
and the work which carties a higher service should 
receive a higher fee than the work which requires 
less. At present the fees are roughly calculated on 
‘one basis. 

Only two other items in the Report require exten- 
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sion. Item 85 suggests that the “ definitions” in the 
London Building Act should be revised at any rate in 
the direction of clarity. Buildings are divided into 
three classes.—Public, domestic, and warehouse, A 
domestic building is one which is not a public building 
‘ora warehouse, A warehouse is one not a domestic or 
a public building, and a public building is not one of 
the other two, This is « definition running in a circle, 
Teshould be made more definite 

May I conclude with one personal paragraph? My 
brigiaal deaf of tho last laube of the Report Was that 
the proposed modifications of the law would greatly 
assist building operations and make London a healthier 
and brighter city, When the committee read the 
parageaph they instantly deleted the last few words 
with an accompaniment of ribald laughter. It may 
have been on the ground that those who trouble 
about Acts of Parliament and deal with bricks and 
mortar and other such mundane things must. be 
so dwarfed in spirit, and so lost to every fine feeling, 
that it is an impertinence for them to even dream 
of a“ healthier and brighter London,” Nevertheless, 
Tam unrepentant. I believe that there are those 
that will agree with me in this, that if asthe result of 
a reformed Building Law at least some of our streets 
are not common highways for public traflic, if we may 
secure more wide open avenues, if the dismal offices in 
which so many work day by day are not to be the pattern 
for to-morrow, if our dwelling rooms are adequately 
lit, if our open spaces can be kept free and not be over- 
shadowed at the dictates of a very materialistic age, if 
‘we can see perhaps more often a grassy patch or a bed 
of flowers even in central London, and the air we 
breathe is less polluted, and if at night we are not to be 
so blinded: by flaming advertisements on every wall 
that we shall become insensible to the glories of the 
midnight sky, then I venture to hold that it is not too 

eat a presumption to suggest that we may expect as 
the direct result of u reformed Building Law a Healthier 
and Brighter London, 
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Architect and Artist 


BY GEORGE DRYSDALE [FJ, DIRECTOR OF THE SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE, BIRMINGHAM. 


For the provocative purpose of creating a discussion at 

recent meeting. at wham, Mr. Drysdale read a 
Paper entitled " Why are Architects so seldom Artists ; 
for, Why are Architects not always Artists ?” Inthe course 
of his argument Mr. Drysdale said 

"Po begin with, whatis an artist? Weall have feelings, 
political and other ; sounds, sights and smells affect us 
Yariably. Surely the artists among us are those who feel 
these various things more keenly than the rest, and, 
feeling 80, wish to take a hand in their discussion. "The 
painter of nature wishes to examine and explain to others 
the thrills nature provides for him, the effects of light, of 
colour. ‘The musician until recently discussed har- 
monies. ‘The amateur in the arts is generally satisfied 
with theie conventional treatment, with their sentimental 
Valucs, their story-telling power,” He enjoys the sensa- 
tions these various sounds, sights and smells engender. On 
the other hand, the artist's inquiry is rather the why and 
the wherefore of these effects, Why should such and 
such a thing make one laugh or weep, feel dissatisfied or 
the reverse. He wishes to get at the root of the matter, 
lunderstand. how it works on his ego and reproduce it, 
‘amplify it, glorify it, so that it may act on his neighbour 
not 30 sensitive as himself, His glory is in the extent of 
his power to affect others," He must discover the primary 
‘values, the root causes in his particular branch of the 
In short, the amateur wahts the sensation, the artist is 
interestedin the emotion issuing therefrom. “Too often the 
painterisasculptor, thearchitect a literary man, who, ha 
Jog studied among the dead leaves of Vitruvius and his I 
teeks co reproduce the dried fruits of his learning. We, 
ti architects, have joined in the great discussion on 
Building ; we wish to carry on the story snd as artists 
eave records of what our time was, a severely. 
fart, an art moatly of hidden values, working for sub- 
Conscious effects, content generally as a background to 
four lives in cities, Our walls are usually well built, our 
rains a model for the whole world’s copying, the pave- 
ments of our streets nigh perfect, our houses comf 
The smoke of our cities rather spoils our best effects. 
Bye-laws blunt our efforts, our town councils and go 
ing bodies have but seldom imaginati 

from competitions, We are hide-bound by business 
Gnd the lack of money. Iurrying slonj,, worried, 
fisunderstanding and misunderstood, we lack concen- 
{ration on our art, thankful to earn a living and grateful 
toa Lutyens or & Liverpool who, giving us somethin 
‘pew, helps us to establish another convention. Lutyens is 
An attist, aman of primary cause and effect. Liverpool is 
a school, and provides an argument. 

‘When we are young we set our ideals rather high. ‘The 
weaker among its are in danger of becoming embittered 
When we find out how things are. Our ideals must of 
hecessity be high—high enough to stand before, the 
Snslaughts of truth, Commerce and that queer thing 
filled Democracy may seem our rulers. As individuals 
Sve can still be free, and if we are to be artists, we must 
be the free servants of our clients.”” 



















































‘To indicate the difficulties which lie in the path of an 
architect Mr, Drysdale tabulated the following twelve 

ints <— 
*'r. Lack of Understanding of Human Nature, perhaps 
better, luck of a sense of humour, the possession of which 
enables each of us to see how small we are and how 
Gnimportant in the general scheme of things. It helps us 
to realise how the success, of our neighbour's efforts at any: 
rate, is often another word for luck, and so gives us & 
proper sense of perspective. We must understand our 
Clients and the men whom we employ, know when to 
humour them, judge when to give a little more than is 
expected, and’ even bully them when necessary, alvea 
remembering, if we are artists, that our final interest is 
men, not stones. 

<r Sense of Reality, We must realise clearly what we 
fare and what we ate trying to do ina world that is. 
Realise also the size and scale of the matters concerning 
which we have dealings. How many of us are given to 
Cxuggerition ; we think our gecse are swans, oUF Cot 
mansions, wan once called in to help on what was called 
4 large Classic house. ‘The sum to be spent cured out 
to be £4,000, pre-war, and the job collapsed in a week. 
Surely it is very inartistic to exaggerate the importance 
tithes of our works of of our place in the world. A 
‘habit that grows as bad habits do, it leads to sourness and 
discontent, and makes us untruthful and therefore out of 
touch with things that are. ‘The joy in an art, to perpe~ 
trate a platitude, is certainiy not measured by the dimen~ 
sions of the production, We get great and grand ideas 
fof ourselves going in for huge competitions and are bitter 
Hreause the world wants corsage, 

3. The Literary Sense, ‘This is very well explained 
by. Geoftey Scot Jn. a book onthe, deel of 

fumanism. We are 30 very apt to design and judge 
‘buildings by what we think others feel about neti 
examining them for ourselves. We look at the moon, 
for example, and flatter ourselves that we feel what the 
poets are never tired of writing about it, content that our 
So-called feelings are second-hand impressions. We 
might be better employed trying to diagnose what the 
‘moon means to us. As far as I remember, Geoffrey Scott 
asks us to approach a building as a child would, keeping 
fan open mind, and try to register accurately the effect on 
‘our spirit of what we see, and then attempt a i 
of why. Certain patterns. affect ws various) 
uprights of a Gothic cathedral, the horizontality 
work, the arch a sign of vigour, « sagying line of depres~ 
flea.’ Mest of us have ambitions in the we of cola 

ye youngest among us possibly imagines that if hy 

chooses a good example from the past and details it cate 
fully he has the right to expect a 
no business to think so. Columns in architecture may 
not be quite so sensitive as the human figure is in 
sculpture; they are, nevertheless, very sensitive things 
and call for great care in their treatment, if they are to. 
express anything other than the literary meaning the 
words “orders” and "columns" convey to us. Are 
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they not, when used intelligently, a very potent way of 


stating dignity, strength, permanence and order in our 
buildings ? Who can imagine sympathy between the 
Greek Doric and ‘Trotsky, for example ? Columns well 
used have power over us as the music of Bach has, as has 
the fine flavour of great poetry. ‘They look inevitable, 
‘They affect us as» battleship does, but they afford satis- 
faction to our senses through our eyes and not through 
‘our knowledge of the rules of their making, for we care 
not how they are made. 

4. Lack of Imagination. Was it not Ruskin who, 
looking at a stone, saw a mountain? ‘The great virtue 
a real work of art is surely its imaginative power, its 
power.of showing something clearly, its proportions 
seem found, its scale just. Tt points out to us new facts 
and enhanced values, and carries us a step further in our 
appreciation of the true and the beautiful. A work of art 
enerally contains a suggestion that life is worth living. 

low dull is much of our work which has knowledge but 
‘no imagination! Might we not live a little more like 
Alice 2” We might be of more use if we did. 

5. Power of Visualising Things, I fear an elevation is 
just'« matter of fines on paper to those architects who are 
ot artists. ‘The power of sceing things in their three 
dimensions is not given to all of us. ‘The plan, section 
and elevation remain separate and distinct, not one ss 
‘our bodies are one, the external expression of what we 

ld. is other than the natural one, the faces of our 
buildings, as it were, powdered and painted, the insides 
not always very healthy. Surely in the great buildings 
of the past the soundness, permanence and naturalness 
of the structure contain the real appeal rather than the 
rettiness we are 40 fond of sketching. Architecture as an 
fart is an art of shapes, of voids and solids, of spaces, of 
light and shade, of patterns in space, not’a struggle of 
styles on paper, of lines und fashionable detail. A great 
knowledge of the science of anatomy does not of necessity 
‘mean a great doctor. 

6. Simplicity of Thought. A rare virtue among these 
strange gentlemen we are discussing. Each problem we 
have to deal with must be boiled down to its simplest 
elements 10 thet i cabo de to cecone i peinary 

urpose, its object in being. Having got ri € 
Witthe mature the superooue wea tft wit several 
diverging interests, their unification, the successful 
solution, Planning, to take an example, is the simplest 
Possible arrangement of rooms to be built for separate 
poses, Our plans must be simple, direct, and have 
imaginative power. The plan must not lead to unneces- 
ary complication in working, or expense in constructing. 
So-called architectural features need not occupy valuable 
space and be prominent in advertising that they are 
features and nothing else. Whether for prayer or feast 
ing, business or relaxation, the plan should not obtrude 
itself upon the person inside. He should be unaware of 
the difficulties overcome ; the troubles of his existence 
thould not be added to by the incompetence of the 
arrangement. Odd steps, dark and dangerous spaces, 
chimneys that smoke, draughts, to name a few of the 
‘more evident. Tt is expensive in our club houses to have 
to keep a waiter standing by whote job is to say,“ Mind 
the step, sir." It is nor effective to plan a marble paving 
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which is arranged in so slovenly a manner that it destroys 
the restfulness or other quality of the hall in which we put 
it. Good planning is the economical partitioning off of 
a certain space. At its greatest it is a noble form of 

7. Sense of Colour and of Material. There are many 
reds, blues and yellows, many more than the trade is 
aware of. Many of us specify red or blue, as the case 
may be, and leave it at that—another example of the 
literary danger. I wonder if we always realise that we 
‘cannot talk about colour accurately, We must see it in. 
Position to know what it is. As with pigments, light and 
shade, so with materials and with form, they all affect 
the subconscious sense of even the least emotional among. 
us. They can soothe or distress us, and are useful in that 
they show us how much the art of 
‘sensuous in us rather than the purely intellectual, Have 

¥¥ of you tried to express other than by just the word 
comfort" what a real easy chair means to you, or the 
difference to your senses of St. Paul’s and Westminster 
Abbey, or, again, the green of the grass in the spring and 
of the’ chair for the use of which in London we pay 














8. Lack of Nerve. Nerve is an absolute necessity for 
him who is by the nature of things something of a prophet. 
False prophets, of course, are common dangers ; never 
theless, he who feels that he has discovered something 
new, of desires for good reason to upset some recognised 
convention, needs always pluck to state his case and greater 
bravery to stand by the results. This so-called new idea 
in art, i€ good, is probably oniy a fresher, clearer vision 
‘of something that is. | Sceming novelty in spiritual things 
is seldom popular. "After we have reached the noble age 

, ahall we say, forty, we hate to be forced to think anew. 
We like to feel that we are settled and like to consider 
others as our weaker brethren who venture to wobble in 
their points of view. ‘The only way sometimes to getta 
new angle of vision is to risk a fall—taking the fall is an. 
education, ‘The moss that clings to stationary stones 
may be pretty but is not always of great value. 

9. Lack of Education and therefore Sound Taste, ‘The 
argument becomes rather personal, as you have honoured 
acti opptcreniy of akong yon andor ae fer 

this opportunity. of you asking you 

to remember how difficult the task may be. We have 
got beyond the long-drawn battle of the styles and 
are becoming, I hope, more catholic in our appreciation of 
any work that has stood the test of time. We are agreed 
that a sound knowledge of the technique of building is the 
first and most important requirement of a would-be 
architect. Many of us fear that the danger of modern 
‘education is that it tries to make the student feel other 
people’s feelings and not register his own. We think he 
is inclined to. study history, for example, as something 
other than the story, often garbled, of men such as we are 
—to study the styles of the past as dull things necessary 
for the passing of an exam. and do designs vaguely, hoping 
to please but with no great personal feeling. In short, 
there is a danger that we do not think, imagine and sce 
ing we learn in relation to life at large. Surely 

the duty of a so-called master is to try and encourage his 
students to take an imaginative view of whathas been done. 








idling relies on the” 





vile 








a a 


536 JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS 28 June 1924 


‘Train them to see how the past solved its architectural 
troubles and how often the same troubles are ours to-day, 
In learning a language some knowledge of grammar is 
necessary in order to compose sentences intelligently ; 
likewise if those sentences are to give pleasure some 
acquaintance with the fine writings in that language is 
advisable, ‘The Egyptians could make a plain wall express 
itself quite unashamed by its plainness, the Greeks studied 
mouldings, the Romans and the medixval peoples were 
interested in vaults, the Renaissance in patterns, If the 
architects of the future are to express the emotions, surely 
they must know something of how others have expressed 
them before their time, They must know the values 
placed on plain spaces and on voids, know why ornament 
sand what is meant by colour and by texture. 

‘The student has to be taught to design. ‘This does not, 
in my opinion, mean that he has to learn how to draw out 
adaptations of past styles fitting in the plan behind, draw 
‘everything nicely, colour to taste and serve up hot, for 
praise. Rather it is the laborious process of sing 
the various sizes of things, and what they are, of finding: 
out first principles, understanding what the unit means, 
getting hold of the practical and aesthetic essentials of 
his various problems, learning to think as an individual. 

How to compose in effect sentences, of necesity using 
the words of the past to make himself understood ;, the 
master's part that of the benevolent client, one of those 
rare ts who know even a little of what is possible 
and do not interfere unduly, but who slang absin 
require attention to. programme, point out possibili 
and gently suggest alternatives, at the same time insisting: 
Fea ‘work, and again work, as the sovereign remedy for all 
that is evil. 


















‘A criticism often heard is that the modern student 
tured out with grandiose idens, with a swollen hea 
‘This makes him of little use in the ordinary office. 
Most of us, after all, have suffered from this disease 5 itis 
not incurable—tike measles, it might almost be said to 
be nonmal, Modern work is often very dull, modern 
Ibusiness has a somewhat narrowing. effect upon us. 
Surely at some time or other, and the earlier the better, it 
is wise that we live in n world of ideals and ideas, en~ 
couraging what nature has given ws in the way of imagina- 
tion, rathor lying fallow in a workaday world, being our 
florious selves for once. Remembering that if we have 
that in us, capable of seeing that which is really great in 
fur work wwe are likely to be humble enough to look after 
that which seems small, A three years’ course in archi- 
tecture should not attempt to turn out practical draughts 
men of others' designs. Tt should rather aim at making 
foundation broad enough on which to build a knowledge 
of what building is. 

10, Sense of Style. One of the most just criticisms of 
the work of modem architect that tis lncking in sense 
of style, not any particular dictionary style, something 
deeper than that. "Style, the result of charncter and of 
fmuch labour, Eager to follow a convention, modern work 
soften wanting in scholarship and restraint,it shows a poor 
understanding of material and is ignorant of form. Often 
‘badly composed, rich as regards material, nevertheless its 


























poverty-stricken. Wren’s build- 
ings never look like this ; indeed, as is hardly necessary 
to point out, the first thing to be noticed in good work is 
the apparent wealth and satisfactoriness of the humblest 
materials. Bad buildings invariably look common, they 
are the permanent snobs of our streets, to our ears silent, 
to our eyes most offensive, their blatant swank a con- 
tinual added curse to our existence. 

11, The Conventional Mind js fatal to the would-be 
good architect. Conventions are splendi 
things under conditions such as we live 
possibly set on without them ; they are stupid, however, 
fas needs be. Art has always been a struggle against the 
established. It in never satisfied, is always. advancing or 
retreating ; iti the natural enetny of the conventional 
the contrary germ as it were keeps society in a 
fate of eqUibriam., “The nrtist to explo mwa ns, 
of necessity, to make use of conventions, He can only 
use them safely when he understands why they are. 

12, The Commercial Sense. ‘This need not detain us 
long ax we are so continually being reminded of its exist 
‘ence wherever wemay go. Afamousarchitect once told me 
that the spending of six months in the office of a quantity 
iveyor had ruined him for life av an architect. He said 
it made him weigh things as a grocer does and consider 
their money value before their we or thelr ightnes on the 
job. 

1 have finished with my twelve points. White you 
‘will. grant there are some architects who can make no 
lain to be called artists, there are many others, artists 
who fail to obtain just eredit for their works, Reasons 
for thin among others are due to those who criticise 
‘our work without in the feast understanding what we 
are about when we are doing it, or those who employ 

as jugglers in stone, decorators of what they. con= 
ler ugliness, for these are the causes sometimes of the 
‘weaker among us falling from grace, ‘The gentleman who 
‘wants novelty and sensation, often vulgarity, « new style 
‘or the tinke ieturensie of an od 
inging together of 40- 
+ho thinks a newly found material or 
; connotes a new architecture, oF 
‘one who realises building 1s a matter for the builder's 
attention and thinks the architect an added. luxut 
‘gain, the cheap jack who wants everything for nothing. 
1, myself, have been asked to make several storeys of 
lavatories’ look like a glorious tower and have been 
praised for making an altar look like a wedding cake, 
Critics are only useful when they register a charitable and 
ju on and alk not for eflect but to help. Clients 
V6 No right fo expect much more than ten per cent. 
better value than they hoped for, and should be possessor 
‘of at least some of the virtues called human. Architecture 
is not scene-painting in stone but a language for the truth= 
ful and emotional expression of what our buildings are 
built for. 

might say, in conclusion, that in these days of ¥ 
much advertised selfexpression the expremion of purpose 
in the building is what is wanted rather than the self- 
imagined self-expression of the architect.” 


appearance is dull and 
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Reviews 


“THE NATIONAL HOUSING MANUAL: A 
GUIDE TO NATIONAL POLICY AND 
ADMINISTRATION.” By Henry R. Aldridge, 
Secretary National Housing and Town Planning 
Council: Price £2 2s, net. The National Housing 
and Toten Planning Council, 41 Russell’ Square, 
London, W: 

‘The publication of Mr, Aldridge’s monumental 
work under the heading of The National Housing 
Manual comes at the moment when all those 
interested in this national question are waiting for a 
new housing policy to be adopted by the Labour 
Government. ‘The question of housing is one of 
first importance, not only in Government circles but 
also in local borough councils, 

"The advent of the war and its effec on the housing 

itions of the people, on the termination of hos- 
ities, brought the question before the public almost 
in the nature of a new movement, although reading Mr. 

Aldridge’s book it is clear that. the organisation known 

a the Nat Housing and ‘Town Panning Council 

had been in existence for many years, and has given 

advice and help on this most important question 
wherever necessity arose, both during and after the 
war. Since the war it has become obvious that the 
magnitude of the housing question is such that the 

Government have had to legislate on a different scale 

to that they had done previously. 

‘The war has been blamed for the housing conditions 
under which the ex-Service man had to return to civil 
life, but the land valuation of pre-war days and the 
luncertainty it created, as well as the enormous sum of 
money expended on it, must have had its effect on 
housing shortage. 

‘This new book is divided into five parts, ‘The intro- 
duction brings to notice the work done on the housing 
guestion by Monsieur Charles Garnier, the archi 
of the Opera House in Paris (in conjunction 
Professor Ammann, whose work, L’ Habitation Humaine, 
was published in 1892). ‘The first part of Mr. Ald- 
Fidge’s book deals with the housing of primitive man, 
and one feels that the author is not so much at home 
here as with the development of the subject in subse- 
quent chapters, It would. be interesting to know the 
means by which the lake dwellers drove their piles of 
30-40 feetlong to half theirlength in the bedsof thelakes. 

We have an attempt to build up a consecutive story 
of human dwellings from prehistoric peri 
from 5,000 8.¢. to 500 8.0, of all the known it 
world, accompanied with a large amount of interesting 
etal, which cannot fail to be of interest to all students 
of the subject. It would have been an interesting 
addition if at the end of each chapter a list of books 
dealing more exclusively with the subject under dis- 
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cussion could have been given ; it would have made the 
work still more valuable as a book of reference. 

Interesting descriptions are given of the early 
housing in England up to 1600, which show that for 
the poorer classes, as well as in other countries, the con- 
ditions under which they lived were such that very little 
advance had been made from the prehistoric periods, 

Chapter IX deals with the period 1760-1875, when 
the first Public Health Act was passed, and that was a 
period of great artistic development in the designin 
and furnishing of the homes of the upper an 
middle classes; it also saw an enormous. increase 
in the population, and a series of comparative tables 
are given of the population of some of our largest 
towns, ‘This period is compared with that of 1921, 
and no more convincing proof could have been 
furnished for the necessity for housing legislation, 
‘The insistence for a policy of housing of a wise, 
broad, and far-seeing character as detailed in Chapter 
HIT is essential, 

In Part I wefind theauthorin his element, Noone 
is more fully qualified than Mr. Aldridge to speak with 
knowledge and authority on the subject of the Housing 
folicy ofthis country between the outbreak ofthe Great 

War and the present day. ‘This volume gives all the 
details of the various phases through which the housin, 
movement has passed, and with the full details an 
suggestions of various’ bodies that have been engaged 
in helping to form the public opinion on the subiece 

In addition to the giving of the actual wording of the 
various Housing Acts passed by Parliament, dev 
are given as to their administration, and in. Cha 
IIL plans and photographs are given of some typical 
housing schemes already carried out, Other sections 
show the relative position of the sun on the width of 
streets, page 325, and if another edition is produced 
plan showing the position of the sun both for January 
and June would be an interesting and useful addition. 
In the section dealing with suggested types of roads, he 
also shows plans for the spacing of trees. ‘The em- 
ployment of architects for thexe schemes woul! ssem 
to have been fully justified by the results obtained. 

‘The other chapters deal with various aspects of 
housing, and we are given much information. on 
existing sanitary conditions and water supply, and it is 
apparent from a perusal of this work that it was not 
until the beginning of the nineteenth century that any 
association was formed for the consideration and 
betterment of the housing conditions of the peo 
and with the exception of the work of private philans 
thropists it was left for the passing of the Public Health 
Act of 1875 before any official control was placed on 
the indiscriminate building of previous years, 

No mention is made of the large amount of housing 
work, mostly flats, carried out by the late James 
Hartnoll in the early ‘eighties in the East of London. 
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Following the period of 1875 we have given us the 
various subsequent Acts that were passed dealing with 
the housing question up to the ereation of the so-called 
Garden City Movement, ‘There are those among us 
who eavil at even this phase, but with the increase in 
population that has to be housed this system appears 
to be the only one offering a solution of the problem, 
and details of the various efforts given in this direction 
form interesting reading. 

We have also detailed the comparative state of the 
number of skilled craftsmen before the war and after, 
and it is mentioned that the National Housing and 
‘Town Planning Council is engaged in putting before 
the Government its considered views on how the 
present deficit of skilled craftsmen in the building 
trade can be improved. This isa pressing necessity 
if an improvement in the rate of progress in housing is 
to be maintained. 

Part V, which concludes the book, deals with housing 
in other countries, and is interesting in showing how 
universal is the need at the moment for the proper 
consideration of all that relates to housing and town 
planning. 

"The book should be in the possession of all those 
interested or engaged in the housing question. 

C. Lovert Gute (FJ. 


SCIENCE AND SANCTITY. A Study in the 
‘Scientific Approach to Unity. By Victor Branford. 
London. 1923. (Leplay House Press, 65 Belgrave 
Road, S.W.t, and Williams @& Norgate, 14 
Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, W.C.2.) 

‘The purport of this work is boldly set forth upon 
the cover and runs as follows: “Our Machine 
Industry, our Credit System and Centralised Power 
are demiurgic forces disposed to run wild. We have 
failed as yet to tame them, and harness their energies 
to the chariot of life. We are tormented by con- 
sequent tendencies, dispersive where not subversive. 
For lack of a vision of life at the full, in the here and 
now, our Civilisation is like to perish. Why do not 
Religion, Art, Science, work together for fulness of 
life and its joy 2 What obstacles hinder their wnion ? 
‘What evils frustrate their fruition? How can the 
obstacles be removed and the evils transmuted ? 
‘To these questions this book sets out to find answers 
verifiable in science, valid in religion and communicable 
by art.” 

Mie was Goethe who said “We are saved by our 
limitations,” and in our quest of Utopias, subject to 
the disappointments that accompany, such quest 
we shall be well advised perhaps to find comfort i 
Goethe's pronouncement. ‘The death-bed saying 

ributed to King Charles II. may be paraphrased 

Tam afraid, gestlemen, the world is an un- 

conscionable time a-living.”” ‘The world indeed makes 

great demands upon our patience. Not only our 





























practice, but our outlook waits upon developments. 
And thus Utopian schemes, while it may be rightly 
claimed for them that they create an atmosphere 
beneficial to progress, break down upon policies. 
Plato, as one may gather, had no great desire to 
behold the realisation of his Republic. To affirm 
‘one principle so often entails the abandonment of 
another, and the fusion of apparent opposites must 
await Nature’s good time. ‘To escape from Dualisms 
and to reconcile the conceptions of the One and the 
‘Many has been the goal of all philosophies, including 
that of Mr. Branford. "A God-penetrated universe 
and myself as an integral part of it,” to use a phrase of 
John Addington Symonds, would seem to be Mr. 
Branford’s theme, and he would seek its realisation 
in the establishment of what he calls “ The Cloister,” 
some place set aside in which vision may be cultivated 
and a unity of purpose evolved. He deplores the 
Renaissance, which he considers created a divorce 
between the religious and the secular, between, the 
vision and the performance, If the “Closter” is 
merely regarded figuratively, a symbol indicating that 
detachment, which enables the wider outlook to be 
more completely grasped, we must all recognise its 
worth, and none more so than the architect, The 

ion of his design as a whole, and the patient 
building up of its parts in such manner that each part 

Of the same nature as the whole, and essential to it 
—this is his calling. The view and the foresight that 
must precede the actual achievement are his. But 
when the author descends to the concrete, and begins 
to develop the practical possibilities of his mesa 
the current of his endeavour is dissipated in a wealth 
of phrase and symbolic imagery. ‘The book is indeed. 
conceived in the spirit of the apocalyptic. It is a 
thapsody, and must not be read as a commentary. 

Itis difficult, for example, to recognise the professor 
of civics in the following portraitu ‘The town- 
planner is fortunate in that he has discovered a 

rofession whose practice should fit him to be the 
intermediary between on the one hand the prayer 
closets of the religious and the Spanish castles of the 
plain-man, and of the other the ivory towers of art, 
science and letters. To the occupants of these 
dispersed fragments of the civic Cloister, the designs 
‘of the town-planner, when inspired by the vision of 
theology, touched by the spirit of the poet and informed 
by the outlook of science, should appeal as a foretaste 
of Paradise.” 

After reading this paragraph, one is tempted to 
repeat the story of Lamb, who, having listened with 
patience to a protracted argument between Coleridge 
and another, as to whether man as he is, or as he was to 
be, offered the most fruitful matter for enquiry, 


exclaimed that for his part he preferred man as he was 
not to be. 
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H. Heathcote Statham [F.] 


BY W. T. PLUME [HONORARY ASSOCIATE], EDITOR OF THE BUILDER. 


SUPPOSE the editor asked me to write an obituary 
I notice of the late Henry Heathcote Statham because 

of my association with the deceased during twenty- 
three of the twenty-five years of his editorship of The 
Builder and because of a suj sition that I should 
know as much about my old chief as anyone, If 
working and talking with a man on every subject of 
professional interest and many others for nearly every 
day of most months in all those years can establish # 
sort of Boswellian right to be heard, I suppose the 
editor's invitation is justified. When I joined The 
Builder in 1885, two years after Statham’s appoint- 
ment, I soon realised what an extraordinarily able man 
he was, and that, with his great store of accumulated 
knowledge, his retentive memory, his easy and logical 
style as a writer, his methodical ways and, above all, 
his immense industry, he was, certainly at that time, 
an ideal editor. Obviously, the aim an editor sets 
before himself and the opportunities which are afforded 
him by cireumstances count for much, and those were 
days when the fullest expression of a man’s per- 
sonality within the limits imposed by the law counted 
for a great deal in the editorial conduct of a journal ; 
but now the world is so full of varied interests that to 
edit a paper which aims to represent the many-sided 
Activities of a great profession, as well as an important 
industry and the correlated arts, as it was edited 
in Statham’s time, is no longer possible. Statham, 
however, enjoyed writing, preferring it, as he told me, 
to architectural work, and he wrote in the early years 
following his appointment on many subjects which 
had no direct bearing on the building arts, but which, 
as he often remarked to me, had "an interest for an 
educated man, which is what an architect should be.”” 
Statham came to London from Liverpool, where he 
received his educational and architectural training, on 
‘the suggestion of George Godwin, the then editor of 
The Builder, and continued his connection with the 
Paper as a contributor until Godwin retired, when he 
Succeeded him. Prohably there were other archi- 
tects preferring writing to architecture ” who would 
at the time gladly have accepted such an appointment, 
but it is doubtful if anyone but Statham could have 
made such good use of his opportunities, His industry 
Was remarkable, and he did not spare himself. What 
made a great impression on me as a young man was 
the conscientious and methodical way in which he 
Worked and the pains he took in all he did to ensure 
meticulous . Though he made researches 
for some of his information, much came from a well- 
‘tored mind, and, aided by his memory and a facile 
Pen, he would write an article while the paper was 





























going to press, and found he did some of his best 
work under pressure of this kind. He knew what 
he wanted to say and he said it without ambiguit 
which even to-day should be the first consider- 
ation of a writer. Leading articles, competition 
and exhibition articles, book reviews, articles on 
art, science and the crafts, notes and even news 
paragraphs were written with an apparent ease which 
was made possible only by the extent of his know- 
edge, an excellent memory, and a logical and orderly 
mind. ‘The pains he took in all he did and his efforts to 
ensure accuracy in what was published developed a 
journalistic sense in detecting what are cuphemistically 
called ‘printers’ errors,” and the efforts he made 
himself to avoid mistakes of this kind he expected from 
others. His aim during the whole period of his 
editorship was, in fact, to set the highest standard of 
architectural journalism,” if I may use a word which 
he would not have liked in such a connection, He 
believed in himself, and if he appeared to advance his 
opinions with excessive vehemence he was always a 
fair as well as a keen controversialist, and if in error 
ready to admit it wholeheartedly and’ generously. If 
T happened to question his judgment he was always 
willing to listen to my point of view and adopt it if I 
could convince him. A certain dogmatism asserted 
itself from time to time, but it was often the dogmatism. 
of knowledge rather than opinion. 

Such was his energy that during his editorship he 
yyrote articles on artistic, musical and literary subjects 
for the Edinburgh and Fortnightly Reviews and the 
Nineteenth Century and read many papers before 
various societies, including the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, the Architectural Association, the 
London Institution, the Royal Society of Arts, the 
Royal Institution, ete. He was a great reader of 
poetry, and wrote a number of delightful articles 
which’ were subsequently published in book form 
under the title Architecture among the Poets. He also 
wrote many articles on musical subjects, was a con 
tributor to Grove's Dictionary of Music, and for many 
years musical critic to the Edinburgh Review. For 
Several successive years he gave classical organ recitals 
at the Albert Hall on Sunday afternoons, and was, I 
believe, organist for a time at St. Jude's Church, 
Whitechapel, His immense energy and the range of 
his subjects are indicated by the following list of his 
published works : Architecture for General Readers, 
Modern Architecture, Architecture among the Poets, 
The Changes in the London Building Act of 1874, My 
Thoughts on Music and Musicians, Form and Design in 
Music, Winged Words (a collection of essays on various 

















subjects); The Organ and its Place in Musical Art, 
‘A Short Critical History of Architecture, and What is 
‘Music?, a short analysis for the general reader, 

Some idea of his versatility will be gained from this 
record, but his interests were not altogether limited to 
literature. He wished to be known as an architect, 
and as such he prepared several designs of decided 
interest in some of the principal architectural com- 
petitions of his time, In collaboration with Mr. John 
Slater he sent in a design for Edinburgh Municipal 
Buildings and one for Sheffield Municipal Buildings. 
He also prepared a design for remodelling the front of 
the National Gallery and laying out ‘Trafalgar Square. 
He designed and carried out the refronting of The 
Builder offices and adjoining buildings, and one or 
two other works, He also made many’ characteristic 
architectural designs which were published indicating 
the poetical and imaginative side of his nature, as well 
as drawings of some of the English cathedrals. ‘The 
subject of bridges always had an interest for him, and 
he made several designs for Thames bridges. : 

It is impossible in a short article to mention all his 
activities, but Tam glad that I can place on record here 
how greatly I value my association with him and how 
much I know T owe to him. No one could fail to. be 
impressed by his personality and, above all, by his high 
standard of honour, and if his manner was somewhat 
reserved, to his friends he was an affectionate and 
warm-hearted man, 


BY W. CURTIS GREEN [F], ARA. 

‘Mr, Statham was good friend to me ever since I met 
him about the year 1897, when I joined the Builder staft 
as his draughtsman, I have always had the greatest 
respect and affection for him. He was some seven-and- 
thirty years my senior, and I cannot therefore write of 
him with the intimacy or understanding of a contem- 
porary, nor will [attempt to analyse his place or services, 
in the art world of his day. 

‘A man of strong character and intellect, he was a 
little singular in his detachment, giving the impression 
to his juniors of one walking through a world of his own. 
Few men, I imagine, have spent themselves more un- 
selfishly in the service of art. Intellectually he was a 
serious artist with a wide field of vision and a great 
diversity of gifts. 

His enthusiasm, whether for architecture, painting, 
sculpture, literature, music, or nature study, was in 
itself an inspiration. He was severely just. I remember 
going to him as editor of the Builder after some months 
on the staff and suggesting that I was worth more 
salary; his reply was: "My good fellow, that is 
a matter of opinion, 

‘He was excellent company and the ideal guest. My 
wife remembers when he was spending + week-end 
with us at our Surrey cottage, he accompanied her 
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violin and encouraged her to take up playing again, and 
how keenly he entered into the fan ab ieg ts ake 
something of the scherzo in Beethoven's fifth sonata, 
and enjoyed it all, He also became very fond of out 
home among the pines, He and his family spent a hapy 
holiday there just before the war, the last holiday wa 
his son, who was killed shortly afterwards. His energy 
\was amazing. He must at this time have been 75 years 
of age, and he arrived at the cottage having walked the 
ten miles from Guildford, 

I remember during one of his visits we happened to 
be reading Pilgrim's Progress to the children, and he 
remarked on Bunyan’s description of heaven as one of 
the fine things in jlish literature. I have never for- 
gotten the Jine—" Which when I had seen, I wished 
myself among them.” He too, a just and vi it, 
has “ entered in through the gates into the city.” 


BY H. D. SEARLES WOOD [F] 

‘The passing away of H. H, Statham is the removal 
of another landmark in the profession. In my earlier 
days, when Godwin was the Editor of the Builder, 
‘we looked on him with awe and reverence. When 
Statham came into the editorial chair he continued 
the tradition,and many of us found him a harsh critic 
‘whose refusal of contributions was couched in terms 
which tasted rather bitter to the recipient, When 
Teame to know him better and got behind the brusque- 
ness I found him a very interesting personality. I 
had the greatest regard for his musical judgment 
and his writings on Handel’s music were a pure joy 
to me. In journalism Mr. Statham belonged to the 
line of great Victorian editors, who wrote leading 
articles of a length which is unknown to-day, His 
style of writing was strenuously straightforward, 
his knowledge extensive, and the honest expres- 


sion of his opinions unquestioned and unquestion- 
able. 




















PUBLICATIONS. 

Messrs. B. T. Batsford, Ltd., have just published a 
comprehensive and well illustrated catalogue of standard 
‘Mlustrated books relating. to decorative and fine. art, 
architecture, construction, practical science, etc,, which, 
Consists of nearly 100 pages, exclusive of a large umber 
of “ilustrazong. The etaloque is invaluable for the 
Purpose of reference as well as for those who wi 
Pprchate books for ther libraries: “'o"* WO with 10 

‘Messrs, Emest Benn, Ltd, have issued their Spri 
list of books on the Finc and Applied Ars whichinchadee 
4 large number of works on architecture and design 

ich have recently been published or whose publication 
is in active preparation. Professor A. E. Richardson's 

Regional Architecture of the West of England,” and 
‘Major Barnes's Handbook to Architectural Practice,” 
fare among the books which have recently been published. 
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SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING, 


A Special General Meeting of the Royal Institute 
was held in the Large Hal, Caxton Hall, Westminster, 
London, on Tuesday afternoon, 17 June 1924, the 
President, Mr. J. ALFRED GOTCH, F.S.A. the 
chair, 277 Fellows and 340 Associates were present, 

The PRESIDENT: Gentlemen, I will ask the 
Secretary to read the minutes of the last Special 
General Meeting. 

The SECRETARY (Mr. Ian MacAlister): ‘The 
minutes of the Special General Meeting held on 18 
‘March having already appeared in the JOURNAL, per- 
haps the meeting wil abe them as read, 

Agreed. 

‘The PRESIDENT: This is a Special General 
Meeting, held under Bye-law 64, to consider three 
resolutions, of which you have been given notice, and 
of which you have received copies. You will also have 
found upon the seats some notes as to procedure this 
afternoon, which have been prepared by the Institute’s 
Solicitor.’ Before calling on Major Barnes to move the 
first resolution, I will ask the Secretary to read a letter 
which was received last night from Mr, H, W. Wills, 
writing on behalf of the “Defence League,” Task the 
Secretary to read that letter, to which please give very 
careful attention. 

‘The SECRETARY read the fetter, as follows : 

* x6th June 1924. 
“To the President and Council of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, 

“ GenTLemen,—The * Defence League " has proposed 
and the ‘Emergency Committee ' has approved of the 
following agreement to settle the differences which have 
arisen, which it is hoped the Council will confirm and 
recommend to the Special General Meeting for accept- 
ance, 

"1. That the Council's recommendations will be allowed 
to pass the General Meeting on 17 June and the subse- 
uent Confirming Meeting without opposition from the 
* Defence League” provided that, immediately after the 
Resolutions have been passed by the General Meeting on 
f7 June, the Council forchwith hold Referendum on there 

ions by post-card vote o! ite members in 
Semi a 

“2. The post-card vote to be a direct vote in favour of 
or against the Resolutions, 

“ 3- ‘The Referendum to be decided by a simple majority 
of those actually voting. 

“4. Neither the ‘Defence League’ nor the ‘ Emer- 
gency Committee’ to send out circulars or otherwise to 
any, Eel vay co) in favour of or against the Resolu- 
‘Nons while the post-card vote is being taken. 

“5. Ifthe Resolutions are rejected by the post-card vote 
‘the Council will ask the Confirming Meeting to drop the 
Proposals altogether, 








"6. The * Defence League’ as a body and the members 
of its Committee who signed the proposed undertaking on. 
10 June will undertake : - 

(@) Not to oppose the Council's proposals before 
the Privy Council 

(8) To disband the ' Defence League ' and not to 
revive it within five years. 

(2) To drop all idea of the formation of a rival 
Society on this issue, 

“7, The * Emergency Committee ' will undertake to 
disband itself and not to revive it within five years. 

Yours faithfully, 
“ (Signed) Henseer W. Wits.” 


‘The PRESIDENT = This letter from Mr. Wills is 
a very important contribution, because it shows and 
‘opens the way to a complete reconciliation within the 
Institute of those conflicting interests which have dis- 
tracted our attention of late years. (Applause.) ‘The 
Council have felt that in view of the result of 
the recent election they would have no hesitation 
in proceeding, in the ordinary way, to get these resolu- 
tions passed." But their desire is not to act with a high 
hand and to ey use of the forces which are at their 
dis] il provided another force appears which will hel 
tobring harmony inte the Institute, (Applause) The 
Counc have considered this propoosl ad an ympors 
tant point is that the Society of Architects have been 
acquainted with the suggestion, and are entirely willing 
to leave it to the Institute, so there is nothing to hinder 
this vote. You will fully understand, as has already 
been explained to members, that the postal vote, in 
itself, has no legal force. At present the only way in 
which changes such a5 are proposed can be carried is 
ata general meeting, such as this, where they have to be 
carried by a majority of two-thirds. You will also be 
aware that one of the proposals embodied in the resolu- 
tions which are before you to-day is the establishment 
of just such a postal yote; but at present you will 
realise that it has no legal force, At the same time, it 
docs give an opportunity to every member of the 
Institute to record his opinion, either for or against these 

roposals, and it will remove any objection which might 
Te taised on the score that many’ members, have ne 
opportunity of attending this meeting. (Hear, hear.) 
‘Therefore the Council sre very anaioes, nd wee yee 
with all the persuasion at their command, to agree to 
the taking of this postal vote. It will be n 
to-day, no matter what happens, to put these resolu- 
tions to the vote, and to carry them—if they are to be 
carried—by a two-thirds majority, But you will 
understand that, although the Council hope, and feel 
pretty confident, that that will take place this afternoon, 
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they will then submit those resolutions to the ratifica 
tion of this postal vote, If the postal vote is favo 
able, then a confirming meeting will be held, at which 
it will only be necessary to have a bare majority. If, 
‘on the other hand, the postal vote is not favourable, the 
confirming meeting will still probably have to be held, 
because we,have to fix the dates beforehand. But in 
that case the Council would advise the meeting not to 
confirm these resolutions, But I sincerely hope, and 
the Council hope, that such a course will not be 
necessary. (Applause,) This proposal of Mr. Wills's 
‘was submitted to the Council in conjunction with the 
Conference of Presidents of Allied Societies, and I may 
say it was received with acclamation by those bodies, 
(Hear, hear.) I think it will clear the air and get us on 
the way in/a smooth manner if I ask the meeting to 
indicate whether or no they approve of this proposal 
which has been embodied in Mr. Wills’s letter, and Iwill 
ask those in favour to say Aye," those against to say 
“No.” (One “No” was audible.) "The Ayes have 
it, gentlemen, (Much applause.) I undertake, on 
behalf of the Council, to abide by the terms mentioned 
in Mr, Wills’s letter. I ask Major Barnes, Vice- 
President, to move the first resolution, 

Major HARRY BARNES: Mr, President and 
fellow-Members, I rise to move the first resolution, 
Tneed not read it, as it is on the paper which you have 
before you. The resolution is to approve of this 
Provisional Agreement for amalgamation made be- 
tween the Royal Institute of British Architects and the 
Society of Architects. I think it is probably not 
necestary for me to go into the details of this Apres: 
ment at this meeting. ‘They have been circulat 
to every member present, they have been the subject 
of much argument, for and against, and they are, I 
have no doubt, perfectly familiar to everyone who is 
present, But it is necessary to say a few words in 
support of it, because, as the President has already 
indicated, everyone who speaks in this meeting is 
really speaking to a larger audience even than is present 
here, because the result of this meeting is to be con- 
firmed by a vote taken by means of written communi- 
cations between the members and the Institute. Well, 
sir, I think that we are in the delightful position, here 
this afternoon, that we are going to perform a very 
happy task, that of ending two divisions between the 
Institute and a considerable section of the Architectural 
profession. One of those divisions has lasted for forty 
years ; it began when certain members of the Institute 
founded the Society of Architects for the purpose of 
aiding the cause of Registration. I do not know 
‘whether any of those original members are living, but 
if they are, they are in the very proud position to-day 
of secing the cause that they went out to espouse 
become the cause of a united profession (applause), 
and by ratifying the resolution that is before this 
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meeting we shall bring back to the Institute not 
only such of those original members as may exist, 
but a rather numerous progeny which they have bred 
in the wilderness (laughter). ‘Then, sir, what is 
perhaps even more delightful still to the Institute is 
that, owing yery largely indeed to the efforts of Mr. 
Maurice Webb (applause), there seems every prospect 
of ending a division, not of forty years, but of some 
four years, which has been, perhaps, of a more acute 
character, between that section of the Institute which 
has, since the formation of the “Defence League,” been 
opposed to the principle which is embodied in the 
Agreement that you are now asked to approve. Well, 
sir, it has been, Iam quite Sure, to every member of 
the Institute—members of the “ Defence League, 
equally with members of the “ Emergency Committee 
—a source of great sorrowthatfor four yearsthe Institute 
has been divided at all. (Hear, hear.) We are all of 
us after a united profession in every sense of the word 
(applause), and we all of us want to get out of the way, 
as speedily as possible, everything that prevents us 
being, in the most complete sense, so united. And 
this meeting, with what is to follow, opens out the 
spect of that very happy achievement, Before 
Just, very briefly, outlining ‘the considerations that 
have moved the Council in promoting this policy 
during the past year, I want to touch briefly upon a 
point which may be raised, as to why it was we declined 
to take a referendum before the Council elections 
and why we are taking one now. Speaking for myself 
—and I think I'am probably reflecting the feelin 
of all my colleagues on the Council—I will say 
that we felt that we were, as a Council, so identified 
with the policy that we would not be doing justice, 
either to the profession or to ourselves, in separating 
ourselves from it when we came before you for 
re-election. You will remember that some two or 
three yearsago, I think, there was a Council in existence 
which came before the profession with a policy which 
did not prove to be acceptable, and they were entirely 
swept away. Well, now, we felt that we were elected. 
last year for the express purpose of finding a way out 
of this difficulty. “We asked to be elected on that 
ground. We spent a year in trying to find a policy, 
we thought we had found it, and we wanted to place 
it before the profession, And we felt it was impossible 
to safeguard ourselves in our position as a Council 
by saying: “ Here is this policy; we were elected to 
find it, we have found it, we are committed to it, we 
Want you not to think about us when you are voting 
for it, we want to escape the risk of being identified 
with it, and we want to get back into office again with= 
out trimmels of any kind.” We felt that we could 
not do that; we felt that we had got to nail our 
colours to the mast, and that if we had to go down, 
we must go down with that flag flying. And therefore 
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we came, as a Council, to you closely identified with 
this policy, asking you to elect us because we had 
found it, and to elect us because you wanted us to 
carry it out. Well, there is no doubt about it, we 
have been elected. " We have now been approached 
asking us to accept a suggestion which, in itself, we 
were never afraid of, but which, if ted now, 
would build a bridge along which the Defence League 
and the Emergeney Committee might cross together 
into a united Institute (applause). Well, that was 
an entirely different proposition. We had risked 
our fortunes, and we had survived the risk. Now we 
were asked to do something which was not related 
at all, in any way, to our interests as a Council, 
but was related closely and absolutely to the question 
of getting a united profession, On that ground 
we felt we could accept the proposal. We have 
accepted it, and you have accepted it. ‘The hand 
we are playing now is one we are playing not out of 
Weakness, but out of strength. So much for that 
foie 
‘Now let me, very briefly, put, as the Council sees 
it, the issue that is before the members of the Institute. 
‘The proposal to amalgamate with the Society of 
Architects is a proposal that arises directly out of the 
question of Registration. As I have already said, 
Registration became an issue forty years ago. Some 
twenty years ago the Institute practically adopted the 
idea, and T believe I am correct in saying there have 
been no more ardent supporters of the cause of 2 
Registration than the principal members of the 
“Defence League." Registration is common ground 
‘We all want it. The only question 
Was, what was the best way to get it? Immediately 
We were agreed upon Registration, that ceased to be 
an issue between any section of the profession, and the 
only question which arose then, and kos a vital 
jwestion, was, if you are going to have Registration, 
implies you must have seme kody which wall control 
Registration, Speaking at Cardiff, some two years 
ago, I put before the Conference there the Position 
asTeawit. I suid if we are going to have Registration, 
if there is to be some body which is to control Regi 
tration, that body must be one of two kinds. If you 
do not amalgamate with the Soci ty of Architects, 
You must set up some outside body which is neither 
the Institute on the one hand, nor the Society of Archi- 
tects on the other ; and that body, which is neither 
of those two and which must control both in so far 
as it controls Registration, is a body upon which those 
two can only be represented, probably in. different 
Propo But such a body, when set up, must be 
2 superior controlling body to either of the other two. 
‘That is one kind of body which it will be necessary to 
Or, if you carry out the policy of amalgamation, 
you might have the Institute itself the controlling 
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body without any other body above it, without any 
Board of Control, the Institute holding and — 
taining the supreme position in the profession (hear, 
hear). ‘That is what T ventured to enggest two years 
ago was what must happen, either one thing or the 
other. Within a week or so of that the then 
Council were turned out of office, and a new Council 
came in, elected through the efforts of the ** Defence 
League.” Of course at that time a great many of us 
regretted that event, but I think it was one of the 
happiest things which could have for the 
Institute, because it enabled the “ Defence League,” 
thea being in power through this Coun: 

forward their proposal for dealing with thi 
‘They were faced with these two alternatives, as every 
Council has been faced ; they had to choose between 
amalgamation with the Society and giving the Institute 
the supreme position as the registering Bod y, or they 
must agree to set up some other body outside the 
Society and the Institute. That is the problem they 
were faced with, and the solution they brought forward 
‘was embodied in the Bill which came before a general 
‘meeting something like a year ago. That Bill provided 
for the setting up of « Registration Board to control 
Registration for a certain time and with certain 
powers in respect of the Institute and the Society of 
Architects. That was a policy produced by the 
Council then in existence, and put before a general 
meeting, and rejected ; it is important to remember 
that, that one of the two possible policies has already 
been rejected. 

Very well. Then another Council was elected to 
find some other way, and they had not a very difficult 
task. If there are only two ways to go, and one is 
closed, it does not require a great deal of foresight 
to see that there is only one way open. Only one way 
really remained, and that was the way which the 
Council has taken (applause). And the position here 
this afternoon is really simply this: we all = 
Registration. Registration involves a controlling body. 
‘There are only two controlling bodies possible; one 
which is not the Institute, but above the Institute, 
the other the Institute. ‘The general body of the mem 
bers present rejected one a year ago; you are now 
asked to adopt the other as the only one that remains, 
If this meeting, or any subsequent meeting, should 
reject the proposal of the Council, they will have 
closed both ways, and will have put Registration en- 
Scly ouside practical politics (hea, hea). That is 
the simple and clear issue. If we want Registration, 
Wee eee ee A general 
meeting a year ago said, “ We will not go that way,” 
and we say to you now, “ This is the only way open 
to you, will you go this way 7” And, in the confident 
belief that what this meeting does want is to see the 
Registration policy pushed, that in connection with 
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it they want, above all other things, to see the Royal 
Tnstitute of British Architects remain in its supreme 
position, not only as the head of the most important 
Section of the profession, but as the head of the whole 
profession (applause), that you not only want a great 
profession, but also’ a supreme Institute, I move, 
Mr. President, with the greatest confidence, this 
resolution (loud applause). 

"The PRESIDENT: I ask Mr. Maurice Webb to 
second, 

Mr. MAURICE WEBB [F.]: 1 cannot compete 
with the oratory of Major Barnes, in seconding this 
resolution, or really add anything to. what he has said 
infavour ofit. But, if I may, I would like to emphasise 
two points, One is, that while this amalgamation will 
not bring to you immediately Registration by Parlia- 
ment, it will bring to you immediately Registration by 
Charter. The Institute hus never hitherto been able 
to use its power to the full in that direction. Directly 
this amalgamation is complete it will be able to do so, 
and, in the opinion of our advisers, that is the abso- 
utely first and essential step towards the registration 
by Parliament which we hope to get later on, The 
second point is, 1 am inclined to think, even more 
important ; and that is, that we shall at last attain 
the ideal which two or three generations of architects 
have been working for, which is one great united 
Institute, and Allied Societies connected with it, all 
over England. (Applause.) Hitherto we have been 
a house divided against itself; we have had two 
societies in London, sometimes pulling together, 
sometimes pulling in’opposite directions, After this 
meeting, if these proposals go through, that state of 
‘affairs will be ended. (Applause.) { do not suppose 
you will consider it inappropriate of me if 1 say that 
that state of affairs is very largely due to the attitude 
adopted by the Society of Architects. (Applause.) 
‘We haye asked them to bury themselves, to exterminate 
their Society, and that, after all, is « prety tall order, 
"Throughout these negotiations—and 1 hope everyone 
will realise it—the Society of Architects have worked 
forthe good ofthe profession, just as much as has the 
Royal Institute, (Applause. 

‘And now may I say something about the “ Emergency 
Committee"? We have fought pretty hard to try and 
stop the “Defence League” obstructing proposals which 
‘we consider are for the benefit of the profession ; T 
hhave fought pretty hard myself, and all my comrades on 
that Committee have also fought hard. 1 am afraid 
some very hard things have been said about us—I have 
fot heard them, but I think itis possible it may be true 
and we probably have said some pretty hard things 
about them, But in yiew of the compromise which has 
been reached at the beginning of this meeting, my col- 
Ieagues on the * Emergency Committee wish me to 
say that, for their part, there will be no bitterness left 
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(applause) ;_and when peace follows the storm, as we 
all hope it will in a few months now, the unpleasant 
nesses which have taken place during the last few years 
will, as far as we are concerned, be forgotten. 
(Applause.) e rs 

‘Thave very much pleasure in seconding the resolu- 
tion, (Applause.) 

Sir REGINALD BLOMFIELD, R.A. I rise with 
some diffidence, because Tam afraid Lam not so fami- 
liar with the points as I should be, And although T 
listened with great interest and profit to Major Barnes's 
‘most able address, I must go back some little time, if 
{you will excuse me for a minute or two, with regard to 
this matter of Registration, He told us that about forty 
‘years ago the Society of Architects was founded to fur- 
ther the cause of Registration, Forty years ago I was 
4 junior member of the Council of the Institute, which 
a that time had very definitely embarked on.» policy of 
Registration, felt rather strongly on that point,andthe 
‘group of my cont jes with whom I was working, 
sry who were led by the great figures of Shaw and 
Jackson, were very strongly opposed to Registration 
Pisthose days. We duly went out of the Institute, and 
jn due course we came back again, Since those days 
a great deal has happened, and the whole course of 
‘events has changed. I satisfied myself, a great many 
Years ago, that the profession at large was quite deter= 
fined to have Registration, and, whatever one might 
‘think of it oneself, and one might be doubtful w! 
it would effec all that its advocates hoped that it would, 
it was clear to me it was an indispensable step and con— 

ition in that union of architects which is far more 
important, and is, in my opinion, absolutely indispen- 
sable, (Applause,) 

‘Another point which seems a difficulty is this, but I 
am glad to have learned from the letter read at the com- 
mencement of this meeting, and from the remarks of 
Major Barnes and Mr. Maurice Webb, that this diffi- 
culty has been largely cleared away. There is a feeling 
among some of the members of the Institute that, 
having bought their citizenship at a great price, that is 
to say, having become members of the Institute at great 
pains ‘and labour and passed examinations for that 
purpose, they do not see why those privileges should be 
handéd over to other gentlemen who have not been to 
the same pains and the same trouble, Being human, 
that is @ very natural feeling. But I appeal to those who 
feel like that to put the whole question on toa much 
higher plane, to make whatever personal sacrifice is 
necessary in order to bring about this union which we 
all want so much, You may recollect that at the time of 
the Great War we architects did not receive our deserts 
from the Government. We were ignored as a profession. 
and, I think, very much to the detriment of the public 
interest. (Hear, hear.) And the principal reason of 
that was, that we spoke with 2 divided voice. Engineers 
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did not suffer from the same weakness at all ; they car- 
ried everything before them. So I hope, if we ean be 
united, that we shall recover the prestige and the posi- 
tion to which weare fairly entitled. (Hear, hear.) Mr. 
Webb said that the Society of Architects, with great 
generosity, were going to bury themselves. I do not 
think they are going to bury themselves at all ; I think, 
and hope, we are going to do something far better, 1 
think architects are going to bury the hatchet ; that is 
very much better. (Applause) 

Tshall not detain you, ‘Ten years ago, some of you 
‘may recollect—it was the last week of my tenure of 
office as President—we passed, by a large majority, a 
resolution that we hoped would settle this matter, The 
war, however, of course put all this out of sight, and 
you’ have had to begin all over again, I congratulate 
‘you, if I may, on haying arrived at what I hope will be 
4 very happy'solution ; and I hope that in future the 
Institute will be what we all hope it will be, represen- 
tative of all the responsible rerharseie ob his country, 
and also that it will speak with all the weight and autho= 
rity to which it is fairly entitled. (Applause.) 

‘The PRESIDENT : I will ask Mr. John Keppie, 
Presidentof the Incorporation of Architects in Scotland, 
tosay a few words, 

Mr. JOHN KEPPIE [F.] A.R.S.A. (President of 
the Incorporation of Architects in Scotland): This 
Tesolution, with the reasons for its adoption, has 
‘been 0 clearly set forth by Major Barnes’ and 
the other speakers that more talk from the Coun- 
cil’s point of view does not seem to be necessary, 
‘The proposed arrangement has been so thoroughly 
considered by the Institute and the Society that 
the terms ought to be known already to ail inte- 
rested, The vote in returning the present Council 
is almost conclusive that they have the majority at their 
back. “The matter of Registration has been under 
serious consideration for many years, Several Bills 
have been produced, but up till now the matter of 
bringing in eligible men does not seem to have been 
thoroughly tackled, ‘This resolution seems to, give 
éffect to the first serious attempt to bring about unity 
Terarding the granting of a Registration Act. ‘The 
Position of the Institute as the senior partner is in no 
way impaired, In the North our main difficulty has 

the Proper conserving of the position of the 
Associates. ‘They have passed a very severe pro- 
fessional examination, and only right that this 
Section should not be flooded by inexperienced men. 
(Hear, hear,) In the arrangement with the Society 
their position has not been interfered with. Many of 
the Fellows are not quite in the same position, but the 
Additions which are to be made to their ranks 
Are not so great as to impair their influence. Many 
years ago Facted on a Committee which produced a 
Registration Bill, Some of the leaders. at that time 
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who were more enthusiastic than some of us, we now 
find in opposition. 

Atthestartofa Registered Institute there must be cer- 
tain compromises, but once the main object has matured 
these compromises should gradually disappear and every 
ordinary member will obtain his place by examination, 

I believe we in Scotland are whole-hearted in this, 
and the reason for my speaking is to convey from Scot- 
land the message, which I believe is practically unani- 
mous, that we are in favour of the Council’s proposals, 
(Applause.) T have great pleasure in supporting the 
first motion, 

Mr. H. W. WILLS [F)] : Although we have come to 
what L think is a very happy solution for settling our 
difficulties without ill-feeling, I should like, at the 
same time, to make a very brief statement as to what 
our position is, and has been. (Hear, hear.) In 
illustration, I may say T consider the Council’s proposals 
are somewhat like a proposition to combine a secondary 
with a primary school for the purpose of advancing 
the cause of education. I believe that both primary 
and secondary schools are essential and proper parts 
of a system of education, and I think evil rather 
than good will result from an attempt to combine the 
two. Now, Mr. Shortt’s opinion had little weight 
with us, because, in the first place, we were asked to 
‘assume two premisses, which we held to be entirely 
unproved. Secondly, his opinion strikes us as a by 
no means sure enough foundation on which to base a 
revolution. We hold that Unification has no bearing 
on Registration, and that the electorate had. been 
misled by assuming that there is a connection between 
the two subjects. We think that a Registration Bill 
which was supported by two independent bodies would 
have an equal chance of success with one which was 
supported by an amalgamation of the two bodies. We 
have obtained an opinion from an eminent leader of 
the Parliame: which entirely supports our 
view, and which, had we obtained it at an earlier date 
and circulated it during the election, yrould, we believe, 
have made a very essential difference to the results of 
the election. Had there been time to do so, we should 
have placed the data we had obtained before the Coun- 
cil, and we believe that, even at the eleventh hour, it 
would have induced them to modify their proposals. 
As it is, we will content ourselves with the statement 
that we, no less than they, have the welfare of the 
Institute at heart, and we have not opposed them in 
any personal spirit, but because we considered they 
had made a mistake which they might afterwards 
regret and which would be beyond all remedy. For our- 
selves, we have secured the opportunity for taking the 
feelings of the whole electorate, on whom the re- 
sponsibility must rest. (Applause,) 

‘The PRESIDENT : I call upon Mr. Milburn, Past 
President of the Northern Architectural Association. 
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Mr. ‘T, R. MILBURN [F.]: Major Barnes re- 
minded me that itis forty years ago that I was asked by 


the Society of Architects to promote Registration in the 
North of England, and I was told at that time to try 
to obtain {he influence of Members of Parliament to 
get a Registration Bill through, ‘That is nearly forty 
Fears ago ; but I feel thar I am not yet too old to hope 
io see a Registration Bill passed through Parliament 
for our profession. (Applause.) ‘The proposals now 
set out have had my support in the present Council, and 
have had my help. { am not a member of the 
newly elected Council, but I am greatly pleased, and I 
congratulate Mr. Wills on the statesmanlike and 
honourable letter which he has addressed to the Council 
to-day. I think that is a clear way out of all our 
difficulties, (Applause.) If the Council is wrong, 
then the vote will be against us ; if we are right, we 
shall have eternal peace. (Applause and laughter.) 
But there is one thing I want to state to you, Many of 
tus have come a long way to-day. Some as far as 
three hundred miles, and have travelled all night, and, 
with due respect to the meeting, may I say we want to 
get back? (Applause,) And I think Tam right when 
Tstate that 95 per cent, of the members in this room 
have already made up their minds how to vote on this 
question, and I want to suggest very humbly to you, 
ir, that the question be put very shortly. (Loud 
applause.) It is now four o’clock and I suggest that 
you put itat a quarter pat four o'clock. 

‘Mr. DELISSA JOSEPH [F.]: As 1 have been 
closely associated with Mr, Wills in. his efforts 
for a peaceful adjustment of our differences, T 
SMould have been content, in view of the present 
{understanding which has been arrived at to-day, to 
remain silent, but, as I understand that the speeches 
Gelivered to-day are to be issued immediately to all 
those members who will be participating 
‘card Referendum, and as we have already Ii 
the speeches of those who are advocating the absorption 
of the Society by the Institute, it appears to be only 
‘appropriate that, by addressing a few words to this 
meeting in amplification of the views laid before you 
by Me. Wills, I shall be adopting a method of placing 
before the electorate, concurrently with the views of 
those advocating absorption, the grounds of the 
"Defence League" upon which it has founded its 
opposition thereto. 

The " Defence League” maintains that the proposed 
absorption of unexamined men will lower the prestige 
‘Of the Institute, and reduce the value of the hall-mark 
of its membership. i a 

‘They submit that, by admitting the unexamined, a 
grave injustice wil be done tothe Associates, a body of 
Bren who, after years of devotion to study, have 
Tuccessfully passed the exacting examinations which 
five won for them their diplomas, and that therefore 
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their status must undoubtedly be lowered by the 
proposed dilution. 

fhe proposal to grant a vote to both present and 
future Licentiates is felt by the “* Defence League" to 
nullify the belated vote which it is now contemplated to 
igive to the Associates, 

“The Council of the Institute having obtained an 
opinion from Mr. Shortt on the question of the pros- 
pects of a Registration Act being secured, and on the 
Question whether the prios absorption of the Soci 
by the Institute would facilitate the obtaining of su 
an Act, the “Defence League" sought the opinion of one 
Of the leaders of the Parliamentary Bar, Sir Lynden 
Macassey, and his view is in conflict with that of Mr. 
Shortt. 

‘Sir Lynden Macassey's view is that the prior abso 
tion of the Society by the Institute will not facilitate 
obtaining of an Act of Parliament, and that there is no 
Likelihood of a Registration Act being obtained in any 
event. 

“This is founded upon the experience of the engineer 
ing and other professions which, at great cost, have 

snt and failed to obtain Registration. 

Pariament had granted Regtration te the Doctors, 
the Nurses, and the Dentists, not for their own pro- 
tection, but for the protection of the Public, and 
Parliament would only grant Registration where the 
public interest was concerned, and this could not be 
fhid to be the case with regard to the profession of 
“Architecture, as the public is already adequately pro- 
tected aguinst bad construction and bad sanitation by. 
the existing Acts, and by the work of the officers of 
the public authorities administering those Acts, 

‘On the other hand, the Defence League,” which was 
primarily formed for the purpose of securing Registra- 
tion, was as strongly as ever in favour of it, but they 
felt that Registration should precede and not follow 
absorption. 

T should like to point out that, prior to the recent 
election for Council, a conference was held between 
the “Emergency Committee” and the ‘Defence 
League,” with a view of seeing whether accommoda- 
tion could be arrived at which would remove the 
grounds of friction. 

‘At this conference I suggested that the difficulty 
could’ be met by a posteard referendum of the whole 
of the electorate being taken before the election, $0 
that the members could make up their minds on the 
‘question of policy, untroubled by the question of the 
personalities of the proposed Council, 

Unfortunately, the “Emergency Committee” could 
not see its way t0 adopt this suggestion, and therefore 
the " Defence League” had no alternative but to put 
up its own nominations for the Council election, 

The" Defence League” has no quarrel with the result 
of the Council election, because, on the purely personal 
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ground, a very fine Council has been returned, in- 
cluding many of the most eminent men in the pro- 
fession, but they felt that, under the circumstances, 


‘men’s minds had been influenced by the personality of 
the candidates rather than by their policy 

Before the result of the recent Council election had 
been announced, a very remarkable article appeared in 
the Architect, of which, as you know, Mr, H. W. Wills 
is the Editor. 

This article suggested that, whatever might be the 
result of the election, a referendum should follow the 
lection before any action was taken, 

After the result of the election had been announced, 
Mr. H. W. Wills induced his colleagues of the 
“Defence League " to offer to the Council a compro. 
mise, of which the terms have been read to you, and 
2 further conference between delegates of | the 
“ Defence League " and delegates of the Emergency 
Committee " was then held. 

This conference agreed the terms which have been 
read to you, leading up to a Referendum being taken 
before any further action follows upan the resolutions 
Which are before you to-day, both sides agreeing to 
abide by the result of that Referendum, after which 
both Committees are to be disbanded, neither party 
issuing any propaganda pending the Referendum, and, 
in the event of the Referendum being in favour of the 
Council, the “Defence League” to abandon its con- 
templated application to the Privy Council, 

Tf the majority on the Referendum should be in 
favour of the Council's proposals,the*Defence League” 
would not oppose them, or, if the majority should be 
against the Council's proposals, the Council to with 
draw its scheme ; meantimethe “Defence League" will 
not offer any opposition to the passing to-day of the 
resolutions of the Council which are on the agenda, 

‘The Council having been elected, all personal issues 
disappear, and the question to be put by the Referen- 
dum is simply the question of policy. 

‘The Referendum having been unanimously accepted 
to-day by this meeting, the issue now to be placed 
before the whole electorate will be reduced to a question 
of measures and not of men, and both sides will abide 
loyally by the result, 

‘The PRESIDENT : I fully appreciate your desire, 
gentlemen, to have the vote taken, but if Sir John 

‘ulman from Australia happens to be present, 1 am 
‘sure you will beglad to hear oneminute’s talk from him, 

Sir JOHN SULMAN [F.], who was received with 
Breat cordiality, said : I thank you for the very hearty 
way in which you have received me. It is a pleasure 
to come back to the Old Country and see such figures 
leading the profession, I have followed, from reading 
the Transactions, the difficulties and the arguments 
that have taken’ place. I happen to come from a 
State where we have obtained Registration, (Ap- 
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plause.) I was a member of the Board which took the 
matter in hand, If there were time I could tell you 
some very amusing instances, but there is not the 
slightest doubt that Registration, in our community at 
any rate, was very badly needed ; and I feel that it is 
going to be for the good of the profession not only in 
New South Wales but all over Australia, for the other 
States are following our example, and I think that 
in a few years’ time the whole of the States of Australia 
will have obtained Registration. (Applause,) I there- 
fore wish to urge on you the desirability of obtaining 
Registration as soon as you can, And may I add this ? 
References haye been made to the union of all societies in 
the Royal Institute of British Architects to represent the 
whole of the architects of the United Kingdom. May 
I go still further and hope that at a not very distant date 
there will be a Royal Institute of Architects of the 
British Empire? (Loud applause.) It has been 
great pleasure to me to come back to the Old Country 
Ivis thirty-nine years since I had to go to Australia, 
for family reasons ; it is twenty-seven. years since 1 
‘was in this country, not that length of time from want 
of will, but circumstances forbade ; and I think it is 
owing to the talent, the great skill that has been shown 
and is being shown by the present generation of archi- 
tects, that architects are now holding the high position 
in the public eye which was not theirs when I was a 
student, There was a certain Commissioner of Works 
who linked us with market gardeners, And some of 
you may be old enough to remember it. But now I 
‘am happy to know that, in The Times, when architects 
are mentioned they are spoken of and recognised as an 
integral and very necessary part of the community, a 
part which should be held in honour. If you keey 
that high ideal before you there is nothing to whiel 

mu cannot attain. (Loud applause and cries of 
* Vote, vote.”) 

‘The PRESIDENT : Unless anyone has any obser 
vations of importance to make, I will proceed to put 
this resolution to the vote, (Applause.) 

(1) That this meeting hereby approves, ratifies and 
confirms the Provisional Agreement for amalgamation, 
dated 2gth May 1924, made between The Royal 
Institute of British Architects and The Society of 
Architects, produced to the meeting, and for the pur- 
poses of identification initialled by the President, and 
directs the Council of the Institute to carry the said 
Agreement into effect.” 

Mr, GILBERT H. JENKINS [F.]: It is with un- 
measured regret, sir, that I rise to propose an amend- 
ment to the resolution, but unless it is done at this 
juncture it will be out of order, and it will be impossible 
to propose it in connection with the second resolution, 
It is that the following words be added to the reso- 
lution: Subject to the deletion of Clause 4 of the 
Provisional Agreement." It seems a pity that the 
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‘only thing we should achieve would be to call our 
selves “ Chartered Architects,” and thereby enable 
any unqualified person to call himself an architect. 
‘As I understand it, the whole object of Registration 
is that wwe shall prevent unqualified people calling 
themselves architects, (Hear, hear.) 

‘The PRESIDENT: Has that amendment a 
seconder ? 

‘A MEMBER: I second it, 

Major BARNES : I understand the feelings whi 
have been expressed by Mr. Jenkins in moving 
amendment, but we have to look at this agreement this 
afternoon as a whole. What we are discussing now is 
an agreement which has been come to as a conclusion 
of something like three years of work, every article of 
which has been most carefully scrutinised. Nobody 
can have followed the discussion this afternoon without 
realising that the Society of Architects, in entering 
into this agreement, have on their side made very con- 
siderable concessions. Nobody who has been 2 mem- 
ber of a society with forty years of honourable existence 
behind it ean have acquiesced in ts dissolution without 
feeling some very great regret ; and anybody 
studied these articles carefully will see the Society 
have made very considerable concessions over and 
above those which appeared likely to be accepted in 
1911. ‘They have consented that all their Members 
should come into the Licentiate class, and there is not 
a single addition being made to the Associate class as 
the result of the Agreement or the Charter. (Hear, 
hear.) That being so, we have had to think of their 
feelings. ‘They attached importance to this, and we 
have grounds for knowing that many of the members 
of the Institute also attach importance to it, and if you 
should accept this amendment—which I think is not 
likely—you would not only be sending us back on the 
whole of the agreement and be nullifying what is in 
{your mind, but you would be inflicting serious injury, 
in the opinion of many members of the Institute who 
desire to see this privilege put into exeriae. There; 
fore I hope that the meeting, realising the protracted 
nature of the negotiations which haye led up to this, 
‘and that this agreement must stand or fall as a whole, 
will not accept this amendment. (Loud applause.) 

"The PRESIDENT : I will now put theamendment, 
and ask those whoare in favour of itto hold up onehand. 











‘A MEMBER: What is the amendment? 
(Laughter.) 

‘The PRESIDENT : Itis to cut out the clause about 
Chartered Archit 





‘There voted five in favour of the amendment. 
‘The PRESIDENT: The amendment is lost. 


Laughter.) a = 
T will now proceed, with your permission, to put the 
resolution, which, you will understand, has to be 


carried by'a majority of two to one. 


‘The resolution was put, and carried by an over 
whelming majority which’ was estimated at about 


twenty to one. 

‘The PRESIDENT : The resolution is carried by a 
greater majority than that of two to one. (Loud. 
applause.) I ask Major Bares-now to move the 
second resolution. 

‘Major BARNES: One realises, now that we have 
‘got the Agreement through, that all that is necessary is, 
to give effect to it. And as you want the utmost 
economy in language to be used, I propose to use it. 
I shall now deal with the second resolution, which 
I now move, and which deals with the Charter. 
With regard to the Charter, its main purpose is to 
give effect to the Agreement. You have decided in 
favour of the , the Charter is to give it 
effect. And, in addition, the Charter will broaden the 
whole basis of our constitution, and will establish us 
‘very much more firmly upon a unity of opinion in the 
profession. It enables a referendum to be taken and 
to become a valid part of our machinery, which at the 
present time it is not. It makes the Students a Class 
instead of a Register,and that will bea grateful matter 
tothe Students. Itgives Licentiates rights and voting 

ywers in the business of the Institute. On the other 

id, it does not add a single man to the Associate 
lass, except such as come in by examination. ( 
plause.) What it does do—and I think you will prol 
ably approve this—is, that while it leaves to all Asso- 
ciates the gate wide open to the Fellowship, it narrows 
that gateway to everybody else who has not passed an 
examination. (Hear, hear.) In other words, it 
stiffens the entrance to the Fellowship. And if one 
were to sum up the whole thing one would say, this 
is a Charter the object of which is to give effect to the 
Agreement, and the Agreement is to hroad-base the 
Institute upon the will of its members, (Applause.) 
And, in conclusion, it takes a rosy view of the future, 
Sir John Sulman has indicated the possibility of a 
Royal Institute of the British Empire. I do not know 
that we had this in our mind, but we have taken power 
in this Charter to hold land up to the value of £20,000, 
which might provide an adequate site for a building 
which would house such an Institute, (Applause.) 
tase ; leecara aon 

(2) ** That this Meeting hereby approves of the Draft 
‘Supplemental Chane contained in the printed docu- 
ment produced to the Meeting, and for the purposes of 
identification intalled by the President, and authorises 
an Loe Counc te abs Whe sceetety arene 
obtain for such S: tal Charter the approval of 
HM sega hang Onn " 

ENT : Before calling on a seconder, 

I should like to announce that, in order to save trouble, 
there is a supply of post-cards in the corridor, which 
members can sign, if they will be so good, either for or 
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against, and if they would sign after the mectog, it 
would Save much trouble to the staff in sending them 
out by post. 

Task Mr, Chalton Bradshaw to second the resolution. 

Mr. CHALTON BRADSHAW [4.]: [ rise to ask 
you formally to approve this resolution. ‘There is no 
heed to add any further explanation to that which has 
already been given by Major Barnes. If you feel as 
I do about the contents of this Supplemental Charter, 
you will join with me in congratulating the Charter and 
Bye-laws Committee on having, by this first resolution, 
brought Registration within measurable distance of 
realisation, “There is no need to discuss the details of 
this Supplemental Charter at this meeting. Thope you 
will pass the Resolution, and so empower the Council 
to proceed to his Majesty’s Privy Council to obtain 
their approval to its being put into effect. (Applause.) 

‘The PRESIDENT called upon Mr. P. W. Hubbard 
to support the resolution, 

Mr. P. W. HUBBARD [4.]: I have only one thing 
to say, and that is with reference to some remarks 
Which haye been made by Mr. Delissa Joseph. He 
assumes that the public are very sensible of the num- 
bers in our Institute, and that it would make, therefore, 
4 great difference if we took in other members. Tsubmit 
to you, however, that in actual practice the absorption 
of the Society of Architects will not affect the public in 
any very vital degree. To talk quite plainly, we should 
continue our work, whether we were an Institute, or an 
Institute plus a Society. I was, some time ago, on 
the Associates’ Committee,” and I remember that in 
those days we had a scheme, which members considered 
‘was not sufficiently exclusive, because, being an As- 
sociate, I tried to look at the matter from the purely 
selfish point of view, And when I come to think of it, 
what do I, as an Associate, lose by this? Tt is with 
very great pleasure I ask you to support the resolu- 
tion, “("“ Vote, vote !”) 

‘The PRESIDENT : Ts anyone else anxious to speak 
on this resolution ? 

Major BARNES : I am requested, merely as a 
matter of administrative convenience, to ask the 
ing to take this rider first: “' And that the President 
and the Secretary be empowered to deal with any 
Verbal and minor alterations in the draft required by 
the Privy Council." ‘This is on the advice of the 
Solicitor, who thinks it will be a help. (‘* Agreed.”) 

The PRESIDENT : I put the resolution, with the 

ler. 
to Lhst is carried by a much larger majority than two 
0 one, 

T now ask Major Barnes to the third resolu- 
tion, "Aad you will understand that as it is on the 
uestion of Bye-laws,only Fellows have the right to vote. 

Major BARNES; As a result of this meeting, 
everybody will be able to vote on the Bye-laws in 
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future, (Hear, hear.) Briefly, I may say that these 
Bye-laws deal ‘with matters of detail; they are the 
result of a large amount of very useful work which was 
done by Mr, Sydney Perks and a Committee, and 
accepted at a general meeting, dealing with the general 
machinery of our meetings. In addition, probably the 
‘most important thing provided for is the alteration in 
the constitution of the Council, which increases the 
number of Associate members, raising the number on 
the Council from 6 to 9 ; it gives Licentiates represen- 
tation on the Council, it increases the representation of 
Allied Societies from 9 to 15, it brings in representa- 
tives of the Overseas Societies—and after hearing Sir 
John Sulman everybody will rejoice in that (he 
hear)—and it gives representation on the Council to 
the Assistants’ Professional Union, one member, It 
provides for Council Elections so to take place that 
while it will always be possible to give effect to any 
substantial change of opinion on the Council, there 
yet will always remain a sufficient number of members 
of the Council from year to year to maintain a certain 
amount of continuity of policy, (Applause,) In other 
words, we are not going to have any more electioneering 
in the Institute. (Applause.) There will be no more 
turning Councils out wholesale and putting others in 
in future if these Bye-laws are passed, because out of a 
Council of 62 there will be left every year 22 to, as it 
were, leaven the lump. (Laughter.) And there areone 
or two minor alterations, such as power to increase the 
number of members of the Board of Architectural Edu- 
cation, and togive the Council power to initiate enquiries 
into non-professional conduct. Then there is something 
which nobody wil take exception to, an increase in the 
allocation to the Allied Societies from the Inst tute from 
one-fourth to one-third, I think those are the most 
important changes in the Bye-laws that this will effect. 

Mr. DELISSA JOSEPH : And the Referendum. 

Major BARNES : The Charter gives us power to 
take a referendum on the subjects the Bye-laws d 
mine, in the important matters which the Council think 
fit; these can be made by them the subjects of a 
referendum, 

‘The PRESIDENT : 1 
second. 

Sir JOHN SIMPSON (Past President): 1 shall not 
keep you very long. We have had a very great meeting 
to-day, and 1 suppose pobody, even one sha has bees 
a member as long as I have, has ever seen a meeting 
like this of the Royal Institute, and 1 am wondering 
whether we shall ever hope to see one like it agai 
(Hear, hear.) I think we shall not require it. But in 
congratulating you on the step you have taken this 
afternoon—for it is not for me to worry you about 
details of the Bye-laws, which are an instrument in a 
great piece of machinery which we have forged this 
afternoon—I particularly want to congratulate the 




















ask Sir John Simpson to 
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members of that wonderful Unification Committee 
which was set up by the Council in r9r9, and which did 
such wonderful work towards the unification which has 
now become an actual fact. ‘They were the “ Old 
Contemptibles," and I want to congratulate them very 
especially. We are going very much further to-day, 
T think, than anyone here realises, I believe that 
with the completion of our scheme we have 
brought into a single body a very great profes- 
sion, I think such a thing does not exist in any 
other profession. We shall be a very great power, 
unique in our constitution, and from that I am going 
to venture to prophesy. I believe that in the not very 
distant future we shall have a unification not only of the 
profession, but we shall have a unification of all the 
great professions, I do not want to touch upon 
politics, because you all have your separate views here ; 
but itis clear that the professional classes are not repre~ 
sented as they should be, and are not bearing the 
influence that they are entitled to do in the government 
of this country. (Hear, hear.) And 1 prophesy that 
before many years have passed, not only will architects 
be consolidated, as it is certain they will be, but that 
we shall have a great central organisation, upon which 
not only architects, but all the great professions, will be 
represented. 

T second the resolution. (Applause.) 

‘The PRESIDENT: “I ask Professor 
Worthington to support this. 

Professor HUBERT WORTHINGTON (4): As 
an Associate member I have no right to take up the 
time of Fellows, and therefore I will simply ask you to 
vote for this resolution. 

Major BARNES : There are a few verbal correc- 
tions to make in the Bye-laws draft, and perhaps you 
will allow the Seerctary to read them out, because it 
is necessary that the document agreed upon here should 
be the exact dacument which goes to the Privy Council, 

‘The SECRETARY read the corrections (see list). 

(* Agreed,” Vote.") 
~ Mr. HERBERT A. WELCH [4.]: Associates 
will have realised that this is a great and glorious 
meeting of the Royal Institute. As an Associate 
who for many years has been elected to the Council 
by you to help in bringing about a greater regularity 
in our constitution, it gives me the greatest satisfaction, 
‘The disability hitherto suffered by Associates, in 
having to abstain from voting on the Bye-laws has 
now been removed. At this meeting and upon the 
vote now about to be taken we are for the lust time 
debarred from voting. I ask you to appreciate this 
and to realise that henceforth we shall be able to 
take our full share of responsibility for all matters 
concerning the ‘of the profession and of the 
ioostutes® After'the vote has been taken on the 
‘motion before the meeting T want to hear a resounding 
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cheer from the Associates fe signify their 
appreciation of the successful issue of their efforts, 

Mr, HT, BUCKLAND [F.]: I have been asked 
by the Ailied Societies to draw attention to two points. 
One is with regard to representation of Allied Socie~ 
ties, ‘There is no suggestion that you should enlarge 
that representation, but the distribution of it should be 
reconsidered, ‘The other point is, that it has always 
‘been understood by the Allied Societies Conference 
that one of the Vice-Presidents each year should be 
selected from the Provinces. 

‘The PRESIDENT : ‘That has been put in. 

Mr, BUCKLAND : That meets my point, then. 
“At the Allied Societies Conference you had an oppor- 
tunity of considering what would be a proper allocation 
of the votes. 

‘The SECRETARY (Mr. MacAlister); If this 
drafts now, it will be put at once before the 
Privy Council, and we can then receive from the Allied 
Societies Conference notes of further points, and @ 
can be considered without loss of time. (“* Agreed.”) 

‘Major H. C. CORLETTE [F.]: Sir John Sulman 
has addressed you on Australia, and you have a proposal 
by which the Dominions are to be represented on the 
Council. As representative of the Federal Council of 
‘Australian Societies, 1 suggest that the representation 
‘which you propose to give them is no representation 
Syietever tet mabe a sroposal by which representa- 
{ives of the Dominions shal be on the Council, but you 
add that in ¢ach case they must be architects. practis- 
ing in the Dominions Overseas, What representation 
isthat? Therefore I propose as an amendment, which 
Thope Sir John Sulman will second, “That the Domin- 
ions fay at any time apy in addition one Fellow 
of the Royal Institute as tative on the 

Council of the United Kingdom,” By such means 

hope we shall get a little nearer a Royal Institute of 

Architects of the British Empire. It is unnecessary to 
int ; it is only necessary to draw atten- 

















tion to the fact. 

Major BARNES: We accept the proposal wl 
Mr, Corlette has put forward ; it does appear to 
bbe taking away with one hand what is given with the 
other. So we agree to leave out the words “and an 
Architect practising in the Dominion which he repre- 





Major CORLETTE: Men in the Dominions 
would feel it a great honour to have the opportunity 
of appointing other members who may be registered 
here, and it would not be giving them too much in 
the Way of representation. ‘There is a membership 
there of 1,600, compared with the Institute's 2,500, 
and they would take this as a compliment. 

Major BARNES : It is impossible to increase the 
numbers to those Major Corlette wants, If he ac- 
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cepts the deletion of those words I accept it, but his 
further requirement is impossible at this stage. 

Major CORLETTE: At this stage I accept it, 
I prefer what I said, but if at the present stage it 
should remain a5 Major Barnes said, T will accept 
that, 

Mr. JACKSON : I do not want to bring forward 
an amendment, but I want to call attention to No. 29. 
(Not heard.) 

Sir JOHN SIMPSON : I'am going to ask the meet- 
ing not to start now a detailed criticism of the Bye-laws, 
otervise we shall be here ll night. We must cae 
instrument, and I ask Major Corlette to withdraw his 
amendment, because we know that any document which 
is being prepared, even with the greatest care and 
trouble, has defects which some acute minds in this 
meeting will discover. We are not voting for all eternity 
‘on these Bye-laws ; let us give them a running chance 
asthey stand, (Applause, and cries of * Vote 1”) 

‘The PRESIDEN’ I will put the amendment of 
Major Corlette, It is to this effect. On page 7, the 
second paragraph of (d), omit words at the end of the 
sentence—namely, “ and an Architect practising in the 
Dominion which he represents.” ‘The effect is, that 
every representative of Allied Societies in the British 
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Dominions must be a Fellow of the Institute, 
(Agreed.") 

‘This was carried. 

The PRESIDENT: I now put these Bye-laws, 
with that amendment, and the little verbal corr 
which the Secretary has told you of, 

Carried, amid cheers, 

‘The PRESIDENT : One word before you go, gen 
tlemen. We have had thisafternoon a most remark- 
able meeting, very widely attended, and all I will say 
is, that if you desire to have it carried into effect, please 
do not neglect the postal vote. 

(The meeting then terminated.) 

‘The following members wrote regretting their inability 
tw attend the meeting and support the Council's resolu 
sions — 

William Milburn [F.] (Sunderland) ; T. G. Mansell 
[4.] (Birmingham); 'T. H. H. Vowies £4.) (York) ; 
A. J. Meacher [4.] (Perthshire) ; A. F. Watson [F. 
(Sheffield) ; FE, Pearce Edwards (F.] (Sheffield) ; 
€.G. Soutar [F-] (Dundee) ; A. J. Stedman [2.] (Famn= 
han); G. T. Brown [4.]' (Sunderland); G. ALK, 
Robertson [41] (Belfast); L. L. Bright (4.] (Notting= 
ham); W. K. McDermott [4.] (Folkestone) ; E. J. 
‘Tench [F.] (Norwich) ; W. G. Smithson [4.] (Whitby), 

















Correspondence 


GOVERNMENT HOUSING POLICY: DEPUTA- 
TION TO THE MINISTER OF HEALTH, 
17 Pall Mall East, S:W., 4 June 1924, 
The Editor, Jouwxat. RLBA.— 

Dean Sin,—Although it is late to comment upon this 
event, on the Sth of last month, of which I have but 
tecently read particulars, I desire to express, through 
the medium of the JouxNat, my grave doubts as to the 
followin; 

1, ‘The wisdom of confirming Mr. Wheatley in his 
belief that the services of any able-bodied men and 
women could not with advantage be employed upon 
house building, 

2. Whether houses for all classes could not be built 
by private enterprise if State “ assistance ” were with- 
drawn, 

3: The expediency of insisting upon a "high 
standard of thing at aitime when quantity is of 
Yastly greater national importance than quality. 

4, That we should take into regard the capacity of 
the building industry. 

5: That the shortage of “skilled Inbour” is any 
Justification for a shortage of dwellings, 

6, The morality of subordinating the urgent need 
of the community toa fear of lowering the standard 
of craftsmanship, 

7, That we might not better serve the interests of 











the community and our own by uniting to combat 
conditions which preclude profitable house building 
rather than by offering our services in connection with 
an extravagant experiment, the success of which we 
have every reason to doubt. James Ransome [F\]. 








LIBRARY NOTES. 

SELECTED MONUMENTS OF FRENCH GOTHIC 

‘ARCHITECTURE. With text by John van Pelt, Sin. 

fo. “New York, 1924. 30s. [New York, ‘The Penct 
Points Press, Inc] 

Comprises "100 pts in half-tone from Cathédvales de 
France and Monuments Histories, previously published. 4 
plates in the American architectural journal Pencl Pots, and 
Fw brought together in book form, ‘The introdicto 
ir alight, consisting of five pages only, and ie eontned to's 
brit ‘cacrption of the plate” The examples range in sie 
from Mont-Saint-Michel and the Palace "of the ‘Popes at 
‘Avignon down to. stone roses, The original mesured 
drawings from which many of them are reproduced re for 
the mort part magnificent specimens of rendsced deaughte: 
anship, br whe epoca Bere reso eal as tobe 
Title use for serious purposes. ‘Their. purpose presumably 
is rather to foster the interest in the beauty of Gout that bes 
teen dormant 10 long, and to lead students to some of the 
larger works in which mediseval-architecture war recorded 
forall ume by the labours of our Victorian predecessor, 
LES ANCIENS CHATEAUX DE FRANCE : L'ILE-DE. 

FRANCE. With text by J. Vacquier. fo, Paris, ipso. 

‘This volume forms part of a series (of which the lnstiture 
thas one previous volume, published in 1919), and deals with 
the cet: of Sagal, Chany wd Sasa” The 

plates are accom adequite letterpress, plans snd 
reproductions from old prints mere MSD. 
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Allied Societies 


‘THE INCORPORATION OF ARCHITECTS IN 
SCOTLAND : PROPOSED REGISTRATION 

‘The Incorporation of Architeets in Scotland held their 
cighth annual convention in Ayr on the 13 June, when 
there was a representative attendance of members. Mr. 
'T, B. Marwick, F.R.LB.A., Edinburgh, the President, 
presided. 

‘Ae the outset Provost M‘Donald extended a welcome to 
the visitors, and in the course of his reply Mr. Marwick 
said the Glasgow Chapter had acted wisely in selecting 
the county of Ayr for their annual gathering, Ie was one 
of the most picturesque and beautiful in Seotland, one 
hallowed by many interesting associations, immortalised 
by their national poet, and with a long and distinguished 
roll of honour which included such names as James Bos- 
well and John Galt, the novelist. In the town of Ayr, 
which occupied the focus of the screen of panoramic 
heights which encircled it as in a vast amphitheatre, they 
us architects took a special interest, ‘This not only for its 
beauty, its magnificent town steeple by Thomas Hamilton, 
its dignified county buildings, but also for its cleanliness, 
orderliness, and its lovely vistas of sea and mountain, 
‘The Corporation of Ayr had shown much wisdom in the 
preservation of objects of historic interest, and he was 
sure they would exercise similar wisdom to conserve all 
its natural charms. It was the birthplace, also, of one 
whose name they had been acquainted with from theit 
earliest years of studentship, James Fergusson. who wrote 
a" History of Architecture” which all architects looked 
‘upon as a standard and monumental work. 

"The report by the President of the Council bore that 
there had been admitted to the various classes of mem- 
bership during the past session 4 Fellows, 7 Associates, 
and 4g students—the total membership being at this date 
about 630. ‘The report also stated that the R.LB.A. 
instituted last year a medal for the best street frontage in 
London, and expressed the desire that this should be 
taken up by other large towns. On representation being 
made to them that such a medal might be awarded with 
advantage every five years in the large towns throughout 
Scotland, they readily agreed to the proposal, and offered 
to present the medal quinquennially, leaving conditions 
land arrangements in the hands of the Incorporation. ‘The 
details are now being considered. 

"The President expressed the hope that the inaugur- 
ation of such a medal would stimulate architects as 
‘well as building owners to vie in the production of good 
































work. 

“The following three Incorporation representatives were 
appointed to the Couneil for the ensuing year —Messrs. 
John Begg, F.R.LB.A., Edinburgh ; James A. Morris, 
FRLB.A.,Ayr;_ and G.P.K. Young, FR.LB.A., Perth. 

Mr. T."P, Marwick, the retiring President, in re- 
viewing the work dane by the Couneil during his tenure 
of office, and pointing out that the membership was now 
$29 and the invested funds £20,000, tured 0 the 
{question of registration. He stated that the amalgamation 
OF the Royal Institute of British Architects with the 
Society of Architects would go forward, and within the 
next year of two registration might be # practical realisa- 
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tion. In no other way would they be able to keep out the 
untrained and incompetent, or inspire respect for a great 
traditional calling. It was necessary that there should 
‘be some statutory protection for the man responsible for 
the artistic conception of a building, and for its practical 
utility and substantiality, He protested against the em- 
playment by public bodies—often composed of men who 
should know better—of those who, while able to produce: 
plans of a kind, had no really comprehensive knowledge 
of architectural design and practice. 

Housing might develop into an important sphere of 
work, but it was not within their province as litects to. 
deal with the political aspect of impracticable, grandiose 
schemes for which the labour was non-existent, It was 
the duty of this Incorporation to bring pressure to bear 
in every way upon municipalities who were apparently 
to be the employers of the future, so as to impress upon 
them the importance of retaining qualified architects for 
the work. They, the architects, had to demonstrate to 
the laymen the quality and the immense value of good 
architectural service, If the appreciation of beauty as a 
means of development and sesthetic education were to be 
spread among the people, it was surely essential that 
their homes should be pleasant to look upon, All the best 
‘ualities could be obtained in a house with no. more 
outlay than for what was badly proportioned, uninterest- 
ing and objectionable, and the architects had to show 
that only by the employment of good architects could 
orderly arrangement and constructional power—in fact, 
real efficiency with effectively controlled expenditure—be 
obtained. 

Building costs would almost certainly advance as the 
demand increased and the number of working hours were 
diminished. This was bound to have its repercussion on 
the nation by restricting commercial and industrial 
development and building generally, for which there 
‘not enough workers at the present moment. One-t 
of the enormous loss on the new stupendous housing 
schemes would come upon local rates, and two-thirds on 
the national taxes through the Exchequer. It was only 
right that as ratepayers and taxpayers the architects 
ae iss Lapeer of Paying be sate and taxes 

ched from them by the employment of public official: 
piraan entre coorooen nena 

Tt was to architects that any improvement in the housing 
of the working classes was due, and public authorities 
‘would be badly advised who endeavoured to carry out 
schemes without architectural skill. If it was a foo! who 
acted as his own lawyer, it was a doubly distilled fool 
who either ‘acted as his own architec, or employed some= 
fone, who alleged he was an ‘because he could 
én big, watasais ores » 

Referring to the new Land Values Bill, Mr. Marwick 
said that if it was to be on the same lines as the 1909 
Act then trouble was ahead, for that Act had been one 
of the most injurious ever passed in this country, 

Mr, John Keppic, FRIBA., Glasgow, the new 
President in succession to Mr. Marwick, was duly in~ 
stalled, and brieBy acknowledged the honour, paying 
tribute at the same time to the excellent manner in which. 
‘Mr. Marwick had carried through the duties. 


conbendeen was unanimously’ chosen for next year's 


£ 























28 June 1924 


BERKS, BUCKS AND OXON ARCHITECTURAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

‘The Fourth Annual Meeting of the above Association 

yas held on agth May, 1924, at Breach House, Cholsey, 

by kind invitation of ‘the President and Mrs. Warren! 


‘The report of the Council and statement of accounts 
were read and confirmed, and it was gratifying to find 
that at the end of the third year there was a balance in 
hand amounting to £60 apart from the special fund 
collected the year before to further educational work. ‘This 
balance was largely due to the fact that the Hon, Secretary 
had each year published the Year Book at a profit. 

‘The President in his address, which will be printed in 
the Association's Year Book, laid great stress on the advan- 
fag guined by members attending the Oxford Conference 
in July and spoke more especially to the students on 
Architectural Education and fashions. 

‘The following officers were clected:—President, 
E, P. Watren, F.S.A. Hon, Vice-Presidents, J. Wells, 
Warden of Wadham (Vice-Chancellor of the University 
ef Oxford), Paul Waterhouse, M.A., FSA, (Past 
President, R.IB.A.). Vice-Presidents: Berks, H.W. 
ising, FRLBAL; Bucks, E. J. Dixon, A e 
HS. Rogers, M.A., F.S/A.” Hon, Auditor, R. A. 
-RIBA. Hon, Treasurer, T. ‘T, Cumming, 
B.A. | Members of Council —Berks, W. R. Howell, 
illeocks, F. A. Woods, 
E.P. Morgan ; Bucks, G. H. Williams, 
W. Harrison, 'G. Gardner, 'T! 
Rayson, Hon, Secretary, H. Hutt, RBA. 




















BRITISH EMPIRE GAS EXHIBIT. 

‘The Councils of the R-LLB.A., the Society of Architects, 
Architectural Association, and’ the Architecture Club 
Were entertained to lunch at the Lucullus Restaurant, 
Wembley, on June agrd, by the Chairman and Com 
mittee of the British Empire Gas Exhibi 

Me, F, W. Goodenough presided in the absence of the 
Chairman, Mr. D. Milne Watson, who was attending the 

ference of the League of Nations at Geneva. 








Mr. Goodenough proposed the toast of Art and 
Industry, and dwelt upon the significance of the Gas 
it a 





4 co-operative effort representing 9o per cent. 
of the gas undertakings of the United Kingdom, 

Sir John Simpson, replying, said that it was the first 
fime he had known the combined toast of Art and In- 
dustry to be proposed, but he supposed that it would be 
fenceded that the effect of art on industry could scarcely 

exaggerated. He expressed appreciation of the fact 
thet the Gas Industry sought the aid of artists in the 
development of its work. 

Sir Lawrence Weaver, Director ot United 
Exhibits, proposed the toast of the Gas Exhibit, and 
iuentioned that Mr, Goodenough had been one of those 
Sho had done his utmost to fall in with the general 

<me in the Palace of Industry, and had produced an 
‘exhibit which was worthy of a great industry. 


WAGES SLIPS ON TENDERS 
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Mr. Sandeman, replying, explained how much the Bas 
industry had advanced in recent years, and ‘appealed to 
architects to use gas rather than coal whenever the 
opportunity presented itself, thereby helping on the great 
fate of smoke abatement, which was, of national 
importance, 

‘The ts subsequently inspected the Gas Exhibit, 
which was designed by Mr. Austen Hall (2), and rentened 
to take tea with a larger number of architects and their 
wives who had been invited to the afternoon. reception. 





WAGES SLIPS ON TENDERS. 


‘The proposal of the National Federation of Building 
‘Trades’ Employers to instruct their members to affix to 
all Tenders a slip providing for adjustments to be made 
i rise or fall in wages has been the subject 
of a Conference between the 3 











tional Federation and the 





‘The Council of the R.LLB.A. have agreed to this pro- 
posal of the National Federation, subject to the following 
conditions, which ull Members and Licentiates of the 
R.LB.A. are recommended to accept -— 

(a) That if any slips are attached to tenders they should 
Provide only for actual wage increases or decreases to ren 
employed by the contractors or sub-contractors at the 
agreed standard rates and paid by the hour, and not for 
the inclusion of overhead charges or profit upon such in- 
creases as well. 

(0) ‘That in circulirising their members, the Federation 
should direct that the instruction regarding the slip should 
hold good until 25 March 1925, and should be reeon- 
sidered at « convenient date prior to the above, 

(6) ‘That the slip shall not be affixed to tenders up to 
£2,500, provided that in the case of tenders below £2,500 
4 provisional sum shall be inchuded equal to 24 pet cent, 
on the total tender out of which the above increases to 
men paid by the hour are to be set, but such provisional 
sum in any event shall not be exceeded. 


Tax MacAutsten, 


Secretary RIBA. 
24 June 1924. 





‘THE UNIVERSITY OF LIVERPOOL SCHOOL OF 
ARCHITECTURE, 

‘The annual exhibition of architectural drawings, which 
includes drawings submitted for the Rome and other 
scholarships, of the School of Architecture, Liverpool 
University, ‘will be opened at the Walker Art Gallery, 
Liverpool,’ on 5 July, by Lord Crawford, at 3 part 
Councillor A. Hi. Cole will take the chair, 





An interesting collection of drawings and prints of Old 
Westminster, selected from the possessions in the City of 
Westminster's Public Libraries, are at present on view at 
the Caxton Hall, S.W, 
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THE RECENT R.LB.A. ELECTION. 

I should like to call the attention of my fellow members 
to the fact that 361 sections of voting papers had to be 
cancelled, a8 it is obvious that if a man voted for 23 
members of the Council the enumerators could not decide 
Which were preferred. It must be understood that T 
id nit cancel the whole paper, but only the section in 
which the error occurred. 

Henny Lovecnove, 
Chairman of Scrutineers, 


PROPOSED CAMBRIDGE CHAIR OF BUILDING. 

‘The Institute of Builders is issuing an appeal to its 
members for £25,000 to establish a Chair of Building 
Science and Art at Cambridge University. Sir Walter 
Lawrence, a past president of the Institute and bead 
of the firm of Walter Lawrence and Son, Ltd., has, 
offered to give £1,000 if nine other firms will subscribe 
2: similar amount, ‘Tt is hoped that in this way a nucleus 
tay be formed which will help substantially in raising 
the required sum. 


‘THE ROME SCHOLARSHIP IN ARCHITECTURE 
AND THE RILB.A. HENRY JARVIS TRAVEL- 
LING STUDENTSHIP. 

‘The particulars of these two competitions have now 
teen published and may be obtained at the office of 
the British School at Rome, 1, Lowther Gardens, S.W. 

“The Rome Scholarship will be of the value Of £359 
per annum, and will be tenable at the British 
St Rome for x maximum period of three years. 














‘School 
Candi- 
dates must be British subjects and less than 27 years of 


age® on 1 July 1925. 

“The Jarvis Studentship will be of the value of £250 
per annum, and will be ordinarily tenable at the British 
School at Rome for two years. “This Studentship will 
be confined to Students or Associates of the R.1.B-A., 
bur otherwise the conditions for the two awards will be 
the same. 

“The Competition, which will be conducted by the 
Faculty of Architecture of the British School at Rome, 
will be in two stages, viz., a preliminary competition 
Open to approved candidates and a Final Competition 
open to selected candidates, 


BRITISH SCHOOL OF ARCHEOLOGY IN 
EGYPT. 

‘The annual Exhibition of the School will be open 
at University College, Gower Street, from 4 to 26 July, 
and will contain antiquities of Prehistoric Invaders, the 
Pyramid Age and the Primes of Qau found by Professor 
Flinders Petrieand students, ‘The admission will be free. 


LIST OF BOOKS RECOMMENDED TO 
STUDENTS. 

‘The R.LB.A. bas published a list of architectural 
books recommended to students. Copies of the list 
may be obtained free on application at the Royal Insti- 
tute. 

~ Admission fo compete ray be granted at the absolute dis 
cretion of the Faculty to candidates over 27 years of age, pro- 
Wied they have spent in War Service at least that number of 
years by which their age exceeds 27. 
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Notices 


REGISTRATION. 
SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING 
Monday, 7 July 1924, at 5.30 p.m. 

Norice is Hensuy Given that a Special General Meet= 
ing of the Royal Institute of British Architects will be held 
ato Conduit Street, Regent Street, W.1, on Monday 7 July 
1934) at 5.30 p.m. for the purpose ‘of confirming, the 
following Resolutions which were passed by the requisite 
majority at a Special General Meeting held on Tuesday, 
47 June 1924 = 

“That this Meeting hereby approves, ratifies and con 
firms the Provisional Agreement for amalgamation, dated 
29 May 1924, made between the Royal Institute of British 
Architects and the Society of Architects, produced to the 
‘Meeting, and for the purposes of identification initialled 
by the President, and directs the Council of the Institute 
to carry the sai into effect.” 

4 That tis Meeting hereby approves ofthe Draft Sup- 
plemerital Charter contained inthe printed document pro- 
Suced to the Meeting, and for the purposes of identifica 
tion initialled by the President, and authorises and direets 
the Couneil to take the necessary steps to obtain for such 
Supplemental Chaster the approval of His Majesty's Privy 
Council, and empowers the President and the Secretary 
to deal with any verbal and minor alterations in the draft 
by the Privy Council 
“That this Meeting hereby approves and adopts the 
new Bye-lavs contained in the printed document produced 
to the Meeting, and for the purposes of identification 

ialled by the President, and authorises and directs the 
‘Council to take the necessary steps to obtain for the new 
Bye-laws the approval of His Majesty’ i 
‘And that the existing Bye-laws be resci 
after such approval has been signified. 
























Tas MacAussren, 
‘Secretary RLB.A. 
TEA will be serced at $ p.m: 


ANNUAL CONFERENCE, OXFORD 
o-t3 July 1924 
All Members, Licentiates and Students of the R.ILB.A., 
and all Members of the Architectural Association, ‘The 
of Architects and of the Allied Societies are cor- 
dilly invited to attend the Conference, 


Srectat. Ranway Facttsties. 

Arrangements have been madle by which members of 
the Conference can obtain return tickets to Oxford avall- 
able from the 8th to the 14th July inclusive at the reduced 
‘cost of x single fare and a third (fractions of 3d. to count 
eo) ung See Confersace Hench hes 

tined on application to the Secretary, , 9 Conduit 
Sie Tatbn Wie no it 

ms Heanquanrens, 

The Headquarters of the Conference from 9 July to 12 
will beat 90 High Stcee, Oxord unt 9 Julallcome= 
spondence on the subject should be addressed to the 
Secretary, R.ILB.A,, 9 Conduit Street, London, W.t. 
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Pall particulars of accommodation in hotels, Collezes 
and Lodgings can be obtained on application to the Secre- 
tary, R.LB.A,, 9 Conduit Street, London, W.1. 


Day oF Anaivat, Wepsespay, 9 uty. 


Members will assemble in Oxford. At 8,30 p.m. they 
will be received by the Vice-Chancellor of the Universi 
of Oxford, in the Hall and Garden of Wadham College, 


‘Tuurspay, 10 Juny. 

10.30 42m.—The Conference will asemble or the Inaugural 
‘Meeting in the Sheldonian ‘Theatre (Broad Street), when the 
members wil be ofcllly welcomed by the Vice-Chancellor, 
{nd Mr. E, P, Warren, FSA, will deliver a lecture entitled | 
"A Hisoriat Sketch of Oxford 
et caput uncon i he Hah of Magaen and 

ucen's College (Pree. Se 

25 pra Group Phatoeraph of the Conference wil be 
taken in the Garden of Magdalen College, 

230 pm.—Personally conducted vist to Uni 
Coli Bulidings. 

5 pun-—Town Hall. Oficial Welcome on behalf of the 

















' City like Oxford.” 
mn in the Hall und Gardens of Mog 
tation of the Berks, Bucks and Oxon 
Architectural Association. 
Fumay, 11 Joty. 
45 a.m. 10.6 pan.—Alternative — 

(GPA tour by iteemer: om Saliees, Bont House (Folly 
Beulge) to Abingdon (Lunch, t pan), Dorchester (Tea 00 
steamer, 4 p.m), and return by motor coach by way of Iifley, 
arriving at Oxford at 6 pum. (Inclusive price, 101,64) 

(6) A tour by motor coach, starting fram Oxford at 9.30 

proceeding by way of Faringdon, Lechlade, Coleshill 
Futfod (Lanc) busted (Tes), and rearing to 

am. (Inclusive price, 148) 

7. Pam, for 7.39 pm-—Conference banquet in the Hall of 
(tis Chart, (Brice, inclusive of wines css; ees, 228), 

Satunpay, 12 Jovy. 

“This day will be reserved for privat 
sod ici, for mhih ill nfermation and sacs be cbntned 
tthe Conference Headquarters during the preceding days. 

Membership of the Conference is free, but mnembers will indi 
vidually pay the cost of the Tuncheon on 10 July, the Tea on 
0 July, the Tour on rr July, and the Conference Hanquet. 

Ladies are particularly incited to attend the Conference. 

In view of the great success of the previous Conferences at 
Liverpool, Cardiff and Edinburgh, itis expected that there will 
bean exceptionally large and tative gathering at Oxford 
from all parts of the country. [tis most desirable that notifica- 
{ton should be made to me at soon as possible hy those intend 
to be present. ‘The arrangements will then be greatly faci: 














EXHIBITION OF ORIGINAL DRAWINGS BY 
SIR CHARLES BARRY AND JAMES BROOKS. 


An exhibition of perspective and working drawings 
of the architectural works of James Brooks, including 
his competition drawings of Liverpool Cathedral, 
and of the Houses of Parliament by Sir Charles Barry, 
which have recently come into the possession of the 
Institute, will be on view in the Meeting Room at 
9 Conduit Street from 7-16 July. 
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ELECTION OF MEMBERS, 1 Dscenmen 1924. 

‘Associates who are cligible and desirous of transferring 
to the Fellowship class are reminded that if they wish to 
take advantage of the election to take place on 1 Decem- 
ber 1924, they should send the necessary nomination 
forms to the Secretary not later than 4 October. 





Suuveyine Instauaents ron Hine, 

A Member has most generously placed at the disposal 
of the R.LB.A. a very good dumpy level, tripod and 
staff, and also a good theodolite and tripod. 

‘These instruments being a somewhat expensive part 
Of the equipment of an architect's office, it is felt that 
many Members may be glad of an opportunity to get 
them on loan, Members or Licentiates who desire the 
oan of these instruments should apply to the Secretary 
R.LB.A., stating for how long they ‘will be required. A 
nominal fee to cover the cost of adjustment from time to 


time will be charged. 








Competitions 


BEXHILL TOWN HALL COMPETITION. 

‘The Competition Committee desire to call the atten- 
tion of Members and Licentiates to the fact that the 
Conditions of the above Competition are not in accord= 
ance with the Regulations of the R.I,B.A. ‘The Compe- 
fitions Committee are in negotiation with the promoters 
in the hope of securing an amendment In the meantime 
‘Members and Licentiates-are advised to. take no part 
in the Competition. 





TaN MacAussrer, 
‘Secretary 


Hiwwooare: Ienmaany Exrmxsios. 
ly to Mr. Geo. Hallantyne, Secretary, "The Tnficmary, 
Hartoplie, "Depot, Caos Gioia haa teen 
designs, 46, September toss, Mr.$. De Kiton, FSA Te 
appointed Avetaor. Conditions approved by the Compe 
mame. 
Guscow: Hie Senoor Premios. 
Confined to former pupils of the High School of Glasgow, 
ly to Me; Hugh Re Buchanan, How Secretary, high School 
of Gite Wee Seon Commie, 72 Se Vineet Srey 
me. Closing date for receiving cignay 96° Sepaeen 
tag. Mr.John Reppic, ANSARI, Anecos: Cen 
approved by the Competitions Commitee, 












Members’ Column 


MESSRS SLATER & MORERLEY 
‘Teieannounced that Mr. J. M. Last Keith ix retin from the 

firm of Messrs John Slater and Keith, Architects and fuswerore, 

ga 30 Tune: “The practice will be carried on under the tile of 








Siac and Moberley the partners beiog Joh Slater. Nias 
and AH. Moberloy formerly of 9 New Squats, Lincola Tage 
APPOINTMENT WANTED. 

Licusmare, RLLB A, secks post a8 Assistant, Banke, facto 
vatphoure and pbc bidding? "Well ered in see soneatcta 








_ 





—— 
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i ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT WANTED. 

uguinch tora frm of Architects in Wales, a fist aig Archi- 

tectanal Aeistant. Slust be a good dranghtsman. Applications 

sestine age, quaitcattoa, alury required, ete, should be addressed 

foibon sh, c/osecreasy RABA 9 Coit Sect, Londen, W-t 
(bows 10) Let 

‘Two cotfortably furnished bed sitting rooms to be let near 
Baunnich Square.’ Attendance; breakfast; uge of bath ;electic 
FER Yeti munderate-—Apmy Box 1425, c/o secretary, RIDA, 
D Coaduit Street, Wit 

Sitar haa theve light rooms to et, afoot, close to Hotborm. 
‘ects ght and gay installed, Sotable for Young Architect-— 
Ronis Don 1064, c/o Secretary, RLB.A., 9, Candatt Street, W.t- 

‘OFFER OF ASSISTANCE 

‘Acsociare RIA. tenders asitance- to Architects; own 
ofite Designs, bookings, drawings details, Competition drains, 

peroneal ey hous ce sana — 
RiP HSB 25. Horvey Close, Chueh End, Pinch, Nis 

HOMOR VARINER WANTED. 

A Licenriatt RBA, haviig ap old-establitbed, busines 
(obras Wik), willing to take a Junlor Parner of Gothiotenden: 
Cette cet or e, prefered) Church, Schoo}, and Dossestie 
ork progress ‘he business is stall But capable of being 
Zirtuaarally Extended f desired Box $652 c/0Scertary RLB.AL, 
conduit Steet, Wet 

“COMMENCEMENT, OF PRACTICE. 
Mx. Eowann D, OCoxson [4,) has commenced practice at 
os'tsndon fond, Lelcatee, and Would be glad to receive trade 


Salou, ete 
CHANGE OF, ADDRESS, 

‘Te Architects! snd Surveyor” Assistants’ Professional Unjon 
snatttEgdped ete austress from 46 Victoria Steet, Langan SW, 
‘Buckingham Gate, Westminster, S 

YARENERSHIP WAN! 





























Exrenmxceo Associate, recently returned from abroad, with 
roepects of certain. amoust of work, wants 
Wes? or easland pocterred —Box 2364, ¢/0 


inersbi,. South 
TBA, 





etary 
9 Conduit Street, Wz, 
CHANGE OF TELEPHONE NUMBER. 
Masons, Mintves & Davis, 23 Conduit Street, W-r, have changed 
ste telegnoon number from Mayfair 2221 to Mayfafe 2208 and 


ul 
: Minutes XIX 


‘Ata Specal Genert Meeting held on‘Tusday, 17 June 2924, 
ag NaS Geren Has Wenner, Mic} Altre Goch, 
ath che, The wendance Wook Ws 5 
Fellows MGiree ‘27 members of the Council) 
Fellows chading members of the Council). 
"Fb Sime of te Soe Cenc 
Mah ryen having been 
wi Sottemeds and sraned by the Chairman, 


(pes bein ole" Deence League “ouliing 
( spoved sgrecrnent to sete the differences which had arisen 
iret be Couns propa The re sae iat 
oul a of eA oct a tereson Ree 
Bevan almost unanimous vote, that the proposed agreement be 


"Président gave an undertaking,on behalf of the Council, 
to abide by the terms stated in Mr. Wills Jeter. 


Hacoes[F] daen moved the following seoluson: 
























‘ment into effect.’ g 
‘Ntaurice E, Webb (F7] having seconded the resolution, 

eet Eee ak partin te dieewngn Sit Re 

teed Blombeld [F-],R.A., Past-President ; Mr. John Keppie 





ARS.A., President of the Incorporation of Architects in Scot~ 
and; Mr. H.W. Wills [F.], Mr. T. R. Milburn [FJ, Past- 
President of ‘the Northern ‘Architectural Association Mr, 
Dalissa Joseph [FJ, Sir John Sulman [F:]. Mr. Gilbert He 
Jenkins (F7] moved ss an amendment that the following words 
Kereidedwathe resolution {to the deletion of clause 4 
fof the Provisional Agreement.” ‘The amendment having been 
Seconded, Major Barnes spoke upon it, and it was put 10 
‘ote, and negatived by a very large majority. 
"The resolution vas then put to the vote and carried by an 
overwhelming majority, estimated at mare than twenty to one. 
‘iso Barnes then moved the following elas. 
this meeting hereby approves of the Draft Supple 

mental Charter contained in the printed document 

to the Meeting, and for the purposes of identification initialled 
bby the President, and authorises and directs the Council to take 
the nena step wo obain fr such Supplementary Charter 
the approval of | 








Rs Majesty's riey Counc 
‘Mr. ff Chalton ving seconded heel 
tions Mr, Ps W, Hebbard [41 spoke upon i. Major Barnes 


on the advice of the Hoyal Institute solicitors, that 
Tre ollowing Rider be added tothe resolution: and empowers 
the Preadent and the Secretary to deal with any verbal and, 
{minor alterations in the draft required by the Privy Council.” 
JERE fla, wy dh Ride, a hen put 0 the yore and 
carried by an 0 majority. 

‘Mlsjor Barnes then moved the following resolution — 

iphae hie menting herby appruven and adopts he new 
Brean contained inthe printed doce 


President, and authorises and direct, the C he 
‘necessary steps 10 obtain for the new Bye-laws the approval 
His Majesty's Privy Council. And that the existing Bye-laws be 
rescinded immediately after such approval bas been signified.’ 
‘Sit John Simpson (F. 

tion, the following meri 


Worthington (4, Ms. (4), Me, 
[#5 Maj. H1-C. Corlette[#'], Mr, H.TT Jackson (41. ‘The Seere= 
tary’ read a list of certain verbal corrcetions and minor altera~ 
tions which were suggested by the Council for insertion in the 
cafe, and these were approved nem. con, Major H.C. Corlette 
‘moved as an amendment that on page 7of the Draft Bye-laws, 
{nthe second paragraph of (4), the following words be omitted 
‘and an architect practising én the Dominion which he repre 
sents." Major Burnes having accepted the amendment on, 
Ichalf of the Council, the resolution, as amended, was put 10 
the vote and earried By an overwhelming majority. 
“Phe mecting terminated 4.45 p.m. 


Minutes XX 


sap ng ing Meo 
acpi Mr J. Alpe Gat Predon he tha, he 
Soe ee eee 
eG a 
wecas  lgeta0"eP 

a eee 
i oe 
fea ‘Meeting iY, 30 June, 
Bue wesccvis 














se poe JOURNAL. 

i 9 eStats stay ets sa Merete 
2h Decent tges nh el Hay ye Do Pek 
neg phar sth, 26th April; roth, 24th May; 
wi ne Tub hs haps ase 








VOL. XXXI, No. 17 


12 JULY 1924 





Livenroor, Carmmorat:: Dision Fon Souramms Exsvariox 


Liverpool Cathedral’ 


BY E, BERTRAM KIRBY, O.B.E. [FJ 


HE consideration of the new Cathedral at 
Liverpool presents a curious commentary on 
¢ present condition of architectural deyelop- 
ment in this country. It is somewhat remarkable 
that what is probably the most notable building 
achievement of our generation with possibly one 
exception—also a Cathedral—should find our leaders 
of architectural thought almost without the means of 
articulate comment beyond vague and general terms. 
‘Gur national architecttire has become so standardised 
that technical knowledge is rarely available for expert 
criticism of any departure from what has become the 
normal method of expression. ‘The reduction of 
professional appreciation to a standard approximating 
to that of the educated layman is, however, not without 
its advantage, ‘The ultimate sanction for any work of 
art must rest upon the approval of the public for whose 
use, edification, or delight it is designed, 

‘The value of contemporary expert criticism is of 
4 far more transitory character. Its function is mainly 
confined to demonstrating the reasons why the work of 
art is calculated to produce a satisfactory result or 
otherwise, But, apart from fundamental” principles, 
the validity of its verdict is always liable to be reversed 
by the next generation. In the present instance the 
difficulty of criticism is enormously increased by the 
‘unique character of the achievement, since there hardly 

"The description of this buildings chiefly confined wo chose 
features whe arm ond purpose not immediatly evident 
ftom the iustrations 

5 














exists a fair standard of comparison. No English 
church of corresponding importance, face Truro 
Cathedral, has been erected in the Gothic style for 
500 years. It is therefore inevitable that the com- 
parative method of criticism should search for its 
Standard in the Middle Ages, Apart from the fact 
that such an archwological excursion is unlikely to be 
very helpful, for reasons into which we shall enquire 
Jater, it is obviously more just that the building should 
be appraised on its intrinsic architectural merits and 
its suitability to the purpose for which it is designed. 

In considering the main features of the design, it 
must be borne in mind that, owing to the conditions 
imposed by the site, the usual ecclesiastical tradition 
of orientation is not observed. The longitudinal axis 
of the building runs approximately north and south 
{nstead of east and west. In the following description 
of the building, ithas been thought advisable to follow 
the usual method, and therefore the choir and sanctuary 
must be regarded as occupying the east end and the 
other parts of the building in their consequent relation 
to the remaining points of the compass, 

"The Cathedral occupies a dominating position on 
an eminence known as St. James’ Mount. On the 
south side the ground falls rapidly in the direction of 
theriver, On the north isa sheer descent to a disused 
quarry which for many years served as a cemetery. 
At the extreme east end of the Cathedral occur the 
Lady Chapel at the S.E, corner, the Chapter House 
at the N.E., and vestries between them, 
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If falls into three 





‘The plan of the great church 
main divisions. Of these the dominant part is a 
central square of about 200 ft, Four transepts (each 
52 ft. square) occupy the corners of this great square. 
‘The spaces between the transepts accommodate two 
large recessed entrance porches on the north and south 
sides respectively, each of which is spanned by an 
external arch. ‘These porches occupy the site of the 
twin towers, which were a feature of the original com- 
petitive design and which have subsequently been 
abandoned in favour of a single central tower which 
occurs in the middle of the square referred to above. 
The previous design of this tower has recently been 
revised, but the amended design is not yet officially 
adopted. At the east end of the central square is the 
choir and at the west end the nave, each about 149 feet 
long by 87 feet wide. The nave terminates in a 
narthex. Tt will thus be appreciated that the plan is 
symmetrical both longitudinally and laterally. 

Of this design, roughly, a third has been built—viz., 
the easternmost portion up to and including the N.E. 
and S.E. transepts. ‘The western end of the completed 
portion is enclosed by a temporary brick wall pierced 
with windows. The direction and degree of light 
they give must inevitably fail to represent the final 
effect when the whole building is completed. 

‘The building is constructed both inside and out of 
local red sandstoneand in this respect resembles Chester 
Cathedral. Liverpool, however, has a very different 
atmosphere to Chester. While the sombre warmth 
of colour is likely to endure within the building, it i 
almost inevitable that the smoke and salt-laden air 
‘will reduce the exterior to the uniform black which is 
the ultimate fate of nearly all sandstone buildings in 
the city, of which St. George’s Hall is the most 
lamentable instance. 

_ The design of the complete building is very greatly 
influenced by the fact that the point of view from 
which it can best be appreciated as a whole is the river 
Mersey, which runs roughly parallel with the major 
axis of the Cathedral. Consequently, the main focus 
of interest occurs at the side and not at the end. In 
these circumstances the minor axis of the building 
assumes unusual importance in the composition of 
which it is externally the dominant factor, ‘The 
symmetry which is common to nearly all cathedrals 
in relation to the major axis is in this ease even more 
strongly emphasised in relation to the minor, at least 
as regards the main block of the building, ‘The want 
‘of balance cansed by the Lady Chapel and Chapter 
House at one end is hardly appreciated, as their relative 
hulk and importance is not sufficient to compete with 
the main Composition, ‘They appear to be—as they 
actually are—merely adjuncts. 

The importance of this consideration in relation to the 
keneral design has apparently been appreciated fully by 

82 
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the architect after the preliminary design was made. 
‘There's little doubt that it dictated the substitution of a 
single central tower for the twin towers at the crossing 
which were so notable a feature of the competitive de- 
sign, and the omission of which has led to some regrets, 
‘The wisdom of the change is, however, apparent to 





Livenroot Carumoeat. 
Prorose New Dision ron Coxtmat, Towen, Jene 





anyone familiar with the topographical conditions. 
‘The full effect of the two towers could only have been 
appreciated from a view-point on or near the longi- 
tudinal ‘This, as previously explained, is most 
difficult to obtain. On the other hand, the silhouette 
of these towers in perspective would certainly confuse 
and probably destroy the focal emphasis which the 
lateral view demands. 
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‘The symmetrical arrangement of the side elevation 
is therefore largely due to the accidental conditions of 
the site and is extremely rare in large ecclesiastical 
buildings of any style whose width is not equal to their 
Jength. ‘This unusual and possibly unique feature of 
the design has so impressed some critics who cannot 
associate symmetrical arrangement with Gothic archi 
tecture that they can only account for it by describing 
the plan as Classic, ‘This general idea, though widely 
accepted, has litle foundation on fact. The design 
of all mediveval cathedrals aims at symmetry on the 
major axis, which represents the aspect from which 
they were mainly intended to be viewed. The 
asymmetry which occurs in many cases is due either— 
as in minor respects at Liverpool—to liturgical require- 
ments, or, more frequently, to the great length of time 
which was occupied in building and the consequent 
alterations effected by succeeding generations during 
periods of constant architectural development, In 
those cases—e.g., Exeterand Salisbury—where a design 
was completed in its entirety, almost perfect symmetry 
is attained. One respect, ‘however, in which the 
design has some affinity to Classic architecture is the 
method by which some of its external effects are 
obtained—e.g,, the balance of its masses, the strong 
contrast of light and shade thus produced, the straight 
horizontal sky lines, etc., though even these features 
have their counterpart in the Gothic architecture of 
Southern Europe. 

‘The general arrangement of the design having been 
described from an architectural point of view together 
with the effect of the topographical conditions, we 
may now consider the ecclesiastical requirements 
which have greatly influenced it, ‘These differ 0 
widely from those which standardise the form of 
‘medizval cathedrals that a corresponding architectural 
divergence may resonably be expected. 

Th most English medieval cathedrals the nave was 
not designed to accommodate the congregation at the 
principal services except on rare occasions. It fre- 
quently served a similar purpose to that of a Parish 
Hall, in which religious instruction was given, special 
sermons were preached, and religious plays were 
performed. ‘The choir was actually the place of 
worship. ‘This distinction is clearly emphasised in 
many cathedrals by the solidity of the screen, which 
renders the service in the choir invisible and almost 
inaudible to those in the nave. In those countries 
where the forms of religious observance were changed 
in the sixteenth century, the old churches were 

juently found unsuitable to the unwonted importance 
which the sermon acquired in the service, and in 
some cases the whole disposition of the seating accom- 
modation was altered to accord with this requirement. 

‘This particular problem obviously influences the 
design of Liverpool Cathedral, ‘The nave proper, 
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which ia itself of comparatively ample dimensions, 
is extended by the addition of the large central space 
between the transepts, which is designed ultimately 
to contain the pulpit. "This purpose is served for the 
time being by the lectern, which stands at the entrance 
to the choir. 

‘The entire absence of side chapels, except in so far 
as the transepts fulfil this function, constitutes another 
point of dissimilarity to a medizeval cathedral. 

Froma purely architectural standpoint, the departure 
from the English tradition of churches. is 
illustrated in. several exceptional and interest 
respects, In spite of the fact that the strong. an: 
simple vault of the choir attains a greater height than 
that of any other Gothic chureh in the country, the 
apex of the main arches is almost as high as the spring 
of the vault ribs, while the triforium occurs high up 
between the openings of the vaulting. There is no 
clerestory,. ‘This extreme elevation of the arcade is 
familiar to students of Spanish Gothic—cf. Seville, 
Segovia, and Salamanca—and its effect on the external 
construction is very similar. 

‘We may digress for a moment to observe that though 
the design of this cathedral is exceptionally individual 
and original both in its general conception and in i 
details, its affinity to the Gothic churches of Spain 
appears somewhat too marked to be entirely accidental, 

‘The significance of the internal treatment of the 
choir arcade and triforium cannot, however, be 
appreciated except in its relation to the structural 
scheme of the whole choir both internally and ex- 
ternally. ‘The somewhat exceptional character of 
this construction may be illustrated by comparison 
with that of an old cathedral, One of the most char- 
acteristic features of a medieval cathedral is the 
abnormal proportion of voids to solids. ‘The designers 
attempted the most daring counterpoise of weights 
and thrusts combined with the utmost economy in 
stone, The walls have little or no structural import= 
ance and merely serve as weather-screens. While 
the religious intention of the building generally seems 
to be pre-eminent, many mediseval churches suggest 
that structural considerations took precedence of the 
purely aathetic, In other words, the architectural 
Interest sometimes became subordinate to the engi= 
neering. ‘The effect of such a procedure was redeemed 
from athetic disaster mainly by the truth and. direet- 
ness of purpose shown by the designer and the perfect 
accordance of means to an end. As a sie, no. 
attempt whatever was made to disguise or discount 
the structural functions of ‘any part of the building, 
or, on the other hand, to introduce for the sake of 
fflect features, of apparent though unreal structural 
iportince, The articulation of these, structural 
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‘The application of these principles has normally 
the following effect on the design of a church of any 
considerable height, ‘The dead weight 
vaulting is transferred to the ground 
vertical piers, and the outward thrust is 
by external buttresses, the number and dimensions of 
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between the vertical piers with windows—ie., by a 
clerestory. ‘The lighting of the aisles is similarly 


obtained by windows between the extremities of the but- 
tresses. In these circumstances, the height both of the 
main arcade and also of the aisle walls and roof is di 
tated by the level of the cills to the clerestory windows. 








Livenroot. Carmniat: 


Which usually represent the minimum abutment con- 
sistent with security, Their stability is further 
increased by the superimposition of heavy pinnacles, 
which, though commonly regarded merely 
ments, fulfil a definite structural function. 

¢conomical and effective method of obtaining side 
light to the body of the church is by filling the spaces 














E. Transerr 





is somewhat obvious and elementary description 
of medieval construction has been introduced in order 
to emphasise the character and purpose of those 
structural features to which the choir of Liverpool 
presents so exceptional a contrast. In the case of 
Liverpool Cathedral, though it would no doubt be an 
exaggeration to say that the structural elements are 











362 JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS 





ised in order to assist the architectural 
composition, it is perhaps permissible to suggest 
that they are intentionally subordinated to it, especially 
externally. It scems clear that the intention of the 
external composition is to obtain the maximum scale 
and sense of solidity by contrasting masses, approxi- 
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fasion which would militate against the end in view. 
‘This reason alone would probably be sufficient to 
suggest their elimination from a building designed to 
be seen from so great a distant 

In order, therefore, to achieve the desired result, 
the aisle walls, which’ occur midway in the full pro- 
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mately rectangular in form and clear in outline, whose 
definition would not be lost even when viewed from the 
river. The normal construction of so high a vault 
would require external buttresses of exaggerated 
projection in proportion to their width and with the 
usual assembly of flying arches. Such an arrangement 
might well be expected to produce an effect of con- 








jection of the buttresses, are carried up to a height not 
far below the parapet to the main foot, teen 
walls are thus converted into the external walle of the 
choir and contain the side windows, which are af 
‘approximately the same height as the choir arcadia 

The aisles thus formed and the triforium far above 
are crossed at intervals by the internal half of the 
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buttresses. The effect thus produced is that the side 
windows are deeply recessed in rectangular bays and 
are entirely out of sight from the steps of the choir. 
‘The spectator is thus enabled to view the reredos and 
east window without the distracting competition of 
side windows. ‘The advantage of this is obvious, but, 
on the other hand, such an arrangement reduces the 
diffusion of light from the side windows, This is a 
serious consideration in a building situated in a 
northern industrial city and constructed of a material 
whose power of reflecting light is negligible. It 
remains to be seen to what extent the great east window 
and the light derived from the central space can be 
relied upon to supplement this deficiency, especially 
as the stained glass is not of the most translucent 
type. 

"The general effect of the choir is extremely dignified 
and impressive. The scale and severity of the main 
architectural features are consistently maintained. 
‘The ornament, which is rich and—in places—even 
profuse, is chiefly confined either to furniture or thase 
parts of the building which are entirely devoid of 
structural significance. 

"The focal centre of interest is the reredos of red 
stone lavishly gilded, which is a magnificent piece of 
‘work both in conception and execution. It challenges 
comparison with the most successful medixval pre- 
cedents. 

“The windows present a much more debatable 
subject. Merely from the standpoint of design the 
treatment of the tracery throughout the building, both 
in relation to the windows and the balustrades, is 
hardly equal to the other features of the architecture, 
It is frequently reminiscent of the hard “cast-iron” 
characteristics of German Gothic and the suitability 
of its scale is by no means free from question. “The 
ast consideration is one on which it is most dangerous 
and difficult to dogmatise. It is liable ultimately to 
revolve itself into expressions of individual opimion, 
especially in relation to an architectural style the 
proportions of which have never been reduced to 
Uefinite rules. At the same time, the subject clearly 
invites special consideration in view of the great 
discrepancy which exists in this respect between this 
design and that of other Gothic cathedrals. For 
instance, the East window is divided y into 
only four lights, whereas that of Gloucester, which is 
of the same height but 2 few feet less in width, con- 
tains no less than fourteen. There can be little doubt 
that the Gloucester window gives an impression. of 
considerably greater size. It is not easy to determine 
to what extent this result is duc to the multiplicity 
of its parts of to the fact that the choir in which i 
‘occurs is smaller than that of Liverpool. 

"The whole question fon the consideration 
1s to the size of the parts into which the secondary 









features of a building should be divided. If these are 
relatively small they tend to act as a foil or clue to 
the scale of the whole, which is thereby enhanced. 
If, on the other hand, their ions are kept in 
strict accord with those of the rest of the building, it 
is difficult to appreciate its size, St. Peter's in Rome 
is a notable example. In so far as the emotions of 
awe and reverence are evoked or increased by mere 
‘size, there is no doubt that the enlargement of sub- 
sidiary parts is detrimental. The division of all the 
windows into.an equal number of lights with a very 
wide buttressed muillion in the centre is also open to 
comment. So emphatic an insistence on a central 
solid is a challenge to the customary principles 
‘of composition and, in. the case of the cast window, 
is contrary to most ecclesiastical precedents. A 
departure from merely academic convention has 
only to be justified hy necessity or improved effect, 
In this case, however, neither seems immediately 


apparent. 
Phe Bishop's throne, the War Memorial, the choir 
stalls, the organ casing, and other subsidiary parts of 
the interior are both original and appropriate in 
Sesign, ‘The craftsmanship of their execution is of a 
consistent standard of excellence. Spanish influence 
i ‘both in form and applied 
ornament. The latter might impress some critics as 
being too accidentally applied and tacking in that 
vigour and directness which characterise the best 
‘The Chapter House, both internally and externally, 
falls short of the standard set by the remainder are 
sign. It is only just to note that, owing to practical 
requirements, the original design has 5 oe totally 
|. ‘The resulting compromise is somewhat 
‘commonplace. ‘The walls of the octagonal interior 
are occupied by four windows alternating with im- 
mense and boldly projecting armorial achievements. 
‘The arrangement of the latter is almost identical 
with thase on the walls of the Capilla del Condes- 
table in Burgos Cathedral, though their execution is 
inferior. ‘The carving is’ by no means of equal 
merit to that in the rest of the building. ‘The Chapter 
House has a conical copper roof supported on a 
stone dome. The disproportionate height which the 
internal view of this dome would present when viewed 
from below in relation to the size of the building is, 
Tes cesta sper of which Soveicise eves th 
re of which n 
Shans ieless reveals the 
‘The Lady Chapel has attracted so much attentionand. 
comment during the last ten years that a detailed 
appreciation of it is somewhat redundant at this date, 
It is, however, of interest to compare its principal 
features with those of the Cathedral itself. A review 
‘of this building detracts in no way from the impression 
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of grace, fitness and originality which it created when 
first opened. It is obviously the feminine complement 
the essentially masculine composition which domi- 
nates it. A striking contrast presents itself in the 
treatment of the walls and windows. Whereas in the 
Cathedral the arcade is the dominant feature and the 
clerestory is altogether omitted, here the arcade is 
entirely subsidiary to the clerestory. ‘The triforium 
is not so much a separate horizontal compartment as 
«low pierced screen in front of the clerestory windows. 
‘The method of recessing the side windows between 
the buttresses is also adopted here, but to a far less. 
degree than in the cathedral choir. The vaulting is 
lighter and more graceful, but develops at its apex 
into those meretricious and unstructural forms which 
are characteristic of the decadence of Gothic arc 
tecture in Germany and Spain, ‘The tracery of the 
windows, though lacking in vigour, is more pleasing 
and effortless than that in the Cathedral, and con- 
tributes very greatly to the scale of the Chapel. 

It would, however, be ungenerous and unjust to 
stress such points as appear to detract from the per- 
fection of the whole were it not for the fact that they 
are emphasised by their rarity and by the impressive 

ment which the completed portion of the 
ig foreshadows, It is a work deserving of 
something more than undiscriminating adulation, In 
any case, every appreciation must bear the impress af 
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personal opinion and preference which, however 
sincere, has little or no authoritative value, 

‘The contribution which this work makes to our 
national architecture is momentous. In its originality, 
its distinctive character, its emancipation from bo! 
past precedent and present fashion, it stands almost 
by itself. It presents no essay in any particular 
period ot type of Gothic architecture, The general 
character of its forms is of course derivative, but the 
expression of those forms is novel and individual and 
belongs unmistakably to the twentieth and not to 
the fourteenth or fifteenth centuries, ‘The fact that 
one may discover or suspect the echo of an inspira- 
tion from other sources is both natural and inevitable. 

Its closest analogy to medial precedent lies in its 
bold empiricism. ‘That some of its experiments are 




















less successful than others accords with our experi- 
ence of that style in the vigour of whose prime the 
In 





policy of “ playing for safety" was unknown. 
this respect Liverpool Cathedral has little in c 

with some of the manifestations of the Gothic revival 
in the last century, which often degenerated into an 
exposition of artificial archeology. Both architects 
id the general public haye reason to be grateful for 
this acquisition to our national art. ‘To the former it 
is prolific of interest and inspiration, while the 
majority of the latter will not fail to regard it a5 a 
monumental expression of their national sentiment. 
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Reviews 


THE ARCHITECT IN PRACTICE. By Harry 
Barnes, Vice-President RILB.A., sith an intro- 
duction by the President of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects. 80. Lond., 1924, 7s. 64. 
[Ernest Benn, Ltd., 8 Bouverie Street, E-C.4.) 

‘This new book of Major Barnes gives, as the author 
says, in his introduction, a picture of the architect at 
work. It is not a text book but a survey of the whole 
field ‘of professional practice, abounding in happy 
phrases, and so entertainingly written that one is con- 
finually turning the pages to see just what Major 
Barnes has to say in his next chapter: 

‘This does not mean that the book is superficial, 
but rather that it gives in a most agreeable form 
information that the student or young architect would 
otherwise find hard to come by. Perhaps a summary 
of the contents will show most clearly how wide is the 
ground covered. The early chapters deal with educa 
tion and qualifying examinations, professional skill and 
professional etiquette. The Institute Code of Pro- 
fessional Conduct is clearly explained. Then follows 
the organization of the office, and after that the client 
who is, as the author remarks, * the be all and end all 
of practice : without him there is none.” Next comes 
the contractor and the local authority. In dealing 
with the architect’s relationship with the various 
persons with whom he will come into contact, the 
author lays especial stress on what one may call the 
need for humanity. To quote again: “The really 
Enpartant part of thie erchieects Dostacen, aod that 
which will go farthest to secure a successful practice, 
is not his contact with materials, bur his relationship 
with men—his client, the contractor, the workman, the 
local authority.”” 

Before coming to the actual conduct of a “job,” 
working drawings, specifications and quantities are 
discussed and explained. The author next deals with 
the contractor and clerk of works, who will be the 
“eye and voice of the architect.” ‘The selection of a 
clerk of works is, as Major Barnes points out, “ the 
first test of the judgment of the architect,” and in this 
chapter there are hints which should help a yo 
arcigtect pass this test.. Hexe; above al, the personal 
relationship is all-important and is duly emphasised. 

‘The preparation of details, the necessity for proper 
supervision on the architect's part, the issue of 
certificates, next engage attention as the job proceeds. 
‘Then there are a couple of most useful chapters on 
disputes and arbitration, which will not only help the 
young architect to avoid such troubles as disputes but 
‘will comfort him if he should happen to be involved in 
one. 

‘The last two chapters deal with land and property. 
‘There is at the end a very complete bibhography 




















arranged under the headings of the chapters, together 
aaeawe lix containing the list of books recom- 
mended to students by the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, Last of all, to complete our pleasure there 
is an index, a glance at which will show how wide is 
the scope of the book. 

‘Major Barnes has indeed, in the hackneyed phrase, 
“ supplied a long-felt want,” though perhaps we were 
not, except at moments, as conscious of the lack as 
we should have been, until we read this book. One 
hopes it will be widely read, not only by architects 
and students but by contractors, clerks of works and, 
above all, by clients. It is written so clearly and 
tuntechnically that the veriest layman will find it all 
perfectly simple and so readable that, if he once di 
into it, he is certain to read it through. ‘Thus it will 
certainly ite that human ineerest and under- 
standing which is so necessary for all co-operative 
work. “Building should be a joyous thing, and 
nothing will make it that if there is not a real common 
interest in which all who take part in it share... . 
‘There should be . . . 2 human relationship set up on 
every job.” 





H. Cuatton Brapssaw [4] 


“THE ARTIST'S LONDON’ as seen in 80 new 
drawings by fifty Contemporary Artists, including =— 





‘This i an artistically printed and produced quarto 
‘volume with about seven water-colour reproductions in 
‘colour, the remaining plates comprising pen and wash 

z i 5, chalk, tempora 








in his Essay in the book, alludes to 
Kipling, and it would seem appropriate to the book to 


for the joy of the working and each for his 
Shall draw the Thing ashe sees I forthe God of Things as 
‘hey are.” es 


In many of these drawings the artist has drawn the 
thing as he saw it, and therein lies the great charm of 
the work as compared with a set of drawings by one man 
for with photographs however good. Most of the plates 
depict architectural subjects old and new. The editor bas 
Succeeded in giving avery extensive and delightful series. 
of views of London and the suburbs in different seasons 
and conditions. 

It would seem that the grouping of the plates rather 
leeks ‘colosio oc pleas sta eases fe etieegt 
which is a reproduction of a beautiful pencil drawing BY 
Mr. Muirhead Bone, of “ Pall Mall East,” looking 
towards the National Gallery and St. Martin’s Church, 
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we are taken by plate 5 across to The Bank of England 
by Mr. J. L, Wilson, and it is not a very happy view, 
looking down on the roof, ‘The first plate is, as is fitting, 
4 coloured reproduction full of movement of " Piccadilly 
Gireus" by Mr. Henry Rushbury, RE. The view is 
taken from the Criterion side on a sunny afternoon looking 
towards ‘Swan and Edgar's and the Insurance Office, and 
is alive with buses and pedestrians. "Towering above the 
fesurance building isthe root of the Regent Palace 

otal. 

‘No. 2 plate is “Whitehall,” by Mr, Francis Dodd, 
ARWS., looking towards the Houses of Parliament, 
and’ is a delightful and dainty perspective sketch, 
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by Mr. A.W. Bryce,“ Repairing Oxford Street " is a 
clever busy scenic etching by Mr. fan Strang, whilst the 


‘ame artist gives a very fine pencil drawing of ** Langham 


London life is variously illustrated, as for instance 
“Farringdon Road,” by Mr. Anderson, showing the 
cheap stalls and the crowds. Mr. F. L. Griggs illus- 
centh century architecture ina clever pen 
‘and the last plate represents “" London from an 
“yy Me. Cooper, an oil painting with a typical 
atmospheric effect showing St. Paul’s from the 
river by Blickiriars, 
“The Essays introduce the work in an interesting man- 












Languast PLACE. 


Pexeu. Daawise my Tax Stan, 


Reproduced by permission of the Publishers, 


“Lambeth,” by the same artist, also shows us in.a broader 
Perspective a poorer side of London streets, ‘The 
Various plates take us out as far as Hampton Court, 
Wimbledon, Peckham, Briston Windmill, Limehouse 
Reach and Hampstead. 

London under snow is shown by plate 53, "The 
Embankment,” from an oil painting by Mr. Talmage, 
AR.A,, which gives a clever impression of the slush and 
the snow. One of London's great railway stations ig 
depicted in a virile impression of " Liverpool Street ” 
at night by Mr. Frank Brangwyn—a fine coloured plate. 

Building operations in London are cleverly shown in 
plate 38, “From Kingsway House,” by Mr. Martin 
Hardie, ‘also " Building Operations, London Bridge,” 








ner as was to be expected, and Mr, Whitten (“John 
0’ London") has found out some remarkable old Londen 
Street names, such as * Frying Pan Alley” in Spitalfields. 
Altogether the book is very delightful and one turns 
‘over its last plate with regret. 











C. O, Netsox [4] 


MASTERS OF ARCHITECTURE. 4 series of illus: 
trated monographs under the general Editorship of 
‘Stanley C. Ramsey. Crown 410. 10s. 6d. each vol. 
[Ernest Benn, Ltd.) 

‘The publisher's notice accompanying these volumes 
despatches them to the public with the hope that “ they 
will give practising architects an opportunity of studying 
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the work of the great Masters as a whole, in a convenient 
and practical way.”” Also : ‘It cannot be doubted that this 
series will prove of the greatest value to practising archi- 
tects," and again : “ It should also appeal strongly to the 
rowing public who regard the study and appreciation of 
architecture as-essential to the progressive development 
of @ genuine local and national culture.” 

With the trend of these remarks I am wholeheartedly 
in agreement, and there should be no doubt of its warm 
reception by the layman of taste who wishes to acquaint 
himself with the architect whose buildings he sees and 
admires, and also with beautiful pictures of works of art 

ch he may not be familiar. On the other hand, 
the practising architect may possibly feel that slight 
iowever charmingly written, of the lives and 
works of the men who are his revered architectural ances- 
tors, accompanied by delightful photographs of elevations 
and details by Mr. F. R. Yerbury, taken with his well- 
i ip and choice of subject, 
should be supplemented by reproductions of plans and 
sections, if they are to add very materially to the value of 
his architectural library. However, with these limitations, 
these volumes could scarcely be improved. ‘The book 
production is excellent in all respects—size, print and 
lees io he theo voles unde revo the ti 
press is uniformly bright, interesting and obviously under- 
taken by men who know and love their subjects, 
Intco Jones. By Stanley Ramsey. 

‘The Editor of the series, Mr.Stanley Ramsey, has chosen 
perhaps the most interesting and important master for the 
attention of his own pen, and a very worthy example it is 
which hesets his collaborators, Hisilluminatingcomparison 
between Jones and Brunelleschi and Sanmicheli in the land 
where classic tradition is indigenous, the references 
to where he was influenced by Palladio and the more 
‘numerous instances of where he materially transcended 
his lira academic predecestor are of architectural interest 

‘The description and illustrations of Coleshill and Lees 
Court, Faversham, are of especial concern to those who are 
ooking for the earliest examples of the new classic tradi 
tion which was to put an end to the Elizabethan and 
Jacobean of the sixteenth, and to act as pioneer work 
for the architects of the’ seventeenth and cighteenth 
centuries. 






























Vaxsauct. By Christian Barman. 
If the great architect whose work is here described 
needs to-day a defender against the criticisms of other 
‘generations, no more enthusiastic and sympathetic advo- 
‘cate could be chosen than the author of this volume. 
Naturally, Blenheim, the great palace built for the 
house of Marlbrough, occupies his chief attention, and a 
detailed and delightful description of the worries of an 
architect with a recalcitrant and irrascible lady client will 
bea source of inspiration and comfort to many a modern 
Practitioner. ‘The beautiful views of the vast palace 
clearly demonstrate the meaning of the author when 
hhe speaks of “‘ movement” in architecture, and perhay 
the most remarkable impression left upon the reader 
is one of astonishment that such virile, complete and 
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masterly work should have been accomplished by a 

man who spent his early days entirely as a playwright, 

and who was never seriously trained in his profession. 
Cuanuens, By A. Trytan Edeoards, 

‘This is a very delightful critical and historical analysis 
of the work of a man who is very near to the spirit of 
modern building, and whose civie sense is rightly empha- 
sised in these days of town-planning and the Commission 
of Fine Arts, 

Again, attention is naturally concentrated on the 
greatest of his works, Somerset House, und here this samme 
civic sense is pointed out and admired in that Chambers 
built, so to speak, for the river bank, and not for himself. 
With this idea in mind, one is inclined for the first time 
to regret that semicircular reeess in the plan of the only 
other building which can compare with this masterpiece— 
nately, our twentieth century County Hall, where the 
line of the river is broken by the columnar sweep of the 
central block. 

Icis particularly interesting to realise that the Pagoda 
at _Kew was the outcome of a genuine admiration for 
coriental forms, and was not merely an attempt to please 
by the bizarre or the following of a temporary craze for 
“Chinoise.” ‘To the writer, in any case, it 
appeared a thoroughly successful piece’ of landscape 
gardening, ax are also the little Greek temples which 
adorn the beautiful grass swards and the banks of daffodils. 

J. Atan Staten [4] 


The Library 


‘Nons ay Mrumens of Tue Lrrsnarcne Cownerrres ox 
Reon Acqcirto%s- 
[heie Notes ar plished ethoutprefuce oa further and 
‘more detailed criticism.) 
18s CONCOURS DU GRAND PRIX DE ROME EN 
gat AF 1953, A UEale Nationale & Speeds dob 
Beaux Aro Section Architecture: fe. Pes aperoe 
“The Tebrary possesses an interesting series of the dra 
submitted in the annual competition in Architecture foe dhe 
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cH. 
CATHEDRALS, With seventy-ourittsration by skoige 
uly. proc anderen: ued 
Co i pos [1924] [Great Western Rai 
A volume published by the G. 
auduening We venus ete 
the company—roughly chat part of Ee = 
online drawn from London to Chest he ee 
frated by seven four excellent repoucion af aes 
Sara one a roses 
ows of the various cathedrals re wits eee eg 
‘well done, it is not madé clear whether the 
Bopha ec Str W-G.Tucker vege to 
ter account of the Yarcal Ee 
Syl a by Be. Martin S Baggs eo Tet hier 
HT 

















trations accompanying it. 








—— Pe ee > = 7, te 
12 Jilly 1924 LONDON BUILDING LAW 69 


The Proposed Reform of the London Building Law 


DISCUSSION ON MR. CHARLES A. DAUBNEY’S PAPER* 


AT A SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING 





HELD ON 30 JUNE 1924 
MAJOR HARRY BARNES, VICE-PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIR. 





Mr. H. D. SEARLES-WOOD [F.]: I very much 
appreciate the privilege of proposing a vote of thanks to 
Mr. Daubney for his paper, because when I was sitting 
here listening to it, it seemed to me that Mr. Daubney 
was putting the members who were present almost as 
iu fait with the subject of the Report as if they had been 
‘members of the actual Committee. Mr. Daubney made 
every point of any value which was brought forward to 
the Committee and in the discussion. R 

‘There are only one or two things that I want to say in 
regard to it. ‘The first is, that we are anxious, as a C 
‘mittee, that this subject shall have the very fullest ventils- 
tion and discussion, and therefore we have invited com- 
‘ments from members by means of the JounNaL, and we 
hhave had some very valuable suggestions from them. We 
thought that if Mr. Daubney’s paper were read and 
circulated, it would give the members an opportunity of 
spougiy tndeinting the Plott which were ned 
in the Report. 

T have a little bone to pick with Mr. Daubney with 
regard to the last paragraph in his paper. I do not think 
he ean accuse the Committee of not having an ample view 
and of not desiring to improve the buildings in the metro- 
polis. T was not conscious that the laughter was very 
“ribald " when the brighter London reference was ruled 
‘out. T think the Committee felt that it eame as an anti- 
climax, that they had brightened London all through 
their Report, and that they did not want it raised again 
in that form! At the end of the Report the Committee 
‘were most anxious to record their sense of the most 
valuable work which Mr. Daubney had put into it during 
the progress of the Committee, especially as the work was 

ie, at one time, under very painful circumstances. 

Thave not thought it necessary to go into the details of 
the Report, because Mr. Daubney has so thoroughly 
covered the ground. I hope that this afternoon members 
will take the opportunity of saying anything they want to 
4ay on the improvements of the Bye-laws, and will make 
all the suggestions they can. ‘These will be referred to 
the Committee, and the Committee will then report to 
the Council; and the Council, after due consideration, 
will tend in the Report to the London County Council. 

Mr. DELISSA JOSEPH [F.[: Tam much obliged to 
you for giving me the opportunity of supporting this vote 
9f thanks, On no occasion can I recall an instance in 
which one could with greater honesty support a vote of 
this character. I have watched the work of Mr. Daubney 
throughout the period of the long sittings of this Com- 
mittee, and have been deeply impressed not merely with 
the rate and exceptional knowledge which he has shown 
himself to possess on the subject of the Building Laws of 
London, but with the extraordinary amount of careful 
Paine and thought which he has brought to bear upon the 
Work of the Committee, Tt is no affectation to say that 

© See JounNat, 28 June. 
































the Committee could not have done its work but for the 
‘tuidance it received from Mr. Daubney and the remarkable 
way in which he systematised the work, and but for the 
thorough ahd ingenious manner in which he analysed the 
eseential points of the Act, so that we could take them into 
account from time to time. He has not only helped the 
Committee in ies work in this remarkably efficient manner, 
but he took upon himself the drafting of the Report, a 
document, which explains itself by reason of its extra- 
ordinary clarity. 

If Thave a fautt to find with the Report, itis because of 
the absence of any reference to what has gone before. 
This Report is the final Report of the Building Act 
Committee, illustrating the work which it has done under 
the guidance of Mr. Daubney since he has been Hon. 
Secretary of that Committee. I think that, to complete 
the record, there should have been some reference t0 the 
work done by the Committee in its earlier stages, when 1 
was Hon, Secretary of that Committee. ‘The period of 
two years prior to the establishment of the Committee, 
as conducted by Mr. Daubney, was devoted, you may 
remember, largely to the question of the investigation of 
higher buildings ; and to that subject a vast amount of 
time and a good deal of thought were given. An Interim 
Report was introduced to the Council, and eventually to a 
general meeting, and was rejected in principle. But, for 
the purpose of historical accuracy, I think there should be 
linked to the present document some reference to what 
hhas gone before. 

Notwithstanding my well-known interest in the subject 
of higher buildings, I did not allow myself to be absorbed 
by that subject when it came to dealing with the many 
important points which form the subject of the present 
Report. In fact, I think Mr. Daubney will probably ad- 
mit that several of the important suggestions which he bas 
incorporated in this Report were suggestions which 
originated with me. One of the matters in which I took a 
special interest was the matter of the ereacent road. Under 
the Act of 1894 the crescent rozd became impossible. 
Until that date a road was allowed to start in a street and 
wind round, and ultimately discharge itself into the same 
street. But under the Act of 1894 that was forbidden. 
‘The drawback of that, obviously, is that deep sites are 
incapable of adequate development without the use of the 
crescent road, and much valuable land has had to remain 
fallow, of, has been developed uneconomically in conse- 
‘quence. ‘The last ereacent road formed prior to the Act 
of 1894 was formed by me, at Chelsea Embankment 
Gardens, and it is a matter of some interest that 1 com- 
pleted that road only a few days before the Act of 1894 
came into force, 

With regard to three houses forming a road, I suggested 
that this limitation should be modified, because it had a 
restrictive effect on the development of useful sites. I 
had a very extensive experience in regard to that in the 
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laying out of Fitzgeorge Avenue, the whole of which street 
T eaigned for fats: and T had to limit myself largely in 
the development of this land by not being allowed to have 
‘more than three doorways into my courtyards, for fear 
ofconverting them into roads, If a modification could be 
brought about, facilities would be given for developing 
deep sites with advantage and economy, 

‘With reference to the question of exits from places of 
assembly, to which Mr. Daubney drew attention at an 
early stage of our meetings, the point there, I understand, 
is this: that, though there may be, on paper, as a matter 
of planning, ample means of escape, there is no means of 
ensuring the direction taken by the we. We hive 
hot attempted to deal with that subject ; we have drawn 
attention to it aa one worthy of careful study, On one 
occasion I can recall, in one of the finest theatres in 
TLondon—one of the best-planned theatres and one with 
the Inngest number of gangways and staircases—I have seen 
this happen: when the audience has had to disperse, 

thosen to adopt different directions as their 

‘two long queues of people were 
proceeding in’ opposite directions, those on the north 
having chosen to vacate the premises by the south door, 
those on the south by the north door. Something should 
bbe done to meet such a difficulty, to anticipate the direction 
taken by the audience. ? 

With regard to places of public worship, itis a standing. 
menace to public safety that there is apparently no means 
of compelling adequate means of escape from such 
buildings. ‘This is particularly serious where there are 
galleries. For myself, 1 have Jong anticipated what T 
hope will come into the new Act, because, whenever T 
have built a place of public worship with a gallery, I have 

rovided four staircases at the four corners of the build= 
Ing, which is the only way of ensuring escape from the 
higher levels in case of panic. : 

‘As to the measurement of old buildings prior to de- 
molition, as Mr. Daubney has shown, a measured plan is 
how deposited with the district surveyor; and if, by any 
mischance, the plans should be mislaid, those who are 
next dealing with the site find themscives. without the 
material to guide them. suggestion is thar tt 
Tecords should in every case be sent to the head office of 
the County Council, so that they can always be found, and 
are not likely to be lost sight of by changes which may 
take place in the office of the district surveyor. I have 
myself been placed inn very difficult position in this 
connection. It fell to my lot to consider the development 
ofa site which had been vacant twelve years. Before the 
buildings formerly occupying the site were demolished 
they had heen measured and certified ; but those plans 
hhad miscarried, owing to a change of district surveyor, and 
Thad to go to work without their guidance. 

Mr. Daubney has also drawn attention to the fact that, 
though in the case of hotels there is provision for adequate 
means of escape being included in the design, there is 
Dothing to ensure control as to means of keeping 
clear. ‘That is a vital thing. It is useless to establish 
Second staircase in a hotel and then to find that stairease 
barred or employed otherwise than as a free exit in case 
of fire, I had a case in which I designed 1 hotel 15 years 
ago, and provided it with an ample alternative stairease 
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leading to the street, After an interval of 1g years T was 
called in to consider certain additions and alterations, 
and I found that the emergency staircase I had provided 
‘as not only blocked up from top to bottom with furniture, 
‘such as disused bedateads, but that at the base of the sta 
case the external door was locked inwards. So the 
neeeaity for some means of contra in this respect is 

‘As to the question of higher buildings, 1 must touch on 
that, “Mr, Daubney has drawn attention to the interesting 
fact that, if you apply to the Council ro exercise their 
discretionary powers as to increasing the height of build 
ings and they decline to exercise them, you can take 
them to the Tribunal of Appeal, and that offers new 
possibilities to those who desire to increase the height 
Of their buildings. ‘The original draft of the Report 
Which was sent to the Council went rather further in 
definition with regard to the heights of buildings than did 
the Reportas finally adopted. It was suggested originally 
that the Ametiean ratio of 1} times the width of the 
street should he established ns the fixed ratio, so thatin the 
case of Oxford Street, for instance, which is So feet wide, 
ont gould get builds 130 fect high, orn the case of 

dings on the Embankment or opposite parks, you 
might go up even higher without application. But that 
view did not meet with the approval of the Council of 
this Institute, and they sent that part of the Report back 
for further consideration ; and the result you have in 
what is now before you. | ‘The principle of 1} times is 
accepted, but it is not defined as a principle to be incor 
porated in the Act; it is merely nn abstmct principle, the 
Guettion of exercising their option to permit or not to 
permit euch an incressed height being still left to the 
‘County Counel 

With regard to the suggestion that this question of 
higher buildings should be referred to the Fine Art Com- 
mission, arm absolutely opposed to that. It is a matter 
which does not concern the Fine Art Commission ; it is 
hot a question of fine art; it is one of light, air, access, 
escape, fire resistance and fire attack, And T think it is 
very undesirable that a new element of difficulty should 
be introduced into our daily work by having to refer such 
a question to a body which has been sct up for different 
Purposes, Besides, T should regard it ax being the thin 
end of the wedge, and that the next demand would be that 
all our elevations should be submitted to the Fine Art 
Commission. 

With regard to obtaining an increased height of buildin 
even if you get the consent of the Council, you must give 
notice to everybody within a hundred yards of your bt 
ing, and Mr. Daubney suggests that that trying co 
should be removed. I know of the cate of an architect 
who recently erected a building 110 feet high, and he had 
to serve notice on Foo persons, after finding out who and 
where they were. And the situation has been tightened 
ince then, because the County Council have so inter= 
preted their powers as to say that when you build a build 
ing within the limits laid down by the Act, 80 feet high, 
with two storeys in the roof, and the flank of the building, 
being 100 feet high, rises above your neighbour's wall 
that wall becomes a higher building, and it is necessary to 
issue a notice in The Tins and take other means of in 
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forming surrounding ownerships of your intention to erect 
what the Council define as a higher building. I'drew the 
attention of Mr. Daubney to that, and Tam glad he has 
brought in a recommendation that that far-fetched inter= 
pretation should be done away 

With regard to Mr. Daubney’s reference to a healthier 
and brighter London, T think the explanation of the 
omission of these words was that, as he had devoted 
thought and ingenuity to dealing with a complex Act of 
Parliament on extremely practical lines, we thought that, 
at the end of such a document, an expression of a pious 
hope would not be considered appropriate. His sugges 
tion was not received with “ribald ” Iaughter, but wi 
amused laughter, because we considered it was not quite 
consistent with ‘the serious work on which we were 
‘engaged to express merely a hope, which, however, was 
iit the back of our minds throughout our work, 

For myself, I am with Mr. Daubney in believing that 

the invaluable suggestions he has put forward must result 
ina healthier and brighter London, and I shall be satisfied 
if, as a result of the discussion of the proposals formulated 
by him, such modifications could be introduced into our 
Tecommendations as would ensure not only a healthier 
and a brighter London, but a higher London. 
__ With these few criticisms, which T hope will be taken 
in good part, I venture to express my pleasure at the 
privilege of being allowed to second the vote of thanks 
which Mr. Daubney has s0 thoroughly earned, 

‘The CHAIRMAN : Before I throw this matter open 
for discussion, there are two or three letters which have 
teen recived, and which T will ask Mr. MacAlister to 

Mr, MacALISTER (the Secretary) read letters from 
Mr. W. Woodward, Mr. W, E, Riley, and Mr. Francis 
Hooper, as follows = 























28 Jane 1034. 
Dian Ma, Davoxey,—I have just read your Paper 

fn the above-named subject, and T much regret that a 

previous engagement for next Mond 

‘Vent my attendance at the discussion thereon. 

Twas very active in the discussions which took place 
prior to the Building Act of 1894, and have since become 
Acquainted with some of its defects, which are well hit off 
by you, 

Had I been able to be present next Monday my obser- 
vations would have centred in the demand for restriction 
‘of "*bureaticracy,”” which eauses so much unnecessary 
Waste of time and waste of money toall but the bureaucrats 
themselves, 

T would leave very much more power to the district 
surveyors, and district surveyors only. ‘They have all 
Passed the statutory examination of the RIBA.; they 
Are all competent men ; and their practical knowledge, 
Bained by experience every day, is invaluable to building 
owner, builder and architect, 

T Would also clip the fairy-like wings of the “Indy 
factory inspector,” and leave more of her work 0 the 
we T need hardly add that 1 would sweep 

itehall of every meddler in building operations, 
cluding, of course, " Housing,” and leave the whole of 
le matter to the district surveyors in London, 
‘nd to the local surveyors in the county. 
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‘There is 30 much of value and interest to all engaged in 
building in your Paper that I must again express my regret 
thar T cannot air my views next Monday. 

‘Yours very truly, 
‘Wat. Woonwano, 


8 June 1924. 
Drar Mr. Daunyey,—I venture to offer you my con- 
gratulations on the painstaking way in which you have 
approached the question of the reform of the Building 
‘At present, it appears quite impossible for me to be 
present at the discussion of this important subject, but 
there is one phase of practice which I think:requires to be 
dealt with when legislation is again sought on this matter, 
and that is the custody of certified plans. ‘The changes 
the office of District Surveyor appear to me fo tend to 
ity, and on the whole I think the better custodians, 
of such important documents as these would be the 
London County Council, and that suitable conditions 
should be enacted to enable parties interested in the 
property to obtain access to them. 
T send you this expression of opi 














as one out of 





many others which, it is thought, should receive attention 
when the Building’ Law of London is again reviewed. 
Faithfully yours, 
W. E. Ritey. 
29 June 1924. 


‘My pear Davpwey,—My afternoon has been spent in 
reading the Paper you read at the R.I.B.A. last Monday. 
My absence is a regret to me, but I was at & meeting 
whose purpose ran on parallel lines. Your method of 
approaching the subject makes me proud of membership 
of the sme society, and your concluding paragraph is an 
inspiration, 

Yours sincerely, 
Francis Hooren, 

Mr. HORACE CUBITT [4.]: As a member of the 
Committee T approach the subject with come trepidation, 
because T sce that in the list of attendances Tam put 
down as not having attended any of the meetings. ‘The 
history of this is that the Committee sat for two years. T 
was a member of the Committee last year, and was present 
tat most of the meetings, In the reorganisation for 
year some of us were left out. I was asked later to join 
the Committee, but something happened to the notices. 
Inever received any, and consequently attended no meet- 
ings. 

T think we all have to congratulate Mr. Daubney on his 
very excellent Paper, and the Committee on a great deal 
of work. But I feel that the Council have not attached to 
this subject the importance that they should have done. 
It would only have been fair to the subject, and to the 
Paper, that it should have been dealt with at one of our 
ordinary winter evening meetings. Ifwe had had someone 
contributing a Paper on some such question as Assyrian 
antiquities—a subject wholly useless from the point of 
‘view of our profession—the Council would have whipped 
up a strong body of supporters, and made it a great ocea- 
sion, yet the value of sucha Paper to the profession would 
have been absolutely mil. Here we have a Paper of such 
importance that no one can build in London without 
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being concerned with the subjects with which itdesls—a 
Paper that ought naturally to have been read at one of our 
evening meetings when representatives of the County 
Council and of local authorities could have been present, 
and yet it is wedged into an afternoon mecting in June, 

As regards the attendance of the Council at the last 
meeting, I did not recognise a member of the Council 
present, with the exception of the President, but I was 
told afterwards that there were also two provincial mem 
bers of Council who happened to be in London. At the 
present meeting I think only about s per cent. of the 
Council are here, The Paper deals with a most important 
subject, and it deals with it in a most excellent way. Mr. 
Daubney is to be congratulated on the very clear and con- 
cise way in which he has covered a most intricate subject. 

‘There are some very big matters of principle dealt 
with in the Report of the Committee. Lwill mention two 
only—those which I think are the most important. 
First, there is the question of building fines. In London 
building lines have hitherto been formed in the most 
haphazard manner; there has heen no authority for 
laying down a building line ina street. ‘The building line 

merely evolved itself, and all we have had is the Super 
intending Architect to ‘define what the line is at any 
particular time. This has been a most illogical and absurd 
way of carrying out building development in the greatest 
city of the Empire, and the Report suggests that the 
Council should: have the power to lay down building 
lines and make the necessiry adjustments in the way of 
compensation which would be involved in such cases. 
‘The other very important matter is the question of con 
struction, We are handicapped in London by the fact 
that almost all our constructional requirements are in an 
Act of Parliament which was passed 30 years ago, and 
We cannot get them altered without that Act being 
amended ; whereas in the provinces the requirements 
are contained in bye-laws which ean be modified without 
much difficulty. So we are subject to old-fashioned te- 
quirements in London which should be amended, and 
the Report suggests that the wl ‘construction 
requirements should be taken out of Acts of Parliament 
and should be dealt with by bye-laws, which can be 
varie from sime to time in cvordance with altered con- 

tions, 

‘There are certain additional things which I think might 
hhaye been dealt with in the Report, and 1 will briefly 
touch on them, as I think they would make London 2 
brighter and healthier city, as Mr. Daubney desires 
‘One thing is the question of air space for office buildings. 
An office building at the present time is outside the re 
quirements as regards air space, which apply only to 
buildings containing living, accommodation ; and it is not 
right that it should be so. Surely office buildings, where 
people spend much of their time, should be controlled 
with some regulations as to light and air, 

‘Another question which might be dealt with in London 
is the control of the elevations of buildings in, cettsin 
Streets. Liverpool has recently got an Act requiring. all 
slevations of new buildings to be approved by the City 
Council. ‘That is more than we would desire in London ; 
but I think that in certain important streets and squares 
it would not be unreasonable if the London County 
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Council had power to require elevations to be submitted 
to them and their approval obtained. An application of 
this kind would naturally be subject to the right of 
appeal, in case of refusal. We have the Tribunal of Appeal 
under the Act, and an additional member could, if neces 
sary, be added to it when dealing with questions of 
zsthetics. Some control seems to be needed. There 
appears to be nothing to prevent a person buying a plot 
of and in Whitehall, for instance, and. putting up a 
building designed of set purpose—as an advertisement — 
to clash with its surroundings, It is only reasonable for 
architects, who are concerned with the beauty of London, 
to be willing to agree to perhaps a little more red tape, it 
such red tape, wisely exercised, would be for the benefit 
of London. I'believe that in Paris the painting of certain 
elevations of buildings forming an architectural. compo- 
sition is required to be done all together, periodically. 
In London squares you often sce half a classical com- 
position painted, and the other portion still bearing the 
grime of halfadozen years. As it would be but a small 
burden to put upon owners, some requirement a8 t0 
periodic repainting might very well be adopted. 

T would again express my high appreciation of the 
hard work which Mr. Daubney has put into this paper, 
and have no doubt it will ultimately form the basis of 
an amendment of the Building Acts which will be a 
benefit to London. 

Sir HENRY TANNER [F.] I have great pleasure in 
‘supporting the vote of thanks to Mr. Daubney. I am 
sure we should not have had our Report properly com- 
piled without him, for we wanted somebody who knew 
more about the details of the Building Act than any 
other single individual could do, and the Committee got 
much knowledge of what happened in connection with 
various things which an ordinary practising architect 
cannot easily find out for himself. Te seems ridiculous 
that one thould have to make application to the London 
County, Council for every trifling variation in construc. 
tion which one wants to carry out from what is stipulated 
Jn the Act, though that Act nay be out of date Whe 
the Building Act Committee of the London County 
‘Council arrives at w definite conclusion about different 
forms of construction, some sort of notice should be 
issued, or put into the JouRNAL, making it well known, 
so that we could be spared the repetition of applications 
that-z0 on now. Under the Act, you have to put footings 
to all brick walls. But what is the good of brick footings 
ons concrete foundation ? ‘They ate so much waste of 
money and an inconvenience, and © up room 
Which can be utilised to beter purpose. Heong a 
required whether the wall is 10 fect high or roo fect 
Bi, at sanction is generally given to thes onision 

are many whi fs 
for which could be avoided. veto Bi api 
ith regard to higher buildings, under Section 
you have to keep to the fo feet, with ten storeys in the 
oof, I had u case not Jong ago where the bullding in 
front was 55 feet high, with storeys in the roof above, and. 
the whole building was 80 feet 10 inches to the top of 
the flat roof that was at the back. It was a back tall, 
and opposite our clients’ own property, but it led to much 
difficulty and trouble because it was 10 inches beyond 
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the height, We got over it ultimately by sloping this 
10 inches, the same slope as they required the roof to be, 
47° We come against these anomalies almost every day: 

T should like to see the Act limited, as far as possible, 
to principles, so that everything else is cither in bye-laws 
or regulations, whichever is the easier course, One of 
other is the easier, but I forget which, ‘These can be 
altered, without appealing to Parliament, by the Council 
itself and either Bye-laws or Regulations require to be 
revised at frequent intervals. In devising this Report 
We aimed rather at principles, leaving the details to follow, 
and these details will take longer than the outline which 
we have drawn. So there is much work for somebody to 
do in the near future. It seems to me it is for those who 
Are outside the Committee to make their observations 
and criticisms, rather than for members of the Committee 
to do so and to repeat what they have alveady said. 
‘Therefore, we wanted x big meeting, so that people could 
make suggestions in some other form. Whether we are 
to take this Report and the last mecting as favourable to 
ourselves, I do not know, but it looks as if either the 
members of the Institute take no interest in the im- 
provement of the Building Act and all that is connected 
with it, or they have stich confidence in the people who 
have done the active work on it that they do not need to 
come. ‘Those are the only alternatives that T can draw. 

Mr. W. E, WATSON [F]: ‘Those who have already 
spoken on this paper are members of the Committee, and 
they are those who have been most diligent in their 
attendance. Ordinary members of the Institute feel very 
deeply indebted to the Committee for the work they 
have done, and, I think, particularly to five members 
‘who have attended a reasonable number of meetings. 

T was very interested to hear Mr. Horace Cubitt’s ex- 
planation, and I think we might be charitable and assume 
that the notices to other members of the Committee mis- 
carried also, At the same time, they are eminent members 
of the profession, and it is regrettable that their services 
Were not given, becatise they have great experience of 
the matters in question. 1 think it will be agreed among 
architects generally that the expressions contained in 
Paragraph to of the Institute's Report “that there is no 
Reneral body of opinion among architects, ete., requiring 
4 radical change in the building law,’ will be endorsed 
by all practising architects, Since the War, it may be 

the County Council have gone to their new 
Offices, we meet there a spirit which we never had shown 
in the days before the War. The officials are now more 
inclined than T ever knew them to be before to take the 
spirit of the Act rather than the letter, and they help us 
in every possible way. 

1 should like, as a layman, to thank Mr Duubney tor 
the most excellent work he has put into this paper. And 
4 regards his brighter London, I stiggest to the Com- 
mittee that they may in some way be able to tackle the 
Question of the construction of fireplaces in ordinary 

ildings, so that we mightin some measure reduce the 
smoke which so disfigures our city, 

Mr. ARTHUR KEEN [F.]: May I say in the first 
lace that as the Report did not come to the Council until 
Fecently it was necessary to hold this meeting in June, ot 
ehe to hold it over until the autumn, An evening meeting 
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at this time of the year was obviously undesirable, and 
therefore the Council decided on an afternoon. ‘The 
‘cet is confined to our own members, for the very go0d 
reason that the Council wished to hear the views of 
‘members of the Instituee before bringing the Report to 
the notice of the County Couneil and of interested people 
outside our own body. They have had this Report 
before them on two occasions and on the second occasion 
the whole sitting was devoted toit, and both the Chairman 
of the Committee, Mr. Searles-Wood, and the Hon. 
Secretary of it, Mr, Daubney, attended the meeting. 

T want to congratulate Mr. Daubney very cordially on 
his Psper : it is well arranged and well written, and he 
‘has succeeded in muking a very technical subject ex- 
tremely interesting. He was particularly well qualified 
for it, in view of the very large share he has had in the 
prodiction of the Report 

It is not to late to add to the Report, and the suggestion 
made by Mr, Cubite about the lighting of office buildings 
is one that might well go to the County Council, One 
often wonders to find how well lighted new blocks of 
offices are, but of course good rents cannot be obtained 
if offices have not good light, On the other hand, many 
people work under most unfavourable conditions as 
Tegards light and air and these conditions ought to be 
amended, 

‘The control of elevations is a very difficult matter. 
An outrage such as a tall aggressive building in a place 
Tike Whitehall, out of harmony with its surroundings, 
ought to be prevented, but action taken in some instances 
might form a precedent for control in other cases where the 
control might seem unnecessary and would certainly 
be very unpopular. The suggestion was made that the 
Fine Ares Commission might be brought into the question 
of higher buildings and other suggestions in the Report 
were directed towards making London more beautiful, 
brighter, and a more airy and healthy place. The sug- 
gestion fo make crescent roads possible is one of these: 
Places like Loraine Place, Holloway, or Grove Terra 
Highgate, to quote only two, set back from the main 
thoroughfare with an entrance at one end and an exit 
the other are ideal. A place like the forecourt of Uni- 
versity College in Gower Street, if it were residential,would 
be an admirable one to live in: the Building Act should 
welcome such places and certtinly not prohibit them. 
‘The need for them in London is daily becoming greater. 

‘A minor matter is that of parapets to party walls above 
the roof. We propose that they may be omitted where 
roofs are of fire resisting construction, because nothing 
injures the breadth and value of a skyline like party walls 
jumping up at every division in a terrace. 

I have only this to say about high buildings : that I do 
not think either the County Couneil ar the public want 
them. I am strongly impressed with the fact that the eye 
of the public is opening wider and wider to the external 





























beauty of cities. Waterloo Bridge is a question of the 


moment that illustrates it, The public realise that 
‘Waterloo Bridge is a fine thing, and they will not have it 
destroyed or injured if means can be found for keeping it 
in something like its present condition, ‘The public are 
realising that beauty depends on light, and that you cannot 
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have beauty in buildings or streets if the buildings are of 
undue height. 

‘was away in the country and could not be present at 
the meeting last week, but I have read the Paper, and 1 
congratulate Mr. Daubney on an admirable contribution 
to our literature. 

Mr. W. R. DAVIDGE [F']: I think we are all deeply 
indebted to Mr, Daubney for the trouble he has taken, 
and for the really excellent way in which he has summed 
Up a series of long discussions. ‘The Institute as a whole 
is apparently satisfied to leave the Report as it is, other- 
wise we should have had a very large meeting to-day. 
‘The points which have been mentioned to-day, par- 
ticularly in Mr. Keen's speech, sum up the things which 
lie at the bottom of this Report. We want @ brighter 
London, and the best way to get that is to get even more 
sunshine into it. You will have gathered that the question 
‘of higher buildings is one on which the Committee was 
not entirely unanimous, and the one and a half times rule 
‘was only arrived. at as & compromise and on the definite 
understanding that it applied to reduction of heights 
where atreets are at present narrow and where at present 

lings to be taken to a height of 80 
Under the new suggestion they would be limited 
to one and n half times the width of the road, and in 
narrow streets you will agree that ix particularly import= 
fant. 1 am not altogether in tayour of buildings above 100 
fect high, although there are eases in special parts of 
London where such buildings can be put up without 
harm, Rut T feel that anything unduly high will unneces= 
ily upset the balance not only of the. street, but the 
balance of the whole of the particular district's and if 
any buildings are to be allowed to take pre-eminence, 
they should be buildings which from their own ehar- 
fcter, purpose and quality ate fitted to take that places 

Lhave much pleasure in supporting the vote of thanks 
to Mr. Daubney for his excellent paper. 

‘The vote was carried by acclamation. 

‘Phe CHAIRMAN: Before asking Mr. Daubney to 
reply, pethaps I may be excused if T say one or two 
things about the Paper and about the discussion, ‘The 
‘only excuse have is the fact that Ihave some litte o 
tunity of seeing what goes on behind the curtain. As & 
member of the Building Acts Committee of the London 
County Council, I aye, in the last ten months, had oppor 
tunities of sceing that machine working, and 1 will say 

‘word of two about it. But before speaking on that sub= 
ject, T would like to say something about the strictures 
‘which have been passed upon some of the absentee mem- 
hers of the Committee, and also upoti the Couneil 

Looking down this list of the Committee, I came to the 
conclusion that they were all men of excellent judgment ; 
some men who knew when to come, some who knew 
when to stay away. ‘The gentlemen to whom we are in 
Ucbited for the work on this Report are all men of affairs, 
find T think they would all agree that nothing better can 
happen than to appoint a fairly large Committee #0 a8 to 
bbe sure of getting from it x number of men who are not 
only capable, rested and keen, and who 
devote themselves to their subject free from the dificut- 
ties that accompany carrying on a discussion in the pres~ 
fence of a large number of men, And I think that prob- 














feet 























12 July 1924 


ably, if we got to each other's hearts, we should come to 
the feeling, as far as the Couneil and the general hody of 
members are concerned, that the matter has lost nothing 
by the fact that it has been concentrated in the hands of 
the five oF six gentlemen who have given their attention 
toit. And if they were equally frank with us they would 
probably tell us that they had been able to get through 
their work more completely and with more facility owing 
to the fact that they have been a comparatively small 
umber. 

entirely agree with the prominence which Mr. Cubitt 
would give to this matter. After all, we are not archieo~ 
Togists here; we are architects; and a matter affecting the 
whole of the building in the County of London is really 
very mlich more important to us than interesting historical 
and artistic questions which arise in connection, for 
instance, with Assyrian architecture ; and, on the whole, 
i would not be x bad thing if, in the Institute generally, 
(Mr. Cubitt’s view came to prevail to a larger extent, 

With regard to the report, I think we may congratulate 
ourselves, all of us, that it has arrived at so promising 8 
stage, and we have to see that it does not end here, but 
that the work of the members of our Building Acts Com 
mittee really has effect. And, so far as ean gather from 
the history that is in front of us, after this Report has been 
adopted by the Institute, the’ next thing 1p to get the 
London County Council to adopt it, What will happen 
there—1 speak from what knowledge T have acquired 
there—ia that when this Report goes forward it, will 
probably be sent to the Clerk of the Council, and the 
Cherie will send it to the General Purposes Committee, 
tnd they wil vend it to the Building Acts Committee, and 
they will hand it over to their officers and ask for a report. 
What we have to try to manage—and T will do all T 
ean on the London County Council—is to see that the 
Report does not come backto the Building Acts Commitee 
‘until the officers of the London County Couneil and the 
fentlemen who are our advocates come to conclusions. 
Te will be more satisfactory for the London County Council 
tind for the Institute that the matter, when it does come 
before the Building Acts Committee on report, should 
come forward with as large a measure of agreement as it 
possible, ‘That view Tam sure will commend iteelf to 
You. And when it does come before the Building Acts 
Contmmittee I do not think it will come up against a cloned: 
door, As far as I car assess the temperament of the Com= 
mittee, they are desirous of having building bye-laws in 
London which will serve both private and public interests 
to the fullest possible extent, ‘There are 
raised by Mr, Daubney in his paper which are continually. 
coming up before us there as to theit desirability ; and T 
think there is a very general disposition on the part ot the 
Committee to meet these points which were raised, par- 
nereed its aimed by Raisin and 2, We have 
always felt how absurd it is wee mi 
delightful lay-outs. Pens ceonet ert 

When you come to the matter of high buildings, the 
Building Acts Committee is confronted by the fact that the 
Profession has a divided voice on the matter. 1 would 
fot say the London County Couneil has determined thete 
shall not be higher buildings ; but when these questions. 
come up before the Building Acts Committee, they know 
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many in the profession are against it, and there is the great 
difficulty that any allowance at the present time must be 
tan exceptional allowance in a particular case. And. it 
must not be forgotten that when you sre dealing with 
building, and you have enactments which affect both the 
disposition of land and the structure which may be put 
upon it, you are dealing with many interests, Every 
man who has land wants to get all he can out of every 
foot, and he wants to put on it what will bring him the 
best return, Hence every exception which is made has 
some sort of money valuc, and that is a matter about 
which the Building Acts Committee feel a great difficulty, 
‘They are very much tied by the feeling that if they depart 
from the bye-laws as they are laid down and lend them- 
selves to exceptions, they are establishing precedents on 
fone hand, while on the other hand they are laying them- 
selves open to the possibility of complaint from people 
‘who have not hit the psychological moment in which to 
fet an exception granted to them. Tam sure they would 
welcome any proponal, and it would have to go, little 
beyond the broad principles which Sir Henry Tanner 
referred to, Any proposals which will be accep! 
with regard to higher buildings will have to be of a fairly 
detailed character, because our difficulty at present is that 
of finding a general principle which should govern us. 
Everybody who has got into a street position where he has 
more than average light and air thinks that is an abso- 
utely sound. reason for giving him two or three more 
storoya in height, which means that the financial advantoge 
he derives from the possession of the site in the first 
place is still further enhanced. 1 do not speak dogs 
‘matically on the matter, but I think if any policy is ever 
beaten out by which people are allowed to depart very 
considerably from a sort of normal standard of height, 
it will have to be accompanied by a measure which will 
not allow the full economical advantage of that course to 
pass to the person who is lucky enough to have that site. 
was glad to hear remarks, by more than one member 
here, as f0 the relationship between our profession and the 
officials at the London County Council. I think one very 
reat advantage of having official architectural staffs, 
such as there is at the London County Council, is that 
You get « community of interests, and when those officials 
fare presenting their reports to the Building Acts Com- 
mittee, I realise that they are looking. at this matter from 



































the architect’ jint of view, and that they are, as far as 
is possible within the compass of the bye- ndeavour- 
ing to make his way easy. We have to rememb 

both the officials and the Building Acts Commitee are 








enormously pressed ; our agenda usually consists of 
between aco and 300 items, more of less 
Posed to get through that in about a} 
extraordinary testimony to the officals there that they are 
Presented to us in such a way as to enable them to be 
despatched with some measure of consideration. ‘They 
fire presented in their proportion, and they have already 
Bone through some scrutiny. One fecls that if the kind 
of thing desired by Mr. Daubney were really done, you 
ought to have the Building Acts Committee sitting three 
‘or four times a week, particularly if personal access to 
them is desired, as is now the occasional practice. “The 
officials have an enormous amount of work, and the point 
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of these last few remarks is that, if we are to get 1 
matter through, we shall have to put ourselves behind it, 
and do all that we can to simplify the task both of the 
officials of the County Council and of the Building Acts 
Committee, if we want anything like a revision of the 
London Building Acts, 

"This Report, as far as I have tead it and understand it, 
does lay down some general principles and goes into some 
detail, but T am not sure whether, if we desire to see a 
revision of the London Building’ Acts in a measurable 
time, we shall not have to go further than this and get 
‘out a new Bill, and dish this up for the Building Acts 
Committee and the officials to the last detail, This will 
take much time. 

join in the expression of thanks to Mr. Daubney of 
‘Mr. Searles-Wood, Mr. Joseph and others for the Report, 
und particularly for his Paper, in which he has made an 
otherwise fairly dry subject very interesting and charming, 
‘and I will now call upon Mr. Daubney to reply. 

Mr. DAUBNEY (in reply): Ihave to thank Mr, 
Searles-Wood and Mr, Delissa Joseph for saying the kind 
things they have about me and the work of the Com~ 
mittee; and you, Sir, and others joined in. But 1 would, 
like to emphasise this : that the work could not have been 
done without the co-operation of the members of the 
Committee ; and if there is any credit to be given to any~ 
body, it should be distributed equally among all. the 
members of the Committee who attended the meetings. 
Twas not sure of the purpose of the absentee members ;. 1 
do not know whether they wished to see which way the 
cat jumped and then make their suggestions afterwards, 
Bur apparently when the work had been done they were 
willing to join in and accept it, 80 that we have at the 
present time some kind of a united fecling with regard 
toit. [know that on the Committee there were many who 
were members of the Council, and T can understand why 
they were away, because they, had the final opportunity 
of considering the Report, ‘They gave a tremendous 
amount of time to it; as already mentioned, they gave 
a whole afternoon to it, and examined every word and 
every paragraph in it, 

‘There are one or two points which have been mentioned. 
to-day. A suggestion was made about cleaning the fronts 
of houses. I think that in Paris it is the law that fronts 
have to be cleaned once every ten years, and an order is 
xziven that certain sections or certain streets have to be 
‘leaned at that time, so that the building trade concen- 
trates on that part of the town, 

‘The suggestion has been made in regard to the height 
of buildings that perhaps the Fine Arts Commission. is 
not ehe right body to attend to that matter, but that all 
front elevations should be controlled, 1 do not know 
any individual or body with the time or the knowledge to 
attend to every frontage in London. As perhaps members 
know, at present there are in London something like 

000) miles of street frontages. If every elevation is to 
‘attended to, that seems a hopeless task. But if the 
few buildings in London which are attempted to be raised 
above the statutory height only have to be dealt with, one 
thinks that the Fine Arts Commission would not be over- 
tasked. At present there are not many buildings in 
London over 8o feet in height, so the demand is not 
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very great. I'do not know how many have been put up 
within the last few years—[The Chairman : Seven]—but 
prior to to05 I had a share in making an enquiry through- 
‘out London, and I think I discovered there were not more 
than 60 or 70 buildings which exceeded 80 tect, and they 
‘were prominent buildings which most of us here know. 

‘A suggestion has been made with regard to future 
progress. May Ibe allowed to say, on behalf of the Com- 
mittee, that I think they are prepared to continue and to 
' great deal of attention to the final development of 
this matter? It has already been suggested in the Report 
that, of coarse, the points raised are not in final form but 
that's considerable amount of care and attention will have 
to be given to the proposals, so that they may be in such 
1 form ws can be laid before, say, a Parliamentary Com- 
mittee, ‘The object of the Report was-to get definite 
ideas afloat, and to put the matter in such a way that at 
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least all the members of the Institute can understand the 
points. When the points have thus been understood and 
accepted, then the rough-and-tumble work of altering, 
amending, and making consequential amendments in the 
law can be adequately carried on, and so a final scheme 
brought forward. I can speak for the Committee as well 
as for myself when I say they are agreeably surprised to 
find such a consensus of opinion. I do not think the 
‘Committee ure concerned very muich about the srnaliness 
of the attendance. We have the view that the Report 
hhas the approval of the majority of the members in 
London, otherwise we feel sure there would have been a 
lange opposition at the present moment, 

Personally, 1 would like to thank members, and to, 
thank the Council, for the kind way in which they have 
accepted this matter, and I only hope that it will, in the 
speedy future, bear ample fruit. 








Registration 


SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING 
‘THE PRESIDENT (MR. J. ALFRED GOTCH) IN THE CHAIR 


A Special General Meeting of the Royal Institute was 
held on July 7th for the purpose of confirming the 
Resolutions which were passed by the requisite majority 
at a Special General Meeting on the 17th June (Mr. 
J. Alfred Gotch), the President, in the chair. 

‘The PRESIDENT : This is a Special General Meeting 
summoned for the purpose of confirming the following 
resolutions, which were passed by the requisite majority 
ata Special General Meeting held on Tuesday, June 17th, 
1924. If it is the desire of the meeting, I will ask the 
Scerctary to read those resolutions ; but, otherwise, T 
think we are fully acquainted with the substance of them, 
and unless the reading of them is specially desired, we 
‘will take them as read. 


‘The PRESIDENT : I will, from the chair, move that 
these resolutions be confirmed, 

Professor BERESFORD PITE [F]: I take it that, 
moving from the chair, you do not need a seconder ? 

‘The PRESIDENT :| No. 

Professor BERESFORD PITE: Under those cir- 
cumstances, I yenture to take the opportunity, which 
Twas prevented by an accident from taking before, of 
saying a word or two on one point only. "The point 1 
wish to make is simply this: That Iam wholly in favour 
of Unification, but it seems to me that the inclusion in 
the Agreement of Clause 6—which is the only clause in 

to—will defeat the very purpose 
at which you are aiming ; it will defeat the unification 
of the profession. OF course, the Agreement proceeds 
fon a-statement in the Preamble where we read that 
“whereas there are no longer any serious differences 

ii architects with regard to Registration, 
it proceeds upon that assumption, upon that opinis 




















and I venture to suggest—I only suggest it in justification 


of my own objection—that that is not true, I say that 
there are still serious differences of opinion on the subj 
‘of Registration. Indeed, those differences are bound to 
become manifest and are bound to be expressed. Within 
the ranks of the Institute and within the ranks of the 
Society of Architects those differences may be trivial : 
I represent them within the Institute, But please re- 
member that outside the Institute and outside the 
Society of Architects there are a large number of impor= 
tant men who ought to be included in any scheme of 
Unification. “Tt always has been so in the history of this 
Institute; there have been certain men whose personal 
feelings have been rather averse to the organisation 
of the profession, and we have never bean able to dis 
regard them. ‘Thirty years ago the most distinguished 
architects in the profession were outside the Institute, 
and—I have not the document before me—I remember, 
very clearly, an impressive Memorial in 1891 presented 
to the Institute on the subject. We will not go back to 
892, but the spirit which always directs artists to liberty. 
ismullin existence and isetillacive. "This Institute cannot 
shut its eyes to the fact that there is a body of 
influential opinion which meets to discuse architectural 
problems periodically at the Art Workers’ Guild, and 
you have taken no account of them at all. If you wanted 
to take a count, you would find nearly all of them are 
strongly opposed to the idea of Registration. ‘Therefore, 
1 suggest that the statement in the Preamble is not the 
fact, and that if you wish Unification, you had better 
‘omit that, delete it, and you vill get Unification if you 
do not tie it up with that which is bound to secure 
disunion and discord in Registration. 

I need not say anything more ; a statement of fact is 
all Tam here to-day to give expression to. ‘The reasoas 
for it, of course, can be stated at length. I do not 
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think you ean be unconscious of them, and I do not think 
you can say they are of no account to the art of archi- 
tecture. Every effort to make of the profession a close 
profession, to tie up the exercise of the art of architecture 
to those who are registered in this Institute is a false 
position fora Society like ours to take up. I earnestly 
hope I shall effectively endeavour to present this view 
when the time comes for the Institute to say that this 
preamble is a fact and that the profession are unanimous. 
It would be interesting for the members of the Institute 
to look up their records, and to find that in the year 
1904 Sir Aston Webb, who was then President, expressed 
his deep repugnance to the idea. With great skill and 
tact he dealt with the then current difficulties, and said 
hhe was willing to wait and seek whatever means there might 
he to put an end to them ; and he dealt wisely with the 
question of education. It would be unwise for me to 
rely on Sir Aston Webb's opinion to-day in his absence, 
but T suggest that in the year 1904 he said this was an 
idea repugnant to every artist. And it is on that ground 
alone I venture to press upon the Institute that Unifica~ 
tion cannot be accomplished if it is associated with 
tration. 

Te will be only open for me, Sir, to vote: against this 
Agreement, but I should venture to suggest that if you 
Put the Agreement clause by clause, T should have the 
‘opportunity of voting for every one of the clauses except 
Clause No. 6 

Major H.C. CORLETTE [FJ ; Is itnot the ease that 
So far as the present meeting is concemed, we haye no 
option whatever with regard to amendments ; we either 
accept these three resolutions as a whole, or we reject 
them and block the whole scheme? That being the 
fase, although I have some views myself with regard to 
the drafting of the Charter and the Bye-laws, I think it 
is the business of all of us to take the resolutions asa 
Whole to-day, It may be difficult to arrange amend- 
ments later, but I do not suppose I am the only one 
‘iho feels there is room for amendment in some matters 
ef detail. But as we can only accept or reject the whole 
of the Charter and Bye-laws and the Agreements, T hope 
that this meeting to-day will unanimously accept what 
Wehave before us, And if it is possible, if it is desirable, 
to make small amendments to improve the matter later, 
1 hope some way will be found, although we cannot 
‘make amendments to-day. 

‘The PRESIDENT : Gentlemen, if you are prepared, 
1 will put these resolutions. It is clearly understood, 
‘We are informed by our Solicitor, we have no option 
about amendments, we have either to confirm or reject, 
‘The resolution which I have to move from the chair 
4s, that these resolutions which were formerly passed 
be now confirmed. (One voted against.) ‘That is 
‘carried by a considerable majority. (Laughter.) 

Sit JOHN SIMPSON: On a point of order, Sir, 
does that motion from the chair require a seconder ? 

‘The PRESIDENT : No. ‘These resolutions, gentle- 
‘men, are confirmed. On behalf of those concerned, 
I beg to thank you for your attendance this afternoon, 
and to say there is no further business to transact. 

Mr. GEORGE HUBBARD [F.]: I want to propose 
cordial vote of thanks to our President. He has had a 
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‘most difficult task before him, and he has carried this 
difficult business through to a most happy conclusion. 
T hope you will join with me in thanking him for his 
assistance, and for the way in which he has presided 
here this afternoon. 

Mr. BUTLER WILSON [F] (Leeds): I hope J 
may be allowed to second this vote, as representing the 
Leeds and West Yorkshire Society. We tke a great 
interest in this matter, and your President did us the 
‘honour of coming to our Annual Dinner, for which also 
we thank him. 

‘The vote was carried bby acclamation and the President 
briefly responded. 


REGISTRATION, 
THE R.LBA. AND ‘THE SOCIETY OF 
ARCHITECTS, 

At the Special General Mecting on 17 June, it was 
decided that a Post-card Poll should be arranged 0 a8 to 
enable all members in the United Kingdom to record 
their votes either for or against the three Resolutions 
passed at that meeting, 

‘The post-cards, together with a report of the discussion 
fon 17 June, were sent out to all members in the United 
Kingdom on 20 June with a request to complete and return 
them by 5 July. 

Mr. Frink Woodward [4] was nominated by the 
Chairman of the * Defence League" to assist in counting 
and recording the vores. 

‘On Monday, 7 July, all the post-cards which had been 
received were handed to Mr. Woodward and were then 
examined and counted with the following results = 

2,791 posteatds were sent out. 
1979 postcards were returned. 

OF these 1,712 were in favour of the Resolutions, 267 
were against the Resolutions. 

Five postcards were unsigned, and were, therefore, not 


included in the count. 
Frank Wooowarp [4] 
Tan MacAListen: 








FIRE OFFICES COMMITTEE RULES, 

Itis perhaps not known to all architects that the ‘Tariff 
Insurance Companies have a Standing Committee, known 
as the Fire Offices Committee, who have drawn up rules 
dealing with the construction of buildings, fire-fighting, 
appliances, etc,, which rules are issued in pamphlet form, 
Compliance with these rules will ensure substantial rebates 
off insurance preiniums. A set of these rules has been 
presented to the Royal Institute by the Fire Offices Com= 
mittee, ‘They comprise the following matters :— 

1, Fire-resiating construction of buildings in four standards 
(with special rules for certain textile factories) and rules cover- 
ing fireresisting glazing. 5 ‘ 

4. Fire-fightingappliances such as extincteurs and sprinklers, 

3. Construction and fixing of " fireproof” doors. 

} Automatic fire alarms. 

$ Anifical lighting. 

Section I. 
Fire Resisting Construction. 

‘There are four standards of construction applying to 
buildings in general, and a special standard dealing with 

















578 


certain textile factories. ‘These standards are similar ja 
form to Boilding Bye-laws, and specify n detail materials 
of construction and design. 

Standard 1, compliance with which ensures the greatest 
rebates, forms the basis for the other three standards 
which permit of greater laticade of construction and design, 
"The requirements touch upon height and cubical pacity 
Of the building, thickness and construction of the wall, 
floors and roof and the size and design of the windows 
and glazing. ‘The floor and roof coverings, the sie of 
tpenings in Boor, protection of lift and belt shaft, ete, 
thd rasaos of separating into separate building rik ars 
ho dealt with," Special equirements are formulated for 
reinforced concrete buildings. 

Secrios HI. 
Fire Fighting Appliances. 

“The fire extincteur rules specify the construction of 
the fitings and the natureof the contents, Lists are pub- 
linet of the makers whowe fing comply with these 
rales. 

‘Special rules are formed to cover the use of foam-pro- 
ducing appliances fr ol fies. 2 

‘Spruce installations are subject to an elaborate set of 
rules comprising the following ?— 

(@) A description of what buildings or portions of buildings 
must be proteced, 

i) "ike construction and lay-out of the fstallatons, 

(The proonon  be made tn pec es 

"The ature and capacity ofthe water 
to which the buildings protected are casutied Into standard. 
3A specication of pumps or oder apparatun required 
‘Special rule relatiog to theatre, 
{fucose eng armas 
) ules for instalation Sf external drenchers. 
Steriox IIT. 
* Bineproof " Doors and Shutters. 

Rules are laid down governing the detiled construction 

of fireproof " doors, shutters and compartments 
Section 1V. 
Fire Alarms. 

Rules covering the installation offre alarms standardized 
sccording to the nature ofthe fire-fighting facilities avall- 
thle, The desig, constewctionand lay-out ofthe spparatis 
fae dealt with tn detal, the various systema on the market 
fing covered by special rules, A form of warranty and 
ettitcate of compliance are given with particulars of the 
fre-etingepptances—publcandpivae—whiciabould 








Section V. 

fats nee carbide 

of calcium, et, and electric light, but are framed mainly 
to cover private generating plants, 

‘The rales are assiduously kept up to date. They are 
See 
tencrally complait crecting inforina- 
five suygestions for or approval of projected scheme, and 
the tariff companies are notoriously chary about quoting 
rates on assumptive propositions. 
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sto the F.0.C. have been unable or unwilling to 
these rules before the notice of property owners oF 
architects, but now copies of the pamphlets are available 
to members of the Institute. 

“They are of great interest to the profession as a know- 
ledge of these rules will effect great savings, not only in the 
initial outlay on the buildings and installations, but also 
as regards the insurance premiums. 

Paacivat. M. Fraser [F]. 





‘THE PRESERVATION OF BUILDING STONE 
BY WATERPROOFING. 
By Percy May, D.Sc. (Lonp,), F.LC,, Consuirine 
Cust, 

‘The preservation of building stone is u subject to which 
considerable attention is now being given, as is shown by 
the formation of a Stone Preservation Committee of the 
Building Research Board. ‘The report of this committee 
will be eagerly looked forward to, and meanwhile some 
interesting work on the waterproofing of stones has recent- 
ly been published in America by the U.S. Bureau of Stan- 
dards (Technological Paper, No. 248, by D. W, Kesiler). 
‘A description is given of the different colourless water 
proofing materials used, which in general consisted of 
paraffins, tung oil, aluminium soaps, and resinous mate= 
tials dissolved in light mineral solvents. ‘These were ap 
plied to diffrent specimens of limestone und , 
‘after exposure to the weather for varying periods the 
results were tested in the laboratory. ‘The stones used were 
limestone from Indiana and sandstone from Ohio, both of 
‘varying degrees of porosity, and it was found that stones 
having close textures were more difficult 
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as water= 
roofing agents, neither are aqueous solutions designed to 
react chemically with the stone, nor aqueous solutions re= 
‘acting with one another to form an insoluble substance i 
the pore ofthe stone. In general, materials which gave 
the highest waterproofing values produced the most dis- 
coloration, the amount being proportional to the porosity 
‘of the stones. ‘These discolorations decrease on exposure 
to the weather, and ultimately they ae compensated fOr 

the treatment tends to prevent the accumu 
lation of dirt on the surface of the stone. 








Pe ‘Tue Brrrisn Scuoot ar Rome. 
it John Simpson, K.B-E. [F}, has been re-appointed to 
represent the RLLB.A. for a further period of three years 


‘on the Council of the British School at Rome. 


if Sage stery aera ASsociaTion. 

ir. H. D. Searles-Wood [F.] and +. Percival M. 
Frasr[Ftave been ro-oppatsed a repracnnsier atiie 
Rip. Commitee 


‘upon the Standing ‘on Water 
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Westminster Hall Roof 


AN INSTRUCTIONAL MODEL. 


In the Jourwat, of 1x November 1922 we published a 
brief account of a model composed of loose blocks of 
‘oak designed by Mr. William Harvey, in order to analyse 
the functions of the great timbers in Westminster Hall 
roof and indicate the line of thought on structural prob- 
lems which led the medivval designers to the achievement 
of this magnificent construction. ‘The author of the model 
has now adapted it for the use of lecturers and students, by 
enclosing it in a specially designed case which permits of 
its erection, without the slightest trouble, in a moment, 
and obviates the necessity of the careful handling that was 
formerly required in building up the model block by block. 
‘Onice the ease is opened the model stands by virtue of the 
compression and balance of its loose blocks and indicates 
how the great timbers of the roof, built to the order of 
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Fic. 1.—All principal timbers in position. Al 
ble, the model is erected by simply opening th 


Richard 11 in his Palace at Westminster, must have been 
expected to act when designed by Hugh Herland, the 
King’s carpenter. ‘The medisval constructional science of 
the control of arch thrusts is made tangible in the model, 
for by its use the state of balance can be not only seen but 
felt. ‘The marvellous precision with which the lines of 
Pressuire were directed upon their supports could hardly 
have been expressed no clearly and vo forebly by anyother 
means, (Fig. 1.) 

‘The same mode! is adapted to show how this greatest of 
Gothic hammer-beam roofs came to be designed before 
(as far as can be ascertained) any roofs of 











hhad been erected across smaller spans. ‘The accumulated 
experience of 309 years of experiment in arch construction 
seems to have been applied to the problem of roofing 
1 hall 69 feet wide without resorting to the use either of 
tie-bars or of intermediate supports. 

‘The King’s carpenter must have carefully studied the 
possibilities of the existing Norman roof of the hall in the 
light of the superior science of his own time, and have 
resolved to dispense in his new work with the support that 
had been afforded by gigantic posts rising from the floor 
of the hall, He would introduce instead an arch-rib span- 
ning the whole width of the hall and supported upon stone 
corbels to be placed forthe purpose midway up the height of 
the walls (Fig. 2). At the same time he seems 
realised that certain of the old timbers occupied 
in which they could be made to perform the function of 
bbrackets. In his new work he set himself to weave bracket 
and arch together in a manner that would compel each of 
these structural devices to aid the other to the greatest 
possible extent not only in bearing the load but in 
directing and managing the thrust (Fig. 3). ‘The processes 
can be followed step by step by building up the model with 
the posts provided but without wall-posts, urch-ribs or 
struts. Even with the posts representing the main supports 
of the Norman roof in position, a considerable thrust at 
the wall top is recognisable. Stability is. somewhat im 
proved by the insertion of the blocks representing the wall~ 
posts (Fig, 4), and the structure is altogether transformed 
by the introduction of the lower parts of the great arch- 
ribs (Fig, 5). ‘The stability of the structure is now so far 
assured that the pressures are conducted down the wall 
posts through the corbels and applied to the walls, not at 
their summits, but at far safer points much nearer to the 
ground. ‘The blocks representing in the model the upper 
parts of the side walls can now be removed and the model 
stands with its line of pressure obviously and tangibly 
acting ashas been just described, 

“The action of the model is in strict accordance with that 
of the great roof itself, where evidences exist of the con= 
structors’ pride in theit mastery of arch-thrusts. Only one 
new flying buttress seems to have been erected on each 
side of the hall to serve a pair of oak trusses, thus leaving 
alternate trusses unbuttressed and supported by a wall 
‘whose thickness only approximated to one-tenth of the 
span, Further evidence of absolute confidence in the 
thrust management may be recognised in the continued 
use of the Norman walls already at that time 300 years old, 
and the omission to fil in cavities in these walls where @ 
Norman mural gallery had existed, although these cavities 
occur at the back of the wall posts receiving the weight and 
thrust of the roof. Evidence that the Norman roof had 
exercised considerable thrust is to be seen in the outward 
bow of these long side walls of the hall and in the greater 
thickness of packing required in the centre of their length 
to make a fair face at the time of Richard II's renovation, 
‘The avoidance of outward thrust at the wall top is seen, 
in the hall, where shrinkage, decay, and rocking move- 
























































F1o. 2.—The application of the arch thrust to the wall 
at corbel level in demonatrated by the removal of the 
‘Mocks representing the upper parts of the wally, 
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4—The historical evolution of the design from Fic. s.—Hinorical evolution of structural design eon: 
orman Roof of the Hall supported by tinued by the introduction of the great arch rib Towent 
age corbels and wall posts inserted. segment and the removal of posts 
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‘ments in the timbers have lifted the wall ends of the ham= 
mer-beams one inch off their bearings, so that the balance 
of the structure was such that it tended to relieve the wall 
top of both weight and pressure which could not be safely 
applied at this dangerous height. ‘That the thrust did 
actually enter the wall in a slanting direction at the corbel 
level was proved by the fact that the broken end of x corbel 
‘was found pinned to the wall and prevented from falling 
by the pressure alone, 

By erecting the model with the blocks representing the 
lower curved struts in position instead of those showing 
the great arch-rib, the useful bracket function of the struts 
can be demonstrated, and by a similar process of removal 
and substitution the constructional value of every timber 
can be ascertained, so that the student is enabled to assure 
himself that every timber, without exception, in Hugh 
Herland’s masterpiece is « veritable contribution either to 
bearing strength or to the control of thrust, or is valuable 
in performing both these functions. 

imultaneously each timber took its place in a definitely 
proportioned artistic scheme, constructional and sesthetic 
considerations being blended together with the same con 
summmate skill that had been shown in adapting some ele. 
ments of Norman building practice to take their part in a 
lite fourteenth century scheme, A great deal of controver- 
sial and contradictory matter has been spoken and written 
about the roof of Westminster Hall and the nature of the 
structural science underlying its design and construction 
A more valuable instructive exercise ean hardly be im- 
agined than to follow the propositions advanced by various 
writers until reference to the action of the model reveals 
their correctness or absurdity. 

Westminster Hall roof seems to have embodied the 

itome of mediveval building science in England, and Mr. 
vey's model in clearly expressing its practices enun- 
ites more vigorously than many words would be capable 
of doing the theory held in common by carpenters and 
‘masons of the period. Without having recourse to tech~ 

ical Language it sets forth these things in a manner intel- 
Ugible to all who are interested in the thoughts and acts 
builders in the " days when men knew how to 


Allied Societies 


SINGAPORE SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS. 


At the Annual General Meeting of the Singapore 
tothe 





































gata said 
‘ety may be congratulated upon the 
“The Society is bow, afer u year’s 
growth, in an established position ns the recornised 
architectural body in Singapore, A good deal of work has 
been done during the past year. ‘The Society has been 
formed from a nucleus of eleven original members, all 
members of the Royal Institute. The Society was then 
afiliated to the Royal Institute of British Architects, and 
the rules have been revised with the object of obtaining an 
Ordinance of Incorporation, and ultimately registration 
for the profession in Singapore. 

His Excellency the Governor consented to become 
Patron of the Society, and we have the support of the 
other influential gentiemen in Singapore as Honorary 


first successful year 
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Members, who will be able to advance the interests of the 
profession, 

One exhibition of drawings has been held, and we hope 
etnies exhibitions will be held under the auspices of 
the Society. 

‘The Society's help has been solicited in the revision of 
the Local Building By-laws, and the Society's Journal is 
how in being. 

‘The Society has now a membership of 51, and is in a 
very strong financial posit having a credit balance of 
more than $600 on the year’s working. 

My thanks are due to the members and officers of the 
Society, who have so loyally supported me in my position 
as President, and who have, by their unremitting: Laoxass 
is ‘ingapore Society of Architects as the 
‘in matters architectural at Singapore 

Itmay be complained that little has yet been achieved, 
but I would recognise this initial and valuable pioneer 
ide work in unprospected land, which has been under- 
taken and carried out by the Committees and officers of 
the Society. ‘The preparation of the new rules was a task 
of considerable magnitude and, in my opinion, reflects 
great credit upon those engaged upon it. 

I would like to commend the efforts of the Assistant 
Hon, Secretary in producing the Journal of the Society, 
which I consider is a very valuable vehicle for the expres 
sion of architectural views, 

One of the objects of the Society has undoubtedly 
been achieved during the past year in the facilitatis 
of friendly intercourse between local architects This, b 
feel sure, has led to a better understanding and « closer 
and more amiable association among the members of the 
profession,” 

‘The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 

President: W. Campbell Oman [1 Vice-President : 
Denis Santry ; Hon. Secretary : Oscar Wilson ; Hon T' 

» Wong. Council (in addition to. the fo 
‘bens, A. Gordon [4], L. Langdon 









































NEW 


DIRECTOR OF ‘THE VICTORIA AND 
ALBERT MUSEUM. 

Mr. Eric R, D. Maclgan, C.B.E,, has been appointed 
to miccced Sir Cecil Harcourt Smith as Director and 
Secretary of the Victoria and Albert Museum at South 
Kensington, Mr, Macligan has been on the South 
Kensington staff since 1905 and Deputy Keeper of the 
Department of Architecture and Sculpture since 1921 
During the war Mr, Maclagan was attached to the 
Foreign Office and later to the Ministry of Information, 
and he wat later appointed head of the Bureau in Pats, 
In 1919 he was attached to the Press Section of the British 
Peace Delegation in Paris, He is an Officer de lInstruc- 
tion Publique (France) ; and was one of the Secretaries 
of the English Section at the Congrés d'Histoire de Art 
in Paris in r921. Mr. Maclagan has travelled in Western 
and Central Europe and has a considerable acquaintance 
with Continental museums and their directors. He has 
contributed papers to the Burlington Magazine and the 
Journal of the Society of Antiquaries, mostly on ivories, 
fon which he is an authority. He is the son of Dr. 
‘Maclagan, late Archbishop of York. As an old member 
of the South Kensington staff Mr. Maclagan's appoint- 
ment has been especially welcomed by his colleagues, 
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Obituary 


E, SWINFEN HARRIS [F}. 

Some three weeks ago, 28 May, the death of Edward 
Swinfen Harris, F.R.LB.A., retired, took place at his 
residence, Stony Stratford, Bucks, after a long and at 
times painful illness. 

Born in July 1841, at the old Vicarage house, Stony 
Stritford, the son of a well-known. local solicitor, he 
lived, practised and died in his native town. Edward 
‘Swinfen Harris showed at an early age his fondness for 

i id loved, and, 















Articles 
struck out for himself, sharing London offices with the 
Inte Clement Dowling and P. Richard Fi RBA, 
but working almost entirely 

in these early days that his best and most 
work was designed and executed, consisting 
churches and domestic work erected in his native county 
of Buckingham and in Oxford, Hedford and Dorset and 
the West. 

He was appointed about 1880 to the County Surveyor- 
ship of North Bucks, which position he held for many 
years, serving the County Authority with considerable 
distinction 















nig this period that the writer became hin 
only pupil, and what this pupilage was to both master 
find pupil is reflected in the fact that a friendship was 
formed: which lasted for life, As to the writer so it 
‘war with all who had the pleasire of knowing Edward 
Swinfen Harris, A man ever ready to extend counsel 
and advice, one who being an enthusiast had a way about 
him of creating enthusiasm in others. 

"A great reader and traveller, a strenuous worker, an 
archiwalogist and herald of no mean degree, » delightful 
Companion, a lover of everything connected with the 
Gothic atyle is the best description in few words of the 
man as 1 knew him, ‘ 

“Among his chief works are a mansion and vicarage at 
Maids. Moreton, houses in Buckingham and Stony 
Stratford, additions to Tickford Abbey, two very fine 



















houses Influenced by French work at Newport Pagnell, 
and a charming residence on Lake Windermere, and 
many additions to the churches round Stony Stratford, 





A, Hanox Ryan ‘Testson (F) 





NOTES FROM THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL 
MEETING, 23 JUNE 1924. 
‘Ancutrecrs aND BUILDERS, 

‘The Practice Standing Committee were authorised to 
arrange for periodical meetings of an informal character 
etween representative architects and builders to discuss 
‘matters of interest to both, 

‘Tun Grazixa or Wixnows IN ANctENT BuILDINos. 

‘The Art Standing Committee were authorised to ap- 
point two members to represent the R.LB.A. at a Con- 
ference summoned by the Society for the Protection of 
‘Ancient Buildings to discuss the glazing of windows in 
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ancicnt buildings, particularly with regard to the following 
points = 

1. The repair and protection of ancient glass, 

2, 'To discuss and attempt to arrive at some general 
conclusion with regard to putting new stained glass into 
old windows. 











Dorarion o7 Sesion. 

Under the provisions of By-Law 56 it was Resolved 
that the Session 1923-1924 be prolonged from 30 June 
1924 until 2 November 1924. 

Royal. Comission ow Fine Bricanes ax Fini 
PRevieetion 

It was decided to notify the Home Office that the 
R.LB,A. und its Allied Societies are in general agreement 
with the recommendations of the Royal Commission on 
Fire Brigades and Fire Prevention. 

Phoressionat. Conpuct. 

‘Two members were censured for professional advertise~ 

‘ment by means of cireulirs, 


INTERNATIONAL, CONGRESS ON ARCHI- 
‘TECTURAL EDUCATION, 

The Executive Committee for the Congress 
desire to draw attention to the exhibition of work 
of Schools of Architecture which will be held in 
connection with the Congress. About fifty schools 
in Great Britain, the British Dominions and forei 
countries will participate, and in view of the 
large number of exhibits it has been found neces 
sary to obtain the use of Devonshire House and 
Grosvenor House, in addition to the galleries of 
the R.LB.A. ‘The Exhibition will be a remarkable 
example of the work done in Schools of Archi~ 
tecture all over the world and should prove of very 
great interest to all architects. 

In Devonshire House, Piccadilly, there will be 
exhibits from the schools in Great Britain and the 

Dominions, together with a selection of 
drawings prepared by R.IB.A, prize-winners. 
While in Grosvenor House the work of schools 
abroad will be shown. 

‘The R.L.B.A. galleries will contain a selection of 
work done at the British and French schools and 
the American Academy at Rome, and there will 
also be an exhibition of educational books and 
equipment, 

‘The exhibition will be open from 28 July to 
2 August inclusive from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily. 

Tickets of membership of the Congress, price 
108. 6d., to include admission to the exhibition, 
catalogues, and a copy of the Congress Book of 
Proceedings, may be obtained from the Secretary, 


Board of Architectural Education, 9 Conduit 
Street. 
































12 July 1924 
Notices 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS, 1 Decramen 1924. 

‘Associates who are eligible and desirous of transferring 
to the Fellowship class are reminded that if they wish to 
take advantage of the election to take place on 1 December 
1924, they should send the necessary nomination forms 
tothe Secretary not later than 4 October. 


EXHIBITION OF ORIGINAL DRAWINGS BY SIR 
CHARLES BARRY AND JAMES BROOKS. 

An exhibition of perspective and working drawings of 
the architectural works of James Brooks, including his 
competition drawings of Liverpool Cathedral, and of the 
Houses of Parliament by Sir Charles Barry, which have 
recently come into the possession of the Institute, is on 
view in the Gallery of the R.LB.A. until the 16 July, 
between the hours of 10 und 6 p.m. (Saturday 1 p.m.), 


The Examinations 


INTERMEDIATE, 
‘The Intermediate Examination, qualifying for reyistra- 
tion as Student R.LB.A., was held in London and 
Leeds from 23 to 29 May, Of the 65 candidates who 
presented themselves, 26 passed and 39 were relegated 
The successful candidates were as follows, the nat 
being given in order of merit as placed by the Examiner 
Touasien: Wattiant Janes (P., 1933], 18, Frayne Ro 
Ashton Park, Bristol. 
Snoung: Wittias Gronor [P,, ror), 5, Bayne Road, 
_._ Beckingham, 8.8.26, 
Won + Hiner Tost (P., 1932), 53, Ffordd Estyn, Garden 
Village, near Wrexham. 
Trton Fneowmice Chanias (P1924), 5, St, Hilla Ro 
tone, 
Dicwerrs: Hawn Janus (P,, i921], 24, Fivetsh Rondy 
Northileet, Kent. 

Tourer: Bissaa tanta [P, 1033}, $6, Station Road, 
Harrow, Middlesex, 
Saunoins='Gronax Sunt [P., roar], 38, Louis Street, 

Chapeltown, Leeds. 
Carin! Prnan Gronor Jerry [P:, 1932), The Red Cottage, 
__. Peppard Road, Caversharn, 7 if 
Wana: Reatxatn Vicron (P.. 1920}, 34, Wilmount Street, 
Sen Ecos 1h sgn, * Coie 
(AN t Fiusik Lown Jaws [P., 1923}, * Crest House, 
Putney Bridge Roa, S.W1s. 
Swauust:‘Tenmven Walzim (2, 1923), 46, Wingfield Road, 
say hfonbridae. Wilts. i 
Gnocerr: Gronok [P., 1922), 15, Parkfield Street, Whitworth 
Park, Manchester, 
Duwvin: 'Saatnt, Rotax (P., 1923), 20, Richmond Mount, 






















Worcester, 

ArvurcaTi(: ‘THowas Wutsiam [P., 1920), 7, Cromwell 
‘Road, ‘Teddington, Middlesex. 

Bnown: Hixny [P., 1920], 18, Central Road, Blackpoo!. 

Cinmempaue: Faaxx [P,, 1924], 10, Ash Grove, Otley, 
forks, 

¢ Wivenep Suispam {P,, 1922], 14, Christchurch 

Road, Streatham Hill, S.W.2, 
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Daveyeour: Nonant Eamux (P, 1921], 37, Queen's Gate, 

Goer: Anciimaty Witttas [P., 1920], 48, Bertram Ron, 
Manningham, Bradford. 


Hasusox : Farpimicx Cuxvne Sar [P., 1014], Ash Road , 
‘Quebec, Co. Durham. 

Hasniss : Avo Daxuel, Arrien [P., 1920], 16, Sampson 
Road, Sparkbrook, Birmingham. 

Prrren: Grorrney Wiutiast Rowiss (P, 193i}, clo Cecil 
HL Hignet, Bag, Croft" Lane, Norton, Letchworth, 
lerts, 

Raxpur; Fuepauc Liowtt (P., 1923], 76, Viearage Road, 
‘Smethwick, Staffs 

Srawam-Sorrii: Enc [P,, 1920], 76, Limhurst Road, 
Reading, Berks. 


‘THE FINAL AND SPECIAL. 


‘The Final and Special Examinations, qualifying for 
candidature as Associate R.LB.A., were held in London 
from 12 to 19 June. Of the 35 candidates admitted 
(six of whom took Part I only, and one, Part II only, 
having elected, in accordance with the regulations, to 
take the Examination in two parts) 13 passed (two in 
Part I only) and the remaining 22 were relegated. ‘The 
successful candidates are as follows : 

Bineowan: Cavasy Kangrosime [Special], Lucas Square, 
66, Hampstead Way, NW. ie 
nag STANLEY Laven (8, 192], 16, Base 
eet, Wy 
+ Joux Parwic [Special], Norvie, Hibernix Road, 
Hounslow, W. 

tre: Cuasias Hurry (8. 190t}, 6, Rutland Park 
‘Mansions, Cricklewood, NAW-2. 
Camwmunt,:ANCHUALD ALASTAIR ViviAN [Special], 2, 

‘Lansdowne Place, Brunswick Square, W.C.1. 
38, Duckahill, 


Canniess : Sarron Stockroro [5 
Coun: Ronuer Sraxuxy [Special], 24, Chinbrook Road, Grove 

















Bucs 




















‘Northwood, Middlesex, 








Park, S.W. 
Eve: Creu, Gronax Witte (S., 1933], Netherleigh, South 
Notfield, Surre; 
Gmsox : Aura Gonwns (Special), 37, Hinckley Road, 


Tevester, 
Reus EM (Special, Ministry of Finance, Works Depart- 
eat AF i Keen Beliast, ¥ 


ment, 118; 
JOLLISON [Special], Director, Public Works 


Wuisox < antes M 
Department, Iraq, Ba 
1 [S., 1934], $0, Highbury New Park, 

Tonly). 


Buta? Goratsl Moxy 

Ns. (Passed in 

Suansta: Ponsnorrast Lat. [S.. 1924], $0, Highbury New 
Park, Ns. (Passed in Pare I only). 


Competitions 

ALDERSHOT WAR MEMORIAL COMPETITION, 

‘The Competitions Committee desire to call the 
attention of Members and Licentiates to the fact that 
the Conditions of the above Competition are not in 
accordance with the Regulations of the R.I.B.A., and 
that the invitation to submit designs is extended to 
Contractors and Monumental Masons only, Members 
and Licentiates are advised to take no part in the Com- 
petition and to refrain from co-operating with or assisting 
Contractors and Monumental Masons in the preparation 
of designs. 
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Competitions (cr) 


BEXHILL; EXTENSION TO TOWN HALL. 
Members and Licentiates of the Royal Institute of 
wt take part in the above Com= 
petition because the conditions are not in accordance with 
the published Regulations of the Royal Institute for 
‘Architectural Competitions. 








Hannooare : Isrimstany EXTENSION. 
Apply to Mr, Geo. Ballantyne, Secretary, ‘The Infir- 
mary, Harrogate. Deposit, £2 36. Closing date for 
receiving d go September, 1924. Mr. S. D. 
Kitson, E-S.A. [F}, appointed Assessor, Conditions 
approved by the Competitions Committee. 
Giasoow : HicH Scitoot. Pavition. 

Confined to former pupils of the High School of Glas- 
gow. Apply to Mr, Hugh R, Buchanan, Hon, Secretary, 
High School of Glasgow War Memorial Committee, 172, 
St, Vincent Street, Glasgow. Closing date for receiving 
designs, 30 September, 1924. Mr. John Keppie,A.R.S.A. 
{F}, Assessor, 

Cantunat AND Sorssons : Drsiens ron Memorial, 70 710% 
Missino, 

Apply to the Secretary (Works), Imperial War Graves 
Commission, 82, Baker Street, W.1. Conditions ap- 
proved by the Competitions Committee. 


Members’ Column 


APPOINTMENTS WANTED, 

wieraner wanted Good, dravghtenan, 

Used 10, Brntetain works, References 7 
Sihudey RIA o, Condult Street, Wa 

Dk ‘Aystianity public-school, 3 years" articles and colle 

aie, passed LD.A. inte. 

expert: 



























hence in hat clasa U0 
raion kn good anon offic i deer tae 
‘Glanville Goodia, 36 Westra El 


A.RLD.A, aged 0, desis sn 
we iouas clo Seoreany KALBA. 9 
4 

HAN ona Bugaoetof very larg expen ders wt, 
apr, OF eA a ng ae wknd ent hd 
stint” pan aig ond a 


vey 
Abo level apace Wingo take charge JO 
Te i srclary Raha Cond Se, 


W. 
WORKING ARRANGEMENT ON MUTUAL TERMS. 
Lateeriate RBA, London, close to West End, reticed, workin 
aid, eaites to tet x "Archiet for asking atnge™ 
tai desea tert, Good opportunity and oMien a 





tion, 
Eowdult 




















Thent on mutual, ters. : cecum: 
Fae Rply Box 7724, c70 The Secretary, RADA. 9 Conduit 
‘Street, Wore 
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Azer i i Gir ea 
_fonmuniaerae t eremiamaeees 
SE el 
Sareea ne nee 
Srreece ey en 
Ps at the Government rate of exchange, which Is at present 
Mere ene eee! 
Sateen oe 
Seer ee 
ented irate 0 the LBA foie 
aaa aig eas 
Tyner some knowledge Sees 
cpeiraueriean aero 
Hien trang ea 
Grow Agents for the Colne, ¢ Milian, Westinister, S.W:t, 


‘iuoting M/x3919. 

ROOMS TO LET, 

Visrtons 10 Wembloy.——Roows to let by architect's ido in 

W.C diatricty ‘Clean and comfortable, Bed and breakfast, Elec: 

thie Light. Uathroaan, Well recommended by architects und others — 
Keply ox tysgre/0 Secrvtary RALD.A,,y Cou Steet, Wit 


Minutes XXI 


: Session 1923-1024. 
At a Special General Meeting held on Monday, 30 June 
roag,ne430 poner Major Harry. Barnes, VieePresident, tn 
the ie athe sendance book was signed ‘by 14. Fellows 
pate if 2 members of the Council), 3 Associs and 
"Tne diccusion on Mr.'@. A. Daubnes’s paper on "The 
Proposed Reform of the London Buildin, Law" read vat the: 
oeetthe motion af Mast D. Searees Wood 
the moti Ir, H. D. Sear! vi }, Chairman of 
oe badee" paeing’ as Conmmines; tecoscea Ey Me 
Delis Jovep [F}.9 ‘vote of thanks to Mr, Daubney was 
By acclamation.“ following members took putin the die 
Chatton: Me Horace Cubist CE) Sir Henry Tanner (F}, Me 
Arthur Keen [F.], Me. W, E. Watson [F.], Mr, W. R. Davidge 


Fd. 
‘Mr. Daubney having briefly 4, rf 
ee bee OO) etl eoreraem 


Minutes XXII 


__. ._ SEBHON 1935-1924. 

At Special General Meeting) held’ en Monday, 7 July 
gaa. ab 30 pan Me Aled Goth, Bde, the 

attendance’ hook was nine by. 73. Fellows 
Gocliting 27 members of the ‘Counel) 
Mededing fve member ef tie Come ns Se 
akaminuty of the Spec Cetera Moe 
une 1934, having ben published in the ret 
eh dined, and ne by the Chatman 
lwini members, attending for the he 
thete election, ‘were formally adeted by. the, Brsdent 
FA, Kichards, Fellow and G. Ly Broadbent, W. 11 Eales 
Geofirey Morland and G. A, K, Robertson, Associates. 
“The Secitry read the repre of he ported pa of membern 
‘on the revolutions passed mt the Speetal General Mecainy on 
17 ln, ating tha 713. members had voted in favo 
Of she eslonen267 ei 
resident having moved from the chair that the resol 

sony a he Speci Gener Nesting Sn tone be 
ggalined dacouioy ered in which Pofeaor A Berard 
He Fund Mair HC’ Cate oak pre, “There 
Seems = Pw eed 

Jn the motion of Mr. George Hubbard {F, seconded 
Mr, iter Win Cove a than as pase 


Hy 
cca a el 
fay he rien hn oy 

ii nn the enh had nw hen 


"The meeting terminated at s.45 pan. 
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The First International Congress on Architectural 
Education 


BY MAURICE E. WEBB [F,], D.S.0., Cuatrass 


‘There are nine and sixty ways of constructing tribal lays, 
And every single one of them is right. 
—Rupyaap Kirnino. 





HEN Mr. Kipling wrote these lines I think 

he must have seen a vision of this Congress, 

and the assembly of such diverse intellects 

within our walls as MM. Girault and Defrasse of 

France, Professors Emerson and Bosworth of America, 

Professor Ostherg of Sweden, Dr. Slothouwer of 

Holland, Professor Achiardi of ‘Italy, Professor 

Stabell ‘of Norway, Professors Atkinson, Reilly, 

ichardson, Lethaby, Pite and McConnell of the 

British Empire, who, amongst many others, assisted 

(sometimes quite vehemently) in elucidating the 
Problems which face the educationist, 

‘That the Congress was a success is undisputed, and 
well it might be, considering that the Prince of Wales 
and the Duke of Connaught gave their patronage to it 
on. behalf of England, and that it was supported by 
Schools of Architecture throughout the world. Eighteen 
foreign nations and nearly all the British Dominions 
sent delegates to take part, and also sent examples of 
their students’ work to the three exhibitions which 
were held in our own Galleries, Devonshire House and 
Grosvenor House, We trust’ that some measure of 
compensation for the hard work which our friends 
from abroad gave to the serious task of the Congress 


v 








of THe Executive CoMMitrse oF THE CONGRESS 


‘yas provided by the hospitality which was extended to 
them during their all-too-brief visit to this country. 
‘The visits to Cambridge, Greenwich, Wembley and 
the City churches, though not directly connected with 
the subject matter of the Congress, were designed to 
give those who had not visited England before a little 
insight into our national life, and also to provide oppor- 
tunities. of meeting for informal discussion, ‘These 
were possibly as valuable to individuals as the more" 
formal meetings during which Papers were read and 
speeches made, 

‘The recent session of the R.LLB.A, has been memor- 
able for two events, at first sight unconnected, but not 
really so. First, the successful issue of the movement 
towards unity within the profession in England, and, 
second, the gathering of the nations at the R.I.B.A. for 
the discussion of the best way to educate theit archi- 
tects. Both have only been made possible by a new 
ié of goodwill which the younger generation is 
determined to foster as the only possible antidote ‘to 
war. That spirit has wiped out our own differences 
and has led directly to a seeking after knowledge of 
what other countries are doing in educating the 
genetation which is now growing to manhood. It was, 
I think, felt instinctively that the old parochial 
squabbles amongst ourselves about styles and manners 
of architecture, about which our grandfathers fought 
with each other, often bitterly, are out of place in this 
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modern world. We want to get to the root of things. 

Not the style but the meaning of things. We want to 
learn how other nations teach architecture to their 
students, Is it to be a cosmopolitan teaching with 
nationality sunk in the general principles which 
govern the planning of buildings the world over ? 
Is it to be an abandonment of the past and a search 
after new principles to fit new materials and new 
methods of life, or is it to be an attempt to fit new 
materials and_new methods to the ancient national 
styles of building? Is design to follow construction 
or is construction to dictate design? Is un architect 
to be a bricklayer or stone mason first and a designer of 
buildings afterwards, or vice versa ? 

‘These were some of the problems which the sub- 
jects for discussion opened up, Many and. diverse 
‘were the opinions expressed upon them, and before 
the book of the proceedings is available for reading at 
leisure it is impossible to say how far the Congress has 
contributed to the solution of any one of them, 

Certain facts do, however, stand out in very clear 
perspective, is not too early to 
‘enumerate t 

1. The school syitem of teaching architecture 
rs to have achieved « firm footing in every 
civilised country in the world, as evidenced by every 
speaker, and by the work of students from fifty 

ifferent schools from all over the world exhibited in 
our exhibition, 

2. Speaker after speaker acknowledged the debt the 
schools owe to France for the logical teaching of design 
which they have imparted to students of every nation 
at the Beaux Arts, 

. Without the impetus given by France to a regu 
larlsed systematic and logical training in planning and 
design, the school syatem as we now know it would not 
exist, "The Americans were the first people to seize 
upon it, and build upon it a system of their own, 
Now they are independent, and are building up # 
hational architecture out of their opportunities with 
the aid of students trained no longer in France but 
in their own schools, 2 

‘4. In England our own schools are beginning to 
justify their existence by the success of their students, 
bt the competition with the old system of pupilage 
nd the hold which this somewhat haphazard system 
of training still retains in every part of the country 
except London and Liverpool is acting as a heavy 
drag upon the schools. : 

‘5. In our Dominions the schools are making head- 
way and are much in the position of our English 














schools, with this important exception, that oppor- 
tunities abound for the erection by their students in 
the future of great buildings untrammelled by con 
vention, ‘The schools there have the opportunity 
which America took some twenty or thirty years ago. 

6. The European countries seem like ourselves to 
be going through a transition stage, and to be trying in 
some cases to found a new style on new conditions, and 
in others to follow at all costs an old tradition and force 
it to fit our modern needs, but all are endeavouring to 
give their students the best education they can, and to 

ive every mana chance to learn what can be taught 
im of the art and science of Architecture, 

7. There can, 1 think, be no doubt in the minds of 
all those who took the trouble to see and digest the 
‘wonderful exhibition of atudents' work at this Congress, 
or who listened to the enthusiastic discussions in our 
Meeting Room, that the school system of training has 
come to stay,” There can be question, there was 
question, and there will be question as to'the amount 
of practical office training, work on actual buildings, 
tnd so forth, which should follow, accompany, oF 
precede a school course, but as to the desirability of a 
Systematic and regular school training as part, at 
Teast, of a student's career we heard no dissentient 
voice. The bogy of undituted pupilage has, I believe, 
been laid for ever. 

8..The result of this Congress will be, as far as 
English architects are concerned, to make everyone 
who is taking pupils think very seriously whether he 
is giving his pupils the very beat chance they can have 
in life by denying them the schools in whole or in part, 

The important person is the student coho has his life to 
ligand ot the master who has already lived the best 
part o 

“That is the main lesson of the Congeess as I read it, 

We ought all to be grateful to those who came great 
distances to emphasise the importance which » regu- 
lasised system of training bears upon the future of the 
Art of Architecture and the Practice of Building in 
every land, It only remains to add that the French 
representatives have asked for a complete report of the 
Papers and discussions, which they intend to translate 
into French and issue’ to French architects, and we 
have asked for permission to retain for a year the great 
bulk ofthe students’ drawings ahown i the Exhibition 
for circulation amongst the English schools, (I should 
like this privilege to be extended to our Dominions if 
that is possible and they wish it.) These are two facts 
which encourage one to believe that already the work 
of this Congress is beating good fruit, 
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Architectural Education in the Present in England* 
BY W, CURTIS GREEN [F.], A.R.A. 


logies for having undertaken the task of 
1g on the present state of architectural edu 
sation in this country. It is obvious that no single man 
is competent to deal adequately with such a task, 1 was 
asked, and consented, to do 30 only because for the 
time heing Lam Chairman of the Board of Architec- 
tural Education, At the outset I must make it clear that, 
while Tam here in that capacity, I do not claim tobe the 
mouthpiece of that distinguished body, Education is 
many-sided,and I believe that the Board who is respon- 
sible for it in the British Isles and overseas, under the 
jealous and affectionate eye of the Council, is repre 
Bentative of its varied aspects. T speak as one of the 
younger men in the presence of many of much wider 
experience than myself, I speak, too, as a practising 
architect, with none of the authority’ of a professor, 
Its to the professors and teachers of architecture that I 
ook for the elucidation of the subject in the discussion 
that will follow these papers introducing it, 

‘We heard yesterday’ from Mr. Waterhouse and other 
speakers of architectural education of the past; the 
discussion was. designed to pave the way for the 
investigation of the present, in order that we may 

nfo prepate for better things in the future, 
istinguished representatives of sister nations will 
‘not misunderstand me when Tsay that the Congress was 
conceived for selfish reasons—namely, to tell them 
here we are, and take counsel with them as to how 
we can better serve the art that not only affects the 
welfare of the State,’ but also unites us to them. 

‘The present is a’ time of extraordinary interest 
and of development in architectural education ; forces 
are at work, which, as the younger men come into 
theic own, ‘will profoundly affect our thought and 
achievement, I do not wish to. be misunderstood ; 
Tdo not predict super-architects. It is impossible 
to conceive higher ideals than those that have 
been borne aloft by our forbears, or than those held 
by the leaders that we are proud to follow to-day. 1 
do not anticipate greater achievement than theirs, 
What I foresee is that for which the professors and 
masters in the Schools are working, fostered and helped 
by the Board of Architectural Education—namely, the 
raisingof the general standardand generalunderstanding 
of architecture, 

For 60 years there has been an examination for the 
Associateship of the Institute, and for 42 years that 
examination has been compulsory. “For 20 years the 
Board, established by men whose names are honoured 
in this country, has been in charge of the system. We 

* APaper read at the Congress on 30 July: 

12 





J WILL not waste the few minutes allotted to me 


























are to-day in a transition stage ; many students follow- 
ing the old road as articled pupils, getting such 
school training as may be available outside their office 
hours, ‘There is no control over the quality or numbers 
that enter the profession in this way. We have at 
[ieee ‘no means of guiding their work other than. 

Wy the examination system, You have heard of the 
faults and virtues of this system ; they are in the main 
those common to any other that has as its immediate 
object the passing of examinations, It is, I think, true 
that it is now unsafe for any young architect to neglect 
to obtain the A.R.I.B,A, His livelihood may depend 
upon his holding this recognised qualification, 

"These students and the examinations to which they 
submit themselves are one of the concerns of the 
Board; the examinations themselves are the subject 
of constant supervision and improvement ; the impos- 
sibility of dealing adequately with architecture by 
examination is fully recognised, Any stereotyped 
system tends to mediocrity and encourages cramming ; 
the use of books in wrong ways, and inthe early impres- 
sionable years, creates a scale of wrong values in the 
mind of the student 

Such virtue as remains in the apprenticeship system 
lies with the master, aided by outside classes. Unfortu~ 
nately, the rush of modern practice makes the personal 
fupectision of the principal practically impossible, or 
very rare, An apprentice is left to pick up what he ean 
fron the susistant in the office, He may aee a great 
many fine working drawings made, and learn the routine 
of an office, He may see very little of specifications and 
kindred matters, He sees the results of his master’s 
talent and experience, but learns little or nothing of 
the principles or theory that have gone to the making 
of them. He becomes the follower and carties on the 
tradition of a man and his work rather than of archi- 
tecture in the wider sense. 

"The old system, is unfortunately still favoured for 
financial reasons by many architects who ¢acrifice the 
future architect to the immediately useful draughtsman, 

‘The new factor in the situation is the School of 
Architecture either attached toa university, a school of 
‘art, or independent of either. 

‘There are at the present time seven such schools 
five years’ course of study, the later 
years combining some office training ; the comple- 
tion of the course to the satisfaction of the school 
authorities and of the Institute, who are represented 
by two external examiners, together with the passing 
fof an examination in Professional Practice, gives 
the student exemption from the Institute examina- 
tions, and he becomes an Associate of the Institute, 
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‘There are sisteen. schools with exemption from the 
Institute intermediate examination. ‘The number of 
students recently in the schools were: First year, 
189; second year, 217 ; third year, 131 j fourth year, 
199 fifth year, s0—a total of 686. ‘These schools are 
Situated at the great centres of population “and are 
gradually covering not only the British Isles, but the 
dominions overseas. ‘They are new, and they are 
young, ‘They show the qua ities of theircondition, but 
ihey have, I believe, come to stay, One of the earliest 
pioneers of the schools, Professor Reilly, who has 
Hevoted the best years of his life to the founding and 
building up of the school system in general and the 
Liverpool School jn particular, is of the opinion thatit 
isalitdle early to pull them up by the roots to see how 
they are growing, or to expect much fruit from them ; 
Tragree that the tree must be allowed time to establish 
its roots, but the fruit is not by any means negligible, 
Tt may be seen, for instance, in some students who have 
in recent years returned from the British School at 
Rome, ‘The winners of this blue ribbon have without 
exception heen products of theschools. It may be seen, 
too, in the results of recent competitions, notably in that 
for the Holt building at Liverpool, Uspeak for myself, 
and I believe for the Board, in expressing the pro- 
foundest belief in these schools and in their futute. 
‘The Board has recently appointed some of its members 
to make periodic visits to the schools, to take counsel 
with the staffs and with thos 

their needs and those of ai 
served, having regard to the locali 
‘The object is to help the sc 
difficulties, not to standardise them, 1 think we can- 
not overestimate the value of the freedom that they 
have achieved by the exemptions granted to them from 
the examinations, a privilege that will be most jealously 
watched over by the Boa 

"Phe differences between the schools is a notable and 
valuablefact, We must have some standard of achieve- 
ment, but it is not desirable that the system should be 
standardised, We want the teachers of the schools to 
visit other schools and learn what they can from them. 
Differences of thought, of ideals, of methods, are as 
marked in the schools as they are outside them; itis by 
What has been achieved and not by what has been said 
that posterity will ultimately value what is now being 
done, 

‘There are architects who object to the schools: 
some because they do not understand what they are 
doing and object to a jargon which has unfortunately 
been adopted in some few schools when the use of 
the King’s English would have aroused no feelings 
others, and these must receive serious consideration, 
because they regard the schools as too bookish and 
too theoretic; a few because the old system of 
prenticeship was)a pleasant source of income and 












































comfort, and because they do not turn out immedi 
tely useful assistants. ‘There was a time when young 
men left the schools with an exaggerated view of their 
attainments and value, ‘They obtained a good salary 
fand were found useless for the work for which they 
were paid. "That, I believe, is becoming a thing of the 
fA boy entering an office for the first time, 
Lnleas he is engaged on the preparation of competitive 
Urawings, realises that he is a new boy making a new 
beginning, his first duty being to get his master’s 
ideas into material shape through the medium of the 
drawing board, a duty requiring accuracy and patience, 
On the other ‘hand, the principal is finding that at 
the end of a year or six months such an assistant 
more useful and has a greater grasp of the content and 
meaning of architecture thanjhas the office-trained man, 

“An American writer has well said that education does 
not necessarily teach how to do a thing, but how to make 
tis capable of doing it. In the education of an archi 
tect the question is: Are weawakening enough enthu 
Siasm to carry the man through the drudgery to power 
and to freedom ? 

iin the early impressionable years of a boy's traini 
and development there is, in thy mind, no question o! 
‘where the balince of advantage lies, In the one 
Vase he enters an office where he can take no useful 
part, tor is he capable of understanding the activities 
br interests of his fellows, 

In the other he enters a great school pethaps with 
10, 20, 30 0F 40 viher freshmen, He is set to work 
with tham in-an ordered sequence of study, with 
2 mind unconfuted by factors and values relevant only 
toahe practising architect's office, He has the healthy 
Competition of students of the same year, The 
dlements of draughtsmanship, design, construction, 
and history follow in an orderly procession, proper! 
correlated and developed so that he may seize on their 
meaning and purpose. The strength of the schools 
Ties chiefly in the method of teaching ; in the personnel 
‘of the staff, who are mostly young and enthusiastic 
men, all of whom areactivelyengaged in privatepractices 
and in the fellowship of the students of the same and 
of the senior years. 

"The school aystem at its best, as T have perso 
enh ore WA pe Liverpiay ae Meaetrnd 
Bristol, and T hope and believe at many other schools 
which T have not yet had an opportunity of seeing, 
is the teaching of architectural design and construction 
concurrently in stages from the first year to. an 
honours course in the fifth year, It is interesting to 
note that at Liverpool, where thereis an honours course 
for ifh-year students that canbe taken in either 

design or construction, those who take it in construc 
produce he best designs age 

1¢ method of teaching design has as its origin the 

great French school, The fmethod adopted tx that 












































16 August 1924 


of M. Guadet, whose elements and theory of design 
and composition have been applied with so much 
‘success to the great school of modern architecture in the 
United States of America, It is noticeable that those 
‘schools who produce the best results are just those who 
encourage by lecture and by quick rough small scale 
‘sketches the study of design from the first year to the 
last. Every fortnight a programme is issued for some 
‘subject, large or small; the larger the subject theless the 
detail required ; the first sketch is criticised, A number 
of such studies teach thestudent the right approach to 
a problem in design, to read the programme, to seize 
on the essential factors and to arrange them harmoni- 
ously. It is only in the last years that @ student 
works out in detail a design for a building of any 
size, 

Here are to be scen few if any finished designs 
having initial and fundamental mistakes such as are so 
often scen in competition work, ‘The students are 
taught the grammar of the art that they are going to 
follow, so that they may hope to. achieve that harmony 
of form running throughout each composition, both in 
plan, section and elevation, that alone entitles the 
result to the name of architecture, I must say a word 
about the designs submitted for the Prix de Rome by 
students during their fourth or fifth year in the School. 
‘These designs are the students! unaided efforts, ‘The 
are not very good, and they are severely criticised, 
Could you or I have done so well, during the fourth 
or fifth year we were in an office? 'he standard must 
be raised by encouraging men of more experience to 
enter for these valuable pris 

You can trace at the exhibition # student working 
his way towards freedom of expression, ‘The schools, 
quite rightly, I think, take up what may be described 
as a central position, | They regard the classics as the 
gold standard. The student i taught to look to these, 
Classical or Gothic, as the forms of utmost perfect 
They are shown to be the forms to which we all co 
stantly return, and which, on returning, we always find 
more perfect than we thought, While he is being 
taught to delineate these forms he is being taught 
their application and the methods by which they were 
built. “At the same time he is being lectured to upon 
the sources of art, and taught to realise the richness 
of his heritage and his responsibilities as a follower of 
that art to the life of his own day, 
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Some of the schools perhaps donot insist enough 
upon direct contact with the noble forms they hold 
(Pie stant, bocause the school i not ia a favourable 

sition to do so, Like the schools in America, th 

ave to fall back to a great extent upon books, 
believe the professors of architecture hold the view 
that the elements of architecture can best be studied 
from actual buildings, and that composition can best 
be studied from books ; the observation of the one 
teaching the relation of those parts that the eye can 
embrace, and of the other the beauties of composition 
in plan, section and elevation focussed into plates. 

Sir Reginald Blomfield in one of his lectures to R.A. 
students said: “ The reading of books will not make 
Architects, his proper study will always be buildings.” 
Ido esti believe that there is any short cut in t 
matter; the study must be from buildings, and their 
beauty gradually unfolded to the student by his making 
hhis own measured plans, sections and elevations, 

Tt is interesting to note the difference of thought 
in the different schools; each school is working out its 
own salvation, Students’ work to-day—in spite of the 
bewilderment that is felt at their lack of enterprise 
in entering for the great studentships and prizes 
Which were so hotly contested in our own days, amatter, 
by the way, that is now receiving consideration—is, in 
my opinion, and T have seen a great deal of itjin a far 
healthier and more lively state than it has ever before 
been, The present exhibition speaks for itself, You 
will see there good draughtsmanship, of different 

Malti for different purposes : that for the sketch 
Assign, that for working drawings, and the finest of 
al, without which only the rarest genius can. produce 
fine building, fully rendered elevational drawings, 
sensitive to fine proportions and fine detail. You will 
tee there sane and reasonable design with the glamour 
of fine tradition behind it, Here and there it will 
have that touch of freshness which, provided that it has 
come by way of study, is s0 delightful, You will see 
fully worked out constructional drawings for masonry, 
steel and reinforced concrete. 

‘You will see measured drawings of great buildings, 
the enthusiastic work of brief vacations and the fine 
leisurely productof scholarships spent in foreign travel. 

You will form your own opinion of what we are 
doing, and of what we are capable of doing with your 
assistance, and a corrected vision, 
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The Congress Exhibition of Students’ 
Drawings 









IE exhi held last week at Grosvenor 
ind Devons! Houses in connection with the 
Congress on Architectural Education have 
given us for the first time a comprehensive. survey 
Of the work of the principal schools of architecture 
all over the world. ‘The only notable schools not 
represented ete those in Gerinay, 

Be Perhaps the most striking feature of the Exhibit 
vas the predominance in both American and British 
tections of the influence of the Ecole des Beaux Arts. 
‘This does not imply a slavish imitation. Tt means 
that up to the present the schools in Britain and 
‘America have found that the system of work and 
methods of study pursued at the French school for 
‘over fifty years are superior to any they have so far 
been able to devise, Naturally there are modifications 
imposed by differences of condition and outlook, but 
the basis is the same, 

‘Of the other schools some appear to be_mainly 
conservative—such as the Italian and the Spanish, 
others are much less concerned with  tradition— 
such as the Dutch and Swedi some again seem 
definitely modernist—such as Ausi 

‘One of the great advantages of this exhibition is 
that it has given critics of the school system in this 
country a real opportunity of examining the school 
svork in detail, “hey can now review, in the light of 
evidence from schools all over the world, their 
criticism that the school is an “imperfect instrument 
af education "and dat the proper place js the, works 
shop, ‘They have seen how the architects of great 
ling countries such as America are almost excly- 

fained in schools, and how the oldest of all— 
the Ecole des Beaux Arts—is not only alive to changing 
conditions of construction, but is able to apply its 
Teaching to the most elaborate and intricate of modern 
problems. 

“The achools themselves can also learn much from 
each other—in particular the smaller schools should 
have gained inspiration, 

“There is, however, one criticism that may be made 
of an exhibition of this sort, _ It does, though it should 
not, encourage the production of the “ exhibi 
drawing,” a spurious piece of work having often 
‘no relationship to the actual state of the. student's 
progress, and sometimes actually misleading ax to 
the value of the course he is following. 

‘A’ smaller disadvantage is the exhibition of faulty 
designs which owe their mistakes to the necessity of 
adhering to an " esquisse " which is not shown, ‘The 


















































BY H, CHALTON BRADSHAW [4.] (ROME SCHOLAR IN ARCHITECTURE, 1913). 


“ esquisse " method of study is good in itself, hut 
such an exhibition of finished drawings only without 
explanation is misleading to those who are without 
experience of school methods, 











Divonsite House. 

‘The work of the schools in Britain and the 
Dominions was shown at Devonshire House, ‘There 
‘was also on view a selection of the winning designs for 
RALB.A. prizes and studentships from 1838 onwards, 

‘In exathining the designs done in the schools one 
observed a tendency in some schools to cling to estab= 
ished and traditional motives in design, working them 

close reference to historical models, andin others 
4 disposition to discard these which sometimes re- 
‘sult in feeble inventions, but more often in refreshing, 
designs justified by new problems and changed con 
ditions, 

‘Some schools are still inclined to be over-elaborate 
in their large drawings, even in the case of quite 
4 simple building, accentuating their plans with 
* mosaic " and giving them monumental surroundings 
for no particular teason that can be seen. Such a 
treatment is unsound, ‘These conventions have their 
uses, but there is a right way and a wrong way of 
ernploving them, as an intelligent study of the best 
French drawings shows, 

“The whole exhibition’ was in_many ways an exhi« 
bition of draughtsmanship. There were some 
beautiful drawings, Some, on the other hand, were 
really bad and should never have been exhibited, 
‘The rush of the school course has too often produced 
Sloppy dravvings which will not stand anything Tike 
examination, Some had obviously been rescued late 
in their career by the hand of the master, ‘There was 
the forced "exhibition drawing "—for example, ohe 
‘was startled to find, on closer examination, that what 
‘one had imagined to be the residence of an ambassador 
‘on the Riviera was in reality a dairy farm," » Never= 
theless, we cannot deny ae ata design demands 
beautiful draughtsmanship, and the efforts made by 
the schools to raise the standard in this country are 
worthy of all praise, 

OF the schools themselves the two outstanding 
were Liverpool and the Architectural Association. 
Liverpool, under the admirable guidance of Professor 
Reilly, ‘has reason to be proud of its achievement. 

The drawings by Mr, Prestwich were well worth 
exhibition, showing as they do the high standard 
reached by Liverpool in 1911 before other schools 
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awoke to the possibilities that were open to them, 
‘There were some well worked out designs by Messrs, 
Welsh, Checkley and Dougill, and some clever pencil 
sketches by Mr. Fry. ‘The six hour sketches, though 
arresting in style, were often inadequately ‘thought 
gut. ‘There was an impressive set of drawings by 
Mr. Gabr which showed the advanced stage of con- 
struction that can be reached by students at the end 
of the fifth year, "The work of the school as a whole 
shows a tendency to design in a particular style based 
not only on classical orders and classical planning, 
but on the mode evolved by the architects of the 
Italian Renaissance from which has descended Engli 
and now American architecture, Professor Reilly 
a very personal mode is not a good thing for 
the average man." He lai that we’ have suffered 
too long from attempts at giving a false in i 

to modern buildings by an ignorance of past " 

‘The Architectural Association illustrated their five- 
{err coune by the complete work of one student, 
Ms, Enthoven, 1¢ was an imposing array of drawings 
if, too, were the designs of Mr, Shepheard for 
the Tite prize (one of the best in recent years) and 
Messrs, Hyslop and Jellicoe for the Rome Scholarship, 
and “Mr, Pierce's winning design for that pri 
‘Their exhibit was varied and contained more in 

dualistic work than that of any of the other schoo 
wave found it the most attractive section of 
the exhibition, 

Bristol School, in the next room, follows in the 
footsteps of the ‘A.A, as a daughter should, ‘Their 
exhibit was of course small, but included some classical 
compositions which were perhaps the best in the 
exhibition, 

London University work was made attractive by a 
somewhat dashing style of drawing. ‘The interest of 
foreground and background, however, sometimes out- 
weighed the interest of the building itself, ‘There is 
an obvious Beaux-Arts influence both in the planning 
id general finish of the drawings. Mr. Bardell’s 
design for a school of architecture has a fine plan 
and is one of the best desi In the second-year 
Work there were two obvious imitations of the paintin 
of Mr. Walcot, which seemed to have nothing to do 

thool ‘course, The work of this school is 
improving, 
lanchester University was marked by the quietness 
and restraint of its work, which came as a relief after 
the attempts t0 achieve the arresting which too often 
characterise an exhibition of this sort, ‘The work of 
Mias Rogers is worthy of mention, 
_ Cardiff Technical College seems to derive more 
inspiration from contemporary work than from a good 
library. ‘There was some competent work shown by 
Mr, Oakley. 
Neweastle, Leeds and Sheffield eall for no special 
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comment. They do not seem to have adequate 
facilities for study, 

The Birmingham School showed d drawings. 
‘The design subjects were well considered and the 
solutions were sound, ‘This school has made a 
promising start, 

‘There were nine drawings from the Cambridge 
‘School, which were so bad that one can only suppose 
that their authors have been advised to give up 
architecture, 

‘The work of Edinburgh College of Art is disap 
pointing, and what was labelled fourth-year work is 
no higher in standard than second-year work in the 
best schools, 

‘The work of Glasgow and Aberdeen is conscientious 
but inclined to be dull, Here one felt that the 
drawings did not give an adequate idea of the value 
of the courses they represent. 

Johannesburg when it follows its own local tea- 
dilions produces the best results, ‘There was a fourth- 
year design for a theatre which cannot be accepted 
as serious work, 

‘The work sent by Sydney ‘Technical College and 
University is satsactory. There were some good 
drawings fiom the Central ‘Technical College, 
Brisbane. ‘The MacGill University exhibit was 
disappointing aa the fruits of a five-year course, At 
‘Toronto University the presentation is often a feeble 
imitation of the Beaux-Arts style, and many of the 
plans were wrong in scale and poor in design, The 
work is, however, better than that of MacGill University, 

‘The Royal Academy is not a school in the ordinary 
but rather a design club for more 

It exhibited some good designs, 
ctiticism that some of them were 
od to present-day needs, 
fion of the work of all these schools 
enables us to examine the present system of education 
in detail. 

In the vestibule were drawings executed by students 
for Institute prizes, some of which were done before 
the schools came into existence, While they show 
thot a similar standard was aimed at, and indeed in 
some cass reached, they have the very defects which 
are often suy xd to be peculiar to the school system, 
jay, pompous draughtamanship, avoidance of cons 
structional detail and form. in point of fact there 
were actually among the drawings produced in the 
ols some which exhibit an advanced standard 
in construction never reached, so far as one can see, by 
students of pre-school days. The teaching of con- 
struction is obviously an integral part of the school 
curricula and goes hind in hand with the teaching of 
design, 

Te acta it must be pointed out that there 
are schools enjoying power to exempt from the 
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Institute examinations which they seem unable to 
justify, ‘This state of things calls for careful enquiry 
if the standard of architectural education is to be 
‘maintained, 

‘One would like to sce all Intermediate and Final 
students, in schools which enjoy exemption, obliged 
to do a common subject. An exhibition of these 
designs would enable a comparison of standards to 
be made and any anomalies checked. 





Grosvenor House, 

It is a pity that this exhibition was only open for 
theweacot we ‘Congress and that it was consequently 
impossible to examine carefully, the interesting work 
‘of the foreign schools at Grosvenor House. 

Although France was by no means adequately 
represented, everyone must haye been impressed 
by the design (which won the Chenevard prize) by 
MM, Defrasse for ‘* Une Ile Flottante sur I'Atlantiqu 
shown in a fine imaginative set of drawings, 
'M, Jaussely reminded us in his inspiring Paper at 
the Congress, the problems which the architect would 
be more and more called upon to face were con- 
structive problems of increasing audacity and com- 
plexity. Here is an attempt to apply the principles 
of French teaching to such a problem of the future, 
the construction of a station for hydroplanes with 
harbour, hangars and hotel, floating in the middle 
of the Atlantic, The rest of the French exhibit was 
hardly representative of the great traditions of the 
Beaux-Arts School. 

‘The American exhibit was the most impressive 
of all at Grosyenor House for over of design and 

of draughtsmanship. ‘There is a marked 

iin the standard attained by the various 

Tt is difficult to pick out any schools for 

special praise, but mention must be made of the work 
of the University of Pennsylvania for its good 
classical designs and its delightful colour studies, of 
Massachusetts. Institute of Technology, Boston, for 
its archwological studies and life drawings, and of the 
Carnegie Institute of Technology, Pittsburg, which 

















seems to owe more to the genius of Hornbostel and 
Coss Gilbert than to the influence of the Beaux 

‘The Technical College, Delft, Holland, sent a 
collection of drawings of a'very different style. Some 
were arranged in. portfolios illustrating the five-year 
course, which gave a good idea of the thoroughness 
and soundness of the school, 

“The work sent by the Royal Academy of Stockholm, 
Sweden, was stimulating, although their exhibit 
consisted only of simall photographs of drawings. 
"There were no studies of classical architecture 80 
far as one could see throughout the six-year course, 

"The Norwegian exhibit was interesting and carefully 

zed, showing studies in construction and some 
excellent wooden buildings. 

Spain, Italy and Hungary were the most conser- 
vative of the countries represented. In the Spanish 
exhibit there was an interesting restoration of a 
chapel, While their drawings were good in them- 
selves, the Italians seem to have lost some of the 
essential qualities of their great tradition. 

“The drawings sent by the Austrian schools were 
small and sketchy. Some of the designs were bizarre, 
although those who know the of Mr, Erich 
Mendelsohn will realise that such things are being 
built, Some were without real architectural interest, 
but some essentially modern and yery simply treated. 
‘There were also first and second year drawings of 
classical details—which might haye been done in an 
English school—they seem to have left little or no 

ion on the minds of the advanced students, 
for most of their work js without precedent of any 
sort. "A Home for a Lover of Art” reminds one 
‘of the cubist painting of a “Shipwreck” which 
became "A Portrait of a Lady” at its next exhibition, 

‘All members of the Institute, and in particular those 
engaged in teaching, will be very grateful to Mr. 
Maurice Webb and Mr. H. M. Fletcher for orga- 
nising such a comprehensive and inspiring exhibition 
and to the schools for their co-operation which ensured 
its success. 
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The Congress Banquet 





BANQUET in connection with the Congress 
A= held at the Hotel Victoria, Charing Cross, 
on Thursday, 31 July, the President of the Royal 
Institute (Mr. J, Alfred Gotch) in the chair. 
ing the toast of The Progress 
said : 

Architectural Education is now so firmly established, 
‘owing to its progress in recent years, that its continued 
progress in the future may be taken for granted, and 
wwe can drink this toast with a light heart. 

Its success depends in large measure upon the 
teachers, and to them we dwe a deep debt of gratitude, 
and not only to them, but to our own Board of Archi- 
tectural Education, ‘I'am happy to believe that the 
instructors take a wide view of their responsibilities, 
for education is not merely the imparting or acquiring 
of knowledge, but also the process of sharpening the 
faculties and of developing innate powers, not to 
mention the ability to put knowledge to its best uses. 

T have little doubt that architectural students, as 9 
rule, will avoid the danger of becoming too learned ; 
‘of arming themselves too thoroughly against the forces 
of ignorance and incompetence, thereby rendering 
themselves liable to share the fate of that unlucky 
night who was smothered in his own armour. At the 
same time, in architecture as in letters, little leaning 
isa dangerous thing ; and if students have an eye to 
their own interests, they will quaif deeply the draughts 
held out to them at the schools, drawn, not perhaps 
from the Pierian spring, but from its counterpart that 
fertilises the fields of architecture, A 

Trust they will retain those draughts and not be like 
the horse of Baron Miinchausen. I do not know 
whether that nobleman’s adventures are read in the 
present day or not, I never see them on bookstalls, 
So perhaps you will bear with me while I relate, quite 
shortly, one of the astonishing incidents recorded by 
him, “He was pursuing his flying enemies into their 
city, and reached one of the gates close on their heels, 
Directly the fugitives were inside the warder let down 
the portcullis, but so swift was the baron that he just 
managed to enter as the portcullis fell and he felt the 
wind of it behind his back. His foes were so de- 
moralised that they left him unmolested, and he made 
his way to the great square, where he watered his horse 
at the fountain, ‘The horse seemed unusually thirsty 
and drank on and on, and the baron became aware of a 
noise of falling water. On looking round he discovered 
to his surprise that the latter half of his horse was 
missing ; it had been cut off by the portcullis, and 
Consequently as fast as he drank great draughts from 
the fountain they poured out on the pavement behind. 
‘The horse was ultimately mended, but that is another 
story. 














Any misfortune comparable to this I hope all 
architectural students will be spared, no matter in what 
country they may be working, 

‘That students in other countries, as well as our own, 
are working, and working to some purpose, is manifest 
from the splendid exhibition of their work which is a 
notable feature of this Conference ; and that they have 
the support of their distinguished countrymen is evi- 
dent from the welcome presence of so many eminent 
architects from overseas—a delightful circumstance, 
and one which prompts the wish that nations could be 
2s closely united in politics as they are in are, 

It is my great pleasure to couple the names of three 
of these gentlemen with this toast: M. Girault, of 
France, whose singular genius has already been recog- 
nised by the Institute in the award of the Gold Medal 
—I wish I could adequately express to him in his own 
Janguage the esteem in which he is held, but were Ito 
try to do so, I doubt whether you or he would under- 
stand the niceties of my tribute; Mr. Cass Gilbert, 
from America, one of the most distinguished architects 
of that great country, which is giving us a lead in 
modern architecture, and in no more brilliant an 
example than the great Woolworth Building, of which 
he was the designer; and thirdly, M, Ostberg, of 
Sweden, whose splendid design for the new Town Hall 
at Stockholm, recently exhibited at the Institute both 
by drawings and model, filled us with deep and 
genuine admiration, 


M, Charles Girault (Royal Gold Medallist), speaking 
in French, in responding said he would like to express 
the very great pleasure the delegates from France felt 
at being able to seize the opportunity of attending the 
Cons . The enlightened views on education which 
had Been put forward in the many admirable Papers by 
eminent architects and professors of architecture had 
been of very real interest to all those concerned with 
architectural education and the betterment of arcl 
tecture in the future. He was sure they had all reaped 
valuable ideas from the Congress, and he anticipated 
that the views put forward would have a considerable 
effect in eae the methods of architectural 
education, The education of the architect was a matter 
of ery great importance to the life of a country. 
Different climate, different customs, different social 
states all affected architecture, but so long as the great 
and abiding principles of the art could be made to 
serve as a basis for the study of the architecture of the 
country in which the architect lived and practised, the 
different styles of architecture did not affect their 
merit or quality. It had been asserted in some 
‘quarters that too much attention was being devoted to 
archwology and ancient architecture, but in his opinion 
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the beautiful architecture of mediseval and ancient 
times should be studied by all students of architecture. 
In considering the materials to be used in a building, 
they should take into account the climate of the place 
in which it was to be built, the ways of the people and 
their temperament ; all these and many other points 
should receive attention in the endeavour to solve 
logically the problems which had throughout the 
ages confronted mankind, ing the methods of 
fone country in another to which they were unsuited, 
without knowing the traditions and customs of the 
country in which the methods of building originated, 
‘was not only illogical but would never produce a build- 
ing which would be the admiration of future genera- 
tions, It was necessary that students of architecture 
should be familiar with the best examples of past ages, 
but that did not mean that those masterpieces should 
bescrilely copied; students should apply themselves 
to the gaining of a knowledge of how problems of 
planning and elevation were solved by the great masters 
of the art of architecture who had gone before, Past 
gencrations had left imperishable monuments to 
witness to their ability, and these buildings were also 
records of the history and customs of their time which 
deserved the closest study, for all architecture reflected 
the age in which it was evolved. Architects of the 
present should not allow themselves to be too much 
swayed by the popular demand, but should insist on 
the laws of proportion and hygiene being followed 40 
that buildings would be pleasant and healthy habita~ 
The great shortage of small dwelling houses 
practically all over the world, and the demand of the 
workers for better accommodation, made it necessary 
that the study of architecture should more than ever 
concentrate on the designing and planning of small 
houses, ‘The French delegates had been very much 
impresied. by the enormous progress in thi direction 
which had been made by English architects, and had 
inspected some of the housing schemes in this country 
with unmixed admiration; it was therefore perhaps 
Unnecessary to emphasise this point to their English 
Culleagues, who had given a lead to the world in the 
design of working-class houses, but he commended the 
subject for the special study of architects in countries 
Where so much attention had not been given to the 
housing question as it had in this country, 

‘Mr. Cass Gilbert, Honorary Corresponding Member, 
who also responded, said architecture was the 
recordance of civilisation—it was, in fact, the 
recordance of fife itself. It was always of its 
‘own time, It might sometimes try to imitate, but it 
could not do ao successfully because of the fact that 
the conditions were always different in every age. 
‘Architecture reflected the conditions and civilisation 
of the age in which i existed, Whatever the teachers 
of the present or their successors taught, the architects 


























of the future would, consciously or unconsciously, 
record indelibly the civilisation of the age in which 
they lived. Te was said of Solomon that he was the 
wisest of men, not the most learned. ‘Therefore 
teach wisdom, teach understanding of the spirit of 
things, teach understanding of the spirit of the age. 
Tt was the spirit they should teach, Let imagination 
run over if they would, but a trained mind would 
cover an active imagination and meke it more useful 
for the present and more valuable for the future. 
It was up to architects of the present to keep burning 
the torch of the past and pass it on to the eager age 
to-morrow. He and the other delegates all felt 
grateful for the opportunity of attending the Congress, 
they had all enjoyed the hospitality of the Royal 
Institute, and they would carry the memory of the 
Congress as another great occasion in the history of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects, 

‘Mr. Ragner Ostberg (Sweden), also responding, said 
the south-east corner of Europe 2,000 years ago was the 
dwelling place of those who produced the architec- 
tural masterpieces of the past ; the north-west comer 
of Europe was then, and was still, the home of the 
Swedes, and they had endeavoured to assimilate the 
wonderful culture of the ancient peoples of the south- 
east. ‘The best of the ancient architecture had now 
hhecome part and parcel of the architecture of Sweden, 
where, without copying, they tried to design their 
buildings with the same feeling for proportion and the 
feame taste as the Greeks, It was to be noted that at 
the time of the noblest productions of Greek architec 
ture, at the time of the best culture as expressed in 
Huildings and of the foremost exponents of that 
culture, there did not exist such opportunities for 
fttending architectural schools and receiving architec= 
{ural training as was to-day considered necessary in 
the education of an architect, ‘That absence of 
systematic training must be held to confer an added 
distinction on those architects of former days and their 
wonderful works, ‘The Congress had been of ver 
feat value to architects all the world over, and it 
‘was to be hoped that the mingling together of artists 
of different countries which it had afforded would 
be a’ factor in uniting the peoples in a broader 
manner, 

‘The toast of " Our Guests, Foreign Countries, and 
the Dominions of the British’ Empire ” was proposed 
by Mr, Paul Waterhouse, who said the powers that be 
‘had laid upon him what was obviously the most impor 
‘tant task of the evening, as would be realised when he 
said that the Congress represented no less than seven- 
teen Dominions and countries. In referring to 
architectural education and the arts in France, he said 
that the French were fortunate in having what we had 
not got in this country, namely, a Minister—the 
Minister of Beaux Arts—who did not go out of office 
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In the course of one of his typically know what was being done in this country, In the 


with any party. 
interesting and witty after-dinner speeches, Mr. 
Waterhouse read some couplets in which were intro- 
duced the names of many of those present, and which 
had been written, he said, by " someone in his office 
who left when he came on to the dinner.” After 
addressing the foreign delegates in the French lan- 
guage, he said it was in no artificial of the 
dining-room but with a very full heart that he asked his 
English friends present to drink the toast. 

Inresponding, Professor HK. Stabell (Norway)said, 
on behalf of the representatives of the nations invited 
to the Congress, he expressed their most hearty thanks 
for the hospitality they bad received, He would also like 
to say how valuable the Congress had been in providin; 
an opportunity for hearing the views on ‘tural 
education of eminent architects and teachers from so 
many different countries. ‘The Congress had been 
very successful, both from the point of view of the 
lectures, which had been full of interest, and on account 
of the opportunities it had presented of representat 
from different countries discussing amongst _them- 
selves the cause they had at heart—the cause of archi- 
tectural education and the advancement of the art. 
‘Those who were fortunate enough to be present at the 
Congress would go back to their respective countries 
full of new ideas which he felt sure would leave their 
mark on modern architecture and on the architecture 
of the future, 

Sir John Sulman said as an Anglo-Australian he felt 
he need hardly assure them of the loyalty of the 
Dominions to the Empire—that was amply proved in 
the late war—but he could and did assure them that 
whether they were individually members of the Royal 
Institute or of their local Institutes they were thoroughly 
Joyal to the parent body and endeavoured to follow in 
its footsteps. ‘There might be some slight differences 
of opinion or method, and architects in the Dominions 
occasionally made a forward step on their own account, 
a, for instance, the obtaining of registration a year of 
two ago by the Institute of Architects of New South 

. He felt sure the Royal Institute might rejoice 

ies of the architectural societies overseas. 
had been a most remarkable one. He 
bad been away from the Old County for nearly forty 
years, with the exception of a brief visit, and he saw 
great’ changes. He thanked them on behalf of his 
comrades in the Dominions for that great and influ- 
ential gathering the Royal Institute had been able 
to get together of architects of all nations for the 
discussion of a most important matter which affected 
the well-being of the whole profession of archi- 
tecture, It had been most enlightening and valuable, 
and he would take away with him many ideas 
Which he hoped he would have the opportunity of 
wustralia, where they were very keen to 












spreading in 





matter of architectural education, they in Australia had 
not developed to the same extent as in this country. 
‘They had one or two schools, which were growing, and 
he hoped when he got back and told them what he had 
heard at the Congress it would have its effect in im- 
peor Solero ool peelcning sey cations 

ine thing that had struck him in the discussions was 
that although there were differences in opinion on 
tatters of detail there wan a heen desire on all sides for 
the well-being of the profession as a whole, for its 
greater influence in the world, and especially’ for the 
interests of the rising generation who would take their 
places in the world. ‘The architectural schools had a 
noble aim in view, and he felt sure the generation 
which succeeded the present would be the better for it 
—there would be a gradual sive movement for 
the benefit of the profession all over the world. He 
‘would like to be greatly daring. At the meeting on the 
question of amalgamation held at Caxton Hall a few 
weeks ago the object was the unity of all the architects, 
in Great Britain, but would it not be possible to go a 
step farther? Would it for the whole 
of the architects in the British Empire to be united ? 
Hitherto the great difficulty which had kept them ay 
had been distance and the time oceupied in travelling 
or sending despatches from one part of the Empire to 
another, but great developments were taking place, 
The aeroplane and wireless telephone were already 
making isolation a thing of the past, and were making 
both travelling and communication speedier. When 
the time came, and it would probably not be very far in 
the future, when travel by aeroplane and communica- 
tion by wireless telephony were universal, who could 
tell but what the President of the Royal Institute of 
Briish Architects might not be a distinguished ar 
tect in Canada or South Africa? Mr. Gotch was the 
first President of the Royal Institute who did not reside 
in London, and he congratulated him on the self- 
sacrifice he had shown in accepting the position and the 
‘wisdom of the Council of the Institute in secking out- 
side London for a President. He accepted the present 
provincial President as a good augury for the future 
president from the Dominions. 

Professor Wellesley McConnell (Toronto), who also 

ded, said he represented the first and oldest archi- 
tectural school in the Empire : his school was nearly 
forty years old, which of course was not to be com, 
with the old-established schools of their friends in 
France, yet they felt in Canada that they had been en- 
gaged in. University architectural education for a very 
Considerable time. ‘They had all enjoyed and profited by 
the Congress, and would take back with them to various 
of the world many ideas that would influence the 

methods of architectural education, and he hoped they 
would not be leaving without having each left an idea 
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or two which would be of help to the others present at 
the meetings, 

Professor A. Annoni (Milan) (speaking in Italian), in 
an eloquent speech, said he wanted to express the 
wish that architecture would succeed in the task of 
uniting peoples and that they would be able to meet 
often for an exchange of views on the ideals which 
had led to their meeting here. 

‘The President extended an invitation to representa- 
tives of other countries to speak. 

‘Mr. Manuel Monasterio (Mexico) said the 
foundations of the school he represented were 
Spanish, and in later years they had learned much 
from the Americans, He believed improvements in 
the architectural education of the future were assured. 

Professor Lallerstedt (Sweden) speaking as repre- 
sentative of the Ecole Polytechnique of Stock- 
holm and in the name of the Ecole des Beaux-Arts of 
that city, said sound architecture rested upon the 
foundation of a good and sound education, and he was 
firmly convinced that the Congress which had just 
terminated its task would prove valuable contribution 
to such foundation. 

Mr. P. M. Otano (Spain) expressed his thanks to 
his confréres in the Royal Institute for their cordial 





hospitality 

Me. William Boring (U.S.A.) eaid that, a8 offal 
representative of the American Institute of Architects, 
in the absence of Mr. Wade, he presented to the 
company the greetings of the American Institute of 
Architects, which was founded upon the Ineitute’s 

Sir Reginald Blomfield, R.A. (in proposing the 
health of the President) said: Sir John Sulman 
hhas congratulated Mr. Gotch on being the first 
President of the R.I-B.A. to come from the provinces 
and not from London, I would carry these con- 
gretulations further. As we all know, for about 
forty years the R.IB.A, has been split from top to 
bottom on the question of Registration. Just ten 
years ago, when I had the honour to occupy the place 
now held so well by Mr. Gotch, we came to a settlement 
carried by a large majority, but the war came within 
six weeks of that settlement and everything had to 

jin again. Now what seemed likely to be an incur- 
able malady has been healed. “The whole body of 
architects is again united in the R.LB.A., and we owe 
this happy issue very largely to the tact, the common 
sense, the patience and the single-minded honesty of 
purpose of our President, Mr, Gotch. 

L give you, my Lords, Ladies and Gentlemen, the 
health of Mr. Gotch, President of the R.I.B.A., one of 
the best of the long line of distinguished men who have 
filled that honourable and arduous position. 

‘The Rt. Hon, the Earl of Crawford and Balcarres, 
seconding the health of the President, said that, as a 
provincial himself, he was delighted that a fellow- 
provincial had brought the Institute of Architects 
into such a flourishing condition. 

‘The President briefly responded. 
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Howling, Monsicur M. L, jausscly, Mr. Herbert Jeans, Mr. 
Gilbert Jenkins, Mr. Vladimir Jezek, Mr. H. Martin Kaye, 
Mr. Arthur Keen (Hon. Secretiy, 1LLBA), Mr. H.C. de 
Lafontaine, Professor Erik Lallerstedt, Mr. H. V. Lanchester, 
Mr, Lanchester, ‘The. Viscount Leverhalme, ‘Mr. Gustal 
Lnden, Monsieur “Albert. Louver, Mr, lah MacAlister 
(Secretary, R.I-B.A.), Mrs, MacAlister, Mr. Mervyn Macart- 
nore SA. Profenor Wellley MeConnd Pofewor Alex. 
jibbon, Mr. James MeNeill (High Commissioner for the 
Inah Pree State), Mr Everett V. Meeks; Sen- Antonio Rivas 
Mercado, Sen, Manuel O. Monasterio, Mr 
Mr. WG. Newon, MG. "Mie. Deriod 0 
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Liverpool Cathedral 


‘THE KING'S TRIBUTE TO THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE CATHEDRAL. 


‘On the roth July, in the presence of the King and 
Queen, the Bishop of Liverpool consecrated the new 
Cathedral Church of Liverpool. Previous. to the 
ceremony at the Cathedral, the Mayor of Liverpool 
tendered the city’s welcome to their Majesties at St. 
George’s Hall. 

His Majesty, in the course of his speech in reply, 
in which he referred to the fact that the date was the 
twentieth anniversary of the day when the late King 
Edward VIL laid the foundation stone of the Cathedral 
said -— 

It is a fine tribute to the piety, the generosity, 
and the local patriotism of the city and diocese 
that, on the 2oth anniversary of the day when my 
ear father laid the foundation stone of the Cathe- 
dal, this great and splendid achievementof modern 
architecture is ready for consecration and use. 

‘The hope which you have expressed that the 
Cathedral Church of Christ in Liverpool may be 
Worthy of the historic Cathedrals of England will 
assuredly be realised. Liverpool has risen to the 
full height of its rare opportunity, and has placed 
itself on a level with those great merchant towns of 
the Middle Ages which found the highest expres 
sion of their religious aspirations and of their civic 
pride in the building and adorning of their Cathe- 
dral Church. 

Neither in its site nor in its architecture need 
Liverpool Cathedral fear comparison with the 
masterpieces of past generations, ‘The position 
chosen dominates the port, and cannot fail to strike 
the imagination of approaching sailors and travellers 
with the belief that this great modern trading 
community—no less than its medieval fore- 
Funners—dlesires to “abide under the shadow of 
the Almighty. 

‘The Cathedral, moreover, is worthy of its high 
spiritual purpose. ‘The whole design brings out 
the grandeur of the architect's conception and the 
skill with which he has solved the problem of 
adapting the buildings to the noble objects it has 
to serve, ‘The necessity of ensuring that a very 
large congregation should be able to see and hear 
preacher introduced into his task a complication 
Which did not trouble the builders of the Middle 
Ages. Liverpool Cathedral marks a most important 
stage in the evolution of modern British architec 
ture, since it is the first instance on so magnificent 
4 scale in which the slavish copying of old models 

















has been eschewed and the Gothic tradition has 
been freely used and transformed by the modern 
spirit to minister to the religious needs of the 
present day. 

‘This Cathedral recalls the great buildings of a 
past age ; itis planned on a colossal scale, and can 
be completed only by efforts continued through- 
out a long series of years. This is the true spirit 
of the medieval builders, who felt that they could 
safely trust the execution of their cherished'schemes 
to the faithful labours of succeeding generations, 
because what they designed to symbolise, the 
undying life of the Church, might well be too vast 
to be accomplished by one generation of men. 
It is a splendid testimony to the vitality of the 
Church in Liverpool that they have embarked 
fearlessly on so noble an enterprise, confident that, 
although they could not see to the end, the work 
would not be allowed to languish, but would 
in due time be carried to completion—* They 
dreamed not of a perishable home who thus could 
build.” ‘Their confidence was grounded also on a 
knowledge of the spirit of their fellow-citizens. 
Tt has long been a characteristic of Liverpool 
that her people have never allowed success in 
commerce to blind their eyes to those values 
which are not to be measured in material balances, 
and that they have given liberally of their wealth 
to, religion, social service, literature, art, and 
science. 

T understand that, when the project of building 
a Cathedral in Liverpool was first launched, some 
fear was felt lest it should divert the money and 
energy so essential for the more ordinary needs of 
the Church. Actual facts have proved these mis- 
givings to be without foundation ; and the magni- 
tude of the conception has quickened the whole 
life of the Church and stimulated the activities of 
the diocese in all directions. Iam convinced that 
the Cathedral, as a centre and expression of the 
religious aspirations of Liverpool, will be felt as 
an inspiration and a force for good in every sphere 
of social and industrial life, and in the entire 
channel of municipal enterprise, 

COURT CIRCULAR, 
Knowsley, Prescot, July 19. 

‘The King this evening received Mr. G, Gilbert Scott, 


architect of Liverpool Cathedral, and conferred upon him the 
honour of knighthood. * 
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Inigo Jones: Some Surviving Misconceptions 





A COMMENTARY Ox 


"Inico Jones” ny Srantey C. RAMSEY, THE Finst voLUME OF THE * Mastens oF Axctt- 


‘TaCTURE "” SERIES. 
BY THE PRESIDENT, MR. J. ALFRED GOTCH, HON. M.A. OXON, F.S.A. 


However brilliant a monograph may be, it loses 
much ofits value if its deductions, comments and criti- 
cisms are founded on erroneous assumptions, Inigo 
Jones is a particularly interesting subject for a mono- 
graph, not only because of his commanding position 
among British architects, but Lccause so little is really 
known of him, his reputation being largely dependent 
on tradition, and tradition which has been accepted 
without close enquiry as to its accuracy. Perhaps for- 
giveness may be extended to.a short statement showing 
that the Inigo Jones traditions cannot be accepted with- 
out serious modifications. 

It has been well said that a writer upon any subject 
should take no statement of anyone else’s for granted, 
at any rate on points of vital importance, but should 
yerify the facts for himself. Of no subject is this more 
true than of Inigo Jones, Much of what has been 
written about him has been repeated by one writer 
after another without enquiry; but anyone who deals 
with his life and work should yerify dates for himself, 
and read as many of his letters and official reports as 
possible, but above all should examine with the 
utmost care the original drawings attributed to him, his 
annotated copy of Palladio, and his sketch-book which 
he used during his second visit to Italy. ‘To those who 

re only acquainted with the traditional accounts and 

their faith to them, such an examination will be a 
revelation. 

‘There are three points in the view ordinarily ac- 
cepted of Jones's work, and accepted without demur by 
Mr. Ramsey, which are of particular interest, namely, 
his connection with the design for the great Paluce at 
Whitehall, with the design for King Charles's Block at 
Greenwich, and with Coleshill. 

‘The Banqueting House at Whitehall is assumed to 
have been part of a vast palace designed by Jones, and 
the only part ever built. But an acquaintance with the 
circumstances under which the Banqueting House was 
actually built, and a study of the drawings of the palace 
itself, which are preserved at Worcester College, Ox- 
ford, at Chatsworth, and in the library of the Royal 
Institute, completely dispose of this assumption. The 
truth is that the Banqueting House was not designed 
as part ofa lange palace; but the palace was designed to 
include that structure after it had been already built. 

In the year 1607 a new Banqueting House, replacing 
an older one, had been built as part of the then existing 
palace by Jeines 1. Smitheon bas 4 plan of it among 

is drawings now at the Institute. In January, 1619, 
this hall was burnt down, and the Banqueting House 
which we know was forthwith built on its site from 























designs by Inigo Jones ; his own drawings for it are 
preserved at Chatsworth. The" model,” or design as it 
would now be called, was completed by April, when 
Jones and others submitted an estimate of the cost, and 
the work was started in June, 1619, ‘The new hail was 
not part ofa large scheme : the only reason for building 
‘it was that the old one had been burnt down, The 
period which elapsed between the destruction of the 
‘old and the start of the new building was far too short 
for the completion of so large a design as that of the 
palace illustrated by Kent, But in fact this design was 
only one out of seven which were actually elaborated. 
In this elaboration, so far as the evidence goes, Jones 
had no part whatever. It was John Webb who worked 
out the whole series, Not only docs Webb expressly 
say that Charles I, when at Hampton Court and the 

le of gree he was in the hands of the Parlia- 
ment), ordered him to prepare designs for the great 
palace at Whitehall, which Webb proceeded to do up 
fo the time of the King’s “ unfortunate calamit 
‘not only is there this express statement, but the y 
ings themselves are by Webb, and the working out of 
his designs ean be followed from his first sketches on- 
wards, “He has also worked out in great detail many 

cular features of the large plan, Further, although 

Itwas Charles I who gave the order, it was Charles 11 
who eventually accepted one of the designs, which, 
however, was never carried out, and the whole idea 
came to nothing. 

Such is a very short summary of a ong story which 
ana ati raniatcaiicon well worth farthes csrciee coal 

As to King Charles's Block at Greenwich, Webb 
must agsin be credited with the design. "There are no 
drawings by Jones of this building, but there are many 
by Webb, including the elevations, which are obviously 
adapted from Palladio’s elevation of the Villa Val- 
marana; so Mr. Ramsey is quite right in saying the 
inspiration was derived from that source. "Webb's 
drawings are dated 1663, 1665, 1666, and 1669-70 ; by 
a warrant of Charles TI, dated 21 Noy. 1666, Webi 
‘was appointed assistant surveyor to Sir John Deham 
“for the erecting and building of our palace at Green= 
wich.” So far as can be gathered, the idea of rebuilding 
this palice originated with Charles ITsometenortnelve 
years after the death of Jones in 1652. But its early 
history still remains to be written by a careful his 
torian, who will, of course, not overlook Webb's plan 
of acomplete layout. So far as the evidence now goes, 
it was Webb who fixed the relationship of King 
Charles's Block to the Queen’s House, one of the 
dominating factors of the whole scheme, 
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As to Coleshill, the evidence relating to its inception 
anil building is furnished by the notebooks of Sir Roger 
Pratt and the diary of Sir Mark Pleydell, who states 
that Pratt was the architect of the house in friendship 
to his cousin, Sir George Pratt, who built it in conse- 
quence of its predecessor having been burnt down in 
1647. Inigo Jones was consulted during the operations, 
and Webb may have had some connection with them, 
but the actual architect appears to have been Pratt, 

Webb, by the way, was not son-in-law to Jones, as 
is so frequently stated, but a connection by marriage, 
his wife being a kinswoman of Jones's. 

‘There remain to be mentioned the copy of Palladio 
with Jones’s annotations, and the sketch-book. It is a 
mistake to think of the former as his ‘‘ architectural 
bible,” for he by no means regarded it as sacred, but 
was quite free with comments and criticisms. It was a 
Sort of commonplace-book in which he jotted down 
all kinds of observations. Among the marginal notes 
are a good many dates, which have to be regarded with 
caution inasmuch as those written in Italy are of the 
New Style, whereas those written after he started for 
home and after his return are of the Old Style, The 
earliest is September 1613, which seems to fix that 
year as the beginning of ts it, not 1612; other 
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dates show that he returned to London in Jan 
1615. His sketch-book is dated Rome 1614, and that 
is really the year he spent in Italy, ‘There is no doubt, 
from the evidence of these books, that he studied the 
antiquities and topography of Rome; and there is 
equally no doubt that he did very little architectural 
sketching but a great deal of sketching from the human 
figure, 

‘Apologies are due to Mr, Ramsey and your readers 
for this endeavour to correct the usually accepted 
notions about Jones and his work. If anyone desires 
to pursue the subject, he can consult a number of 
articles which have appeared in print—for Greenwich, 
the R.LB.A. Journat, 3rd Series, Vol. XVIII, No. 16 
(1911) ; for the Whitehall drawings, The Architectural 
Review, June 1912. Both these papers are fully illus- 
trated with reproductions of the original drawings 
from which readers can form their own conclusions. 
Coleshill is dealt with in the appendices to The English 
Home from Charles 1 to George IV, Batsford, 1919, 
In the same book the Whitchall drawings are dis- 
cussed. ‘The architect of Coleshill is also discussed 
in Country Life in July and August 1919, pp. 108 and 
138. The sketch-book is described in The Architectural 
Review, March 1917, 











Review 

SMALL HOUSES FOR 'THE COMMUNITY. 
By C,H. James and F. R. Yerbury. 4°. London, 

i £1 118, 6d. [Crasby, Lockicood & Sone) 

‘The problem of Housing is now finally reali 

as a national question of the greatest social import- 
ance, and to its solution every Government and Muni- 
cipality is called upon to contribute, No longer is it 
an affair for a few social idealists, but is everybody's 
concern. ‘This is becoming generally recognised, and 
sete tnatiot vane Gervivine pabie isterest 
in architecture generally, there is a growing interest 
in this question which provides the strongest ground 
for an. optimistic belief in future development. With- 
Sut a general public understanding of the clements 
of this matter and a public backing the executive 
cannot proceed far, May it also become recognised 
that the architectural aspect of the question is a large 
Part, and that the trained architect, as tinct from 
the trained surveyor, has a vital contribution to make. 
It is, therefore, an. opportune time for this book 
to appear, supplying as it does a record and measure 
of attainment. Unfortunately the work set out here 
sannot be said to represent the average housing scheme. 
‘The examples given are chosen from among the best, 
and chosen deliberately to assist in forming a standard 
for future guidance. Whatever criticisms from an 
architectural standpoint may be made of the accom- 
Plished work, it is clear froma study of Messrs, James 
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and Yerbury's book that avery great advance has been 
made upon the earlier work. Much of the fussy 
icturesque individualism of the early garden suburbs 
as gone, for we can no longer afford broken roof 
surfaces and projections and irritations of one kind 
and another, ‘The unit has become larger and design 
broader. Streets are being designed instead of 
individual houses, and a communal idea is finding 
expression. Tt may be hoped that the unit of design 
may be still further enlarged and that there will be 
terraces from which the destructive individual front 
gardens have disappeared. Perhaps Richelieu, Nancy, 
Bath will be studied rather than the pretty accidents 
of the English village. Of all the work here illus- 
trated that of Messrs. Adshead and Ramsey at Dor- 
manstown and Kennington has perhaps achieved 
the most in that the communal idea is here best 
expressed, 

Mr. James contributes chapters on the economics, 
the selection and planning of the site, and the design 
and construction of the individual ‘houses. While 
disclaiming any intention to go deeply into these 
aspects he supplies a very useful outline. ‘The book 
contains working drawings, specification and quan- 
tities for a group of houses at Welwyn by Messrs, 
Hennell and James, and sixteen schemes illustrated 
by photographs and working drawings and the 
addition of three examples from Holland, Sweden 
and Denmark. ‘The book is produced in a very 
pleasing manner. C. Cowtss-Voysey [41]. 
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The British Architects’ Conference at Oxford 


gi JULY 1024. 


(Mr. J. Wells, Warden of Wadham), prior to the 

Iecture by Mr, Edward Warren, on “An Historical 
Sketch of Oxford,” welcomed the members of the Confer~ 
ence on behalf of Oxford University at the Sheldonian 
‘Theatre. 

He had the honour of receiving them in the name of the 
University, As they knew, the University of Oxford did 
not do anything officially for the study of architecture; he 
‘meant “officially” in the sense of having examinations i 
that respect they were, he might say, inferior, though the 
‘question might be argued—and he would like very much 
to ask their opinions upon it—to the sister University of 
‘Cambridge, where they allowed their graduates to take a 
certificate in architecture; there wax a good deal to be 
said for that, and perhaps Oxford might come to it later. 
‘They had atthe present moment » Commitie of Fine Ars 
in Oxford ; but all the University had done for architecture 
‘was to have the great advantage of employing the services 
Of architects, with the results which they saw around 
them, Oxford had been well served by their profession, 
tnd he especially had the right to say that because be 
had the honour of presiding over the College which 
‘gave Christopher Wren to the University in 1649; Wren 
resided at Wadham for two or three years before he went 
to All Souls, but his connection with Wadharn was longer 
than that, for he came to them ognin, as Professor of 
Astronomy, As they knew, he was one of the most in 
sided of men and would have been the greatest Engliah 
mathematician aftr Newton if hud not chosen fo the 
frreatest of English architects, Wren yas residing at Wad- 
ham nt the time he designed the building in which they 
‘were; this, as they knew, inarked the complete triumph of 
the eassical style in Oxford over the old Gothic traditions 
‘which had lasted so markedly in Oxford, and of which the 
Colleje in which he (che speaker) hd had the honour of 
receiving them, was so striking an example. t was rather 
pathetic that i¢ should have been a son of Wadham who 
Completely killed the old Gothic tradition at Oxford. 
Probably, however, the time had come when the old style 
hhad to. pass away, and the new style of architecture in 
England had to be developed. Wren certainly started 
that in a most magnificent way. 

‘As Oxford had benefited so much from architecture and 
architects, it was fitting and desirable they should have the 
honour of receiving Members of the Institute there, In 
England they had a way of producing results without 

‘which sometimes, at any rate, were as good as those 
voduced in other countries by the most elaborate systems. 
Aitwo of the greatest names in present-day English arc 
tecture were those of Oxford men, Sir‘Thomas Jackson, 
lanex-acholar and now an honorary Fellow of Wadham, had 
very largely rebuilt Oxford, and represented, he thought. 
Admirably the great traditions of English architecture, based 
ft once upon knowledge of the past and on an under- 
standing of the present day. He would like to mention one 
other name, one of his contemporaries, Sir Reginald 
Blomfield, who went out from Oxford to forward the cause 





O% 10 July the Vice-Chancellor of Oxford University 



































of English architecture elsewhere, und at the same time to 
ive them theadvantage of his skill there, in the building of 
Lady Margaret Holl, 

‘Vice-Chancellor's own view of the relations of the 
University to architecture certainly was that they ought in 
Oxford to do ll they could tomake themselves famitiar with 
the great traditions of the past. He did not think any living 
art ought to be fettered by these, but at the same time he 
thoughtthey would agree with himn that in all the work done 
in the present, they should take note of the lessons of the 
past. He thought that in Oxford, not only by examples, of 
Which they had plenty, but also by precept, they ought to 
do something (0 spread the knowledge of architecture 
amongst their own men. ‘This had been done, at any rate 
dince the Gothic revival began, more or less by the old 
Oxford Historical and Architectural Society, of which at 
fone time he had the honour to be the librarian. In the 
fold days that Society, he thought, did vigorous and good 
‘work, due to Edward Augustus’ Freeman, who was a 
scholar at Trinity and who came back to Oxford as Regus 
Professor of History ; certainly, in his view, English history 
‘was always associated with the great buildings of the past. 
Hie (the speaker) learned from Freeman the fove of archi~ 
tecture and what it meant jn history, and he seemed to be 
the type of man whom they really wanted in. Oxford, 
so that their young men might understand the great herie 
tage they had in the past. ‘The Vice-Chancellor then said 
thit they were proud now to claim as a son of Oxford their 
President, Mr. Gotch, who, as they knew, had done yeo- 
man service in reminding the present generation of the ex 
tragedinary beauty and the richness of the inheritance 
‘which had come down to them from the past, not only in 
the ehurehet, but also jn the domestic architecture of 

ingland, of which Mr, Gotch had written eo 
aici! ete 
fe felt that he might add that they were doing somethin, 
officially in Oxford to promote the study of English chic 
tecture, During the last year they had had the advantage 
of a course of lectures from Mr. W, G, Newton;, Me. 
Nowton’s lectures had been largely attended, and he was 
sure something had been done to promote the knowledye 
of the history of architecture. He understood the Royal 
Institute had been good enough to offer to help in the ean 
tinuance of those lectures during the coming year; the 
University hnd for the moment decided to drop them, but 
the Vice-Chancellor had good reason to hope they would 
be renewed in the course of the next year. ‘There was only 
‘one other thing he desired to say. He wanted to draw thelt 
Attention to a small part of Oxford, which, while i crate 
not be said badly to need repair, at the same time might 
berestoredto a more scemly state of things it dated from 
the time and from the skill of Christopher Wren, “When 
they went out from that building they had on the one hand 
the Congregation House of the University; on the Hight 
hand side ofthis to the north they had the muscum, which 
Bare taawestod was designed by Wren although the sug~ 
vied 1. At any rate it was an interest 
building which he might ny had returned ne ol fone 
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tions once more, It was the oldest museum in Oxford, same time to congratulate him that he had never asked 
he was not sure it was not the oldest museum in. England. for the assistance of an architect in his own beautiful 
taba fansferred its contents tothe Science Museum college, and he hoped the Vice-Chancellor might ‘ong be 
ialanealeriesin Beaumont Street, and theold University spared the necessity of altering the present ean or 
tuilding was given up todictionarymakingand geography; that charmiig bet 
but now once more they were going to make it a museum, Mr, W. H, Stucke “RLBA., of Johannesburg, repre- 
‘® Unique museum, of scientific instruments, of which the senting the South’ African Institutes of Architects, 
‘nucleus would be the splendid collection of Mr, Louis seconded the vote of thanks. He said that in South 
Evans, the brother of Sir Arthur ‘Evans, the greatexplorer; Africa they had not the advantage of the inspiration to be 
round this would be gathered the memorials of Oxford drawn from the old work, with which they were surrounded 
science in the past, He believed he was rightin saying it in this country, and especially in Oxford. Nevertheless 
would be the most complete museum of scientific history they did their best to carry on the traditions which were 
in the British Isles and pert ‘in the world, Between this handed dawn from their forefathers, and they studied, he 
museum and the north of the Congregation House could assure ‘them, ‘notonlycontemporary work, but also the 
‘there was an ornamental wall, ‘separating the property of the old work, Most of them in the colony werebornin England. 
University from Exeter College. It was elaborately built, the opportunity of studying English architecture: 
qnudit was designed almost certainly by Christopher Wren. in their earlier years, In no country in the world ea they 
It was designed in part as a bounda: wall, but itwasalso get such fine examples of Gothic work as in England. 
to be the background ofthe Arundel marbles which were ““The Vce-Chancelon essen thes tid ee ad 
‘Presented to: University at that time. Those marbles that the vote of thanks had been seconded by 4 member of 
ood in the open air for the greater part of 200 years, and the British races beyond the seas, Our readin cece 
now they were in the University Museum. Most of the their traditions, He thought the University could claim 
decorations of the wall had fallen off, but if any body of connection with South Africa in that they had just pub- 
architects cared to restore it to its original condition, the lished a book entitled The Historic Houses of South ica. 
wall itself was there, It might seem ungracious of hi ‘The great they in the University and they in their 
‘Suggest this small present, but if ‘anyone conceived the ic profession and Englishmen. everywhere had to consider 
shigicha restoration, it would be much appreciated by him- as how, in these new democratic days that had ‘come ural 
self as Vice-Chancellor and he thought by the University. come tostay, they were going to supply the same traditions 
Having put his suggestion in the form of a request, he the same_inopiration which was secured By. thes fare! 
would like to say again how happy he wastowelcomethem fathers, The great iraditions of their country had left 
there thie day, them « constitutional heritage which they in democratic 
hs President (Mr J. Alfred Gotch) proposed a vote days had to maintain, That was their task and they hed 
of thanks to the Vice-Chancellor for the very kind way in yor to carry it out, E 
which he had welcomed them to the ancient city of Oxford. Mr. Edward P, Warren, F.R.LB.A,, President of the 
He should also like to thank him for his reference to the Berks, Bucks and Oxon Architectural Association, then 
work of members of their, great profession or art,andatthe delivered his lecture on" An Historical ‘Sketch of Oxford,” 
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Historical Sketch of Oxford” 


BY EDWARD P. WARREN [F.]- 


my temerity in venturing here in Oxford, in such 
‘august presence, and in a building dedicated to 
the dignified functions of your ancient university, to 
offer my poor observations upon the architectural 
history and the features and aspects of your wonderful 
city, My endeavour, however, is to offer some small 
measure of information in regard to the origin and 
architectural disposition of Oxford, to the less initiated 
members of my audience, amongst the visitors whom, 
our Conference has, by the good will and courtesy of 
the University, assembled here to-day, andin regard to 
whom T am credibly informed that some are actually 
making on this occasion their first visit to Oxford. 

‘My own first visit was made more years ago than I 
am inclined to count, but I shall never forget the 
intensely vivid, the overwhelming impression of the 
beauty, the glamour, and the character of a city which, 
to me, has grown in charm, in spite of some of its 
recent and regrettable expansions, with every recur~ 
rent visit, and which I devoutly and admiringly believe 
to be still the most beautiful in Great Britain. 

Tam inclined, indeed, to envy the non-initiate 
amongst our party, the fervour of their first impression. 

(Of the antiquity of Oxford it is impossible to speak 
with any precision. Its site, on a broad spit of gravel 
between two rivers, which, with their tributaries, made 
it at once so difficult of hostile and so easy of friendly 
‘access; the fish, the wattles and the reeds afforded by 
those rivers, and the pasturage of the level mea 
watered by them, all contribuited to render it the inevit- 
Ubte site, in the first place, of a primitive settlement, 
and later of a fortified town. 

"That it was an important town as towns went in the 
earliest times of which we bave record, there is abun- 
dant evidence. és 

‘One of the first essentials in the position of an ancient 
town was its possibilities of defence. To the site of 
Oxford, the many bifurcations, and the double, and, 
in places, triple, channels of the Cherwell on the east 

‘south-east, to their junction with the broader 
Stream of Thanies, which, in its course from the north- 
‘west, twice bifurcated and rejoined, protected the 
western and southern sides. Thus only the north side 
Temained to be protected by a ditch or moat, joining 
‘Thames to Cherwell, ‘These features offered peculiar 
facilities of protection, and could be, as they were, 
increased by using the earth dug from the moat to 
form the ramparts of the town, and the mound, which 
still remains as an evidence of primitive fortification, to 
protect the western approach. = 
iper read at the Conference on to July. 


I AM more than conscious, Mr. Vice-Chancellor, of 




















‘The position of Oxford, nearly in the centre ofa line 
between the estuaries of Thames and Severn, and upon 
the line of junction of the primitive land routes from 
north to south, and east to west, added to its inevitable 
character as a stronghold and a mart. It offered rela~ 
tively easy communication with the port of London and 
the sea, as well as with the fortresses of Windsor and 
Wallingford, Its primitive walls were probably mere 
palisades of stout timber, but against primitive weapons 


.and forms of attack, these were sufficiently formidable, 


‘though, as we shall’see, whatever security they offered 
did not avail against a determined enemy. 

"The most determined, and the most dreaded of 
enemies were the Danes, to whom the Thames estuary 
offered a ready means of approach, not only to London, 

ut as far as tidal water would’ carry them, say 0 
Teddington, or on flood tides considerably higher, 
and who on occasions pushed high up the 
‘Thames, left their ships and marched through the 
forests of the Chilterns to fall upon Oxford, which 
they ravaged and burned at least upon three successive 
ecasions, in 979, 1902, and 1010. 

‘The name of Oxford, Oxenford, or Oxnaford, as it 
was originally known to the Saxons, is sufficiently 
Explanatory, as a ford for oxen, just as Hertford was 
the harts’ ford, or a ford for deer. Oxford, however, 
pposseased three fords at least, and after a long summer 
Krought probably more, in the days of the relatively 
‘Shallow and rapidly running uncanalised rivers. It 
jnust have been a place of some importance as early 
fs 912, a9 it was then coupled with London in the 
English Chronicle, in relation to the death of Ethelred, 

[dorman of the Mercians, and the succession of 
King Eadweard, who " took’ to himself Lundenbyrg 
and Oxnaford, and all the lands that were obedient 
thereto.’ 

Tt was successively the central southern frontier 
post of the Kingdom of Mercia, and the northern of 
that of Wessex. It was frequently the meeting place 
of the Gemot, and seems to have been the place of the 
coronation and death of the first Harold, if not his 
capital. ‘The Gemot probably assembled upon the 
Castle Mound, as, when it could not be accommodated 
in a natural amphitheatre, like that of the Moot Hill 
near Salisbury, its meetings were customarily. held 
onsomesert ofl slope. 3 

iy the end of the tenth century O: i 
and, asthe times went, strongly int Rayaie hs pa 
at its western extremity some sort of castle or fort 
upon the Mound in the river loop before referred to, 

churches, the dwellings of citizens of various 
‘degrees, and a market, and early in the eleventh century, 
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had erected a stone tower which, by the middle of that 
century was, in all probability, its most conspicuously 
new, a8 itis naw its most conspicuously ancient, feature, 
the tower of St, Michael’s Church. 

‘When, in the memorable year of 1066 that blessing in 
disguise, the Norman invasion, fell ikea thunderbolt on 
southern England, and within a few weeks of the battle 
of Hastings had obliterated the rivalries of Mercia and 
Wessex, had overwhelmed all opposition, capturin; 
‘or more often making unopposed entry into fortifie 
places, Oxford was a town of considerable wealth and 
Importance, important enough, in any case, to receive 
very speedy attention from a Norman army, and to 
witness the determined entry of D’Oilgi’s Force, 
splashing through the fordsof Cherwell and Thames, in 
jingling chain mail, and conical topped helmets, penons 
fluttering, kite-shaped shields rattling, and the long 
swords clanking ominously. Whether the Castle on the 
mound, or thetown withinits bulwarks,orboth, resisted 
for a while, there is no certain means of knowing, Some 
think that there was a short siege, others that submis- 
sion was immediate, What is very certain is that the 
conquerors lost little time in taking accurate stock of 
their new possessions, in repairing the walls and bridges 
and in setting to work, no doubt with forcedlocallabour, 
to build a powerful fortress on the site of the Saxon 
stronghold and its Mound. 

‘With the establishment of the Normans and the 
Domesday Survey, we at once get upon a firmer footing 
as to facts and dates, and, by the evidence of that in- 
valuable compilation, we learn that very soon after the 
Conquest there were at Oxford 243 houses paying 
geld” or tax, and 478 unoceupied and ruinous, pro- 
bably as the result of the recent fire, and, at any rate 
unable to pay tax. ‘The King has twenty “ wall man- 
sions” which were Earl Algar’s in the time of King 
Edward " paying" as it is stated,“ both then and now 
fourteen shillings less twopence’”; and one mansion 
paying sixpence, belonging to Shipton ; another paying 
Pourpence, belonging to Bloxham, a third paying thirty 
pence, belonging to Risborough ; and two others paying 
fourpence, belonging to Twyford in Buckinghamshire ; 
one of these is unoccupied. ‘They are called wall man- 
sions, “because if there is need and the King 
command it, they shall repair the wall.” 

Further we learn that “ All the burgesses of Oxene- 
ford hold in common a pasture outside the wall that 
brings in six shillings and eightpence.”” ‘This pasture is 
the noble Port Meadow which the burgesses still enjoy, 
and the income from which seems as modest as the 
house rents, ; 

‘Another of the Conqueror’s officers —Roger of Ivri, 
Robert d’Oilgi’s brother in arms, held fifteen houses in 
Oxford und considerable other property. In 1071 
D’Oilgi began to build the castle, the great ** donjon” 
‘or western tower of which still exists, alongside the 
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Saxon Mound within the fines of the old moat, and 
upon the bank of the Mill Stream. ‘The old Mill, 
inventoried in Domesday Book, still exists and func 
tions, undera modernised form. 

Other relics of D'Oilgi’s building activities are the 
very interesting and typical Norman crypt of the 
Church of St, George under the lee of this tower, and 
the remarkable vaulted well Chamber of the Mound 
built above the 70 feet shaft of the well. 

Further remains of Norman work in Oxford are 
fairly plentiful but less homogeneous, 

‘The Cathedral is a Norman church, though much 
amended, and overlaid by later work. In St, Peter's 
in the East you have the remarkable and beautiful 
chancel and most characteristic and interesting crypt. 
‘There ia Norman work in Holywell Church, notably 
the chancel arch, and a Norman cellar or crypt (either 
‘name will serve—the choice is between Latin and Greek 
derivation) at Frewin Hall. 

‘A.couple of miles ot less to the eastward of the city is 
the wonderful little Norman church of Iffley, built in 
the second half of the twelfth century. 

‘All these instances show the robust, round-arched 
Norman manner very characteristically. 

"The Normans were not, of course, the first builders 
of churches in and around Oxford, ' ‘The evidence of 
the building itself seems to show that the tower of St. 
Michael's Church was prior to their arrival. It was 
probably damaged by siege or the recent fire, and 
partial rebuilding therefore necessary. ‘The names of 
Saxon and of Celtic saints appear in the records of 
pre-Norman dedications, such as St. Werburgh, St. 
Mildred, St. Frideswide, and St. Budoc, and it is 
Boab, if uncertain, that Desde the nunnery of St. 

‘rideswide, there existed various small religious 
houses before the Conquest, and that there were 
schools attached to these which formed the humble 
beginnings of the great place of learning that was to 
come, It is at any rate certain that the permanent 
establishment of the Normans and their soldiery was 
followed by those of religious orders from France. 
‘And this was only natural, for the Normans, albeit 
hard and dour, were devout, and their religion was a 
necessary part of their civilisation, Furthermore they 
were astute enough to welcome, in a strange and hostile 
country, and near their military strongholds, large 
monasteries, which represented increased man power, in 
case of trouble, This reason may account for the later 
conversion of the nunneryof St, Frideswideinto a priory. 

‘The various orders came in rapid succession, the 
first apparently the Dominicans or Black Friars, to 
whom lands were given in the Jews Quarter, these 
they subsequently sold, and re-established themselves 
in St. Ebbe's parish, where they built a house, church 
‘and schools, of which I think there is little or no 
vestige but the names of Blackfriars Road and Street, 
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Next came the Franciscans or Grey Friars, who 
were similarly established, and grew from the humblest 
beginning and the appropriate simplicity and poverty 
of their rule, to affluence as well as learning. They 
also built a large convent, a church and schools, 
Later came the Benedictines, and the Carmelites or 
White Friars, all bringing Latin and French, and 
establishing schools, 

The great Abbey of Osney, West of Oxford, was 
founded early in the twelfth century by Augustinians, 
‘The abbey church is reported to have been of great 
magnificence, and when Oxford ceased to belong to 
the immense diocese of Lincoln, the abbey became a 
cathedral and the abbot a bishop. Nothing of this 
abbey remains to-day, and little or any of the other 
religious houses, such as Rewly Abbey, that sur- 
rounded Oxford. ‘Their schools and the influence of 
those schools, and the scholarship promoted amongst 
the various orders, greatly helped to establish, the 
early repute of Oxford as a place of learning allied to 
religion, a conjunction that was accepted as 60 obvious 
and natural, that in the early days of the University, 
its chief secular business, its meetings and disputations 
were carried on within’ the walls of the University 
Church of St. Mary the Virgin, before the building of 
the Divinity School, and the Old" Schools in the 
‘quadrangle beneath the Bodleian Library. 

Learning at Oxford was, in the early days of the 
University, not well housed, but as time brought 
increased wealth and increased numbers, it brought 
with them an increased demand for appropriate bulld- 
ings, and a natural desire for architectural dignity, So, 
from uncertain and humble beginnings, through times 
of great hardship and difficulty, strife and disaster, 
through pestilence and famine, oppression and war, 
the little University in the little town between the 
rivers, has grown to world-wide fame and immense 
influence and prestige, and the town to a city ccle- 
brated for the beauty, the character and the interest 
of its buildings, 

‘To understand Oxford of to-day, itis first necessary 
to understand the form and disposition of medieval 
Oxford, the little walled town compressed within its 
fortifications, some of which happily survive. 

This, as you will see by Agas’s old map, presents the 
plan of an irregular oblong rather sack-like in form, 
roughly speaking some half-mile in length from east to 
west, and a quarter-mile in width from north to south, 
and having a more or less square eastern end or base, 
and converging at the west end towards a nearly circular 
hhead which is the Castle with its ‘*enceinte " and 
the Moat formed by artificial extension of a river bend. 
Agas’s and other old maps show the walls quite clearly, 
and you may still, and with ease and comfort, see 
considerable length of the northern and eastern por- 
tions, which form the boundary of New College 





























‘den, where you will see a typical bastion, and may 
Observe that the beautiful tile Bell tower of that 
college occupies the site of another bastion, and was, 
in fact, a defensive tower in the fortified line, ‘The 
‘outer side of this wall is fully visible on the north side 
of New College, and at intervals behind the houses of 
Long Wall, where the eastern side of the old city wall 
ran southward to the east gate, at the end of High 
Street, and thence south-west and westward enclosing 
‘Merton College, where further portions of wall and 
bastion may. still be seen, to enclose Corpus College 
and Christ Church, just west of which was the south 
gate, and the bridge or Grand Pont, thence skirting 
the southern side of Pembroke College, to turn north 
westward towards the Castle ditch and the western city 
gate; and north-eastward to the north gate flanked 
by St, Michael's Church and the tower jocularly known 
as Bocardo, and so called, it is said, from a difficult 
figure in logic, easier to get into than out of ; now long 
demolished, and which had a somewhat dismal hist 
asa jail or lock-up, ‘Thence the wall ran eastward, 
along the southern side of Broad Street, crossing the 
site of the Sheldonian Theatre, and passing behind 
that of the old Clarendon Press building, where it is 
indicated by lines cut into the pavement, to continue 
to the Tower of New College before referred to, but 
pierced, just north of Hertford College and the Chapel 
of St, Catherine, by a small gate which was known as 
Smith Gate, 

Tt will be seen that several of the old colleges lie 
outside of the walls, Balliol, ‘Trinity, St, John’s and 
Wadham to the north, Worcester—formerly Gloucester 
Hall—to the north-west, and Magdalen to the east, 
six in all, but all, excepting perhaps St. John’s and 
Wadham, built during a period when city walls were 
still of importance. It was necessary then that the 
extra mural medieval college should be something of 
a fortress in itself. 

‘The thirteenth century saw much new work in 
the Cathedral, and most of St. Giles’s Church, with its 
very unusual four-gabled south aisle and lancet 
windows, built before the end ofitsfirst quarter, ‘The 
middle of the century added the handsome arcaded 
belfry stage to the Cathedral tower and the short 
ectagonal spire and columnar angle pinnacles. ‘To- 
Wards its end, and in a manner changing rapidly to 
what we know as the decorated or early fourteenth 
century manner, came the beautiful choir of Merton 
College Chapel, and the elaborate shrine of St. Frides- 
Wide Jin the Cathedral. ‘The fourteenth century 
added much that still remains at Oxford, including the 
rebuilding of the old city wall, much of which is still 
to be seen. But Oxford, fi 
towns, suffered in its building activities and its crafts 
by the deadly arrest of the Black Death, hich paralysed 
them for a score or so of years after 1348, and you will 
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find little work dating from that period of gloom and 
depopalation ; towards the end, however, came the 
superb achievement of New College. 

The fifteenth century, busy and active, added 
immensely to the buildings of Oxford, much that has 
disappeared and much that most happily remains, 
‘This period, indeed, set a fashion of college archi- 
tecture in Oxford that prevailed in essentials into the 
seventeenth century. The fifteenth saw the transepts 
and fine tower of Merton completed, Balliol hall and 
library built, Al! Souls’ Front Quadrangle and Chapel, 
the Divinity School, and at Magdslen St. John’s 
Quadrangle, the Founder's and Muniment towers, 
the chapel, hall and cloisters, and, finally, at its very 
termination, the admirable bell tower, begun at the 
close of the century and completed in the early years of 
the sixteenth, a fitting culmination to a splendid group. 

‘The sixteenth century saw Wolsey’s ambitious and 
magnificent conversion of a monastic “ house " into 
his Cardinal’s College, now Christ Church, the building 
ofthe noble dining hail. The great quadrangle, which 
contains the Canon’s dwellings, and the various offices 
of this college, and forms a splendid vestibule of 
approach to the Cathedral, the long and finely pro- 
portioned front, with the great central gateway, and 
the flanking and angle turrets along St. Aldate’s, the 
gate tower of which remained unfinished till Wren 
added, late in the next century, the belfry that houses 
* Great Tom.” ‘This century was, later, too much 
disturbed by the Reformation and religious and political 
troubles, until its fourth quarter, for much building ; 
but what it did build was mostly in conservative" Per- 
pendicular” Gothic, a manner it carried on, albeit 
with some semi-classical embellishments, well into, 
and as we have seen a little beyond, the seventeenth 
century. : 

Of ‘carly seventeenth century architecture, of 
Elizabethan and Jacobean work, Oxford is full in its 
university, collegiate and domestic buildings. To 
the later ‘seventeen and early eighteenth centuries, 
Wren and his followers contributed many buildings 
which, after two centuries ormore, are characteristic 
features of the Oxford of to-day. sad 

1 do not attempt to describe these buildings ; they 
are before you, and you will see them for yourselves 
under the conduct, if you so desire it, of the initiated 
ladies and gentlemen ‘who have volunteered for that 
service, : 

In England, and especially in Oxford, the native 
local style of building lingered long after the partial 
adoption of # foreign manner, known as that of the 
Renaissance, and derived from the French, the 
Flemings and the Germans, who were copying the 
Tealians, who were copying, more or less, the remains 
of Roman buildings and Greek statuary which they 
were rediscovering. 
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‘The acceptation in this country was, fora long time, 
slow and half-hearted, and, throughout England, and 
more particularly in the west, there are many curious 
and interesting instances of survivals of and reversion 
to the native manner of Gothic architecture, but none, 
as far a3 I'am aware, more marked than in Oxford, 
which has been called in another relation the home 
of lost causes,"* and has certainly been so in regard to 
Native Gothic architecture, when that was already 
a fost cause elsewhere. 

‘To cite three well-known instances, you have 
the deliberately Gothic College, founded, endowed 
and built in 1610, by Nicholas and’ Dorothy 
Wadham. ‘This College was destined, curiously, a 
little later to become the academic cradle of our 
greatest " Renaissance Architect ”—Sir Christopher 
‘Wren, who, however, had his moments of reversion 
to Gothic types. 

‘You then haye two remarkable anachronisms in 
manner, The elaborate porch, actually Gothic in its 
general conception, but most deliberately and deter- 
minedly classic in detail and intention, added in 1637 
to the Gothic University Church of St. Mary the 
Virgin, by the gift of Archbishop Laud’s Chaplain— 
Dr. Morgan Owen, and by a designer of uncertain 
identity, thought by some to be Nicholas Stone, an 
attribution to which I personally incline, ‘Three years 
later came the beautiful fan-yaulted staircase of Christ 
Church Hall, deliberately Gothic in all constructive 
essentials, and in general effect, but bearing indicati 
of its actual period in its roof bosses and minor details, 

‘There is, however, a still more startling instance of 
anachronism, of which T have only become definitely 
aware quite lately, in the buildings forming the east 
and west sides of the Middle Quadrangle at Oriel, 
‘These, with their mullioned windows, their doorways, 
strong courses, and hood moulds, and their coped and 
curvilinear gablets, all in the pronounced manner of 
the early seventeenth century, or as we call it, Jacobean 
Gothic, date from the early years of the eighteenth 
century, 1719 and 1723. 

‘You will see, therefore, that the student of archi- 
tecture in Oxford must be well instructed as to dates, 
or walk warily in regard to attributed periods. He 
needs local as well as general historical knowledge. 

‘The theatre in which we are assembled, built by the 
munificence of Archbishop Sheldon and opened in 
1669, was one of Wren’s first essays in architecture, 
and still, as you observe, serves its purposes not 
unfitly. 

Several buildings in Oxford are attributed to him 
without the warrant of positive evidence; butsince itis 
well known that his advice was as freely given as it was 
freely sought, itis probable that, in many instances, he 
gave general advice without supplying positive direc- 
tions or drawings. He gppears, however, to have been 
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‘employed upon work at Trinity College, and the north 
Eire the Garden Court is confidently attributed to 
him, and is said to have been in progress before the 
theatre was completed. 

He advised as to the rebuilding of Queen's College, 
and designed the chapel, and the design exists, though 
different in detail to that executed. But since Hawks- 
moor, his pupil and friend, is known to have carried 
out the front quadrangle and its imposing screen and 
cupola, itis very possible that Wren, who was getting 
very old (he died in 1723 at the age of 91), ex 
advice, and, very likely, rough sketches for both 
chapel’ and hall, ‘The old hall or * refectory " was 
only pulled down in 1722, so that it is unlikely that 
Sir Christopher ean have seen the building of the new 
one. 

In regard to the chapel, more confidently attributed 
to him, it may be that he had made drawings for. this 
and the hall, and that Hawksmoor carried out both, 
"The general treatment of the front quadrangle, and the 
screen, completed about 1730, most probably were 
derived from the great man’s inspiration. These 
striking features, however, so closely resemble in idea 
Dr. Caius’ Court and Gate of Honour at Caius College, 
Cambridge, which gave to his college a quadrangle 
with the chapel forming the north side, dwellings upon 
the east and west, and the low screen and fine central 
gate on the south side, planned carefully by the very 
Able and rather meticulous doctor for the admission of 
southern sunshine, on clearly and emphatically stated 
grounds of health, that it seem unlikely that the 
resemblance is accidental, 

Dr. Caius had set a new fashion, in the open-fronted 
College Court. Hawksmoor, at’ any rate, repeated 
this form in his Great Quadrangle at All Souls Col 
next door, but in this instance, his ‘* open” si 
its low central screen and gateway, is of necessit 
west side, and, like all that he did at All Souls, is in 
the" Gothic manner." His queer, thin, but pictur- 
‘esque twin towers, which seem to have heen suggested 
by the west front of a church, perhaps by Wren's 
suggestions for Westminster Abbey, face the screen on 
the east side of the quadrangle, On the north side of 
this fine court, and over the central doorway of the 
‘Codrington Library, is an indubitable bit of Wren’s 
work, designed by him as a Fellow, as he had become, 
for his own college. Tl the great sundial which 
he sets out, and which was first put up on the north 
side of the beautiful and complete little front quad~ 
rangle, upon the range combining chapel and hall 

Hawksmoor’s work at All Souls is much criticised, 
but whatever its merits or demerits, one most con 
spicuous service rendered by him to that College, to 

ford and the world, should never be forgotten. 
‘This service was to protest against, and successfully, 
the demolition, actually proposed to him by the Col- 

































lege, of the beautiful little front qi with its 
entrance tower on the High Street, almost all of the 
fineeath century and very perfect,’ He thus resisted 
‘opportunity of planning and building a comy 
dew College, Hicsayes Woateveris goed ints Kind 
ought to be preserved in respect to antiquity as well as 
our present advantage, for destruction can be profit- 
able to none but such as live by it, What Iam offering 
at in this article is for the preservation of Antient 
durable Publick Buildings that are strong and usfull, 
instead of erecting new fantasticall perishable Trash.” 

He carried the day, and the quadrangle and its tower 
remain, as you will, I hope, see for yourselves this 
afternoon, 

With this fine achievement, which should insure to 
Nicholas Hawksmoor a niche in any future hall of the 
Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings, we 
may, in all honour and regard, bid adieu to his memory, 
whether or no we agree with Walpole in his dictum 

mm his work at “AIT Souls, that “the Architect has 

lundered into a picturesque scenery not devoid of 
grandeur.” If he had not won his victory, you would 
be unable to see several very beautiful and interestin 
things that I hope you will see. | On the eastside 
the front quadrangle and on the first floor is the 
elaborate and charming old ibrary, late Elizabethan or 
early Jacobean, with its fascinating ceiling, its 
“lantern” pendants, its Paneling and its heraldry. 
‘You will also see the fine little Chapel, its imposi 
oak screen, and its adeirable old glam, ‘The ball and 
i id the very handsome Codrington 
;, which contain amongst its chief treasures, a 
large collection of Wren’s drawings. It should be 
borne in mind that the College of All Souls, or All 
Soulen College,” was founded by Archbishop Chichele, 
himself a Wykehamist, in 1437, for the study of 
philosophy, theology and law, ‘but primarily and 
ostensibly as a war memorial, where masses might 
be sung for the souls of those who fell in the 
French wars. 

1 must apologise if my dates and references seem to 
come in odd order, but Wren and Hawksmoor have 
Jed me to All Souls, and that College not unnaturally 
to some hint of its origin. 

It is easier to trace the origin and dates of foundation 
‘of the colleges than those of the university itself, and 
my temerity, in this presence, carries me no further 
than the statement that the University of Paris 
to have been, to some extent, a model for that of 
Oxford, and that, as the University of Paris is thought 
to have grown from the schools of Notre Dame, that of 
Oxford may have found its origin in those of St. Frides- 
wide, which appear to have been grouped to the west- 
ward of the church of that saint, and therefore to have 
pores part of the sites of Christ Church and Tom 
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A strong connection with France was a natural 
outcome of the Norman Conquest, and about a hundred 
ars after that event there seems to have been a migra- 
tion of English students from Paris to Oxford. ‘There is 
frequent mention of French speaking at Oxford, and 
nothing can be more likely than that, under Norman- 
French dominance, and with a French-speaking garri- 
son at the Castle, that tongue should have been, as it 
was at Westminster, the common speech of the edu- 
cated classes, 

Mr. Boase, in his book on Oxford, states that a 
statute of the thirteen century ordains that Latin 
should be construed in English and French alternately, 
lest French be dropped altogether, 

What I believe may chiefly interest my brother archi- 
tects, who are present in such numbers to-day, is the 
evolution and establishment both at Oxford and at 
Cambridge, of the typical grouping and form of college 
buildings, and it seems to me that, as the more ancient 
university of the two and possessing, in Merton College, 
the earliest of deliberate college foundations, and in 
New College the most typical early instance of carefully, 
ordained architectural grouping, on a well conceived 
Plan, itis at Oxford that the earliest type may be best 
studied, 
ut before considering the matured college plan it 
will be well to give a little attention to the secular halls 
of vatious dates and descriptions, like the hostels or 
cells of religious orders, whose monasteries were at some 
distance, which were the precursors of the colleges, and 
several of which existed as separate corporations “and 
Separate architectural entities until the last quarter of 
ast century, when they were absorbed by colleges, 
One, however, remains, as in plan and general arrange- 
jnent a little college, complete with chapel, hall and 
library, ‘This is St. Edmund's Hall in Queen’s Lane, 
and upon the south side of the Church of St, Peter 
in the East, of the south side of whose churchyard 
forms the boundary, It is very well worth visiting, 
& the one remaining instance of a "' Hall” in use as 
uch, and for its individual charm and interest, Tt was 
founded, or refounded, in the later half ofthe sixteenth 
Fytutys but tradition attributes its foundation to St, 
Famund in the early part of the thirteenth century. 

Halls, houses or hostels, for they were known by all 
these names, were the original communal lodgings of 
poor scholars, and were the natural outcome of medi- 
fitlconditions, Bands of poor scholars made their way 
om different parts of the country, from north, south, 
CHEE west, to scek learning at Oxford. ‘They naturally 
lung together in a strange town, and grouped them- 
Ofc found their leader, who by seniority, superiority 
Of education of force of character assumed or was 
osen for that position, Thus the position of head, or 
the tet under whatever title, filled itself naturally, and 
the other very necessary official, the treasurer, purse 






































HISTORICAL SKETCH OF OXFORD 


69 


keeper, or “ bursar,”” to see to the collection and 
expenditure of the pooled resources of the group, was 
found in one of its members having the required 
aptitudes, 

‘These groupings of students, generally formed by 
young men coming from distant towns or countrieis 
decurred throughout Europe wherever universites, 
were established, at Bologna, Salamanca, Paris and 
elsewhere. In Paris these groups of students, whose 
hostels grew eventually into important colleges, were 
known as "nations," even when they represented 
other towns or provinces in France—nations of Picardy 
and Normandy as well as of England, Scotland and 
Ireland. ‘The same system obtained amongst the 
Knights of St, John of Jerusalem, in their establish- 
ment at Malta, where the hostelries, which grew to be 
rather magnificent buildings, are still known 
*auberges,” or inns, like our own Inns of Court, ani 
where the ‘different ‘nationalities were known as the 
“langue” or language of France, of Italy,of Castille,ete, 

At Worcester College there still happily exists a 
small group of medieval buildings which are the chief 
remains of Gloucester Hall, which ceased, in name, to 
exist in 1714, when the site, buildings, and title were 
merged in the new foundation of Worcester College, 
‘These small stone buildings are interesting intrinsically 
for their actual charm, and as types of the early 
‘monastic hostels, knows * or" cameras,” 
which were built to house the students sent to Oxford 
from various Benedictine abbeys or monasteries, 
mostly in the southern provinces, ‘They possess a 
good deal of time-worn detail in windows, doorway 
and mouldings, but haye been a good deal altered, and. 
adapted to later uses, ‘They still bear carved stone 
costs of arms, of some of the monastic houses or the 
foundations which they represented, and formed a 
portion, since the Reformation, of the general buildings 
of Gloucester Hall, which retained the name of the 
reat monastery of Gloucester. ‘The monasteries of 
Abingdon, Bury St. Edmunds, Coventry, Evesham, 
Eynsham, Glastonbury, Norwich, Reading, St. Albans, 
‘and Westminster were all formerly represented by 
cells on this site, 

In Oxford, probably in imitation of Paris, the 
scholars were divided into nations, northern’ and 
southern, with proctors to keep order, and the respec- 
tive nations were careful, as Mr. Boase tells us in his 
excellent book of the Historic Towns series, that one 
of these proctors should always be a south and the 
other a north countryman. ‘The Irish and Welsh, he 
says, usually sided with the southerners, and the Scotch 
with the northerners, and that "in 1389 the northerners 
sacked several halls and much ill-treated the Welsh,’* 
while you may be rarpited to learn, from the same 

"in 1401 the Irish had a riot of their own, 
and they were mostly banished in 1422."" 
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‘The earliest secular halls were sometimes mere 
assemblages of students in any obtainable lodging, of, 
in many cases,inaninn, As time went on, some of the 
more numerous or richer groups managed to acquire 
stone houses, mostly built by the Jews, as beforestated, 
‘and roofed with the stone tiles which are the character 
istic and. beautiful roofing material in Oxford, but 
which, alas! have, in view of expense, yielded place 
enormously of late, to red tiles, o the abomination of 
purple ‘Welsh slates. 

‘These halls were, of course, at first, merely ordinary 
welling-houses, small and roughly adapted to their 
use by the students. A kitchen, a common room for 
meals, and a few bedrooms or a loft capable of use as 
dormitory, were usually all they had to boast, or all 
indeed that was demanded of them. 

“They were often known by names derived from 
their external peculiarities, or from their position, their 
‘owners, or the patron saint of a neighbouring church. 
‘There were such names as Broadgates Hall, Angle Hall, 
White Hall, and Black Hall, the last still existing, in 
name, at any tate, in a fine seventeenth century house 
‘opposite St, Giles’s Church, in the wide street to, the 
north known as St. Giles’s, Chimney Hall, as says Cecil 
Headlam, to whose Story of Oxford I am indebted for 
much information about these halls, “recalls the days 
when a arge chimney. was a rarity.” Many halle f= 
tained the names of their owners, like Peckwater’s Inn, 
formerly on the site of Peckwater Quad. at Christ 
Church, others from the signs of the inns in which they 
‘were first established, or the sigs they had adopted for 
inction, and had hung over their doors, suc! is the 
Brazen Nose, the Eagle, the Elephant, the Saracen's 
Head and the Swan, Of the existing inns, the Claren- 
don was built on thesite of an old inn or hall known as 
the Star ; the Roebuck was once Coventry Hall, 

"The halls or hostels, in the process of time, as the 
University gathered power and prestige, and the 
benefactions of the rich and pencveleat were attracted 
to Oxford, being found to be insufficient for the 
influx of ‘students, the deliberate foundation and 
‘huilding of colleges naturally followed. 

University College claims, and apparently with jus 
tice, to be the earliest of University endowments, At 
first known as the Great, or Mickle University Hall; it 
had a North-country connection, and was endowed in 
1249 by William, Archdeacon of Durham, Statutes 
wore granted to the Hall in 1280, which I suppose may 
be taken as the date of incorporation, At first estab- 
fished on the north side of the High Street, moved in 
1332 to its present site on the southern side of, that 
dnreet, where its fine, long and homogeneous front, 
though it is not all of one date, adds immensely to its 
character and dis a 

Tris, however, to Merton College that we must turn 
for the first example of a college deliberately founded 


























de novo upon a carefully preordained scheme. Mer 
ton College was founded by Walter de Merton, of 
Merton in Surrey, a man of great ability and distine- 
tion, sometime Chancellor to Henry Tlf, and Bishop 
of Rochester, from whom he obtained a charter in 
1264 to incorporate his establishment of Scholars of 
Merton, at Malden in Surrey, into an independent 
society.” Later, in 1274, he transferred this establish 
ment to Oxtord to its present site, purchased from the 
Abbey of Reading and incorporating the Parish Church 
of St, John, His intention was to provide means of 
maintenance for poor students, and thes 








icir education for 
the service of Church and State, and he drew up careful 
and exact rules for the governance of his College. He 
banned all Monastic influence ; no monk or friar was 
to be admitted on his foundation, but the secular 
clergy only. 

Of the frst buildings of Merton College, little now 
remains, Some of the carving over the College gate 
way, the great north door of the hall, and perhaps the 
teemtury and part of the sacristy, ‘The noble chapel, 
the hall, and the incomparable library, as well a8 the 
charming inner quadrangle known ag ‘Mob Quad., are 
all of later date, ‘The choir of the chapel dates from 
the end of the thirteenth century, the transepts begun 
apparently in that century or early in the fourteenth, 
but were not completed till the fifteenth, while the fine 
tower was finished in r4sr. The chapel seems to have 
been planned as a cruciform church, with nave, tran 





septs and choir, but the nave was never built, perhaps 
imitation of the plan of the Chapel of New College, 
which, though begun much later, was finished earlier, 





Merton College, albeit possessed of extraordinary 
charm and beauty, i8 not a typical college, as we under- 
stand that term, in general plan or arrangement. Its 
planning is irregular and not deliberately evolved. 

Tes nearest contemporary, or imma sucesso in 
date of foundation, Balliol ‘College, founded in 1266, 
ponents no buildings coeval with the earliest. of 

Verton, and was upon a smaller scale ; it still possesses 
its old halland library and a very beautiful oriel window 
all of the fifteenth century, but beyond the plan of its 
front quadrangle and entrance, which is of the accepted 
college type of the fifteenth century, it has been so much 
rebuilt and modernised that it neither conveys the 
effect of its antiquity, nor its original disposition. 

‘As a nobly conceived and nobly executed group. 
college buildings, finely planned and finely built, the 
New College of St. Mary de Winton, commonly called 
New College, founded in 1379 by William of Wyke- 
ham, Bishop of Winchester, presents, as I think, the 
most perfect type of the medieval college and one of 
the most remarkable instances of adroit and supremel 
dignified use of an irregular and somewhat difficult 
site to be found in, oF out of, this country. 15 
the original buildings of the founder. ‘The beautiful 
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front quadrangle was badly marred in the seventeenth 
century by the clumsy addition of a storey to the long, 
low fourteenth century buildings, and the high 
northern range of chapel and hall ‘have suffered in 
consequence by the alteration of scale thus occasioned, 
But they are noble buildings in themselves, albeit 
somewhat mauled in recent times. ‘The very perfect 
little ister, with its chestnut timbered roof, its 
garth intended as a cemetery for the Society, the 
admirably proportioned bell tower, on the rampart 
line, the warden’s lodgings, the simple and dignified 
College gateway, and the bold and charming device 
of the arched wing of the lodgings, carried over the 
lane to increase building space, and form a bridge for 
the warden to his garden, and to the noble tithe barn, 
which faces the long stable buildings on ¢ 

side of the lane, are all intact, or so little t 1 
the sense of the fourteenth century seems stil to linger 
about the grey old walls. 

In the antechapel you haye the contrast of the fine 
traditional craftsmanship of the fifteenth century 
fas, with the graceful and accomplished. senti- 
‘mentalism—divorced from eraftsmanship—of the late 
eighteenth, 

Intended by its founder as a senior college or 
secondary school to his College at Winchester for 
younger scholars, Wykeham achieved at once two 
reat educational ideals, He founded together a model 
College and a model public school, both housed in noble 
buildings. Ho was a most remarkable man, astute, 

ractical, a great man of affairs, and with asure instinct 
for architecture, fostered no doubt by his early contact 
with the crafts, and some early practice in business by 
ia juvenile experiences, Born the son of a carpenter 
at Wykeham, he was educated at_a grammar school, 
and subsequently in a notary’s office, He was some- 
time supervisor of the King’s works at Windsor, where, 
it may be presumed, he learned architecture, Oxford 
owes him much, his college became a model in many 
respects, architectural and other. His conjunction of 
public school and collee was copied by Henry VI in 
is linking of Eton with King’s College, Cambridge, 
and later by Sir Thomas White in linking his College 
of St. John with Merchant Taylors’ School, while 
hhis architectural conception of a college was largely 
imitated at Oxford. This is conspicuously the case in 
respect to the chapel plan, adopted by so many of 
the wuent chapels, of the long collegiate or 
choir, screened from a short nave arranged 
for four altars, but large enough to form an antechapel, 
capable of being used, as before the Reformation it 
frequently was used, for lectutes and disputations. 
His placing of hall and chapel in one continua range, 
as the side of a quadrangle, you will find in several 
other colleges. It is observable that at New College 
the high range of chapel and hall is placed upon the 
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north side of the quadrangle, the best position, as, 
while shutting no sunshine off the quadrangle, it 
receives full sunshine itself on its southern flank, 

‘Time and your patience I fear will not permit me to 
describe or even to mention more than a very few of 
the other fine colleges of Oxford, all of which are 
interesting in their degree and most of which have 
interest and beauty of avery high order, I must, how- 
ever, and on every account, say something of Magdalen, 
where the adroit use of an unusually beautiful site, the 
happy adaptation of the existing buildings of’ the 
Hospital of St. John, the fine proportions and beauti- 
ful detail of iis medieval buildings, and the very 
dignified range of the early eighteenth’ century known 
as the New Buildings, form a college group which 
with its deer pay great trees, wide garden and river 
walks amid the windings of the Cherwell, make of 
‘Magdalen a collegiate pleasaunce unlike anything else 
in the world, 

Like New College, it had a great, energetic and rich 
founder in William’ of Waynflete, Bishop of Win- 
chester, and fret Provost of Eton, who founded the 
College of St. Mary Magdalen about 1448, The long 
southern front, aligning the roadway between the site 
of the old East Gate, and the Bridge, stands upon and 
incorporates parts of she bullings of the Hospital of 
St. John, and contains, in a blocked doorway still in 
evidence, the dole-gate where doles or food were 
handed ‘out to pilgrims, or the poor students 
trudging to their homes’ and provided with the 
chancellor’ ticence to beg. 

‘The fine bell tower, whose proportions give it a 
‘greater apparent height than it possesses—it is only 
about 120 feet high to the top of the parapet, and 1:0 
feet to that of the pinnacles, was begun about 1493, 
and took 11 years to complete, ‘The design appears 
to be so perfect as it stands, that it greatly surprised 
me, when entrusted with its repair some dozen years 
ago, to find that the very effective octagonal angle 
buttresses were not originally intended, the quoins 
of plainly finished angles existing behind them, This 
shows that the whole design of the noble crown of 
pierced parapet, angle and intermediate pinnacles, 
fould not have been part of the designer's first 
intentions. 

‘The most remarkable cloisters, with their buttresses, 
symbolic figures and grotesques, were evidently built 
on the medieval model but without intention of 
the medieval use’ as a place for exercise and med 
tion in the open air, but rather as a convenient covered 

ge of connection, around the new fashion of 
quadrangle, between the various parts of the college, 
the chapel, the hall and its offices, the President's 
lodgings, the library, and the various chambers and 
divellings of the college, which form the main body of 
the college, the intended entrance being by the door in 
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the superb Founders Tower, the old irregular quad- 
rangle of St, John remaining as a sort of forecourt, 

‘The delightful Grammar Hall on the west side of 
St. John’s Quadrangle is a relic of the former founda~ 
tion, and the most effective and proportionate buildin, 
between Tower and river though thoroughly Gothic 
in type were not added until later, 

‘The " New Buildings,” across the wide garden to 
the north of the Cloisters, were put up in or about 1733. 

"The latest addition of St, Swithun’s Quadrangle was 
built in 1882, from the designs of Messrs. G. F, 
Bodley, R,A., and Thos, Garner, ‘The Quadrangle, 
however, has never been fully completed. 

It will be observed that the New College plans of 
forming one side of the quadrangle, by placing the 
chapel and hall end to end, under one roof,, was 
copied here, and that the short nave or antechapel 
fof which that college had set the fashion, was here 
observed. 

Magdalen has always maintained a strong connection 
with Winchester, whose bishop is the visitor of the 
College, and with Eton through its founder, but it has 
three Schools for boys of its own, one at its gates, one 
at Brackley, and one at Waynflete, 

I can only briefly mention one other college, of a 
later date, and of conspicuous interest and beauty, 
the College of St, John, in the broad street known as 
St. Giles, and, like Magdalen, outside the city walls. 

‘Again, like Magdalen, this college was built upon 
the site, and incorporated part of the buildings of an 
older foundation, the suppressed College of St. 
Bernard, founded’ in 1437 by Archbishop Cichele for 
the Clatercian monks of Rewly Abbey, diaolved by 
Henry VIM. 

‘The College of St, John Baptist, was founded in 
1555, by Sit Thomas White, Merchant Taylor, and 
twice Lord Mayor of London, and preserves in the 
range which forms the west front, with its Tower 
Gateway, a portion of St, Bernard's College, together 
with the’ interesting forecourt enclosed by low stone 
walls, with a heavy weathered coping. St, John's 
being the only college to retain its external forecourt 
intact, though Balliol, upon the evidence of eighteenth 
century prints, retained one until far into that century, 
and Wadham retains the form, but fenced with 














modern railings. St. John's presente, in plan, no 
unusual features, It accepted the admitted type, but, 
in proportion, charm of design and of detail, as well as 
in the beauty of its garden it has its own extreme dis 
tinction, Its Hall and its Chapel, 1502-30, are placed 
wisely on the north side of its first quadrangle, like 
those of New College. In the inner or Canterbury 
Quadrangle, which was completed about, 1636, it has 
semi-classical colonnades, and a magnificent central 
“frontispiece,” with admirable bronze statues of 
Charles I and Henrietta M: 

‘The colonnades, as a convenient college adjunct, 
may have been suggested by the arcades of Magdalen 
Cloisters, ‘The college is, of course, indelibly associated 
with the memory of Archbishop Laud, President of 
the College, and sometime Chancellor, whose dis- 
tinction of taste, scholarship and conspicuous loyalty 
ae reflected! in the beauty of the Canterbury Quad- 
rangle, whose name commemorates his Archbishopric, 
in the ich and handsome library, in the royal statues, 

the extreme beauty of the east or garden front 
of this remarkable college, "There are many. other 
‘colleges of great interest—historical and architectural, 
with which T must not attempt to deal, within my 














in the presence of architects to pay a passing 
tribute to the talents of en amateur architect, Dean 
Aldrich, who designed the existing Church ‘of All 
Saints, and Peckwater Quadrangle at Christ Church, 
cannot trespass further upon your time and 
ience, but I am sure that those of my audience who 
ave already seen something of Oxford, and you will 
deed, be of that number by this time to-morrow, 
admit the impossibility of conveying anything 
further than the merest suggestion of its architecture, 
as illustrating its history, and of its history as explaining 
its architecture, within the limits of even a longer 
paper than ming, and I fer, indeed, dat it may have 
een, with all its omissions and abstentions, barely 
within the limits of your patience, 

May I end by expressing the hope that those of you 
who are here for the first time may carry away the 
happiest impressions of your visit, that those others 
to whom Oxford was already known may find, as 1 
have always found, that her charm ever increases and 
her interest never fails, 























16 August 1924 


‘TOWN PLANNING IN A CITY LIKE OXFORD 


613 


Town Planning in a City like Oxford” 


BY RAYMOND UNWIN [F.] 


HE historical sketch of Oxford which we have 

had the advantage of hearing from Mr, Edward 

Warren to-day has relieved me of any necessity 
to say much as to what " like " of city Oxford has been 
in the past. In view, however, of its bearing on the 
town planning of such a city, 1 may perhaps refer to 
the extent that its history has been influenced by its 
dual life. ‘This has sometimes given rise to conflict of 
interest and divergence of purpose ; at other times 
there has been a realisation of the interdependence of 
the University and the town, and an appreciation of 
the necessity for an accommodation of the interests of 
these two important sections of the community and 
mutual respect for their needs. For some four cen- 
turies probably, perhaps for much longer, before it w 
known as a seat of learning, Oxford developed as 
important commercial centre, taking rank among the 
first half-dozen English cities of the period. In those 
days it owed nothing of its influence or its importance 
to. University : it owed much, however, to its geo- 
graphical situation, on the natural highway of com- 
merce afforded by the River ‘Thames, and to the fertile 
regions of inland country around it, We have been 
familiar with the mythical association of the University 
with Alfred the Great, Whatever truth there may be in 
that tradition, authorities, ao far as I know them, seem 
generally agreed that Oxford was an important city, 
St any rate by the end of the ninth century ; while it 
‘was not until the end of the twelfth or beginning of the 
thirteenth century that the gathering of teachers and 
scholars, that developed into the University, assumed 
such importance as to exert an effective influence on 
the life of the city, or to become a rival authority to that 
of the municipal government. From that period 
however, the University seems to have grown rapidly 
in power and authority. Gradually, not without fierce 
and sometimes bloody conflict, aided by the King and 
the Church, it estublished so complete a control that 
{he commercial development ofthe city on independent 
lines was arrested, and the town of Oxford gradually 
became more and more occupied in the housing, feed- 
ing, clothing, and supplying the other material wants 
of the Ecclesiastical Orders, the atudents, and their 
teachers, who made up the University. Only in 
comparatively modern times, and in some respects 
within the memory of many of us here, has the city 
of Oxford recovered complete municipal autonomy, 
and there are fields of jurisdiction which are still 
shared with the Vice-Chancellor and Proctors, 

‘These two distinct and fully developed branches of 

life, the University and the Commercial Town, are still 























the most notable characteristics. “Their different needs 
and the extent of their mutual dependence constitute 
some of the most fundamental considerations affecting 
the town planning of the city, 

"There have been many changes here during the last 
half century since the days when as a boy I first learnt 
to love the place and its buildings, shared its rich 
opportunities, heard something of beauty from Ruskin 
and of civic duty from the liberal-minded rector of 
Carfax Church, fong ago removed, At that time the 
City Fathers still attended the church in their robes of 
office, marching in procession from the ‘Town Hall 
‘every Sunday morning. Though there is much that one 
misses with regret, I am glad to believe that there has 
been a great growth of mutual understanding and 
respect on the part of the City and the University. 
‘Ardently as anyone familiar with Oxford in the seven- 
ties must wish that it had been possible then to obtain 
the protection and guidance of a town planning scheme, 
Tam not sure that at that time it might not have been 

ifficult to secure the degree of understanding between 
‘Town and Gown, and the harmony of aims in regard 
to the city, which are essential to the working out of a 
ood plan for its future development, ‘To-day there is 
every reason to hope for hearty co-operation in this 
work, ‘The harmony thus secured, and the promise it 
affords for the future, are no small compensation for 
the losses in buildings and spots of beauty, some of 
which might perhaps have been preserved had we as a 
le earlier waked up to the need for planning and 

in the development of our cities, 

not alone in that its town planning 
problems are peculiar, Every city has its own spe 
Conditions and needs, One miay say of each great city 
that it has a character, almost a personality, of its own, 
‘which the town planner should seck to preserve and 
develop, But of few cities are the special circumstances 
so important, and the character 80 unique, as in the 
case of Oxford; consequently they should be a 
dominating influence in the planning of the city, 
‘There are university cities in which the town is 30 
large and important that the University exerts little 
appreciable influence on its development ; there are 
‘others in which the town is so small that its chief 
function is, and is likely to remain, that of ministering 
to the material needs of the University. Oxford is ina 
very different position, Here the city is the older 
partner : it has a long and honourable history. On 
many occasions it has been chosen as the seat or refuge 
of the English Parliament. Before the University was 
constituted the town had intimate connection, almost 
‘on a footing of equality, with the City of London. ‘The 
City Fathers have been brought into relations of 
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special loyalty with several of the Kings and Queens 
of England. ‘The town has, indeed, a life history and a 
‘personality of its own. At the same time, its relation to 
the great University, which has an equally glorious past, 
and an even more world-wide reputation, has been one 
‘of the greatest interdependence and intimacy, not 
‘always free from strain or jealousy. ‘The ties which 
Unite the two resemble, perhaps, the union and the 
bonds of matrimony, ‘The problems of their mutual 
relations and their rights are at least not unlike those of 
two married people, each of whom has a strong 
individuality and is inspired by the honourable desire 
for a personal career, Such a relationship will not be 
permanently harmonious on the basis of the sub- 
ordination of either party, but only on that of mutual 
respect and understanding, on a right appreciation of 
the importance of the different functions which each 
hhas to perform, and a due acceptance of the limitations 
which their relationship and their dependence on one 
another must impose on both alike, 

When we consider that this dual life of such excep- 
tional interest and value is housed in and about an 
ancient city, which, as a mere collection of buildings 
of interest and beauty, constitutes one of the greatest 
and most highly prized treasures of the world, we shall 
begin to realise something of the difficulty, and some- 
thing too of the fascination, which the preparation of 
a town plan for Oxford and the surrounding lands will 
present, In the joint working out of this plan, we may. 
Eonfidently hope for a further advance of that mutual 
appreciation between the University and the City 
Which has already made so much progress, since the 
time when TH. Green, of Balliol, made theencourage- 
ment of good understanding between these two bodies 
‘one of the aims of his life. 

In few other towns do the young citizens have such 
opportunities for the enjoyment of culture, oF the 
acquisition of knowledge. For such advantages it would 
fot be an excessive price if the citizens were to be 
asked to stand a little aside from the great rush towards 
industrial and commercial pre-eminence which absorbs 
the life of many other less fortunate towns. On the 
ther hand, perhaps in no other University have. the 
students quite so good an opportunity of establishing 
contact with the forms of English municipal govern- 
ment and the traditions of civic independence upon 
¥0 much of our national life and liberty depend. 
‘other places has such a complete and charac- 
teristic University life been preserved ; in some sense 
it is a life apart ; nevertheless there is here thi 
unique opportunity to maintain, during those impres~ 
sionable years spent on the academic course, a contact 
with a very living city, which, if taken advantage of, 
Will add enormously to the value of the knowledge 
and experience acquired at this great seat of learning. 
For such advantages the University may well concede 



































all the scope and opportunities for civic life and develop- 
ment which can be provided without actual detriment 
to the purpose it exists to serve. 

We may confidently expect that in making their 
plans University and Municipality alike will cheer< 
fully recognise the duty which they owe to mankind to 
preserve irom injury the unique beauty of the city 
Which they have jointly inherited, Sharing the respect 
and affection for their common home, they may be 
relied on the more willingly to put up with such com- 
parative inconvenience as may be to con= 
serve its character, As it becomes urgent to solve the 
problems which progress brings up—problems of 
congested trafic, of expanding commerce, of modern 
requirements in sanitation, and the like, before adopt= 
ing any solution dangerous to the existing beauty they. 
will search diligently for alternative methods, secking. 
each time to find the way out of or round their diff- 
culties which will best harmonise with the genius loci 
so highly treasured. 

‘The right of the present generation to a reasonable 
enjoyment of the advantages which present knowledge 
‘makes possible must not be ignored ; nevertheless it 
Will be realised that in Oxford there are offered other 
special opportunities and enjoyments not available 
elsewhere. Itmay well be the privilege of her present 
inhabitants to forgo some degree of realisation of 
the new opportunities which are so common in other 
places, that there may be preserved in greater perfection 
those ‘older and more unique treasures which here 
alone are to befound. While, no doubt, we shall vary 
in our views as to the price which we should be willing 
to pay in. personal deprivation or inconvenience to 
pilterve the spirit and character of Oxford, perhaps 

‘may assume agreement as to the outstanding import 
ance in this city of such preservation, and pass on 10 
suggest the bearing which this agreed attitude will have 
upon one or two matters connected with the practical 
problem of preparing a town planning scheme for the 
district, First let me heartily congratulate the City 
Corporation and their officials on the seps already 
taken, Instead of being content with a small scheme 
for the unbuilt-on area within the city boundaries, 
they have taken a more adequate view of the area whieh 

intimately bound up with Oxford, and have realised 
that the built-up centre of the city is vital to the 
scheme, Authority has now been given by the Minister 
of Health for a scheme to be prepared for jyractically 
all the land within a radius of three miles from Carfax. 
At no distant date a preliminary statement of the pro= 
posals will be called for. It will be realised that town 
planning on this scale is no mere scheme for developing 
a few housing sites, as some seem to think. On the 
other hand, it is no scheme for stereotyping in detail 
the planning of all the sites within that vast area. 

Norisatown planning scheme a preliminary measure 
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to the enlargement of the borough boundary ; on the 
contrary, while it secures co-operation in planning, it 
leaves full autonomy to surrounding authorities in 
administration. Town planning is, in fact, the applica 
tion of imagination, skill and foresight to direct and 
ide the future development of the area, instead of 
leaving it entirely to the mercy of the haphazard play 
of individual interest or caprice. It consists in looking 
ahead, studying the growing requirements of the dis- 
trict, foreseeing the dangers which threaten, and mak- 
ing 4 general plan of the main lines of development 
which will best proride, for the growing needs, and 
avoid danger to the existing city. 

Increasing traffic 1 imagine to be one of the most 
threatening dangers, You share this difficulty with all 
modern cities, but whereas most of them are still 
‘obsessed with the importance of providing more and 
more facilities for an ever-growing volume of move- 
ment, you, I hope, will first seek to discover how 
far it may be practicable to abate the swollen stream 
which already threatens to flood your central area, 
‘You will inquire whether some of it may-be directed 
into new channels, and so carried harmlessly round the 
threatened district, Even more important, youwillstudy 
how needless movement to and fro may be reduced 
by a better location of the people and the placss to 
which they chiefly resort, 

For this purpose you will investigate the various 
‘causes of traffic congestion and the way in which they 
may be controlled. ‘The increasing multiplication of 
motor vehicles of all kinds is one of these causes, of 
‘which we in this country have not yet experienced the 
full force, It is well to realise that already in America 
there are cities in, which the multitude of motor-cars 
in use afford seats for the whole population, who could 
thus empty the city and all go riding at once if their 
roads would accommodate them. 

Must we anticipate such a condition in Oxford ? 1 
trust not; but long before we approach that state, 
Which means one motor-car for every four or five 
Perions, or even approach the general American 
Average of one car for each ten people, it will become: 
Cesential to decide whether Oxtord must be sucrficed 
completely to a passing craze for incessant movement. 
Tt may well need to be considered, and that soon, 
whether complete freedom to race about the city in a 
ar is so important a privilege for all the undergraduates 
that much of the unique character of Oxford streets 
should be sacrificed to render such form of amusement 
reasonably safe for the public. Several alternatives 
are conceivable, ‘The University may well find it 
desirable within its precincts to restrain this tendency 
to perpetual movement, in the interests of academic 
Pursuits, (See note at end.) ei 
_Even such a drastic measure as the re-erection of the 
City Gates on the four main highways, to protect the 
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town against this new invasion, might become justified 
as an alternative to such vandalism asa widening scheme 
for The High ! 

‘The point to be realised is that already traffic con~ 
ditions exist in many towns for which an adequate 
provision here would be inconsistent with the main- 
tenance of this city as we know it; such dangeroi 
conditions must be avoided if possible. ‘The exercise 
of reasonable restraint in the use of private motor-cars, 
especially within the city, is one of the ways in which 
both the citizens and the members of the University 
may contribute to the preservation of Oxford, 

Apart, however, from any such changes as we have 
been considering in the character of vehicles, or in their 
number in proportion to population, there are other 
‘causes contributing to the congestion of trafic, such as 
the arrangement of highways, centralisation of trade, 
commerce or amusements, density and height of 
building, and the distribution of population, which are 
more immediately amenable to modification by means 
ofa town planning scheme, 

‘As regards the main highways, their position was 
largely fixed by the conditions of the site. The shape 
of the gravel plateau on which the city was built, its 
relation to the two adjacent rivers, to their fording 
places and later their bridges, determined that the two 
main streams of traffic would cross at or near the 
centre of the town at Carfax, and that the two highways 
thus formed, would be the chief trafic routes, Indeed 
until recent times they have been the only important 
routes. 

We do not know to whose early architectural. in- 
stinct the rectangular crossing at Carfax is due, Some 
have seen in it a Roman relic ; but the Romans had no 
monopoly of the right angle. It seems likely, how- 
ever, that we owe the extraordinary beauty of the curved. 
High Street to the necessity of accommodating the 
line of this eastern arm of the cross roads, so that the 
fording place, and subsequently the bridge which 
pasaes the low-lying fiver valley a is narowest point, 
night be approached from a direction normal to. the 
line of crossing, A somewhat similar, though much 
slighter, change of direction in the southern arm gives 
the fine view of Christ Church and ‘Tom ‘Tower from 
Carfax itself. 

"The very acute angle at which the Woodstock and 
Banbury roads approached the Northern Gate, where 
the old St. Michael's Tower still stands, gave to the 
city its unusually spacious St, Giles, one of the earliest 
parts outside the wall to be built upon, It is to the 
protecting moat or ditch outside the North Wall, and 
the wide space there kept free, that the modern city 
owes its Broad Street. Unfortunately the continua 
tion of this along Holywell and Long Wall Streets 
‘was carried out to a jhe generous width, Conse- 
quently this street is not so adequate as might be 
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wished to serve as a by-pass road from St. Gites to 
‘Magdalene Bridge, though it serves this purpose to 
son extent, | Invicw of the necessity of tees the 
volume of traffic in the central area, the question of 
diverting as much as possible along by-pass roads is of 
special importance when planning any new roads here. 
It is important, for example, that through traffic from 
the north, as well as that between the northern suburbs 
of the town and those east of Magdalene Bridge, should 
be enticed from passing through the centre of the town 
by the provision of alternative routes. Equally im- 
portant is it to improve communication between that 
part of the town which lies north of Broad Street and 
the railway stations, or the towns and villages which 
lie beyond them. Such traffic should be discouraged 
from coming further into the town than Beaumont 
Street. ‘This is fortunately a fairly wide thoroughfare, 
and it may be practicable to improve the present route 
from its western end to the stations. [am glad to 
‘ee this question of by-pass roads has already received 
attention and that roads further out are projected, with 
4 view to diverting both through traffic, and that 
between the outer suburbs of Oxford, which might 
otherwise have to pass through the centre, 

‘Owing to the position of the rivers, parks, and other 
features obstructive to road-making, the planning of 
these highways is not without considerable difficulty ; 
but if Oxford continues to grow their advantage will 
increasingly realised, and I am confident that you 
are justified in making great efforts to preserve the best 

‘ible routes for these roads. Do not be too much 
deterred by the fear of costly bridges ; we are ra in 
modern times to forget or to despise the humble ferry, 
‘which is still so effective a substitute on many a wider 
river. Where on your projected roads the cost of a 
bridge may not be justified, a ferry may prove a very 
serviceable substitute for many a year. 

‘Apart, however, from planning or making new roads, 
there are other means which you can take to check 
the growth of centralised traffic. In this country we 
have not yet general town planning applicable 
to the built-up areas of our towns ; but you in Oxford 
have such a unique collection of special buildings, of 
historical interest and of beauty, that practically the 
whole of your central area has been deemed to come 
within the ¢ ‘to: meet such exceptional cases 
in the Housing and ‘Town Planning Act of 1923. 
While the powers conferred by this clause may not 
ccoble 10. all that may ed be found 0 
be desirable, 1 along way, and in- 
ele bey 
and character of buildings. 1 would ask you to con~ 
sider carefully how far you may be able to use these 

ywers to prevent an density of building 
Inthe central areas ; to check the increased occupancy 
of sites for business or other purposes which will 

















stimulate traffic in the centre ; and to limit the heights 
of buildings on sites already occupied for busines put- 
poses. Ithas not been sufficiently realised how greatly 
ight of buildings adds to the volume 
fjacent streets. This is brought home 
to one very forcibly in studying American conditions, 
where one may find the population of a small town. 
occupying one lofty building and owning among them 
over 1,000 private motor-cars. I do not, of course, 
anticipate such extreme conditions in Oxford; but 
increase is relative, and if shops or business premises 
are increased in height from two to four storey, this 
Wil ineviably rel ie, the amount te 
which «J cause, lore le wil ems l, 
Tore goods will be sold, and more customers will fe- 
‘quent these central stores if their volume is increased. 
‘May we not ask those who are fortunate enough to 
have business premises in the central area of Oxford 
that they shall accept reasonable restrictions in 
to any further increase in the size or height of their 
buildings? This, I am convinced, is one of the most 
important of all the precautions which can be taken to 
avoid increasing congestion in this city. 

‘That, however, is only one side of the question. 
Obviously, if the population increases, the volume of 
trade and businese must increase abso, If itis not 

‘cable to bring the increasing ion to 

Existing shops, the alternative is 0 ea 
the people. The: tof new shopping centres 
conveniently placed to serve suburban areas, where a 
‘market of sufficient size can spring up, is a perfectly 
precicable aliernative to coninued, concentra, 

uch business centres may consist of branches from 
the existing city stores or of independent shops, and 
tan be eachuraged By proper provision sod plonniig 
of area for the purpose. By serving all the ordinary 
daily needs of the residents, they will greatly relieve the 
pressure on the centre, 

‘Traffic in the central area can be further diminished 
by locaising a far a8 possible inthe diferent suburbs 

the functions of daily life except those few which 
Sees on opportunities or conveniences which are 

ly to be had in the city. You have here more than, 
the tsual share of such opportunities ; and that the 
‘proper enjoyment of them may be open to all, you will 
naturally wish to provide the nec traffic facilities: 
But in order that all the people of your expand 
‘town may haye the opportunity to enjoy these peal 
privileges it must be realised that, as a necessary 
corollary, the use of the central area for those other 

srposes’ which can be provided for locally in the 
Suburbs must be discouraged. If the tendency for 
the expansion of business and trade in the central 
Rearpits commie Tier ter hee 
a to counteract it, I fear that the 0 ities 
and the amenities which constitute the Oxford which 


the increase in 
of traffic in the: 
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we all love will ultimately be so overlaid and congested 
as to lose their value, ‘This is not inevitable ; and the 
most effective way of checking it is to make provision, 
by careful forethought and planning, for the proper 
distribution of the increasing population in self-con- 
tained suburbs outside the town, and to equip them 
as completely as possible for all the activities of life, for 
industry, business, trade, education, and recreation, 
‘To the full extent that it may prove possible, all these 
functions should be localised with the people to whom 
they minister. 

‘This is a field of development affording ample scope 
for the town planner and the architect, Make your 
suburbs so attractive, so well equipped with modern 
conveniences, so convenient of access, so economical of 
cost and labour to live in, that the people will be 
enticed there and the undue pressure which threatens 
‘central Oxford will be relieved, We cannot do much 
by compelling people ; a little by regulation to level 
up the general standard and guide progress on lines 
fairly well established perhaps; but we can attract 
people, make the path we want them to follow easy and 
pleasant, and they will readily tread therein, In too 
many of our towns, I am sorry to say, we are glad to 
encourage our architects and builders to remodel and 
rebuild ; here in Oxford our colleagues of former days 
have builded so well and left us such a store of beauty 
that we can only beg the citizens to hold their building 
zeal in check, spare as long as possible these prized 
‘elics of the past, and preserve for us fair opportunities 
to see them, 

‘This is one of the architectural aspects of the town 
plan which I hope will receive special attention. One 
of the most characteristic and admired beauties of 
Oxford has been the vision of the city with its clustered 
towers, spires, domes, and pinnacles rising in generous 
profusion above the long low lines of the college build- 
‘ings and presenting a variety of charming and im- 
Pressive groupings to the approaching visitor, How 
Many a young scholar, tramping in poverty or, later, 
Speeding on the st +h to this long-dreamed- 
of Mecca of his ambitions, has felt his heart beat 
faster us that vision of the city came first within 
his view, from one of the many hills which surround 
us here, 

Not less moving has the vision proved to those 
iting the haunts of their youth, perchance at the 
close of a career, to initiate some loved member of 
the next generation. Well, gentlemen, it depends on 
how this town planning scheme is handled, whether 
that vision of beauty can still be saved. I miss many 
of those views, which were still open and unspoiled in 
My youth, Careless building has obscured them, 
ignoble building has created a foreground in presence 
of which noble thoughts are liable to give place to 
Curses; and the only emotions which can live are 
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those of regret and disgust. This site was chosen for 
the city largely because it was protected by the Isis 
and the Cherwell, and by the green girdle of low-lying 
meadows along their banks: meadows which in ad: 
dition to affording ideal playing fields for the English 
games, and luscious feeding for the cattle and geese of 
the Freemen of the city, served for generations as a 
foreground and frame to the vision of Oxford, It has 
been reserved, Iam ashamed to say, to my generation 
Jargely to obliterate that foreground and vulgarise that 
frame, I urge that what remains of Oxford's green 
meadow girdle should be strictly reserved, It is the 
least healthy part of your area t nj itis the 
most diflicult and costly for drainage ; I suspect that 
the more iis buile on the greater will be the danger of 
sudden floods. “These are sound practical reasons for 

reserving the low-lying land from further building, 
Bur if thete were no nigh reasons, T should all urge 
with equal emphasis that Oxford is worthy of its 
setting, that the picture is fine enough to deserve the 
‘most appropriate frame, 

‘What is true of the vision of the city, as a whole, is 
true also of many charming vistas within the city. 
Much may be done to preserve these and to protect 
their setting. It is not enough in this respect to have 
regard only to the buildings of outstanding merit—the 
colleges, churches and the like, ‘These may be pre- 
served in themselves and yet be largely destroyed by 
ing the harmonious background of simple but 























reph 
charming buildings, which were so. common here 
fifty years ago, by blatant or merely incongruous 


‘examples of the modern lack of taste, 

New views and vistas may also be created, But this 
is a pursuit to be followed only with great care. and 

mn. Many a Continental city which has cleared 
xy old buildings, thought to obscure the view of 
something specially’ fine, has bitterly regretted. the 
clearance, and even in some cases tried to replace that 
which had been demolished, 

‘There are other dangers, too. Here in Oxford a 
project has been discussed for opening out an attractive 
view into a highway, where it would be of great value, 
Some, however, fear that such an opening would make 
the mouths water of the restless devotees of traffic ; 
that where their eyes were allowed to stray, they would 
want their cars to follow! It may be that powers or 
conditions sufficient to prevent this risk exist, or can 
be created, Both aspects of such proposals must and 
will be carefully weighed, ‘The tempting. prospect 
must not he allowed to create a serious risk of damage : 
nor must a purely imaginary danger stand in the way 
of needed or attractive improvements, ‘The weighing 
up of such considerations, the right appreciation of the 
practical advantages and the zesthetic values, form part 
of the responsible duties of those in whose hands rests 
the making of the new plans. Some projects, which 
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now seem daring, were made by an Italian architect in 
1740, ina sketch plan which I believeis in the Bodleian 
‘Libs 1 am not sure that the renaissance enthusi-~ 
fasts of that day had quite enough appreciation of the 
work of their forerunners to have been safely trusted to 
replan Osford, much as there is of beauty with which 
they have graced her. 

We are here to-day as a gathering of architects. It 
is the peculiar function of the architect to unite the 
useful vith the beautiful, to study. scientific con- 
struction, to consider the practical requirements, and. 
to satisfy them in beautiful form, If he is a true archi- 


tect, his thought has been trained to work along both 
lines and to seck for the synthesis between their 
demands. His imagination has by Jong use acquired 
the faculty of seeing and realising both at the same 





ime; so that if he is moved to do this for the sake of 
beauty, he ‘will see the inconvenience which it 
might cause ; or if to do ‘that for its utility, he will 
tee the danger of marring the beauty he is aiming to 
freate and will modify and modify again until both 
demands are satisfied, I know of few activities in 





‘which this specially trained imagination is more needed 
than in town planning and city building. And we 
‘shall he agreed that there are few cities in which this 
heed can be stronger than here in Oxford, Tam glad 
{o think that this is well understood by the Corporation 
and their able officials, who have already made #0 
auspicious beginning of the town planning scheme, 
‘There is, of course, equal need for the experience and 
knowledge of the engineer and surveyor and for the 
student of the economics of land development, Fach 
hhas scope and work of importance enough to satisfy the 

greatest ambition in such an opportunity as this city 
Sfords, From what I know of the councillors and of 
the city engineer I shall be surprised if they do not 
imply recognise the need, and cordially welcome the 
help whieh can be given by the experienced architect 
in forming a complete scheme, With such co-opera= 
tion, while preserving the old and cherished heart of 
the city, it should be possible to lay out and. design 
new quarters for the expanding. population, their 
business and their play, which will be as attractive as 
convenient.” 











The Banquet in Christ Church Hall 


FRIDAY, 11 JULY 1924, ‘THE PRESIDENT (MR. J. ALFRED GOTCH) PRESIDING, 


E usual Joyal toasts having been drunk with en= 
thusiaim, the President next proposed "The Uni- 
versity and City of Oxford,” and said they were that 

evening approaching the elose of the Conference, one of 

‘i veries which the Institute had held, but never in a more 

fascinating centre, At those yearly conferences. their 

aim had been tiot so much to discuss matters, of high 
importance as to confer among themselves a friends, to 
draw clover the bonds of amity which united them, and 
which, Ihe was glad to sy, woul naw, owing to resent 
events, be drawn closer than ever before. ‘The mention 
of the University must, he was sure, strike in their breasts 

Chords which vibrated deeply and continuously, | As 

they grew older, men were apt to look back upon thei 

pant as a sort of Golden Age in which the world "flected 

The time carelessly."" He did not know whether, in the 

presence of distinguished guests from the University, 

bne ought to suggest thar even in the present day tite 
might be flected caretessly by those who came to study 
in the University; but bere, if anywhere, ina place tike 
jis immemorial traditions, one would 
fe would hold his swift foot back, would 
stay his hind and linger somewhat in using it to whet his 

Sothe for further deeds of destruction. Although the 

face of Oxford remained on the whole much as it had 

been for centuries, yet he fancied that among his audience 

rere some who had done a little to alter its appearance + 

Dut even in those ancient buildings where their inter- 

ference was not visible there still seemed, when one 

Visited them after a lapse of years, a sort Of change, & 
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subtle alteration which might rise from the buildings 
themselves or possibly from the eyes with which they 
were viewed. ‘They heard on every. hand how places, 
tnd Oxford among the rest, were becoming always more 
busy and more thronged, "Every age regarded itvelf ax 
Being in a greater state of whirl than those which pre= 
Ceded it; compared with the past its own times were 
falways * these mont brisk and giddy-paced times.” But 
however hurried the life of Oxford might become, what= 
‘ever new problems might face the civic authorities, they, 
ier ete, fal confident tae those authorten mould 
rejaard the great heritage which had come down to them 
With infinite respect and care, Tt was his privilene in 
Connection with the toast to convey the thanks of the 
Roval Institute of British Architects to the University for 
ao kindly receiving them and the College authorities for 

sking them welcome. Especially would he mentiost 
Wadham, Queen's, Magdalen and Christ Church, He 
would also like to thank the Corporation for theit 
‘welcome, and the Berks, Bucks and Oxon Association of 
Architects, particularly its ‘President, Mr, 
Warren, and Mr. Rogers, for organising the Conference 


#0, ably. 
el College, 






























‘The Rev. LR. Phelps, M.A., Provost of Ori 
responding, said to do s0 was a great responsibility, but 
it wns much more 40 when he was asked to fill the place, 
and in a sense represent the Vice-Chancellor. ‘The 
Provost had created some amusement by alluding to the 
University as something of an abstraction, When, for 
instance, « visitor came to call upon him one of his first 
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requests was, “Show me the University." What was 
he to do? Would they be surprised if he suid that he 
turned ut once to architecture to help him with his answer, 
Architecture came to their rescue, and! something of the 
same was true of those light-hearted undergraduates. who 
had passed three or four years of their lives in Oxford. 
What did they recollect of the University ? He felt that 
the most careless undergraduate, although he had not 
perhaps thought upon the subject, although he had not 
thought of the streamlike winding of that glorious street, 
High Street, although he had been deaf and blind 
to.all the charm of Oxford, yet carried away a vision 
of ity architectural beauties, Thanks to the gentlemen 
represented there that night and their noble profession, 
Oxford eft most abiding memories, When they came 
to consider its buildings there was something of the same 
mystery, something of the same lack of certainty that 
there was with regard to the University, Who could tell 
who was responsible for many of Oxford's finest build~ 
ings? ‘Take his own college, ‘They would forgive, he 
‘as sue, his patriotic spirit if he said the front quadrangle 
of Oriel College formed one of the beauties of the place, 
‘Who was responsible for it? ‘There was no architect's 
name connected with it, the college accounts did not 
show that anyone carried it through, it was thought out, 
he took it, by the eraftamen, who exceuted it with their 
‘own hands and what was true of that was true of many 
buildings, "He thought those who were comparative 
strangers had not noticed the extent to which Oxford 
drew from all four quarters of the globe, ‘They looked 
for something which would unite the diverse elements 
which came together from all quarters of the Empire, and 
they found nothing more calculated to do so than the 
stone walls which made the City of Oxford, its colleges 
and its buildings, Tt wae to them and those who had 
fone before that they owed what was in the present and 
would be still more in the future one of the strongest 
bonds which united the members of the different parts of 
the Empire who came to Oxford, ‘There was a great deal 
which they had done, and which they would do, in uniting 
districts far apart, but even more difficult work was to 
unite the present with the past. "They who lived in 
Oxford realised ax few did the difference between the 
‘two, ‘They saw every October new life coming into the 
place, bringing with if new ideals with seant sympathy for 
ee et a Bescon Lopes ey saw a race of 
ing Joseph! not 
Pharaoh upon the throne. ‘They asked themselves what 
‘vas the work which was to connect the present with the 
ast. "OF ull other links that could make appeal to the 
senses there was, none which could equal Oxford's archi- 
tecture, ‘The architect hud a great work before him, for 
he had to unite the aims, the ideals of the present with the 
aims and ideals of bygone generations, ‘That was his 
task above all in Oxford. — Tt would not be gracious to ask 
how far the present generation hid succeeded in dis~ 
ing that task, Oxford had suffered through the 
amateur archicect, but let him add that they owed to 
architects no smali debt in the past. ‘That debt was ever 
increasing, and when he expressed the gratitude of 
Oxford for theie work, their gratitude was at the expense 
of favours expected. 
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‘The Mayor of Oxford also responded, 

ais fia Maren, KCV.O. MGA, Prank of 
len College, in proposing the “ Royal Institute of 
British Architects and its Allied Societies,” said some of 
them would perhaps remember what were Dr. Johnson's 
feelings about dining in Christ Church. He considered 
it was a sort of crowning incident of his carcer that he 
should be invited to dine in that noble hall, which he 
always considered to be the most splendid chamber in 
Christendom, He thought they must all feel it that 
night, and especially those present who were bound to 
understand the underlying secrets of architectural beauty. 
‘There was, he believed, doubt in some quarters as to 
the founder. He did not know whether his friend the 
Provost of Oriel, who was almost as regular an attendant 
at the University sermon as he was, knew, but in regard 
to the Bidding prayer, some used to give thanks for the 
benefactor, ' such as Cardinal Wolsey." ‘They belonged. 
rather to the higher brinch of the Church, and some, on. 
the other hand, said with great boldness, "* such as King 
Henry VIII, the founder of Christ Church,” while som. 
‘more cautious, said " such ax?” was the founder of Chri 
Church. He had no doubt that a Magdalen man, Cardinal 
Wolsey, was the founder of Christ Church, and ie thought 
the Mayor would agree with him thit he was a great man 
1d a great architect, ‘They had heard much of the great 
architects of the past from the great architects of the 
present, ‘They had heard of Wren, of Inigo Jones and of 
‘others, bur he did not know they had heard much about 
folsey, but he claimed that he wax an architect, He 
rang from almost the same origin as Shakespeare. He 
though ir aingulse that that should be ¥o, but he was also 
the architect of the «greatness of the country. He made 
England, for the firat time, great power, and raised it to 
1 position from which it had never turned in all the 
centuries which had since elapsed. He had sometimes 
‘compared him to that great figure nearer their own time, 
Prince Bismarck. Wolsey was also the architect of 
Magdalen ‘Tower ; certainly of that splendid hall in 
which they were met, the kitchens which he hoped they 
had inspected, and also of Hampton Court, ‘They could 
claim that he was one of the great architects of England, 
‘What constituted an architect, what was the function of 
the architect? The great architect must be 9 man 
whose art must cover the whole gamut of human interest— 
cathedral, palace, hospital, law court, the university 
college, the laboratory, the library, and, above all, the 
home. He bad to give it a perfect, of as nearly possible 

4 perfect, form and make it suitable to all the needs of life 
Te was a great task and a great calling, and so they wel~ 
‘comed their distinguished company and those with whom 
they felt they had so much understanding, #0 much 
‘appreciation, who inspired them and from whom they 
ould learn so touch. It was his privilege to couple the 
toast with two names, but he would like first of all to 
couple it with the name of the President, because that 
pate was one endeared to them, to himself particularly, 
not only by what he had done and what he represented 
that night, but by his personal connection with one of 
their best and most valuable pioneers of science, their late 
Waynilete Professor of Physiology, Frank Gotch. It x0 
‘happened that the name was known to him in earlier days, 


















































‘as he had had the privilege of knowing many of the family, 
and it gave him especial pleasure to welcome such 3n 
illustrious member of it to Oxford, ‘The other two 
names had also been known to him for many years. 
He had recollections of the advent of a distinguished 
representative of his own family, his own brother, but let 
him first deal with Mr. Paul Waterhouse. ‘They welcomed 
in the second generation a brilliant and most useful repre 
sentative of that name, with which he became familiar in 
his younger days. Bur to come to a more delicate task, 
hhe had to couple with the toast the name of his beloved 
brother, When he found he had to propose his brother's 
health—-he hoped they would not think him irreverent— 
the first thing that occurred to him was a well-known 
advertisement which read, "' Alas !_my poor brother 





playing with bricks, but he did display an extraordinary 
hift for drawing, and that, they would agree, was one of 
the moat brilliant gifts an architect could possess or could 
develop, He had certainly done much for Oxford ; when 
he recalled the list of colleges to which he had contri 
buted he hoped they would not think it was due to 
any powerful family influence. He had worked for 
Magdalen, St. John's, Balliol, Worcester, Oriel, for 
AIL Souls, and for that great and famous house, Christ 
Church, ‘to whom he gave, a» Christ Church men 
would. tay, most useful advice with regard to their 
splendid library. He had also done good work for 
Cambridge, and what he would especially dwell upon was 
the way in which he had associated himself with Oxford 
and with neighbouring counties. He did not know what 
‘was their feeling about the division of the diocese, but 
whatever might happen he hoped the three great counties 
‘would remain in close association and anything which was 
done by that Society would be of the greatest benefit. 

‘Mr. Paul Waterhouse, Past President R.LLB.A., who 

|, said if he had got to give a message to Oxford 

‘as a man in the street, to the people who said 
Oxford must bring itself up to date, don’t take those 
things to heart. If Oxford went out of business as an 
fashioned place of business let others take on the job ; 
don’t let them try to emulate the universities of the 
North, don’t try to emulate Cambridge, don't let them 
even become as Bletchley ! 

Mr. E. P. Warren, President of the Berks, Bucks and 
Oxon’ Architectural Association, said there was no 
Society more loyal to the Institute than the one he had the 
honour to preside over, and he felt that as it represented 
three counties, each of which 4 conspicuous 
‘establishment, it had some distinction. Berks claimed 
the castle of Windsor, Bucks at Eton one of the 
beautiful and renowned 














of work, and might he be permitted to ask for considera 
tion of the efforts made by the Executive Committee and 
bby the Chairman of the Oxford Society of Architects 
(Mr, Rogers), and the hon, secretary (Mr, Rayson), both. 
‘of whom had been responsible for the arrangements 
locally, and, further, by that prop and mainstay of the 
Royal institute of British Architects, Mr. lan MacAlister, 
the secretary. Oxford was always inspiring to architects, 
bot he was sure every architect who had attended the Cone 
ference hoped that the University would, in the erection 
‘of new buildings, consider its dignity and the ion 
of that dignity as it had done in the past, a 
‘would most carefully watch the preservation ofits beau 
and would not allow the mere consideration of rapidity 
Of travel and the like to injure its amenities, and that the 
City would not consider any form of advertisement, for 
‘Oxford, like good wine, needed no bush. 
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The Oxford Conference: A Foot-Note 


‘The Oxford Conference is now a matter of history. 
It was a success beyond all expectations and almost 
beyond our utmost hopes. One of the youngest of 
ur Allied Societies has achieved success which will 
be very hard to challenge within the lifetime of any of 

»._ ‘The Berks, Bucks and Oxon Architectural Asso- 
ation undertook « big task in inviting the architects 
of the Empire to Conference, But it possessed the 
assets of enthusiasm and energy, it commanded the 
services of a band of devoted workers, and the labours 
of many months were rewarded bya result that will not 
be forgotten by the present generation in the pro- 
fession, 

‘The whole affair was blessed with perfect weather. 
Only those who have experienced a fine July in Oxford 
can fully appreciate what that means. From the start 
everything went well. Our lodging was diversified. 
We helped to fill half a dozen of the little hotels, 
Some were accommodated in Undergraduates’ lodgings 
=-empty for the * Long Vac,” —in * the High,” "the 
Broad,” “ Long Wall ” and other seductive addresses, 
Perhaps the most fortunate were those who enjoyed 
the hospitality of the Colleges which 40 generously 
placed their rooms at our disposal, Magdalen, Merton, 
Oriel, Hertford—each had its contingent of grateful 
guests. Since July rath our members have been telling 
me how much they owed to the Bursars, the Fellows 
in residence, the College Porters and the ‘* Scouts,"” 
who made them welcome. 4 

‘Yo the authorities of University College, and to Sir 
Michael Sadler, the Master, in particular, we owe most 
tateful thanks for giving us the charming rooms at 

, High Street, which served as our Headquarters. 

steal ofthe simple office that we asked for they gave 
Us five quite beautiful rooms which were delightfully 
fitted and decorated for the occasion by the Master's 

















kindness, There Mr, Baker supplied the needs of 
everyone, and Mr, Paintin’s encyclopaedic knowledge of 
Oxford was at the disposal of those who wanted 
information for their private visits and excursions, 

To the Vice-Chancellor, the genial Warden of 
Wadham, we owe more than we can ever hope to 
repay. He struck the keynote of the Conference with 
his delightful Reception in the Hall and Gardens of 
Wadham on our opening evening, when we had the 
pleasure of meeting so many of the distinguished figures 
of the University, He received us officially in the 
‘Theatre, the use of which we owe also 

ave usa most eloquent and iterating 
f welcome, His example was followed most 
graciously by the Colleges, Jalen and Queen’s 
‘opened their Halls for our luncheons, and we are told 
that at Queen's the silver tongue of the Vice-President 
in command caused even the College Cellar to open, 

At the Town Hall we were received by the Deputy 
Mayor—Mr. Councillor Tom Busson—who gave us 
a warm civie welcome and produced for our inspection 
the beutiful old silver plate of the Corporation, 

‘The evening of that day at Magdalen will never pass 
from the memory of those who were so fortunate as to 
be present. Received in the beautiful Hall by the 
President and Council of the Berks, Bucks and Oxon 
Architectural Association, with a pleasant string band 
in the Minstrels’ Gallery, we passed on into the 
Quadrangle, charmingly lighted by Chinese lanterns, 
and the College Gardens, Addison’s Walk, the Cher- 
well, the Deer Park, the Cloisters—everything was 
‘open to us and everything was at its best, Cardiff 
supplied its ever-welcome touch of colour, South 
Wales its sersiod best of Joyal supporters, Scotland, 
South Africa, Australia had their representatives: 
The evening was all too short, 
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Friday morning was brighter than ever when the 
two bands set out on their journeys—one by steamer 
down the river, the other by motor through the un- 
equalled towns’ and villages of the Upper Thames 
Valley. We hear that they enjoyed themselves. ‘They 
were certsinly in good spirits when they returned for 

the Banquet in the Hall of Christ Church, which was 
the culmination or the Conference, The generous 
hospitality of the Dean of Christ Church and the 
authorities of the College, backed by the energetic 
helpfulness of the Bursar and the Steward, had 
arranged for us an unforgettable evening, ‘The Hall 
‘was wonderful, the dinner was worthy of Christ Church, 
the speeches were worthy of the occasion, ‘Those 
who wandered round Tom Quad in the moonlight at 
eleven o'clock, reluctant to leave, felt that the gods 
had been good to them. It was a matchless experi- 
ence, 

Many stayed on over the Saturday and Sunday, 
taking advantage of the additional visits arranged for 
them, secing what they had so far missed of the Colleges 
and Gardens, and exploring the Cherwell and the 
Thames, 

We must end on a note of thanks. First, our hosts. 
For that is what the University and College authorities 
really turned out to be. To the Vice-Chancellor 
above all, to Sir Herbert Warren, the President 
of Magdalen, to the Dean of Christ Church, to the 
‘Wardens of All Souls’ and Merton, to the President 
of Hertford and the Provosts of Queen's and Oriel, 
to the Master of University College, to the Bursars, 
‘Treasurers and Stewards who did so much for us, to 
the Governor of the Castle and to Bodley’s Librarian, 





to the Mayor and Corporation of Oxford, to the 
innumerable College servants who worked for us so 
kindly that we almost fancied ourselves. Under- 
graduates, to all these we owe a debt that we cannot 
put into words, 

‘And lastly to our own people, who made all this 
interest and pleasure possible, we must pay our tribute, 
‘As Chairman of the Executive Committee, Mr. 
Edward Warren worked untisingly for months 10 
ensure the complete success of all the arrangements. 
Mr, Rogers and Mr. Rayson, the Oxford members 
of the Committee, bad perhaps the heaviest burden of 
all as they alone were on the spot and upon them 
naturally fell an infinite amount of careful organisation. 

‘The other members of the Executive Committee 
all played their part enthusiastically and the Council 
‘and members of the Berks, Bucks and Oxon Archi- 
tectural Association showed themselves worthy rivals 
of the other Allied Societies which have registered 
such a remarkable series of successes since these 
Conferences began, We are indebted to the Guides, 
Stewards and Party Leaders who saw to it that the 
machinery worked smoothly, to Mr. Rogers for his 
beautiful designs for the Conference Badge and the 
Programme, to Mr. Edmund New: for permission to 
use his wonderful drawing of Christ Church for our 
Menu, to the Hon. Mrs. Pleydell-Bouverie, who 
entertained our Motor Party so beautifully at Coleshill, 
to the Rev. E, B. Lock, the Vicar of Faringdon, and. 
the Rev. A. F. S. Sheffield, who helped us at Faringdon, 
tothe Rev, Canon Jones and to the Rev. J. A. Hultgren, 
who did the same service at Fairford and Burford. 

1M. 





LIST OF MEMBERS ATTENDING THE CONFERENCE, 


Among those present attending the Conference were the 
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Correspondence 


OUR BUILDING TROUBLES. 
3 Queen Street, E.C:3, 13 July 1924. 
The Editor, Joursat. RLBA,.— 

Dean Sin.—The Sunday Observer has given expression 
to the opinion of Mr. Alfred ©. Bossom, the well-known 
Anglo-American architect. No one is likely to dispute the 
Justice of what is well said by Mr. Bossom ; but the chief 
‘and weakest spot is not mentioned at all. 

‘The curse of England to-day is the want of confidence 
in the leaders of industry, and the. building trade at the 
moment is doubly cursed by more than a normal share of 
the evils besetting all our great industries—tant of comfi- 
dence and lack of goodteill. 

‘The first and most important lesson we have to learn 
is that capital and administrative ability is of little value 
to-day unless it can secure contented workers, 

‘Phere is not one man who knows anything about the 
building trade who pretends to believe that the workers are 
‘contented, or at all likely to be under present conditions. 

Having been promised by the leaders of all the political 
pie that never again should this country return tothe 

1d ald conditions of 1914," but that the winners of the 
war should return to ‘ Homes fit for Heroes," it is not 
altogether surprising that not only seeing, but feeling, the 
conditions of 1924, our heroes are not quite contented, and 
are a little slow to believe in promises. 

{was present at the Conference held in May r919 at the 
R.LB.A,, and left that Conference in a more hopeful 
frame of mind than events have justified. "The manifesto 
ofthe Industrial League and Council, published in August 
1922, revived sinking hope, which had been shipwrecked 
by the breakdown of the Building ‘Trade Parliament, 

During the last two years there has not been much to 
encourage the hopeful’; not even a Conference drawn 
together by goodwill, of a manifesto expressing obvious 
truths, such as What the soldier has destroyed only the 
sworker can build up again.” 

Why did the Builders’ Parliament break down ? Why. 
has the Industrial League and Council failed to bring about 
‘peace in our industrial world ? 

T have stated many times the opinion that in any trade 
dispute that side must win which can carry public opinion 
with it, 

Trscems to me that the time has come when the Govern= 
ment should appoint an independent committee of en- 
quiry to inform the public with regard to the facts in con 
nection with our industrial disputes, and leave publi 
opinion to force the hands of those who lack public spirit. 

If in a sheltered industry like the building trade 
capital and labour cannot agree, what hope is there of all- 
round goodwill ? Without doubt there are faults on both 
sides, Who ia without fault? But surely it is obvious 
that the interests of employer and employed are identical 
‘nthe sheltered grades at eat Ea 

‘There is a limit of cost beyond which no one will ga, anc 
to be unreasonable prevents work ; but within reasonable 
limite it is not very material to the employer how much 
hhe pays in wages, the important consideration is that he 
should get full value in return for high wages. 
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Competition will prevent undue profits, except in yery 
big contracts, which only a few firms could possibly carry 
ug ico conlrais might Deleon tea 
spoliation, 

1 donot think employers would mind going back to wat, 
time wages ; if every man employed gave of his best, and 
would “boycott ” the man that would not. On the other 
hand, I honestly believe that the majority of workera would 
rather give a fair day's work than play at" ca’ canny.” 

It cannot be denied that for some ten years before the 
war wages had increased and output decreased, and, be- 
cause trade on the whole was good, the heavens did not 
fall ; men, therefore, became more and more obsessed by 
the false economic theory that every year brought a cer~ 
‘win amount of work, and by restriction of output all could 
‘obtain a share, so longs trades were not allowed to become 
‘over-populated. 

‘Cutting wages down to semi-starvation rates will not 
cure false doctrine, but I'am inclined to think the opposite 
policy of straining to keep them at the highest level would 
succeed if fairly tried. 

‘The Census of Production Report for 1907, published 
in 1913, was full of warnings, and another report should be 
published ar the earliest possible moment and its contents 
broadcasted. For those with eyes to sce and ears to hear 
it will, Tam sure, teach some essential facts. 

Tf men want high wages they must earn them ; and capi- 
tal must be content with a fair return. 

If this country is to hold its own, goodwill must be e=- 
tablished amongst all classes, 

If the huilding trade desires peace it will go back to the 
spirit of 1919, and it may be that by a farther and better 
‘consideration of the Foster Commission Interim Report it 
could find salvation. 

Tris quite certain thar reconstruction of our industrial 
system must come sooner or later if we are to survive, 
surely no industry is better placed to lead the way than 
the building trade.—Faithfully yours, 

Jous E, Yensony, 
jeentiate RBA. 

















A noteworthy and generous gift has recently been made 
to University College, Cardiff, in the form of nearly 300 
volumes from the library of architectural books collected 
by the late Robert Williams, F.R.LB.A., who, up to the 
time of his death in Cairo on 16 October 1918, practised 
as an architect in Alexandria, Cairo and London. ‘The 
collection of books, comprising the bequest made by his 
son and daughter (Mr. Inigo R. Williams and Mrs. M- 
‘Travers Symons), is of considerable value, It includes & 
umber of scarce folios of the eighteenth century, mono- 
graphs on various periods of art, and a catholic selection of 
works on all aspects of architectural design, history and 
construction. It is understood that facilities will be 
afforded by the University College authorities for the 
students of the School of Architecture in the nei 
bouring Technical College to have access to 40 useful 8 
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ARCHITECTURAL LEAGUE OF NEW YORK: 
TRIBUTE TO SIR CHRISTOPHER WREN. 
On x August, in « chamber in the south-west tower of 

St. Paul's Cathedral which contains Sir Christopher 

Wren's model of the cathedral, a tablet, presented by 

the Architectural League of New York, wa unveiled by 

Lord Crawford. ‘The tablet bears the inscription 

"In recognition of the inspiration and enduring 

influence upon American architecture of the work of 

Sir Christopher Wren this tablet is inscribed by the 

Architectural League of New York.” 

‘The service of dedication was conducted by the Dean 
of St. Paul's, who was assisted by Canon Alexander and 
Canon Duckworth. 

_ Lord Crawford formally unveiled the tablet. He said 

it was a testimony to the strength and vitality of Sir 

Christopher Wren’s influence, and though they. well 

recalled the famous admonition against « memorial to 

His achievement, and the plea that his work rather than 

is personality should carry his recollection onwards, 
they might direct their minds to his memory on this spot, 
where '"thro’ the long drawn aisle and fretted vault the 
pealing anthem swells the note of praise." ‘They stood 
that day in the heart of the throbbing life of that great 
city, and in imagination they carried their minds back to, 
that same city in the days of the genius of Wren. He 
knew the city decimated by plague, shattered by death, 
devastated by fire, and from the ashes of its despair he 
raised this giant monument to the hope of immortality. 

Many generations had passed through the life of the 

Cathedral, and each had paid its tribute of praise, yet 

their words were but rippling waves passing over the 

unfathomable depths of his greatness, Indeed, 20 great 

@ master was he that one might almost say of him, as 

Was said of the Greatest of all and His followers, "He 

went before and they were amazed, and as they followed 

they were afraid.” In that dark hour of their history 
the genius of Wren took wing, hoveriny me great 

Spirit over its ashes and desolation, surveying its cui 

tind conceiving its massive reconstruction. Creation 

followed creation, each excelling its neighbour in strength 

and grandeur, in grace and vitality, and so the city of 

death became the envy of the world of architecture. 
present included :—Mr. Alfred C. Bossom 

(chairman of the Foreign Activities Committee of the 

Architectural League of New York), Mr. J. Alfred Gotch 

(president of the Royal Institute of British Architects), 

Mr. W. Scott (New York), Sit Brumwell Thomas, Sir 

George Frampton, R.A., Sir Frank Short, Mr, Mervyn 

Macartney, Mr. Herbert Baker, Sir William Berry, 

Dame Clara Butt, Lady Maitland, and Lady Frederick 
































tp THE WREN BICENTENARY VOLUME. 
Ina recent number of the New York Times Book 
Review there is « review of five columns of the Wren 
Bicentenary Memorial volume in which Herbert J. 
Gorman, the reviewer, says: '" Eighteen men, numbering 
among them most of the more important figures in the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, have combined 
together to fashion the bicentenary memorial volume 
into an important ax well as an extremely sumptuous 
book. It is both wise and admirable that Wren should 

80 honoured, for his place now is a permanent one in 
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the long gallery of English geniuses... No notice of 
this bicentenary volume would be complete without due 
‘mention of it a5 a piece of book-making. It is in large 
format, which gives opportunity. for excellent colour 
engravings as well as 8 number of important documents 
in Wren’s own hand. ‘The book, as a whole, is a fire 
and justified tribute (0 a great intelligence who was more 
than an architect.” 


BRITISH PAVILION AT ‘THE INTERNATIONAL 
EXHIBITION OF MODERN DECORATIVE AND 
INDUSTRIAL ART IN PARIS, 1925. 
‘Missxs, Esto an Routrrrson’s Succiss, 

‘The Pavilion is to be erected in connection with the 
International Exhibition to be held in Paris next spring. 
A feature of the Exhibition is the exclusion of any work 
‘hich is reproduction of the antique or" pastiche. 

“The design of the Pavilion was selected in limited com= 
petition between six firms of architects, Mr. Goodhart- 
Rendel was the assessor, and the award was subject to the 
approval of the Fine Arts Commission. 

‘The site for the British Pavilion is particularly fine 
one, on the north side of the Seine adjoining the Pont 
Alexandre ITT and the Cours La Reine. 

‘The wuthors of the selected design are Mr. Howard 
Robertson, S.A.D.G., F.S.Ate, and Mr. J. Murray 
Easton, A.R.I-B.A., of Easton and Robertson, 36, Bedford 
Square, W.C.t. “Mr. Robertson ix principal of the 
Architectural Association School of Architecture, and re- 
ceived his architectural training in the Architectural As 

iation School and later in the Ecole des Beaux-Arts, 
Paris, obtaining his office experience in London, France, 
and the United States. Mr, Easton was articled in Scot 
land to George Bennett Mitchell, Past President of the 
Aberdeen Chapter of the Scottish Incorporation of Archi- 
tects, and subsequently attended at London University 
College School of Architecture. He was afterwards in the 
office of Sir Edwin Lutyens and Messrs, Wimperis and 
Simpson, ‘The partners have been in practice together 
since the war, and have carried out work in North Wales, 
Northamptonshire, and Wiltshire, as well as in London. 


























ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL, 

Lagt April Mr, Paul Waterhouse was appointed Honor- 
ary Consulting Architect to St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 
‘This appointment does not imply either that the Covers 
rors of the Hospital are generally in favour of endeavour 
ing to obtain architectural advice free, or that Mr, Water- 
house considers that hospital architecture should go 
‘unpaid. 

‘The explanation is a simple one. Mr, Waterhouse 
was invited eatlier in the year to advise as a paid con- 
sultant. He considered, however, that the nature of 
certain. advice which he had previously given in. the 
capacity of President of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, together with certain considerations in relation 
to brother architects, would render a paid appointment 
liable to misunderstanding and possibly to embarrass 
ment. He therefore accepted the suggestion of the 
Hospital Board that he should join them as. Governor, 
and under the name of Honorary Consulting Architect 
take part in the Board's consideration of the work in 
which professional architectural advisers may in. due 
course be engaged. 




















626 JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS 16 August 1924 


Obituary 


FREDERICK HOLYOAKE MOORE [41], J.P. 

Mr. F, H. Moore, who died at Warwick on Trinity 
Sunday, 1924, at the age of 82, was elected an Associate 
as far back as March, 1866, and must bave been the 
Senior practising subscribing Associate of the Institute 
when he retired in December, 1920, He served his 
articles with Charles James Richardson (1806-1871), 
better known a8 an architectural illustrator, who. was 











himself the favourite pupil of Sir John Soane (1753-1837), 
so that his professional parentage takes us back many 
generations. 


Mr. Moore succeeded his father as secretary to the 
Warwickshire Agricultural Society, a post which he held 
in addition to his practice for 33 years, retiring in 1919. 

‘Though a lover of the best classic, his practice was 
principally connected with country domestic work, 
Schools, etc. He had a great knowledge of the ancient 
buildings of Warwick, his native town, and used to protest 
against the unnecessiry destruction of good work of the 
past, Occasionally he wrote short articles on the old 
houses of Warwick, and in r921 presented his drawing of 
fold Warwick College to the Institute ; this was founded 
in 1435 and wantonly pulled down in 1883, 

CM. C. Arsisteone [F]. 


J. HARRISSON [4]. 

John Anstice ‘Harrison was born in 1880and waseducated 
‘at Caldy Grange Grammar School, West Kirby. He 
later studied architecture at the Liverpool University and 
‘was articled to his father, the late Mr.T, Harnett Harrison. 
TF}, from 1898 to 1903, with whom he was afterwards in 
Udncrehip. From 1912 to the outbreak of war be was 
Prgagedon work in Canada, During hostilities he served 
with the Canadian Forces both in this country and on the 
Western Front, and on demobilization he decided to live at 
Rhosneigr, Anglesey, where he practised his profession. 
Te died on May asth, after an illness of only a few days, 

EDWIN SEWARD [F.]. 

‘The death has recently taken place, at Weymouth, of 
Mi dwin Seward, who was well known in South Wales, 
Born in 1853 ut Yeovil, Somerset, where he was a} led 
‘as an architect and surveyor, Mr. Seward went, in 
sixteenth year, to Cardiff, and there remained until his 
Tetirement in 1915. 

‘When he went to Cardiff he acted as assistant to the 
late Mr, George E. Robinson, For some years he was a 
student and visitor at the original Cardiff Science and 
Art Schools, and secured various Queen's prizes, medals, 
AE oe architectural and decorative designs from the 
central department at South Kensir in national and 
other competitions, In 1875 he Joined Mr. W. P. 
James (the then surveyor to the county of Monmouth) 
and Mr. George Thomas, pnictice as architects and 
surveyors. 

Dacian his 40 years' professional life he was the archi- 
tect and designer of a number of public buildings in 
South Wales snd Monmouthshire, ‘These included the 
‘Wye Bridge, Monmouth, the ‘Cardiff original murticipal 
buildings, the Cardiff workhouse, and the workhouses at 




















Ely and Pontypridd, the Central Library and Museum 
Buildings at Cardiff, the Celtic Corridor at Newport 
Road, Cardiff, and the Harbour Trust Offices and Council 
Chamber at Swansea, He was also the architect of 
various residences, banks, and business premises at 
Cardiff, Swansea, and elsewhere in South Wales. Of 
these latter probably the most important is that of the 
Cardiff Coal and Shipping Exchange. 

‘Mr. Seward allied himself whole-heartedly with the 
educational and kindred activities of Cardiff, particularly 
in the encouragement of art and its accessory subjects. 


NOTES FROM THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL 
MEETING, 
ar Juuy 1924. 
Issrrrore oF Puntic Licrina ENGINEERS AND 
‘SUPERINTENDENTS. 

Mr. John Keppie [¥-] and Mr. James Lochhead [F.] 
have been appointed to represent the RBA. ps 
First Annual Meeting and Conference of the Institute of 
Public Lighting Engineers and Superintendents. 

ReiNstarenest. 

“The following have been reinstated :—As Fellow, Mr. 
C.H. Heathcote; as Associate, Mr. Frank Granger 5 
as Licentiate, Mr. Percy G. Overall, 

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON, UNIVERSITY COLLEGE. 
University, Isernitiais 

‘The following awards have been made wt University College + 
Facuure ov Ans (Baerurrt Scion. oF Ancsrrecrtne) = 

‘Lever Prizes in Architecture —First Prize (equal) : Leonor 
FM. Payne, C. H. Short, 

‘Architects’ Journal Eseay 

Herbert Hatsford Prize —P. A. Ws 

Donaldson Silver Medal —J. R. 

Ronsld Jones Prizes.—Mediseval Ar 













Summerson. 






















menon ; Renaissance Atchitecure > H. Kendall, 

‘Ronald Jones ‘Traveling Stadentship.—C. H. Short 

Certificates. in Architecture, the now ‘reyulations 
(three-year course) have been obtained by =—Penelope 
Carmichael, J. F. L. De Silva, Spt R.G. Grice, 
nT ‘T. Leva, 
D. M. wa Bayne, 
Elizabeth C. C, Philip, 

{In the Department of Town-planning — 


Unter Pres i Townsplaa 
HS utecee ia awn panning M 

tes fr Town-plmoning were obtained by: L M: 
Austin, H-W. J. Heck, J.P. Blake a 


UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER, 
SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE 
wa. on ret Jost Einar 

lonours, Architecture) —Final : Kathleen 0. Bros 
subs Furie WAL Nea hn Alone A 
rants semption—Kathleen ©, Brayahaw, 
inal RBA. Exemption —Elsie Rogers, W. A. Norbury 
pufairbost, He, Will We Owens trot Ye Nena 
‘The tllang iraveling Scholarships have Deen awarded 
lanchester Insitute of Builders Travelling Scholarships — 
qo: Bile Rogers; L601, Wille: Coo Kathleen 





—First prize: He W. J. 











30: Kathleen O- 








ORUBA.T 
RLBA. Traveling Scholarship.—Ls0: G.H. Gatley. 
The Heywood Prize—107 We Hy McNichol 





16 August 1924 
Notices 


R.LB.A. KALENDAR, 1924-25. 
The Kalendar for the coming Session is now in course 
of preparation, and changes of address, etc., shot 
notified to the Secretary R.ILB.A,, 9, Conduit Street, 
London, W.x, as soon as possible. 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS, 1 DECEMBER. 1924. 

‘Associates who are eligible and desirous of transferring 
to the Fellowship class are reminded that if they wish to 
take advantage of the election to take place on 1 Decem- 
ber 1934, they should send the necessary nomination 
forms to the Secretary not later than 4 October. 


SURVEYING INSTRUMENTS FOR HIRE, 
A Member has most generously placed at the disposal 
of the R.ILB.A. a very good dumpy level, tripod and 
staff, and also a good theodolite and tripod. | 
‘These instruments being a somewhat expensive part 
of the equipment of an architect’ office, itis felt that 
many Members may be glad of an. opportunity to get 
them on loan, Members or Licentiates who desire the 
Joan of these instruments should apply to the Secretary 
R.LBAA., stating for how Jong they will be required. A 
nominal fee to cover the cost of adjustment from time to 
time will be charged. 





Architects are warned that subscriptions are being 
solicited in London by an unauthorised person for an 
American architectural publication, and they are advised 
to make careful enquiries before giving any orders in this 
way. 











BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION. 

RILB.A. Fiyat. ExaMiNation. 
of the Royal Institute of British Archi- 
fects have decided that in the case of Fourth and Fifth 
‘Year Students of Schools of Architecture exempted from 
the R.ILB.A. Final Examination six months spent on 
building works and/or in a builder's office (approved by 
the School) and otherwise gaining knowledge of the 
Practical side of building shall be recognised as equivalent 
{0 six out of the twelve months now required to be spent 
in an architect's office. 


R.LB.A, Exanttnartons, MAY ano JUNr 1924. 
5, the questions set at the Intermediate and Final (or 
Special) Examinations held in December 1923 have been 
Published and are on sale at the Royal Institute, price 
18, 6d, (exclusive of postage). 








‘THE R.LB.A. AND THE SOCIETY OF ARCHI- 
TECTS. 
At a meeting held on 8 August by the Society of 
Architects the resolution reamalgamation with R.I.B.A 
was confirmed, 
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THE R.LBA. HENRY JARVIS SCHOLARSHIP AT 
‘THE BRITISH SCHOOL AT ROME, 1924. 

On the recommendation of the Faculty of Architec- 
ture of the British School at Rome, the R.LLB.A. Henry 
Jarvis Studentship for 1924 has been awarded to Mr. 
‘Marshall Amott Sisson, Student R.LB.A. 

Mr. Sisson is 27 years of age and was born in Glou- 
cester. He served for four years during the war, and in 
1919 obtained professional experience in an architect's 
office. In 1920 he entered the Bartlett School of Archi- 
tecture, University of London, and in 1923 obtained the 
B.A. Degree (Honours Architecture, First Class), He was 
algo awarded the second Lever Prize in Design, 

‘The Faculty regret that they are unable to award on 
this occasion the Rome scholarship offered by the Com- 
missioners of 1851. 





Competitions 


RECONSTRUCTION OF THE KONINGINNE. 
BRIDGE, ROTTERDAM. 

‘The Municipality of Rotterdam have announced their 
intention to hold an international prize Competition for 
plans for the reconstruction of Koninginne Bridge which 
spans the narrower of the two branches of the Maas 
River encircling Noordereiland in the city of Rotterdam. 

‘The first prize offered amounts to the sum of 10,000 
guilders. 

‘The plans may be drawn up in Dutch, French, English 
or German, and rust be submitted anonymously to the 
™ Directeur der Gemeentewerken te Rotterdam, Haringe- 
sliet 4, Rotterdam," before midday on isth December 
1924, marked “ Prijsvraag Koninginnebrag.”” 

Members of Licentiates who desire further particulars 
should apply to the Comptroller~General, Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35 Old Queen Street, S.Wa1, for a loan 
of the official programme setting out the conditions. 
‘These documents are printed in the Dutch language and 
‘will be sent on loan in order of application to those desirous 
of seeing them. 

‘This Competition is not a call for tenders, but isi 
tuted for the purpose of obtaining a plan which could be 
utilised in the construction of a bridge. Bridge-building 
firms are apparently not precluded from sending in plans. 
Itisanticipated that the tender eventually submitted by the 
Person or firm whose design is placed first will receive 
‘special consideration, although itis expressly stated that 

lunicipality recognises no obligation in this respect. 
le Members and Licentiates of the R.LB.A. may 
enter for this Competition if they wish, they are notified 
that in view of the special nature of the Competition the 
usual steps with regard to approval or disapproval of 
the conditions will not in this instance be taken by the 
Competitions Committee of the R.ILB.A. 


BEXHILL TOWN HALL. 
fembers and Licentiates of the Royal Institute of 

it take part in the above Com- 
petition because the conditions are not in accordance with 
the published Regulations of the Royal Institute for 
Architectural Competitions. 
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Competitions (cm) 

‘THE IMPERIAL LONDON HOTELS, LTD. 
Comrrrrioy For Dssicxs ror Row or Snors witt 
Horn, Ovrm. 

Members and Licentiates of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects must not take part in the above com- 
petition because the conditions are not in accordance 
with the published Regulations of the Royal Institute for 
[Architectural Competition 


MASONIC MEMORIAL COMPETITION. 

Apply to The Grand Secretary, Freemasons’ Hall, 
Great Queen Street, W.C.2, Last day for applying for 
conditions, 23 August 1924. Deposit, £1 18. Closing 
date for receiving designs, 1 May 1935, Assessors: 
Sir Bdwin Lutyens, RA. (F)_(appointed by the 
President); Mr. Walter Cave, (PJ, Mr. A. Bumett 
Brown, F.S.1. 








BETHUNE WAR MEMORIAL. 
Apply to Secretary, Imperial War Graves Commission, 
$2 Baker Street, W.t. Closing date: 31 March, 1925. 
Assessor : Sir Aiton Webb, P.R A. 


Members’ Column 


‘THE LEEDS SCHOOL OF ART. 
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE. 
icaions are invited for the post of Tastenctor in Studio 


So need en Td 
knowledge of Architectural Construction, a4 the duties af the 
sone a deat een a See 
So cee ow ar Regn o t 
Tet 

Se a cat Hb rt 
Sa 

Sorceress aie aces 
eg eter eee yt! 
se eae er a 

JAMES GRAHAM, 
Director of Education, Education Department, Calverley Street, 






APPOINTMENTS VACANT. 

Assisraxrs (tno) requlted bythe Goverment of Cevloa for 
scitcr in he Arutett Oe of tha Buble Work Department 
Teri eriod of thre pears mith pombe permanency. Salary £500 
‘tnd’. aamoal increments of 0 to fsbo a ear, and thet 
“patient is made permanent) fo (700 per anu with ecient 
Perergaee aabtetocaly rupees a¢ the Goverment fate of 
‘rcang® of fs upon te Ci ne amass 

Candidates, preferably wamarie, age 26-30, aust have panel 
can at Re Asonate Membershipot he RIBA. or Meibete 
saree al Recher and have special expecience io the 
2 Gee Somntration of reinforced concrete buildings 
Sila sel famed fangs.” Preferably wih wa serve: 

“Apply at once by letter, stating age, quallgeation, and experience 
to Eee ee ce the esionien 4 Meitiank, Wertainster, 
SMF quowag Mesos. 

Ancurracrixat, Dravetiaaax requted for Hong-Koug,, Age 

ial ara pcteryan AR EBA. Rg al ae 
scien’ cscndaly thee years ngrecaent salary £00-330—— 
‘pry Bow seq Rec THA, ooadait Steet, Landon, 
wr 









arPouresss vaca 
per eee ee ee 

erie 
nn ee ae 
cope pee 





by Hk: Ti saa mouth for every tw, 
Riaximit of Hi. ls 360, (The Hk. TH, tay be considered to be 
‘wort normally 3s, but te present valbe is about 36-74) Houte 
allowance, Hic Tie: 30a month personal allowance, fk 11s 33 8, 
haa rom tare, an ee medic seman 
a ‘raveling expenses. “Reply Sere 
RILBA. 9 Candult Seset, W. ah 
ROOMS TO LET. 
nr; rota fst floor, 74 Recleston Square, for Architect. Aten 
ance to callers could be arranged. —Aj ‘etter only to Harold 
Hae Aeeitece ny Bereta Squats Wextister, 8 Was 
-—Rootis to ket by architect's widow i 
Crateet” Clean aid comfortable Bed and breakant lee 
i Light, Bitheoom. ‘Wel reamtucnded by architects and others. 
‘eeply How t4a5, cJo Seoretary KALBA, 9 Candult Street, W.2. 


‘Aeronenaits WANTED, x 
Lacs pl eee ae eet 
solar et fe a eae 
SHE cee cute ence eat 
SEL Be i tn Bo le Be 

int dame 
ehaas ray A ANd eae 
sehaaseiy TR tnd Ena 
Teac Wate nea gs ew ee 
sie dite ate ele Tr tence leh 
Cesc Ti achat Boe pt etry 
Pea rcetal wee : 
ime, ARIBA, SA, Sst 
aa eet a ERE d ly S ac 
Beat ee Uae aac eee ee data 
See erected a cha ate a oa a 
‘9 Condit Street, W. gta ae 
Serr res rare pig wir et 
Hedge and 14 years’ experience of Fie work world be of service, 
fgets ariaie ete ty det nana ar pe 
Sigs che eer iat ent cite 
eaten eta eat eet deny 
SLL OP ara Geese 
ASEAN "Sicha Mee a a ee 
Sets Nes a eae 
Seti irri as RRR eli ae 


wae 





























‘Anentrecr, Civil 
“as 











stoenen aig EURSISHED FLAT TO LET. 
ane dese oe, fr thie nit or longer, wel funibed 
sadn fst abot 7 tao walkin Hanpeead Tube Staton, 
lod ails adit the Heath Siting sort with beable 
i eater ih continue hot wale, Me 
Sheil te ee ceery envetience y 

c/o Secretary R.I.B.A., 9 Conduit Street, W.1, bea 


esim ein OMDJUTOR WANTED, 
uta REBA.(Putile Scho! and Ui vishes 
combine im rong srangenent with une see Tn a, 


giher oer Apply Box 261, «/0 Secretary KALBA, 9 Cond 


® 


COMMENCEMENT OF PRACTICE, 


Mu. T-E, Jowrs (4 has openeda practice ut Arvooia Buldings, 
anton ana wilt eed ie nulor aah 
‘teat’ that ‘adress—"Apply Box 7386, e)o Serre ‘ 
3 Condal Steet, Loodow, Wer, 7380 pid 








sata decal we ee eaten 
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A Note on Architectural Training in the Past, with 
Special Reference to England’ - 





BY PAUL WATERHOUSE, M.A., F 


, PAST PRESIDENT RL 





., PAST CHAIRMAN OF 


THE BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION, 


. 
THE WAYS OF THE ANCIENTS 
J SUPPOSE that the earliest intimation we have 





about the education of architects lies in the list 

which Vitruvius gives of the things an architect 
ought to know. ‘There is more in that list than we 
‘expect from architects to-day, and there is nothing 
Imising except ferro-conerete. Let us suppose that 
there was such a person as Vitruvius, which I believe, 
and that his writings date from the Augustan age, 
which Lalo believe: how, Eask, was the perfect archi- 
tect of Vitruvius’ imagination to acquire the knowledge 
Which the author calls upon him to show? Presum- 
ably notinanyoneschoo! ofarchitectural training, but by 
separate courses in academies of letters, draughtsman- 
ship, geometry, history, philosophy, music, medicine, 
Jaw, astronomy and meteorol A 
._ That schools of all these Kinds existed in Rome 
is probable ; but if we are to judge of all classes of 
education by Quintilian’s charming book on the 
training of young orators, it is likely enough that 10 
Roman boy ever would have got his A.R.ILB.A. while 
Vitruvius was chairman of the Board of Examiners. 
We are left to the conclusion that in the first century 
of our era the problem of architectural education 
‘solvebatur ambulando, that it was one of those puzzles 
which, ax they said of the affair of Achilles and the 








tortoise, could only be solved. by practical proof on 
the running track. 4 
Yet not. by pedestrianism only, for the architect 


is midway between the things that walk and the things 


"A Paper read at the International Cangress on Archi- 
‘ectural Education on 29 July 


v 





that fly, His wings as well as his feet havetobetrained, 
and he is not a perfect Pegasus until by fluttering and 
‘stumbling his course is at least partly finished. 

T greatly suspect that the architect of the Augustan 
age (flinching from the full Vitruvian curriculum) 
learnt his craft on the same lines that have probably 
prevailed from the year zero to the opening of the 
present century. 

"That the process changed I have no doubt whatever, 
but in the main I feel sure that the one abiding 
principle in the training of the architect, whether in 
4 guild of masons or in a monastery, ‘whether in 
medieval times or in the days, of post-Reformation 
practice, was contact in a subordinate capacity with 
Some man whose independent status as a designer 
was already won. ‘To call this condition of ripening, 
pupilage, is unduly to narrow the multifarious forms 
5f the process, It must have been throughout the 
figes of ever varying character. In some cases the 
learner may have been one of a crowd of subordinates 
under one master, in others he may have been a right- 
hand man under a single teacher; again, he may have 
gone from one magister to another, Sometimes he 
fearnt by precept, oftener by example, and always he 
must have profited more by his own mistakes than by 
the sucenes of bis guide The practical ads of 
architecture, says Vitruvius (in a fairly corrupt passage), 
is a prolonged and hard-worn area of s) 
perience perfected by manual contact with mater 
Ih relation both to the nature of that material and to its 
purpose, 

Now, since experience (which is success through 
failure) and head-knowledge (which is a slow process 
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of advance from ignorance) are the necessary elements 
of architectural equipment, it is obvious that the 
failures and the ignorance must not be entirely prac- 
tised at the expense of those who pay for our designs. 
‘The ignorance can, it is true, be overcome by book- 
learning and other teaching, so that, as far as that side 
of an architect’s panoply is concerned, he might in 
certain favourable circumstances be made the perfect 
designer before he was exposed to the risks of practice. 
But the experience—the other department of histraining 
—an only be won in the field of actual performance ; 
and it would appear that there is only one way in which 
the school of initial experience cam be made use of 
without casting upon the employer the inevitable cost 
of inevitable but useful blunders. That way is by 
taking care that the young man’s first essays in courage 
are made under the control of another's responsi 
$0 that as far as possible the mistakes may be 
before they have matured into costly errors. 
‘There are many reasons why—whatever be the 
methods of refining education in craft—the ancient 
system of learning by being a practising junior under 
a practising senior should never be left aut of account, 
Systematised academic training in architecture is 
a product of the last hundred years at most, Its 
history is very interesting. It has been rapid 
growth and successful in results. Those who deal 
after me with the present and the future will have 
more to say of it than I can allow myself to say here, 
id if L seem in this paper to ignore it, my reason 
is not that I think ill of it. How could 1? As one 
who sat on the Reconstruction Committee of the 
Architectural Association, as a past chairman of the 
Board of Education, as an examiner in the early days 
of the three-grade system, and as a present external 
examiner of five schools, I can hardly feel myself 
anything but an ardent promoter of our modern 
methods. But, with all my enthusiasm for academic 
schooling, I am surely aware that there is no school 
but experience that makes a man safe in architecture— 
and by safe I imply, not merely able to build what 
will defy gravitation and weather, but sure of being 
able to produce what he is able to draw. 
ixperience can only be gained by working as an 
atchitect on actual buildings. For these buildings 
someone must be responsible. Happy and few are 
the beginners who can shoulder responsibility alone 
without first practising on a responsibility shared, 
1. 
‘THE DAYS OF THE GIANTS 
And now to go back in time. How little we know 
of the training of the great men of even the seventeenth 
century ! giant Wren is of no use to us as 2 
historical evidence. In. architecture, as in. other 
aspects of his remarkable life, he was his own disciple. 




















Already matured as a man of science, he was invited 
by those who trusted his almost universal powers to 
make a trial in practical architecture at both of the 
great universities. ‘The Chapel of Pembroke College 
at Cambridge, and the Sheldonian Theatre at Oxford, 
are, whatever their faults, miraculous “first jobs" 
for'any man to have achieved, ‘They would be more 
than miraculous if we did not consider the character 
of Wren and the character of his age. 

To the first we owe his marvellous powers in con- 
struction, Wren was an all-round scientist, and to 
such a man the problem of defying gravity by the 
acteareesot of. sosterint—wucch. 2 toe (eae 
definition of building construction—was child's play. 
As to the second, we must remember that the period 
of classic study was in full swing. Great as he was in 
science, Wren was also great in classic lore ; and to 
the politely cultured gentleman of the latter half of the 
seventeenth century the knowledge of classic art, 
no less than the knowledge of the classic tongues, was 
an article of his equipment. 

Between Wotton in Elizabeth's time and Dean 
Aldrich in Anne's, we may imagine a chain of unpro- 
fessional conoscenti to whom an intelligent interest 
in classic architecture was even commoner than a 
smattering of half-forgotten fourth-form Latin is 
among the country gentlemen of to-day. 

‘With the eighteenth century—and, indeed, with 
Wrea, Gibbs and Inigo Jones—there came in, what is 
an intensely important factor, the belief that’ without 
some study of classic and Renaissance art on Greek, 
Roman, Italian, or French soil ao archtest could be 
completely equipped. In saying this we have to 
auert that. during half the scvesteenth aad all tHe 
‘eighteenth centuries foreign travel and foreign study 
were an essential in the training of the polite architect. 
How could it be otherwise, and how, again, could it 
fail to be the case that the immense vigour displayed 
during the nineteenth century in reproducing by 
engraving, and later by photography, the works of 
non. Britannic architectre should fave enabled mens 
to whom extensive foreign travel was impossible, 10 
make themselves masters of the work of other countries 
and of far distant dates? 

Inigo Jones, a5 we know, went to Italy and France 
for the study of landscape painting; he returned 
complete with the panoply of a classic architect. Wren, 
after being plunged almost unexpectedly into the 
responsibility of architecture, took a well-timed and 
2 well-employed rush to Paris, That Ween was 
Jearning all his life is well illustrated by a comparison 
of his earliest and his executed designs for St. Paul's. 
Robert Adam, the eldest and best of the celebrated 
Brethren, though he had an architect as his father, 
lost him at the age of twenty, and, considering that the 
young man’s education was'a general training at the 
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University of Edinburgh, it is marvellous that at 
age of 34 he should be found returning to the British 
Isles t6 find himself appointed architect to the King 
and Queen, having during his absence been elected 
-RS, and F,S.A. Where had he been that, having 
been born in 1754, he should find himself an Aston 
Webb in 1762 ? “He had been measuring and drawing 
the palace of Diocletian at Spalato on the Adriatic, 
and had also been under the guidance of the French 
architect, Clérisseau, 

‘Take with me a look at Sir William Chambers, an 
acknowledged giant, How was he trained? At 16 
he, $0 to speak, ran away to sea, and for two years he 
lived a rather menial sailor's life, tempered, it is true, 
by a tendency to sketch Chinese architecture. ‘This 
tempering and this tendency led him to realise his 
vocation, and his next outbreak was in the direction 
of Italy—to study architecture, 

Here was a case of a man beginning straight away, 
80 to speak, by the fine process of actual and personal 
gleaning of the authentic facts of classic lore. ‘There 
was no “Chambers” for Chambers, much less a 
Mauch, At 2g he was in what they called in those 
days an assured position. He, too, while abroad had 
a touch of Clérisseau. 

I suspect Clérisseau of being the spiritual father of 
the Architectural. Association. 

If anything in the life of a Scot were ever accidental 
I should describe the beginning of James Gibbs as 
singularly blessed by the chances of fortune. After 
taking his degree at the Marichal College at Aberdeen 
he lost his parents and sought his fortune abroad. 
Holland was the country chosen, In Holland 
naturally he finds a countryman, no less a person than 
John Erskine, Earl of Mar, who sends_him with 
money and introductions tothe great Fontana at 
Rome. Thus was Gibbs provided with the equipment 
of which he made such brilliant use. 

_ Sit William Tite, to take an example not essentially 
gigantesque from among the Presidents of the Royal In- 
stitute of British Architects, was, as regards his training, 
more nearly of the pupilage type. He was articled to 
D. Laing, the architect of the Custom House. When 
was his journey to Italy? It came apparently, after 
being long deferred, when a serious illness at the age 
of 53 induced him to give up architecture in favour 
of a career as a member of Parliament, a director of 
4 City bank, and a magistrate in two counties. 

_ Of Sir John Soane as a factor in architectural educa- 
tion TI can only speak with the highest respect. 

A glance at the yery interesting monograph on the 
subject of his office as a pupil-room, compiled by my 
friend Mr, Arthur Bolton, shows us to the full how 
intensive was the training then afforded. 

Between the years 1784 and 1837 no less than $5 
men passed through his atelier in one capacity or 
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another. ‘Thirty of these were genuine pupils: the 
rest were assistants or improyers. 

‘The greatest of them were, 1 suppose, Basevi, the 
architect of the Fitawilliam Museum at Cambridge; 
Gandy, an assistant, who became A.RA.; and D. 
Laing, who, as before mentioned, was Tite’s instructor, 

Soane himself had no special chances in education, 
It was as an office boy that he went to Dance the 
younger, and he subsequently entered, presumably as 
fan assistant, the office of Henry Holland, where he 
stayed till he was 23. Holland deserves to be better 
remembered than he is. His Royal Palace, Carlton 
House, is, of course, destroyed, but he did at least 
leave us the front of Brooks’s in Pall Mall. Soane may 
have learnt much at Holland's. He probably learnt 
journey abroad, which came as a sequel 
to his winning in 1776 the gold medal of the Royal 
‘Academy. Soane’s connection with the Academy 
‘great factin his own educational treatment of his pupils, 
anu, indeed, inthe history of architectural education, 
In 1806 Soane succeeded his old master, Dance, as 
professor of architecture at the Royal Academy. His 
very beautiful drawings made to illustrate these 
lectures were prepared in his own office, and it is_not 
too much to say that the production of these drawings 
formed a valuable part of the training provided for 
his pupils. It is interesting that during the 53 
years of the height of Soane’s practice no less than 
4357 architectural studies were admitted to the Royal 
Xcademy exhibitions from Soane’s office staff under 
their own names, 

‘Soane gave his pupils plenty of practical work, 
including surveying, measuring, costing and superin- 
tendence, as well as the making of working drawings, 
But he abo, it clear, established a brilliant academy 
of fine draughtsmanship. 

Probably, with about three possible exceptions, no 
architect since his time has ever provided in his own 
office—and that a busy office—such a complete or 
refined education for pupils, 

T have mentioned Soune’a work as a teacher and 
lecturer at the Royal Academy ; the Royal Academy 
itself must not be forgotten as a factor in the general 
movement towards architectural training. 

Founded, as we know, in 1768, it had, I suppose, 
from the first some intentions of giving teaching in 
architecture, but how far there was organised instruc~ 
tion in the earliest years I cannot be sure. That it 
was giving a gold medal in 1776 we know. from 
Soane’s own case, But to what extent was there a 
school or an instructor ? It may be that Soane was the 
first professor of architecture to take himself and his 
office seriously, for we know that his predecessor in 
office, George Dance the younger, though he held the 
pit for seven! yrs ever gave = lectured As 

ance was one of the original members of the Academy, 
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this fact ranks as a rather remarkable instance of early 
development in sinecure. 


MI. 
‘THE PRAISE OF OUR FATHERS 

What pupilage was in the days of Queen Victoria 
most of us know by tradition, repute or experience. 
"That it differed enormously between office and office 
there can be no doubt. That in some cases it was a 
farce is, Iam afraid, true; that in many it was a very 
glorious discipleship is equally and honourably true. 1 
all cases the amount of learning to be gained from it 
‘must have varied not only with the character of the 
master, but also with the opportunities which the 
master’s clients provided. Ifa leisured office gave the 
master the best opportunity of individual teaching, a 
busy office probably afforded, by the brisk friction of 
stirring practice, the most animated encouragement, 

Be that as it may, we have amongst us at this time 
survivors of the Victorian training whose work and 
whose character testify to the force of those training 
grounds not less clearly than do their spoken reminis- 
cences of the great men of our fathers’ time, 

If I have not spoken of the establishment of the 
examination system of our Royal Institute it is not 
because I ignore its importance, but for the simpler 
reason that I regard it not so much as a portion of the 
past but rather as the birth of the present. 

‘What the Institute did at the close of the last century 
in setting up first the tentative voluntary examination, 
next the obligatory, and finally the three-fold system 
was nothing more or less than to force and to foster 
the bands of the new race of educators. 

‘The parallel growth of the Architectural Association 
as a teaching body and the gradually increasing 
efficiency of the classes under professional guidance 
at University College, King's College, and South 
Kensington worked together for good in the same 

rection and became with one other force the irre- 
ible origins of our present system. 
‘That one other force—one easily forgotten but not 
lightly to be ignored—was the cheerful willingness of 
the senior architects of those days to hand over to 
schools and classes the young men who, to speak 
quite plainly, had been a fruitful source of revenue 
in premiums’ and sometimes of most valuable office 
help occasionally unpaid or underpaid. 

Yn a closing survey let us learn and remember one 
or two things which are of real importance to. the 
study of this really great subject. 

‘The present system of academic instruction is not 
really a break with the past. 

Trseldom happens that a school student finds himself 
at the end of his course in sole command of an imme- 























diate practice, As often as not his career as a graduate 
in architecture begins or continues in a draughtsman- 
ship. As an assistant he will experience that happy 
comradeship with an elder which the abolition of 
pupilage might have seemed to extinguish. 

And here another point. Friendly rivalry among 
fellow students has been and always will be one o 
the greatest incentives to progress. ‘This is the reason 
why a large office full of pupils was in the Victorian 
days a better training ground than a small one, unless, 
‘as sometimes happened, there were enough to make 
up two good sides at stump cricket or passage footbell, 

"The schools provide this rivalry to perfection, and 
thus give by their yery nature what under office 
pupilage could only come by chance, 

Finally, a very interesting consideration. | We have 
seen that in the days of the eighteenth and for half of 
the nineteenth century foreign travel was an almost 
invariable prelude to successful cultured practice. How 
great an enterprise that travel might be I know from 
the mouth of my own father and from the evidence 
of his sketch-books. 

‘What was the object of that travel ? Sometimes, 2¢ 
in the case of Robert Adam's visit to the Adriatic, it was 
actual discovery : the digging out for oneself of archi 
tectural facts which no book-learning in England could 
supply. Sometimes it was the mere seeing for oneself 
of the grandeur which no record, no drawing, no picture 
an transfer, Always it was that contact with master- 
pieces which means awe, delight and possession. 

‘To-day the knowledge of every accepted work of art 
is accessible by means of books, photographic illus- 
trations, and measured drawings. ‘The scope of an 
architect’s study of the past is to-day wider than ever 
and more rapidly achieved. Our debt to the men who 
have reduced to black-and-white documents the infor- 
mation which of old had to be sought by travel is 
immense. But the letter killeth; and it is a bappy 
reflection that no learners of architecture and no teachers 
can avoid the discovery that actual personal vision of 
buildings is indispensable to the appreciation of what 
architecture is and means, 

Quite apart from the fact—a most important and 
pregnant fact—that drawing from a building, if con 
scientiously done, is the finest and deepest form of 
study, there remains the wonderful realisation that 
the presence of perfect architecture has upon 
architect a direct, a magic, an inspiring influence 
which, like that of love, no learning ean explain and n0 
logic can deny. 
reef tlk ag we mut ofthe Future of architectural 

ing, but let us never forget that the greatest 
teaching force of all is i w 
pie, force af all the oles of chan who. aA 
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Aspects of Houses in Relation to Wind, Rainfall and Sunshine 
BY NATHANIEL LLOYD, 0.B-E. 


house?" has been asked many times, and 
invariably answered in accordance with the 
taste or prejudice of the person replying. Houses 
have been placed on sites in accordance with the 
fashion of their times, or with supposed advan- 
tages in health and enjoyment, but subject to moi 
cations dictated by the slope of ground or other 
characteristics of particular sites. “The _mediseval 
house almost invariably faced towards the north, 
seldom due north, but more frequently north-east 
than north-west.* “Those early writers who concerned 
themselves with such matters were emphatic in denun- 
ciation of southerly aspects and in praise of those 
facing north. ‘That a south aspect breeds sickness 
we no longer believe, but while a northerly prospect 
has the advantage of objects being lighted by the sun 
from behind the observer, and so appearing with 
greater charm than when viewed under the light, 
few would now choose that aspect, Except that, in 
4 vague way, choice of aspect is now dictated ‘by 
desire to secure as much sunshine as possible, quite 
respective of the quality of the sunshine or of the 
time of day at which it will enter rooms, the choice 
is made in what can only be called haphazard fashion 
without either scientific or logical reasons. Due 
south appears to be the favourite aspect, after that 
south-west and, less often, south-east. South, 
however, is reigning favourite, generally without 
allowance being made for variation in conditions in 
different parts of the country, It is proposed to 
consider the influences of wind, rainfall and sunshine 
‘a affecting that front of a house which we often style 
the garden front, in which the architect strives to 
pitce as many ay posible of his living rooms and 
‘drooms. It is this elevation and not that by which 
the house is entered to which I shall refer as the 
“front.” Other matters (such as configuration of 
round surface) affecting placing on the site are 
Outside the scope of the present enquiry. 
Wind.—There was a time when a site was chosen 
for a house for the sake of the shelter it afforded 
and when, except for outlook or strategic reasons, 
Ro one pliced a house in an exposed position. Now, 
We prder an open aspect for the. sake of ie 
freshness and for the prospect it affords ; conse 
quently the direction from which storms usually 


Te. question, “What is the best aspect for a 


























3,7 Ordre and edyfy the house so that the pryncipale and chete 
Topiscie may bs dt and weet specallyaort-oct.” South 
Hidsouth-weest for the taeryal of al wyndas is the moste wosste, 
the south wynde doth corrupt and doth mtke evyll vapodcs: 
Wherefore, better it is of the two worate that the wyndawes do 
Peo playne north than playne south.” Andrew Borde, physician 
‘sd traveller, r4902=1549. 
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come must be taken into account, 
proceeding from stormy are (t) draughty 
Tooms, which are especially distressing in cold 
weather, (2) difficulties of ventilation (draughts low 
down do not necessarily imply effective ventilation 
of the upper part of a room) by the only means usually 
available—an open window. ‘This is particularly 
troublesome in respect of bedrooms. Most of us 
sleep with open windows and we all know the dis- 
comfort of these when exposed to storms, and 
particulsrly the unpleasint experience of having to 
rise in the night to shut a window through which w 
sudden storm drives heavy rain into the apartment, 

Rain.—Another effect. of rain driving against 
‘windows is utterly to destroy that prospect for which 
they were designed. Whether only spotted by rain- 
drops from a shower or fine, misty rain or streaming 
with wet from a downpour, the occupants of a room 
are as effectually shut off from seeing outdoors as i 
in « prison. On the other hand, the view from a 
‘sheltered window is a great resource for the storm- 
bound, No grander scene is provided for us by 
‘nature than the passing of the storm, and even the 
uncompromisingly wet day has its driving clouds, its 
‘squalls of rain, its pools, its reflections and all the other 
features of which the butterfly " observer is totally 
unconscious, but which are certainly worthy of con 
sideration when placing the house. 

Sunshine—The instinct to secure ample sunshine 
is not only natural, but is essentially right, It is 
not to be obtained, however, by dumping the house 
down in accordance with the fashion of the moment, 
‘There are seasons in this country when rooms and 
houses may be almost intolerable from excess of 
sunshine. Even when sun: is scantiest, the hour 
factor or time of day and its occupations. should 
be considered. ‘There is no happier beginning to 
the day than to rise, dress and breakfast bathed 
in sunshine, which cannot best be secured by the 
adoption of the south aspect. Perhaps this is the 
most important factor in relation to enjoyment of 
winter sunshine, Few remain in the house after 
ten o'clock, if sun shines, and such persons would 
naturally prefer the house to, receive the best of the 
sunshine, whilst they are in it rather than after they 
eave it. | ‘The tables showing expectation of sunshine 
at each hour for each month should be used with 
this point in mind, but most of the records indicate 
more bright sunshine in the morning than in the 
afternoon. A gardener, from his practical experience, 
‘would claim even greater virtue for the morning sun, 
which he finds more beneficial to his plants than 
that of the afternoon, 


Discomforts 
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‘The following table shows the percentage of rainfall 
throughout the year, with cach direction of wind at 
four stations, ‘These are averages of records taken 
during the ten years 1901-10." 

Wind Richmond Falmouth Aberdeen Cahirciveen 








N. 8 s s : 
NE, 3 9 3 
E 9 5 re 5 
SE. z rc 20 3 
S. 20 2 7 35 
SW. 2 38 é is 
W 10 i 6 3 
x. 6 8 ts 5 
Calm nm 6 ° 3 


‘As it will be found that the relation of rainfall to 
wind varies, not only geographically, but as affected 
by purely local features, the following notes respecting 
the above stations are necessary. 

‘Kew Observatory is in the Old Deer Park, Richmond, 
adjoining Kew Gardens. ‘The site lies low, and 
Richmond Hill, to the south-west, rises only 150 feet. 

Falmouth Observatory is near the harbour entrance, 

to the Channel on the east, south-east, and south. 

FS the west and north-west the land rises to 700 feet 
at nine miles distance. 

‘Aberdeen Observatory is open to the sea to north, 
‘ast and south. The Don valley runs north-west, 
the Dee valley south-west from the Observatory. 
"To west and west-south-west the land rises to the 
summits of the Cairngorms, fifty miles away, which 
ffectually tap the westerly ‘ainclouds. Apart from 
these, as an East Coast station, south-east would be 
a rainy quarter. 

‘Valentia is an old-established station moved three 
miles to Cahirciveen in 1892. It is open to the 
‘south and west ; to the south-cast are hills rising to 
1,600 feet ; other hills run north-east to south-west, 
She or two miles east of the Observatory; north-cast 
to south-east are the Macgillicuddy Reeks, rising to 
2,000 feet, ten to fourteen miles away; to south-west 
ate jsolated hills of 1,000 feet, eight miles away. 





Eskdalemuir (from which sunshine records only 
are drawn) differs from the other observatories in its 
situation S00 feet above mean sea 

In order to compare these records a block plan of 
a house is shown facing a different aspect in each 
Fetceen Wind Direction and Rainfall. by 

"Bartlett, from the Quarterly Journal of the Royal 
Medorologieal Society, Vol. XL. No. #73. 








“The house plan this represents is one for 
J cqnall house by Mr. C. W. F. Dening FRIBA., 
which was awarded the first in a competition 
promoted by Country Life. In it the living rooms 
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and all the bedrooms face south. The plans of 
ground and first floors are shown in diagram No. 1- 
‘A little reflection will make it apparent that a 
house facing south will receive rain driving from south- 
west and south-east as well as from south, but, 9 
will be seen from diagram No. 2, the whole of similar 
rainfall from these quarters would not strike the 
south clevation. If A represents the building with 
its principal elevation facing south, and B the rain 
which will strike upon that elevation, it is clear that 
by turning the elevation 45 degrees to face south-east 
smaller amount of that rain will strike it with » south 
wind; in fact only 7/roths, Thus a frontage of 
4p feet to a south wind becomes equal to and receives 
only the rainfall of 28 feet when turned to south-east. 
‘Bhs sopicaion of she faesor i shoe, in diagram 
. 3, where the proportions of rain received from 
each direction of wind u south elev 
indicated. 
Applying this method to south-west, south 
south-east and east aspects, as in di ‘Nos. 
4, 5, 6, and 7, we find the records at Richmond show 
that the wettest aspect is south-west, with 43 
cent., that south is next with 40°30 per centy 
south-east receives 2730 per cent, and that east 
only gets 18'So per cent., or much less than half the 
amount of rain received by south-west or south. 





upon the south elevation are 


Ricumono 
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Cahirciveen, as might be expected from its situation, 
shows excessive rain from the south, for which 


diagram No. 8 is given below. It may be noted that 
o per cent. of the rainfall received at this station comes 
from south, south-west and south-east, 


CAHIRCIVEEN 
late 


VALENCIA 
5 





Similar figures for other aspects are =— 

South-west, 45"10 inches, 

‘South-east, 48°00 inches. 

East, 21°10 paamn. me 

‘The figures for math show larger percentages: 
for all southerly aspects, and the increased percentage 
from south-west is particularly significant. Diagram 
No. 9 shows the effect of these and that a south-west 
aspect would receive more than half the total rainfall 
of the station. 





Similar figures for other aspects are = 
South, 49°60 inches. 

South-east, 28:20 inches, 

East, 1410 inches. 





The figures for Falmouth do not differ materially, 
except in degree, from those for Richmond, ‘There 
are, however, other stations where records of rain 
bearing winds show very different results. One 
‘of these is Aberdeen, which, partly owing to its 
situation on the East Coast and partly to its position 
in relation to the Dee and Don valleys, receives most 
rain with south-east wind. Diagrams 10, tt, 12 
and 13 show records applied to four aspects. The 
driest is south-west, with 22°10 per cent. rainfall, 
compared with 43°00 per cent. at Richmond and 
$242, Ber, cent, af Falmouth for the sume aspect 

fact, the driest aspect at Aberdeen is the wettest 
at the other two stations. Obviously, from the 
rainfall point of view, aspect should be varied according 
to locality. Other factors, however, must be con- 
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Allusion has been made already to the fact that 
for the average man, about to build a house in this 
country, there is perhaps no influence so powerful, 
no objective so clearly defined and so definitely 
desirable of attainment, as a sunny aspect. Such 
reasoning as may be exercised begins and ends with 
“Face the south and get sun into the rooms all 


from very oblique angles is of little importance, a 
quadrant has been struck for each aspect and onl 
Sunshine received at hours coming within sue 
quadrant is assumed worthy of consideration. These 
diagrams are plotted for three latitudes, embracing 
the whole of the British Islands, ‘The chief difference 
between latitudes so and 60 deg. is that at Lat. 60 deg. 


for PLacesinLariTupE SO” a 





day long.” It will be seen from the following 
diagrams that a south aspect does not secure this, 
even when the planning is so skilful as Mr. Dening’s, 
where all living rooms and bedrooms face the best 
ieee 

Diagrams Nos. x4, 15 and 16 have been prepared 
to show precisely what sunshine is received on fronts 
facing south-west, south or south-east; and, as sunshine 


'S. Quangant- 


the days are shorter in winter and Jonger in summer. 
In considering the relative merits of aspects as demon- 
strated in these diagrams, the essential principle 
kept in view is, not what aspect secures the largest 
total of sunshine daily (at which one might arrive 
merely by adding up the sunshine hours given in the 
tables), but which secures the best of the sunshine 
and at hours when it will be enjoyed most fully. 
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In this relation, few will fail to agree that it is most 
important to secure morning sunshine to the fullest 
possible extent, and that, so far as is practicable, the 
fiercest rays of afternoon sun in summer, which make 
living rooms almost unbearable and render bedrooms 
stifing and aglow with heat far into the night, should 
be avoided, 





For Punces in Lati rune 55° 
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however, suggests that the early and precious morning 
hours are somewhat obliquely placed, for which the 
scanty sunshine of mid-winter late afternoon would 
scarcely compensate. In spring and autumn the 
sun does not enter its quadrant until nine and 
in summer until ten o'clock. It also receives too 
liberal a share of the fierce summer sun.J This is 

















In diagram No, 14 the elevation facing south-west 
gets no sun until after cleven o'clock at any season of 
the year. On the other hand, it is exposed to the 
full strength of summer heat and can only be regarded 
a8 a really bad aspect. : 

In the same diagram the elevation facing south 
Appears attractive because all the sunshine of a winter 
day comes within its quadrant, Closer inspection, 





S. QUADRANT 


a slightly better aspect than south-west, but not & 
good one. 

‘The elevation facing south-east is free from the 
foregoing objections, It receives directly the rays 
of winter morning sun, retaining them up to one 
o'clock, after which they are of less importance. Tt 
enjoys the whole of the morning sun in spring and _ 
autumn and from half past six in the morning until 
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ast noon in summer, It is free from. the excessive 
jeat of summer, for the sun is out of its quadrant 
jortly after twelve o'clock and the front is entirely 
in shade before two o'clock at midsummer. ‘This 
is the best of all aspects for sunshine and may 
be varied slightly towards south or east, to mect 
special requirements, without impairing "its. many 





“S. QUADRANT 


advantages, Similar consideration of diagrams 15 
and 16, with the sunshine tables, furnishes results 
not differing materially from those applying to 
No. 14. 

Although, as has been indicated already, a large 
percentage of annual rainfall comes to most places 
with south-west or south winds, at others this is not 

* 90, and many, like Aberdeen, receive most rain from 





For Piacesin Laritune 60" 


the south-east, Where south-west ‘or south are the 
wet winds, they furnish additional argument against 
south-west’ and south aspects and often in such 
localities the south-east aspect is a dry one, as appears 
in the diagrams of rainfall, Such conditions would 
clinch any. argument in support of the south-cast 
aspect. Where, as at Aberdeen and many East Coast 












‘Stations, most storms and rain come from the south~ 
cast, and the south-west wind is a dry one; the 
problem becomes one of the respective importance 

a pect in relation to sunshine versus aspect in 
relation to storms and rainfall, A certain nip in the 
ait, associated with the East Coast, may temper the 
summer sun’s heat and so modify the objection taken 


1o a south-west aspect, while desire for shelter from 
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bleak east winds of winter and spring, which are 
inseparable from such localities, may bring the scale 
down further in favour of the south-west aspect, 
but alays atthe price f turning away from the cheery 
morning sun. choice is as difficult as the choice 
for other stations was simple, ‘The conventional 
south aspect might prove a compromise, but 
the student may test this himself by preparing 
statement of pros and cons from the diagrams and 
tables provided, 

‘Tables showing average bright sunshine at each 
hour of the day are given for five stations, from which 


Latitude s0 deg. 
South Aspect. 





Pros, Cons, 
Receives sunshine all day More benefit would be re- 
in winter, ceived from morning sun if 
rays were less oblique, even 
iC ome afternoon sun were 

lost. 

Tn spring and autumn this 
aspect gets no morning *un 
inti nine o'clock, 

Tin summer docs not_re- 
ceive, morning sun until 
ten o'clock. 

Receives fiercest afternoon 
sun in summer, 

‘Avery wet and. stormy 
spect in most localities. 
AE Falmouth: it receives 

piGo. per cent, and, at 

jehmonil 40°30 per cent. o 
the annual fatal 
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some idea may be obtained as to the ex) of 
sunshine in various parts of the British ‘With 
each of these is a summary, showing sunshine re- 
ceived in each month during five periods of the day. 
‘These figures are extracted and compiled from the 
Meteorological Office Year Book for 1916. Unfortu- 
nately, inadequate funds prevent this office collating 
And tabulating similar records, which it possesses, 
from a large number of stations. 

‘A summary of all conditions affecting an aspect, 
arranged a8 pros and cons, would. present the matter 
as follows :— 








Latitude 50 deg. 
‘South-Bast Aspect. 
Pros. Cons. 

‘The fullest benefit is ob- ‘The sun leaves this 
tained from moming aun in quadrant about 12,30 in 
mid-winter, about "80 out of mid-winter. 
$117 hours at Richmond, 135 
out of 173 ours 
mouth, “Every day towards 
autumn or spring this morn 
ing advantage increases. It 
secures the morning sun at 
these which the 











in summer, for sun is out 
‘of this quadrant soon after 
12.0,_ Ithas the smallest ri 
fall of the southerly axpects, 
it Falmouth 28°20 per cent 
find at Richmond 27°30 pet 
ent. 








————— 





Diagram No. 14 shows approximate positions of 
the sun at each hour of the day for the extreme south 
of England, latitude so deg., at the summer and winter 
solstices and at the spring and autumn equinoxes 

"The superposed block plans of the house are drawn — 

South-west aspect in line. 

South aspect in dotted line. 

South-east aspect in broken line. 

Only stinshine received by front elevations at hours 
within their respective quadrants is considered in 
making comparisons. Rays from outside a quadrant 
Sean aa be taken into account. 

jagram No, 15 shows approximate positions of 
the saat exch hour the day for places in aitue 
55 deg. (as South Shields and Eskdalemuir) at the 
Summer and winter solstices and at the spring and 
autumn equinoxes. 

‘The superposed block plans of the house are 
drawn >— 

South-west aspect in dotted line. 








South aspect in line, 

South-east aspect in broken line. 

Only sunshine received by front elevations at hours 
within their respective quadrants is considered in 
making comparisons, Rays from outside a quadrant 
dre regarded as too oblique to be taken into account. 

Diagram No. 16 shows approximate positions of 
the sun at each hour of the day for North Britain, 
latitude 60 deg,, at the summer and winter solstices 
and at the spring and autumn equinoxes. 

"The superposed block plans of the house are 
drawn s— 

South-west aspect in dotted line, 

South aspect in broken line, 

South-east aspect in line. 

‘Only sunshine received by front elevations at hours 
within their respective quadrants is considered in 
making comparisons, Rays from outside a quadrant 
are regarded as too oblique to be taken into ac 
count. 
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British Meteorological and Magnetic Year Book, 1916 
Part IV. Md.227f. Pub. 1919 


CAHIRCIVEEN AVERAGE 1881-1915 (3 miles from Valentia) 
51° 56'N. 10" 1s W. 


Hours are measured from 30 minutes before to 30 minutes after each hour 
of Local Apparent Time. 
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Regional Architecture of the West of England * 


BY C, J. TAIT [F]. 


4 HAT, you are stepping westward?” To 
V ‘many, there seems to lie a sort of magic in 
this challenge. To Wordsworth it presented 
‘a wildish destiny.’ Devon, itis true, has its wild spots, 
but the West of England, of which Exeter held the 
ey, with Bristol asan outwork, owes its charm and its 
greatness to the civil eminence it has always enjoyed. 
Devon was born great, Her fertile soil, her genial 
climate and extensive coast line were hers at birth. 
She achieved greatness by the daring of her mariners 
and the enterprise of her merchants, She had great- 
ness thrust upon her by King William IV, who 
selected Devonport as a fitting site for a naval, base. 
She is the mother of Grenville, Drake and Raleigh, of 
the Courtenays, Fortescues, Bullers and Carews, 
names which may stir you if only by their sound. But 
such names haye also become 2 matter of history, 
history that has necessarily moulded what the authors 
term the regional architecture of the West. The 
Cathedral and Castle of Exeter still stand to mark the 
adyent of the Norman conquerors, and there is much 
throughout the county to remind us of the regime 
of the stannary towns—Ashburton, Tavistock, Plymp- 
ton and Chagford—when the Parliaments were held 
upon Crockem ‘Tor and presided over by the Lord 
Warden of the Stannaries. But the buildings dis- 
cussed and represented in a series of very fine pho- 
graphic plates date for the moat part from Dutch 
William, who landed, as we all know, on the shores of 
‘Tor Bay, and read his first proclamation from the 
market cross at Newton Abbot. Dutch influences 
‘were introduced. in other than a general way by the 
trade carried on with Folland from the many seaports 
of the county. Dutch bricks and houses with Dutch 
features built around courtyards are common in such 
little towns as Topsham, which could once boast that 
it shipped more tobacco into the kingdom than did 
the port of London. ‘The terrace houses of the 
eighteenth century, such as in the Barnfield and Colle- 
ton Crescents, Exeter, are unequalled in the quality 
of their brickwork, the dignity of the window spacing 
and the variety of their cast-iron verandah designs. 
"The Devon and Exeter Institution, said to possess 
cone of the largest libraries in the West of England, 
belongs to this period, Bristol at the time was second 
‘only to London as aliterary centre. Southey, Coleridge, 
Wordsworth, Chas. Lloyd, and Joseph Cottle the 
publisher figured there. Burke sat for the city. 


“+ Regional Architecture of the West of England. By A-B- 
Ricnankon PATA, Professor of Architecture, University 
College, London, and C. Lovett Gill, FRIBA. London: 
Emest Bena, Lad. £2 58. net- 











‘An interest in literary culture, which travelled west 
ward and was maintained both in Exeter and Plymouth, 
must receive recognition for the influence it doubtless 
exerted over civic development, 

Neither Devon nor Cornwall can be reckoned as 
a brick county. Walls of some local stone, stuccoed 
and colourwashed, provided for the deficiency, and 
plaster, plain or rasticated, was used with much effect. 
Many a low-browed house, with extended eaves and 
coloured surface, nestles picturesquely on the country~ 
Side with little else to recommend it, ‘The warm 
volcanic felspars, too, that crop out, often miles 
away from their base on Dartmoor, or the New Red 
Sundstone beds, are a more than satisfactory substitute 
for a good brick, while the silver-grey of the Cornish 
slate makes ample amends for the absence of a red 
tiled roof. 

‘None of such building makes any pretentious 
claims, We have to seck that in the architecture of 
some of the larger country houses, such as Sultram, 
Carclew and Anthony, upon the latter of which Gibbs. 
was employed. Yet modest as the many examples 
lire, they possess a nafoeté that would seem to belong 
exclusively to the West, Exactly wherein this peculiar 
charm lies, it is difficult to say. Possibly it may 
be attributed to an element of pleasing surprise, 
centred in some detail or feature, in an otherwise 
uneventful fagade, buoyantly claiming your attention, 
‘The portico of the Seven Stars Inn, Totnes, with 
its Joggia over (page 130), the hood above the entrance 
to the house in Smith Street, Torrington (page 89), and. 
the ensemble of porch and niche at Truro (page 121) 
strike such a note, Surprise is the soul of romance 
‘The footprint in the sand is the very key-stone of The 
Strange Surprising Adventures of Robinson Crusoe. 

“The terms classic and romantic have no sharply 
defined distinction, Forms which owe « prima 
debt to Greece or Rome may be quite as romantic in 
treatment as those of medizeval origin, But following 
the distinction commonly observed, when we approach 
the close of the eighteenth century and the carly 
part of the next, and we come upon the work of Daniel 
AMexander, Sir John Rennie, John Foulston and 
Charles Fowler, we realise that we are entering upon 
quite another type of architectural expression. Princ 
town, where “ every prospect pleases and only man is 
vile," rose upon Dartmoor from the designs of Alex- 
ander. Rennie builtthe Victualling Yard at Stonehouse. 
Plymouth owes much of its character to Foulston and 
his partner Wightwick, and is well represented by 
the ‘Theatre Royal and Atheneum. Fowler—the 
only locally born architect among the group—built 
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the markets at Exeter, following upon his Leadenhall 
Market in the City. 'The Higher Market at Exeter 
possesses perhaps the most satisfactory facade in the 
Neo-Greck manner that has been attempted. It 
must be regretted that the opportunities of appreciating 
Rennie's fine work at Stonchouse are necessarily so 
curtailed by the nature of the site, since it is a monu- 
mental example of the period. 

All that Professor Richardson has to say upon a 

riod concerning which he is a master, is of the 

ighest interest, Sketches from his notebooks are 
dispersed through the volume which display his vivid 
manner; and these, with Mr. Gill’s plates, have put 
‘on record many delightful things that changes cannot 
bbe relied upon to spare. 








Reviews 


AN ARCHITECTURAL PILGRIMAGE IN OLD 
MEXICO. By Alfred C. Bossom. Fo. New York, 
1924 [Scribner's Sons]. £4 48. net 

For the last few years the thoughts of American 
architects have increasingly turned in the direction of 
Spanish Mexican architecture, as a source of inspira- 
tion for such buildings as summer dwellings, county 
clubs and seaside hotels, 

‘The late Bertram Goodhue, most versatile of modern 
designers, was one of several New York architects 
who experimented in this direction, 

Mr. Alfred Bossom, an English architect who has 
made good in the New World, and who by hisgenerosity 
in founding a scholarship for English students has 
lately shown that his sympathies are still with us, has 
in his Architectural Pilgrimage in Old Mexico 
given us a delightful and enthusiastic book. “ Not 
to visit Mexico,” says Mr. Bossom, ‘js not to know 
the Western Hemisphere. ‘The buildings in Mexico, 
with the slightest adaptation to fit them for twentieth- 
century requirements, comply with American needs 
in a manner rarely equalled by any other style of 
architecture, 

“The great American hotel with its multitudes of 
windows, its airy foyers and ball-rooms, penthouses, 
towers and roof gardens, seems instinctively to demand 
the use of a type of architecture as elastic in treatment 
ag that found in Mexico, ‘The towering office building 
with its dominating vertical lines, and nothing to 
relieve ts great surfaces except the piercing of in; 
numerable holes to form windows, can be designed 
after Mexican ideas with a success not easily obtained 
in forms that must maintain fixed characteristics with 
a rigid regularity.” 

"Thought one may not be able to go the whole way 
with the author in his enthusiasm for the Mexican 
Spanish work of the sixteenth century and after, yet 














it must be admitted that it not only forms a fink 
between the Old World and the New, but, granting 
the eclecticism of the New World to be allowable, it 
provides a suitable basis of design for the type of 
Work that is being erected in the Southern States 
and on the Pacific slope. The book keeps rigidly to 
the post-Spanish-conquest period, with one exception, 
the delightful little Toltec statuettes shown on page 4, 
which are so modern in feeling that they might be 
carged by one of our own sculptors. 

Explanatory notes are given to many of the illus- 
trations, such as “Delicate balconies and graceful 
Waterspouts are an easy method of adding charm to 
the plainest buildings (VII), “If the door is not 
large enough for the composition add more sur- 
rounding features” (LXV). leregularity begets 
interest” (NCI). Rather a dangerous saying this 
last one, but these little aphorisms may be helpful 
in giving the lay reader some insight into the theory 
of architectural design, 

‘The subjects of the illustrations are well chosen, 

and notwithstanding such difficulties as were en- 
‘countered in the execution of plate XIV they are excel- 
lently photographed by Mr. Bossom himself, who is 
not only a skilled photographer, but, as he has shown 
by his own illustrations scattered through the book, 
is a charming draughtsman, 
Says the author at the end of his “ Foreword,” 
If this account, then, of a pilgrimage to shrines Of 
‘Mexican architecture shall be the means of inducing 
others to take up their staffs and go, I shall feel that 
L have done something, however little, in strengthen- 
ing the affinities of culture and tradition which unite 
the Anglo-Saxons and the Latins in a better under- 
standing.” Anruun Bastisrt [F.]. 














ENGLISH CHURCH FITTINGS, FURNITURE 
AND ACCESSORIES. J. Charles Cox, LL.D. 
FSA. B.T. Batsford, 

‘This volume giv interesting. series. of illus- 
trations of church furniture, fittings and accessories. 
Most of them are photographic reproductions. A 
few only are sketches or diagrams, One, of a lectern, 
is drawn to scale with figured dimensions, Many 
of the subjects illustrated, including the one last 
mentioned, have sea in other volumes issued 
by the same publishers. Much that is interesting 
atchwologically is provided in the twenty chapters 
of the book. Valuable as these’ illustrations and 
descriptions may be, the volume would be more useful 
if practical measured drawings were given, It might 
be objected that if these were provided old work 
would be too much imitated by lifeless reproductions. 
‘The real value of such drawings would be to show 
something of the minor dimensions in detail ; indicate 
the scale of the whole fitting or piece of furniture 














in relation to the building in which it is seen; and, 
also, give some real information about the way such 
things were built up, constructed, or made. All thi 
old work is, as Mr. Aymer Vallance says in_ his excel- 
Tent introduction, of immense value to those who wish 
to study a fine craft tradition, But no student can really 
study, no craftsman can fully appreciate the value, or 
let himnself feel the influence, of the deft skill by which it 
was produced, unless he is provided with something 
more than pictorial photographs, or historical essays, 
by which to try and understand that skill. 

‘What we need most to-day is more effort to get buck 
again to methods of training and of work that will de- 
velop fully the real, if at times latent, ability of modern 
craftsmen designers. . C. C 











SPECIFICATION FOR ARCHITECTS, SURVES- 
RS AND ALL INTERESTED 





‘The 1924, which is the 26th, edition of this valuable 
work has been received, It is no mere reprint of the pre~ 
Vious iasus, but has been thoroughly revised in every 
detail. Iris fully up to the standard of its predecessors. 

“The specification is prefaced by several valuable trea 
tises, all new 10 this issue, ‘The first is by Mr. Stanley 
Hamp, FRLLB.A., o “Hotels and their Equipment.” A 
thorough description of all requirements is mven, also 
‘umber of illustrations of notable examples. Mr. Hamp 
of course, a leading authority on the question of hotel 
planning. He advocates the American system of relying 
Entirely on artificial light and ventilation Tor the bathroom 
attached toa bedroom. It certainly conduces to compact 
Planning, but English opinion has not, as yet, been 
educated’ up to. that arrangement. 


Mr. Edwin Gunn, A.R.LBA., writes on * Half Timber 
le with 

















Construction,” and illustrates his instructive art 
Tany, old. and modern examples. Among the Jae" fy 





Messrs. Liberty's building by the late Mr. 
PARIBLA.,and Me. Stanley Hall, F-R.LB.A, Itmay sive 
Saree ee ore of construction ands it i 
oped picturesque design generally. Some are get 
fomewhat sick of the bald and barracky designs that are 
seen at times. 

“Mr. Ewart A. Ashton hasan article on  Tnexpensive 
‘Timber Roofs.) Examples are given of » number of 
‘extremely light roofs, constructed on the laminated prin 
Ciple dusing the war. They stood perfectly well, "This 
Seems to prove that, frequently, timbers are used of 37 
unnecessarily large and wasteful size. E 

“The fourth article is by Mr. Herbert Kenchingtco, 
ARLBA. on The Submission of Plans to Public 
‘Authorities, 

“The last article is a valuable one by the editor, Me 
Frederick Chatterton, F. question 








R.LB.A., on the burning a 
Ja which full particulars are given of the 
4923 Act. 


Gre af the new features of this issue is some carefully 
drawn examples of various standard constructive 
by Mr. W. R. Jaggard, F.R.LB.A. 
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In the actual specification every operation of every trade 
{s completely and fully described by specialist writers in 
their respective branches. ‘There is a reinforced concrete 
Section, which includes the Institute report and the stan- 
ard specificationof the Institutionof Structural Engineers, 

"Phere are very few items that eall for anything in the 
nature of critica, On page 8, paragraph. 8, cement 
mortar, when great strength is required, is specified to be 
ttot, Mr.D. B. Butler, M.LStruct.E., etc,, in his Paper 
fead before the Institution of Structural Engincers Inst 
Year, showed that Portland cement, as now manufactured, 
if Very much stronger than the requirements of the British 
Standard. Specification. Considering this, 1 to 2 oF 3 
‘would suffice in many cases, Also the exposure to 
4 days, mentioned on page 131, paragraph 4, is unneces- 
‘acy with finely ground cement, “It nay lead to hydration. 
The clause mentioning that timber should be Petrograd or 
‘Archangel Was written in intelligent anticipation of the 
jeopening of the Russian timber trade, which has now 
actually begun. 

Every trade is prefaced by general notes that give 
valuable information. One is reminded of a lecture on 
{Specifications " given by the late Ewan Christian before 
the’ Architectural Association many years since, in which 
he completely held the attention of a large audience for 
dver two hours! It really was a most instructive address 
fon the art of construction. 

W. J. H. Leverton, Licentinte RIB.A. 


The Library 


ARTE ROMAN BN ITALIE. uchitue dears 
Rr Munn serie par Camille Eolat fo. Pari [1024]. 
Tee feeditons Albert Morancé). ee 
«4 fa Ste ring te continuation of the work of M. Martin 
hive sorethe Wac, ‘heilhtraive mater was 
ished ere cat and comments on the examples ate By 
Ry Bit °C cewtor of the Museum of Comparative Seulpuure, 
MM Bolart, Curve sol cacellent plates are from photographs of 
ea ree Caihedals of te principal cites of Northern 
iy Lace Co, oo lean, oer Pa ae 
fie DUTCH COLONIAL HOUSE. By Aymar Embury. 
E BUTCH COLONIAL HOUSE A a 
£2 Aotcis publication containing s good chapter on the 
en aetiin Uhich te ein ofthe Dutch Colonial house 
sei oe ed and the development which is stil ny pro 
Br clea descrjenk, A. chapter on materials accounts for 
sees i moder. 40 cetment ofthe root and ofthe plan ia 
sertnin Forms and i Che book is litemed with w large 
Sac ae ha and averal plane, “The furiture nd 
um oe ull houses completes the work. 
cs. 
|A SHORT HISTORY OF HAMPTON COURT TO "THE 
MONT TOF CHARLES 1. By Emest Law, CB. 6)"- 
Bal, London, 1984) 

a Randy and fully illustrated volume compiled from the 
Nay 20 orks, eating the history of the Palace in 
sept fon. Many rowing by Herbert Rate ad other 
copa Fld so numerous ports and od pits 


LOAN LIBRARY CATALOGUE. 
‘A new cataloyue for the Loan Library has been recently 
‘compiled and may be acthelnstitute. Price 18.64. 
Portage 3d. extra . 



































648 JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS 20 September 1924 


* Correspondence 


INIGO JONES. 
+46 Great Russell Street, 
London, WO, 
‘20 Agua 1924. 
The Eslitor, JOURNAL R.LB.A,,— 

Dean Sin,—I read with great interest the President's 
courteous, I might almost say kindly, criticism of my 
little monograph on Inigo Jones. He however docs 
not quite do me justice (nor, incidentally, hi 
either) when he implies that I had merely 
traditional view of Jones's authorship of certain works 
without giving consideration to recent criticism dis- 
puting this view. 

On the contrary, besides. some of the original 
drawings, I consulted the works of the greatest autho- 

ity of, what I may perhaps be permitted to call, the 
i-Jones school—wiz., the writing of Mr. Gotch him- 




















Uhave far too great « respect for the deep and sincere 
scholarship of our President, and too great a pleasure 
in the charm of his writing to miss anything from his 
Pits, but fa ess wont Tdo so when the subject was 

ni 


igo Jones. 
‘hat I did not refer to Mr. Gotch’s views in my 
essay was due to the fact that it appeared to me to be 
almost verging on impertinence for a mere member of 
the rank and file to drag in his President's name for the 
purpose of disagreeing with him. 

Tadmit at once that I have not fraction of Mr, 
Gotch’s learning or knowledge of the original docu- 
‘ments, but I did to the best of my ability endeavour to 
arrive at a fair and impartial conclusion, I hesitate 
even now to put forward my own views,and only do so 
because Mr. Gotch’s article seems to call for some 
reply from me, however inadequate. 

After having read through the whole of Mr. Gotch’s 
articles dealing with Webb and Inigo Jones, not once 
but many times, I regretfully came to the conclusion 
that his case, though extremely well put and almost 
overweighted by the detail of his evidence, was, for 
me, as the Scotch would say "' not proven.” 

Before dealing with the three buildings Mr. Gotch 
enumerates as not being the work of Jones, 
like for a short space to give a little consideration as to 
his evidence as a whole, First, as to the characters and 
relationship of the two men, E 

‘We know that Inigo Jones was a man of dominating 
personality and, judging from his drawings and what 
we are told of his life and character,a man of swift and 
imperious decisions, not at all the type of man one 
‘would imagine who would be content to make laborious 
detailed drawings if he could possibly get anyone else 
to dothem for him, 











We also know that Webb acted as his assistant for 
many years and had what appears to he almost a Mind 
adoration for the genius of his master—just, in fact, the 
type of man who would be quite content to go on mak- 
ing laborious drawings from, say, a few inspired sketches 
‘or even slighter indications. 

But surely allowing for even the most self-sacrificing 
modesty on Webbs part, one can scarcely imagine a 
todssty so great that he did not lay claim to the au- 
thorship of the King Charles Block at Greenwich in so 
emphatic a manner as to have established a tradition as, 
its architect as strong or even stronger than that of 
Inigo Jones. Is it not probable that after building the 
Queen's house there must have been much talk between 
Jones and his assistant of the possible future develop- 
ment of the Greenwich site, and would it not be still 
more possible that Jones, in'a few brief and fiery lines, 
‘would lay down hisideas of suchdevelopment—possibly 
destroying the paper immediately he had finished his 
drawing ? 

This is, of course, pure assumption, but to upset an 
established tradition the evidence should not only be 
convincing but overwhelming, and in examining such 
evidence one may, perhaps, in the process be permitted 
to assume some alternative possibilities. 

Mr. Bernard Shaw has recently given us a retrial of 
Joan of Arc, and interesting and impressive though it is 
‘one can hardly accept it as more than a slight modifica- 
tion of the traditional verdict of history. 

‘Throughout his writings I feel that Mr. Gotch relies 
almost too confidingly on the evidence of drawings, 
and surely of all unreliable evidence of authorship of 
design, an architect's drawing is the worst! Indeed, 
Mr. Gotch himself says that the true history of Green- 
Wich has to be written, so can he blame "us others " 
so very much if in the meantime we suspend judg- 
ment ? 

‘To pass on to the design for Whitehall, I know that 
the Banqueting Hall was built as a complete entity in 
place of a similar building destroyed by fre; but iit 

ryond the realms of possibility that Jones considered 
his building in relation to a future possible extension ? 
Eyen some modern architects are known to have done 
this in working our their schemes ! 

1am with Mr. Gotch to this extent as to the White- 
hall designs that I am quite prepared to admit that the 
slevations of the future palace might be the work of 
Webb, but I cannot believe that any brain but that of 
Inigo’s could have laid down the main lines of that 
amazing and courageous plan. 

Now to come to Coleshill, and here I need but linger 
@ moment. Mr, Gotch has himself supplied me wi 
ne scents he a ee Jones was consulted during 

operations.”" I will not spoil i ition of 2 
potieeng spoil it by the addition of 




















20 September 1924 


In conclusion, I'may say I think that Mr. Gotch 
has perhaps a ground of complaint against me in so 
far as, having admitted that his evidence is strong, but 
in my opinion, conclusive, { might perhaps in 
ess to him have given some indication of my 
suspended judgment ”’in the monograph. 

But it must be remembered that I was writing chiefly 
for the interested layman and not for the instructed 
architect, and that to have made any reference however 
oblique would have necessitated long setting out 
of the arguments for and against which would have 
seriously entrenched on my short allowance of some 
5,000 words, I decided, though possibly mistakenly, 
io take,as Mr. Gotch has it, the traditional view, safe 
in the assumption that, whatever was the respective 
share of these two architects in the design of the various 
buildings under dispute, without Inigo Jones there 
would have been no John Webb ! 

Yours faithfully, 
Stance C, Rawsey (FJ. 


‘The President snakes the following comment on 
Mr. Ramsey's letter : 
47 September 1924. 


Mr. Ramsey's courteous letter disposes of the idea 
that he had accepted the traditional position of Inigo 
Jones without enquiry. ‘Tradition, of course, dies 
hard, but, being merely hearsay evidence, it must 
eventually succumb to direct evidence if the latter 
is sound, That is the whole point—is it sound? 
T think it is, and in any case it is there for anyone to 
see and then draw his own conclusions ; but the con- 
clusions must be based on a complete survey, ‘The 
matter is not one of balineing probabilities, but of 
getting at facts, and if anybody can produce evidence 
Qs distinguished from tradition or conjecture) that 
Jones had any direct connection with the design of the 
Whitehall Palace, or King Charles's Block at Green- 
wich, it will be of the greatest interest, and will 
necessarily modify the opinions I have so far formed 
after prolonged investigat 

‘May I'add that since writing to the Journat. I have 
received a paper on the History of Greenwich Palace 
by Mr. AL D. Sharp, founded on a wide research 
among original documents, and that the author came 
independently and from an entirely different point 
of view to the conclusion that Jones had nothing to do 
with King Charles's Block. Not only so, but he 
makes it clear that much of the later work at Greenwich 
has been inaccurately ascribed. 

J. Ateren Gore. 


HOUSING FEES. 
243 Bedford Rene, London, W011 Sept 1924. 
The Editor, Jounxat. R.I.B.A., 
‘Si,—A local authority appointed several indepen- 
dent architects (not asa panel) under separate retainers 
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all duly sealed and incorporating General Housing 

Memorandum No. 4 in respect of a like number of 
different eatates within its sdininistrative’ares. 

should be glad to hear from any architect who, hav- 

ing been appointed. under similar conditions, in due 

course received payment of his fees at the rates and 

‘on the basis of an independent housing scheme, and 

not on the assumption that the estate for which he had 

been retained was a part only of some other scheme 

‘Yours faithfully, 
J. Dovotss Scorr. 
Hon, Sec., Practice’ Standing Committee, 


WORKMEN IN THE BUILDING TRADE, 


23, Throgmorton Street, B.C. 
17 Sepiember 1924. 
To the Editor, JouRNAL R.LB.A.— 

Dear Six,—Would it not be possible for the Council 
of the R.LB.A. to take some action in this matter, 
by appointing a Committee, or otherwise? We 
have thousands of unemployed, abundance of work, 
and a serious shortage of skilled workmen, Partly 
trained men abound, but cannot be employed. 

‘The result of the recent strike is that wages have 
been standardised, but men are unobtainable. With 
large housing schemes in view, the situation must get 
worse, and not better, 

Surely architects, who know the facts, might help 
the country out of this distressful situation—Yours 
faithfully, 











R. Lanatox Cote [F.]. 

* ‘The Council have already taken action in this 
matter, A strong Committee has been at work on 
the subject for some months, and it is hoped that it 
will be in a position to lay its views before the Mi 
of Health at an early date.—Secretary, R.LB.A. 


ARCHITECTS' BENEVOLENT SOCIETY'S 
INSURANCE SCHEME. 
20 September 1934. 
To the Editor, Joursat. R.LB.A..— 

Dea Stn,—May T trespass on your columns for a 
little space in which to call the attention of your readers 
to very simple way in which they can help the Archi- 
tects’ Benevolent Society. 

fin the next insurance they effect—be it on their life, 
their house, its contents, or any other thing that is 
theirs—they will ask their insurance company to put 
it through the agency of the Architects’ Benevolent 
Society, the commission will be given to the society 
as a subscription in their name. 

Architects are not usually agents for insurance eom- 
panies, and therefore these agency commissions, which 
in the aggregate must amount to a very large sum per 
annum, are dissipated as far as the profession is con- 
cerned. ‘The aim of the Benevolent Society is to 
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collect them and expend them for the good of the 
POT ove of ike 

is is one of those simple proposals which, like 
“ Daylight Saving,” are so Dota that one wonders 
why no one thought of it before. The medical pro- 
fession thought of this one some years ago, and are 
now, I understand, making a large income for medical 
charities out of it. 

We architects can now do the same without even 
trouble for ourselves, and with great benefit to our 
Benevolent Society.—I am, yours faithfully, 

Mavice E, Wees [F.]. 
Chairman, A.B.S, Insurance Sub-Committee. 


Allied Societies 


‘THE SOUTH WALES INSTITUTE OF ARCHI- 
‘TECTS AND THE CARDIFF CITY COUNCIL. 
ENGAGEMENT oF Ancirrecrs ron CORPORATION 
Burepixos. 

On 31 July Mr. T. Alwyn Lloyd [F.], as Chairman of 
the Cardiff Branch of the South Wales Institute of 
Architects, introduced to the Cardiff City Council a 

n consisting of Messrs. Ivor P. Jones, A.R.LB.A. 
(Hon, Secretary S.W.IA), Harry Teather, F-RAB.A. 
(Hon, ‘Treasurer S.W.ILA.), C.F. Jones, ARLBA, 
C,H. Kempthorne, J. Williamson, A.RLBA,, and 
J.B. Wride. 

In introducing the deputation Mr. Alwyn Lloyd made 
the following statement 

Members of the Council may recollect that on several 
Previous occasions our Institute has made requests that 
the design of buildings under the control of the Council 

it tees, apart of course from buildings 
connected purely with engineering works, should be en- 
trusted to architects, We communicated with the Council 
regarding the desirability of instituting a public competi- 
tion among architects for elementary and secondary 
schools; and for the extension of the fire station, we 
suggested that the London architect who designed the 
‘ginal building should be retained for the new building. 

‘name these in case it might be thought that our present 
attitude is only of recent origin and confined to the 
Cathays Secondary School, which was the particular 
ceasion for this deputation. 

_ I should like to state at the outset that we much appre 
ciate the. courtesy of the City Council in comenting to 
receive this deputation and in affording us an ity 
of stating our cae: In doing 4, may 1 say ‘het we are 
ot approaching this matter in any spirit of opposition to 
Me. Peinon Frank, the city eoginecr, aod suhing tat 
will be aaid is intended to have a personal bearing. We 
warmly srelcome his recent appointment, as we recognise 
in him one of the most accomplished and capable muni- 
ipal engineers and surveyors in the country. It is not 
at all for personal reasons, but rather for reasons of general 
Policy, that we are here to-day. 

‘As representing an honourable profession with long 
traditions of public service, we feel that it is our duty, not 
merely as members of that profession, but as citizens and 
































ratepayers of this great city, to present our views to your 
‘Council on these matters. "We are only perhaps uttering 
# truism when we claim that all buildings, even the 


of official type-designs or of plans previously prepared 
under conditions dlifering widely from those now pre~ 

In Cardiff we are naturally proud of the high standard 
of civie design and of forethought which are so. well 
‘evidenced by the noble buildings of Cathays Park, erected 
under the direction of your Council. I venture to say 
that it is these buildings, and similar buildings el 
in the city, more than anything else, which have served 
in recent years to demonstrate the civic spirit and the 
national and commercial importance of Cardiff. 
buildings, justly famed and of universal it is 
interesting to note, are all the result of public competition 
among architects, 

‘As regards the new schools which the Council hes 
decided to build, it seems to us just as importent that 
they should be designed and their erection supervised by 
architects. We trust that this Council does not share the 
idea prevailing in some circles that schools are: 
‘buildings the planning of which can be safel 
Government regulation and to what one mi 
* routine ” attention, in the course of many other diities 
in a public office. 

School design is a highly specialised wubject in. which 
‘great advances have recently been made, such advances 
being almost entirely the result of the efforts of architects 
‘engaged in the erection of schools in various parts of the 
‘country. Architects, by the nature of their training and 
professional experience, have devoted many years to 
close study of public and private buildings are 
constantly engaged in the solution of intricate problem: 
having to give these their personal attention and bringing 
their specialised knowledge to bear on them. In a public 
office, where the chief is already heavily burdened vith 
‘other professional and official duties, much of the design 
ing work has of necessity to be left to assistants. However 
well qualified these assistants may be technically, they 
have not the experience or the prestige of a principal, 
Assistants in an office change from time fo time, whereas 
‘when an architect sn control and in constant toch i 
all the of the work there is personality and con 
ity which invariably result in attractive, well:designed 
buildings. 3 

May I remind members of the Council that there is in 
Cardiffa School of Architecture at the Technical College, 
now widely recognised as one of the best of its kind, which 
is under the control of this Council. In the interests of 
the students who are being trained there as well aa in those 
of present practising architects, we feel that the C 
poration would be well advised to provide oppc ies 
5 they occur for municipal buildings to be designed and 
‘carried out by architects. 

‘At the conclusion of the interview the deputation Wa 
informed that their representations would receive 
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NEW METHODS OF HOUSE BUILDING, 

Commirree or Inquiry. 

Before Parliament adjourned the Government accepted 
& motion in the House of Lords for an inquiry into the 
Various alternative methods of house building, and the 
Minister of Health has accordingly set up a committee 
‘with the following terms of reference :— 

‘To inquire and report as to new materials or methods 
of construction which are, or may be, available for the 
‘building of houses for the’ working classes, and to make 
recommendations as to the organisation’ required for 
securing the adoption and use of approved new materials 
‘or methods by local authorities and other bodies or 
persons providing such houses, 

The committee will be constituted as follows: 
Sir Emest W. Moir, B E, (chairman) ; 
Sir Frank Baines, C.B.E, sir Charles ‘T. 
Ruthen, O.BE,, "FRI 
V.P.RIB.A., PSL; Mr. John A. M.lnst.C.E, j 
= R. Coppock; Mr. E.R, Forber, C.B., C.B.E. ; 
:G. Hicks; Mr. H. J. C. Johnston. 
Cecil B, Levita, CBE, M.V,0., Dil. 5 
Mr, W.H. Nicholls ; Mr. A. G. White ; Mr, C: E,.Whyte ; 
Mr. J. Wilson, F.R.LBA, 

‘The sectetary of the committee will be Mr. T. H, 
Sheepshanks, of the Mii ‘of Health, White 
S.W.t, to whomall communications should be addresses 

Si¢ Emnest Moir is a partner with Lord Cowdray 
8. Pearson und Son, Lid., the contractors for public 
Works, 









































Obituary - 


MRS, J. ALFRED GOTCH. 
Jt was with great regret that members of the Institute 
read the announcement in The Times of 23 August of the 
death of Mrs, Gotch, the wife of the President of the 
Tnotitute, after a long illness. 


FE. L, HARRIS [4]. 
Mr. Harris, who died on the 5 July, was born on the 
5. May 1864, He was educated at the Merchant Venturers 
College, Bristol, and the Bristol School of Art, serving hi 
anicles with Mr. W. H. Cowl tol. “Me, Harris 
‘commenced in practice on his own account in 1889 at 
Chelmsford, and was selected, after a competition, to carry 
ut the Education Offices at Oldham, In 1897 he was ap~ 
inted as architect to the Co-operative Wholesale Society, 
., at their headquarters in Manchester, a post which 
he held, controlling a large staff, up to the time of his 
death, He was probably the first English architect to adopt 
Teinforced concrete construction on an extensive scale, 
Amongat his many works are the central. premises, bank, 
#tc,, of the Co-operative Wholesale Society, Ltd., Man- 
chester | extensions of branch premises of the Society 
in + drapery warehouses at Manchester, London 
and Newcastle ; flour mills at Manchester, London, 
Avonmouth and Newcastle; depots at Cardiff and 
Bristol; also weaving sheds, shoe factories, clothing 
factories and other large manufacturing premises. in 
‘arious towns in the kingdom, as well as the head offices 
of the Co-operative Union, Ltd,, in Manchester, and 
warehouses in Denmark and Spain. 
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ARCHITECTS' BENEVOLENT SOCIETY'S 
INSURANCE SCHEME. 

‘The Council of the Architects’ Benevolent Society, 
having long found the means at their disposal for di 
tribution unequal to the demands made upon them, 
augurated in February, 1933, a scheme of profess 
insurance by which the Architects’ Benevolent Society 
facts as insurance agents, the commission thus obtained 
being added to the funds of the Society in the form of 
donations from the architects who insure, At first the 

and considerable 
profit accrued to the Si 

















ru ty from this branch alone, but 
nuncil have now extended their activities to include 
all other forms of 
guarantee, employer 
against professional 
of insurance by which 








will use when in a position t0 do so, is in the insuring 
of buildings which are in course of erection, his client 
i being credited with the whole ‘umount of 
commission as a subscription to the Architects’ Benevo- 
lent Society. 

‘Most men assure their lives and every man insures his 
worldly possessions : his house, his business, his moror- 
car, All an architect has to do, whatever form of insur~ 
ance he may require, isto apply fo the Archite 
Tent Society. ‘The Society ts not tied in any 
insurance company, Each architect who insures is free 
to choose his own office, but if he has no preference he 
ean leave it to the Society to recommend an office where 
the class of policy he requires will be quickly and advan= 
tageously carried through, 

“The scheme effects unity. If architects insure through 
a central agency which is at the sime time a Society 
whote entire income is expended on the less fortunate 
members of the afchitectural profession, they have the 
‘atisfaction of knowing that the commission which is 
fttached to the transaction, and which is paid to the 
Architects’ Benevolent Society, is returned by the Society 
to the architectural profession in the form of grants and 

insions to those in necessitous circumstances who have 

nena rchitects or architects’ assistants and 
to their widows and children.” This iy un aspect of the 
scheme which, itis felt, has only to be realised to appeal 
to all architects who care for the solidarity of their pro- 
fession, 

Full particulars of the scheme in the form of a booklet 
are being sent out this week to members of the profession. 
‘They can also be obtained on application tothe Secretary, 
A.BS.,9 Conduit Street, London. 


BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION, 
R.LB.A, Startrony Exaatinarion, 

‘The R.L.B.A. Statutory Examinations for the offices 
of District Surveyor under the London Building Acts 
for Building Surveyor under Local Authorities will be 
hheld-at the R.ILB.A., London, on the 22, 23 and 24 
October, 1924. i 

"Applications for admission to the examinations, accom= 

wnied by the fee of £3 38,, must be received at the 

“LLB.A. not later than Saturday, 4 October 1924, 

Full particulars of the exa ns and apy 
forms can be obtained from the Secretary R.ILB.A. 
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Competitions 
RECONSTRUCTION OF THE KONINGINNE 
BRIDGE, ROTTERDAM. 

With reference to the announcement of this competition 
in the last issue of the Jourxat, His Majesty's Consul 
General at Rotterdam has informed the Department of 
‘Overseas Trade that he has received from the Rotterdam 
municipal authorities a series of 72 questions and answers 
amplifying and explaining the technical points which 
arise in connection with the plans. 

As a translation would involve considerable time and 
difficulty His Majesty's Consul-General suggests that 

British firm desiring specific information on the 
subject should communicate with him direct. 

‘THE IMPERIAL LONDON HOTELS, LTD. 
lembers and Licentiates of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects must not take part in the above com- 
petition because the conditions are not in accordance with 
the published Regulations of the Royal Institute for Archi- 
‘tectural Competitions. 

BETHUNE MEMORIAL TO THE MISSING, 

‘The Imperial War Graves Commission desire Members 
and Licentiates of the Royal Institute to be reminded that 
applications to take part in the above ition from 
Persons other than those who had signified their intention 
of competing on or before 1 January 1924 cannot be con- 
sidered. Due notice of this regulation was published in 
the Professional Press on various occasions during Auguat 
and September, 1923. 

MASONIC MEMORIAL COMPETITION, 

Apply to The Grand Secretary, Freemasons’ Hall, 
Great Queen Street, W.C.2. Last diy for applying for 
conditions, 23, August 1924. Deposit, £1 18, Closing 








date for receiving , 1 May 1925. Assessors: 
Sir Edwin Lutyens, . (F.]  (appois by the 
President); Mr. Walter Cave, [F.J, Mr. A. Burnett 





Brown, F.5.1. 
MANCHESTER ART GALLERY, 

Apply to the Town Clerk, ‘Town Hall, Manchester. 
Closing date for receiving designs, 20 January 192s. 
Assessors = Mr, Paul Waterhouse, F'S.A. (FJ, Professor 
©. H. Reilly, O.B.E, [F-], Mr. Percy 8, Worthington, 
Litt.D., FSA. (FJ. 


Members’ Column ~ 


“wx Cone ew te Capsor Attest aie of Architert 
ental New ¥ 4 

erg thr nl as to 0 gn Sate See, Ree, Now 
Voptcenml Se fon F Sibel Seay 

i reteset he veo Tenet, Care 
F ‘ot ere Cambesige te 
iittie siuth of Gye Fitewiliam Museum atd Desde the Ealorering 
Hak sr i Taeuote Pyles ties are pow a3 Seroope 
‘Terrace, (Telephone, “237 Cambridge,” as before) 

ROOMS TO LET. 

Srvoeets—Rootst thet ty arhiterts widow in W.C. dire. 
SN "aot geiable. el sod teeakin Bietnie lt 
fhaitteca, Well eeetmeniod by aeriets ani ethers Rey 
Bae reise eo Secs RENAL) Comme Set, Wa 


CoxDpCPMET OF PACTS 

Mz. Josern Wrisox [4.] has commenced ‘at Cockburn 
adie Wiruled ager sar ine ga ores 
ae 

ee ee as 
‘menced practice at Clock House Chambers, 14 Endwell Road, 
Soaemtaereere eee 

ice re aan a clare 
Pee re 
Fete WE a gee 


required far Sool 
Seige aan er hae be smcate al i ae pe 
an oa i 

find relsenres Goad prospects and an 

ro years =—Apply Mets 

‘Avene, Paignton. 








Fesseee 
foes ae 
ie 

tn designing s, offices, fh I atyie. 

eee ae ce 

ela ieee, bia 
eae 

Associate desires a] tinent in Manchester, experienced tn 





sri, apatite Mach 
et, ee Sa enc 
ly Box 3312, c/o Sreretary R.LB.A,, 9 Condult Street, ened 
a Beate sear Po pg 
Artictes with well-known firm of architect tay 
ae Cea me Men nt eam 
Pear GE a try 
Satu abd experience i Leadon and abroad — 


Sle Secretary HED AS 
Licetrare, 1A. exhibitor, 
Er 








PARTNERSHIP WANTED. 
Sp EE Sm ABA), 20: 2} a ot 
Secee ah canes ye ee 


VOL. XXXI. No. 20 


18 OCTOBER 1924 





‘Tum Govennonser Bunsnesa, Sir John W. Simpron & Maxwell Ayrton, Architects 


The British Empire Exhibition Buildings 


BY HUBERT C, CORLETTE [F)]. 


© much has been written already about Wembley 

‘and its architecture that I hesitate to add more by 

Jaceepting an invitation to provide some notes 
on the same subject. But it seems evident that the 
Exhibition buildings are creating impressions, causing 
thought, andacting as an educational influence. They 
have set a precedent of a kind that can be provided 
by the British Empire perhaps more easily than 
by another nation or national group, and for this 
reason, the reach of the Empire is world-wide, | It 
is in contact with every kind of climate. 
ng its exhibitors representatives of so many 
different races, And all of them have some custom 
or tradition of building in which they have made, 
or are making, their own local history. We may 
say that the Exhibition, in the way its buildings 
have been designed, is an object-lesson in our attitude 
towards the political or religious traditions of the 
various peoples not of European origin who compose 
the Empire, ‘The Englishman has not yet become a 
confirmed egotist, He tolerates, almost to excess at 
times, the convictions and hopes of others, even 


x 








though they may aim at his own destruction. Yet 
this attitude has its advantages. And in the Exhibition 
some of these are seen in his generous sympathy and 
liking for various phases of endeavour in architecture 
notsolely of his own invention. Some may ask, how 
do. we trace this in the Exhibition buildings 2 It is 
obvious to all architects, It is becoming evident to 
some of the general public; for they are being 
educated in architecture, quite rapidly in recent 
years compared with the rate of theit advance not 
very Tong ago, 

Twent to Wembley recently to look at the buildings, 
avoiding the indoor exhibits and trying to discover 
what impression they made on me and might be 
making on others. A passer-by, one who was clearly 
of those who are called the general sp supplied 
me. with a hint, Tt was just an ordinary remark in 
reply to some question or observation which 1 did 
ot hear, But the response I did hear was, “ Well, 
you see, all these buildings are built in the style of 
Architecture of the different places.” I heard no 
more, Standing as I was then between Canada and 
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Burma, L looked round and saw the rea 
remark. India, Burmah, West and East Africa 
at the end of a long approach, the Duteh tradit 
the South Africa building—each of these supplied 2 
reason, And they are fine examples, all of them, of 
good reasons for what had been said. ‘They each 
haye the form and much of the texture and some of 
the colour that make them belong to those “ different 
places.” And though they are not permanent 
buildings, built in the durable, or partially dirable, 





materials of those places, they are so well representa 
tive of a definite character in building that, without 
costly journey round the world, they provide much 
for an architect to think about as well as the public 
in general 

If we choose to study roofs, walls, windows, doors 
id entrances, buildings of a large or small scale, 
and the relation of their parts to the whole, there is 
plenty that is well worth observing. We’ can see 
much that is interesting in the way various buildings 
of different design, scale, and colour, are grouped in 
the general plan or lay-out of the Exhibition site. 
It is really like « scheme of town 























planning 


hm PALACE ov Ants. Sir John W, Simpson & Maswsell Ayrion, Architects 


well thought out generally and carefully devised in 
detail, There are large avenues and long views, with 
generous gardens and prospects across the water of 
a lake, planned on a scale which responds to the 
bigness of thought in the scheme, And there 
are smaller gardens which show how much, or how 
little, can or may be done with modest plots of ground 
so at to make the most of the surroundings of a small 
house or a cottage, It is only too evident that some 
parts of the larger architectural conception of the 











general site planning of the total area of the Exhibition 
grounds haye been interfered with by afterthought 
for excrescences, that have been dropped. hap- 
hazard from anywhere into the pre-arranged scheme, 
But these are not, and were not, a part of the thinking 
that produced the main plan, " They seem, most of 
them, to be the product of advertising and commercial 
adventurers forcing themselves into unwanted notice 
with the rather ‘rude effrontery by which a 
certain kind of notorious success is achieved, ‘Too 
many are still satisfied to make a communi 
in a search for their trading profits, It 
that the Exhibition itself is an Imperial adver- 
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tisement. Let it be so. But it is possible to walk 
round this vast and wise adventure and see how 
advertising can be legitimately pursued with a fine 
sense of decency, a fine art of restraint, and fine 
endeavour. [tis sound lesson in necessary publicity 
co-operating with skilled design. The Palace of 
Industry particularly shows what satisfactory results 
can be achieved indoors by using the ability of trained 
minds to provide a decent setting for the manufactured 
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than the use of them in building? In this way we 
see the relationship between the raw materials of 
architecture, the craft ability in detail of the various 
artificers employed, and the co-ordinating technical 
skill of the builder providing and assembling these 
materials where and when they are required at each 
stage of progress, And we can see, if we will, the 
advantages of control by design in the directing 
supervision of trained architectural capacities, 





Ista : Counrvan, 


industrial 





products of nterprise. Manufacturers 
and architects, painters and modellers, together 
with the various craftsmen whose capacities must 
always be exercised where the arts are used, have 
worked well together with one end in view under the 
ral scheme in this building. 

When we turn to look at the architectural values 
of some of the buildings, externally, what better 
advertisement could there be for the producers of the 
materials required in the great building industry 





Designed by White Allom & Co. 





There are buildings with no roofs 
these we can see the value of parapets or balustrades 
of various kinds, or study the use of different methods 
for finishing the top of a wall, Some rely upon 
simple,almost unbroken, straight line ax «termination 
for the walls, Others, as in the West and Fast 
Africa and India buildings, vary this line by other 
methods. In those with the roofs showing we can 
consider the effect of a visible roof-covering as cot 
pared with that where no roof is seen, And it is 
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well to note the pitch or slope used with the different 
materials suitable for it, Ceylon, Hong Kong, 
London Bridge, the West Indies, South Africa and 
other buildings show the value of roofs of various 
materials and the colour and texture given by slates 
or tiles of different shapes. Even shingles are to be 
seen, on a little building near the West Indies, as 
representing an industry carried on in British Guiana, 
the building for the West Indies and Atlantic group 
is a practical exposition of the value of using simple 
common-sense external form and converting the 
structural of practical need of plan and roofing into 
terms of architectural expression, If built in the 
‘Tropics there would, no doubt, have been more 























end by remaining the same, And there are no more 
of them than the need of the building demands, ‘The 
roofs are a low tropical slope, for they would have no 
snow to cast off by the aid of a quick pitch, And so 
they run out to their natural termination in-a pediment 
shape, For the pediment is only the southern, or 
tropical, form of the northern gable equivalent, Under 
such conditions the pediment is a legitimate architec 
tural expedient, Without similar conditions it becomes 
a plagiarism, And when it is applied in petty pro- 
Fadioe thi ehe:wwecticel uetaces oR wiwalte ‘speaks of 
little more than a decorator's impotence, 

‘The Canadian building is something of an Italian 
translation through France into Quebec or Montreal. 








CANADA ros tH LAKH. 





recessing, 
masses of its 
making galleries, loggi 
any suitable provision for reducing the physical strain 
of climatic conditions, Itis.a very suggestive buildin, 

It shows how much—and it is # great deal—can be 
done to make plain building produce good architectural 
qualities, ‘The walls are not worried with any foolish 
moulded excrescences, the doors and windows are 
used as they should be to create interest where thete 
necessary “features” occur. But. they are not 
* features," mere concoctions of a designer. ‘They 
are the useful elements well seized upon and converted 
into telling opportunities upon which skill is made to 
play, ‘They begin as windows and doors and they 





ore depth, in breaking up the larger 
ns to ereate cool shadows by 
or stoeps, and 





























4.0. Tareate Architect 


It has its own character, even if the details are rather 
‘small in seale, particularly for such a cl 
quality of atmosphere, light and sunshine as England 
provides. In this block we can see repeated some of 
the peculiarities of what is called the Renaissance in 
the use of Italian reminiscences. ‘The Roman form 
of a Greek structural member is introduced. But it 
appears, as it so often does in revived " Latinisms, 











a8 a piece of applied decoration and not always with 
a functional purpose. Both Australia a1 a New 
Zealand avoid the mere decorative use of functional 





members. And in these again the detail, thouglt 
perhaps sufficiently strong for a southern light, with 
clearly defined shadows, could perhaps with advantage 
be increased in scale, All three of these buildings are, 
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however, quite interesting in the simplicity of their 
form, their easy general shapes and quiet sky line. 
"They provide a useful contrast to India and Burmah, 
where we see something of a revel in the play of varied 
intricacies of detail against the sky and much more 
‘of general form in the masses 
of the building itself, But we need not decry this 
play with form, For it is but a means by which some 
difference of character is allowed to show itself in a 
huilding tradition. It is something of a relief to sce 
this desire for variety when a dull, heavy, and sometimes 














plan and along the unbroken simple ridge lines of 
the roof. ‘The coupled columns are not solely decora- 
tive additions to structural form. ‘They are part of 
the actual building, necessary elements in its con- 
struction, And being thus rational and functional, 
serving a purpose, as well as a sense of design, they 
satisfy the mind and please the eye, The principle of 














general unity is well maintained in. conjuncticn with 
those of symmetry, repetition and contrast. ‘This 
idea of unity is also carried on in the two shaped gable 


ends of the wing projections, They balance one 





Nawyounntano. Sir John W. Simpson & Maxell Ayrton, Architects 


stern idea of form is gradually suppressing every 
fittle fresh gaiety, or decorative surprise, that might 
find an outlet if the technical skill of good craftsmen 
could be more encouraged. 

"The South Africa building is a really fine instance of 
what the old Dutch Colonial tradition can be made 
to do by capable handling for modern purposes, 
It shows what effects can be produced by an easily 
stated large general form and little or no detail. 
"The broad restful surfaces, a wide and deeply recessed 
stoep, or verandah, the central and two wing pro- 
jections, provide in combination a full volume of 
Shadow, a valuable control of modelled shapés on 








another, stop the long ridge and eaves lines, and keep 
the whole length of the extended front within a well 
defined boundary. By each of them echoing both 
themain outline as well as the detail of the other, theit 
relationship to the rest of the facade is clearly emphi= 
sised. This building is admirable for the feeling of 
scale, proportion and reticent dignity it possesses, and 
for the absence of all undesirable detail. A simple 
general form is combined with long unbroken lines 
in a frontage of considerable length compared with 
the height to the eaves and the ridge, ‘The architec 
tural use of a wide expanse of broadly treated, unbroken 
roof surfaces is evident. The red pantiles that 
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cover these surfaces provide a play of colour and 
texture, derived from the material, which is a contrast 
to the white plaster of the walls and the deep grey 
shadows that fall on these where they form the back 
of the long verandah. A slight projection only marks 
the centre of the main front. And there are the 
two stronger projections at the outer end of each 
wing, by which all the long running lines of the front 
are collected, arrested and given a changed direction 
till they stop against the gabled ends of either wing 
towards the front. The long range of doubled columns 
gives an example of a true organic use of supporting 
posts, ‘The same things always look wrong when they 
Serve no static purpose, Here they do some work, For 
they support the roof, where it rests on the caves 
beam abave the capitals, and they are also part of the 
essential planning of the building, since, by their 
use, they make the recess and shadowed verandah a 
studied factor in the whole design,” ‘The central 
projection is lifted higher than those of the wings. 
Its importance as a focus position is otherwise empha- 
sised by a difference in the form and design of its gable 
end, by a larger doorway, in which some additional 
moulded detail is used as a foil to plain surfaces. 
And high up in this gable a niche is recessed to carry 
a small well-modelled figure. This is a singularly 
valuable addition, Its value is both architectural and 
decorative. For by the elimination of all competing 
detail it is readable as a definite clement of character 
in the design; and, being so readable, it serves an 
architectural purpose hy suggesting a note of com- 
parison and adding a human touch of sense and 
scale to the whole composition. 

Itis interesting to see how the buildings of an early 
Colonial tradition can be ‘a useful influence in the 
design of modern buildings. ‘This  traditio 
valuable wherever we find it; for, whether it is 
Dutch, French, or English in origin, it always seems 
to express something of that freedom in outlook that 
the early settlers overseas took with them from a 
condition in Europe which, at the time they left home, 
was not always what they’ desired or could approve. 
‘The architectural story of the Empire does still, 
in many ways, indicate that desire for freedom 
in the exercise of craft traditions quite as much as 
in political and social growth. ‘There was, and is 
still, a British Colonial tradition within the areas 
occupied by the carly settlers in what is now the 
United States. And more of it can be traced in 
Canada, Australia, the Bermudas and the West Indian 
Islands. 

If we now turn to look at the East and the West 
Africa buildings, we find much that is interesting. 
Some points already suggested for consideration will 
apply to these. There seems to be in them an 
evidence of the same desire to use the top edges 
























of the walls to create an architectural quality in the 
completing of a building necessity. ‘The Greeks and 
Romans finished a vertical wall with a cornice or 
some form of overhanging caves. ‘The later Italians 
used the balustrade ; the Gothic men a parapet, soli 
jerced, of, as it has been called, battlemented, 
Fndia and ail the East, as well as Africa, made much 
use of the top edges of walls for the exercise of 
ingenuity in which a decorative craft skill could be 

















East Arnica 
Sir John W. Simpion & Masxcell Ayrto 


applied. And all the beautiful varieties that we know 
have developed out of a desire to use a practical, 
culminating part of the structure as a position in 
which this skill should be allowed some chance 
to be at work, “These two buildings are at the same 
time a contrast and a parallel. ‘They both provide 
an opportunity for the examination of simple external 
structural unity and a breadth of expression with 
colour, East Africa is a large field of white with some 
detail in cool green. West Africa is the colour of @ 
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red carth with little relief in detail. Both are definitely 
successful from many points of view, whether we look 
for form, skyline, or a difference in wall textures pro- 
duced by the material with which their surfaces are 
pleted. West Africa indicates a still existing 
tribal condition in the simplicity of its elements. 
East Africa, in some of its detail, shows that to some 
definite extent the traditions of earlier civilisations 
have perhaps influenced,and even now control in some 
small measure, the craftsmen of the desert, or along 
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in the use of this comparatively new material for 
modern building purposes. Much that is essentially 
valuable has been already written about the methods 
adopted in constructing these buildings. And 
we are all indebted to the experts concerned for 
giving $0 generously’ to their fellow architects and 
engineers the results of their experiences, In the 
Architectural Review, British Empire Exhibition Num- 
ber, of June this year, all this work is technically 
examined in detail, fully illustrated and well described 























West Arica, Sir John W. Simpson & Maxtcell Ayrton, Architects 


the lake shores and river banks, and among the hills 
and forests of whatis sill the " dark interior " of these 
wild regions of the world. ‘ 
‘There are many other buildings worth examining, 
both generally and in detail. Old London Bridge, 
as it lied, is one of these. But it is obviously 
necessary in a note of this kind to refer—though 
perhaps with too much brevity—to the larger reinforced 
rete structures that are so marked and definite an 
sment carried out by the architects for the 
fon in collaboration with the consulting 
engineer, They indicate a very interesting advance 















critical articles. ‘The illustrations 
given with this present note will show, better than 
words, how successfully concrete and steel can be 
used for building purposes which have been followed 
with a clearly considered architectural end in view. 
‘There is an easy ry that is very impressive in 
all this work. ‘The uses for which the several buildings 
‘were required have obviously been allowed to influence 
their general forms, outline, and plan. Andthe detail 
of them is so: properly related to the peculiarity of 
thod in building made necessary by the materials 
used for their construction. Some might be disposed 





in several abl 
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to criticise the relationship between bulk and function 
in the large piers of the colonnades, knowing that a 
very slender support in a vertical post of steel and co 
crete will carry weights of a surprising tonnage if 
required. But a building, if it is to look, and also be, 
satisfictory and satisfying, should appear as if it can 
do what it must. In other words, a sense of scale and 
proportion is to be preserved as between the structural 
parssof any architectural scheme and the ‘whole 

ding. ‘That sense these piers provide, both by 
their own bulk and the differing shapes and proportions 
of the void spaces between them. To find the necessary 
mean between many extremes is one of the most 
exacting problems in all questions where design must 
operate. Bald and barely efficient structure, aiming 
at nothing but economy, and achieving something 
merely cheap, which is infinitely worse, can never be 
finally. satisfactory. re must come in to 
relieve the situation if civilised life is to be fostered 
or any thought of beauty in building endure,  Mute- 
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rialism, utility and strict economy, alone, breed 
misers in every branch of thought if nothing is to be 
allowed for a little if occasional relief in. something 
that can give pleasure as well as serve a hard business 
purpose. ‘The Stadium could have been built without 
its impressive and towering front towards the great 
central axis of the whole lay-out. It might have 
provided then a saving that would have plested the 
warren soul of a Shylock, But those who, like 
Jessica, prefer that a little pleasure be added to much 
profit, will always agree to afford a few things that can 
add dignity to their visible surroundings. ‘The shape, 
the size, the scale, and the dominating position of the 
Stadium pull the whole Exhibition grounds together ; 
reduce to same extent the little interfering excrescences 
dotted about here and there, and provide a quite 
fitting climax to a great Imperial adventure, an 
experiment and a success, for which the promoters 
deserve our thanks and their expert advisers our 
sincere congratulations. 
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Sir John W. Simpion & Maxscell Ayrton, Architects 
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Thomas Edward Collcutt, Past President, Royal Gold Medallist, R.I.B.A. 


BY JAMES S. GIBS 


On Tuesday,7 October, Thomas Edward Colleuttdied 
at Southampton. Allarchitects whoknew himin lifefelt 
the loss of a great personal friend and one whose in- 
terest in architecture was vital to the end of his long and 
successful career, while the younger generation will 
mourn the passing away of one who was intensely in- 
terested in the education and training of competent 
architects, 
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who was then engaged on the Law Courts and 
who practised Gothic architecture as he knew it 
with something akin to the fervour and fanaticism of 
religion, and that in those days the energy and en- 
thusiasm of the rival schools of Classic versus Gothic 
absorbed the interests of all keen architects in a greater 
measure than at any subsequent period, it is small 
wonder to us, who have never passed through such an 











Ms. Couccorr, mos a Recext Puoroorars 


‘One of the astonishing characteristics of the man was 
that his mind was so sympathetic to the aims and 
ambitions of the youngest school of architects, tem- 
pered by the long years of experience and wisdom 
which these had enabled him to bring to bear on new 
and untried methods of e: and training 

‘When one remembers that he was born on 16 March 
1840, that he was trained in the office of G. E. Street, 











experience, that Collcutt should look upon the battles 
of all styles and schools with a detachment and fairness 
which those strenuous days had impressed on his mind. 

The passing of the years, the ripening of the mind, 
the experience of the futile rivalries of ‘differing phases 
or periods in the history of architecture, as distinct 
from the vitality and worthiness of all architecture 


which expresses any noble sentiment or striving in the 
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mind of the designer, brought to Colleutt that wisdom 
of judgment and sympathy with eirnest effort which 
endeared him to all who knew him, 

Tt is over 30 years since the day I entered Mr. Coll- 
ccutt’s office as an assistant and found myself one of 
band of enthusiastic young men who were helped by 
him—who was still more enthusiastic—and encouraged 
by his sympathy and support, ‘The practical steps he 
took to assist us in those far-off days were wonderful. 
Although we were all busily engaged on the various 
works in the office, he brought an instructor there on 
two or three mornings every week who expounded to 
us construction, particularly the designing of steel for 
buildings, the London Building Act, and such like 
matters, that were vital to the usefulness of our work 
and helpful in our careers. It was an entirely novel 
experience for me to be thus helped during office 
‘working hours, and it shows how practical Collcutt 
‘was in the manner of his assistance to the younger men. 
‘These days were of the happiest nature and were fol- 
lowed by a friendship which lasted rill his death, 

‘At that period we were engaged on the Imperial 
Institute, South Kensington, the Royal English Opera 
House in Shaftesbury Avenue for Mr. D’Oyly Carte, 
which is now known as the Palace Theatre, and the 
City Bank on Ludgate Hill, now the Midland Bank. 1 
think this period may be taken to be the most char- 
acteristic of his work as it comprises the delicacy and 
‘minuteniess of detail and ornament combined with the 
largeness and simplicity of form which are the out- 
stariding features of his designs. a 

His personal touch is to be found in these buildings. 
‘The amount of the work done by him every day in the 
office was extraordinary and must have been a legacy 
from Street, who also insisted on doing practically 
everything himself, Our business was to set up the 
various scale and full-size drawings, but it was his hand 
which altered, improved and finished them, so that the 
huildings as we know them are the expression of his 
mind, “How far his love of colour afid & small unit of 
building material, such as bricks and terra-cotta, 
influenced the character of his designs is difficult to 
determine, but it must have had a considerable bearing 
as he was always the most practical of constructors. 

‘There were no " tricks ” of putting up a skeleton 
‘teel structure and then clothing it with some building 
materials which had no reference to the bones beneath. 
__ Atthe Imperial Institute, the central tower of which 
is some 300 feet high, the walls are built solidly of 
bricks from foundation to top. It is an example of 
honest construction having an architectural treatment 
that wil be mpreseiveand lusting for many generations. 

Bentley at Westminster Cathedral has solved the 
‘same problem with similar success, although in a dif- 
ferent style of design, and hoth these great towers are 
lasting memorials to the genius of two great men, 

Of the variety and extent of his practice itis difficult 
for me to write fully, as the volume of work accom- 
plished must be very large, and [ hope that a compre- 
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hensive list will be published in the Jounwat as a 
record of a life well spent,* 

Of his early works, the Town Hall at Wakefield is 
familiar tome. It is a seveteand restrained building of 
Yorkshire stone, now gone very black in colour, and 
the delicate mouldings, which he was later still further 
to refine, are now less effective than when cut in freshly 
quarried stone, ‘This building has finely placed plain 
seal surfaces and a well designed clock tower, while the 
interior is full of interesting and beautiful detail, 

Among his later buildings, the Savoy Court, that 
part of the Savoy Hotel fronting the Strand, is to me 
most interesting because of the use of a glazed terra- 
cotta which gives a small unit of building and governs 
the type of design. ‘The fitness of this material for the 
London atmosphere is being proved successful, for 
‘while there cannot be the charm of weathering which 
‘comesbyage tostoneor brick thereis in the varied colour 
of the material itself that quality which the designer 
must have had in mind when embarking on the work 
and which by the simplest washing down can always 
be retained. 

‘The adoption of this material is another example of 
Collcutt’s alertness of mind to practical requirements 
and his quality of design is a justification of the experi- 
ment. He has employed mouldings that are just 
sufficiently telling without harbouring dust and dirt 
from the atmosphere, and the enrichments are such as 
can be easilycleaned and made as effective as whennew. 

Lioyd’s Registry of Shipping offices is a Portland 
stone Sung ancl the marcel ‘has influenced the 
design, as the unit employed is larger, the features are 
broader and bolder in projection, while all the detail is 
essential to stone construction. There is a great 
amount of yaried work in the interior of this building 
and, as a rule, the detail and design of the architect's 
intetiors are fascinating. 

Some very attractive domestic work has been de- 
signed by him, one of the earliest houses being that in 
red brick in Bloomsbury Square, where he lived and 
carried on his practice during the first part of his 
career. This house must be well known to many 
students and to others who have entered it in the hope 
of joining his staff. 

fo my view, his domestic work shows « happy mind 
‘engaged in planning a house that shall be comfortable 
ive in, easy to work, pleasant to look at, and with 
fittle accidents of plan and design to interest and 
delight the architect and the owner. As a rule the 
type of design is the outcome of the material employed ; 
there is rarely anything imported for effect or foreign 
to the locality, «tthe house pleases by its natural- 
























ness and its suitability to its environment. 

Covering a field so varied as this in the course of a 
long practice it would be difficult to say, even if it were 
wise, how Collcutt compared with his contemy 


raries, 
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individual and distinguished that it will have a bene- 
ficial effect on the work of those who succeed him, 
especially if the underlying principles of his designs are 
grasped by those who admire its forms and colour. 
However successful his practice may have been, I am 
confident nothing could have given him greater pleasure 
than the knowledge that his work might help those who 
follow him to a measure of still greater artistic achieve- 
ment. 

In 1902 the Royal Gold Medal was presented to him 
at the Institute and on this occasion his friends and 
admirers expressed how greatly they appreciated his 
‘work, which merited that great honour and at the same 
time shewed him too how truly he was loved for his fine 
qualities as a man, 

He was President of the Institute from 1906 to 1908 
and filled that position with dignity and charm. His 
work for the Institute extended over many years and he 
always took a fively interest in the things that really 
mattered to the profession, It will be remembered 
that in 1921 he read a paper on the subject of “A Plea 
for a Broader Conception of Architectural Educstion,”* 
which originated a lively debate and helped to stir the 
minds of architects with regard to the future develop- 
ment of the profession, ‘The fact of his being in a 
small minority never hindered him from expressing 
his views if he was convinced that they would be of 
ultimate benefit to those to whom they were expounded. 

He was singularly simple and direct in the statement 
of his views and when confident that they were right 
and worthy of expression had no fear in submitting 
them to criticism, while his nature was too lovable to 
make him bigoted or unable to see the probability of 
‘other points of view. 

Among the honouirs bestowed upon him that of being 
corresponding member of the Société des Artistes 
Frangais and an honorary member of the Société 
Centrale d’Architecture de Belgique must have given 
him the greatest pleasure as an evidence of the feelings 
with which his fellow artists in these countries so 
worthily regarded him. 

He was awarded a Grand Prix for Architecture at the 
Paris Exhibition of 1899, and he designed a number of 
Exhibition buildings in variouscountries,the principal I 
remember being for the P.and O. Steamship Company, 

Among his works are the fitting up and decorations 
of large passenger steamers and in these he employed 
some of the best decorative artists of our time, giving 
them a wonderful opportunity for the display of their 
talents and bringing all their work into harmonious 
schemes. 

Of leisure moments 1 suppose he had few, but he 
filled up some time by designing furniture, which no 
doubt interested him and certainty pleased those who 
were fortunate enough to 

From this rather discursive note it will be seen how 
extensive and varied was Mr. Collcutt’s career, and 
although his energies were spread over so wide a field, 
each individual piece of work seems to contain within 
itself the concentration of his talents, 
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‘This concentration of effort on the immediate work 
in hand is one of the rarest qualities among des'pners, 
and explains the charm of most of Collcutt’s work, It 
is only by taking a comprehensive view of thescope and 
variety of his life's work that one gets an idea of an 
extriordinary versatility that was combined with con- 
centration, 





By Axprew N, Paesrice [F.]. 


Having had the privilege of knowing Mr. Colleutt 
intimately for over 30 years and having also been a 
member of his office stalf, I venture to add a few lines 
to Mr, Gibson’s appreciation, 

I feel sure that the whole profession will join with 
me in deploring his loss and in according the highest 
tribute to the memory of an architect of such.eminence 
and outstanding ability, 

At a time when architecture in this oath was at 
4 transitional stage—the great Gothic revival haying 
spent its effort, more especially with to secular 
buildings, giving birth in turn to a feeling among our 
architects for a light form of Renaissanco—-Mr, Coll- 
cutt gave a lead and developed a rendering of the 
rmovement ofthe day, characteristic of his own ges 
‘What is noteworthy is, that it was a thoroughly Engl 
rendering of the Renaissance, No one can say 
the Imperial Institute is an adaption of any building in 
France, Italy or Spain, This was his most important 
work, a fine conception, viewed as it is to-day, stand~ 
ing in great dignity, mellowed by the hand of time. 

[tay Mr. Collcutt gave a lead; other buildings 
quickly followed, plainly indicating the influence of 
his early work. I need only mention designs for 
public and municipal buildings carried out by 
architects whose names are familiar to us all, 

Mr. Colleutt for many years after the building of the 
Imperial Institute, carried on a large and varied prac- 
tice, keeping in touch with the thought and require 
ments of the day, and consequently his later work 
developed a more severe form of architecture. Fine 
specimens of his ater style are the facade of Lloyd's 

fegistry of Shipping and the Savoy Hotel. Mr, Coll- 
cutt carried out many hotel buildings, a most delightful 
example being the Reina Christina Hotel at Algeciras 
in the south of Spain. 

He was an upright and staunch friend, and his 
charming personality could not but endear him to 
everyone with whom he came in contact, 














Mr. Collcutt’s funeral service took place at Totteridge 
Church, Hertfordshire, on 11 October. In addition 10 
his relatives and friends present, there were among the 
‘members of the Institute Arthur Keen, Hon, Secretary 
RBA. ; H. P. Burke Downing [F] ; ' Frank Lidman 
(1; Gerald Unaworth [F.] 3 Andsew N. Prent 
Norman Evill [F.]; Stanley Hall 
Roberts [4]; C. H. Norton [FJ 
Secretary RIBA. (1 ting the President 
and Major H. jette (representative in Great 
Britain of the Australian Institute of Architects). 
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REVIEW 669 


The L.C.C. Survey of London 


BY PROFESSOR A. E. RICHARDSON [FJ. 





‘This authoritative work is the first volume dealing 
with any portion of the City of London, and the 
Committee have rightly decided to start the series with 
4 full account of the church of St, Helen, Bishopsgate, 
‘The work will be of unusual interest to architects 
and antiquaries, for not only does it deal with one of the 
oldest Parish Foundations of London, but it brings 
to notice the part played by this opulent Benedictine 
nunnery associated for three centuries with city life. 

‘The letterpress is divided into ten sections and, 
in addition, there is x bibliographical note which, to- 
gether with an index and a hundred and twenty-three 
plates, completes the survey. Mr, Alfred Clapham has 
directed the preparation of the material, and. the 
historical account of the Priory has been contributed 
by Miss Minnie Reddan, 

A survey of this nature falls outside the sphere of 
ordinary bookmaking, Whereas in the past a man of 
the stature of Stow would have spent the major 
portion of his life gathering facts, the work is now 
accomplished with greater accuracy and speed by 
a band of experts fired by a common purpose. It 
is true, on the other hand, that the modern antiquary 
is farther removed from events than the old compilers, 
but he has the advantage of viewing the tapestry of the 

in full and can bring to bear a judgment ripened 
1y acquaintance with buildings and historical records 
which hitherto were not apprehended at anything 
akin to their true value, ; 

‘The volume, like the church it describes, is a 
record of London life from mediseval times to the 
Present, ‘The old London that is so apparent to the 
scholar stands forth for all to scan in engraving, 
sketch, measured draving and photograph. We read 
of the jurisdiction of Ralph de Diveto and other deans 
of St, Paul's, of permits to the  priores "and the nuns, 
and of agreements made between the latter and certain 
London merchants to found charities in return for 
benefits to the church, 

Other pages reveal internal dissensions between 
the nuns, followed by inquiries and 8, and 
later, of ‘the mismanagement of the financial alfairs 
of the house ; and so the account is carried on to the 
time of the Reformation, One has only to peruse the 
detail of payments and outgoings to realise the immense 
amount of research undertaken to make the work 
authentic, . 

Tonon mill Survey of Loin, Volurne 1X 

Gere, maar ye rite eae 

ing Committee representing the Landon County 
Council tnd the London Survey Committee, £2 28. net 




















Chapter Il, deals with the history of the church 
during the post-Reformation period. ‘The vestry 
minutes, we are told, began in 1563, with a serious gap 
between the years 1578-1676, and it is from these 
parish records that most information is gathered 
regarding the fabri 

In Elizabeth's day it is recorded that Sir Thomas 
Gresham promised to build a steeple, but apparently 
this was never carried out, Stow, writing at a later 
date, also. mentions some minor alterations. Apart 
from the mediaval interest, which is varied, architects 
will be mainly concerned with the extensive repairs 
undertaken between the ee 1632-33, when sub- 
scriptions were obtained from the City’ of London 
Corporation and various City Companies, Apparently 
no eredence ean be attached to the logend that Tnlge 
Jones superintended these repairs, Late in the 17th 
Eentury it was decided to consult Sir Christopher 
Wren about repairs, which were completed in 1697. 
Other repairs, it appears, were carried out in 1710, 
1742, 1763, and the unsparing hand of the restorer fell 
heavily’on the interior of the building at various times 
during the roth century, 

One of the most interesting plates is No. 123, 
which shows the extent of the buildings from the rath 
century to the present time, 

When it is lised that any building can hold such 
a wealth of information regarding the lives and ambi- 
tions of those to whom at various periods and under 
different kings London City was. very real, some idea, 
even the vaguest, will be glimpsed of the vast heritage 
that has come down to us through the centuries. 
In such an. atmosphere as the church of St, Helen it 
possible to commune with the old Londoners, to under 
stand something of the civic \imated life 
when the great city was bounded by its ancient circum- 
vallations ; to dwell on the Gre es it all and to come 
away refreshed and determined, What w repository is 
this tangible relic of medinval thought and aspiration ! 
How the first masons must have revelled in their 

metric exercises, and with what delight the statuaries 
fashioned the tomb of Elizabethan citizens—a pleasure 
anded on through the Civil War, the Restoration, 
and the Hanoverian Succession, to be enjoyed by 
lineage of merchants who willed some portion of their 
gains to a similar purpose ! 

No Londoner who has respect for his City can afford 
to be without the full series of the Survey Volumes 
on his shelves, and some debt ill be outstanding: 
to Messrs, Batsford, who bave given their publish- 
ing talent towards the production of this work, 
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Ciment Fondu and Mixtures of Ciment Fondu and Portland Cement 
BY W. NORMAN THOMAS, M.A, DPhil, MSc, ARLBA., A.MInx.CE, 


Introduction, 

"The experiments here described were carried out 
recently at the Engineering Laboratory, Oxford. 

"They may be divided into two groups — 

(3) ‘Those dealing with *Ciment Fondu. 

(2) Those dealing with mixtures of Ciment Fondu and 

Portland Cement. 

In the former class, the experiments undertaken to 

investigate the effect of temperature upon the setting 
ities and upon the strength of neat Cimene Fondu, 

five results which are at variance with various statements 

{hich have appeared recently in the technical Press, 

Tn the latter class, the experiments upon mixtures of 
iment Fondu and’ Portland Cement give rather sur- 
prising results, Tt is found that by mixing the two 
Rements it is possible to modify the times. of setting, 
Srithin very wide limits—for instance, the time of final 
bet may be reduced, if desired, to within six or seven 
minutes, This is, of course, too rapid for most practical 
urpeses the very quick setting miatures ‘would be 
Uisetul only for special purposes where small quantities 
were required at a time, for repair work in difficult or 
‘Wet situttions, for jointing, or as a substitute for lead or 
‘ther materials for fixing posts, railings, etc. 

‘But any intermediate times between this and the normal 
setting time may be obtained, and that without, the 
Soundness being affected or without any very appreciable 
Joss of strength, particularly if the bulk of the mixture 
is of Ciment Fondu, rather than of Portlind Cement. 

‘The mixtures do not show any falling off in strength 
up to three months. 

Tt is realised, of course, that, by other means, the setting 
times of Portland Cement ean be modified, and that other 
uick setting cements can be produced ; ‘but the writer 
is not aware that the information given in the present 
paper has been published before. 

Cimevr Foxp, 


(1) The Influence of the Water Content upon the Tensite 
Strength, 

‘The test briquettes were made in the usual manner 
and tested in an Avery machine, the cement being 
aerated for 24 hours, and well mixed with the water 
before putting into the moulds. ‘The finished blocks 
were covered with a damp cloth and kept in the air for 


®* Ciment Fondu is the ade name for an aluminows 
‘cement prepared by. burning ata very. high temperature 
te ame in ete fre) xe ne a 

ace pet equl proportions. Hs heal compotion 
piNured bythe mmnufscturers 0 beroughly: Alumina, 
{fo per cents, Lime, 40 per ceot.; Silica, 10 per cent.{ 
Gales ot iron, Key, to per cent Tels darker in colour than 
{Portland Cement und ics cost iv higher. Teis mixed nnd used 
tracy a te a Found Cement, Hut i has some remaable 
froperties, as ts shown in the present paper. 

Te sce ua have been first used in 1918, by the French Arex 
whtarit was employed in. the conwtruction of heavy” un 
Cmnplncements requiring to be brought into immediate opert~ 
Toh against retiring enemy 





























‘24 hours, at the end of which time they were immemed 
in water at the laboratory temperature (15° to 16°) and 
kept there until tested. 

‘For most mixes, it was found that the top surfaces of 
the briquettes flaked badly. The briquettes were finished 
‘as usual, by drawing the trowel two or three times over 
the murface to remove surplus material, ‘This. action 
appeared to leave the top layer of a different consistency 
from the remainder of the briquette. Sometimes the 
layer flaked off before immersing in the water—at other 
‘times it adhered to the block until placed into the water, 
when a ‘of bubbles was given off from the 
briquette and the surface dislodged, ‘The surface layer 
‘thus displaced was usually quite a thin sheet, but in one 
tase, with only tg per cent. water, s to 10 per cent, of 
each of the briquettes was lost. 

‘Some briquettes were finished with the fingers and 
not smoothed off with a trowel: these did not flake to 
the same extent, though, there were still signs of flaking 
fwith a fow of them, It'wan found that flaking, could be 
best prevented by covering the briquettes: with a glass plate 
immediately after mixing, and leaving them thus covered 
Until ready to be placed tnto ater on the second day. 

‘A damp cloth placed over the briquettes during the 
first 24 raed Une! ay were ease water | Cipeed 
prevent the flaking, but a strip of ing paper kept 
Bee" gna in contact with the cement during ts ime was 
efficaciou: 

“Phe results of the seven-day tests upon the briquettes 
mixed with various percentages by weight of water, are 
shown in Fig. 1. It will be seen that the maximum 
female strength of about 935 Ibs. per aq. in, was obtained 
with a1 per cent. of water, and this proportion of water 
was therefore adopted for the further tests. 

"To compare the consistency with that ‘recommended 
‘as a standard by the Building Research Board, the cement 
having been well mixed with water for five minutes, 
‘was placed in the brass mould of the Vicat needle 
ipperatus, upon a" flow table,” After the mould was 
removed, the table was repeatedly raised ‘Jin. and dropped 
suddenly thirty times in one minute. ‘This treatment 
cepantar Coe wo few ween and to form a 
pat of 58 in, diameter, ‘andard  conaistency 
recommended by the Building Research Board is suc 
that a 7 in, diameter pat is formed on the flow table. 

"A consistency, curve showing the diameter of the pat 
formed with various percentages by weight of water 
given in Figg. 2. ‘To form a 7 in. diameter pat 23 per ceat. 
of water was required. 

'As already mentioned, the consistency recommended 
hhas not been adopted. in these experiments, but that 
‘consistency which was found to give the maximum tenaile 
furength on the seven-day test. 

(2) The Influence of the Water Content upon the Com- 
pressive Strength. 

‘The compression tests were carried out upon cement 
cylinders of either 1 or 2 square inches sectional ate, 
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as the capacity of the testing machine available was 
limited to 10 tons. ‘The cylinders were kept in air for 
24 hours and then immersed in water until tested. 

‘The results of the tests are shown in Fig. 1. Appar- 
he water content docs not seriously affect the 
compressive strength provided that the mixture is quite 
plastic : there is very little variation in strength with 
mixtures containing from 20 per cent. ro 30 per cent. by. 
‘weight of water, 

‘The compressive strength with ar per cent, of water 
‘was about 3'0 tons per square inch, after seven days, 

(3) The Influence of Temperature upon the Tensile Strength 
‘at various ages, 

‘Three series of experiments were made; one series 
At the laboratory temperature, 15° or 16° C.; one series 
at a low temperature, 0° to 5° C.; and one series at a 
temperature of about 35° C. 

briquettes for the low temperature series were 
mixed with water at about 2° C., and kept slightly above 
the freezing point for 24 hours. They were then im- 
‘meried in water which was usually a few degrees abo. 
ero, but which for n part of the time had a thin film 
of ige formed on its surface. 

‘The cement for the briquettes of the high temperature 
‘series wax mixed on a warmed glass plate with 21 per 
ent. of water at 35- C., put into warmed moulds and 

in an oven at about 35” C. for 24 hours, Duri 
time the briquettes were covered with a damp clo 
until on the second day, they were placed into a bath of 
water at 35° C. ‘The bath was provided with electric 
heater and varied very little in temperature. ‘The 
uettes of this series were of excellent shape, showing 
‘no signs of faking. 

‘The results of these three series of tests are plotted in 
Fig, 3, and they show that an increased strength is 
obtained at the higher temperttures, and a decreased 
Strength at the lower temperatures, 

“The tensile strengths after seven days at the different 
temperatures are given below, * 

Approximate Temperature, 




















Strength after 7 days. 





Deg. C. Ibs. per square inch, 
2 850 
15 935 
35 7 
Some briquettes were tested after 24 hours in air, 
and others after six hours in air and 18 hours in water, 
with the following results :— : 
6 hours in air, 





»prox, 24 hours in air, 7 
Femperature, Ibs. per aquare inch. 18 hours in. water, 


ig. C. Tbs. per square inch, 
6 ies 850 
5 
os 865 


30 
(4) The Influence of Temperature upon the Compressive 
th at various ages. 

Compression tests were carried out upon cement 
A » to correspond with the tensile tests described 
above, and the results are plotted in Fig. 4. As 
before, an increased strength was obtained at the higher 
temperatures, and a decreased strength at the lower 


compressive strengths after seven days at the 
i temperatures were as follows : 


CIMENT FONDU 


O71 


Approximate Temperture, Strength after 7 days, 
Deg. C. ‘Tona per square inch. 
= 245 
45 30 


33 365 
‘The resuits of tests made after twenty-four hours are 
ax folloy 





Approxima 24 Hours in Air, 6 Hours in Air, 
‘Temperature "8 Hoursin Water 
‘Tons per square "Tons 
Deg. C. Taek inch 
2 248 ae 
15 250 via 


35 190 330 
(5) The Influence of Temperature upon the Times of Initia 
rand Pinal Set 

‘The setting times of Ciment Fondu were determined 
with the Vicat needle apparatus xs described in the 
British Standard Specification for Portland Cement, but 
at various temperatures from 3° or 4° C. to” s0° 
C. ‘The amount of water used was 21 per cent, by Weight 
in each case. 

‘The results, which are plotted in Fig. 5, show very 
clearly that the times of sett by low 














‘Temperature. Initial Set Final Ser, 
gC. Hours. Min, Hours, Min, 

4 $30 8 4g 

15 2 35 so 

35 Sess 2 35 


FY Dee eee 

‘These rerults do not agree with views that bave been 
expressed recently respecting the action of frost on Ciment 
Fonda. 

One account.* for instance, states that concrete made 
with Ciment Fondu was considered to have set quicker 
and harder ‘during frosty: weather than. Under ‘normal 
conditions. ‘The present experiments do not uphold 
this view, for though the action of frost upon concrete 
in bulk might be much less marked than upon small neat 
cement samples, yet the action is unlikely to be reversed, 
and the present experiments show both a retardation of 
the setting times and a lowering of the strength, 
Mrerunis or Crtent Fosbu Axo Portia CewanT, 

(1), Setting Timer of Various Mien 

For the Portland Cement used in these test 
tory temperature the time of initial st was hours 30 
minutes, and that of final sct was 5 hours 40 minutes. 

For the neat Ciment Fondu, the time of initial set was 
4 hours 40 minutes, and that of final set was nearly 
6 hours. 

For mixtures of these two cements, the curves in Fig. 6 
show that the setting times were hastened in an extra- 
ordinary manner... ‘Thus it will be seen that 
(i) ‘The final setting time of Ciment Fondu was reduced 

from nearly 6 hours to less than rs minutes by the 
‘addition of sbout 20 per cent. of Portland Cement, 
the time of initial act being rediced from > hours 
aa raining to stout 7 anil 

 Jourmal of the Inatittion of Municipal and County Baal 
asc ain ebroary tostype 758. Vie lea" The het 
of Frost on Ciment Fondu," Engineering, 28th March 1924, 
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(2) The times of setting could be reduced to any inter- 
mediate values by modifying the percentage of Port- 
Tand Cement as within these limits ( to 20 per cent, 
‘of Portlind Cement) the reduction in the setting 
times was approximately proportional to the amount 
of Portland Cement. 

(3) The effect of adding a small percentage of Ciment 
Fondu to the Portland Cement was even more marked 
thus with the particular cements experimented upon, 
the final setting time was reduced from s hours 49 

1s to 2 hours by the addition of only 3} per cent. 

Of iment Fondu to the Portland Cement. 

For mixtures containing more than 20 per cent. and 

Jess than 80 per cent. of either Portland Cement or 

iment Fondu, the initial and the final setting times 

were both below 15 minutes, and for about equal 

‘quantities of the two cements, the setting times were 

Practically aimultancous at 6} minutes. For there 

fapid setting cements it was not practicable to mix 

for a full five minutes the usual quantity and place it 

in the Vieat mould before setting had commences, 

‘Phe time of mixing was, therefore, ent down to two 

minutes, and use was made of a smaller mould of the 

ime depth as the standard apparatus with a smaller 
‘quuntity of cement, 

‘The results were very consistent as will be seen 
from the experimental pointa that are plotted in 
Fig. 6, 

(a) Tensile Strengths of Various Mixtures. 

Briquettes made in the uausl manner with 21 or 22 per 
ent, of water were kept one day in nit, and the remainder 
fof the time until ested, in water, 

For the quick-setting mixtures only sufficient material 
for one briquette was mixed at one time, 

"The briquettes were tested at different ages, and the 
results are plotted in Figs, 7 and 8. 

The curves show the tensile strength of neat Ciment 
Fondu, of neat Portland Cement, and of various mixtures 
of the two cements after various intervals of time, 

‘The following facts may be deduced — 

(a) ‘The strength of the Ciment Fondu developed very 
rapiclly et, 

‘After 1 day the tensile strength was s60 Ib. pers in, 
130 
935 








a) 























ee has ” » 
a ee ” pile EXCL on 
Partland Cement docs not usually develop its strength 
so quickly, though with this particular sumple, the 
figures obtained were : 








‘After £ day the tensile strength was aso Ib. per sq. in 
weird ha * 630 
8 





fe, BB chan io there OO 

(2) The addition of a small percentage of Ciment Fondu 
10 the Portland Cement lowers its strength very con- 
‘siderably—as will be seen from the following figures = 
yoo per cent. 10 per cent, Ciment Fondu, 


Portland 90 per cent, Portland, 
‘Cement ‘Cement, 
3 days 630 350 
Tw» foo 60 
8 i, 920 720 
gmonths 9235, 830 


(3) The addition of a small percentage of Portland 
Cement to Ciment Fondu, on the other hand, does 





not $0 seriously affect the strength as will be seen from 
the following figures taken from the curves. 


yoo per cent. 10 per cent, Portland Cement, 
‘Ciment Fondu. 99 per cent. Ciment Fondu, 
day 360 60 
adeye By0 iro 
a 935 990 
28, 1,010 65 
3months 1,035 


(4) In each case the strength of the mixture continues 10 
ineFease with age, though the rate of increase for 
the so per cent, mixture is very little from the 7 days 
to the 28 days. 

Fig. 0 shows the manner in which the strength of the 
so per cent, mixture increases during the first 24 hours 
in air, ‘The strength was approximately the same after 
34 hours when the briquettes had been kept in water 
either for the whole o for a part of this time, 

(3) Compression Strengths of Various Mixtures, 

In Figs. 10 and 11 are shown the results of compression 
tests made upon neat Ciment Fondu, neat Portland 
Cement, and various mixtures of the two cements after 
various times. 

"The curves have the same general shapes as thove for 
the tensile strength, as may be seen most clearly by con= 
paring Figs, 7.and to. 

"The effect of adding a small percentage of Ciment Fond 
to the Portland Cement i ayain very marked, as the fol: 
lowing figures indicate, 

109 per cents 
Portland Cement 
tons/square inch 


10 per cent, Ciment Fond, 
90 per cent. Portland Cement 
tons/square inch, 


sdays 2700 40 
" 3°30 4°90 
+ ASS, 20 
"The addition of a small percentage of Portland Cement 





to Ciment Fondu has, however, very little effect—in fact, 
on the 3 days and 7 days tests, there is an increase of 
‘trength even with 30 per cent. or more, of Portland 
Cement, and on the 38 days test the drop in strength ia 
very little, 
100 per cent. 3opercent. Portland Cement. 

Ciment Fonda 70 per cent. Ciment Fond, 
tons/equare inch. tons/square inch. 

240 285 

3°00 a4s : 





3 days 
ae 
¢ by 37s 
“The curves, like those for the tensile strength, show a 
ireneral increase of strength with aze forall the mixtures. 
(4) Soundness of Various Mixtures. 
Soundness fests of the two neat cements and of several 
matures were made with” Le Chavle "test sppara 
in each case the amount of expansion or contraction 
vm neal, ee 
in conclusion, it may be pointed out that if practical 
use isto be made of the special properties of these mix- 
tures of Ciment Fonda and Portland Cement, the mixing. 
‘must be done very thoroughly on account of the sensitive 
‘manner in which the setting times may alter with a small 
change in the relative proportions of the two cements, If 
the mixing were done in a haphazard manner, the setting 
might be inconveniently irregular throughout the mass. 














These figures are from the mean curves ; the actual (est 
results were rather higher. 
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INTERNATIONAL ART EXHIBITIONS, 

‘Mr. Hesketh Hubbard in The Times of 9 October, 
laments the absence of foreign, American and 
‘Art Exhibitions (and Mr. Hubbard's use of the term “art ” 

ies apparently only to paintings) in London, and the 
equal absence of the knowledge of English work in otber 
countries, and outlines a scheme by which this state of 
things might be remedied. Mz. Arthur Keen. in a 
letter which was published in The Times on 13 Octo- 
ber, shows that at any rate with regard to architecture a 
considerable advance has been made in the direction of 
Mr. Hubbard's aspirations. Mr. Keen wrote as follows 

"Mr. Hesketh Hubbard's scheme for international «: 
hibitions is a very sound one and probably quite practical. 

"The Royal Institute of British Architects has held many 
exhibitions of foreign and Colonial architecture and 
every instance the cordiality of the response to the invita- 
tion has justified the belief that exhibitions in the other 
tarts would be a great success. In the case of an exhibition 
‘Of Swedish architecture held recently the Swedish Ambas- 
sador himself gave material assistance and a collection, not 
‘only of drawings and photographs, but also of models pos- 
sessing extraordinary interest and value, was obtained. 
Previous to this a collection of Dutch work was shown, and 
fa well-known Dutch architect came here to lecture on 
the modern work in Holland. ‘The American architects 
Sent us a year or two ago perhaps the most remarkable col~ 
lection of photographs of buildings ever seen, and the 
buildings illustrated were a good representative group of 
the best architecture throughout the States. "This exhibi- 
tion resulted in 2 corresponding collection of British work 
being sent to the States, and it has been shown in a great 
many centres. In addition to these general exhibitions it 
happens every two or three years thar the Royal Gold 
Medal goes to a foreign architect and this results in = 
‘London exhibition of that particular man’s work. 

"The help of honorary corresponding members abroad 
in such matters as these is very great, but I am confident 
that with careful organisation and the help of foreign 
societies Mr. Hubbard's proposal might be carried out 
‘quite successfully.” 


Allied Societies 


‘THE BUCKS SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS. 
INFORMAL MEETINGS. 
54 Upton Road, Stour, 


19 October 1924. 
To the Editor, Joust. RLB.A.— 

‘Drar Sin,——A novel series of informal meetings open to 
the public is included in the winter programme of the 
above society. 

"The details will prove of interest to my colleagues of the 
Allied Societies, who may be seeking fresh ideas for the 
ddeancement of our objects, A means of maintaining the 
attention of our members and encouraging the promotion 
of the study of architecture and the building erafts is here 
indicated. 

‘Our meetings are divided into two sections ; the first 
section of three entitled " Architecture and Architects” 
from the view-points of a lsyman, a builder and an artist. 

Fe sect sniping, prefoed by an evening devoted 
carpentry ing, pref y an evening 
fo catimates and estimating. Local men engaged in the 














trades will give their experiences of difficulties met with 
in practice, and how they were overcome—rather than any 
attempts at mere text-book compilation. 

‘Questions and discussion will follow each address, and 
every endeavour will be made to secure practical and use- 
ful results. 

"The first of the series will be held at Oakley House, 
Slough, on October 23, at7-30 p.m. 

shail be pleased to f further information to any 
of my colleagues of the Allied Societies who may wish to 
hnnldcr out programme for uac ofthe proposals therein 
conveyed. ‘Yours faithfully, 

E. J. Dice [4], 
Chairman, Bucks Society of Architects, 





ARCHITECTS" BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 
“Tree Insurance SCHEME. 
‘Members of the architectural profession who received 
three weeks ago the booklet issued by the Architects’ 
Benevolent Society, in which was explained the Society's 





effectiveness, My own purpose is to keep the mattet 
‘onstandy in mind and to neglect no opportunity either 
for the early transference of existing insurances or for 
the placing with the Society of such new insurances a 
may be at my disposal. ‘The difficulyy with existing 
insurances is that in most extes they have been 
rough ney of old acquaintances whose feelings 
tne lout 0 woud.” 

Architects are reminded that it is not necessary for 
those wishing to insure through the Society to transfer 


they wish to transfer the agency to the Society. AS 
several post cards have been feocived without signatures 
itis hoped that in any instances where replies have NOt 
been received the Sccreary ABS wil be noted: 
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Obituary 
WILLIAM PYWELL [FJ, J.P. 

Mr. ‘Pywell died in May of this year at an Ealing 
nursing home. Mr. Pywell was 65, a native of Stamford, 
Lincolnshire, and was educated ar Uppingham School, 
und practised as an architect at Hanwell and Stamford. 

‘Among his works were the following —Churches— 
Chancel and vestries, Parish Church, Hanwell; St. 
‘Thomas’s Church, Hanwell; St. James's Church and 
Parish Hall, Ealing. Schoole—Alterations to. ‘Stamford 
Grammar Schools ; reconstruction of St. Mark's Schools, 
Oakland Road Schools, St. Anne's Schools, all of Han: 
well; Church Institute, Clay Hill, Enfield. 

‘Pywell was a medallist of the Architectural Asso~ 
lation ; he was also» contributor to Rivington’s Building 
Construction in the revised edition, 1915. 

"Towards the end of his professional career, Mr. Pywell 
took up many public offices. He was. chairman of the: 
Hanwell District Council for five terms of office, end was: 
also.a member of the Middlesex County Council for Green- 
ford and Hanwell, Justice of the Peace for Middlesex. 

‘As a Freemason he was P.P.G.S.of Works, Middlesex, 
and was past Worshipful Master of the Horst-Dun Lodge 
‘and also the Ealing Lodge. Mr. Pywell elected an 
Associate in 1889 and a Fellow in 1905. 

CAPTAIN F, A. BREWERTON [4.}, 

‘Captain F, A. Brewerton, M.C. [4] FS.L., who died 
on 24 July 1924, aged 36 ‘years, was educated at the Hulme 
‘Grammar School, Manchester, the School ‘of Technology, 
and the School of Architecture, Manchester, and received: 
his early professional training in the office of Messrs. 
Banks, Parclough & St vil engineers and archi- 
an of Logh end Manchest s 

‘On the outbreak of war he joined the Royal Engineers 
(T.) and saw considerable ‘service in France. He was 
severely wounded during the March offensive of 1918, 
‘and was awarded the Military Cross for “ conspicuous 
fallantey and devotion to duty when in charge of two 
Sections of Sappers in the defence of « position. By his 
splendid courage and example he was instrumental in 
Considerably delaying the enemy's advance and inflicting 
heavy casualties on them. ‘He held the position through- 
‘out the day, and only withdrew when ordered under 
Spratt 

‘(On demobilisation Captain Brewerton entered into 
private pmuctice as an architect and surveyor, being en~ 

for some time on the design and lay-out ‘ofa portion 
‘of the Manchester Housing Scheme and various housing 
achemes in the district. yi 

His professional engagements eluded architectural 
design und practice in many commercial and industrial 
eseceabiren throughout South Lancashire and York 

a 





























‘THOMAS JAMES PETERS [41, 

Mr. Peters was 25 years of age anddied on the 24th 
September, Te served. with the Royal Construction 
Engineers in France with the British Expeditionary Force 
during the war. At the date of hig death he was an archi 
fectural assistant in the Building Surveyor’s Department, 


OBITUARY 





Newenstlc-upon-Tyne Education, Committe and wax 
principally interested in matters relating to school design. 
He was elected an Associate in 1921. 


W. DT. MUNFORD {Licentiate}. 

Mr. Munford was a native of Torquay and served his 
articles with the late Mr. William Watson of that town, 
Going north in 1880, he became assistant to the late 
Mr. William Owen, of Warrington, and was engaged on 
the Port Sunlight soap works and estate buildings, ‘Ten 
years later he started practice at Preston, where he 
Temained until his retirement in 1922 

“The following isa list of some of the buildings designed 
and carried out by him :—Central stores, etc., for Preston 
Co-operative Society ; central. stores and. branches for 
the Winnington and’ Northwich Co-operative Society, 
Ltd. ; central stores and branches for the Runcora and 
Widnes Co-operative Society, Ltd., at both places 5 
central stores for Winsford Society ; cricket pavilion 
land club house with large hall for Messrs. Brunner Mond 
& Co. at Winnington ; several mill extensions about 
Preston; branch bank’ in Fishergate, Preston, for the 
Union Bunk of Manchester, Led.;\ many residences 
tnd other property in Preston, etc. 

W. WINDER LEE (Licentiate). 

Mr. Lee commenced practice in Darlington ax partner 
in the firm of Kitching & Lee in 1905. Among his 
prominent work may be mentioned new offices of the 
Gatgo Fleet Iron Co., erected during the war, and the 
rebuilding of Barton Hall, Yorkshire. 

To 1933 the partnership was dissolved, and in partner 
ship with his son he continued in practice at Darlington 
and Redcar, Yorks, a8 W. Winder Lee & Son until his 
‘death this year, 

“The practice is being carried on by his son, Mr. Norman 
Winder Lee, at Darlington. 

J. W. LOCKHART [Licentiate]. 

‘Mr. J. W, Lockhart served his apprenticeship with 
‘Mr. James A, Morris, A.RS.A. (FJ, Ayr, afterwards 
with Messrs, Salmon & Son Glasgow, for « number of 
Years. Commenced practice in Ayr in 1909 and joined 
the late Mr. John Murdoch, - Has 
carried out a number of pul 
Lockhart was elected a Licenti 





























ROYAL ACADEMY LECTURES. 
Professor A. P. Laurie, D.Sc., Professor of Chemistry 
at the Royal Academy, will give lecture on 19 November 
at the Royal Academy on Some English Cathedrals and 
Stone Decay.” Professor Laurie has made a careful 
inspection of some of the Eriglish cathedrals during the 
‘umnmer months, especially with regard to stone decay. 
‘Rumission to the lecture, which is at 4 pam., is free, and 
Qirds of admission can be obtained on application to the 
Sccretary of the Royal Academy, Burlington House, W. 


LOAN LIBRARY CATALOGUE, 


‘Arne catalogue for the Loan Library his been recently 
compiled and may be purchased at the Institute, Price 
1s. 6d. Postage 3d. extra. 
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ARCHITECTS AND INCOME TA: 

A Member has written to me as fatlows -— 

“Up to the present I haye returned each year the 
actual cath received, less the office expenses for the same 
period; i.e, the average net income for the previous 
three years ‘has been returned and I have been aasessed 
at this amount 

“Phe Inspector is now, however, making a demand 
that not only the actual cash received shall be returned, 
but also a statement ax to the value of work done during 
the previous year but not yet paid for, 

“Tn a provincial practice where the jobs are numerous 
and comparatively small, I find a great difficulty in esti- 
thating the value of the work in progress, as many’ of the 
jobs hang about three or four years ; and until a building, 
Contract is signed you will readily understand it is impos 
sible to. say what payment will be actually received for 
the preliminary work, As you know, clients do not 
willingly pay for preliminary work and it is generally 
inexpedient to bring an action for the recovery of stich 
charges. 

"TL have, therefore, been requested to ascertain, if 
possible, what is the custom among architects in making 
their Income Tax returns, and I shall be greatly obliged 
if you can give me any information on this subject based 
lupon the actual experience (if possible) of some of your 
‘Members,’ 

If any Members are prepared to give me, in confidence, 
information as to their experience in this matter 1 shall 
be indebted to them. 




















Ian MacAuisten, 
Secretary RILB.A 


NEW YORK MEDAL FOR THE BEST BUILDING. 
FOR 1023. 

‘The Downtown League of New York City has awarded 
the first prize for the best downtown building erected 
in 1933 to the New York Cotton Exchange Building, 
of which Mr. Donn Barber, F.A.1.A. (Honorary Corre~ 
sponding Member R.1.B.A.) is the architect. 





‘THE UR EXHIBITS AT THE BRITISH 
MUSEUM. 

Mr. R, Langton Cole [F) writes expressing the hope 
that members will make a point of secing the Ur exhibits 
at the British Muscum (Assyrian Basement) before they 
are removed. As examples of building construction 
methods they are remarkably interesting. 








PHOTOGRAPHS OF LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL, 


ewart Bale, of 33 Lord Street, Liverpool, writes 
that in the article by Mr. E. Bertram Kirby on Liverpool 
Cathedral published in the R.LB.A. JounNAat of 2 July 
it was not indicated that he supplied the excellent photo- 
graphs which, as official photographer, he took of the 
cathedral, and which provided illustrations for the article. 
We gladly make the acknowledgment now, 











BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION. 


Eximuirion ov Destcns or STUDENTS EXEMPTED FROME 
‘THe RLB.A, FINAL EXAMINATION, 


‘The designs submitted by students exempted from the 
Final Examination (with the excepton ofthe subec of 
professional practice) will be on exhibition from Monday, 
2o October to Thursday, 30 October, 1924, inclusive, in 
the Galleries of the Royal Institute of British Architects, 
9 Conduit Street, Wat. ‘The exhibition will be open daily 
between the hours of 10 a.m, and 5 p.m. 

‘The RLB.A. Board of Architectural Education Silver 
Medial for Recognised Schools is awarded for the beat set 
of designs submitted at this exhibition, 

"This year the following schools, which have courses of 
five or more years’ duration recognised by the Royal 
Institute for the purpose of exemption from the Final 
Examination, have sent exhibits = 

‘The Architectural Association (London), 

School of Architecture, the University of Liverpool. 
‘School of Architecture, the University of London, 
School of Architecture, the University of Manchester. 
Glasgow School of Architecture. 

Robert Gordon's Colleges, Aberdeen. 

School of Architecture, MeGill University, Montreal. 














R.LB.A, INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATION. 
NOVEMBER, 1924. 


‘The centres for this Examination will be London and 
Leeds, At both centres the Examination will be held on 
21, 24 and 25 November, 

Ar the London centre the Oral Examination will be 
held on 27 November, and at the Leeds centre on 
26 November. 


SIR JOHN SOANE’S MUSEUM, 13 LINCOLN'S 
INN FIELDS, W.C.2, 
‘This interesting house and art collection is open free 


on Thursdays and Fridays in October, 10.30-5, and in 
November, 10.30-4. 








Notices 


‘THE OPENING GENERAL MEETING. 


‘The First General Mecting (Ordinary) of the Session 
1024-25 will be held on Monday, 3 November 1934, a 
8.30 p.m, for the following purposes -— 

ead the Minutes of the Fifteenth General Meeting 
of the Session 1023~24 held on 2 June 1924 ; formally t0 
sdimie members attending for the first time since theit 


‘To read the names of candidates nominated for election 


ont December 1924. 
M.A. Oxon, F.S.A. (Presi« 








Mr. J. Alfred Gotch, Hon, 
dent) to deliver the inaugural address of the Ses 

"To present the R.I,B.A. 3 
Best London Stre 
Verity [#J. 








ial and Diploma for the 
‘ontage 1923 to Mr. Francis 'T. 








f 








18 October 1924 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS, 5 JANUARY 1925. 
Associates who are eligible and desirous of transferring 
to the Fellowship Class are reminded that if they wish to 
take advantage of the election to take place on the sth 
esary 1925, they should send the neces nomination 

Fe to the Beerclary act later than the 8th November, 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS. 
‘ 1 Drcestuen 1924. 

‘The follewing applications for election have, been 
received. Notice of any objection or other communica- 
tion respecting the candidates must be sent to the 
Becretary for submission to the Council prior to Monday, 
3 November 1924. 

AS FELLOWS (23). 
“AncnameBrrnant: Atri (A, 1920), 44, Patk Lane, Croy- 
"don { 59, Oakley Street, Chelsea, 8.W. 
‘iooe ! Aten Erevtst (A. igo2), 1, Musetim Street, W.C.1.¢ 
Cte BES a, soe), Pune’ Chamba 
inrnoanr: Wrutiast D'ARCY (4. 1900), Pusey: Chambers, 
Mtr Naud, Sabu. 8, Mode 
Connon: Leoxany Awtivn, FS. (A. s914], 94 John 
‘Street, Bedford Row, W.C.1 ; Hotel Norman, Carlton 
Road, Putney, SW. 
Dawson # Nort Jon [A. 1907], 1, Rue de ’Ancienne Bourse, 
"Alexandria, Egypt ; Union Club, Alexands 
Hougy Guy, Donne Gonvow, [4 9ts}, Royal Wert of 
‘England Academy School of Architecture, Bristol j,t, The 
Paragon, Clifton, Bristol. 
Hava Jos Wiso% (4. 1918], Central Chambers, Wingate, 
 urham, and. 2, Camden Street, North Shields ; 
Sie Homestead," Wingate, Co. Durham, 
Keaost? Eowano Faost (4. 199), Inwood, Alton Road, 
Parkstone, Dorset, 
Laminsupar : Janes Monron (4. 1993), 205, Archway Road, 
Highgate, 

Mactegnan :)‘Tioaas Fonnes (4. 1903), 7, South Charlotte 
‘Street, Edinburgh ; 14, Cluny ‘Terrace, - 
Montene! Hanowo Franses (4. 1990), 35, Bedford Row, 

W.Cat  &, Lancaster Road, West Norwood, S.E-27., 























jronce (4. 1997), 17, New Street, Leicester ; ‘The 
‘Old School House, Kirby Muxloc, near Leicester. 
Wurm Scorer, MA. ra}, 9 





s PAS [a 

Tag Bench Walk, Tele .C-4; 92 Harvard Court, 

Picorr Ricitano Mourgronn, M.C. (4.19331, 35, Bedford 
or vies Sh West Side, Wandereth Conon, 
S.Wi8, 

Rinisyy Ceome Gory (4, ror], Messen, Palmer and 

Turner, Union Building, Shanghai, China; Bowthorpe, 


Ipwwich. 
samt? i. xa On ie Vinx Ob Per Cor 
es, Argent 

scons Hanou fe ror8}, 11, Bond Street, 





mrons) Haroun, hy 
TH ary | West Croft, Park Rood, Dewsbury. 
move Sonny, FSA: (A. 1925) ty Cloisters, Temple, Bi 
Fekent Honace Gnowas (4.1910), Mesars. Hemmings i 
Berkley, Hankow, China. 

Weta tenant Aruon (4.2914), 7, New Square, Line 
Se iT Weca, Devon Howe, Turner Drive 

sm ais Gian, NM 
reneatatt.: EoWAKO BOS, 
Sureet, SW.t Stansteed, Chea 
[AS ASSOCIATES (15), 
umpwan: Cavaagn Katwnrsun (Specal Eeamination), 37, 


lahinatone Circle For, Bombay tad, 
hire one ay. Lawenen (Fn! Evseninaton), 16, 


i 
Endsleigh Street, W.C.t. 

















1. (A. 18oq) 3 Paliament 
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Jouy Parmce, P.AS.I. [Special Examination), 

Rodi piteran Rosa Houle " 

‘Karrie Anvoun [Special War Examination), 1, 
Dorset Square, N.W.t- 

Boar; Coan Hina (Pine een 6, Rutland 












ik Mansions, Cri 1d, NW 
Capon: "AnciUMALD Atarrane Viviase [Special Examinas 

tion. ef Union Hank of Australi, 71, Cornhill, EC. 
‘Srockronts [Special Examination), " Cot 


', SEFTON 
‘wold,"* Pinner Hill, Middlesex, 

Como Rowarr Staxtry, M.C. [Special Examination], Bite 
terne Parsonage, Bisterne, Hants, 

Corin: Cantar Mites, M.C., M.A.Oxon, (Special War 
"Examination), Ulpha, Bourne End, Bucks. 

px Buncn Romie STANLY [Special War Examination), 
™ Deer Leap,’” St. Cross, Farnham, Surrey. 

Eve: Crett Gronak Wittiant (Final Bsumination), Nether 
leigh, South Nutfield, Surrey. 

Gunn: Aura Gonwin [Special Exomination), Erskine 
‘Chambers, 13, New Street, St, Martin’s, Leicester. 

‘Honors | Aurnud Wattex [Final Kvamination), 10, Fortescue 












Re Buse (Specal Beomnarin), Office of Works, Govern 
ys Ee ination), Office of Works, Govern~ 
ret of Mert rl 118 Royal Avene, Bea 





Wrsox : Janes Mouson (5) [0 Ts Alison, Esq: 
Rowehill, Dalkeith, Seotland, |, 

AS HON, ASSOCIATES (6), 

Buaxowys: Frask, RA, RPE. Hon, RSA. Member 
‘of the Institut de France, Academy of St. Luke, Rome, 
Royal Academy, Berlin, ‘ete.; ‘Temple Lodge, Queen 
Street, Hammersmith, W. 

Macaca: Baie Romext Datavarte, C.I.E,, Director of 
‘the Vietoria and Albert Museum, South’ Kensington, 


Siwy. 
‘Squine Thome Couumos, Swan House, Chiswick Mall, 


Wa. 

Watsrow Cuanizs, Fellow of King’s College, Cam- 
‘bridge, Litt,D. Canta. and ‘Trinity College, Dubli 
LHD. Columbia University, New York, PhD. Heidel 
berg, Late Reader in Classic Archeology, Director of 
Fitzwilliam Museum and Slade Professor of Fine Arts, 
Cambridge, ete.; Newton Hall, Newton, Cambridge: 

Weis | Josurit, M-A., Warden of Wedhamn College and Vice- 
‘Chancellor of University of Oxford, Wadham College, 

‘Yanoviey | Frasicts Rowan, White Steading,” Amersham, 
Bucks, 





















AS HON. CORR. MEMBER (1). 
Osrarnc: RAGNAM, Professor at the Royal Academy of Art 
‘Sweden, 10, Blasieholmstorg, Stockholm, 


Competitions 


RECONSTRUCTION OF 'THE KONINGINNE 
BRIDGE, ROTTERDAM, 


With reference tothe announcement of his competition 
in the last insue of the JOURNAL, His Majesty's I 
{p.the Tt Fewtendam has tnformed the Department of 
‘Overseas ‘Trade that he has received from the Rotterdam 
‘municipal authorities a series of 72 questions and answers 
amplifying and explaining the technical points which 
‘arise in connection with the plans. 

‘As a translation would involve considerable time and 
difficulty His. Majesty's Consul-General suggests that 
‘any British firm desiring specific information on the 
subject should communicate with him direct. 
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BETHUNE MEMORIAL TO THE MISSING. 
‘The Imperial War Graves Commission desire Members 
fd Liceotiates ofthe Royal Istizute tobe reminded that 
applications to take part in the above Com 
Persons other than those who had signified ‘ontea 
Sick Deo nso of tis epics tr 
notice of was in 
the Professional Press on various occasions during August 
and September, 1923. 
MASONIC MEMORIAL COMPETITION. 
Apply to The Grand Secretary, Freemasons’ Hall, 
Great Queen Street, W.C.2, Lost day for applying for 
conditions, 23 August 1924. Deposit, fx 18. Closing 








date for receiving designs, 1 May 1925. Assessors: 
Sir Edwin Lutyens, RA. [F] (6 by the 
President); Mr. Walter Caye, [FJ], Mr. A. Burnett 


Brown, F.S.1. 


MANCHESTER ART GALLERY. 

Apply to the Town Clerk, Town Hall, Manchester. 
Closing date for: receiving designs, 20 January 1925. 
Assessors : Mr. Paul Waterhouse, F’'S.A. [F.], Professor 
C,H. Reilly, O.B.E. [F.], Mr. Perey S. Worthington, 
Liteb., FSA. (F). 


SOUTHPORT: FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST 

SCIENTIST ; CHURCH AND SUNDAY SCHOOL. 
sor Lond Set Southport Closing date for reoaing 

2198, treet, Southport. re for 

designs, 1 December 1924. Deposit 103. Assessors : 

‘Messrs. J. E, Sanders & Son. 


HULL: CONCRETE COTTAGES COMPETITION. 
Apply to Messrs. G. and’. Earle, Ltd., Wilmington, 
Hill. Closing date for receiving designs, 31 October 1924. 


Members’ Column 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS. 

pa Wee Bede Row, Wats Wow tiepioce 8a 

oteuioy Wonks Yaley Rudy Puch to speek. 

MME. H. TsJucxson (4 banc sang iain to 33 Waiorth 
‘Norwood, 


ond, South Ne 
‘PRACTICE. WANTED 

ARILBA, desires to tic of partaerhip preferably in 

losieg“napy Bow oy oo Secreny REBAL 9 Cnt 





ane 70 BE LET, 
‘Two nlee offices near Bedford Row. Telephone, electric light. 
One could be had furnished or furniture ‘Be bought.” Rent, 
‘afurnied fi, Tnludig’ ates Goran on working 


Arrangements ‘aight also. be 
ELBA, 9 Conduit Street, W. 
OFFICE ACCOMMODATION WANTED. 

Loxpow architect and surveyor requires very small unfurnished. 
offer to the West Bad, peeterably where his assistance could be 
occasionally. utilised Apply Box 2994, c/o Secretary RLBA., 

9 Conduit ‘Street, W, 


2 Re ia og fom Deen ee 
ce ac be a or at 
a Seach caer Sa 
SOSA HEN peat kaw 


made —Box ors2, c/o Secretary 








Avvonrraests vacant, 
Couey Avearany (unl) ARTBA. 
eatin Joueacate Shad ‘be tocoughy one, aid 
destition nd if posible have eee 
Sito ia di tae’ nage nfs of aay 
See alee "Sty pn Cty iy Dae oie 
Ree es eet oes 
Exrexmxcep Assistant wanted Nottingham architect, 
Sonnets details and qx wer ‘State age, experience and 
ne Reply Box 2594, c[o Secretary RALB.A,, 9 Conduit Street, 


excuse fo part sarees a anticipate, hope 
oder Lin, WA Box Hoh lo ery LBA, 
5 Gant Sere 
trans i) eq by the Govern of Ceylon or 
seovicota The Arches ral Oe a he ihe Dubie Works Department 
igre of tte es al be 
Foy anmal incraments Si 10 Pao aca apa a 
See a rma [ose perenne 
wera oe i Tayable locally in rupscs at the Government rate of 


forthe Zc. Free passages 
‘Cridddates, prelorably wnrwarried, age 26-30, sos 


SEP UPS ai'Ricutcts and hive special xpi 
‘Actual’ design “and ‘countmtion. of reinforced. concrete bulldings 








Sd ot Sen ietnea budding Petra yn wer ri, 
“Applyat once by leas stating ration, and experience 
to PE Eakciney REMAL 9 Comat Steet, London, Wx 


Aproneriens WANTED, 

crusn kad portunity tonal Atatele aad Atle Wien 
sd opportunity to ately Astral 

Zeist arehiect with woce Brighton, Horsham, Worthing area, 

Fentent in Suse Denes al wan cat. Spec nape 

FR tenets Aly Box Hon, elo Secretary 


Poston feauird by AICLDLA, MSA. preteably abroad or 









by pa Rapa Zo eave, Ha exe many 
exit dat Frengh and. exceaptain 
ios Teper pate toro, c/o Secretary RBA. 9 Conduit —~ 
Streets 
‘ARILB.A. Kent, with small peactoe, i open toast architects 
in own oes oo era speciality of dameste Work. ~ 
busy, filly stabbed, 


Weak fia oot toch wi 
See Pian nae ore vaeatens 
Series of asittance.eply Box sayy ofo Secretary RBA, 
Conduit Street, Wer. 
LARRADA, with AA. ant Atalie taining seule 
thie imngs) to tg any cane, peer 
$e competition work, oe ordinary ie wore 
Bik S7on eo Sectetary RLB.A, 9 Conduit Steet, Wet 

"Assoctarx (33) desis responsible position, where sound know- 
tetge and ry fours experince of domestic work woubd be of service: 
‘Rivertier hts built hounes by direct labour and is at pees ls 
harge of technical departioent of Jand development syndicate 
‘A'snaiamoune of caplet would be invested if required™—epy 
Box 7104, c/a Secrotaty RBA, 9 Condalt Steet, W: 

[haut roca yong Freshman good deaughtmae, baying 
bad two years traaiog with a Erench Government areltet is 
crits ts obala 4 year's aling wit an Engin arehiectin Ee 
South of Rasland in order to ingeove Mi eof the 
Janguage ant 9 became acquainted with 
tensa, "Would be willing torassist with children's French studies 
fi wold ve be sree i excang for iene and ie, 
Pockstmoney.— Further particulars can be obtained on applieation™ 
Witte Seeretsy REBAL9 Condutt Steet, London, Wet 


WARNING TO MEMBERS. § 

On the zoth September at Bow Street Potice Court » 
mes was seen to thems mas! Enis a 
ining money by false pretences by impefsonating an 
exLicentiate of the RLB.A. and calling on. architects 























